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LETTER

TO A

M EMBER of PARLIAMENT.

SIR

fes your Neighbours felt, when you

I NEED not remmd you of the Dlﬁref-‘ |

- left the Country, from the high Price
of Provxﬁons and chxeﬂy of Bread Corn.

T he Difficulties they labour_ed under have -

- not yet leflen’d ; the Manufaéturers and La- *
bourers are much reduced, and can fcarce. A
fubfift ; many Freeholders of fmall Eftatess =~
and large Families, who have heretofore = -
paid Poor-Rates to the Relief of others,’,_,

want that themfelves. £

<

The melancholy State of fo many _ufefulfr
'People demands the particular Care and,At_ R
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wLD m/[ b s of far more Confequence to the Publick, " |
7 bol Lol Fumithan many-of the Difputes.amongft the Am- -

[41

tention of both- Houfes of "Parliament 5 and

bmous Who ihall be in or out of Place.
%—f’b {)vm}

e

Hxs Majeﬁy, out of tender Reoald to his

dxf’c;eﬁed Subje&s has, 1il ke a. kmd Father
of his People, recommendcd their Cafe to

the Confideration of his “Parliament. And
the Nation expelts from . the ]ui’mce and

- Wifdom of the two Houfes that fuch Pro-

-vifion will be made, which will, as far as

- human Prudence can ‘devife, prevent fuch
- grievons ‘Hardfhips as have been lately felt
in many Parts of this Kingdom, by Multi-

tudes of the poorer Sort ; the St;ength and

SuPport of the KmOdom, and without

| whom the Rlch 'themfclvcs would ﬁawe.

g [I thall forbear aninﬂa-dVért‘iﬁg on thofs i

* charitable Perfons, who have fince the great

Rife in the Price of Corn-become  Purcha<
fers of it for Sale; and greatly 1mp10ved

their Fortunes by tak.ntr ~advantage of the
Neceflities of the Poox Many of thefe

new Dealers were before opulent; and had

they, as fome of late have mmitoiioﬁﬂy |

‘done, ,mrcbafcd Grain to. retail again at

B SO / Pl IME="
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Prime-Coft to the Poor, they would have ™
- deferved: the Th‘mks of their Neighbours -
- for refcuing them out of the IHa nds of In- -

- groflers, Foreftallers, and Regraters, inftead -
of being deemed Peutncxs thh them in

then Imqumes. -

Gxeat Inconveniences arife from the px e
fent Method Badgels, Bread-bakers and Corn-
fa&tors ufe, of buying Corn at Farm-Houfes.
It has in every Age been thought beneficial -
to the Publick to encourage the Hale of all

Sorts of onwﬁons at pubhck Fairs and

Markets, and to prevent all clandeftine and
‘private Jobbing. Hence all the various A&s
relating to Weights and Meafures, and thofe
againft Ingroflers, Foreftallers, and Regra-
ters.  But fuch are cither defe@ive and want =
to be explamed or the Difliculty is great ..
in putting them' (in many In{’cances) in Exe-+
| cution .againft the Offenders ; and - the Pe-
nalty of 54 is too fmall, -efpecially ‘as one -
- Moiety goes to the King. ‘Thus: thefe"

wholfome Laws are 1endel 'd in fome Re«
fpe&s ineffe@ual, SRR

By the Statute of 5 and 6 of Edwzz/d the.’.

6th, every Perfon who buys Corn-or Grains.

B2, i
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to. fell again is. deemed an Ingroffer 5 with~
 aProvifo and Exception to Badgers, Laders, "
and Kidders, licenced by three Juftices.in"
open Seflions 3 and fuch,Badgers &e., are
to fell the fame, Corn'or Grain in fome open

- Fair or Market, or to Petfons for their own
Ufe in their Houfes, within one ‘Month af- -

ter it is bought-by them and not foreftalled ;

and they are not to fell it again in the fame"
Market where it was bought, or within four

Mxles theieof

The Statute of s of Elzz defcrxbes the

Qualification 2 Perfon ought to have to in-

title him to a Licence ; and requires Bonds

and Sureties for fuch Perfons againft Fore-
ftalling or Ingrofﬁng, &c. with a Provifo
- that no Perfon, by -virtue of any fuch Li-
cence, fhall buy any Corn-or Grain out of
open Fairs or Markets to fell again, unlefs

fuch Perfon fhall be thereunto licenced, by

{pecial and exprefs Worés contamed in fuch -
'Llcence :

The Intention of thefe Statutes is eaﬁl;f

cvaded from the Dxﬂieultles attendmg Pro- -

fecutions in many Cafes, efpecially in- the

Inﬁaa:ces of Perfons hoa:\dmOr Corn bouoht‘

[7]

by them for a longer Time than a Month.. |
»Irapprehend as the Law now flands, the:

Profecutor muft prove, ‘that the Badger,

charged with' keeping bought Corn in his
Hands longer than one Month, had at a cer-
tain Time fo long before bought fuch a Par--

cel of Grain ; and that he had, at the Time
the Profecution commenced ‘that.or a Paxf’

of that identical Corn then unfold. Al
thefe Fa&s can fcarce be proved by any Per- |
- fons, but fuch who have the Care of {uch

~ Grain, who are not likely to be Witnefles 5

tho’ - the Badger at that Time may have
the whole Quantity in his Granaries. It
‘will be fearce poflible in many. Cafes to con-
vi&@; unlefs after Proof given by the Pro-
- fecutor that the Offender did at fuch a
Time. purchafe fuch a Quantlty of Gram,'
the further Proof fhall lic on the Defendant

that he had difpofed at publick Markets of
the Grain he had bought, as the Law re-

| quires.  The Penalty, to bear the Profecu-A

tor’s Charges only, ought to be 20 or~30k
Some would pay fo fmall a Sum as 5/ ra-
ther than fell -their Grain as the A& re~

quires, if they have a large Quantity by |
‘them, in hopes of a hxg her Market, and

gettmg
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gettmo much more than 52 by detqmmn it
fonger , o |

It is now not difficult for Badvrem B1ead-i |
' akeia, and Falors, to  get Lxccnces and -
- buy at feveral Farmers Houfes lar ge (@untx- |
‘ties of Grain, and hoard them up ;. if their-
own Storchoufes are full, they can agree-

~with the Farmu to keep their. Grain tlll" '
Thus lefs Glam :
’rice of it rifes ; and:
if other Feumels f’dould bring to Market a’
"Quantity on fuch Rife, thefe Dealers in'
Corn may, by throwing in more Corn fo as’
to overftock the Market, lower the Price:
greatly for that Day, and may have Perfons’
towards the End of the Market to buy up-

they fhall fend for it.

comes to Market ; the P

as much as they brought into it, at a low

Price again, and be no Lofers, and then.
g0 qboqt the Country again to buy Corn,

which the Farmers will be ‘inclined to fell,

on an Offer of fomething above the laft
- Market-Price; and thus thefe Dealers, by
keeping the G ain fo bought from coming

to Market in any large Quantity, can raife
and fall the Markets as their Intereft dire@s.
P wih 1 co;ﬂd fay,
the Praftice ;

that this has not been
there is flrong Reafon to fu-"
{pect

Apect-it has been fo in fome Places.
- may always be the Cafe, if any Perfon may
‘be a Badger;, with 'a fpecial Licence to buy

Andit)

Corn out of Markets; efpecially if there is
not an eafier Way provided for convicting

Offenders on their hoarding up Corn, thcm‘

that at prefent direGed, and the Penalty is
not-increafed. I think, “if Bread-bakers are
at all ‘allowed to be Badgers, with aleerty.

of buying Graim ot of Markets, the Laws

reiatmor to ﬁxmcr the Aflize of Bxcad will -

avail i httle the Magiftrates are tied to' the

Price of Wneat for their Guide, in. ﬁxmg

the. Puce of Bread ; ; and if Bread-bakers can
fix or influence the Price of Wheat,’ they

~do, in reality, fix the Price of Bread, and

their own Profit alfo. It is certain that of
late Bread- bakers have become Badoezs and
puncxpal Corn-Merchants, and even Mil=
lers alfo. Now Millers are not- allowed to
deal'in Corn Butchers cannot be Gxaﬁers

- to feed Cattle, and " I think " Bread-bakers -
“thould be confin’d to purchafe their Grain
and Flour:in open Markets only, and not

as Badgers. I fee little Reafon - for thofe

‘fpecxal Words mention’d in the sth of Blix.
‘ bemcr inferted 'in any Licences at all : 5 if {all

-Gram (Wheat. - efpecially, - and Flopr) was

~ brought

‘!5

,
4
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" 5 :u T ;[, 10 j | o 1 - .
E tJ{M wm\hrought to Markct, it Would be no’ worle o 1 | Totiget Ti [t”d']f e - ‘
b i u_.,97 for the Farmer, and better for the Publick; | OW ad ‘2}8‘“’ Il\i.[nel o di Fplo e of ‘fuch' xm.& -
g\ . except fuch Grain: as fhall be’ _bought by ~ ported Grain, Meal -or “Flour, Whethm it | ﬁ
4 W‘ﬁlﬂl Perfons for- their own Ufe, and not to fell : ,ﬂlould be 1mported from any qut of the ‘*

5 |

|

-again 5 but. certamly Bread bakcrs fhould .'ngdom, or from” abxoad 1 fhould” lma-ry |
5 not bf; Badgels.,- R _gine that the Impmter cannot have’ ‘Reafon .

to: complam, if the Quantzty 1mported bé

f .
|
|

I
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| The Obhgatxons on. Buyers of Com ‘or only $00 Bufhels, ifi hie: be obliged to fell - |
b Floul, 1o vend the fame -again in one. : the fame in.open Market in one Montf after - A D
" Month fter the Purchafe. of i, Fr he had reccived it ; ; and if it thall exceed |
as *the Law now I’cands is very proper ; but | R ~5___*Bufhels, and be ‘under 1000 Bufhcls _ A/L
L thcre are | p*\rtxcular Cafes where:it might be = * hecthon: wiay ‘be allowed two Months to- R o
= - hard to force fuch:an - CXPCdItIOuS Sale, and ] dlfp ofe-GF1t;, and thireo Montns, ifthe Quan- N o
: fuch would be 1mpra&1cablc inothers s fo | »txty ‘exceeds ‘1000 Bufhels s provxdcd the "’
~ that Part. of the: préfent. Law wants an AL 8§ faid Importer does'not’ dxfpofe of lefs in any‘

»teratxém. For Jboftance, wherc Grain,ds _ one: Month than 500 Bufhels for as he S (
- ‘bought o go to foreign Parts; it.could not” ‘bought it to come to Market, he ought not | |
LISRRTIR be:intended to come within that Rule,” And | B Keop it from ity as fome ‘have dane Whea |
‘where Gram o'round or unground is, boughﬁ: I . ‘Gram ‘has: beeni at a Very hlgh Puce, . (
byany - Perfons in one Part of the Kingdom, | hopes-of it ‘being fill dearer. Some with |
i o be: fent - by Weatet to another diftant kthat View have kept it il it ‘has recelved |
; : Part of i, it can; feldom happen that fuch ,' A Ao much Damage as not to be ﬁt to be ufed 5 ' E
- - purchafed - Gzam thall-be in the Hands of || the Owner in fuch- Cafcs’ [l ughtly ﬁttcd | }
,f -~ the Purchafer.in’ lefs Time,. if fo foon, as but the Pubhck fUH LS. T .
{ - one; Month after it is- bought,,and the || i Ll Bl BRI R T |
Quantxty mqy be large in Compa“fon of : Several Altet'a.thDS, 1 apprehend are proa : o //
It what is ‘ufually bought in Markets : and * 1 per 0 be made to the" Laws relatlng to .
S thcxcfcnc it Wcmld be bug reafcmaoie toale |l Foreftallers -and - iﬂgmﬁﬁrb ; and’ T have / \

| R AT SR R S [ | . hmted fome which may contribuie towards f"" R
e R | S~ .-
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the preventm(r many Mifchiefs but 1 think d
all that can poﬁ"lbly be done towards redref-
ﬁng any Grievances arifing from Ty anfgref- |

-~ fors. of thofe Laws will prove ineffectual, in
fome parttculm ‘Times, unlefs Alteratxons

alfo ‘are made in - the Laws now in. force
) toleratmg thc unreafonable Exportatlon of

Gram. RS

5 | That the Exportatlon of Graxn to F Oxelgn

16wg

Parts, ‘when‘ it is at a low Rate at home,
is a pubhck Benefit, is mdlfputably true.
And it is as undoubtedly a publick Grie-
“vance to -export it when it is dear at home;
thch too many have feverely felt. »

The A& of IPc ofW and M C. 12. re-

1‘ R e
c1tes, that the Exportation of Corn-and Grain

mto Foreign Parts, when the Price. is at a

~ Jow Rate in this Kingdom, has been a great
o ;Advantage to the Owners of Land and Trade ‘
'-}of thlS ngdom in general RAHERE

~

S This all W111 agree to but that Aé’c goes\

" further, and fappofes Wheat to be af a low
~ Rare when it does not exceed 48s. a Quar-- ;
o f‘f}fter h'/zncbeﬁer Meafure ; which no one can
- -—agree to at thlS time,

Ty, #&,A <l Yardand f A P

but

- /l‘k(rpf LV‘ZL/ GUZL g, c> Z:"*" I"""*“’I/ A(«- §“Q A L‘)

fo (71:( WL“’LU‘LL»,C;\ }m&/m éwi/oul(j/‘zam
V’A m’) 5~¢ Jﬁ—(;) @ i c/tjﬁ/L«

Gram of all forts,

- high " a Rate.
Premium of 55. a Quatter thould continue .

[13]

but particularly Wheat Wwas when that A&
| paffed exceflive dear, and ‘it continued fo

for many Yeais; infomuch that in' Kenz

' Tumeps made a conﬁderable Sharé of the

Bread in 1693. In many Parts of the ng—

~dom the Commonalty then, and ’till of
ade:of Rye, others ot

,,.._i.d..m_,\,m,b
‘Rye and Wheat mixed, fome of Barley,

late Years eat Brea
fome of Qats ; thus, the Demand for Wheat
was not'then {o great ; the Confumption of
it at home was ‘chiefly amongft the better
fort of People 5 and . therefore that Liw

‘was not fo burthenfome on. the  Commu- -
nity. Wheat is now: become the prmcxpal

Grain ufed for Bredd, and. théré is not I

verily. beheve a Man in Britain, even inte--
‘refted in the Sale of it,

that will declare
Wheat to be at  low Rate; ot cheap, when
at 48s. aQuarter to wit, 65 a Buthel ;

B s

nay, v’/& 7/’&,1,.61 /LL%A-J’L ‘

not at & ow Rate when  at 4 405.a Quarter tan B h\,LD /M. }/ 1

or 5s. a Buthel: confequently, the Reafons o 3,,.

of that A& do not now fubfift ; and Graln
ought not to be exported when it is at fo
But it is amazing, that a

to -be allowed and paid to the Exportez of

~Grain, when at fuch extxavagant Prices ;

that, in my Judgment, is not “only- laymg

A3 a 651 ‘//fom DI Moth A, u]k@xﬁ‘ﬁ:

y‘L( c,;./ /ﬁ:,/_& Jo 9. 17

/tffzca

&)Lu;l?u 6ue«\) é-gum} Lan i‘u_a/v‘\.:u/( /;/ (‘_1.// ho—l
//rr:rd (//ﬁ‘ &17"""7/ '{““50“’2&2;_
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an unneceffiry, heavy ‘Tax, but in’reality
hiring Perfons -at:a high Rate ‘to }:xpdrt-;
Grain at unfeafonable Times when it is~
w,an_tedt at home ; and thro’ Miftake s a
fort of Encouragement to diftrefs our own

Manufacurers and poor Labourers, .

I

o It‘;hasf;bfeen-.;ofté‘n,‘:»r_ema_rked,‘ that when-
 Wheat. has been at a. moderate Price at’
" Bear Key it has been dear in other Places:
“this Year, when it was only 5s. there, it

was 7 or 8s. in fome Parts of the Kingdom.
London isnot only, the chief Mart for Grain

growing, in -feveral “inland  adjacent Coun-
ties, but’in thofe on the fouthern and. ea-

ftern Coalfts of the Kingdom ; and’ it often

happens too, that at:{ome Ports lying near-
a-Corn-Country thinly inhabited Corn fhall.
~be at a moderate Price, and high at the

fame time.in the manufadturing Parts and

Places more populous. In fuch Cafes, Corn
is ‘bought at the ‘Plaf,cc,sv where it is not fo.
~ much wanted to fupply thofe where it is,
and each rccei_vé: a Benefit. We: have had
recent Iniﬁan‘ces of this ; for had it not been
- for the Supplies procured in time from_ the
fouthern Counties of the Kingdom, many
* thoufand Families in the. more porthern

- fay what would have been the

 Demand abroad had been v

Ti5]

muft have Périfhed, or elfem-

the Thought is dreadful,

Time when' Corn was ab
at home, and 'the.;;SurpI
South had been bought up and fent to Foo
reign Parts before the Factors in the nor-

- thern Counties had been able to: purchéfé”. |

any confiderable. Quantity, (which might
have been the Cafe if we had not had a
War’nwith‘ France ; or the like Want of
Grain - had been in fome of the fouthern’
, Parts ~of Europe; as has oftex'l' happénéd;) ;
for qnder' the Law as it now ftands, Grain

might have been exported *till lateily' at one

Port or another : T need not afl what would

have ~been the Event? The ',"manyirlnfu:'— 4‘

 rections, Plunderings, and Blood 1pilt on:
the unhappy Difturbances - occafion’d by -
»fhe high Price of Grain, ahdSééiréit‘yv of it
- In many Places, - have been but 'triﬂfng" Ma--

ladies . to thole we might have expecied
]'1;1 fuch Supplies could not have been got at

unhappy Pafsv,‘ fo ‘much Corn having been

before that Time exported ; nay fome Ships‘ -

were fent abroad from the South, when

-—But I wont
Confegu*enCC 5
But fuppofe the'
ery great. at the
folutely wanted .
us-Corn in the

; and it was very near coming to that
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 Parts;-
_ Charity begins at home.
- Charity -but Juftice, nay Intereft requires
us-to fupply our Manufacturers, Labourers, 3

i-‘ s . . '
|
|
|
|
|
|
,’
|
f
|
|
|
i
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Wheat was rifen to an immoderate Price
in the North: a plain Proof that the Price
of Grain at one Port thould not be the
Standard for licencing Exportation to Foreign-
no, let us feed our own People firft
But not only:

and:others with common Neceffaries before
we fend. Prowﬁons abroad.. I know fome:

: WIH {ay that the Scarcxty of Grain is intirely
- owing tothe two or three late bad Harvefts
thro” the Kingdom. I grant that has beeni”

the‘,‘pxmmpal; .Caufe, but not totally ; we

had Corn fufficient in the Kingdom in fuch |

Seafons for our own Confumption, tho’ not

~for.that and tp fupply all Markets abroad.
_The ‘private Gain the Exporters of Grain' -

of late have had is no Satisfa&tion to the
Pubhck for the Injury done to Millions.:

If all the Gams ‘nay the whole Fortunes
©of the Merchants lately concerned in Ex-
| " portatzon of Grain, were confifcated and

given to the Poor, they would not fatisfy

the Damages done to the ngdom by the

unfeafonable Exportation of Grain. I do not:
" fay that the Exporters ‘defigned any Injury,

I do not, fuppofe thcy thought further than:

of

[ 17 ] |
of the Profit arifing from the- Sale of the
' Commodity abroad, and Juﬁlfy thcmfelves
under the Law. Letus therefore remove
the Temptatxon, we have feen enough to
induce us to- concert Meafures to prcvent
the like Calamltles f01 the future as far as

we are able. It may indeed pleafe God

to def’croy all the Fruits of the Earth, ‘and
bring a2 Famine on the Land for our Sms;
for God knows we are ‘not fufficiently
fenﬁble of the many Blcﬂings poured' upon.

- We have hvcd in Plenty, even rloted
tin Luxury, whilft many Nations around

- us have Wanted the common Neceﬂ’ane&

of Life, and many Perfons been deftroyed
in an Inftant.

{lender Occafions, but return Lhanks thh?

chearful Hearts for the good ‘Things we
have had, and that the Seafons have been

no worfe; they have not been fo bad as

to have occafion’d a Scarcxty in the Lanu,\

if we had taken proper Meafures in time

to - have kept ‘that at ‘home Whlch our -

own People had'a natural‘ Right to. Let

us therefore not hefitate in’ fixing on fuch_'
' | Meafures

We have moreover the
Enjoyment of our rehglous and civil leer-"
ties, Bleflings difallowed to our nexghbour—
ing Nations ; we ought not to repine on-




U wv{:) be A.“ Thaf nb'_~Wheét,§ grom._j‘d.x or un-a '
et f 5wy, sround; fhall be exported from any
0 e
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- Meafures as will for the future prevent, - as
far as human F orefight will direc, the Ca.
~lamities lately felt, ‘ Co

, _I",_:,havel propofed ‘-‘foine Amendﬁlents.ﬁtlé -

the Laws relating to Foreftallers, Regra-

- ters, and Ingroffers. ~And as:we: have

feen that the Price of ‘Grain "may-be mo-
derate at one Place; and otherwife at man)f
other Places in this Kingdom, at the fame
time; and we ‘alfo know ‘that the Price
of Grain is eftimated Very high when it is

not lefs than 48s. a Quarter at any Pore

in the Kingdom ;' and that it is never

- thought at a low Rat_e,,efpecially‘ in the

South, when at 45 64, a Buthel, or 365,

~a Quarter'; and when above 5. a Buthel,

it is called dear; when 485, very dear.

- _Therefore I propofe,

¢ Part of this Kingddm,; when it ex~

“ ceeds the Price of 4s. 6d. or ss,

| “‘_ g Buthl,_, as thall be t‘hdu,gh-t |

““ moft proper; but I am rather in-

o clid to fix it at 5 5. on-account.

€

T, ,O-f reftraining -Exportation. from. |
A | Lany

e

| [ 19] |
- any Port, when the Price is high-
¢ er at any of the Markets fol-
¢« lowing, to wit, either Bear- Key,

g . % Lincoln, Derby, York, Manchefter,

“ Coventry, Gloucefter, Winchefter,

- or Exeter.)’

And that the .,P’r.ice | of’ Whéat at fuch

- ...-~Pldceés may be eafily known,

¢ The refpective Mayors, or other-

<« chief Magiftrates of every fuch
<« City or Town, fhall b¢" obl._ige;d
<« every firft and third Week in every
%« Month, to tranfmit each a Certifi-.
« cate of the Pricc Wheat bore ¢

"« Buthel, Winchefler Meafure, at fuch

R, Places the preceding Market-day,
‘“ to the Commiffioners of the Cu-

" < ftoms in London, to be by them -
~ * inferted in the Saturday’s Gazette

“ every ﬁich WCCk.‘

« And that éll ‘C'ollle&érls -a‘,nd Of-
¢ ficers of Ports fhall take notice

¢« thereof, and fuffer no _Wh"‘eat;’
¢ ground or unground, to be ex-

D & ported
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« ported to Foreign . Parts when the

< Price of fuch Grain exceeds 5s.a

« Bufhel, or 40s. a Quarter, at any of
- the fald Markets.” |

Severe Penalties to be’ 1nﬂié’ce‘d on Per- .

fons exporting to Forergn Parts contrary to
thefe Regulatlons R

IR S92 SN

In fome Relgns in the laft Century,

Wheat was not to ‘be exported abroad

when the Price was 45. a Buthel; by the

12, Cbar 1. when it was. above 38 a
Indeed i in thofe Days we had not
~near fo much Land n Trllage; but in

Bufthel.

anfwer thereto it may- truly be faid, “that

we had not then near fo many Mouths to

fill; the Kingdom was not fo populous

| and befides, the Commonalty eat lefs Wheat |
in proportion to their Number than ‘they

do now. It can never be for the Interef’t

“of this tradmg ngdom to have Corn at
- animmoderate Price long together. Tho’ the
- Land~0wner fhould get more for a Time,

in the mean he Would be no Gainer if
the Price long contmued very hlgh as all

-Prowﬁons would rife ;n proportron, and .
the

- courfe Wages and Price of Labour would

:‘;’ ; /AL&V ﬂ,\/ ‘ZLM% :
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‘the Poors-Rates awould mcreafe, and of

~advance, which might not drop when Corn
‘dropt in. Price. No Farmers in the South B
need to Want a Market for their “Grain
when it is dear in the North, and when
it s cheap, .or even at a moderate Rate =~
at feveral drfferent diftant Parts' of this s '

- Kingdom, let it be exported to. Forelgﬂ
Parts ' S e

If any better Scheme can be propofed
for the’ general Weal of the Kingdom, I
1ha11 be glad of it; let it be embraced Some\‘ - !
_Method ought to be taken to prevent the | _j
~ Infurreions and, the Hard{hlps many feel B
from the Scarcrty of Provifions : and. the |
Propofal above is the moft likely that has o
_occur’d to me.: Occaﬁonal Bills to prevent . |
iiExportatlon are only temporary Expedlents 5
but fach a Law ought to be made as would
f?guard agamﬂ: future Evds as far as we are‘
table. S ’ ' L
A I cannot omit - fpeakmg my Sentrments' LT
‘on another Part of that A& of the lf’c of W. A’_D . /égj ~
and M. tho I am apprehenﬁve fome Mer-
chants,

‘me !é‘&j a«c:o‘t:)uwj Lo 03[77[;-.1&)0,,8» /J& %jk_/
clt.c»t /J/\,LAL//(P /WG\/L hf’(ﬂ\% 0{’ MM%QLW

74
;‘ / /() ﬁfw vvuﬁ()uz/llﬁaﬁuu aabe ‘7,‘41_ })*Lx._&,s«.\,_c:ﬁ’;

| &= aa: o % 2 healiq, t’huegta)‘['
f“:hma_ - / ‘tmc / pMML

W%R.Lk&..d( ) ‘4’”&45 ‘i /3&;,\1! -
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“chants, and fome of my brother Farmers
will differ with me. Prefent Profit is the
ObJe& of too many of every Rank; but
private Intereft thould give way to that of
the Publick, I think the Tax laid on the
Publick for’i?uountles on Exportatxon unne-
ceflary, for ‘a Tax 1 mult call it, ﬁnce

t"-wd/ that which is paid by the Officers of the

~Cuftoms  to the Exporter caufes -a Deficj-
ency of fo much in the Revenue, which

muft be made up another Way. In our
 Situation we can ill aﬁ’ord to throw away
Money ;-and if I am not mifinform’d; with-

“in the’ Compafs of fome Years fome hun- _f '

dred thoufand Pounds ‘have been - pard as.

Premxums on Exportatlon of Gram and-—’

Floul’. ’ "f ' B _' '

Now in order to make it mamfeﬁ: that
fuch Premxums have been a pubhck Bene- =

“fit, Proof fheuld be given that -all or ‘the
greatef’c Part of fuch Corn whtch was ex-

ported, would not have gone abroad with-
___out the Allowance of the Bounty ; and that

‘no Part was exported When it ‘was Wanted
at home. o =

"

B A
‘
i R
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I grant the Exporters would not have .
had. fuch high Gains without the Bounty 5
fibut that is not the Queﬁron. £ :

: I thmk I ‘may Iay it down for a certam
‘Truth,
‘home ‘and-déar: abroad; it will find its Way
to the Market: without ‘a' Pfemium, "
‘whenever it ‘is cheap abroad, it cannot be
~wanted from - this Kingdom ; 4nd when-
-ever it isi -not. cheap at-home, it ought net :
-to-be fent abroad, let the Pnce be there ever
“fo great s or 4t leaft. unlefs upon fome Very'
:extraordmaryr Occafion;. to the Affiftance of
an Ally ingreat N eceﬁity, (as-lately-to Lif=
*bori) and in: fuch Cafes, not to be too often
ﬁrepeated it il s g

-that whenever " Corn" is chea

That

I t‘hmk it :a common Error to fup ofe

| -the Land-Owner a “confiderable. Gaxner by
' -this Preminm paid to’ the- Merchant;; the
“Price of>Grain abroad does not fix the Price
-here: at-home ; the Merchant neither- pays
‘more or lefs to the: Farmer for: the Grain
Sup- .
pofc Wheat was but 205, aO\arter at; home,”

‘he buys than the Price it bears here,

(and

néﬁ%

!
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(and it was but about that Price in many
 Parts for foie Years together) and: the Price
of the fame Grain’ was at Cadzz at that Tlme o
505 a Quarter, can any one, imagine tha.t o
the Merchant on account of fuch high Price :
-abroad, or'on account of the Bounty, W111 )
. -give to the Farmer -one Doit above, 20s.a
- "Quarter the Market-Prxce at. homeP How
" vthen does the Land-Owner. get any thmg by
_the Bounty ? But theMerchant’sGain in fuch
- Cafes' would be' immoderate 5 the. Bounty )
‘would be 25J.:4% cént: on his ane-Coﬂ: |
‘and he would: get 150/ ¥’ cent. more; ‘de-
‘dutting the Freight; onlyby the Difference of
* Price at different Markets.. - In; fuch Cafes is
*not the Tax unneceﬂ"arlly laid on'the Publick?
-or will any one.fay that fuch Corn would not
“have gone abroad without a Premiam ?: But
| .fuppofe the Difference of Price to be con-
: ﬁderably lefs, -the Merchant will'find it his
*Intereft to export Grain without any Bounty
~at all;. It cannot’ be' doubted ‘but that‘the
“Premiums -lately ‘paid ‘have been’extreamly
“injurious  to the Publick, . if -by them. En-
- couragement has 'béen-givento export: Grain
“-when ata. hlgh Price’and wanted at: home
and if the higher Price abroad was a fuf-
ﬁc;ent Inducement, then the Bounty was

U=

e AP PR YT
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| unneceﬁ'arlly paid. Is it not - ﬁrange that’
~in fo thort a Time after Premitums “have
| ‘been glven to encourage the Exportatlon

of our Grain' out of the Kingdom, we

thould proﬁ"er Premlums to encourage" the

" Importation_of the very fame Commodlty

into the ngdom ? This thews the Abfur~

-~ dity and ill Policy of fuffermg Grain to be’
exported at all when it isat fo high a Pnce |

as is now tolerated by Law, as ‘well as the
Folly of allowmg a Bounty at, fuch Tlmes

n partxcular

‘ e
e AN

It is very plam that if Prenuums are
proper: to be allowed at all, they thould
only be fo when Corn is at a low Rate
‘at-home’; but we ought never to allow fo
‘ hlgh a Bounty as gs. a Quarter: and o

far fhould we be from allowing any Bounty
~when Corn only borders on a high Price,

that Gram fhould not- then be exported

~at all; for there is buta Step ‘betwixt dear
~and Very ‘dear.’ We have found by Expe-

rience when Grain’ once becomes dear, that

. fome will take the Advantages of the Tlmes,
“and not take their Grain in hafte to pub-

lick Markets, but keep it in Store in hopes

I

of
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‘of its bemg dearer ; and many, if tolerated -
" longer to purchafe Grainat F armers Houfes,
may buy up large Quantmes, raife the Prlce:,
of Markets, and. not retail trll there is a
‘great Want, and the Price mounted high.
‘They could not do this fo eafily if they .
* were reftrain’d to the purchafing. only in
open Markets, and be obliged to part with

| it as the Law requlres in one Month after
s 'the Purchafe of i 1t : ~

To my other Propofals therefore, I fhall

e , add thefe, tO wjt

« ground and Meal -thall be fold

¢ only at pubhck Markets unlefs tq.
€ Perfons for their own private Ufe,-
| « and not. to fell again,

e That no. Wheat ground or un-
ground thall . be exported abroad

“ ~when it fells for 405 a Quarter

.' “ (or 55 a Bufhel) at .any of the

) | g“ Markets aforefard

“And

{,

;k”“ That Wheat ground or un-

[27]

e {'And that if : any Bounty at’ aﬂ
- ‘,’ « fhould be thought proper to be
e contifued on Exportatton, whrch
BN § thmk unneceﬁ'ary, it thould only

. e¢ be fo ‘on Whgg;, ground or un-

e “ground,’ when it doesnot’ 'exceed

'« 45 @ Bufhel at-the Port' it goes

<« from. And that fuch Premium

¢c !hall not exceed 2;, 6d. ¥ O\ar-
,.,,1;“ ter on- Wheat, and 13, gd on
1 ‘; Ryc n BN .

CAs to Beans, Peafe, Malt Barley, Oaté
and Rye, thefe to’ remain’ (eXcept ‘the Al-

he Foot-
teration of the Bounty on Rye)on't
1:11;; they ftand in the A& of 1ft of W and

M. in refpeét to Exportatron.

If ‘a Law was' made to the Effe& above,
¥ cannot fee how the Land-Owner would

be_hurt; and.the Publick in general would
" be greatly benefited,

| Not ’ tended to
Nothin above-mentron d is in
vary the gMethod of buymg ‘and  felling

-' ty of Lon-
Grain, Flour, or Meg in theCl y o gy
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SR Forq;&allers, Regtz}te‘rs* gnd; Ingroﬂcrs, or

S a& .
| don, or in the Bxlls wxjt'hm Ten Mxles of .
‘LB”@’“”'\ zAJ){iOd}ﬁK Cities,and Towns have

qg:;thp };ert-pays eyery Week .and Pla='
¢es; fixed for, Cqm-«Ma;,ke;ts,I wherc the In-

abgt:}pgg and: Nclghbours may. bej fupphcd
But the La‘wsnmade or, to be made againft

whick relate to; E}gpo;tatlon, fhould extend
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rI,,As you deﬁr’d ma thnge my Qpinion
freely, you muﬁ: excufe my. Prq}ugnty It
- the Contents of this meet with your Ap-
p;@auom andy, Xqu xmagme the Publica-
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