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 READER |

g3 H.E Heartsof all thofe
TR e who are ‘anterefted 11
o the private Affairs of
T 1he Nation, ought t9 be |
BRERR yyalierably fixed upon
the Truth. . The Scheme of the Ex-
~cife, j)rop(fed laft Seffron of Parlia-
ment, which [everal Writers have
‘turned according to vheir proper Ends,
and’ fecrer Views, makes the prinet-
pal Objelt of this Treatife, Sor
“avhich Caufe 1 .undertake 10 difeufs,
fundamentally, this Subjelt 5 alfo
“the Motives avhich determined 1the
Miniftry to drop this Projeét, that
A . I

f"c'}f'l:y ’




v Tothe READER.

cvery one may . have a juft "Igi’ezz_of
the Defign of the Mimiftry, in the

> Lo N e o |
- Rife und Foll of the faid Scheme;

by which,aith the Reflettions awhich
Shall  be made therewpon, it awill be
eafy to decide if the Miniftry be
Praife or Blazme-'-rwort/ajz. ST
fT/Je many and varions Hritings
which have appeared, within this

) ﬂorft Time, on this Subjell, have
obliged the Author to ircat it in a
more ample Manner, in order to
eilz;’,ye the  Sophtfms, and improper
Comparifons, awhich often zﬁlezye
a%id darken both Truth™ and 3%7%25-3;

The Author declares himfelf, with

al/ the poffible Sz’m‘emfty,f fo have
been 70 ways  animated by either
Parties, o this Undertaking,  but
haot 11 is entirely ex _pfOPI‘:lOéMOtL}o

V I NDICATIO N

| Q'F THE
| .Condaﬁ .@f the M1 NISTRY.

SHE Scheme of the Ex~
=16 cife on Wine and To~
@ bacco, being entirely
) dropp’d by the Mini-
| ~ firy for the Advantage
of Peace, we are not to write, at -
prefent, on that Subject; but only -
in Vindication of the Minifter in
the faid Scheme, from which the

principal Motives of Blame, im-

puted to him, were drawn; and
altho’ the Scheme was explained by
'1 | the

A Y




‘the Mml{’cry, as zﬂf‘f‘b'by. the oppo-.
fite Party, after a very fenfible

Manner, that the Nation might be

‘thoroughly inftru@ed of its true
Motives ; notwithftanding the Con-.
fufion, and different Interpretations,

which a great Number of Writers

"have brought in, fometimes with

Appearances of defending the Mi-

“niftry, fometimes of the oppofite

Party, they either deftroyed entire~

1y the trie Motives and Confe-

quences of the faid Scheme, or

turied them into metaphorical

Méanings, or direétly contrary to

their' own : Therefore, I {hall be=
gi:n to canvafs over agaii, as fuc-

cin@ly as poffible, the" Motives,

and the Obje&ions, for and againft

‘the faid Scheme, becaufe it was.
that occafioned all the Grievances.

| ueftion was .
‘only this; To change the Method,
bitherto, pradtifed, of collelting the

The Scheme 1n

" Duies

(7))

Duties laid on Wine and Tobacco in
Great Britain, I

This Propofal _prdceedcd from "

i Three Motives, as appears by what
has been publifhed .on this Occa-
fion. " _

“The fisfk s, The Intereft of the

Natton.

The Second, The Abufes and
 Frauds committed, by Reafon the

?réz/efzt Method is not fufficient #o

The Third is, The ‘;’Oé'ZngCZZiOﬂ the

Government lies under, to prevent;

by an ffeltual Remedy, an Trrega-

larity, advantageons only to a few

- difboneft Men, and of great Detri-

ment to the Nation. This 1s what

the Propofer of the Scheme in-

ténded. ' ~

. The Mlnl&rytl“Oughtltneoeﬁ |

fary, for‘ the Intér.é&,gif_the ‘}Kinga' |
dom, to lay on this, and other

Duties, in order to defray the ne-

~ ceflary Charges' of the Kingdom,
both
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both at home and abroad

Commerce,
- leges, dnd to fecme itfelf from the
- dangerous Attempts of the nelgh-
bourmg Powers, and keep them
within the Pounds of their lawful
Rights : The Miniftry, I fay,

thought fit, for thefe Juﬁ and ne-

ceflary Ends to lay on thefe Taxes ;
and bemg farther convinced, th&t
the Exmenues of the State had

. been 1nc1eafed by unforefeen Acci-

dents and Events, therefore it was
become . neceﬂ‘fu*y to have Recourfe,
not onIy to extraordinary Land
Taxes, but allo to confiderable

;Loms whlch are now very bur-

ihenfome to the Nation.

Now the Mmlﬁ”ry aflert, That
if the late Scheme, propmcd to
colle& the Duties on Wine and
Tobacco, was ufed with all the
| Equity the Law requires, 1t would
- enable Lhe Govemment to lay afide
the

to malne
tain and pxote& the. leerty of 1ts
its Rwhts and Privi-

.‘:Tm dlﬁerent Ways

| Drawback aﬂowed

- which brmg
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the Tand Tax 1nt1re1y, and alfo

parny 10 dlfche{rac the National
Debt by a yearly Payment of Part
of its Capntal

"The Frauds which dre committed
and which 1t

has fiot Kitherto been oﬁlbie to

| /Prevent have pom.ted out the Ne-s '

‘ .ceﬁity
* thefe Frauds are Geﬂeml and others

Some of

of a Remedy:

Private;

The General szzdf on "Tobaccs
dre committed after ] Jt has been Fxa
poxtcd out of Eﬁglmzd and the
then 1t 18 p1 1
yately brought baak again and
Janded, Whereby the Govemment

18 defrauded of the Whoie Duty.

'Ih1s is done with Ve‘feis of about

»e1ghteen or twenty Tonns Burden,\‘ |
it back from Holland,

and other Places fhat it Had been

Fxported to ; and it is certain, that
B by

by which Means
~ the Interefls the Nation now pays .
would be conﬁderably leflened:
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by the great Precautions thefe Peox

ple ufe, who carry on this {mug=

igliﬁg 'Trade, ot one out’ of twerty
- of thefe Veflels 15 taken. K
" The Private Fradds cominitted
on Tobacco, are done by the {mall
Weights they make ufe of to weigh

it when 1t islnipbrt’éd,f‘aﬁd-acc‘-ord;-‘ |

“ing to which, the Merchant pays
‘the Duty: But when ‘it is'to be

- - Exported, they getit weighed with

‘great Weights'; by which Means

the Crown becomes lyable to the.

" Difference of the Weight, and fo
payeth a much greater Sum 1in
Drawbacks, than what the Duty
amounted to which it had received.

But another Fraud which (’tis

faid) is vifibly committed, is, that

- -the Merchant Imports his Tobacco |

into the Kingdom extremely prefs’d,
‘and lighten’'d of its Weight, by
~the {upprefling of Part of its natu-
val Subftance, occafioned by the
‘Force of the Preflure ; and they
. ;o Export

R

R 3
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“Export it moiftened and wet, to

give it the greater Weight, and

~ by that Addition to get a greater -

Drawback. | o
- The Fraud practifed on Wines
is of two Sorts ; the firft and moft
confiderable is by the vaft-Quan=

tities of Wines Imported in the

about

Kingdom', by Veflels o

~ eighteen or twenty "T'onns Burthen,

which come all along the Coafts of

* .

this Hland during the whole Courfe

of the Year, but efpecially in the

Winter? and the {aid Wines are
put on Shore in the Night time,

 and immediately carried farther 1n-

to the Country. 1 | E
A fecond kind of Fraud 1s known,

" to the whole Town ; and it is by

a Compofition that 1s made of feve-
ral Ingredients, the Fuice of Elder
Grains, Wild Mulberries, and Cy-

~ der, which {ell to the Vintners at

_a third or fourth Part cheaper than

Wine fells at; and they, in their

B 2 Retail
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Retall fell it mlxd with Wine,
f01 eal Wine, as many Peo le
complam they do, and eipemally
the Wine Merchants, -

I have expofed thlS Fa& he1e9

fuch as it is really faid to be, and
the Plopofer fays the ey amount 10

he Lofs of 'no lefs than 4 of |

500,000 Pounds Ster lmg j)er Ann.
to the Profit of thofe who adulte-
terate the Wines, and to the DP-
tufnent of the Stateo |

The thnd Motive 18 the abfo—_

lute and md;fpenfa‘)le Obligation
the Government, and the Natlon

lies under to wmedy Abufes as

huztﬁﬂ to the State, and to every
one 1n partlculﬂr as they are

blameable for their Injuihce, and

t‘zeu dlfferent Imqmtieeo Thefe
are then the Reafons which fec,m
co have determmed the propof ng
to alter the prefent Method of col-u
ﬁe&mnr thefe’ Dutiés (as bemg 1n-
mﬂiclent) mto a QPW one capable

@f
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of fupprefﬁng and preventmg Abufes
and Frauds. -

The oppoﬁte Party were for

rejecting this Propofition for dif-
ferent Reafons, taken from - zhe
Low qf Natzons, which I f{hall

mention with all the Circumftances

. that attend them ; but it will be

proper, before T enter upon them,
to know what is the
Propofer, his Funétions, and his
Duty; and thofe of his Oppofers,
and the diiferent Intereﬁs of each

of them.
"~ 'The Propofei is a Mlmﬁzel of

| State, and Firft Lord of the Trea-

1S 1N=

fury, who, in that Quality,
d1fpenﬁbly obhged to have an Eye
upon, and prevent the embezzling
and wafting of the National Res
yenues ; and not only {o,

muft Preferve them as a

of the Treafmy, to Provxde for the
Emer-

(Qlahty of the

but he
{acred

Truft Commltted to his Care, 1
Conjun@uon with the other Lords
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Emergencies and, Security of. the

Nation; fo that he being well
and Lofs

~ aflured of the Walting
of Part of thefe Revenues, by the
‘Frauds that are committed, he can
neither tolerate not fuffer them,
but he muft be guilty of a criminal
Prevarication, and alfo become: re-
~{ponfible to God, and Mén, for the
Prejudice thereby done to the Na-
tion ; fo that his principal Duty,
and his own Honour, oblige him
to find out a2 Remedy that may put
a Stop te, or prevent thefe Sorts
of Mifdemeanors: ‘That is what
he intended to do by putting this
new Scheme in Pratice, which- he
propofed as the only fure Means
for the obtaining that End ; and this
is what we defign to examine.
The oppofite Party feems to be
compofed of Vintners and Tobaco~

nifts, either of London, or of about

fourteen Burroughs that fend Mem-~
c ~ bers

it iy Rt e e
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" bers to Parliament, and thefe have
been joined by the City Members.

 The Truth is, as appears by the

Pamphlets and Writings publifhed

on both Sides, " that this Party 1s
prote&ed‘ by Perfons of Diftinétion..

“The Political Writers - infinuate

this by their bitter and injurious

“Bxpreflions; {o that it may be faid,
~this Body is compofed “of three

Branches. It is needlefs to enlarge -

on ‘the Difference of their parti-

¢ilar Interefts; I fhall only fay

* ¢hat the firft is bent on preferving
the pfeféﬁt'MethOd for their own

Interéft : The fecond is bent on

the fame Defign from the Fears

that have been inftilled into them;

and the third alfo, through a Spi-
rit of Contradiétion.
 The Writers, on both Sides,
own the Reality of the Frauds;
the Merchants themfelves do not
deny it ; fo it thall hereafter be
taken for granted, ) |
- " Befote
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Before I enlarge on the Oppo-é

nents Reafons, I fhall mention herée

(that I may omit nothing) a pre-

liminary Objection alledged by one

of their Writers, which deferves

our Attention. |

He faid, Hhere's the Need of . |

altering the prefent Method into a
new one P - Frauds are committed
only by the Unfasthfulne(s of the
Cultom-Houfe Officers 4 j/éa; need buk
change them, and put faithful ones

272 their Room, and tlyéreby you will

have no Need of altering the Mes
thod of colleizng the Duties!

'T'o this I anfwer, That this Ex+

pedient is not {ufficient, and could
only remedy the lefler Part of the
Frauds on Tobacco, and not the
greateft, nor thofe Frauds commit=
ted on the Wine, but only on the
weighing of the Tobacco when it
is Entered, which is done by the
{mall Weights,'

Benefit that could be expected
- - " ““from

That’s all the

- ()

from thofe uncorruptible Officers ;
but for the main of the Fraud on
Tobacco or Wine, by Means of

the Importatiorni that is made by
the fmuggling Veflels on the Coaft,
loaded with thefe Commeodities
from different’ Places, and "which
are landed in the Night Time,
is- fo wvaft and' confiderable a
Fraud, that the Detriment it does
to the State is incredible: It is
this which the Cuftom-Houfe Of-

-~ ficers, were they twenty  times:

more numerous than they are, could
not prevent, how diligent . and.
faithful {oever : they were; - nor
could the Cuftom-Houfe Barges,
or Veflels, be of great Ule,. fo
great are the Precautions of the
Smugglers, and their Affociates on

- Shore. : |

People may j’udge,‘ from former
Experiences, what 1s done' now-a=
days in this Commerce of Iniquity L.

e About
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‘About four Years ago the Prifons

~in London wete full of Smugglers;

‘the Law was then very fevere a-
gainft them: When they were
taken in the Fa&, they were im-
~prifoned till they had payed a con-
~_fiderable Fine, their Ships . and
Cargoes were condemned ;- yet this
rigorous Proceeding did not hinder

their Ships and Veflels from cover-

ing the Seas, and hovering round
our Coafts, only for this Reafon,
~ that there was not one in twenty
of them taken; which Number,
‘at prefent, is certainly far greater,

‘their Goods being now only con-

fifcated, and not their Perfons.

The Bufinefs now is to examine

whether the Method which was
prcpdfed to colle&t thefe Revenues
would anfwer the Ends: That 1is,
Whether it can remedy and prevent
all Kinds of Smuggling and Frauds,
and whether any other Method

| could

- (19) o
could produce this good Effe& as
certainly as this can..

It was propofed to colleét, by
Way of Exgife, the Duties on
Wines and Tobacco, as the Duties
on Malt and Beer are now atual=
ly colle¢ted. T
" Every candid Man muft agree
('tis faid) that it is the only Way
to colle&t them, with Equity, on

Wine and Tobacco, and to prevent.

Smuggling and Fraud: -

 That it 'is the only Means to

prevent Smuggling, by Reafon the
Smugglers, who bring thofe Wares
to our Coafts with thefe Veflels,

will find no Buyers, becaufe of the

Surveying, at the "Me'rChant’s ‘Ware-
Houfes, Cellars, &c. and by Rea-

fon of the informing o thofe

‘Wares, when ' in - private Perfon’s

Hands, the Smugglers being there-

by obliged to take their Goods
home again, theBuyers and Sellers
{hall be obliged to forfake this

C 2 Coms=
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Commerce, and fair Trading will
revive agam. . B

- 'The {ame ;T_hjin_& will. ha en
with Refpect to thofe  who gfew
adulterated Liquors ; the Retailers
will buy nene of it, becaufe the

muit be obliged to pay the Duty

for this dr;:ugg’dj‘* Staff as regularly

and fully as if it was frae and

‘“Yet, a more weighty Reafon is,

‘that then they could fell no Li-

quors as Wine, without a Permit

fromi the Cuftom-Houfe; nor could

the Retailers-buy .it. unlefs they
~declared the Seller : By this Means
the Brewers of thefe. Compdﬁfioﬁs
muft forbear to make them,}fafnd
the Nation, nor the Pijblick, could
no longer be cheated ;. whence -we

muft conelude, that this Method

1s the only one capable to remec
thefs Abufen o [0 femedy

This :P,r;incipl'é; anﬂ "the " Necef-

ity thereis to redrefs Abufes: of
| o this

((21)
this Confequence, being once ad-
mitted, what Objeftion can theve
be inaccepting this Method, if it
is not in other Refpeéts contrary to
the Liberties and Privileges of
the Nation? IR

It is certain, with Refpe& to
Vintners and Tobacconifts, that

- the Survey that was to be made

once in two or three Days,  or more
or lefs: frequently, according to

the Characer’ of the Merchant,

will give them a little more Trou-

" ble than they have now, when

there i1s no fuch Vifitation. - But
what does this Vifit. amount to?
Why, only tothisy

The Merchant keeps, or ought
to keep, a particular Regifter
Book, wherein all the Merchandizes
that were liable to pay thefe Duties
were entered ; the Officer was to
examine this Book to prove theStock
and Sale of them, and was to write _
them in his Book, that the Du-
A - ties




| { 22 )

ties might have been payed. This
15 done in a Minute, and then the
- Ofhicer goes away. What harm
could this have done to the honeft
Merchant? Why, none at all;, if

his Books are regular: None then |

but the unfair Trader can dread it,
becaufe he can conceal none of the
Goods 1n" his Houfe by Permit,
and that what is brought there in

a clandeftine Manner muft be eafily

difcovered: But let him trade

fairly, and he willfind the Benefit .

of it; for inftead of this trifling

Vifit, or Search (which, "however,

is abfolutely  neceflary) he will
reap infinite Advantages-by 1it, as
T thall fthew 1n the Sequel. - |

- Some People have -endeavoured
to give this Search a moft redicu-
lous Extenfion, faying, It was #o
be made by Night, as aell as by
Day, which is very falle, as ap-
pears from the Pra&ice ; for thefe
Searches are made inthe Day-time;
' A after

(7!3)

~ ofter which the Merchant 15 not
obliged to open his Cellar, nor

Ware-Houfe, again. L .
Laftly, what can the Vintners
and Tobacconifts complain of,
when they are .In no worfe Cafe

than the Brewers, Maltfters, €5c.

‘whofe Tranquility, or Fortune, are. |

not difturbed nor aggrieved by

thefe Searches P Nay, - further, as
thefe Duties cannot be fully levied
but in this Manner, the Intereft of
the Nation ought to be preferred

to the finall Inconveniencies of a

few private .Perfons; a{xd it were
abfurd to think otherwife, the ra-

ther becaufe, with the moft Part
~ of thofe that complain, thefe pre-
tended Inconveniencies are only a

Pretence to prevent the Difcovery

- of their prohibited ‘and 'fe_crct_

‘Comimerce.

Their Topicks for dppoﬁng the
new Method confifted, Firlt, Iz

Moat they dreaded -(knowing the
o Expe
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Exp'eriénce of Excife La’WS) an Exa

tenfion of thgﬁ: Laws to other Merw
chandizes. | o ~

S‘econd'ly,j That this Extenfion
mnft have been prejudicial to Tréc'le, .

ezther by leﬂ%ﬂzfzg the Confumption of

s

ﬁwh Merchandizes -as would be lin-

ble 1o the Excifé, or by es |
v ¥o e, or by expofing the
ﬁzzr Trader to frequent and d%bﬁrar |
Searrches of the Officers, and to the

Determination of Commiffioners, awho
‘may be turned out at 'Ple_ozfzzre’, and

Jrom avhofe Decifon there is no -

Appeal.

Thudly, That the Exte%b% of |

- thefe Laws muft mce[/}zré@/ have

tnereafed. the Number of Officers, and
their  Power, which ‘is tnconfiftent
ewzth the Principles of Liberty, on
which our happy Conflitution is
fo’um{ed, and muft alfo deprive the
Englith Subjetis of fome  of thefe va-
Izzable Pravileges awhich have hi-
therto diftinguifbed them from thofe
of the neighbouring Nations. — - *

T Fourthly,

 Tourthly; The Taft Objection is,

Thas ihe daily Vifits of the Excife

Officers muft have been detrimental
30 the Merchants; becaife they may

‘thereby iake Cognizante of the Se-
crets of their Trade, and toke Ad=

vantage _ﬁdﬁz that Knowledge to the
Merchant s Prejzédiée.g |

T Thefe aré the moft confiderable

Allegations of the Opponents, and
are alfo the Subftance of their
Grievances: .

. To the fifk Objetion 1t was
anfwered, That the Term of Ex«

~ tenfion of the Excife Laws 1s not
“applicable t6 the prefent Cafe, be=

" caufe it prefuppéfes either a new

Law of Excife, which certain
Goods, or Merchandizes, fhall be
liable to, or that fome new Bur-
then will be added to the Law al-

~ ready eftablifhed. This is not at’

all the Cafe, but.only to change

the prefent infufficient Method 1n-
to a new one capable to recover

D the
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the DUtiGS due to the - State, By:

- Way of Excife, which is the only
e{fe&ual Method to obtain thefe
Ends and which adds nothm«r to

the Duty of Import fettled by

Law on the faid Merchandizes.

‘A Diftinétion ought to be madé
between the Law 1tfelf, and the

Lkecution of that Law : The Law
which laid the Duty on the Impor=
tation of Wine and Tobacco, re=

mains who]ly as it was ; the Du-

ty is 1n no-wife altexed nor ‘in-

creafed: Now, as the Bill only’ re=
lates to the Executlon of it, how~

{oever it is executed (Drowdcd 1t
be done with Equity) it can, inno
Senfe, be conceived, or underﬁood
undcr the Term of t;xtenﬁon, or
of a new Law.

To which we add, That this
Method was in no-wife prohibited
by any of the Laws of this Realm,
and that it was the only fure one
fox the (_,osd of the btate} and of
-‘ | * the

(‘27 )

 the Nation, and the moft equxm- |
“ble and advantageous for the fau’.

Merchant |
It was the moft ime becaufe -

~ the Duties of the btate would

have been regularly paid, at the
fame Time that the Sale of the

,Goods was to be made, and that

the Abufes in genera}, Would nave
ceafed |
It was the moft eqmtable, bea
caufe the Merchant, or Vendor,
was not obhged to pay the Daty,
but in Proportionto his Sale, and
a {mall Duty on entring his G oods
whereas, by the prefent Method
he is obliged to pay the Whok,
Duty on the Entry, whtcn is Ve1y
confiderable, efpecially on - the
Wines, which often tmns four,
and {poils in his Ware-Houfe,
whereby the Merchant not only
lofes his Purchafe Money and his
Charges, but alfo the Duty of Im-
Port Wthh he paid at the C uftom-
D2 * Houfe,
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Houfe, in which the prefent Me=

thed 1s tog fevere : How many

Wine Merclmnts have been rumed f

by this P Whereas by the new

Method 4s Lhe Merchant Was on=" -

ly obh("ed to pay in Proportion to
hisC Qniumptwn, if hisWines fhould

happen to fpod he Was cxempted

froﬂ] PaYIPCT th@ Dutv Qf Import.,, »
‘Whence we Conclude, That the

pzeient Method 1s very hurtful to

the State, and to the Traders, and
that the new one woald have been‘
Vejy advantadeous to both.

Thld Method alone ‘'was Caquie |

of xemedymc ‘thefe "Abufes, be-
«,au {e by the Seaxches and Permit
of the Goods 1t Would have fixed
the Duties of the State, it would
h,we hmder@d the Retailero from
bu ying of the Smuﬂgler or Runerg,
and thefe ﬁndmg no Vent for their
runed or fophlﬁ:lcated Goodsg
would have ceafed to run qr make
.’my 9' _and by thls Means this
| o o Schem@
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Scheme would have anfwered . Al

~ the happy Ends, and been a Reme-? |

dy fox all thefe Evils. " |
The fecond Ob; eéhon of the op=
Poﬁn Paxty, Wthh {aid, That tlm‘
Extenfion awould be prq;udzcml to
Trade, by le[]eﬂmg the Confumption
of the “excifed Commodities. 1t
contains four Heads. ; -
We have already anfwered that
as, in our Opinian, that hxtenﬁon’
does not exift, that hxpreﬂion :
couic{ not be: Odrmtted B k
The ﬁxi’c of thefe Heada (may be -
anfwered) is a Doubt proceeding

" from an 1mag1nary Fear, contrary

to Reafon and Evidence ; the con-
trary bemg pro"ed by the Lxempq
tion from paying the Duties: of
Import, and by bemg dlfpenfed
from - the le ue of paying the
Dutles of Wmes that i{)lall happ
to fpoil 1n the Merchant s Hands
which being Ve1y advantageous (as.
bas been faxd) nges the Merchants
- fuch
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fuch Eafe, as will infallibly in-

ereafe the: Number and Extent of °

their Commerce.. =
- Secondly, With Refpeét to the
Wine, the compofed Liquors
ceafing, .its Confumption will be
- much greater, and the Retail more
confiderable ;.  that  follows 1in
Courfe. L

As for the Conﬁimption of'ToQ

bacco,: 1it. muft be of the fame Ad-
~vantage to the Merchant, at leaft,
as that of the Wine, and this
Trade  of greater Extent abroad,
beaufe of the Exemption of the
Duties of Import. B

With Refpect to the“‘ Oﬂi'cef’s; |

Search, which is the {fecond Head
the fair Trader will be liable to, .

The Anfwer is, That Taxes be-
ing abfolutely neceflary for - the
Support . of every  Government,
there muft allo be Officers to col-
le&t them, otherwife the Laws
~would be of no Effe&t; and the

‘Natian

"&
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Nation without Supplies ; and 1t is
for that Reafon, that Cuftom-houfe

'Officers are appointed to collect the

Duties of Import, and the Ofi-
cers of Excife to receive the Du-
ties “of fuch Goods and Commo=-
dities which are vended and con-

 fumed within the Realm: But the

Power of the latter is neither of
greater Extent, “nor more abfolute
within their Diftri¢ts than that of
the former. 'The Cuftom-Houfe
Officer has Power to vifit, {earch;
rummage, and open all. the Cup-.
bords, Trunks, or. Lurking - Places
of a Ship, before any Thing can
be taken or landed out of it
In the Laws of Excife, the” Mer-
chant, whofe Commodities are li-
able to this Law, muft put them
in a certain Place which the Ex-
cife. Officer is impowered to fearch,
in the fame Manner as the Cu-
{from-houfe Officer, can vifita Ship ;
-the Retailer,or Merchant of Con:mo«
B | daifies
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ﬂlthb liable to the Excxfe, | is fubs<

- Je& to Penalties, in Cafe he de-

livers or gwes n falfe ACCompts.
The Trader is liable t6 the fame
Penalties in Cafe of fraudulerit

is the Mers

Cellar is that of the Vendor or Res

tailer : So that by this fiew Me=
" thod, there is no Manter of ad-

ditiomal Charge 'laid on the fair
- Trader thoré than in the old one ;

and theré is no other Difference i m
it, but that it will prevent the A«

 bufes committed to the Prejudice |
- of the Nation:

It 1s anfwered to the third Head -
'COHCernmg the judicial Determina-
tion of the Commiflioners, and the
f"‘Prwﬂege of being tued by Ju-

“rigs.

‘That the Gxeate& Prlvﬂege of

| .Eﬁgl ifbmen, in the Adminiftration
of Juftice, was to be tried by im-

partial and upright Judges: That

it

'detexmmed

B! e N AR A Eoya
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it is ttue, that the Trials by Jue

iymen dre dlways cofiformable to
Equity ; but, neverthelefs, the Le=

giflature thoue“ht ﬁt, with Refpect

to Taxes, to wave  the fual., Me-ﬁ
thod, to the End that Contmvex«
fies that {hould arife on Account of
the {faid Taxes, rmo“ht be fooner
and w1thout Charoes.

The {ole Motwe for this Method

- was, the . Advantafre of the Sub-x

je &s themfelves.
The Succefls of thlS Method i

be pxoved by the numerous EX-‘
amples we have of the Tdxes on
Lands Windows, and thofe made
in Favour of the Church the Poot;
for mendnlo“ the - nghwqys and.

~Bridges 5 for the \Vages of W 01k~__l
to {ettle the

~ Small-Tithes bctween the Clergy

men and Ser vants ;

and their Parifhioners, and othets
of that Kind, Wmch fall under
the Coon17ance of a Juftice of.
Peace, or inuft be deczdei by -

E the
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the Commiflioners thereto. appomm
| “ted or by the ]u{hces of Peace, at
the Quaxter-Se{Tlons .

" Now: this Method is {o Juﬁ and
fo neceffary that in one of thefe
C afes, p1z. that of fmall Tithes,
whe1eln the chars have their Op—
tion to plead in'the Court of Ex-
chegzzer, there have been above a
thoufand Law Suits m a very few
Years and. feveral of the Parties
| chme 1athei to glve up t their RIO‘htS,
and pay what - was demanded thm

go on with their Law Suits, be-

cqufe of the great EXpence and

Trouble they muft farther have
{o  that the
moﬁ favoumb}e Method for the-

been expofed to;

Sub e@, 1is that in which Juftice s
fpeedﬂy admmlﬁred and without
Charge , as by
whexe the Partles have equaﬂy Sa--

tisfaCtion, as “they have from the
Juries; and are not hable to lofe

ﬁlch a vaft deal of Tlme, nor. be
ar

Comm1fﬁonors ,
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at fo great ' halges as they muft

neceﬂarﬂy be at, in the oxdmaly
Courfe of "a Law Suit. |
ThIS Difference 'of Jurlfdlc?uon'
dld tur n—mtirely to the Advantqge of
the Subjelts. Whether by What

:has been now demonfhated or be-

caufe the Commiffioners are em-

powered to leflen the i*mes and

which they always 1mpofe propor- ‘

tionably to the Ab111t1es of the.,,r., .

T ranfareﬁbr and not to the Crime.
Inftead of that Juries are obliged to
condemn the C riminal to the Pe-
nalty inflicted by the Laws, w1th-
out any “Alleviation :* And it mu{’s
alfo be granted ‘that {carce anj
have been chofe to fill thefe Pofts,
but Men of Capacity, and ‘well
worthy thereof; by their Integrity
and good Chaxa&el. It 1s alfo for
this Reafon, and the fudden’ Dif-
charge of the Parties before them,
that they have the Power to Judoe
thefe {mall Matters Wxthout Appele
D) | In

T
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n Refpe&t to the laft Pomt, 1n
which the Opponants alledge, that

this Method would encreafe thie Nuwe
“ber and Power of Exa’i{é Officers,
awbich 15 contrary to t he Liberties
of the Subjelts. L

* Iris anfwered, that the neceflary
| addition’d Officers,would not exceed
‘an Hyndred pud /lfty for the whole
Kingdom, and the City of Lon=
dor, and fome Clerks and Ware-

iﬁ@uf@l{ﬁepérs. That fuch a ﬁnaﬁ; | -
“Encreafe could not perplex the

Nation, nor jnfringe its Privile-
~ges, That, as it was abfolutely ne-
ceffary to have Officers to colleét
the Dutjies of the State,no {maller
Number gould be taken to colle&
{uch as are laid on thefe Commos
dities through the whole Ifland ;
that cvery one muft know that
thofe Officers being paid by the
Nation, they muft refpect the Mer-
chants swhom the Duty of their
Office obliges them to vifit, That

c Behaviour towards the Brews=

e1s;
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ers, Maliters, Diftillers, &, 1s

a fenfible Proof. of thefe Truths.

That thefe Officers are well al-

{ured, that if they committed any

Infult in the Difcharge of their

Office, they muft be feverely pu-

nithed, and turned out of their
Pofts, Thus -this Objection, - far

from having any Foundation, 13

oppofite to their own Principles,

becaufe this Nation (as all others)

being unable to - maintain their
Rights, Privileges and Preroga-
tives, unlefs 1t be by recelving.
the Duties of the State, laid on.
it for that Purpofe ; the Officers
who procure the Receipt of
the faid Duties, do, _confé,quently,
contribute to  maintain thefe
Advantages, 1n which they find
their own . Intereft (being E#-
glifmen) inftead of being an Ob-
{trution to them. R

- The laft Objection of the Op-
ponent’s is, That the Vifiis of the
T g
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F x:;ﬁa Oﬂzc ers avill, in ot/J or Re-
fpe 5, be of great Prq/adzw to them,

1?66‘(12’:4/6’ tbe/e Oﬁcew may take Com—

Hizance qf thewr Trade to their Pn’-'

jzfdzae.
To this it is anfwered That the

Duty of thefe Officers gives them_. .
no Infpe&mn over the Commerce, "

or Correfpondencms of the Mer-'
chants, any farther than with Re-

gard to the Commodities. of the

Stock or Confumptmn of thefe

G oods, to recover the Duties of

the fazd Wines and Tobacco ‘which

is done upon the exammmg of a

particular Reglﬁfrmm—Book which-

the I‘s/{erchant or Vendor, keeps
on purpofc for that End, and 1s
diftinét from his Journals, or Cafh-
Book, which he is not obliged to
fhew to the Officers - Thus their
Power bemg re&ramed in thlS
’Wanner that Fear, Whlch is the
Motive of the Objeéhon is w1th.;.
out any Foundation,

Lafﬂy ?

BT i - = -
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Laftly, it has. been faid, beﬁde
n 1*avou1 of the Opponents T hat
the Myﬁery of the Wine and To-
bacco Trade was known to every
one, feemg it confifts only e Buy-

~ ing and. Selling; that, indeed, it

15 thh them, as with other Mer-
chants, Who can Enter pothmg fe-
gulally Wxthout declaung 1t to the

| Luﬁom—Houie, and. that this is. ‘the
“chief Matter, tho’ it is of no great
| Confequence as is very evident.

The Excife Officer was fill of Iefs ‘
Confequence, with e{pe& to the
fair 'Iiadex none but the Smug—-
gler had Reafon to fear, in Cafe he
did continue his Frauds 5 for by
this new Method (1f hé had for-

bore his Smugchncr) far fmm re-

ceiving any Prejudice by it, he
Wouid on the Contrary, reap great
Adventages from 1t as h;zs been
{hewed ‘before. S

It is eafy to know, by examin-.
ing. evcry Ob_]e&mn thh »1ts An-
{wer,
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fwer whether it is juft, and if the .

'Means the Oppofers make ufe of,

are not Pretexts rather than Rea-

fons: Neverthelefs, to render the

‘Quefhon perfeltly obvious, I re-
duce 1t to three Propoﬁtlons, which
contain the Objeéilons of both
Parties.

-The Firft 1 13, H hether tke ancient
ﬂ/[etbod awas infuffcient P |

© The Second is, #hether the neaw

one was /zﬁcze;zt and if (my other

mald be /zgzﬁc‘zmt? |
'The Third is, Whether it was con-
z‘mm/ to the Lzberwe; of the Nation ?
Thefe three PlOPOﬁUOﬂS contain

three Punqples Whlch are the_

Foundation of them.
The Firft i 18, Lhat the Duty ave

’m’e jlbmkm (y‘ is laid on for the -

zzp ort qf the Nation.
The Second 1s, The Neaejf@/ tbere
zs to collelt the [/zzd Duty.
" The Third 1s, The Lmbezzlemem‘

~ zmt is Wfﬂdé’ qf this Duty, by Fraud

 and
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" and Artifice, o t]oe Detriment of

ilae Nation..
‘Thefe Three 1nd1fputable Prin-

'c1p1es being laid down, the indif-

penfible Obhgatlon of the Mini-
fter, and the Wifdom of Govern-

‘ment,’ did requue him to correct

thefe Abufes, and to {fuporefs the
Ufe and Pra&lce of them, with

1nfinite Care and Attentmu for

two Reafons that admit of no Re-
Ply,w o S |
- The ﬁ'rﬂt 1s, That Malverfations“

\of this Confequence hutt the State,

either with Refpe& to the prefent
Relief of the Nation, or to the
future Emergenues, which are yet
unknown for “want of . Opportu-

nities, Wthﬂ howeve1, may hap-
- pen very foon.

The fecond Reafon is, That by
tolerating thefe Sorts of Abufes,
thofe who commit them gmw
bolder, and encreafe them; and
,thofe Who are not ufed to them

F : st )
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will attempt to venture and defraud
like the firft ; and the Revenues
of the State being thus expofed ‘to
Plunder, there always refults very
-pernicious Events from it, and
dangerous Abufes, moft difficult to
be amended.  Therefore the Go-
vernment, by a wholefome Policy,
ought to remedy thefe Abufes, in
 their Infancy, as much as poflible ;
and the Nation ought to defire 1t,
s it muft be the Source of all
their Advantages and Tranquillity ;
{o that if the prefenthethod of
colleéting the Duties is infuficient,
there is an indifpenfible Nectlity to

remedy that Infufficiency by a new

one, unlefs we would oppofe the
moft effential Intereft of the Na-
,tion." | o o

Now, it cannot be denied, with-

~ out Partiality, that the prefent
Method is infufficient; for it is

“impoflible for the Officers of the

Cuftoms to prevent the {muggling
| o ~ of
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 of Wineand Tobacco, which is done

by Night on the Coaft, by the
Smugglers Veflels that are contrived

on purpofe -for fuch a clandeftine
"T'rade, nor the compofing of the fo-

phifticated Liquors that are made,
how faithful and diligent {oever
they be ; by reafon of the Pres
cautions and Meafures of thofe
who drive that fraudulent Trade,
as alfo thefe of their Aflociates
and ‘Abetters, who remain here .on

Shore: Nor could the Cuftom-

Houfe Veflels prevent it, tho”they
were in far greater Number. The
certain Experience we have quoted
of former Frauds on the {fame Sub-
je&, demonttrate it evidently ; and
it would be a Folly to pretend to
find out a Remédy by the prefent
Method. 'There are,  befides, a
Number of Frauds committed by
different Arts, which the prefex{i:
Method cannot remedy, as will be
more fully demonftrated hereafter.
’ Foa . The
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The fecond Propofitionis, That.

the new Method s /@%zmt, which

I {ball prove. . |

The great Defign of the Smug-
gler (who having received his
Drawback en Tobacco, or has a

Mind to defraud the Nation of

“the Duties, his Wines, or Brandy,
are llable to pay) is to feH his
Goods wholefale : In order to this,

he applies to feveral Retailers or

Vendors, to whom he fells his

whole Cargo, that he may go
prefently back, and return with

a freth one, Thefe Vendors having
bought a Cargo, cairy it immedi-
ately from the Coaft, and then re

tail it to the Publick : So that to

ftop this Fraud, you muft {fup-
prefs the Source of it ; and there
1s ne Way.to do it, but by hindering
the Retailer from buying, and that

cannot be done, but in {fearching

his  Stock ; whereby it will fol-
low, that the Retailer being a-
o frad

e R Tonia ‘ ol S
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fraid to buy, the Smuggler will
be obliged to leave off his fraudu-
lent Import. T
~But {fome may fay, If the Smug-
gler does not {ell to Retailers, he -
may {ell to private Perfons. That
1s what cannot be, becaufe pri-
vate ‘Perfons taking only as much

~as may ferve their Families, the

Sale - would take up {o long a
while, that the Smuggler muft
infallibly be deteéted: Nay, this
laft Cafe 1s merely impoffible, be-
caufe the Smugglers who come
on the Coaft, never land: their -
Commodities till they have {fold

~ 'théim, either on Board, or by Sam-

-ples_carried on Shore ; this 1s po-
fitive Matter of Fa&. 'Therefore
1t muft be concluded, that the

prefent Method is infufficient, and
that the new one 1s the fole, and
only one, that can remedy thefe

Abufese .

A}

The
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" The third P1opoﬁt10n is, W he~

ther the newy Method was contrary
 to the Liberties and P:vzwleges of
the Natzon'? And that 1s 'the main
Point. |
- Naturally fpeakmg, 1t 18 de-'

monftrable, that it was only contrary

~ to the Liberties, and unlawful Pri-

vileges of the Smugglers, and that
1t had no other Defign than to pre-
ferve thofe of the Nation ; for
~ could any one fay (unlefs he had a
Mind to be taken for a Madman)
that an Addition of an hundred and
fifty Officers in Exgland could be
able to diftrefs the Nation ? E-
ven tho’ there were five hundred,
nay, a Thoufand more; to~ fay
they could do 1t, would be an
Abfurdity
judicious Perfon!

But what is more furprifing, s,
to {ee that thefe Stmtagems have
feduced, not only a {mall Num-
ber of the Nation, but alfo ma-

ny

that would ﬂmck any

. -
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ny of Rank = and 'Q.lality have
been caught like Birds in a Snare.
It is, notvmthﬁandmg, from this

Scheme the oppofite Party draw
all the fuppofed Motives of their

~Grievances ; for all foregoing Pre-

texts they had laid hold. of againft
the Miniftry, were looked on as in-
{olid,and therefore negle@ed which

1s alfo a Reafon for my centring
- on ‘the exa& Detalé of the fame
~ Scheme; thereby to confider whe-

ther the Blame 1mputgd to the
Miniftry be Ju& or Rot.

The extraordmary and violent
Caufes ‘which were indireétly infi-
nuated againft the Miniftry, were

either the Minifters proper Inte-

reft, or t’hat of {fome particular .
Perfon or the Intention of de-

ﬁroyma the Privileges of the

Nation ; fome,

or ‘IH Lhefe fay

o they, were the Motives of brmcr-

'mcr in the Scheme.” Now let us

’aroue a little he1eumon o

- As
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As to what concerns the private
Intereft of a Minifter, or of any one
elfe whofoever, the ILords of the

: Treéﬁ;ry are accountable ; it is they

who difpenfe the Receipts for the

Remittances made by the ‘Re-
ceivers, confequently the Aug-
mentation the Scheme would have

produced, could not have been
turned to the Minifter’s private

~ Profit, nor to that of any particu«

lar Péi’fon-; {fo this 'ﬁrﬁ:"A?rgun’ieﬁfx

cannot take Place.”

~ As to the fecond, viz. The De=
fign of deftroying the Privileges ;
What Refemblance has this to

Truth? There’s not one but muft |
be fenfible he extravagates, if he

{hould think that an “hundred and
fifty Excife Officers could have

- troubled, much lefs deftroyed, the

Privileges of Millions of Perfons;
naturally bold and couragious, which
a formidable Army would not {o
eafily effeétuate, -

o 'There

LN rae g R
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- There is yeét another Keafon
renders the Argumient entirely ri<

~ diculous, which is, That the Mi-
| Hiﬁry;.éi‘s" well as the whole Got

vernmerit, cannot hurt the Liberties
dnd * Privileges of the = Nation,
without hrting _themfelves and
their Pofterity, the Laws being
common to all the Subjedts, and’
executed equally againft all; fo

“that when they mind the Good of

the Nation, they mind their own
proper Good, and when its Hurt;
their own Deftru&@ion. Can any
rational Man then think they de-

- figned to hurt themfelves? That’s

gaielt Reafon, - =
Now let us lay afide thefe Imas
ginations, and come t6 real Falls,
which might naturally feem to
have occafioned the Projeét now
in queftiom. 7
 The firft was the Prejudice the
Nation f{uffered by the ‘Frauds,-
which run away with a great Part
| G - ef
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of its Revenue : Now, I alk, af it

was incumbent on the Miniftry to

remedy this? None but will agree
to it, it being a Daty its Charge.

impofeson it ; and, befides, theTen—
dernefs itowes for the Good of the

Nation, Juftice and Honour en-
g.age it: Now, the Motive of that

Projeét being fo advantageous for

the Nation, and fo equitable 1n

itfclf, the Conduct of the Mini-
&r:y‘ could not have been more.

It remalns to be confidered, If,
in Truth and Reality, the Execu-
tion of that Project would have
been hurtful to the Nation.
" Sometimes it happens, that, al-

" tho a Minifter were never fo care-

ful, {o well-meariing, lo able _agd
experienced, that the Events of
his Defigns may not always chance
to anfwer his’ Ends; or, it may
“happen, that the Execution of them
~ produces Bifeés he did not at all

forefee,

X . . “vo . uS. | ’
laudable, nor more meritorio |
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forefee, or fo much as ‘think on;
and for both thefe Events he 1s
certainly ‘excufable, if he diretly
applies a Remedy, bccaufe the
greateft Man 1s not infallible..

~ But as to the Proje¢t in que-
ftion, as all its Events are known, -
it is very ealy to form.a Judgment

of them; for which Caufe I won't

repeat the all-fufficient Reafons
above-mentioned, which every one
may recolleét; and what ought to
decide it entirely, 15, the Example
we have before our Eyes of the
Manner of collefting thefe Duties,
that' are liable at prefent to the
Excife, and which are of pretty
long ftanding; where the Mer-

_chants, who pay thefe Duties, no
“ways complain of the Proceeding
“of the Officers ; neither does the
“Publick complain of the Form of

“colle&ting them, from which this

undeniable Confequence - follows,

“wig. That thofe who were to be

G 2 feteled
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ettled for colle&mg the Daties on
Wine and Tobacco, not. a&mg
but according to the fame Law,
neither . Merchant nor Pubhck

Weuld have been more troubled
than at prefent ' None who will

be at the Pains to refle&, but will

agree to thIS {o that the Excife, -

far from bemcr any. ways tlouble-»
{fome to the thtlon, was, on thc
contrary, advantangeous to it.

- Now, notwithftandi ng ‘the Wil
dom of the PrOJe& and the Advan-
tage 1t wasto the Nation, the Mlm-n

‘ﬁry was content to dr@p 1t when he
found that one Part of the Nation

_feemed to be uneafy, and opp ofed

s for Wthh Caufe the Houfc
wvas defired that the Decifion ‘of

it mxght be 1em1tted to Vacation

._ Time, only that there mlght be
e more ,Que{hons about it: So
the Motive of dzoppmg it cannot
be attributed but to the Mlmﬁry s

Attachment to the Country, which -

mad

| per only f01 tumd Souls.
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made it prefer the Tranqulhiy and
Peace of thofe who were allarmed,
before the Prejudme ‘that Fraud

occafioned, confidering, juftly, that

Umty in the Country was prefer—

~ able to the Remedy of Fraud,
‘notwithftanding the mconte{hble

Neceﬂity of applymg a - Remedy
to the latter. :

But, perchance the ‘Enemies,
accuﬁorned now to turn‘ever: thmg,

“to. the Mmlﬁrys Difadvantage,

will fay, It 1s not the Love the

Minjftry has for the Country, it
was Fear was the Reafon of-drop-
ping it : Bat that’s what ﬁo Man,
- of good Senfe, can gwe}/ Ear to,
becaufe the Nation 1s too much
~ refined, and ]u{hce too ‘rigorous,

for dny criminal Enterprize to take

Place ; {o the Mmlﬁer for thefe
'3 Reafons, as well as on Account of

~ his natural Stedfaftnefs, had no Oc-

caﬁon for thefe Chl.ldlﬂl Fears, pro-

And
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And altho’ the dropping -of the

Proje&t was an Action which ought
to have |
Refpe& to the Minifter, yet his
Enemies, forgetful of both Truth
~and Juftice, which ought to be.the
Objeéts of every Man’s A&ions,
‘made ridiculous Trophies of Vi&o-

1y, either with Defign to infult

him perfonally, or to encourage
thofe who had been feduced by
their artificial Talents, or with
Defign to feduce others.
- Here the oppofite Party demon-
frates, to the Life, its Charalter
and Intentions, for had it objected
againit the Proje&, thinking it
difadvantageous, why did 1t infult

_the Miniftry when they dropped it ?

And why did it kindle anew, in all
publick Writings, what was ex-

 tinguithed ? Is that for the Good

of the Nation, as they always in-
finuate P No, that’s direftly con-

trary to Reafon ; for the Good of

~ the

gained both Loyve and

o (3) R
the Nation confifts in Peace, and
the Confervation of its Privileges:-

© And s the Excife was fuppofed to

hurt both thefe (which, however,
is falfe) when it was dropped, the
oppofite Party ought to have been
cohtented, having attained to the

~ Height of their. Wifhes; What

was the Meaning then of this ex-
travagant Pro’ce’e’ding? No- other,
but to irritate the Minds; ‘by niak=
ing Ufe of the Term of the Pro-
jett of Excife, as of an Inftrament
proper to provocate Diffention, and
entertain continual Divifion, and
‘perpétual']én_gling, in the Bofbr.n
of the Nation ; behold what thetr
only Object was ; for the Project
of the Excife, aswell as the drop-
ping of 1it, was their leaft Concern,
notwithftanding the great Rumour
they made about it.
Let only that Proje&t of Excile
be impartially confidered, the

- Caufe which brought it on, the

Condudt




Condu&t of the Minifter in propo-

ﬁng it; and, finally, all that paf~
fod til it was_dropped, every
where Y,Quhﬂlaﬁ find, ,]uﬁice, and:

the Good of the Nation, the Prin-
ciples they acted by, Reflect on-

ly on the Motives of dropping the |
you'll find e'V_er{Yﬁ' |

Project, there
where Greatnefs of Thought, Ten~
dernefs and Good-Natare,  all
clofely accompanied 4by ];(hce ,

~ becaufe the Peace and Tranquility

~of the Nation was preferable to

the ‘fuppr‘eiﬁrvlg of Fraud: The

more curious Men fhall endeavour

to fathom this Subjeét, the more

*they fhall find the Minifter Praife-

worthy. |
~ 'The oppofite Party, {6 much

accuftomed to contradi& and con-

demn all Decifions of the Govern-

ment, did alfo cry out ,'loudly. Qw

‘gainft the Continuation of the Du«

ty.on Salt. -

Now,

{ent “Situation ©0

(57)
‘Now, to underftand rightly the
Juftice of continuing that ‘Duty,
maft be confidered the forced Ne-

‘, éeﬁity the State lies under of ‘,(:ol-f

leéing Sums to fupply the extra-
ordinary Charges, which the pre-

{ the Affairs of
Europe indifpenfibly require, for
maintaining the Glory and Good of
the Nation: And as thefe Charges
could never have been fupplied

but by Taxes; finding, therefore,

a Duty on Salf, which, for juft
Caufes, had been before impoled,

and was very regularly and order-
ly colleéted; this Colleétion was
found to be legal and ‘convenient

to be continued, for two Reafons: -

23

The Firlt, Becaufe that Duty . 15

~ payed | mféw@ﬂd@/ . over  the awhole

Nation, and, that it cofts but little
B0 every one in pﬂrtimlﬂr; which
are two Things every wile Go-

vernment ought moft to mind,

when obliged to impofe, or cofi=.. .

H Alnugs




o (58)
tinue Taxes.
~oppofite Party is pleafed to charge
that prudent Decifion, in the ver
Circumftances now related, of In-
juftice ; and would have prefered
the borrowing of Sums, in order

Neverthelefs, the

__ro increafe the Debt of the Nati-
~on, only with Defign to bring it

1n Difcredit : Behold ‘what . their

- View was, viz, To have the Plea~
Sure of condemning, with juft Title,

the Conduét of the Government,

In fine, The Pretext, in generaI
| of the oppofite Party is, That th;:
Tax confines the Liberty of the
Salters, ‘
their Number’ being confiderable,
the Confequence of it proves hurt-:
ful to the Nation. o
But this' does neither deferve
- minding, becaufe the Receivers of
this Duty being accountable to the
Loyds of the Treafury, and th“ey'.
again to the Government, the Duty

in the ColleGion, and

 ( 59 ) |

s colle@ed with ExaGinefs, fo that

no Favour can be had to any; for

this fubfifting, no Compliance s to
be expected at the Hands of the Sal-

‘ters : On the contrary, they oughtf

to be oppoﬁte‘ to rhe Miniftry, -
becaufe that Collection, which de-
prives them of the Duty they are
obliged to pay, engages them to
Sentiments of Revenge, and by
thefe Means, to join the Intereft of |
the oppofite Party, which 1s almoft
but natural ; for Experience
teaches us, that all the Taxes, over
the whole Nation, upon the Peo-
ple, far from begetting Creatures to
the Government, produces but
Malcontents, and frequently open
Enemies. It is true, the Neceflity
of impofing of Taxes 1s trouble-
{fome, yet, {o very neceflary, that
without it no State could ever
{ubfift, "

It was by thefe above-men-
‘tioned laudable Maxims, that one

of
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? \ SR of the oppofxtﬁ, Paxty Compo d T
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lately, a Pampthlet; Entnied ﬁ .
Review of the - Project. of Ex- =

| a:l/é‘ s by Way of Ifﬁmﬁmﬁ to ‘the

o Repr efentersy and. Repmﬁ%mtww,
o dn the pext Lleﬁzm. - Butjras itis
~ cafy, for clear-fighted Men, to die
| e ﬁmgaﬂl good Defi 1gns ﬁom ‘bad;

1. - they will find here enough to guard s
Il themfelves amm& Cunnmg a11d'~'~ ;
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