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lieve, to need any Proof. that the
greateft Errors haye{ in particular
" Ages met with 2’ univertal Recsption.
To infer therefore either a certainty or fit=
nefs. of Things from. a general Practice or

" fTradition, is in Effe@ to fan&ify the idleft

“Tales and moft fabulous Relations. - I:do
‘not however think, that Opinions grounded
‘on common Confent fheuld be overthrewn

but by .Arguments that carry “she ftrongeft -
Conviction along. with them ; but ‘where

fuch are produced, I hope my dear Country-

" men will readily diveft themfelves of all'un-

reafonable Prepoffeffions, and hearken to the. -

. }VQiCﬁ_ of Truth, .though never fo oppofite

Az W

Y

T is a Trith too well known, I bes
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to the favourite and eftablithed Notions. of

.« So'much I judged.proper to premile as
* <the Propofal I have to make may ‘proba~
‘bly. meet with .fome._Oppofition fram' Peos
- ple of mean contracted Views ; but I here

* declare, T am above regarding any Adver-

faries, whofe Hearts are actuated by little
fordid Motives. . .

""Toproceed  therefore to, the Subjec

Matter, in order to which, permit me,

- gentle Reéader, by way of: Text to my
_ following: ‘Difcourfe, ~to.” lay’ down. this
fingle Propofition, viz.© . - T

i * That the- makin g articulate. Sounds,
¢ (by the Vulgar called Speaking) is a moft

. pernicious: Cuftom, produdtive ' of innu-

< merable Evils, and conducive .in 1o fort

4 .to. the Welfare and Happinefs -of :Man-

- * kind, and of confequence that it ought
. to be utterly abolifhed from amongft us,

% by enjoining all People for the future

¢ to be abfolutely dump,;." R

T can’t indeed but acknowledge, that 2
‘very eminent’ Man, .(Mr. Lock 1 mean)
feems -t countenance a contrary. Opinion,
T S but
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but this will only. prove that the greateft
Genius’s are: not totally exempt from Im-

serfe@tion: and i Error, - As well as 1 re~
wmember he. exprefles himfelf in the follow-
¢ Language, fays he, was defigned as
the Infirafment and commion Tye of So-
¢ ciety. Man therefore had by Nature - his |
$¢ Qrgans fo fafhioned as to be fit-to frame
¢t articulate Sounds, which we call'Words ;.
¢< and which :Sounds it was: neceflary he

¢ fhould be -able to ufe as figns of inter-

A

)

Lal

€% nal Conceptions, and to make. them

$¢ ftand as Marks for the Ideas within

‘#¢ his own Mind, whereby they- might

. be made known ta. others, and the
< Thoughts and Meanings of Men’s ‘Minds
¢ be conveyed from one to another.
¢« Words therefore in their primary- Sig-

e nification and Ufe ftand for nothing
< but. the Ideas in the Mind of him that
¢¢ ufes ‘them., When a Man. fpeaks to

< another it is that he may be underftood,
< and the end. of Speech, is, that thofe
< Sourids as Marks may make known his
.¢¢ Ideas to the Hearer., SR

) So rknucﬁvfor, jthat. learxiédl-.Gc.nficman?s |
| _Supppﬁtion.,(for fo I muft call it) fince (I

beg
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beg leave to fay). there are not the leaft
Traces. to be found amongft - us, that Lan-
- .guage .produces the Effefts he. fpeaks of,

and that the Thoughts and Meanings of ’

Men’s Minds are conveyed by Words from
one to anothcr .

I am very Well aware of the Dxfﬁcultxes
I lie. under in encountring a Cuﬁ:om grown
venerable and fanctified as it were by a
long Courfe of Time. That Mankind

have been a great while accuftomed to .

fpeaking is moft certainly true; but that

o they.ought for that Reafon to perfevere in

a bad Practice is by. no means a juft Confe-
«quence. If being once in an Error is a
good Argument. for contmumg in it, all

Reformations are wrong, and inftead. of a

Proteftant. Church, Popery or. Pagamfm
ought to be eﬁabhfhcd amongft us,

The pretcnded ufe of SPCECh 1s, ,,that

kthe Thoughts - and  Meanin gs of . Men’s

Minds may by their Words be conveyed
Afrom one to another! :I atk, how this
End has. been anfwered ? And ‘whether
Language is not rather the common In-
ftrument of all manner of Deceit. and
ercumventxonP What Argumcnts ‘then

“gan be. erught in Defence of a Practice -

attcndect
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aftended with the moft fatal Mifchiefs?
I never heard of but one that feemed to
carry any fort of Plaufibility along with

arid " that T fhall confider with -the

Temper becommg an 1mpart1al Enquxre{
aftcr Truth.‘ T ‘. g

" An ingenious Phyﬁcmn who has wrote
P Dlﬁ'ertatlon on ‘the Excellence of ' Exer=

cife for the Prefervation” of ' Health, "ats
tempts to fhew the Power of the Ex- o
ercife of the Voice on the principal Or=

gans of the Body, and obfervesthat’ fre~
quent fpeaking is fo proper -to fupply

other ‘bodily Exercifes, that perhaps it
would not be a meer Jeft to fay; that if

Women : don’t - want {o much Exercife  as

‘Men, tlS becaufe thcy are more Talka-‘ |

txve, i

Tam lehng to glve this Argument its full
Welght and- fuppofing” what is-here: taken
for granted, viz, That Talking is a whole=

"fome Exercife. T'will . g0 a Tictle further

and allow, that the Health as’ “well of ‘ours
felves as our Fellow-creatures, ‘is, of ought

‘to be a principal Confideration in all hu-

‘man Refults and Determinations, ‘but af
‘ter thefe Conceﬂions -how- will it" follow

'that we are in any fort neceffitated te

tollgrate

—
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golletate the Exercife . of Talking, unlefs

the Health of :Mankind "can | by no other

means be-properly- fupported, which I bes
lieve the moft fanguine Advocates for Prats -

hng will not have Boldnefs enough to
pretend. ‘Have we not a thoufand “inno-

cent falubrious Exercifes amongft us? and
 why muft we then have: Recourfe to, any-
 liable to ‘the minuteft ObjeGion ¢ efpecis

ally to onethatis noxious in fo many, Pars

ticiilars; - for theugh I have here :{fuppofed
that Talking is‘'a wholefome Exercife; 1

think the-contrary may be very ‘cafily de-

.....

o @onf’éi"atcd. ST

" T4s certain that Women do not want fo

much Exercife as Men; butthat is not

“owing to their. being more ‘talkative, . bug
to their great Temperance and Moderation

in Eating and Drinking, and I appeal to

all the married Men of Great Brjtain, -
whether their ‘Wives are ever, more indif- -

pofed,-or in-a worfe Condition both.of Bedy

and Mind, ithan when they talk. moft. { E
have known a Fit of Talking immediately

inflame , the whole mafs of Bloed .of the

moft eminent Beauty in this Town, -info- -
iuch that for many Days together-fhe was - -
not able to-thew her Face. .-And ‘we all .

;3}&!10\’? in Fevers;. the Sym:PtGm ‘which: de-
S ~ potes
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notes the ‘extrgai'r_ie{’c Dgnggr," is, that of
Raving: or T alking much, for which Rea~
fon the moft fkilful Phyficians always di-
rect the Patient to be kept as quiet as

*poﬂib_le.‘ The Britifb Ladies were never

fo remarkable for robuft Conftitutiong

as in the Reign of the glorious Queen

Elizaberh, and yet the Maxim in thofe
Pays was, hat they fhou’d be {een, but not

heard, In thort, there is fomething fo bane-

ful and malignant jn the very Nature of

* Speech, that a fingle Word has been often.

{

. taught his Pupils

known to throw a whole Family into 3
2

ing' Diforder, and Solomop gives talking

no other Encomium, than that of a Fool's

being known by a multitude of Words, It

s likewife recorded of one of the mofk

learned of antient Philofophers, that he
to ' be dumb for feven

Years, and if to be dumb feven Y ears was

“a-good Thing, furely to be always dumb is

‘much better,

- 1 fhall now Confider fome of the Conr
veniencies that would naturally accrue to
the Publick, from the abolifhing of. Speech,
or in other Words, from. People’s ceafing. -
te Talk, e T




In the firft Place” then, I, fubmit it;

whether it would not be a probable . means

of uniting that numerous and  wealthy

Sect of People called Quakers to the. efta-
blithed Church- of. England. Our. free and

volatile way of Speaking (which is quite

vouatile king (which is quite
;ncor}ﬁﬁent with the:;p%mgent and ?em-: ‘
phatical manner that prevails amongft them)
we all know. to be one of ;;thciij»priﬁc“ipal: |

Objections againft us. They are. frugal of
tl)el’r;_,Spet‘ech, and therein c{o the,y "_eiééeif
us in. Wifdom. A Church of Eng]and..
man utters ten times as many Words in a
- Minute as a Qyaker, and there is therefore

ten times the Chance againft him,.of. his
faying more foolith Things, but by totally

abolifhing the Practice of talking, ‘this Ob<
jection to us muft neceffarily. fall to. the
- Ground. We fhall neither be in dangé_r, of .'

faying foolith Things, nor of giving O ‘
to wife Men .whogg»r'e‘ obligegcl toglfleg?r;cf?
~and by making this Step to a Coalition, Wh(;f

knows but they may come the reft of the
Way, which would. certainly be a great
ftrengthening to the Proteftant Intereft, - .

It is likewife Wofthy of Conﬁderation? ”

how many fine Gentlemen’s Lives would be
annually faved, by putting it out of their
Power to give each other the Lic, which

~ nothing
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nothing but being dumib can ever effectually

The Tongue is the Conduit of Defama-

‘  fion;- the poifoned Pipe thiough which the

malicious -convey their devouring Scandal !
Let it therefore be clofed up with an ‘eter-
nal - Silence, : that that Fury, “Detraction
may:ne longer ufurp an Empire. OVer -us.
What ! - though ‘our' Tea-tables fuffer in
their Merriment ? Surely, - the Ladies of
Great Britain (who are of a lively ingeni-

“ous Nature) can’t long beat a Lofs for

fome Entertainment more ‘honourable, plea-

~ “fing, and: innocent, than that- of -abufing’
 their Neighbours'and beft Friends. ‘What
& Comfort. will it likewife be to every: fo-

ber Man  to be able: to- walk. through “all.
Parts of ithis' great: City, . not: excepting:
even the Hundreds of Drury, or the Pa-
vade at Whitehall, and ‘never: to-have his
Ears annoyed: with any of :thofe fhocking

~ Qaths or Curfes, that now make upfo con-

fiderable a Part of even ‘the politeft .Con- -

- verfations.

: And to’this Advéntage may iv;:je added, that-
of avoiding the unfavoury Morning Salutes

* of drunken Sots, and rotten Men of . Gal-

lantry,who by throwing an infeGtious Breath.
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. in youf Face, are always fure:to de Srive:
- you of that Health, which their ill;—,’tlijméd’ |
| good:Brt::edmg makes them enquire after, o

- Afaw for catting bit the Tonges of all

S_tock—jqbbcg‘s, has been often mentioned as
a moft equitable and rational Expedient tg

frec the Nation from the Evils attending

thei; P_rjaé’ci'ces,i ah‘d indeed I believe it can’t
bci ‘demed,. that‘. nothing but the. ;deﬁro,yirig:'
the means of propagating falfe Rumours

. can ¢ver effeCtually fecure us from the exe-

’ '{:rable Devices of that fet of Men,  Hows=
- ever fince a general Prohibition of Speecht
cannot_fail of anfwering all the fame go‘od_"

Purpofes, ani of obviating all the Mifchiefs

| ﬁnﬁ?laipﬁd of, and as it has ever been a
Maxim amongft the wifeft Legiflatures tg

have the Prevention of Crimes in their Con~

t.?mplaiion_t ‘rather than Sthe Punithment 3
1 apprehend ‘ the éafieft Method (whlch is

doubtlefs the moft agreeable to ‘Nature) |

ought without any fort of Hefitation to be
proferred by s,

| AThg: number bf ihhocéﬁt youn Creature&
» da;ly feduced into Infamy and R%i_n by ‘the
{mooth beguiling Tongues of perjured De-

bauchees, is an Evil that (to the great Con=

folation of all who have Daughters to dif-
. . . et - B N que‘: .

L
N pofe of) |
ing immediately remedied by a Prohibition

of Speech,

been ‘recommended to the Publick for the
difcharging the heavy Debt under whichthe |
Nation at prefent groans, but I beg leave to
fay, that.a Law to make’ |
“would prove the moft adequate to that o=
ble Defign, of any Method that has yet
been hit upon.
have heard of the immenfe Sums daily ex~
pended by great M—=s to pay People for
K holding their Tongues, infomuch thatic

A Modq/iPropoj&l, &c. 13 o

we fhould likewife be fureof feea

* Many Schemes have from time to time

People dumb

We all know, or at leaft

is become a kind of M———1 Proverb,
swhen any. Perfon talks louder than ordina-

" fy, to fay, that that Man wants to have his .

Mouth ftopp'd; but by paffing an Act for
a general Silence, all this Money would be

~ faved to the Exchequer, which . in a few

Years would goagreat way in lightening the
national Debt, and. getting rid ‘at leaft of

 fuch Taxes as bear hardeft on. the Staple
Commodities of theKingdom.

- How glorious wouldit be |.To fee Princes
no longer expofed to the Blandifhments
of Flatterers, nor fubject to the envious
Whifpers of infidious Parafides | Oh! I}‘;Of

o : BN that

e R
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- that happy Hour! But alas ! That happy
Hour ‘we can have no hopes of feeing, till

all Mankind are dumb.

It would moft certainly fave 'a vaft
deal. of Time and Trouble, to have
~every thing acted in  Silencé, ‘and whe
~ther this Method (had it ‘been inftituted
“fome time agoe) would not. have done 'Ho-

nout to the greateft part; as well of our fo-

reign as domeftick Tranfactions, -during a
certain  wh

- had the Management of them; will be pleas

- {ed, I hope, to take into their moft ferious
 Confideration, = SRR R

-~ What a happy tranquil Life would that
of a Prime M—s be, provided he was
not liable to the faucy Jefts and - Sarcafins
of unruly little People! Now-a-ddys there
isno going any where but what you ' are -
immediately furrounded by a Tribe of im-
pertinent Coxcombs, who are’ making free

- with their Betters, and turning the ‘grave

Meafures of our greateft S——n into . Ri-
dicule and Contempt.  Such Infults are in-
tolerable, and ought not be offered to il-
luftrious C———rs; but that no worthy Men-
hereafter may be difcouraged by the mali~
. clous Tongues of feurvy Fellows out of

B &
P,

[——y, the Gentlemen who have

1

A Modeft Propofal, &c. 1§
Pore—e, T conceive fome Expedient ought -
10 ;béth’ou}gh}t‘tof;, and T do not apprehend a

méfe,pregnant'-and-cﬂ'e&ual} one can pof=

 fibly be devifed, than an abfolute Prohibitigg. |
~‘of Speech, - SR -

) Many and gféat_afe the Advantages bes

fides thofe already mentioned, that would

neceflarily redound to Society from th§ }Ta-~ |
« ,ci‘tu'rni‘t'y of Mankind ; to enumerate themk

all, woulc e up i all

vould take up more Time, and fill
:Illlg,)rzv Olgiipef, _thzinp I at prefent can W‘?ﬁ-
:fpeire’ the Reader’s own Qbfervauop Wlli
fave’me that Labour and Expence. - I fhall

therefore add but one more, which I con= ,

1 1 ien obviate
ive in itfelf to be fuﬂiqent_ to o
!;fg; Iioﬁible Objection againft the Regula-

tion herein propofed, 1 fay then, that 1

Speaking was totally’ laid “afide, ‘we {hould

no longer have Recoutfe to the Words, but

" to the A&ions of Mankind, to know how

v Perfon might with fafety be depend-
iilr 9(&)1;}" : Pdncbz'fzgllo i1 Patriota Furiofo 1s
a recent Example how little Confidence \fzvc
thould put in the Expreffions of others; bor
twice ten rolling Years that Tongue of his -e(;
tied hisHeart in ‘every Word it fpoke, anI
therefore as the Actions (?f Men are the fhon1 ly
true Criterion to diftinguifh them by, I a,h,
é,xpon the whole, moft humbly {ubmit it to the

Wifdom
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' *fodom of the Legiflature, whether the -
" Eyils attending the abominable Practice of

" *Talking, that has fo long prevailed amongft
~_ us, do not loudly cry out for Redrefs? and
" ‘whether it ‘be not cxped)ent to pafsa Law

either totally to abolifh all manner of In-

~ tercourfe by articulate Sounds, or elfe to
‘make it° ngh Treafon for any Perfon
whatfoever to believe whatanother faysto

“him ; but as the latter may be fubje to

Ca,vxls 1 think the firft Method the moft

- eligible, the Advantages being apparent, and

R bemg liable to no manner of Ob)céhon ;
. that can furely have the leaft chght w;th‘

o ‘2 reafonable Perfon Lo '

1

. 1
’ !
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