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H E deﬁre of recelvmg mformanon -

in. refpe& to the commercial treaty

Wxth France 1s, ‘at prefent, fo- prevalent,"

that the detor of the followmg fheets

- thought he could not perform a more ufe-'

ful fervice than by pubhfhmg mtelhgence,
whxch appeared to him to be dlﬁntereﬁed
" and therefore fatrsfa&ory

The firfh of the followmg kas isa tra&:

of that celebrated commercial writer Do&or

'Tucker, dean of Gloceﬂ:er, Whmh is now\

reprmted from the third edition m 1783 3

and which, being written with a quite dif-
- ferent purpofe, may reafonably be fuppofed
to contain ‘the candid fentiments of a very

competent judge on an intere{’ging fubject.

- , i

The fecon.d conﬁf’rs of three dr[cour(es,

Az;r : by
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:by that great fnafter of pohtlcal reafomng,
'Mr. Hurne, the h1ﬂ:onan, bemg, ’

'I Hrs Eﬁ'ay on the Balance of Trade, -
I On the Jealoufy of Trade; And |

"III On the Balance of Power.

,As thrs treaty has- been dlfcuﬁ'ed under

! two heads ; firft, as: 1t affeéts our COMMER-
CIAL SYSTEM ; or, 2dly, our POLITICAL
POWER, the Edrtor humbly hopes, that
every. reader will receive ample mformanon
from Dean Tucker, as to the ﬁrf’c and the

-greatef’c fansfa&ron, as to the feeond, from
Mr. Hume. ,W1th thefe hopes, the Editor =
: ‘fubmrts both to the candid perufal of the

reader. | '
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LL commerce is founded upon the

, wants, ‘natural or artificial, real or
1magmary, ‘which the people of different

countries, or ‘the different c]affes of mha-
~bitants of the fame country, are deﬁrous, in

be carried on between the mhabltants of the

fame country, with the growth or manu~.

faGure of that country only, ‘it is. ‘called

" Home Co;g/'umpz‘zon, which is f{o-far fervice=-
.able, as-it preferves the feveral profefﬁons :
~and ftations of life in. their due order, as. it
- promotes arts and fciences, w1th a rotation.
of' mduf’cry, wealth, and mutual good offices -

between the members of any community.

" For thefe reafons, traffic, merely of this
kind, is of great 1mportance, though it nei-
~ther mcreafes nor diminithes. the publtc

' _-_ﬁock of gold and filver.
But Providence having intended that there :
fhould be a mutual dependance and connec~

tion between mankind in general, we find it

~ almoft 1mpofﬁble for any particular people
to hve, thh tolerable comfort, cand in a2

cwxlxzed ‘

- defe of their own fingle abilities, to fupply' B
by mutual intercourfe. If this commerce

B I L e e
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¢ivilized ftate, independant of Art theif

neighbours.  Befides, it is natural for men
$6 extend their views, and their wifhés; be=

yond the limits of a fingle community, and

1o be defirous. of enjoying the produce or =
'manufa@ures of other countries, which they

muft purchafe by fome exchange. Now this

oreign Tradé.. And, in the exchange of

~ intercourfe with other nations is called

commodities, if one nation pays the other 2

quantity of gold or filver over and above its
property of other Kinds, this is called 4
Balance againft that nation in favour of the
other. And the fcience of gainful com-

~therce principally confifts -in the bringing
this fingle point to bear.* Now there can
- be but oné general method for putting.it m
| | R - practice §

% This is fpokén with réfpe&t to thé ultmate balance
of trade; - For in reference to the tnterinediate balances
it doth not always hold true, A trade may be benefi-
cial to the pation, where the imports exceed the ex-
ports, and confequently the balahce paid in fpecie, if

* that trade, direétly or indirectly, is neceffary for the

carrying on of another more profitable and advanta=
geous. But then it is to be obferved, this trade is mot
‘beneficial, confidered in itfelf, but only as it is relative
and fubfervient to the carrying on of another. This is
the cafe, with refpe& to the greateft part of our trade

to :the Baltic, and the Eaft-Indies: they -are ‘inftrus

mental in procuring a balance elfewhere, -though, -pro=

- perly fpeaking, difadvantagedus in themfelves. ‘?Vh;chv
brings the matter to the point from whence we fetouty

. viz.: % That the {cience of gainful commerce conﬁﬁs,

<& yliimately, in procuring a balance of gold .o, filver

PSRN Tt SEC RN
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pfaé’ticc; and that is, ﬁ‘ncei'gbl\d“and*ﬁlvexi

" are become the common meafure for com=
puting the value, and regulating the price of

the commodities or manufactures of both
- countries,  to -export /arger quantities .of
our own, and import %/ of theirs; fo that
what is wanting in the value of ‘their mer-~
chandife, compared with ours, ‘may be paid
in gold ‘and filver. The confequence -of
which will be, that thefe metals will be
“continually increafing with us, “as far as re-
~ Tates to that particular trade and nation, and
decreafing with them." And in what pro-
portion {oever their ‘money comes into-our
- country, in that proportion it may truly be
affirmed, that our failors, freighters, mer-
~ chants, tradefmen, manufacturers, tenants,.
~landlords, duties, taxes, -excifes, &c. &c.
are paid at their expence. s
Or, to put the matter in another light;
when “two countriés are -exchanging their
produce or manufactures with each other,
that nation which has the greateft number
employed in this reciprocal-trade, is faid to
receive a balance from the other; becaufe

the price of the overplus labour muft be paid

in gold and filver. For.example: If ‘there
are only ten thoufand perfons ‘employed in
-England in making goods or :raifing’ fome
kind of produce for the market of France;
and forty thoufand in France for the 'market
of England,’ Then we muft-pay thefe ad~
SRR T ditional
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( viii ) |
c_iitioﬁal 30;000 Frenchmen ‘ipf_‘gol'd.' and fil-
yer ; ‘that is,” be at the charge of maintain-.
ing ‘them, . 'This is the cleareft and jufteft

- method of determining the balance between

nation and nation:  for though a difference

e T DR,

o

tain principles ; and therefore fit for noney
- but the mercantile partof the world, to give
- themf{elves dny trouble iconc'erniﬁ:g“’i_t; ‘But
upon a fair examination it will perhaps ap-+

pear, that this reprefentation is very falfe
and injurious. - - Cenlen
‘ - As to the fecond, it muft be eindeed»con; |
| fefled, that merchants themfelves are very.

'in the val‘u’c'f of the 'rc.fpeé’ci‘ve ,co.mmod_i'ties;
may make fome difference in the fum atu-
ally paid to balance accounts; yect the gene--

K
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ral principle, that labour (not money) is
‘the riches of a people, will always prove,

- that the advantage is on the fide of- that na-
" tion, which ‘has moft hands employed in
"~ labour, AR ' S

. The pri}zci}ﬁles of traﬂe,‘ 'theréfo“ré‘,' being_fo
clear and certain in themfelves, and withal

" fo obvious to'any man of common capacity

and applic‘ation;,' it is a very furprifing mat=
_ter how it comes to pafs, that both men of

. good underftanding are many times totally
ignorant of them; and merchants themfiélves -

{o divided in their fentiments about them.

- As to the firft cafe, perhaps it may be ac=
‘counted for, if we confider what difadvan=

o eV B
i S e

“often divided in their fentiments concerning

trade. Sir * Jofiah Child, Mr. Gee; -Mr.

Cary of Briftol, and almoft all commercial

‘writers, have long ago taken notice of this

 difference of opinions. But however firange.

_ and
. % The words of fir Jofiah Child ftrongly corroborate
what is here alledged. ¢ Merchants, fays he, while
¢ they are in the bufy and ‘eager profecution’of their
¢¢ particular trades, although they be very wife and
¢ good men, are not -always the beft judges of trade,

¢ a3 it relates to the power and profit of a kingdom,

- ¢ The reafon may be, becaufe their eyes are fo conti~

¢ nually fixed upon what makes for their peculiar gain

. orlofs, that they-have'no leifure to expatiate or turn
¢¢: their thoughts to what is moft advantageous to the

aoeous notions men of: a liberal and learned A, “kingdom ingeneral.— .. - L .
tageou! : ! ¢ The like may be faid of all fhop-keepers, artificers,

education have imbibed of this noble and in-

terefting {cience ; on 'which the riches, the .
~ ftrength, the glory, and I may add, .the
‘morals and freedom of our country, foef=
" fentially depend.. Yet it has been repre-

‘fented as a dry unentertaining fubject, dark

and crabbed, perplexed with endlefs diffi--
culties, not reducible to any fixed and cer-

N

&

. *¢ clothiers; and other manufa&urers, until’ they have

~ of thetruth of:this obfervation. For, if I am not gre'at'l'y ;

¢ Jeft off their trades, and being rich, -become, by the
¢¢. purchafe of landss of the fame common intereft with
¢ _moft of their countrymen.”. o

“This juftly celébrated writer was himfelf an inflance

‘miftaken, be did notwrite this very treatife, .till he had

. left off trade, and being rich, became, by the purchafe

of lands, " of “the fame common intereft with the reft of
his'countrymen; EEERSE R oy v

e o E e . - .
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and unaccountable it may appear to perfons

not converfanf in thefe matters, there 1s a
very ﬁrong and convmcmg reafon, when

 the affair is fearched to the bottom, for the -

difagreeing opinions of different merchants

purfuing their refpeé’uve interefts. The lead-
ing idea, or the point aimed at by every mer-
- chant muft be, in the nature of things, and

in every country, a balance in favour of him-
felf. - But it doth not always follow, that this
balance is likewife in favour of the nation;
much lefs of other merchants, whofe inte~

refts may be oppofite to his own. -While,
therefore, each perfon fees in" a favourable'
‘light his own branch of commerce, and de-

fires to procure all poflible advantages to that
traffic, ‘on which the profperity of himfelf

. and his. famtly, perhaps totally, depends, it
is but reafonablle to. expect thelr {entiments

‘fthould clath.

- Hence therefore fome have thought, that
a_ perfon of a liberal and learned education,

- not concerned in trade, is better qualified to
engage in the ftudy of it, as’ a fcience, than -
a rmerchant himfelf: becaufe, fay they, his-

mind is freer from the prejudice of - felf<in-
tereft, and therefore more open to conviction

‘in things relating to the general good. They

add, that though he may not underftand the

- buying and felling of particular commodi~

ties, or the fittet time to.bring them to &

| proﬁtable ‘market, (which is the proper pro~
vince of a merchant) yet he may underﬁand S
in -

S e
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in what refpets the nature of that trade ‘con-

tributes to the lofs or- gain of the public,
with a degree of evidence, Wthh perhaps
the .merchant never thought of: -as being

‘indeed not concerned, ‘merelyas a merchant, )

in fuch kinds of dqumﬁnons.

- But. w1thout pretendmg to determine who '

are’ the beft qualified to engage in the ftudy
- of this moft ufeful and extenfive {cience, let

us rather humbly recommend ‘it to the at- B
tention of themboth. For, undoubtedly, both,

‘have their advantages 5 'and. perhaps the ap-
_ plication of both together, might be more
" fuccefsful than either of them feparately. If
the one fhould happen to be lefs felf-inte=

refted, by means of his ﬁtuat:on in life, and’

more open to convition in cafes relating to

the general good, the other; for the very

{fame reafon, is more fkilful in the pra&xce

of trade, and a better _]udge, whether the

project, perhaps fo fair in Theory, is fca- |
{ible in Fa&. |

As to the private mteref’c of merchants,

which is here fuppofed to be a biafs upon
their minds, this, moft certainly,’ commdes, -

for the moft part, with the general interef®

~of their country : and fo'far it .can be no

- argument in their disfavour. But neverthe=
lefs, truth obliges us to acknowledge, - that

in certam cafes,* “a merchant may have

* o Brmfh Merchant, " vol. i, page 14.1. 8vo Edl-\

tion, 1721.¢ See likewile the mﬁances there glven to
conﬁrm this obfervatxon.
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e g diftin& mtﬂre{’c from that of his, coumry.

& He may thrive by a trade which may prove
é her ruin.” - Nay more, he may be impo=
verithed by a trade that is beneficial to her::
But undoubtedly, the moment he pet‘celves
he i is carrying on a loﬁng trade, he will quit
lt, and employ his thoughts and his fubftance
in the profecutlon 6f fome other. I\/Ioreovelg,,

B as 1t is a balance in favour of himfelf, whic
s the pnnc1pal objec of his aims and endea=

vours, it. cannot .be. expe@ced ‘but of two .

"trades, both advantageous to the commus.

nity,, he wxll embrace that which is moft
proﬁtable to himfelf; though it thould hap

pen to be lefs gainful to the public. Itisa
maxim with, traders, ‘and a juftifiable one;
to get all that can be got in a legal and ho-

“neft way. And if the laws of their country

do-give them the permiffion of carrying.omn
any partxcular gainful trade, it is their bufi~
nefs, as merchants, to engage in’ ‘the. profe-
‘cution of it. As to the great point.of na=
tional advantage, or. difadvantage, this is
properly the concern of others, who fit at.

" the helm. of ‘government, and confequently
o Whofe province it is, to frame.the laws and

reoulatlons relating to trade\xn fuch a man=
ner, as may caufe the private interefk of the

. mercnani; to fall 1n with, the gene1a1 oood of

his country. .,

I‘or thefe reafons therefore, the ap},omt-— ‘

ment of the Board of Txade, muft certainly - -

B T R PR T . o appear -
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appear a very, wife and neceﬁ'ary mf’ututlon.
The mtent and defign bemg, as I humbly
conceive, to anfwer this very, end. . Andthe
honourable members of it may" be looked
upon, in this light, as the Guardians of the

ral commercial interefts of the kingdom, they
are " to infpect the feveral branches of traffic
that are carried on, and to give notice to the

legiflature, whether the profit. of the king~
. dom; or of the merchant, is moft promoted 3
that the proper remedies, or encouragements
;.mav be applied, according as the cafe res

quires, by ftopping up the former channels
of a difadvantageous trade, opening new ones,

--which may entich the public and the adven-

turer together ; encouraging him to perfe-

“vere, and to enlarge his dealings in every

branch,whichis beneficial to the community 3

and, in one word, by enabling the merchant -

to find his own private advantage in labour=
ing for the good of his country. Self and
{ocial “happinefs, in this cafe, muft be made
to unite ;- otherwife it will happen in this,

“as in moft other affairs, that focial happinefs

will not be promoted at all.-

- And as the affairs of commerce muPc for .
thefe reafons, ultimately come under. the

cogmzance of the legiflature, it wexegreatly
to:be wifhed, that men of eminence and di-

_{tin&ion, whofe birth and fortunes procure
them an admxfﬁon into the ‘Britith {enate,

' Would

- public welfare. In prefiding over the gene=-




o TR T NI AT

( -'Xi%/- )

_:WOul‘d"Chip‘l_oy a little 'more of their time:
in the cultivation of a fcience, fo worthy of
their greateft regard and attention. ~ The -

intereft of their country, and their own, do

them.. I’_beg‘rlcave to mention not‘:o‘nly th‘(:-;
intereft of their country, but their own ¢ for
it is a moft certain fa&, though not fuffi-

" both concur in requiring fuch a condu fromy

ciently attended to, that the landed gentle- .

man 1s more deeply concerned in the na-

‘tional effects of an advantageous or difadvan-
~ tageous commerce, than the merchant-him-
~felf. If this affertion fhould appear a para-

dox 'to any one, I hope a few lines will

convince him of the truth of it.

Suppofe then, fome general caTamit‘y to
befal the trade of the kingdom :—Or, to -

put a more firiking cafe, fuppofe the mouth
of the Thames to be choaked up with fands
and marthes, (as that fine river in France, the
Rhone, really is) {o as to afford no port worth

mentioning, for the purpofes of commerce:’

In fuch a melancholy cafe, the mercharits,

manufacturers, owners of fhips, failors, and
“all* the multitudes of tradefinen dependant

upon this commerce, would indeed be the

firlt affe@ed, but they would not be the
greateft lofers. For after the firft fhock, they
‘would eafily remove with the beft-of their
effes, and try their-fortunes elfewhere. But
the landed gentleman, what muft he do ? he:
is. bound dowh to the foil, and cannot remove -

- his h

N
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his eftate, though\the' perféns ai‘e gone, who

ufed to confume the produé of it. Thus the

evil becomes incurable, and perpé'tual, with
-regard-to him, and every day encreafing %
whereas,; with refpe¢t to the merchant, it

‘was only a fhock at firt, which he has the

to a more advantageous fituation. -
It is fervently to be withed, that’ Provi-

chance of getting the better of, by removing

~ dence may never vifit us with fo terrible a

judgment, as the choaking up the mouth of

our principal river leading to the metropo--
~lis of the kingdom, But the bare fuppofal

of fucha cafeis fufficient to prove, T humbly
prefume, with irrefiftible evidence, that the

'. landed gentlemen in'the counties adjacent to.
London, are more deeply.interefted in the
confequences of the trade of London, than

the merchants themfelves ; and, therefore,

that thofe {uppofed diftin@ions of landed in-

tereft, and trading intereft, in the fenfe they
are commonly ufed, are the moﬁ idle and
filly, as. well as falfe and injurious, that ever
divided mankind. " S
~But above all, we muft beg leave to ob-

ferve, by way of inducement' to the landed

gentleman, to turn his thoughts to this ftu-
dy, that his very private intereft is rather a

,h.eIP‘, than a detriment to him, in the profe~
~cution of it. It puts no wrong bias upon
his mind, but directs him to-the true pbin’t

of light, from whence to fee, and to judge,
o ef

A
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of thei‘e a&'anrs 3 whxch is a cucumftance, in
- {fome refpect, peculiar to his fituation. -
For, if we fuppofe the fcene flill to conti=

“puein and about London, (though the fame
~would hold true of any other part -of the

Vklngdom) as the private intereft of the

Janded oentlemen arifes from the general .
- commerce of the place, he can have no par= -
tial views in relation to trade, nor can reap -

any advantage from monopolies, - exclufive
companies, or fuch like deftructive artifices.

‘The more perfons there are employed in every

- branch of bufinefs, the more there will be to

confume the produce of his eftate ; fo that

he will ‘have no temptations to complain,
that the trade is over-ftocked, or with the

- promotion of zbis trade, in order to the de~

‘clenfion of zhat. In fhort, his own intereft

" is connected with the good of the whole’; fo
that he cannot but be extremely well qL.ah-s E

fied to underftand, and to promote it, if he

will pleafe to make ufe of the advantagcs he -

is happzly poffcﬂed of,

C

A BRIEF";

- and 011

'T/f)e Prmczpal ADVANTAGES of

FRANCE, ‘wzi‘l) reﬁe&‘ to fZ?cm’e. o

"I H E natural produce and commo-.»'

‘dities of  the country.—Thefe are,
chxeﬂ s wines, brandxes, filk, ‘linen, hemp,
I.do not mention corn, for though,
they raife a great deal, ~yet, as they are’

~great, bread-eaters, they confume a great -
‘deal, and have litile to fpare for exporta=-

tion.  Their harvefls alfo are more p1eca-
rxous than ours, and. often fail. v 7
"II. The fubordination of the common

~people is an unfpéakable advantagc to them,
in refpeét to trade.— By this means the
‘manufaGurers are always  kept induftrious :
they dare not' run into fhocking- lewdnefs
’and dcbauchery ; to drunkennefs they are

0 ‘not




- high credit.

| (13 ) |
not inclined. Th(éy, % are obliged to enter. -
into the married ftate ; whereby they raife-
up large famili¢s to labour, -and keep down
the price of it; and, confequently, by

* working cheaper, -¢nable the merchant to -

fell the cheaper. o : S
III. The rules and regulations they are
obliged to obférve in mianufaturing their

~.goods, and expofing them to fale; is a great
~ advantage to the credit of their manufac- .

tures, and confequently to trade. All forts
of goods for exportation, muft undergo an

infpe&ion of the proper officer in the public
‘hall : there they are compared with the pat

terns or famples delivered in before. The bad,

‘and fuch as do not anfwer to their famples,

are confifcated, with a fine levied upon the of -
fender. By thefe means, the fraudulent de-

_ figns of private traders, who would get rich

at the public expence, are prevented, and the
national manufactory conftantly kept up in

IV. Their excellent r’voads} their navi-
'gabl’é;rive‘rs and canals, are of fingular ad-

~ vantage to their trade.—Their great roads
‘are always in good order, and always carried

on in a ftrait line, where the nature of the

ground will permit; and made at a moft

.- pro-

% Thelaw of France obliges all unmarried men to .
ferve as. common foldiers in the militia and the army,
unlefs they have particular exceptions, on account of *

their _ﬂaci‘ons and profeﬂions, R

i .
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prodigious expence ; each province being

obliged to make and repair their own roads;

and yet there i§ no expence for turnpikes

from one end-of the kingdom to: the other.
Their rivers are indeed, for the moft part,

the erk ‘of nature : the Seine, the Loil"_e,‘:}-_,
the Garonne, and: the Rhone, with all the
~rivers which fall into them, help to carry on

a communication with moft of the great ci-
ties. of the kingdom. |

 But their canals are their own propes
: praife 3 and equally deferving admiration, on

account ‘of’ their ‘g_randeur and contrivance,
as for their ufefulnefs to trade, in lowering

the price of carriage. Among thefe, that of |

Languedoc, and the two canals of Orleans

and Briare, are worthy to be particularly men-
tioned. By means of the former, a comu=- ..
nication is opened between -Bourdeaux and

- Marfeilles, between the ocean and the Me-
diterranean, without paffing through the
Straits of Gibraltar, and {urrounding all the . -
‘coalts of Portugal and Spain ; and, by virtue,
‘of the two latter, an eafy intercourfe is main-

tained between all the great towns fituated
on the Seine and the Loire. Many other
canals there are, and more ftill intended to be.

merce, -

“made, greatly advantageous to their com- .

V.. The French enjoy a great advantage in
the goodnefs of  their fugar colonies,—It is.
‘not owing to any fuperior fkill in them, or
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wrong conduct in us, nor yet any greatcr
‘economy in their planters, or profufenefs in

ours, (for, upon. the ftricteft enquiry, both
will be found to be very culpable) that they
exceed us in the cheapnefs and goodnefs .of
- thelr commodmes but becaufe our Leeward

1ﬂands are worn out, being orxgmally of no
dep;h of foil ; and the ground is more upon
a level
burnt up ; whereas their iflands are ftill very

good. In Martinico' particularly, the ground

18 rich, the foil deep, diverfified with high
hllls, affording copious ftreams of water,
~and refrething (hades. - ‘Another great ad-

~ vantage which the French have over the
" Englith in. their fugar colonies, 'is their
Agrarian law, whereby monopolifts are pres

- ented from engrofling too much land. . Sg
'that the number of Whites are greatly en=
‘creafed the lands 1mproved more commodi-=
ties ra1fed the planters obliged to a more
'frugal manner of living, and all thmgs ren=
~.dered cheaper. By thefe means Martinico
"can mufter 16,000 fighting men ; but Jas
‘naica, which is near three times as - large,
- only go00. Add to this, that the inhdbitants
~.of Old France do no ufe the tenth part- of the
fugars for home ‘confumption as the Englith
do,; and therefore have that commoduy to
" export again to foreign markets, and*with lt
30 encreafe the national wealth, '
VI. The French co]o*nes receive all then‘

- 'luxunes and reﬁnemems of living from their
~ mother-

1

confequently more fubje& to. be’
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*mother-country, ‘which -is a very. great ad-z
~ yantage to it.—They are not fuffered, nor
“indeed doth it appear, that they are much
~~ inclined to go to any ‘other {thop or’ market
* for thefe things ;
©any manufa&ures of their own, to the preju—

neither have they fet up-

dice of their mother-country Indeed asto

~ the neceffaries of life, they fupply themfelves
* with them where they can ; and frequently =
‘huy of the Englith, "But this is a cafe of

neceflity, Wthh cannot be fubject to re-
ftraints.  As to articles of luxury, parade,

- and pleafure, we very feldom hear that they
buy any of them from us,

VII, The manner of colled’uhg thelr du- |
ties on feveral forts of goods meorted is: of

- greater advantage to trade than can eafily be
-imagined.—In the

port of Bourdeaux (and_
I take it for granted, {o good a regulation ob-
tains in other places) there are public ware-
houfes, very proper and convement adjoining
to the Cuftom-houfe.” And all previfions
and goods neceflary for the ufe of their fugar
colonies, are there depofited by the mer- -

~chant, ’till the fhxp fails, duty-free, paying

- only a moderate price for cellarage.
the returns, the fugars, &ec. are landed in the

- King’s warchoufes, where. they remain ’till

When

the importer has found a- purchafer for a

- proper quantity ; then he pays the duty for
that, and has’it taken away, letting the reft
) ,contmue.
i gex.‘portatxon, there they lic ready and conve- -
“nient,

Or if he intends thefe goods for

By thxs means, he is never driven to
{traitg
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'fpend in France.

"

ftraits on.account of the King’s duty; and i is

enabled to carry on a very extenfive trade with

-a {mall ftock. The confequence of "which is,
- that many perfons are hereby capacitated to

enter confiderably into commetce; who could

- not otherwife have doneit. For 1,000l frer=
'lmg in France, will go near as far as 2,000l.
in England + Not to mention, that as there is.
'no money 1mmed1atley advanced on account
of the King’s duty, the whole gains of ‘the

merchant will rife only from the ‘money ac-

‘tually in trade : now this is lefs by near one
‘half to what it would have ‘been, had the
duty been all paid at once ;

confequently he
can -afford to f{ell one halflefs than he muﬂ:

o ‘have demanded in the other cafe. : :

. VIII. Their nelghbourhood to. Spam, and -
plefent connexion with it, is of fo great ad-
v vantage, as to be worth all their tradc befides.
—For it is certain, they get more-from the
_ 'Spamards than all the trading nations in Bu-

rope. Their poor from Pengoxd Limofin,

‘and other places, come yearly into Spain to
‘reap their corn, and gather in their vintage'

and carry back what they have earned to

yonne, and the nelghbourmg places, fupply

‘them with great quantltles both of frefh and -

falt ﬁfh ‘to eat on faft-days, and to keep
Lent. - The pedlars and ﬂxop—keepers in

-Spain, are moft French, Who retire into their
~own country, when they have made their for-
‘tunes. 'The towns in Languedoc fupply them.
’kuh cloth ﬁl&s, nd ﬁockmtrs‘, ‘Rouen with -

: h'lts,

“The fithermen from Ba-

‘anto France.
- ments are. all in- ﬁlver, and gold 1is more
{earce in’ Francc,' in the currency of coin, -
“than filver is in England

~and from their fugar colonies.
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_hats, and coarfe linen ftuffs ; Abbevﬂle, wulx
fuperfine cloths ; "Amiens and Arras, with
worfted and camblet ftuffs; and Lions, with

all forts of rich filks, gold and filver lace, &c.

for their. confumption both in. Europe and
" America. In fhott, the greateft. part of the

producc of the mines of Potofi is brought;
‘Hence it is that their pay=

A plain proof,
that they have the gleat trade to. Spam, as.

~ we have to Portugal.

IX. Their addrefs in drawmg raw mate-— :
rials from other countries to.work up in their |
own, ferves greatly to enlarge and extend
their trade.—France produces fome- wool

‘and filk ; but not a fourth. part of what they

manufacture. 'Wool they import from Bar-.
bary,  the Levant, and ‘Spain. They alfo
bring wool from Switzerland. Some little

| perhaps is. run from England but, I have

good reafon to beheve, not much The

- quantity’ from Ireland is very conﬁderable, -‘

which is owing to our own wrong policy.

‘The beft of their raw filk they draw from o

Plemont ~ the Levant, Italy, and Spaxn.
The1r cotton is brought from the Levant,
And the
athes for ‘making foap, at Marfellles, ‘are

chiefly imported from Egypt.

X. They reap unfpeakable advvantage, by

- the permlﬂion and. encouragcment given to

{orc:lgu )
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foreign merchants and manufactarers to fet=,

- tle among them.~—By this good "policy the

priceof labour is always kept {ufficiently lowi
A competition and emulation are raifed,; who

thall work, and fell the cheapeft;  which
tuft turn out greatly to the national advans -
_tage, though it may not be fo favourable to .-
. the private intereft of individuals. For thefé

" teafons, the government is particulatly gen-

tle and indulgent to foreig’ners;j’f And the.

" fituation of the country is greatly affiftant to

this difpofition of the government.~~France
is furrounded with populous, that is, pro=
lific nations, who have no trade and manu~

faltures of their own to employ their poor,
Flanders, all Germany on the fide of the

Rhine; Switzerland, Savoy, and fome parts

of Italy, pour their fupernumerary hands.
every year into Francé; where they are ca=
" reffed, and received into the army, or the

‘manufacture, according to their inclinations,
The Rhone. is fo eafy and cheap a convey=~

- ance, for the fwarms of inhabitants border«
ing on the lake of Geneva, that fo fmall a

fum as one thilling, or eighteen pence each
perfon, will bring them to the chief manu-
facturing town in the kingdom, viz. Lions.
And there are faid to be no lefs .than ‘ten

thoufand Swifs and Germans' employed in
that city. The numbers alfo in all the other ..

commercial towns are very great, and daily

increafing, -

~

defiruc~

. XL The Engliﬂi_méngp\ol'iés, which:ar“e:fq_

( és\)'

' deftru@ive to the interefts of Great Bfitain,;,_«

become, for the very fame reafon, of the
greateft benefit and advantage to France.——

- Marfeilles is a flagrant; and a melancholy

. proof of Ithi"s aﬂ'ertion.'f‘? For the trade of this
place hath flourithed and increafed juft in

" thé fame proportion, as that of our Turky °
‘company {funk .and declined. All the fine

ftreets and new buildings of. the city; date
their original from this period. So that we
‘may truly fay, they were built, and are now
{upported, by the exclufive Turky company
‘of .England. Moreover, the.Eng]ifhﬁHud;

{on’s-Bay company is the only caufe, which .

can make the French fettlements in fo
wretched ‘a country as the porthern parts

N bf Can:-_zda, to flourith ; with fo difficult and
- dangerous a navigation, as that up the bay of -
.St. Lawrence. It is this, and no other, is
the caufe that enables them to extend their -

colonies, and to underfell the Englith in all
_the articles of furr; which they. app'aantIy:'f
do in times of peace. - = . L
. XII.' The publick ftock of wealth is greatly
increafed, by foreigners of -all countries tra-

o velling émopg them.—The advantages from

hence accruing have not been fo much at-

tended to, as, 1 humbly think, they juftly

deferve, For while thefe foreigners refide in -

.the country, they not only pay for their food
~and board at'an -high rate, but they al{o cloath
themfelves with the manufactures of it, and:

-~
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‘buy many curiofities. But this -is not all:

for having contradted a liking to the produce

and manufactures of the country they travel-

led in, they continue to ufe them when they

are re_turned‘to-thei: own; and {o introduce
them to the knowledge, efteem, and appro-

bation of others : this begets a demand ; and
a demand for them draws on a corre{pon-
dence, and a fettled commerce: Thefe are

'. the advantages which the French enjoy by

fuch numbers of foreigners travelling among
them ; whereas they {carce ever travel them-
felves; and' by that. means circulate the
money in their own country. ‘

o - ~

XIII. France enjoys no {mall advéntage,

~as it doth not lofe much by the article of

fmuggling, in comparifon to what England
doth.—This is owing' to the ftrictnefs of
their government, the many (pies they have
upon every man’s actions, and being able to

~ punith the flighteft offence more feverely,-

and in a more fummary way than we can,

or is confiftent with a free conflitution to -

do.

T, be

The Principal Dis ADVA NTAGES of

Trade with regard to FrANCE.

1.7~ \HE firft di"fadxiaﬁtagé to aA}f'ree

R trade is the government, which
is' arbitrary and defpotic;’ and therefore

fuch as a merchant would not chufe to

live under, if he knows the {weets of li~
berty. in another country, and has no at-

tachment -of family, or intereft to keep

E him ftill in France.—It ‘muft be ackn’_ow-—«_’,
ledged, his property, ‘generally {peaking, is

fecure enough ; but his perfon is not fo. To

explain this, we muft beg leave to obferve,
“that though there are fixed ‘and ftated laws
in France to decide all cafes of property, and
criminal caufes, as here in England; fo that

a man may know-the rules he is to-be go= -

verned by in thofe refpects, and can have an

open trial for his life and fortune; yet there -
are no laws to afcertain the nature of poli=
tical offences, or to circumfcribe the power -

of the judge: fo that he muft be intirely at

~ the mercy of the Licutenant de Police, and

his deputies ; who can ‘imprifon him at will,
with’oqt afligning any reafon, or bringing any
evidence to confront him. And therefore his

D2 . enly
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01 upon the public. Vaft eftates are appros=
priated for the fupport of fome of thefe
religious’ orders, whofe fund is con*mually
accumulatmg, not only by legacies and: do-
‘nations, but alfo by whatever fortune each
perfon is poﬁcifed of, at the time of takmg
the vow. -And others, who are of the Men~
~dicant orders, and are allowed to have no
~ property, become a- continual tax upon the
- induftry and charity of the people ; and. thefe
moﬁly of the middling and lower fort. Not
“to mention the- mcreaﬁng riches and dead
wealth- in all their churches. ., '
IV. A fourth great- d1fadvantage to. the__
trade of France, is their numerous and poor
nobility.—The nature and conftitution of
that government- require the notion of b1rth~
and family to be kept up-very high, as it will. -
always create an indigent nobility, and con-

only fecutity - confifts, in bemcr contmually

'~ lavith in the praife of the kmg and the mi-

niftry, and in faying nothing which may

afford the leaft pretence to the fpies, who

fwarm = all “over the kmgdom, to inform

] agamﬁ: him. = . ,
0 - II. The fecond. dlfadvantage to the free-
~ dom of trade, s the Romifh religion ;. which
has. added to its many Other abfurdltxes, a
{pirit of cruelty and perfecution, “fo repug-
~ nant to_the fcope and tendency of the gof-
- pel. wTherefgre a protef’cant merchant, if at
the fame time a confcientions man, will find

\himfelf very often reduced to great difficul~

ties, in order to avoid, on the one hand, the

fin of hypocrify, by compliances agamf’c his

confcience, or, on the other, the danger at-

ténding the exercife of his rehgloa, -and the

‘educating of his children in the proteftant

way. This, I fay, will often happen, even
at prefent; though the blgotry of ‘the court -

of France is not near {o great as it was in |
former times. | refined policy induces the: court to-make the.

III. Another great burden, and  confe- . military fervice be efteemed the moft ho~
ql..ently a difadvantage to the trade of France, 1 - nourable’; .as it mu{’c render the whole body
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preferments as may not deroge, or bring a
ftain upon thelr family. Moreover, the fame

T IEED L oEREEERS

{equently dependant upon-the court for{fuch: -

is, the great number of religious of both " -
fexes.—The loweft ‘computation of thefe.
amounts to near three hundred thoufand -

perfons: a great part of which nuimber

might; and would be employed in trade
and manufacures; and the reft might be

ufeful to fociety in other fpheres. But that
-is not all they are a very heavy We.ght

upon .

by thres ranks, or orders ; the nobleﬂ”e, thé bourgeois,

of the nobility foldlms to fight their battles ;.
“the richer ferving for glory, and- the poorer.
for an honourable fupport. The confequence -

of all this is, that they heartily defpife the.
Bourg601s§, that 15, the mercham and tradef-
- o‘man:

§ In France the 1nhab1tants are uﬁnlly diftinguifhed:

and
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man : and he, when he gets rich, is'as de-

 firous of quitting fo difhonourable an employ,
 wherein his riches cannot fecure him from

infult and contempt. - Being therefore ambi-
tious of raifing his own family to be of the

Noblefle;, he leaves off tradeas foon as he

~ can, and breeds up his fons to the military
profeflion, or purchafes fome office in the

- law or civil govérnment, which may ennoble

them. . . o “ , o
V. The trade of France fuffers another

inconveniency by the nature of its taxes.—

Some of thefe, in certain provinces, are very
arbitrary ; as the T aille, which is levied

~ and the pdifans. Each of thefe are totally diftinct from
the other. The pofterity of the noblefle are all " no-
blefle, though ever fo.poor, and though not honoured
with the titles of Count, Marquis, &c. as noblemen are
here in"England. The pofterity of a bourgeois, though
ever fo rich, and though the family have left off trade

- a hundred years ago, are ftill but bourgeois, until they

‘are ennobled by patent, or have wiped off the difgrace .

of having been. merchants, by fome fignal military
fervice, or have purchafed fome honourable employ.
Therefore when the noblefle call the merchants, bour-
‘geois, (burgefles) they mean it as a term of infamy and
reproach, anfwering to that of, pitiful low mechanic, in
Englith, Indeed, by fome ordinances, the nob}eﬁ'e are
permitted to engage in certain branches of foreign and
wholefale trade, without bringing any ftain upon their
* family. But thefe permiffions will have very little effi-

" cacy to inducc the nobility to turn merchants, as long

| . as the military fervice'is {0 highly exalted in credit.and

reputation above merchandize. "The very genius of the -
povernment® makes it .a- fcandal not to bea foldier:.

Laws will have little force againft tbisj

\ N ( 31 ) .
moftly upon the poor:peafants and manufac-
turers in the country villages. Others are

very heavy ; as the duty uinon falt, which is

thockingly oppreflive. Others again, though
not quite fo oppreflive, are yet equally im-
properly laid, becaufe they are upon the

neceflaries of life, which are to feed the
tradefman, and. to victual the fhipping.
Thus, for example, all forts of provifions, .

corn, wine, butchers meat, poultry, eggs,

fith, garden-ftuff, and fruit, pay a duty at
the entrance of fome of their great cities.
- There are duties alfo lately laid upon foap
and candles. And in the Pais des Etats,
where the moft grievous. of thefe impofts are -
~not levied, they lay a provincial duty upon
all things going in or ‘out of that province;

which makes the merchandize fo pafling

through, .become the dearer at a' foreign .
‘market. - , S ,

VI. The ‘maitrifes,  which fo generally
prevail in France, is a clog to the trade of |

the country.—Thefe maitrifes are much the
fame as our companies in towns corporate ;
only we have this advantage, that in Eng-
land their pernicious effeéts can be more

~eafily eluded by, having fhops, &c. within -
glafs windows. Befides, our beft manufac-

turing. towns, fuch as Birmingham, Man-~

rcheﬁe_r, ‘Leeds, and even fourfi-fths of Lon-
~don itfelf, viz. Wefiminfter, Southwark,
and all the {uburbs, have no companics at

¥ o ano
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411, Whereas, - in France, all tladefmen are

~ obliged to be free of their proper maitrife,
'~ before they can fet up. The fine for this,

in fome trades, is very confiderable. And
there is alfo, -in time of war, an annual de-
mand of a certain proportxon ‘of men out of

each maltrlfe, which is underftood to imply
a fum of money by way of equivalent.  Thus, -

 the ‘more thefe muaitrifes become ufeful to
fupply the exxgencms of the government at
a pmch the more privileges. they will ac~

quire ; ‘and the greater the privilege is of any

_particular company, the lefs wxll be the ge~
| nexal trade of the country.

VII. The French fuftain fbme d1fadvan-— o

tage by their monopohes and exclufive char-
ters.—They have an Eaft-India Company at

Poit I'Orient : Marfeilles is a free port for -

the Levant and Barbary trade ; whereas there

is a duty of 20 per cent. upon all merchan~-

_dize of thofe countnes, if imported into. any
~other port of France in the Mediterranean.
And even at Marfeilles, there is a particular

7

exclufive company for. importing corn and -

‘wool from Africa.. Lions is free for all filk

entering, or going out; whereas thereis an.
‘heavy duty in the neighbouring towns ;. by
‘which means, Lions may be faid to have an
exclufive charter, And there is good reafon
“to: conclude, there 1s fomethmg of the fame
. ‘nature for the Turky cloth at Carcaflonne,

, the filk and wor ﬁed ﬁockm gs at Nifmes, the

» cloathing
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\ cloathing for the foldxcry at Lodeve, the f’u-,-,

pcrﬁnc cloth at Abbcvxlle, the ftuffs at

 Amiens, the camblets at Arras, ‘the painted

linens and cottons at Rouden, &c.

. VHI. The French laboyr under no‘fmall‘-‘
dlfadvantage on account of the expence they
are at in the article of thipping.=—They have

vgore men ‘to navigate their thips than the
riglith, becaufe they are not fo expert
failors, They muft carry fome fupernume=

rary ‘landfmen, by the ngs ordcrs: the‘y}

muft have many  officers to govern the

men, becaufe the merchant is to be refpon- |

fible for them when the fhip returns. Thefe

* officers will have a grand table, a cook, and

new bread every day, - The fhip lies long in

port, if fent to  the Weft-Indies to difpofe

of the cargo: becaufe their Creolians are faid

to bt fo difhoneft, that they do not care. tQ'-j

truft themr with commiffiens; and fo the
expences of the ofﬁcexs and of the crew run.

very high. Add to thls, that the officer be=

'longmg to, the marine in France, will find

ways and means to g;vc great’ trouble to the .
merchant, both as to the choice of - failors;,
“and of ofﬁcers, unlefs he is properly confi=

dered; which is generally done by buying,
fome fhip- flores of himielf, or friends, at

" an exorbitant price.

IX, The two nanonal-vxces of the French

‘gammg and fine clothes, - is a great hurt to o
their trade.-ee-Thefc expences cannot be fup-

Portcd
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ported but“by"ar’v]argé-ptoﬁt';-, and tlﬁati;w(iﬂ -

~always leflen ‘the demand at a foreign mar--
ket, .if -their. neighbours can afford to fell
- " cheapér. Not to- mention the fwift: ruin
- which gaming fometimes brings on, and‘the
- lofs of time occafioned byt
. X. The fituation of the French ports, are -
a great difadvantage to them, with refpe@ to -

- the Hamburg and northern “trade: and in

~regard to the fouthern and Weft Indies,:they
‘are. not better fituated; and are ‘not near fo
‘many, nor fo good as ours, - efpecially if we
‘take Ireland into. the ‘account.- They have
- only an advantage with refpeét to the Medi-
XL The farming of. the revenue is ano-
ther great difadvantage to the commerce of
-France. For thefe Farmers have moft immo-

“derate profits, and live in all the fplendor

and expenceof the firft Princes of the blood.
And as they act by the King’s authority, they
tyrannife over the {ubjects with impunity ..
 Yet I cannot fee; how: the Frénch govern-
- ment can-be 'without fuch a fet of people. -
- For:when' mopey is. wanted, - they are ready
- to lepd, while. the fubject- is.afraid = there~
. fore-they. borrow of the {ubjeét, giving their
ewn.fecurities, and then lend to the govern-.
ment at an advanced price, paying them-~
- {elves, "as,the duties ‘are colletted, ~
. To thefe. difadyantag.es,‘ -it ‘has been inti»

! mated» f!»,: V.Q..Vijght;;to.‘ “have '.I"n'cn‘t-ion'cd. their -

. many

sy

- manyholidays, on which they muft not'work,
. and their pompous”procélions, which draw
‘the people agazingafterthem.—The thought
did occur. to mie before, at the time'of wris
. ting’ the fitfk edition s but I fuppreffed it
‘then, ‘and now beg ‘leave, to affign-the rea=
- fons 3 viz. In "thé,fgr”{’f;' place, thefe things are
greatly wearing off in France every day; fo-
- that the lofs of  timeis not {o confiderable,
~as one_may imagine. . Secondly, Allowing
- that fome:time isidled’ away during thefe:

holidays; and in feeing: proceflions, &e. fill,

M we-caft up the account of the time and -

money which are fpent here .in England by
all forts of manufacturers, in' horfe-races,

cock-fightings, cricket<matches, bull-bait=
- ings, :but  more’ efpecially in' mobbing and
- eleGioneering, (all which dre not in France)

I am perfuaded, we fhall find the advantage

gained over -them, on the fcore. -Cf:‘-‘th'ei;r .
+ holidays: and. proceffions, ‘to be none at all;
and. that. upon comparing .both .articles to-~"
gether; the amount of the difadvantages will
‘be found to be greater on our fide, than on -

t*hCil'So . ‘ U
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The principal Avvantaces of Great
 BritaIN with refpett to Trade.

1. FEYHE natural produce and commo-

R dities of. the country ; corn, wool,

lead, tin, copper,.coal, butter, cheefe; tal=
low, ledather.—=All which are not to be found

~in France, in that plenty and abundance they.
are in England.

II. -'The number, goodnefs, and fituation-

- of our ports,—Thofe on the weftern fide of

- - Great-Britain. (efpecially if we reckon Ire~
‘land a part of ourfelves, and include both
iflands under one general.intereft, as in reafon-
and policy we ought to do) are almoft as -
well fituated for the fouthern trade, as the
French : ~they are four times: as many i
number, and much better for’ fafety, and:
depth of water. And as to the North and

- Baltic trade, the French can come into no
comparifon with ours. a o :

III. Nature has been very bountiful, in

beftowing on us fuch excellent fitheries;

-~ particularly the herring-fithery, on the nor-
thern coafts of Scotland, and the cod on the

- fouth-weft of Ireland.—Thefec great advan-

‘tages are always in qur power to cultivate
| | o and

N

-
).

and improve ; and it is otir fault, and ouip

o rep'rOach”,- ‘that we do not.. |

~ IV. England enjoys another advantage by

means of its free goverinment.=<A merchant -

can go to law with the crown, as eafily as:
with a_private fubje&. The judges,ai‘e,foﬁ"

‘the life of the prinee on the throne, and con

fequently not under the immiediate influence,
of the court. " No man’s - petfori can Be dea
tained, bat a feafon muft be given, and the
matter brought to an open’ trial, where his
€quals are to be his judges, and to decide
between him and the crown, whether he

ornot. ' - | S
- V. Another ineftimable blefling, and a
great advantage,, gonﬁde-red',,m,erély in.a com= -
mercial view; is the liberty of confcience.

- hath committed an offence againft the ftate,,

* ‘We enjoy in thefe kingdoins.~~Every man.is.

permitted to” worthip God  in: the way, he:
thinks the right and true, without fear or

- referve; and may educate his children in his

own religion. The Roman catholics, in=

deed, are under fome legal difcouragements:

but it is plain, the legiflature confidered themy
rather as a political, than a religious fe&,
when -thofe laws were enacted. And’ the~

 prefent government, by its condu towards

fh§m, . hgs. given them fufficiently to unders, -
ftand, that:-thcy {hall not be difturbed.in; the.
free exercife of their religion;, provided thej" ‘

~ will'give no difturbance to the ftate in civil

affairs,

o
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- refpeced as a gentleman. -
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affairs, by ﬁdlng with its enemies.

nlS;

furely, is but a reafonable demand : and here -

’ the matter feems to reft.

VL England has always enjoyed an ad-

vantage in trade, as its manufaCturers have

ever been in high repute for their fkill and )

ingenuity.—Our locks, chains, clock-work,

mathematrcal infttuments, and all forts of
cutlery ware, far exceed all others 'at this -

day, ‘and are defervedly preferred by foreign
nations. And.our failors are confiderably,
/fupenor to the F rEnch, in therr art and dex-:
tenty ‘

~VII. England CI]JOYS a very vifible advan-{ -
tage over France, as the whole bulk of our,

~ people may be concerned in- trade, if they
vpleafe, without any dlfreputatlon to their,

families.—The profeflion of a merchant is

“efteemed full as honourable as that of an of«
ﬁcer. "And no man need leave off tradc,
when he finds himfelf rrch, in order to be.

It is likewife no

fcandal for younger brothers of the moft an-

tient: famlhes to be bred up to trade and bu-‘,

" 'ﬁnefs. -
- VII. The 1ﬂand of ]amaxca has fome ad-

_ vantages over any of the F rench 1ﬂands, on
account of its ﬁtuatlon, to carry on a ‘bene~.
ficial trade with the Spanith Main; the fweets

~ of ‘which have been fo fuﬂicrently felt during -
the late War, as to need 1o further illuftras

- : - tiom.

- A v s gisieie -

a8 eyery expm ter Would expcé’c to geta pro=-
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fion. And thlS 1ﬂand is capable of great. L
improvements in many. other refpeéts:
IX. The very wants of Great-Bntam, in
one-refpect, 'might be turned into a fingular
advantage over the French in another.—-—It is
certain, France cannot carry on a. trade to
-moft countries with that advantage to the
, country it trades.with, as the Englifh can.—
For example; the Englith can trade - with
the Spaniards to mutual advantage: if the
Engh(h export cloth and ﬁuﬁs to Spain, they
- can take off fruits, oil, and wine, by way of
~barter. Whereas the French can make no
ufe of thefe commaodities, havmg fo much of ’

their own growth both to ufe, and to fpare — |

A confideration of this nature, well tuned

. and ftrongly urged; might have a good eEe&

upon the Spanith court, -to induce them . to
fayour the Englith commelce, and difcoun-
tenance the French. Itis owing to the fuc~
cefsful apphcatron of Sir Paul Methuen on’
this very head, when Envoy to the court of
Portugal, that the Englifh at this day enjay -
‘the whole - trade of Portugal, and. that the'
French 'in a manner, are excluded o

- X. The low intereft of money, and the
eafy and expeditious transfers in the funds,"
- give to Great-Britain a manifeft advantage in
the affairs of commerce.: For were the in-
tereft as high as in. France, the exportation
- of our manufaétures would be much dearer,

fiv |
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confequence of which would be, -a leflening

- of the quantity exported.~—Befides, the mer-
~chants of London, ‘by means of Eaft-India

~ bonds, "and the quick transfers of ftocks, are
‘enabled to make a

4

. gaing,

-~

dreadful confequences, -both in a commercial

. . be fupported either by an high "pr,,icc} for their.
- ; Theend Qf au iS nggrty_'-.and difea’fc 3 and

~.public. Nothing is more vifible, than the.
- duftry of the manufacuring poor in France,
and in England,  In the former, they are
L v fober,

it fti,periof; to 'the'in-tereﬁ of money ;.the fure

€ make a profit of their money, _
‘when not employed in trade; by which
.~ means they can afford to buy and fell fof lefs -

‘and a moral view, If they are fubject ta
little or no control, they will run into vices -
- vice is attended with expence, which muft -
" labour, or by methods ftill more deftructive, -
. fo they become. a loathfome burden to the 4'

- great difference between the morals and in-

I. FEVHE firft and ¢apital difadvantage,
-~ L isthe want of fubordination in the
- Jower clafs of people.——This is attended with

= gizare, DU

The principal DisaDVANTAGES of .
" Great-Britain with regard ro Trade,
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\

' fobet, frugal, and laborious: they marry,

and have flocks of  children, whem they,

~ bring up to labour. In the latter, ‘they are

given up to drunkennefs and debauchery: the
fireets fwarm with proftitutes, who f{pread
the ‘infeion, till they are carried to an

~hofpital, or their grave. -The men' are as’

bad as can be defcribed ; who become more -

wvicious, more indigent and idle, in propor=

tion to the advance of v'v'éges‘,’»a_nd" the cheap-,-

nefs of ,, proviﬁc')ns s great{numbefs- of both

fexes never working at all, while they have

‘any thing'to {pend upon their vices.

- IL. 'The prodigious expence of ele@ioneer-

ing, is another fatal ftab to trade and induf="

" try.—It is rot only fo much money fpent,
‘but it is {pent meftly upon manufactarers;

‘and fo it gives them a_ tafte for idlenefs, and

‘brings on an habit-of drunkennefs, and ex~
.travaganice, = The want alfo of fubordination,
- .juft now complained of, 'is moftly to be im~
. puted-tothe fame caufe, as it fets them above

- .control, frees them from all refiraint, and

brings down the rich to pay their court to

- them, ‘contrary to the juft and proper. order
of fociety..” . ‘ o ‘

O TILL An‘o_thei"".'v"ery-.g'{'fil'a-t burden on the =

- Englifh ‘commerce, is the vaft numbers, of

-~ poot ; and thofe every day increafing.—If we

~“tracethe hdéittcr;toji_‘ts»tfou_ntain;_head, we fhall
- find-it-to ‘be owing principally to the fame

caufes,
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caufes, viz. ele@ioneering, and the want of |

fubordination. And, if a calculation was

'made of the expences of eleCtioneering, and
the ruinous confequences of it, together with
the annual poor-tax, Iam very fure it would
exceed, in the proportion, what France ex-

~ pends in maintaining three hundred thou- -

fand religious of both fexes :" fo that we gain
no- advantage over France in this refpect,

- through our own diffolutenefs and ill' ma-

_nagement. o

IV. Our trade is greatly burthen‘éd by."thé '

nature of moft of our taxes, and the manner
of colle@ing them.—The cuftoms on the
goods ‘imported, make thofe “goods come
much. dearer to the confumer, than they

‘would do, if the confumer himfelf was to .

pay the duty: and this becomes a ftrong

temptation to cur people to fmuggle. - Th¢

taxes upon the neceflaries of life, are infa&t

fo many taxes upon trade and induftry: and

~fuch muft be accounted the duties upon foap,
‘coal, candles, falt; and leather. Likewife

the duties upon the importatlbn'of for’e'igﬁ-
‘yaw materials, to be employed in. our own

manufactures, are fo many fetters -and chains

to prevent the progrefs of labour, and cir-
culation of wealth. ~Thefe impofts were firft
laid on, under a notion of promoting the

landed intereft; but happy would. it have .
been for thefe kingdoms, if the landed gen-
o tlemen

(Ingit. o s . -
" Moreover, the expenfive manner- of col=
le&ing all our cuftoms, is ftill an additional
“difadvantage’; fuch as the multiplication and

(43 ) -~
tlemen had underftood their intereft, before
they attempted to thew their zeal in promot-

{plitting of offices, ‘patent-places, fees, fine~
cures, penfions, &c. &c. . Thefe things, in-

“deed, create édcpcndanize. upon the - court,
and are faid to ftrengthen the hands of the

government ; but if they do fo in one re-
{pe&, they weaken it much more _in ano=-

‘ther. They give too juft caufe for complaint;

the beft friends of the prefent eftablifhment
are grieved to fee any meafures which they
cannot vindicate, Repeated murmurs, where
there is a real féundation for them, naturally
tend to alienate the affections of the bulk of

the people, which above all things thould

be guarded againft; becaufe in times of actual |
danger, it is the people, and not place-men -,
and penfioners, who can fave the govern-'
ment, and oppofe themfelves againft the in-
vafions of foreign, or the infurrections of

~ domeftic, enemies: as was plainly feen in
~ the cafe of the late rebellion. -

V. The great number of fmngglers“in.

England, are of infinite detriment to trade. .
- —They carry nothing but bullion, or wool,

out of the kingdom, and return moftly with

- the commodities of France. They are the

¥ o2 " neceflary |
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necc{ﬁiy caufe of creating many ofﬁccs,»
maintaining - {loops, fmacks, &c. to guard
. agamﬂc them ; and they furm{h a prctenee.

for adding many more. Thus they become
doubly mifchievous.” They tempt others to

do the like, for fear of being ruined in their
Jawful trades by being underfold. Theprac-
tice of {muggling’ debauches the ‘morals of
“the common people, it leads them into pex" ‘_
Jury, and tutors them. up in 2ll vice and ex-.
travagance So many expences incurred, {o.
many deficiencies. in the revenue, muft be.
made up fome other way ; that is, by duties.
not {o liable to be embezzled. . And, there- . -
fore, fa& it is, that every mah, in paying.
. taxes for land, &c. pays for the damage . -
- done, or caufed by fmuggling. And yet, -
*till there is a proper {ubordination intro-.
duced, and the quahﬁcation for voting fome-
thmg altered from.whatit is at prefcnt, it is .

eafy to fee, there'never can be any effeGtual

cure for this growing evil. ‘Smugglers- are, .
,for the moft part, inhabitants of boroughs..
and towns .corporate: they, or their rela-

tlons, friends, dealers, acquamtance, &ca
are voters; and— Ferbum Jat fczpzem‘z.
V1. Our monopohes, pubhc compames,

and. corporate charters, are the bane and der.
{truétion of a free trade.—By the charter-of
the Eait- Indla company, at leaft nine thou« i
‘- :{and nine h;mdrcd and ‘ninety-ning Britifh .
N ' fub}eé“cs3
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fubje&s, out of ten thoufand, Without hava

ing - committed any fault to deferve fuch a

yunithment, are excluded from tradmg any

- where beyond the Cape of Good Hope. By
- the charter of the Turky company, a like,
- or 4 greater number, are excluded from hav- .
~ ing any commerce with the whole Turkith

empire, The Hudfon’s Bay company en-
groffes all the furr trade with the Indians, in-
* an extent of country almoft as large as half
Europe. . TThus the intereft of nine thou--
* fand nine . hundred and ‘ninety-nine fellow-
zfubje&s(( is facrificed, in‘fo many refpes,

for the fake of a fingle one. The whole na-
tion fuffers inits commerce, and is debarred

trading to.more than three-»fourths of ‘the

globe - to enrich: a - few. rapacious. directors.

They get" wealthy ‘the very fame way by

which the public becomes poor, viz. firft,

by exporting ‘{mall quantities of our own

manufactures, in order to have an exorbitant

profit; and,. 2dly, by importing but a few

of the raw ‘materials of foreign countries,

~ that they may have the higher price for what
they bring~ home.—A double mifchief!

equally fatal to the. commumty, both by the

{mallnefs of their exports-and imports.. -

And as to corporate charters, and companics
of. trades, . they are-likewife fo many monow

- polies in the places to which they belong, to
~ the grcat detrlmcnt of national commerce.—

To
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To . conv;hte any one of thlS, let him but

fuppofe a fet of town and country butchers |

frequenting the fame market ; and thaf the
country butchers were excluded for a market
- or two; would not the town butchers raife

their price? 7. e. put all their fellow-citizens
under contribution, by means of this privi~

. legeP And doth not every other company the

fame in all things they fell 7 And what is the

- confequence }—A general - dearnefs among
one another, whicn muft light at laft upon
the foreign trade, and therefore diminith the
quantity to be exported.. '
VII. Our imprudence and narrow- fpmt‘-
‘ednefs in not inviting foreigners to fettle

among us, is'another material d]ﬁdvantage‘ )
to the Enghfh trade.~—Foreigners can never -
: get rich in a ftrange country, but by work- . -

ing cheape1 or-better than the natives. And

if they do fo, though individuals may fuffer,

the public is certainly a gainer; as there is

~ fo much. merchandize to be exported upon

- eheaper terms, or {o much faved to the:mer-
chant, whereby he may afford to export the

cheaper.: Not to mention, .that by this"
means the price.of labour is contmually.bcat -
down, combinations of journeymen againft. -

their- matters are prevented, ‘induftry is-en-

- couraged, and an emulation excited. All

which are greatly for the public good.
Beﬁdes a forexgner Juﬁ efcaped from

ﬂavery

/ oreat bar acamf’c extendmg our trade.-—-Thls

- (47 ) .
flavery and: opprcﬁion, ‘when he gets rich i in
a land of liberty and plenty, is not likely to

return home, but will fettle arong us, and
become one of ourfelves, with his whole far

~mily. And whatare a/ Englithmen but the

defcendants of foreigners ? - In fhort, it is the
fame weak policy to ‘prevent foreigners fet-
tling among us, as it is in the poor about
London, to-oppofe the Welth and Irith com-~
ing up to work in- the gardens, and carry in
the harveft; not confidering, thatif the gar-

dener or firmer cannot have his work done

cheap, he cannot afford to fell the garden-
ftuff, bread, &c. chedp to them. So that
they themfelves find ‘their account in the

cheapnefs of the labour of thefe perfons. In-
deed, the Englith thould  give more encou-

ragement, if poflible, to {’crangers than
France doth ; as for many other reafons, fo

 particularly for this, that the Flemith, Ger-

mans, Swils, Pxedmontlfc, Italians, &c. can
arrive at moft of the, manufa&urmg towns i
France at a trifling expence; whereas the

. long journey from their own country,. and

the paflage over into England are a very

~great difcouragement to - foreign manufac-—

turers to counle to fettle here.

VIII. Our 111-Judged policy, and unnatu-
ral Jealoufy, in cramping the commerce and
manufadtures of - Ireland, is another - very

i
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Is a thoft tiniccountable infatuation, which

has niot the fhadow of a public and national
rcafon to defend it. Forif Ireland gets rich,

what is thé confequence ? England will be

rich too; and France will be the poorer. The

~ wool which is now fmuggled from * Ireland

“into France; and manufaGured there, and
from. thence fent to oppofe our own com-
modities at foreign markets, would be ma= |
nufa@ured in Ireland; the French would

~Jofe the benefit of it,’ the Irith- would get it?

«the rents of the. eftates in Ireland would:
nfe, and then the money would foon find

its way into England ‘Befides; the Irith

might be incorporated into the- Enghfh pars

liament, and make one nation with. our=
felves; bearing an: equal thare of taxes, and
{o cafing England, at the fame time that Ire~

~Jand is enmched -——But more of thlS herea

aftel‘.

-

.

* A clergyman, whofe llvmg is' ifi the wef’c of Ire-— o

" land, ‘affured me; that juft after-the peace, . the wool

- to France, we muft make it their intereff . to- keep.it at
~home; which can never be done, but by permlttmg. .

~ them to’ manufa&ure it, themfelves, and cxport 1t to any
.'market they can. : ; .

‘ fmuggleis of his parifh got upwards of 50 per: cent. by‘ 7
the wool they fold to the French.—As long as this is
the cafe, laws and reftritions will fignify nothing, If "

‘we have a mind to prevent the Irifh {ending their wool

IX. Want of a lefs expenﬁve Way of re-' ,
'-pamng our roads 3 Want of more navxgable
Lo : SR rxvers .
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rivers and canals; are a very great d1fadvan-
tage to England, in"comparifon to France.—
“Every one muft be fenfible of the heavy tax,
which fo many turnpikes lay upon trade;
~and how bad even the turnpike roads are in
- many parts of the country, diftant’ fromf
~ London. = We have no canals to open a
communication between city and city, river
‘and river, though our country is much better'
adapted for them than France. - .
. X We labour under a very great difad-
' ‘Vantage, as moft of our leeward iflands are
‘now .worn out, and indeed were never {o
fertile, or fo- laﬁlng a foil “as the F rench,
therefore they require a greater expence to.
- culfivate them: fo that our fugars muft come
~ the dearer to Europe Beﬁdes, as we ufe {o
~ much for home confumption, we have the
~ Iefs to fpare for foreign . ‘markets. But the
 greateft misfortune is, that the planters in
* thefe fmall iflands are fuffered to monopolize
as. much land” as they pleafe; by which
means the plantations are engroffed in-a few -
hands, and the number. of whites is.daily
'decreaﬁng, {fo that the fugar colonies now
confume much lefs of the produce of the
mother country ; and yet, in time of danger,
: !England 15. obhged to be-at the expence of a
greater force to prote&t them, as they are lefs
able to defend. themfelves.
| XI England labours under a pecuhar dif- :
G o advantage o

-
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advantage in comparifoii to France, as its
colonies are not {fo much under the command

~of their mother country, nor fo ftudious of

her welfare.—In many of thefe colonies fe-
veral manufa&ures are fet up, and more in-

tended to be erected, which will greatly in-
terfere with the trade of England.” And we

‘muft expect that this evil will not decreafe,
but increafe by time, unlefs an. effeGtual.
‘method can {peedily be put in practice, to

“divert the thoughts ‘of our colonifts - from

thefe purfuits, to fome others, equally fer-
‘viceable to them, and lefs detrimental to
us. Befides, they not only fet up manu-
factures of their own in oppofition to ours,
but they purchafe thofe luxuries and refine-
- ments of 'living from foreigners, which we
- ‘could furnith them with. It is computed,.

~ that they are fupplied with at leaft one third
- of thefe articles from foreign nations s améngft

whom the French come in for the greateft
thare. | o | ‘ ’

and in being too fond of travelling ourfelves.

——It is certain, England has as many curio-
fities for a foreigner to obferve, as any coun-
try in the world: the whole ifland, and every

- thing belonging to it, being in many refpes
- different from the Continent, -and w '

orthy

XII. We alfo fuffer a further inconveni-
ence in not inviting foreigners to travel into
England, and fpend their money among us ; -

~the

| (51 )
t_he attention of a ftranger. And even as to
fine paintings, original ftatues, and antiques, .
we have - prodigious colleGions of them in

~ private hands, t’hoggh little known even to -
our.own countrymen, for want of a public *
and general catalogue. - Moreover, our Eng- .~

lith travellers in France and Italy, are con-
tinually making new colletions, in order ta
carry home, and embellith their own coun-~

‘try. And yet, our gentry are fo fhy to
ftrangers, the fervants expet fo much vails,

and the' common people are {o rude and af-,

fronting, that very few care to travel in {fuch

a country. . , \
- XIII. The high price of labour is an-
other infuperable bar to a large trade.—The
caufes of which are fuch as have been af-
figned already, viz. eleCtioneering ; the cog-
rupt morals of the people; taxes on the ne-
ceflarics of life; monopolies, public com=

- panies, and corporate charters of trades.

XIV. We f{uffer a very great detriment g

" through the want of public infpe@ars, to fee

that our manufa&urers produce every thing

~good in its kind ; that they give good weight
.- and meafure, and fold the worfe fide outer-

moft. And what is ftill worfe, where fuch

"have been appointed, they have degenerated,
~ through fome unhappy abufe, {o far as to in-

creafe Vthcﬁevfjl‘they were intended to correct.
' XV. Add to all. thefe, the-difcourage-
T Gz2 . ments
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© ments and oppolitions which the moft gene-
rous {cheme will too often meet with from
- felf-interefted and defigning men, who per-
vert the invaluable blefling of liberty, and a

~ free conflitution, to fome of the worft of -

purpofes.  In a defpotic kingdom, the mi=-
~ niftry have none to oppofe them in their.
good defigns : but among us, let their plan-
be ever fo well calculated for the public.
good, yet if it clathes with the private inte-
‘reft of any particular perfons, trading com-
~ panies, or boroughs, (as it neceffarily muft
-do) then it is oppofed, under various pre~

tences, by the united force of falfe patiots,

who inflame the populace with ‘words and

names, and blacken and. mifreprefent the. -
beft defigns in the moft malevolent manner.

- Befides, in an ab(fol‘ut‘c government, there.
~ is no poflibility of gaining: preferment by,
~making one’s felf formidable to the miniftry..

Whereas in England, it is the fure road to

it. A bold plaufible fpeaker in the Houfe,
embarrafies the {chemes of the miniftry, not

~ becaufe he thinks them wrong, but becaufe
he expedts to be boughs off by-a place,. or a

‘penfion. A news-writer, or a pamphleteer,

- puts every meafure of the court in the moft

odious light, in order to make his paper fell.
the better, or to be thought confiderable.

enough to be retained on their fide,

- On the other hand, the miniftry are too

apt

&

(s

“apt to endeavour to quafh a motion,.fiot be=

caufe it ‘'was a bad one, but becaufe it came

~from the party in the oppofition. - A good
~motion, a public-fpirited and generous pro=
pofal, would raife the credit of the .authors -
of them too high with the people, wére they

carried into execution, to the detriment of

the miniftry. . Therefore, falus jfui,i"not‘ :

Salus populi, fuprema.lex effo.

Thus it'is on both fides: and an h‘\Oneﬁ,‘ ,
‘well-meaning perfon, whofe views are fingle, -

and who is confcious to himfelf of no other
attachment but the good' of his country,

‘cannot but lament thefe pernicious evils. .
And the more fo, as he muft defpair of fee~ o
ing them effeGually removed or cured, with-
out introducing worfe evils in ‘their ftead;

~unlefs men were much honefter, ard more

upright than they are; which, it is to be

~ feared, is not likcl‘y to be foon the cafe.

THREE.
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1. ON THE BALANCE OF TRADE'
H ON THE JEALOUSY OF TRADE

1IL Ox Tz BALANCE or POWER.

T

""On 'thg*BALANCE of T’,RADE'_.:“,

T is very ufual in nations 1gnorant of
H the .nature of commerce, to prahibit the
exportation of commodities, and to preferve
.among themfelves whatever they think va-
luable and ufeful. They do not confider,
that, in this prohlbmon they a&t directly
- contrary to their intention; and that the
more is cxpoxted of any commodity, the
more will be raifed at home, of which they
thcmfelvcs will always have the firft offer.

Rk il €.

. -Itis'well known to the learned that the
: anc1ent laws of Athens rendcxed the expor-

tatxon

S EGET

.

| 55 ).
tation of figs criminal ; that bemg ﬁJppofed

-a {pecies of fruit fo exccllcnt n-Attica, that
© the Athenians deemed it too delicious for the
palate of any foreigner. |

And in this ridicu-
lous prohibition they were {o' much in ear-
neft, ‘that informers were thence called
Sycopbants among them, from two Greek
words, which fignify figs and, difcoverer.

There are proofs in ‘many old aéts of parlia- -

ment, of the fame ignorance in the nature
‘of commerce, particularly in. the reign of
Edward III. And to this day, in France,

the exportation of corn is almoft always .

prohlbltcd ; in ordei, as they fay, to prevent
famines; though it is evident, that nothing
contributes more to the frequent famines,
which fo much diftrefs that fertile country.
The fame jealous fear, with regard to
money, has alfo prevailed among feveral na-

_tions ; and it requlred both reafon and expe-

rience to convince any people, that thefe

" _prohibitions ferve to. no other purpofe thas.
 to raife the exchange agami’c them, and pro-

duce a ftill greater exportation.
Thefe errors, one may fay, are grofs and

, palpablc : But there till prevalls, even in na-

tions well acquainted with commerce, | 2

. ftrong jealoufy with regard to the balance of
trade, and a fear, that all their gold and filver -

may be leavmg them. -This feems to me,

almoft in every cafe, a groundlefs apprehen-
fion ;

:}: Plut. De Curxoﬁtate

| and I'thould as foon dread, that all
- our fprmgs and rivers. fhould be exhaufted ,
_. | as
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s that money thould- abandon a km gdom
~where there are people and induftry. Let us

carefully prcferve thefe latter advantages;
and we need never be apprehenﬁve of loﬁng

~the former.

It is eafy to obferve, that all_calculations

concernmg the balance of trade, are founded

on very uncertain falts and fuppofitions.

- The cuftom-houfe books are allowed to be
an infufficient ground of reafomng, nor is
- the rate of exchange much better ; unlefs we
‘confider it with all nations, and know alfo. B

the proportions of the feveral fums remitted s

'~ which one inay fafely pronounce u‘npoﬂible._

Every man, who has ever reafoned on ‘this

Vfubjeé’c has'always proved his theory, what-

ever it was, by faéts and calculations, and

r‘by an enumeration of all the commodmes,
{ent to all forexgn kingdoms.

The writings of Mr. Gee f’cruék the na-

tion with an univerfal panic, when they faw

it plainly demonftrated, by a detail of par-
ticulars, that the balance was againft them
for fo confiderable a fum as muft leave them

~ without a ﬁngle thilling in five or fix years.
. But luckily, twenty years have fince elapfed

with an expenfive foreign war, yet 1s it

‘commonly f{uppofed, ‘that money is fill
‘more plentiful among us than in any former

perxod
N othmg can be more entertammg on- thxs
head than Dr. Swift; an author fo quick in

difcerning the miftakes and abfurdities of
- -others. He fays, m hxs ¢ Shozt View of

the

the State of Ireland,”: that the whole cafh

“of that kingdom formerly amounted but to

500, oool. that-out of this the Irifh.remitted:
every year a neat million to England, ‘and
had fearcely any other fource from which
they could compenfate themfelves, and little
other forelgn trade than the importation of

‘French. Wmes, for. which they paid ready
money. . ‘The confequence of this fituation,

which muﬁ be owned to-be dxfadvantageous,g

~was, that, in a courfe of three years, the
~current money of Ireland, from 5oo,s00l.

was reduced to lefs than two. And at pre-:

fent, T fuppofe,. in a courfe of. 30 years, it is:
~abfolutely nothing. - Yet I know not how, :

that ‘opinion of the ‘advance of riches in- °
Ireland, wbhich gave the Doé?or Jo much.

‘indignation, .feems fHll to cam‘mue, cmd gam_, ,
- grozmd with every body. o

“In thort, this apprehenfon of the wrong

ﬁ balancc of trade, appears of fuch a nature,
~ that it - difcovers itfelf, . wherever one is out:
of humour with the mmlﬁry, or 1s in low o
- {pirits; and as it can never be refuted - by a

'partxculardetadofall the exports,which.coun~

terbalance thei imports, it may here be proper
to form a general argument, that may prove

. the. 1mpofﬁbxhty of this event, as. long as we:

Prefel ve our’ people, and our induftry.
Suppofe four-fifths of all the money in

Britain to be annihilated in one night, "and:
‘the nation: reduced to the fame condxtxon,
‘ .thh regard to fpecw, as in the. relgns of the

- : Harrye
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Harrys and Edwards, what would be the

confequence ? Muft not the price of all la-
bour and commodities_fink in proportion,
and every thing be fold-as cheap as they

were in thofe ages ? What nation could then

difpute. 'with us in any foreign market; or.

pretend to navxgate or to. fell manufactures. .

at the fame prlce, -which to us WOde afford
fuﬂicxcnt proﬁt In how -little time, there-

fore, muft this bring back the money which-

we had loft, and raife us'to the level of all
“the nexghbounng nations ? -~ Where, after
‘we . have arrived, we immediately lofe the
advantage of the cheapnefs. of labour and
commodities; and the farther flowing in of

money is ftopped- by our. fulnefs and re-

letion.

Again, fuppofe, that a]l the money of

Bmam were multiplied fivefold in a night,
muft not the contrary effect follow ? Maulft
" not all labour and commodities. rife . to fuch
an exorbitant height, that no. nexghbourmg

~ nations could.afford to buy from us; while,

- their commodmes, on the aother hand, be-
came comparanvely {o cheap, that, in fpite

of all the laws which could be formed, they.

- would be run in upon us, and- our money

flow out; till we fall to a level with fo- )

reigners, and lofe that great. fuperiority of

. riches, which hath 1a1d us under fuch dif~

advantages P '
Now, it is evident, that the' fame caufes,

whxch would correct thefe exorbitant ine-

qualmes),
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‘gualities, were they to happen m1raculouﬂy,
muft prevent their happening in the com-
mon courfe of nature, and muft for ever, in
all neighbouring ‘nations, preferve ‘money *
‘nearly propornonable to the art and induftry -
~of ‘each nation. - All water, wherever it
‘communicates, remains always at a -level:’
Afk naturalifts the reafon; they tell you,
that, were it to be raifed in any one place; -
the fuperior gravity of that part not being
balanced, muft deprefs it, till it meet a
counterpoife; and ‘that the: fame caufe;
which redreffes the inequality when it hap-
“pens, muft for ever prevent it, without
* fome violernt external operation. % S
~Can one imagine, that it had ever been-
poﬁible, by any laws, or even by-any art or

- induftry, to-have kept all the money in
‘Spain, which the galleons have brought
- from the Indies ? Or that all commodities
. could be fold in France for a-tenth of the
price which they would yield on the other
fide of the Pyrenees, without finding their
way th1ther, and dralnmg from that immenfe

treafure ?

% There is another caufe, though more limited in

its operatlon, which checks the wrong balance of trade,

to every particular nation to which the kmgdom trades.
When we import more goods than we export, the ex-"
~change turns againft us, and this becomes a new en-

. couragement to export; as much as the charge of car-

. riage and infurance of the money which becomes due
" would amount to. For the exchange can’ never nffa

hxgher than that fum. ' :
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treafure ? What other reafon, indeed,
_.there, why all nations, at prefent, gain in

their trade with Spain and Portugal ; but '

becaufe it is impoffible to heap up money,
‘more than any fluid, beyond its proper level ?
- The fovereigns of thefe countries have thown,,
“that they wanted not inclination to keep
. their gold and filver to themfelves,. had it
’ been in any degree practicable.

- Buit as any body of water may be ralfed

above the level of the furroundmg ‘element,

if the former has no.communication. thh‘
the latter ;. fo in money, if the communi- -
_cation be cut off, by any material or phyfical

xmpedxment, (for all laws alone are ineffec-

: ..‘tual) there may, in fuch a cafe, be a very
great inequality of money. - Thus the im=

menfe diftance of China, together with the
- monopolies of our India compames, ob-
" ftructing the - communication, preferve in
‘Europe the gold ‘and filver, efpecially the
latter, in much greater plenty than they are
found in that kingdom. But, notwith-
ftanding this great obﬁrué‘non, the force of
“the caufes above mentioned is. ftill evident.
The fkill and ingenuity of Europe.in general

furpaffes. perhaps that of China, with re-
oard ‘to manual arts and manufactures ; yet
are we never able to trade thlther Wlthout'
- great dnadvantagc. And were it not for the
contmual recruits, which - we receive  from

Amemca, money would foon ﬁnk in Europe,

... . and-
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and rife in China, till it came nearly to a
“Jevel in both places. Nor can any redfon-
“able i man,doubt, but that induftrious nation,
~ were they as near usas Poland or Barbary,
~ would drain us of the overplus of our fpeci¢,
and draw to themfelves a larger fhare of the
~ Weft Indian treafures. We need not have
recourfe to a phyfical attraction, in order to -

explam the neceflity of this operation. There

is a ‘moral attraction, arlﬁng from the in-
terefts and paflions of men,. Wthh is full '

as potent and infallible.
" How _is the ‘balance kept in the provmccs
of every kingdom among themfelves; but

by the force of this principle, which makes

" it impoffible for money to lofe its level, and :
either to rife or fink beyond the proportion -
- of the labour and commodities: whlch are in |

each provmce? Did not. long experlence

make people eafy on this head, what a fund
of gloomy refleétions might calculatmns af- "~
~ford to a melancholy Yorkfhireman, while
‘he computed and magnified the fums drawn .
- to London by taxes, ahfentees, commodities,
‘and found on .comparifon the oppofite. arti-

¢les fo much ‘inferior ? And no doubt, had

- the heptarchy fubfifted i in Eng‘and, the lé~

giflature of each ftate had been contmually
alarmed by the fear of 2 wrong balance ; and

as it is- probable that the mutual  hatred of

thefe ftates would have been t:xttemely vio-

'lent on account of their clofe nexghbour-

hood

N
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‘hood, they Wc;uld have loaded and oppreﬁ'cé
all commerce, by a jealous and fuperfluous
‘caution. Since the union has removed the

barriers between Scotland and England,

‘which of thefe nations gains from the other
by this free commerce? Or if the former
kingdom has received any increafe of riches,

ean it reafonably be accounted for by any

thing but the increafe of itsartand induftry ¢
It was a common apprehenfion in England,
‘before the tinion, as we learn from L’Abbe -

du Bos *, that Scotland. would foon drain

them of their treafure, were an open trade -
allowed; and on the other fide the Tweed
" a contrary apprehenfion’ prevailed: = with
- what juftice in both, time has thown. ‘

~ What happens in {mall portions of man-

kind, muft take place in greater. The pro-

~ vinces -of the Roman empire, no doubt,

kept their balance with each other, and .
with Italy, independent of. the legiflature:

as much as the feveral counties of. Britain,.

or the feveral parifhes of-each county. ‘And

“any man who travels over Europe at this
day, may fee, by the prices of commodities,
* that money, in {pite of the abfurd jealoufy of

prinCeS and ftates, has brought it{elf nearly

.to a level; and that the diﬁ'erevnce‘betwcen
" one kingdom and another is not greater in’
this refpe@, than it is often between diffe-
LT R | - rent

. * Les interets d’Anglecerre mal-entenduss -~
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rent provinces.of the, fame kingdom. = Men:

naturally flock to capital’ cities, fea-ports,
and navigable rivers. There we find more
men, more induftry, more commodities, and’
confequently more money; but ftill the lat-

at leaft, muft'be acknowledged reafonable

and’ well:grounded.  Thefe " paffions’ have
occafioned innumerable barriers’ and' ob-
~ ftru&ions: upon commerce, where: we are’

‘accufed of being commonly the aggreffors.

~ter difference: holds propertion with: the” -
- former, and the levelis preférved. |
 Our jealoufy and our hatred of Franceare:
without bounds ; -and theformer fentiment;

But- what have we gained by the bargain?"

We loft the French market for our woollen’

manufactures, and transferred the commerce

all ale, and home-brewed liquors: But

- would we lay afide prejudice, it would not-
‘be difficult to prove, that nothing could be
~miore innocent, perhaps advantageous. Each'
new acre .of vineyard planted in France; in’
order to fupply England with ‘wine, would:
make it requifite for the French'to take the-

~ produce

“of wine to Spain and Portugal, where' we
“buy worfe liquor at a higher price. There’
.are few Englithmen who would 'not think"
their country abfolutely ruined, were French™ |
wines fold in England fo cheap and in' fuch” -
abundance as to fupplant, in fome" meafure;

e nriegas
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. producc of an Englith acre, fown in wheat

or bariey, in order to fubfift themfelves,

and itis evident, that we fhould thereby get

. command of the better commodity..

~ There aré¢ many edicts of the French

- " King, prohlbxtmg the planting of new vine-
~ yards, and ordering all thofe which are lately
planted to- be grubbed up: So fenfible are

-they, in that country,. of the fuperior value. -

of corn, above every other produ&.

, Marefchal Vauban complains often, and
“with reafon, of the abfurd duties which load
‘the entry of thofe wines of Languedoc,e
Gulenne, and other fouthern provinces, that
‘are imported into Britanny and Normandy.
.He entertained no doubt but thefe latter pro- .
vinces could preferve their balance, notw1th-— .
ﬁandmg the open commerce ‘which he re--

commends.' And it is evident, that a few

léagues more navxgatlon to England would
make no difference ;" or if it did, that'it muft.
‘operate alike on the commodmes of both
‘-kmgdoms. . ;
- 'There is- indeed one expedlent by whzch‘”
it is poffible to, fink, and another by which
we may raife, money beyond its natural

level in any kingdom'; but thefe cafes, when

- examined, will be found to refolve into our
- general theory, and to brmg add1tlonal au-

thority to it. =
I fcarcely know any method of ﬁnkmg

,money below its level, but tho{e mﬁxtut:on; -
| et

- advantages.

| ( 65 Y
of banks, funds, and paper—credxt, whxch

~are fo much practifed. in this- kingdom. . R

Thefe render paper equivalent to money,

. circulate it through the whole ftate, make.
it fupply the place of gold and filver, raife

propomonably the price of labour and com= .
~'modities, and by that-means either banifh a
. great part of thofe precious metals, or prevent

their farther increafe. What can' be more
thort-fighted than our reifonings on | this
head?  We fancv, becaufe an mdxvxdual
would be much richer, were his ftock of
money ‘doubled, . that the fame godd effe@t
would follow were the money .of every one
mcreafed not conﬁdermg, that this would

raife as much the price of every commodity, =
- and reduce every man, in time, to the fame
eondition-as before. It is only in our pub-

lic negotiations and tranfactions with fo-,
reigners, that a greater ftock of money is
advantageous, and as our paper is there ab-

 folately mﬁgmﬁcant ‘we feel, by its 'means,
“all the ill effects arifing from a great abun=

dance of money, Wxthout reapmg any of the

* Money, when increafing, gives: encnuragement
to induftry, during the interval between the increafe
of money and rife-of the prices. ‘A good. effe@ of
this nature may follow too from paper-credit ;. but it is
dangerous fo-.precipitate matters, at the rifk of Tofing
all by the failing of that credit, as. mu;c happen upon
any vxolent fhock in public affairs. -

e e Suppofe |
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~ The French have no banks :
. bills do- not there circuldte as with us:
ufury or lending on jntereft is not direétly
© - permitted 3 fo that many have large fums in
- their coffers: great quantities of plate are

&R

.- Suppoft that there are 12 millions of pd=
-__.per, which circulate in the kingdom as mo=
_*_ney, (for we are not to imagine, that all our

- enormous funds are employed in that fhape)

- and fuppofe the real cath of the kingdom to
-~ be 18 millions: here is a ftate which is
~ found by experience to-be able to: hold a

ftock 0f.3Q millions. 1 fay,ﬂ- if it be able to

. . hold it, it ‘muft of - neceflity have acquired it |
' in-gold and filver, had we not obftructed the

- ‘entrance of thefe metals by this new invens
- tion of paper.. - Whence would it have ac-
~ - quired that fum ? From all the kingdoms of
~~the world.  But: why ? ‘Becaufey if - you re«
‘move thefe 12 millions, “money-in this ftats -

is below its level, compared with our neigh-
bours ; ‘and we muft immediately draw from
all of them, till we be full and faturate, {fo

to {peak, and can hold no more. - By our
.. prefent politics, we are as careful to ftuff the

nation with this fine commé’dify,ofbank—’ '
~ bills and chequer-notes, as if we were. afraid
- of being overburthened with the precious

metals. . - \

It s not to be‘do’ﬁbfed,bht ‘the. great
‘plenty of bullion in France is, 'in a greaé_

méafure, bWing to the want of paper-,-cr,edit.'
merchants

 ufed

" this view, fomewhat unpolitic. :
~BRefore, the introducion of paper-money
'into our colonies, they had gold and filver
- fufficient for their circulation. Since the in~
 trodu@ion of - that commodity, the leaft in-"
~ conveniency that has followed is the total
banifhment of the precious metals. “And,

(&)

ufed in 'prii?atc houfes; ahdv all the churches: ~ * /
are full of it. By this means, provifionsand .

labour ftill - remdin cheaper among them,

~ than in nations that ar¢ not half o rich in -
gold and filver. ‘The advantages of this
" {fituation, in point of trade as well as in

reat public emergencies, are too evident to
be difputed. - Lo SRR

. The fame fathion a few years ago pre-
vailed in Genoa, which ftill has place in: -
‘England and Holland, of ufing fervices of -
-China-ware inftead of plate; but the fenate,

forefeeing the confequence,: prohibited the

~ ufe of that brittle commodity beyond’ a'cer-

tain extent; -while the ufe of filver-plate was

Jeft unlimited, And I fuppofe, in their late - o o
~ diftrefles, they felt the good effect of this -
- ordinance, Our tax on plate is, ‘perhaps, in -

0

after the abolition of paper, can it be doubted

- but money. will return, while th¢fe colonies
~poflefs: manufactures and commodities,” the -

On]y thing valuable in commerce, and'_’fo"g»

~ whofe fake-alone all men defire'money. =
 What pity Lycurgus did . not ‘think of
paper-credit, when he wanted to “banith -




gold and filver from Spartal It W:c;hld ﬁave :

gér_ved,;_h-is‘ pui"pofe‘,better‘ than the lumps of
iron he' made ufe of as.money; and would

_élfo Ahayﬁ;.pr‘evén‘t:d more effectually all com~ -
merce with flrangers, as Being of fo much.

lefs real and intrinfic value.-

. It muft, however, be confefled, that, as

-~ all thefe queftions of trade and money are
o _e.th.‘?mC]Y _complicated, there are certain
-ljghts, in which this fubje@ ma}}"be placed; :
o as to reprefent the advantages of apa,pe\r; :

credit and banks to be fuperior to their dif-

L édvqnt,aggs, ~ ‘That they banifh f{pecie and
+ , bullion from a, ftate is ,undoubtcdly" trué} X

and whoever looks no farther than this cir-

- }Cpm;ﬁa‘ncé_, does well to condemn them ; but
. {pecie and bullion” are not of fo' great confe- -

quence ‘as not to admit of a compenfation,

~and even an-overbalance from the increafe of
_:induflry and of credit, which “may bé proé
- moted by the right ufe of paper-money. It \

is well known of what advantage it is to a

‘merchant to be able to difcount his. bills

upon occafion ; and every thing that facili-

tates this {pecies of “traffic is favourable to
~ the general commerce of . a ftate. But prx— |
wvate bg;}kers aare enabled to give fuch ‘éfedit |
| ,by‘_ ‘c__he" credit they receive from the" de"po{-
fiting of money in.their thops ; and the bank
(,\.F,,Engla'nd in the fame x‘na'-nner,‘i from the
~liberty it has to iffue “its notes in -all pay-
- ments. ‘There was an inpvention of this

~kind,
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-kind, which was félldn' ‘upon Tfome years
- ago by the banks of Edinburgh ; and which,

fs it is one of the moft ingenidus ideas that

has been executed in commerce, has alfo
- been thought advantageous to Scotland.. - It
" is there called a bank-credit; and is of this

pature. A man goes to the bank and finds

furety to .the amount, we thall fuppofe;, of
" five thoufand pounds.. ~This.money, or any
~part of it, he has the liberty of drawing out -
 whenever he pleafes, and he pays only the

ordinary intereft for it, while it is in his

hands.  He may, when he pleafes, repay.

any fum fo_{mall as twenty pounds, and the
intereft is difcounted. from the very day of
the repayment. The advantages, refulting

 from this, contrivance, are manifold. .As a
~ man may find furety nearly to the amount
of his fubftance, and his bank-credit is equi-
walent to ready money, a merchant does

‘hereby, in a manner, coin his houfes, his
hou{hold furniture, the goods in -his ware-
houfe, the foreign debts due to him, his

~fhips at fea ; and can, upon occafion, employ -
 them in all payments, as if they wer¢ the

.current money of the country. If a man

~ borrow five thoufand pounds from a private
‘hand, befides that it is not always to be

.found when required, he pays intereft for it,

- .whether he be ufing it or not: his bank«

credit cofts him nothing except during the

- -yery momenty in which it is of fervice to

" him;
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him: ‘And this circumftance is of equal ad=
vantage as if he had borrowed money at

imuch lower intereft. Merchants, likewife,
from this. mventlon, acquire a great fac1hty>

in fupportmg each: other s credit, which is a

_corifiderable fecurity againft bankrupcxes A

man, when his own bank-credit is exhaufted,

- goes to any of his neighbours who is not in
the {fame condition; and he gets the money,
~which he replaces at his convenience.

After this practice had taken place, durin g
fome years, at Edinburgh, feveral companies

of merchants at Glafgow carried the matter
affociated . themfelves into
~different banks, and iflued notes {o-low as
“ten fhillings, which they ufed in all pay-
. ments for goods, manufactures, tradefmen s
labour of all kinds; and thefe notes, fromv
the eﬁabh{hed credit. of the companies, -
.paﬁ'ed as money in all payments throughout
‘the country. By this means, a ftock of five:
- thoufand pounds was able- to. perform the
- {ame operations as. if -it-were . fix or feven;
.and merchants were thereby enabled to trade -

to a greater extent, and to require lefs profit

farther. . They

in all their tranfactions, . But whatever other
advantages refult from- thefe inventions, - it

mutft ftill be allowed, that they banifh the‘

precious métals 3 and nothing cam be a more

 evident proof of it, than a comparlfon of the :

paft and prefent condition . of Scotland .in

’that partlcular. It was found, upon the re- "
' : o com"age,

!

>
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eoifiage made after the umon, that there wa§ .
 pear a million of fpecie in that country #

but: noththf’candmg the great ‘increafe of
‘riches,. commerce, and manufa&ures of all
kinds, it is thought; that, even ‘where there
is'no extraordinary drdin made by England

the currerit {pecie will‘fot now amount to a
third of that fum: S ;

~ But as our ptoje@s of papel credlt are al=

- moft the only: expedxent, by whxch we can

fink money below its level ; fo, in my opi=
nion, the’only, expedxent, by which we can
Ttaife money above it, is a praltice which we
fhould all exclaim agamﬁ as de{’crué‘clve,
“namely, the gathermg of large fums into a
‘public treafure,. locking them up, and ab-
- {olutely preventmg their c;uculatxon. The"
fluid, not commumcatmg with "the neigh-

“bouring element, may, by fuch an artifice,
~be raifed to what height we pleafe To -

~-prove this, we need only return to our firft
- fuppofition; of annihilating the half or any

part of our cafh ; where we found, that the
1mmed1ate confequence of fuch an -event

 would be the attraction of an equal fum from
Nor does :

all the nelghbourmg kingdoms.
‘there feem to be any neceflary bounds fet, by

the nature of thmgs, to. this praéhce of

hoardmg A {mall city, like Geneva, con-
‘tinuing this policy for ages, might ingrofs
nine-tenths of the money of Europe. ‘There
(eems, mdeed in the nature of man, an in-

vmc1ble
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- vincible obftacle to that immenfe growth of
‘riches. . A weak ftate, with an enormous
" freafure, will foon become a prey to fome of

its poorer, but more -p_ow,erful_ néighbours,

A ‘great ftate would diffipate its wealth in.
~ dangerous and ill-concerted. projects; and
probably deftroy, with it, what is much
“more valuable, the induftry, morals, and
- numbers of its peoples, The fluid, in this
* cafe, raifed to too great a height, burfts and
deftroys the veflel that contains it ; and mix-
ing itfelf with the {urrounding element, foon

falls to its-proper level. =

~ So little are we. 'commonyly'/acquainted
- with this principle, that, though all hifto-
rians agree in relating uniformly fo recent

an event, as the immenfe 'treafure amafled
by Harry VII. (which they make amount to

‘2,700,000 pounds,) we rather reject their,

concurring teftimony, than admit of a faé&,
which agrees fo ill with our inveterate pre-

- judices. It isindeed probable, that this fum
~ “might be three-fourths of all the money v~
 England. But where is the difficulty in con
- ceiving, that fuch a fum might be amafled
in twenty years, by a cunning, rapacious,
frugal, and almoft abfolute monarch? Nor
is it probable, that the diminution of cireu~

lating money was ever fenfibly felt by the |

" people, or ever did them any prejudice. The
“finking of the prices of all commodities.

_Wo'_uld _ immcdiately _replace it, by giving

- England

A o R e e S i
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) Eﬁ'glaﬁd’ the advantage in its commer‘cle ngh
the neighbouring kingdoms. -~ = 7 s

Have we not: an.inftance, in the ftnall

_republic of Athens with its allies, who, in-
about fifty years, between the Median'and -
Peloponnefian ‘wars, - amaflfed a . fum ot

“much- inferior to that of Harry VIL*? For

“all the Greek hiftorians 4 and. orators I

s

~ agree, that the Athgnians collected in the

citadel ‘more than: 10,000 talents, which

they afterwards diffipated to their own ruin,. -

in rath 'and imprudent ‘enterprizes. = But

when this money was fet a running, and:
‘began to communicate with the {urronnding.
“fluid; what was the confequence?: Did it
- remain in the ftate 2 No.. For we find, by
‘the memorable cenfis mentioned by Demof-
- . thenes || and Polybius §,. that, in about fifty
years afterwards, the whole value of: the re~

public, comprehending lands, houfes, com-.

modities, flaves, and .money, was lefs than

6ooo talents.

‘What.an ambitious high~{pirited people
‘was_this, to collect and keep in their treafury,
with a view  to. conquefls, a fum, which it
was every day in the power of "the citizens,

by a fingle vote, to diftribute among them=

) TR Svppedias,.

felves, and which would haye gone near to"
triple the-riches of every individual ! For -

[

-We

* There were about eight ‘sunces of filver in'a

pound fterling in Harry VIL’s time. = = - :
"+ Thucydides, lib. ii. and Diod. Sic, 1ib. xii.
4+ Vid., Z(chinis et Demofthenis Epitt. '

~ § Lib. ii. cap. 62,

s satonacian s o g e
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. in . their treafury.

(7)) .
we muft obferve, that the numbefts and pri=
vate riches of the Athenians are faid, by an=

~ cient writers, to have been no. greater at the
~ beginning of the Peloponnefian war, than at
‘the beginning of the Macedonian. '

- Money was little more plentiful in Greece
during the age of - Philip and Perfeus, than

in England during that of Harry VIL - yet.
_ thefe two monarchs in thirty years* col-
leced from the fmall kingdom of Macedon,
~ a larger treafure than that of the Englith’

monarch.. Paulus Amilius brought to Rome
about 1,700,000 pounds fterling ++. Pliny

fays, 2,400,000f. And that was but a
part of the Macedonian treafure. The reft
was diffipated by the refiftance and flight of

, Perfeus §. .

. We may learn from Stanian; that the
canton of Berne had 300,000 pounds lent

at intereft, and had above fix times.as much -
'Here then is a fum.
hoarded of 1,800,000 pounds fterling, which

is .at leaft quadruple what fhould- naturally

_circulate in fuch a petty ftate; and yet no
‘one, who travels in the Pais-de Vaux, or
any part: of that canton, obferves any want
of money more than could be fuppofed in a

‘country of that extent, foil, and fituation.. -

On the contrary, there are fcarce any inland

-provinces on the }co‘nt'i:'nent of Franqe’qr. Ger-
many, where the inhabitants are at this time

o ’ fo

“# Titi Livii, Iib. xlv. cap.go. 1 Lib. xxxiii.cap.3.
©§ Titi Livii, ibid.

+ Vel. Paterc. lib. i. cap. g

A e

( 725 )

fo opulent, though that canton has vaftly
increafed its treafure fince 1714, the time-
~when Stanian wrote his judicious account of

Switzerland. * Sl f
- The account given by Appian + of the

treafure. of the Ptolomies, is fo prodigious,.
that one cannot admit of it; and fo much

the lefs, becaufe the hiftorian fays, that the
other fuccéflors of Alexander were alfo fru-

. gal, ‘and had many of them treafures not.

much inferior. For this faving humour of
the neighbouring princes muft neceffarily

have checked the frugality of the Egyptian' .
monarchs, according to the foregoing theory.
‘The fum he mentions- is- 740,000 talents,

or 191,166,666 pounds 13 thillings and 4

~ pence, according to Dr. Arburthnot’s com-

putation.  And yet Appian fays, that he
extracted his account from the public re~

cords; and he was hixﬁ(elf a native of

Alexandria.

. From thefe prin‘ci‘ples we may. lca/rmwh'atv
. judgment we ought to form of thofe num-~

berle(s bars, obftruions, and impofts, which
all nations of Europe, and none more than

England, have put upon trade; from an ex-

orbitant defire of amaffing money, which

‘never will heap up beyond its level, while it
7 K2 . circulates; °

' % The poverty which Stanian fpeaks of is only to be’.

feen in the moft mountainous cantons, where there is
no commodity to bring money: and even there the

- people are not poorer than in the diocefe-of Saltfburgh

on the one hand, or Savoy on the other,
1 Proem. S :

e et e o2
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¢irculates ; or from an ill-gréunded appre=

‘henfion of  lofing their {pecie, which never,

‘will fink below it. - Could any thing fcatter
pur riches, it would be fuch unpolitic' con-

trivances. But this general ill effe&; how-

~ ever, refults from them, that they deprive

‘neighbouring nations of that free communi-

cation and exchange which the aathor of the
‘world has intended, by giving them foilsy

climates and géniufes,‘ fo different from each -

other. = ~

Our modern politics embrace the only me~

| ‘thod of banithing money, the ufing of paper-.

credit; they rejet the only method of
amaffing it, the practice ‘of hoarding; and

~ they -adopt a hundred contrivances, which- -

ferve to no purpofe. but to check induftry,

and rob. ourfelves and our neighbours of the

common benefits of art and nature.

*All taxes, however, upon foreign com=
modities, are not to be regarded as prejudi- -
cial or ufelefs, but thofe only which are
founded on the jealoufy above-mentioned..

A tax on German linen encourages home

manufatures, and thereby multiplies: our
people and induftry. A tax on brandy en~’

creafes the fale of rum, and fupports our
fouthern colonies. And as it is neceflaty,’
that impofts thould be levied, for the fup-

~ port of government, it may be thought more

~_convenient to lay thein on foreign commodi-
- ties, which can eafily be intercepted at the
‘porty and fubje@ed to, the impoft. We
- [ S ' - ought

7))y
ought, however, always to remember the
maxim of Dr. Swift, that, in the arithmetic™
of the cuftoms, two and two make not-four, .

but often make only one. It can fcarcely

be doubted, but if the duties on wine were. .

. lowered to a third, they would yield much

more-to the government than at ‘prefent: |
our people might thereby afford to -drink

* commonly a better and more. wholefome li-
quor ; and no prejudice ‘would enfue to the -

balance of trade, of which we are fo jealous.
The manufacture of ale beyond the agricul-
culture is but inconfiderable, and gives em-~

~ ployment to few hands. The tranfport of .

wine and corn would not be much inferior.
But are there not frequent inftances, you

‘will fay, of ftates and kingdoms, which were

formerly rich and opulent, and are mow poor
and beggarly ? Has not the money left them,
with which they formerly abounded ? I an-
{wer, if they lofe their trade, induftry, and
people, they cannot expett to keep their gold
and filver: for thefe precious metals will hold
proportion to the former.advantages. When
Lifbon and Amfterdam-got the Eaft-India
trade from Venice and Genoa, they alfo got
the profits and money which, arofe from it.

~Where the feat of goyernmeﬁt is transferred,’

where expenfive armies are maintained at a
diftance,  where great funds are. pofiefled by
foreigners ; there ‘naturally follows from
thefe caufes a diminution of the {pecie. But

thefe, we may obferve, arc violent and for-

. cible -
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¢ible methods of carrying- away money, and
_are in . time commonly attended with the
tranfport of people and “induftry. But
| where thefe ‘remgiﬁ, ‘and the drain is not
~ continued,  the money always finds its way

~back again, by a hundred canals, of which -
-we have no notion-or fufpicion. What im~

" menfe treafures have been fpent, by fo many
nations,. in Flanders, fince the revolution, in
~the courfe of  three long wars ?. More money

Pcrhaps than the half of ‘what is a‘t'prefenvtA j
- in Europe.  But what has now become of

it 2. Is it in the narrow compafs of the Au-
ftrian provinces ? No, furcly : it has moft of
it returned to the feveral countries whence

" it came, and has followed that art and in~
‘duftry, by which at firft it was acquired:

For above a thoufand years, the money of
Europe has been flowing to Rome, by an open
- and fenfible current ; but it has been emptied
by miany, fecret and infenfible canals: and

_ the want of induftry and commerce renders
_at prefent the papal dominions the pooreft

territory in all Italy. . -
In fhort, a government has great reafon

to preferve with care its people and its ma-
n‘ufaé’curcw:s. Its money, it may fafely truft
to the courfe of human affairs, without fear

‘or jealoufy.  Or if it ever give attention to
| this latter circumftance, it ought only to be
- {o far as it affeCts the former. SR
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Essay

79
On the Jearousyof TRADE

" Y AVING endeavoured to remove one

| fpecies of ill-founded jealoufy, which
is fo prevalent among commercial nations, it
may not be amifs to mention another, which
feems equally groundlefs. Nothing is.more

ufual, among ftates which bhave  made {fome

ddvances in commerce, than to look on the
progrefs of their neighbours with a {ufpicious’
eye, to confider all trading ftates. as their’

* rivals, and to fuppofe that it is impoflible

for any of them to flourifh, but at their ex-
pence. In oppofition to this narrow and
malignant opinion,. I will venture-to affert,

that the increafe of riches and commerce in-

any one nation, inftead of hurting, com-
monly promote the riches and commerce of
all its neighbours; ‘and that a ftate can,
fcarcely carry its trade and induftry very
far, where all the furrounding flates are

~ buried in .ignorance, floth, and barbari{fm. .
- Tt is obvious, that the domeftic induftry

of a people cannot be hurt by the greateft
proi})‘erity_of their neighbours; andas this

‘branch of commerce is undoubtedly the moft - |
~ important.in any extenfive kingdom, we are
- Yo far removed from all reafon of jealoufy.
"~ ButT go farther, and obferve, that where

. an
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‘an open communication is preferved among
nations, it is impoffible but the domeftic

| R O
| gréat number of commodities até raifed and
perfected for the home-market, there will -

T T T SR AT

; ﬁ induftry of every one muft receive an increafe ?W’W? b? Efp@pd fothe whi chcan be exported A'
Al from the improvements of the others. Com=-  § with advantage. Butif our neighbouts have
Al pare the fituation of Great Britain, at pre- no art or cultivation, \thzeY_ cannot takethem, |
b fent, with what it was two centuries ago.  becaufe they W%ll_h?}}’?_n'OFh{ng,. to give in
i - All the arts, both of agriculture and manu~ ’ »C:XC_I}‘ang,e-,, }nth‘lﬁfﬁfg.‘?&zx ﬁat'es; arcmthe
: '$ faGtures, were then extremely rude and im- famé condition as.\“?fl‘v.‘?“.a}s'. A ﬁngle man
4 B perfect. Every improvement, which we have can fcarcely ~-b¢'mﬁi\‘.’.ﬁ“°9.s’.. :W}fefef_"lllv]; ‘his
A fince made, has arifen from our imitation of - fellow-citizens are'idle. The riches of the
| - foreigners ; and we ought fo far to efteem jt. [ feveral members of a community contribute -
i happy, that they had previoufly made ad- |  to encreafe my r‘i‘ches, _Whggeve_;:: profeffion
. - vances in arts and ingenuity: - But this in- -1 I may f_pﬂpw. Th_ey .confqu: the producc B
At tercourfe is ftill upheld to our great advan~ ] Pfl my IHQUﬁfys ?ﬂd 'f‘fﬁ?f d me the ‘pr"oduice-
- tage : notwithftanding the advanced ftate of of .t‘?‘.c}"s_m return. - N S
; - ‘our manufactures, we daily adopt, in every 1 : Nor needs any ftate entertain ~,?PP-\re}}en“‘_~
A art, the inventions and improvements of our '-ﬁOUS’ that 7th‘3}i’?’}elghb0u" § Wlu Impr ove to
8 * neighbours. The commodity is firft' im= [~ fuch a degree in cvery art and manufacture,
il ~ ported from abroad, to our great difcontent, [k - aS‘tO_jh_,aY? 9.".‘}‘3@’31_“‘1 from them. }-}Tatur‘e,_a;-
Ein - while we imdgine that it drains us of our 3 ,, bY giving-a dl‘{efﬁi}', of g?m};fes,* cllmgtcs,,
i - money: afterwards, the art itfelf- is gradu- jp and f‘?lls_? to, .d_l‘&'gren.t nations, bas-‘{ecured’
e - ally imported; to our vifible advantage: yet i -‘b?“,‘?‘,u‘tu&l‘ ,1;)t€§c01}rfxa' and commerce, as
. we continue ftill to repine, that our neigh~ “long as they all remain induftrious and civi-

4

? - N N L 1 -‘A_‘.

- bours fhould poffefs any art, induftry, and . I’Z,f?d- ,Nay;, th?;‘1‘191,'@1’1‘1?3_.%”87Cﬂvc‘fﬁai_{smh‘
invention; forgetting that, had they not firft any fate, the .mo,r?.wxll beklt‘s_de‘gnand§ fom

" inftructed us, we fhould have been, at pre-~- b its induftrious neighbours. . 'The inhabitants,
fent, barbarians; and did they not ftill con~ having become opulent and fkilful, defire to
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tinue their inftru@ions; the arts muft fall

into a ftate of languor, -and lofe that emula-

tion and novelty, ,which _contribute fo much:
to their.advancement. -

- The enéreafe;offddm‘eﬁiéi'ind:ﬁf{ry lays _th'e‘», |
- foundation of foreign commerce. - Where a -
o N great -

-

have every commodity in the utmoft perfecs

“tion; and ds they have plenty of commodi~

ties t0.give in exchange, they make large
importations. from every foreign country.
The .induftry of the nations, from whom

~. they import, receives encouragement: theie

e oWl
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own is-alfo increafed, by the fale. of the i be in danger of Wantlng employment. The: _
conﬁumto‘(:’x}:;etslzvl:il;t’ilgz}’hgalsvz nl;l {ij;?ea?:gjn , ‘emulation among rival’ natlon; {erves rather

- i to kee mdu{’cry alive in: all of them: And
lmnq%llt]}gléf]ug? alifI té]f: Vr"lgf:nf}?e ri‘ﬁ:‘e‘gif:fg;y cl)i, ; ' . any pe%ple is happier who poflefs a variety of
their neighbours in that manufaé’ture bc a : 'manufa&ures, than if they enjoyedone ﬁngle
Tofs to t%lem? I anfwer. that ‘when any reat manufac”ture, in which they are all

e, ST
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commodlty is denominated . the ftaple of a §  cmployed. Their fituation is lefs precari- ‘
" kin dom, it is ‘fuppofed that this kingdom | ous; and they will feel,- lefs fenfibly, thofe
' - h g{ % uli p P d al d g f revolutxons and uncertainties, to Wthh evér
s fome pesr b e g | L ot T
;J ' ﬁandmg thefe advantages, they lofe fuch a be exp ofed.

The only commercnal ﬂate, that ought to

manufactory, they ought to blame their own’ dread the ] iimprovements and induftry of theit g

-idlenefs, or bad . government, not the in-

e arre

U it diminifh, ought the confequence to. be -

1 D - B neighbours, is {uch a one as the Dutch, who,

%. _ - duftry of their neighbours. It ought alfo. . enjzymg no extent of land, nor poffefling any
et be confidered; that, by the increafe of . number of native commodities, flourith onl, ‘
flt}llduﬂry among the nexghbourlng natxons, - by their being. the brokers, and fa&ors, an i
5| S the confumption of every particular” {pecies. \ ‘carriers of others. Such a people may natu-

g X of commodity is al{o encreafed ; and though ~ § rally apprehend, that, as foon as the neigh-
 foreign .manufactures’ interfere with us in . | bouring ftates come to know and putfue their
o the market, the demand for our product may. | intereft, they will take into their own hands‘

B © . ftill continue, or even encreafe. “And fhould B the management of their affairs, and deprive

R ) h they for-
i . efteemed fo fatal ? If the fpirit of induftry be . ;}iggyb:;l;e;g ?fo;}llﬁ..})r}%fitt tl‘ﬁ) %}‘gh t“*}i‘l‘?’c;’; T
g ~ preferved, it may eafily be diverted from one - . % fequence may naturally be dreaded, it is very
i - branch to another; and the manufacturers of K long before it takes placc . and by art and
- wool, for inftance, be employed in linen, . mduf’cry it may be warded off for many ge-
: .ﬁlk, iron, or any other commodities, for nerations, if not wholly eluded. The ad-
which thefe appears 1o be a_demand. . We g vantage of fuperior ftocks and correfpond-
, need not apprehend that all the ob_]e&s of | ence is {o great, that it is not’eafily over-
il = induftry will-be exhaufted, or that our ma- | come; and as all the tranfaéhons encreafe.
%E .nufa&urers, while they remain on an equal | by the encreafe of induftryin the neighbour-~
i . footing thh thofe of our nexghbours, wil. g Vmg flates, even 2 people whofe commerce
0 L ;be | Lz - flands
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‘I,i?‘ ftands on this’ precanous baﬁs, may at ﬁrﬂ;_ N IR
i reap.a confiderable profit from the flourith- [ E S S A_ Y III

ing condition of their neighbours.. The
Dutch, having mortgaged all their revenues,
‘make not fuch a ﬁgure in pohtlca:l tranfag-.,, j , | L
;1ons as formerly, but thClI’ ~commerce is - | :
ey aet b b | Tt st et e
the laﬁ century, when they were reekoned ' P g y 2

- among the great E)owers of Europe‘.
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On the BALANCE of POWER.-».

modern policy, or whether the phrafe only

3l ‘ ' : hefe later ages P It is
i Were our narrow and malignant polit | has been invented in 8
Al to meet with fuccels. we fhoulgdl xetdgcel ;Cﬁ B certain, that Xenophon,* in his Inftitution
H ‘out nelghbourm na’txons to the fame ftate [ of Cyrus, reprefents the combination of the, :
3 - . of floth and ign 8 that 3 M | Afiatic powers to have arifen from a jealoufy
i ‘ gnorance that prevails in Mo~ | of the encreafing force of.the Medes and
& 51 Toees and the coaft of Barbary - But what B | Perfians; and though that elegant compo-—
E % . moullg Ezr;hr;:;:;isque&iep c:)rulizy tc:kugd fend I fition {hc;uld be fuppofed altogether romance, o
B | f domz ﬁ‘ 4 nene /g - this fentiment, afcrlbed by the author to the
i - from us: our domeftic commerce itfelf would | caftern Princes, is at leaft a proof of the preo
0 languxfh for want of emulation, example, and B ‘R ’ P '
i inftruttion : and we ourfelves fhould ft | vailing notion of ancient times. '
1 £, 11 he £ oon, . | Inall the polmcs of Greece, the. anxxety,
: 1 all into the fame ab) ot condmon, to which 3 with regard to the balance of power, is ap-{
Bl we had reduced them., I fhall therefore -~ g 8 P :
A v o acl led h . 3 paxent, and is exprefsly pointed out to us,
i ~venture to acknowledge, that, not only as a 'R even by the ancient hiftorians Thucydides
i man, . but as a Britith {ubje&, I pray for the i y : J
Ll )¢ pray B reprefents the Ieague, which  was formed
- . ?oumﬂnng comg)erce Off gerxliany, Sfialn, B againft Athens, and which produced the Pe-
- Italy, andeven France itfe am at leaft ?
: , ; to thi
o certam, that Great- Brltam, and all thofe e B ‘,lorl: ;’gnﬁga‘? Xild’ a?:e;r;thlged)ef d‘: r‘;vél;‘% A(t)hzn:
_natxons, would ﬁoun(h more, did. thelr fo- i \P;rhen Pthe Thebans and Lacedemonians dlf-'
Z;gugs: andl mlmfcers adopt ﬁmh enlarged ’ ' puted for. fove1e1gnty, we find, that the
bth er Heve eut enuments towards each | Athenians (as well as many other republics)- '
- P B always threw themfelves into the hghter'
fgale, and endeavoured to preferve the ba-

| R ke N | _ _ - . lance.
: N I S I;SSAY ' o _a.e;Lib,fg. , ‘ T.le.l,
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They fupported Thcbes agamﬁ:

Tance.

Sparta, till the great victory gained by Epa-w
minondas at Leuétra ; after which they im-

‘mediately went over to the conquered, from

' geneloﬁty, as they. pretended but, in reah-'

ty; from their jealoufy of the conguerors.*

Whoevet will read Demoﬁhenes s oration.

for the Megalopolitans, may fee the utmoﬂ:

refinements on this pmmple, .that ever en-
tered into the head of a Venetian or Englith
fpeculatit. And upon the firft rife of the
‘Macedonian power, this orator immediately
difcovered the danger, founded the alarm .
through all Greece, and at laft aflembled that

confedefacy under the banners of ‘Athens,

- which fought the great and | decxﬁve battle:

of Chaeronea. .

It is true, the Grecran wars are regarded'

by hiftorians as wars of emulation rather

than of POhthS ; and each ftate feems to have |
had more in view the honour of leading the.
well- grounded hopes of ELLE

reft, than any
thority and dominion. If we confider, in-
‘deed, the fmall number of 1nhab1tants in any

one republic, compared to the whole, the

great difficulty of forming fieges in thofe

- times, and the extraordinary bravery and
~ difcipline of every freeman among that noble
people ; we fhall conclude, that the balance -
of power was, of itfelf, fuﬁtment]y fecured
and needed not to have been
: 0uarded with that caution Wthh may be re-

in ‘Greece,

‘quifite
* Xenoph Hlf’c Graec lib. vi. &vm =

(87)

urﬁte in other - -ages. But whether wé

' afcrxbe the fh1ft1ng of fides in all the Grecian :

‘republics, to jea/am emulation, or cautious
politics, the effe@s were. alike, and every

-prevailing power was fure to meet with a
.confederacy againft it, and- that often com~

pofed of its. former friends and allies, -
The fame principle, call it envy or pru-

"dence, which produced the Offraciym of

Athens, and Pezalifin of Syracufe, and ex-

‘pelled. every citizen whofe fame or power
. overtopped’ the reft;
{ay, naturally dxfeovered itfelf in foreign po-

" the fame prmmple, I

litics, -and foon raifed enemies to the leading
ftate, however moderate in the. exercxfe of
its authority. R

" The Perfian monarch was really, in. his

'force, a petty prince, compared to the Gre-
- cian. repubhcs, and therefore it behoved

him, from views of fafety more than from
emulation, to intereft himfelf in their quar-
rels, and to fupport the weaker fide in every
conteft. This was the advice glven by Al- -

cnbxedes to Tlﬁaphernes,* and it prolonged -

near a century the date of the Perfian em-
plre, till the - neg]e& of -it for a moment,

~after the firft appearance of the afpiring ge-

nius of Philip, brought that lofty and frail =

_edifice to the “ground, with a rapidity of
 which there are few mftances in the htﬁory

of mankind.

The fucceﬁore:of Alexander fhowed great'
S ‘ Jealoufy

BN

* Thucyd hb viii,
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| j‘eé,loufy of the balance of power; a jealbufié

" founded' on true politics and prudence, and -

 which preferved diftiné for feveral ages the
" partitions made afterthe death of that fa-
- mous conqueror. ~ The fortune and ambi-
tion of Antigonus * threatened them anew

with an univerfal monarchy ; but their coms .
bination, and their vicory at Ipfus, faved

them. -And in after times, we find, that,

“as the eaftern Princes confidered the Greeks

and Macedonians' as the only real military
force, with whom they had any intercourfe,
~they kept always a watchful eye over that
part of the world. The Ptolmics, in parti-

cular, fupported firft Aratus and the Acha~

“eans, and then Cleomenes King of Sparta,
from no other view than as a ‘counterbalance
~ to the Macedontan monarchs. For this is

' the account which Polybius gives of the

Egyptian politics.f =~ '«

" The reafon, why it is fuppofed, that the
ancients were entirely ignorant of the balance
. of power, feems to be drawn from the Ro-

" man hiftory more than the Grecian 5 and as:

‘the tranfadions of the former are generally
the moft familiar to us, we have thence

formed all our conclufions. It muft be
‘owned, that the Romans never met with any

{fuch geni'erxal' Combination or lcoﬁﬁfede’i‘aﬁcy
- againft them, as might naturally have been
- expected from their rapid conqueft- and de-

: 'clare‘d ‘ambition; but were. allowed peace-
DT ~ably

~ * Diod. Sic. lib. xx. 4§ Lib. iis cap. 515

':ahlyiﬂ-t'o,:fubdug: their _néighbquré,;. ,
another, till they extended their dominion
~ over the whole known world. . Not to' men-

(%)

tion the fabulous hiftory of their Italic wars;

there was, upon Hannibal’s invafion: of the -

Roman ftate, a temarkable crifis, which

ought to have called up - the attention of all -
civilized ‘nations. It ,appeare‘d,qayft’er.war,d.s* ~
(nor was it difficult to be .obferved at the

time)4 that this was a conteft for univerfal

“empire ;. and yet no prince or flate feems to

have been in the leaft alarmed about the event

“or iffue of the quarrel. ~ Philip of Macedon
remained neuter; till he faw the victories

of Hannibal ; and then moft "ijmprude_ntly.

formed an alliance with the conqueror, upon'
terms ftill more imprudent. He ftipulated,
that he was to affift the Carthaginian ftate in -
‘their conqueft of Italy; after which ‘they
-engaged to fend over forces into Greece, to
affift him in fubduing the Grecian common-

wealthsf. 0 o ,
" The Rhodian and Achaen republics are’

much celebrated by antienthiftorians for their
~wifdom and found policy ; yet both of them
‘affifted the Romans in their “wars againft
~ Philip and’ Antiochus. - And-what may be

-efteemed Atill a ftron ger | proof, that this

BRI

- maxim

-r Tt was ‘oh(éfi.?ed"b')f fdr.n.e,“ »é:s .,appear's by‘ﬂﬁe’ '{'péégh" '
" of Agelaus of Naupactum, in the generalgongre(s of
. Greece. = Sée Polyb. lib, v. cap. 104 .

1 Tidd Livii, hips xxiii.'cap. 334
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#haxim ‘was not. generally known in thofe
ages ; no ancient author has remarked the

imprudence -of thefe meafures, nor has even

blamed that abfurd treaty above-mentioned

made ' by Philip with the Carthaginians.

Princes and ftatefmen, in all ages, may . be<:

fore-hand; be blinded “in. their" reafonings
with regard -to'events : But it is fomewhat

fe;fctraordiria}ry,'} that hiftorians, afterwards,
thould not form a founder judgment. of
‘them:." .~ DU -

£ Maﬁihiﬁ'a,‘At‘talhs,- Prufias, in gratify’ing

their private. paflions, were, all of them,

the -inftruments of the Roman greatnefs ;
and never feem to have fufpected, that they -

were forging their.own chains, while ‘they |

“advanced the conquefts of, their ally. A
fimple treaty and agreement between Maf- -

finifla and the Carthaginians, fo much re-

- ‘quired by mutual intereft, barred the Ro-
‘mans from all entrance into Africa, and pre-

~ ferved liberty to mankind.

The only Prince we meet with in the Ro-

man hiftery, who feems to have underftood

~the balance of power, is Hiero King of Sy-

racufe. ‘Though the ally of Rome, he fent

“affiftance to the Carthaginians, during the

war of the auxiliaries; ¢ Efteeming it re-

- quifite,” fays Polybius+, ¢ both in order to

<< retain his dominionsin Sicily, and to pre- -

- ¢¢ ferve the Roman friendthip, that Carthage -
o S T e fhould

B Lib. i cap. ‘83;9,

- thern conquerors,

(9t )
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¢ or oppofition, to execute every purpofe and.-
- ¢ undertaking.  And here he acted with
s¢ great wifdom and prudence. ~For that is,

\e

¢¢ .never, onany account, to be overlooked ;
s¢. nor-ought fuch aforce ever to’be thrown

- ¢ into one hand, as to incapacitate the neigh- ‘
* «¢ bouring ftates from defending their rights
¢ againft it Here is the aim of modern

politics pointed out in exprefs terms. .

" In thort, the maxim of preferving _t'hye‘ |
balance ;of - power is founded fo much on"

common fenfe and obvious reafoning, that

it is impoffible it could altogether have e-
fcaped antiquity, where we find, in other
particulars, fo many marks of deep penetra-

tion and difcernment, Ifit was not o gene-

rally known and acknowledged as at prefent, .
it had, at leaft, an influence on all. the wifer

and * more experienced Princes and ‘poli=
ticians. And indeed, “even at prefent, how-

ever generally known and ack_novyledged '
‘among {peculative reafoners, it has not, 1n
- pradice,  an authority much more. extenfive

among thofe who govern the world.

' After the fall of the Roman: empire, »_the ;
form of government, eftablifhed by the nor-
1l incapacitated them, in a

. great “mealure, f‘c’)r_fa'r_.thér conquefls, and
- Tong maintained each flate in its proper
EEEETT M2 boun-

X It = x&. & 3

¢ fhould be fafe ; ‘lef’c_by‘itﬂs fall the remain~ |
¢¢_ing power thould be able, without contraft
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‘boundaties. But when vaffalage and the feu=

dal militia were abolithed, mankind weré

.anew alafmed - by the  danger of univerfal

ménarchy, from the union of fo many king- -
doms ‘and principalities in the perfon of thé
Emperor CGharles. -But the  power " of  the
houfe of Auftria, founded on extenfivg but

. divided dominions, and their riches, derived
~ chiefly from’'mines of gold and filver, were
mioré likely to - decay, of themfelves, from
internal defecs, than to-overthrow ‘all the
‘bulwarks raifed againft them. In lefs than

_a century, the' force of that violent and -

haughty race was fhattered, their opulence
diffipated; their fplendor eclipfed. A new
power fucceeded, more formidable to the

liberties of ‘Europe, pofleffing all the ad~ -

“vantages of the former, and labouring undeér

none of its defets ; except a thare of that
- {pirit of bigotry and perfecution, with. which

‘the houfe of Auftria was fo long, and flill
is fo much infatuated. - R

In the general wars; maintained againft this.

“ambiti’oﬁs'ipdwer, Britain has ﬁ'ood foremotft;
and fhe ftill maintains her flation.” Befide
“her advantages of -siches and fituation, ‘her

people ‘are animated with fuch a national

-~ {pirit, and are fo fully fenfible of the bleffings -

of their government, that we may hope- their
-vigour never will languith in fo neceflary
-and: {0 juft a caufe. :On the contrary, if we

may- judge by the paft;- their pa‘fﬁqna'té ar=

. / “dour

obftinacy and ‘paffion.

- forty—elght.

“ In the fecond

Cos )

dour feems rather to require fome modera=

‘tion ; and they have oftener erred from a
Jaudable excefs than from a bleameable de~

ficiency.

"~ In the ﬁr{’c}' p’lai;e',‘- We"}‘fe‘eiﬁ st;'o ‘};x\m}e ‘been | ,
more pofleffed with the ancient Greek fpirit -

of jealous emulation, than actuated by the
prudent views of modern- politics. - Our

wars with France have been begun ‘with
juftice, and even, perhaps, from necefflity; -

but have always been too far pufhed from

which was afterwards made at Ryfwick in
‘1697, was offered fo early as the year ninety-
two; that concluded at Utrecht in 1712
‘might have been finifhed on as good condi-
‘tions at Gertruytenberg in the year cight;

‘and we might have given at Frankfort, in
1723, .the fame terms, ‘which we were glad

'to accept of at Aix-]a-‘-ChapeHe in the year

half of our wars with France, ‘and all our
‘public debts, are owing more to our own

imprudent vehemence, than to the ambition’
-"of our neighbours.

| ond place, we are fo declared in

. our oppofition to. French power, and fo-
“alert in defence of our allies, that they al-

ways reckon upon our force as upon their
own ; and expecting .to carry on war at our

. expence, refufe all reafonable terms of ac-

‘commodation.  Habent fubjeclos,” tanquam

.. The fame peace,

Here, then, we fee, that above

/ims ,
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fuoss viles, -ut alienos. . All the -world
‘knows, that the factious vote of the Houfe
of Commions, ,in the beginning of the laft
Parliament, with the profefled humour of

“the pation, made the Queen. of Hurigary in~

flexible in her- terms, “and prevented that
agreement with Pruffia, which would im-

mediately have reftored the general tranqui-

~ lity of Europe. -

AN L

3

Tn the third place, we are fuch trué comin

{

‘batants, that, when once engaged, we lofe

all concern for ourfelves and our pofterity,
‘and confider only how we may beft annoy

the enemy. = To mortgage our revenues at fo.
- deep a rate, in wars, where we were orly ac~

“ceflories,  was furely the moft fatal delufion,
thata nation, which had any pretenfion to po-

“litics or prudence, has ever yet been guilty of.
"That remedy of funding, f it be a remedy,
“and not rather a poifon, ought, in 2ll reafon,

‘to be referved to the laft extremity ; and no

“evil, but the greateft and moft ufgent, thould -
- ever induce us to embrace fo dangerous. an
expedient. . - .
" Thefe excefles, to- which we . have been R
carried, are prejudicial ; ‘and' may, ‘perhaps,
~in time, become ftill more prejudicial ‘ano-
_ther way, by begetting, as is ufual, the op-
pofite extreme, and rendering us totally care- ’
lefs and fupine with regard to the fate of . -
‘Europe.  The Athenians, from the moft .
buftling,intriguing, warlike people of Greece,
| T T finding

o

A
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ﬁh-din-g’ their ei'x"'or “in . thrufting themfelves |

into every quarrel, abandoned all' attention

1o foreign affaits; and in no conteft ever
~ took part on either fide, except by their flat-

- teries and complaifance to the victor. = -
- Enormous monatchies are, - probably, .de=

{truéive to human ‘nature; in their progrefs,

in their continuance, * and even -in -their

downfal, which never can- be" very diftant

from their eftablifbment. ~ The military ge-

nius, which aggrandized the monarchy, foon

leaves the court, the capital, and the-center
~of fuch a government ; while the wars are
" carried on ata great diftance; and intereft fo

fmall a part'of the ftate.’ The antient nobi-
lity, whofe affections: attach.them to. their
Sovereign, live all at court; and never will

‘accept of - military employments, which

would carry them “to:remote and barbarous
frontiers, ‘where they -are diftant both from
their pleafures and their fortune. - 'The arms

_ of the ftate, muft, therefcre, be entrufted to

mercenary ftrangers, without zeal, without
attachment, without honour ; ready on every
occafion to turn them againft the prince, and

~_join each’ defperate malcontent, who offers

pay and plunder. = This is the neceflary pro-
‘grefs of human affairs i thus human nature:

: ‘checks_' ~

# 1f the Roman empire was of advantage, it could

only proceed from this, that mankind were geﬁerally in
a very diforderly, uncivilized condition, before its cfta-
plifhment, . : A R
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| checks itfelf in its airy elevations : thus any-

bition - blindly labours for the deftrution of

- the conqueror, of. his famlly, and of every
thing near and dear to him. - The Bourbons,
trufting to the fupport of their brave, faith=

~ ful, and affeGionate’ nobility, would puth

their advantage, without referve or limita-
tion.

.an the- garnfons of - Hungary or “Lithuania,
forgot at court, and facrificed to the intrigues
-of every minion or miftrefs, who approaches
.the Prince. .The troops are filled with- Cra-
.vates -and Tartars, Huffars and Coﬁ'acks, in-
- termingled, perhaps,. with a few foldiers of

~fortune from the better provinces and the

-melancholy fate of .the Roman emperors,

from the fame -caufe, is renewed .over and
- over again, ’till the ﬁnal dliTolutlon of the
s monarchy | ~ | , -
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‘Thefe, while fired with glory.and
emulatlon, can bear the fatigues and, dangers |
.of war ; but never would fubmit to languith

" New BOOKS printed for Jouy STOCKDALE, ‘
‘Oppofite Burlmoton—[-loufe, Piccadilly =

A NARRATIVE of the- INSURRECTION
‘ - . Which happened in the
 ZEMEEDARY of BANARES
‘ ~Inthe Month of Auguf’c, 1781, -

" And of the TRA‘\TSACTIONS in,that DISTRICT 3

VWlth an APPENDIX of Authentic. Papers and Aﬂidaylts’.

By WARREN HASTINGS Efq.

ARTICLES of CHARGE of HIGH LRIMES and
MISDEMEANORS againft W arrEN HasTings; - Efg.

prefented to the - Houfe . “of Commons, by. the Right, Hon.

_I;’_rlce '

EDMUND BURKE Inone large Volume, O&avo
7s. in"Boards. :

The DEFENCE of WARREN HASTING s Ef .
(late Governor General of Bengal) at the Bar of the H()ufc

of Commons, “upon: ‘the ‘Matter” of the feveral Charges of .
High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented agam{f’ him i gn ‘

the Year 1786., Inone Volume, O&avo
Boards

: MINUTES of the EVIDENCE before ‘the Houfe of

" Price 5s.

- Commons relative tothe Chardcs bloutrht avami’c WaAR-

REN HasTings, Efq. In one: Volume, Price 5s. in Boards,

““The'DEBATE on the¢ ROHILLA WAR, in the
Houfe of . Commons, the 1ft and 2d of June, 1786 Price

s, 6dU

The DEBAT on the CHARGE relative to Mr.

HASTINGS s Condu& to CHEYT SiNG, at Benares, in the
‘Houfe of . Commons, on the 13th of June, 1786. Price Is.

The DEBATE in the HOUSE .of COMMONS,

- June 25th 1786, on-the Eaft India Relief Bill; ‘in Whlch
is included” the‘Hlﬁory of the Diamond dehvered to Loxd

Sydney by Major John Scott. Price 1s,

‘The, zbove: fix Artlcles, with two other Tra&s, may be
hadm two laxce Volumes, boards Prlce xi 28

S rHE
PRESENT STATE OF THE EAST INDIES
By W ARREN: HASTIN(JS Efq,,
~ 7 Late’ Governor ‘General of Bengal
Wlth NOTES by . the EDITOR
S (Prxce only 2s) R
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New Bobks publifped by JoHN STOCKDALE, Piccadilly

The LETTF RS of an: ENGL[bHMAN, imwhich the
~ PRINCIPLES and CONDUCT “of the ROCK-
\INGHAM PAR'IY when in ‘Adminiftration, and

Oppohnon are fteely, and Impartlally dxfplaycd

© " Price “2s.

“The DEBATES’bf the. LORDS and CO'\/I'\/IO\TS
during the Third Seffion ‘of the Slxteenth Parlianiént of
- Great-Britain. ~ Elegantly printed in three Volumes O&a-
vo. - Price.1l. 1s.. H"tlf bound and lettered.

Alfo the Debates of ‘the }*uf’c and Second Seﬂion, thlee
' Volumcs ¢ach Set. - Price 1l.

And the Debates of the Laf’c Scﬁion of ‘the’ hte Parlxa-
ment, in fix- Volumss: O&avo “Price -1l 'i1s. 6d half—
bound and lettered.

'---HIbTORY of SANDP ORD and MERTON
A ‘Work .intended for the ‘Ufe of. Children, Ern-
bclllﬂled with beautiful Flontlfpleces, in Two Volumes,
 price ¢ 63. 6d. bound. .- . L

S‘I’OCI(DALE: FDITION
S H. A K-8 P E A -R E;

includmg, m ONE VOLUME 8vo the WHOLE ofhxs4 ‘

"DRAMATIC WORKS:
W]th Expianatory NoTks, complled from vanous Com-
.7 mentators. o
“To Wthh are prefixed his LIFE and VVILL
Price only Fifteen Shillings..
HE HISTORY of the UNION between E\IGLAND aud
"'SCOTLAND ;

'With a ‘Collection of Original Papers relatmg thexeto

i - By the celebrated DANIEL DE FOE .

W ith an Introdut’tnon, in which the Confequences and Pros
bablhty of a like Unioh - between tlus Countly aud Irelm d
are conﬁdercd . .

‘ ]OH\I LEWIS DELOLME, ,

Author of tle Work on the Conihturmn of En(rland
To which -is prefiked;
A LIFE of lhe AUTHOR, and a coplous I\IDLX

]/z O;ze large Volume {earto, with an elegast; Engravz;zg of the

' - Author, Pric€ 1l. ys. in boaras. - 5

The Umon between Engla;;d and Scotland, being an extremely

- intergfting hvent, has led tlie.
- New Fdition of this Work of De Foe, whicli “is growi very
fcarce, would be acceptable.to- the Public, efpecully at the

: gx@fer t Tine, when the Situation of Affalrs in Ileland in-

ubllfher to,” mmgme, that a

L3

1780.
‘publifhed by Order of his Maje{’cy f 1lluf’crated with Cop-

William Pitt.

Niw Booxs pzzbl:/bed Zzy JoHN STOCKDALE, chcadn]ly

duces many Perfons to wifh; that a fim flar Union Between
'Great Britain and that Kingdom may take place, asit .ma
caufe fuch an Union, if not to be effetted, at leaft to be
propofed and to become, for a Time, the Subjeét of De-
bate i in both Countries.

I was” fays De Foe himfelf, in his Appeal to Honour - and
Juftice, "p. €0. ¢ from myfirft entering into the Knowledge o

-

- Public Mattersy, and have ever been to this Day, a finiére Lover

" of the Conflitution of my Cotntry 5 2ealous for Liberty, and the
- Proteflant Imtereft 5 bt a conflant fa(lowzr of moderate Princi-
ple:, & vigorous Oj)poferqf hot Meafuresin all Parties : I never

once changed my Opinion, my Principlesy or my Party 3 and let

‘what will -be faid of changing Sides, this I maintain, that I never
once dewiated from the Rewolution Pr’mczple:, nor from the Daﬂ riié
of Liberty and Property, on avhich 7¢. was fuunded i

N.B. A few Copies are printed on Royal. Paper,
Price 1l 115, 6ds

Captam COOK’S Third and Laft Voyage to the Pi- |

cific Ocean in the Years 1776, 1777, 17785 1779, and
Faithfully abridged from the Quarto Edltlon;

pcr Plates.  Price 4s. bound:
" The BEAU I'IES of the BRITISH SENATE 3 takeri

from the iJebates of the Iiords and Commons; from the
beginning of the Adminiftration of 8ir Robert Walpole, to

the end of the fecond Seffion of the Right Honourable -
‘Being an 1mpartxal feleGioni of; or faith- ~

ful extra&ts from; the moft eminent’ fpeeches, delivered
in the couife of a moft important and truly interefling pe=
tiod, of more than fixty years; feverally arranged unden
sheir lefpe&we heads, with the names of the members, to
whom they are afcribed; - annexed: theleto. To Whlch ig
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The LIFE. of Sir ROBERT WALPOLE.

In two volumes, oftavo. Price 108 6d: in boards, or 124
bound in ealf and' lettered.

THE LONDON CALENDAR fot the Year 1787,
printed on 4 firie large Paper and Type, bound up with
Stockdale’s New Compamon to the London Calendar,
for i787. Fielding’s new-engraved Arms of the Peers of
Great-Britaing Arms of the Baronets;. and an Almanack.

- The Whole bound togethery price 8s. 6d.
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| New Books, publ{/b?d by JouN STOCKDALE, Piccad‘ili){.
A DICTIONARY

E N G LISH LANGU AGE;
o0 In which the .

-~ WORDS are deduced from’ their ORIGINALS,

Ty A N D Vet
“,-+ - Hlaftrated in their different Significations,

- Examples from the beft Writers, -
" To which are prefixed, L
A HISTORY of the LANGUAGE,

- . AND AN s
ENGLISH "'GRAMMAE,
BySAMUEL FOHNSON, L L. D,

' In Two Volumes, Quarto. -

_ Price 21 8s. '

‘*A COMPLETE GEOGRAPHICAL DIC-

TIONARY, or UNIVERSAL GAZETTEER, of

Ancient and Modern Geography, containing a full, parti-

cular, and accurate Defcription of the known World, in

Europe, Afia, Africa, and America; comprifing a com-

plete {yftem of geography, illufirated with correct maps

and beautiful views of the principal cities, &c. and, chro-
nological tables of the Sovereigns of Europe. 'The geo-
graphical parts by Joun Searcy, A. M. Member of the

Roman Academy ; Author of the Hiftoire Chronologique,

facrée ‘et profane; Elements of Geography and Adiro-

nomy, &c. &ec. interfperfed with extracts from the private
sanufcripts of one of the officers who accompanied Captain’

Cook in his voyage to the Southern Hemifphere. The

~aftronomical parts from_ the papers of the late M. IsraEL

Lyons, of Cambridge, aftronomerin Lord MULGRAVE’s

voyage to-the Northern Hemifphere. In two large vo-

lumes, 4to. elegantly bound 1n calf; gilt and lettered.

~Price-2l. 2s. or 1ly 11s. 6d. in boards. i L
An ESTIMATE of the COMPARATIVE

STRENGTH of GREAT BRITAIN,. dur-

“ing the prefent and four preceding.reigns ; and.of the

Jofles of her trade from everywar fince the Revolution,
New modelled and. continued to -3785: By - Grorke
Crarmrrs,  Price gs: 6d. fewed, o I ait o

. Ty

- he obtains by the help of his di&ionary.

“various accounts of the arts and fciences, natural hiftory,, o

~ buried inthe obfcurity of unknown tongues. -
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New Books publifbed by JouN. STocgvaLg,l l‘?icca’dilly.‘ |

A Tranflation of the Memoirs of Eradut Khany :a Nableman
of Hindoftan 5 comtaining interefling Anecditesof the Em=

.- peror Aumulgeer 'Zm_'zmgzebq,ljand of bis Sumjﬂ&rs,S/')azu T /
Aulum and Febaunder Shaw : in which. .are. difplayed the
" Gaufes of the very precipitate Decline of the Mogul ,Empg"re

" _inIndia.” By Fonathan Scott Captain in the “Service ‘ff :

the Honourable: ’Ecﬁ-[néz’ia Company, and. private Perfian

‘Tfanﬂg;iér to Warren -Ha/iiﬂg.{,_ Ef. latgv'Gov;mz‘;‘r General
‘of Bengal, &c. & Quarto.  4s. 6dv  Boards. - _

The following C/?ardﬁe}* is. fﬂkiﬂ_l‘“ from tbeMonthlyRevmW,

Fure, 1786, SR

_¢¢ "This thort but interefting work comprifes a period of
hiftory of which we have hitherto had no authentic ac-
count, though the important ‘events occurred within the
prefent century. The great recommendation of the fheets
now offered to the public, is, that they were written in
the midft of a&ion, by a perfon, infome meafure materi- L
ally concerned in moft of the revolutions, as.being more
or lefs in the confidence of the principal a&ors. Nor are- :
they lefs to be efteemed  for being tranflated from theorigi- -~ = =

“nal Perfian, by one who, being acquainted with the coun- ;

tries where thefe curious tranfactions pafled,.is in no in-
ftance liable to thofe miftakes, fo frequently found when
the tranflator hasno knowledge of his fubjeét, except what

¢ if the encouragement which the Public may give to
fuch works as this {hould happily co-operate ‘with the libe-
rality of Mr. Haftings, 'who has fo generoufly promoted
the ftudy of thelanguagesof. the Eaft, we may hopefor

and politics, of thefe countries which have been 1o long

" ¢¢ Thework before us is ani immediate continuationof the
Journal of Bernier,” who recorded what he was himfelf |
witnefs to. Tt contains a fummary of the revolutions
which affected the whole Mogul empire during the fpace of -
five years;’ from the'2 1t bf February, 1707, to the end of
the year 1712; in “which:floft time; the great émpéagor,
R . ) : aw ..
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Shaw Aulumgeer, who is better known in Europe by the

name of Aurengzebe, obeyed the call of nature.  Azim

~Shaw, his fecond. fon, ufurped the throne, and after a
Ahort reign, was flain in battle by his elder brother Shaw
Alum ; who in-the year 1712, died of poifon. "His fon
Je,haunder-Shaw, obtained the empire by the fword ané
by the decifion of the fame power forfeited it,'witil his
I;fe, at thc end of nine months, to hisnépheW_.Fﬂokfere '
fon to azeem Oofhawn, who was the fecond fon to Shaw
Aulum ; anfl with this important event, which fettled the
throne of Hindoftan in peace, till the incurfion of Kouli
Khan, this interefting morfel of hiftory concludes.

« T'hofe who are-not deterred from the perufal of this trea=
tife by the novelty and uncouth afpect of the proper names
will find in many parts of it fuch incidents” and defcri :
tions as'w;‘ll enable them the better to underftand the a’c)—é
counts of thofe' tranfations, which. have {6 lately em=

Plo}7¢d the attenition of- the public.” -

Hiftorical Tracls: by Sir Fohn Davies, :Jfftarnk;y;(}'ene;;d, :
) and Spesker of the Houfe of Commons in ]re/k!nd;tolfﬁz’ng
of; 1. 4 Difecovery of ‘the true Caufe why IFreland was never
~brought under Obedience of the Crown of Englaflz'd’;; 2. 4
L'{:tter o tbe Earl of Salifbury, an the State of’]relc;nd i
16075 3. 4 Letter to the Earl of Salifbury in 1610, giving
an A'ccozmt‘ of the Plantation in Ulfter ; 4. d Jpeech to the
Lord Deputy in 1613, tkaqu'ngu the dncient Co}yiitdtién of
- Ireland. - To which is prefixed, a new vLife of the Author;
. f,om authentic Documents. '~ Oflavo; ' §s. Boards. |

" ‘The following Chara&er is takenﬁ‘om thie Englifh Reviev;

O&Qbexg 1786,

, Altho.ugh every age is forward to affert a {uperiority

- In improvement and ];rig\'qvledge* ovet thofe that .-preceded
~ 1t and that, in truth, the natural pfogrefsbﬁ thin-gféjdféf

tifies, on the whole, fuch a claim 3 yet it may be fafely
: : o ~ " affirmed

TR T T L I CT P ATe.
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affirmed, that, in-the higheft tanks and départme‘nts"in the

fate, we have not,. at' the. prefent momment, to ‘boaft of

fach a compafs of ability and learning as diftinguifhed, and
adorned the court of James I. - Very few of our nobility,
fcarcely one indeed, 1s diftingnifhed by fuperior genius 1n -
philofophy, -or attainments: iin " literature ; and, for ‘the
public offices, moderate abilities, with experience and po-

“litical-intereft, are fufficient. to:raife the favourite -of for-

tune to the very higheft of them. . The venerable- judge,
who now fills the high office of lord chief juftice of Eng-

land, will bear to be compared: even with Coke ;3 but

wheré, among all our ftatefien and philofophers of high

rank, is theré to be' found a Northampton or a Salifbury,

a Napier or-a Verulam? « In ‘the period alluded to, men
were exceedingly learned ; . and they made . their learning
to bear, in too great profufion perhaps, upon all\ fubjects
that came under the confideration of the. legiflature,.or
the cognizance of government. Their pedantry may now
appear ridiculous ; but the general maxims of jurifpru-
dence and civil policy, which they derived from fyftematic
reading, on' the fubjets that concern the ftate, and- on
all fubjeéts in literature and fcience, which all, as Cicero

obferves, run into one another ; the general maxims which

they derived from fo extepfive a {phere of contemplation
enabled them, on fome important occafions, to control the
natural fluGtuation and inftability of men’s minds, and to

perform the greateft fervices to the public. Nor ought we
to exclude, from the number of ‘the accomplifhed great,
the king himfelf, who, with profound learning, was not

deftitute of political wifdom 3 and who poflefled a faculty

of " diftinguithing, and a difpofition to reward, literary

merit. v

¢¢ The hiftorical trads of Sir John Davies, and theac~

counts we have of his life, which excited thefe refletions,
are a proof of their folidity.  He was raifed to -the moit
important: ftations, in'a very learned age, by fuperior ac-
complithments ; and fhews us by what maxims Ireland,
that had for fo-many centuries refifted all the efforts of
former pririces, ‘came at laft to be fettled and civilized in
the reign of James I. - The meritof the tralts before us,

" and the prefent circumitances of that country, which oc-

cafioned their publication at this time, induce us to lay an’

account before our readers.””

See Englifp Review, Offaber, 1786.
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‘;POEMS on, VARIOUS bUB]ECTS
LBy HENRY JAMI:.S PYE, "Efqe M. Py

3 Elfgémily"prmted in two Valumes Oa’z‘aw, and‘ embel/zﬂ)ed
o ‘~“wzrb ’beautzful Frontg/pzeca& . Price 125 in boards, -

o \The HISTORY of NEW HOLLAND from its

ﬁr(’c Difcovery in, 1616, tp theiprefent Time, with a par-

ticulap.acconnt of its Produce and- Inhabxtants, and a De- :

fcr}tlprx of Borany Bay. it o 1.

Alfo, @ Diftiof the Naval - Maring, Mxhtary and C1v11
_ Eﬁqblx{hment'- fto whlch' ’feﬁxed an Introdu&oxy.

RJGHT‘AON'YVHJJAM EDEN:
»-Volume, O&ave, illufirared with a large Map' of New
Hollﬂmi a Chart of - Botany Bay;: and a Geeral Chart

from Ehgland Ly Bomny Bay, rzeétiy co/oured Pnce 6s -
m boﬁxrds. B

g Tue CHILDRENS;FRIEND
Tranﬂated from the FRENGH: of M. BERQ_UIN

‘Prmted o a fine. Paper, . -complete -in- four Volumes, and =

omamented with. beautiful . Erzgmwng: Przce only Bso o

1, fn t"ae Pnﬁ, and ﬂbeedz/y ‘will be publzﬂ?ed in ome _olume,
avs, ornamented with elegant Portratis, ﬁom original
: Paafztfngs ‘of Prince Rupert, ‘Ruperta, Natural. Daugbn’r
“of Prince. Rupert, .ngeen of Babemza, and Ezrmzuel Scrope,,
‘ ”Howe, Efq ;
LA COLLECTION of ORIGINAI LFTTERQ
Wrxtten by, Kmor Charlcs the _*,J_rfc,, Charles the.. Se-:-
rond TJames the Fn{’c James the. Second, Queen of Bo.:
bemiay, Prince Rupext, Charles. Count Palatme, helie-
uck Lleé‘tor Pdlatme, Sec, & &c. IR PO ~

Vs xﬂj(}, in the Praﬁ, and /peedzly 'wzll be pul:lzﬂml

A. VO(‘ABULARY of Perﬁan, ; Benval Tuxk1ﬂ7,~
'md Alabxc Woxds, whxch occur-ip the d]f"erent Reports,.
Boolr'b,“‘and Papers, on Enﬁ India Affairs; together:with:
Explwnatmns of the Names of certain Oﬂices, and other,
Yocal Expreflions; contamcd in the fame:, Rev1f¢d and cor-..
 yelted by, feveral: (yent]emen, dift g"mﬂled f01 thCll‘:-'
v Fnov.lecoe of the Omemal Lanomges. i
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