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COMMON SENSE:
LETTER to a FRIEND.

Dear Sir, ; ' ‘ SR o
OU defire my Sentiments on our political Occurrences,
and fhall have them with Honefty and Concifenefs. T
A am confcious I write to a Friend, and, therefore, little
anxious about the Guife in which my Sentiments appear. . .
* Simplicity of Argument and Stile ‘is a neceffary Attendant on
I the Caufe of TruTH; few labou;*éd-,Pe’rformanc':eéfon ‘a plain. .
B Subje& have any Foundation but Deceit. "When great Pains
B are taken to force us into an Opinion, we may reft affured it is
@ fuch a one as would never occur in the firaiz, and natural Path
 of Reafon. - , o A IR
| I have but one Difficulty in my Way. To you I need not
W clear myfelf; but, thould you fo far approve my Sentiments
B 2 to publifh them, fome Defence may perhaps be neceflary to a
‘; Reader, for the Liberty I may take in my Cenfure of the Pro-
§  ceedings of certain Perfons, whofe Rank and Authority {eem to
0 demand a large Degree of Reverence. 'To the Reader then do
I folemnly declare, that 1 deteft Scurrility, and mean to avoid
every Expreflion that tends that Way'; if 1 fhould cenfure, 1
aim folely at the Aion, not the Man ; it would be hard if Mif~
- condust thould, at all Events, gain San&tion from Splendor or
¥ Power, and that all Freedom of Opinion an bad Meafures,
N thould be damp’d by the Appellations of licentious. Libel, and
perfonal Inve&tive. Biit this is the ftale Device of the Friends of
§ mifguided Authority; one Point in which they muft be ever
fuperior to their Adverfaries, and to which, when hard pufhed,
they have had Recourfe in every Age. When driven from the
Merits of the Caufe, their only Refuge is to fculk behind the
|\ Pefon. T o |
1 . Undeterred by this worn-out Art, and uninfluenced by Pre-~
1 judice orPaflion, I will venture to {peak my "Thoughts as they
~eccur 3 Thope I fhall be thought rather to [foften than aggravate;




- Wds 1 ately refolved on, and ripe for Introduétion.

'Natlon was let fee, that there was no poﬂ'xble Road to FaV(LUY,
ut
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itis my Intention fo to do, confiftently with Tfutb but, if the

Narrative of fome Men’s Condu& thould happen to carry in it-

felf the fevereft Satlre, to whom is it to. be charged but them~
.felves? : '

That this poor Nation has been, and ihll is, moft vzolently
agitated, its public Commerce, and its private focial Happinefs

moft feverely wounded, the Hearts of all can witnefs. What -

all are thus materially concerned in, what a// are thus fo forely

“hurt by, becomes the Bufinefs, and the Right, of 4/l to inquire

into, to know the Source, the Motives, and the A&ors of the
Scene, ‘as' far- as uncontroverted Falls, explamed by unperverted
Reafon, ¢an afford a Means to krow.:

"Thefe Confufions, every one will, I prefume, allow, com-
menced with the prefent Ad n here; whether the Pro-
ceeﬂmgs have been fuch as befpeak the Authors well. inclined to
this Kingdom’s Welfare, and atuated by a Defire to promote
it, ot whether, on the contrary, thefe Proceedings have tended
to the Prejudice of this Kingdom, and the Projeétors have been

adtuated by a Defire of elevating fome Individuals, and gratify- -

ing others, ‘both here and on the other “Side of the Water, at
the Expence of our fiational Felicity, is the grand @eﬁwn to
be decided 3 tior is, T think, the Decifion hard.

T fhall’ argue only from the Attempts acfually mades it is
true. that, 4 Number of nicely-correfpondent Surmifes, tran-
fpiting; through different Channels, from the Fountain Head,
leave little Room to doubt that a.more Juddenly-decifive Stroke
' But thefe
waves undoubted F aé’fs afford an ample Fleld to form a
ucfgment on,

Thé firft Step taken was the entire Reje&tion of that Set of
Gentlemen who had long held the Favour of their Sovereign

_and 4 Succeflion of Vice-Roys,. as the fixed NATIONAL INTE-
- REST in the Jrifb Parliament,

In their Room was adopted a
Party, a ‘detached, reftlefs, Combmatxon, diftinguifhed only by
their . occafional T urbulence in every Tranfa&ion fet on Foot
by their - Adverfaries, however effential to the Dignity of the

-~ Crown, and- ¢confiftent with . the’ Liberties and Interefts of the

People. I bég Pardon of thefe Gentlemien: for this diminutive
Defcrlptlon of their patliamentary Confequence; I affure them

- Imeanit only as a Defcription; and, 1 believe, they muft them-

felves a:llow it 1§ as High a one as they were entltled to, untll
{oﬁered in.the Sunfhine of Power.

T'hie Pricé of this Acquifition was naturally, the entire Enjoy-‘

ment of Places, Penfions, and. Employments ; .and the Confe-
quence, that they who had been ever loud againft the Court, be-
c¢ame mﬂantly as fanguine in the minifterial Plan, and the whole

- and Rome; when ¢ by the Sway of Men grown to UNUSUAL
% Power AxD RicHss, the Governments were ‘engaged in

[ 11 oy
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‘but by rerouncing thofe whom the People had long conf dered

as their Guardian Reprefentatives.

When the Scene had even thus far opened, it gavea dlfguﬁ.
ing and an alarming View ; every Perfon, who reﬂe&ed at all,
muit have afked him{elf, W/Jat can: this mean? T his uncommon

- Apparatus muf? arife from Jfome uncommon- Defign; fomething
. untoward and indireét in its Nature, which cannot be accompls tfbed

in the plain and ufual Pith; i¢ cannot be the King’s Bufinefs;
the King’s long-try’d and approved Friends are d{/&a; ded: It can’t

 be the People’s, the Favourites of the People are re]eékd 5 iE mujf

then be fomething diftiné? fram BoTH. -
Sir William Temple beautifully and Juﬁly remarks that One
¢ of the principal Wheels on which alone the Chariot of the

¢ State can drive with Eafe and Safety is, the Governor’s pur-

¢ fuing the true and common Intereft of the Nation he goveris, -
g g »

“ without efpouﬁng thofe of ‘any Party or Fation ; or if thefe
% are fo formed-in a State that they muft incline to one or ‘o«
“ ther; then o chufe and favour that which is._the moft popular,
" or awbérein the greateftor - firongeft Part of the People appear to'be
“ engaged 5 for, as the' Bnd of Goverriment feems to be ‘Savrus
“ Porurt, fo the Strengtb qf tbe Gafuernment s tbe C’orgﬁnt of
“ THE PE(}PLE S

In another Place, he fays « The Ground on wh1ch all Go.
s yernmént -flands is-the Confent of the People; or'the greateft
“ or firongeft Part of them. =~ Zhat Governiment which'takes
¢ in'the Confent of: the greateft Number of “the People, ‘and;
¢ confequently, their Defires and Refolutions to fupport it, may
“ juftly be faid to have the broadeft Bottom, and to ftand ort

1 - ¢ the largeft Compafs of Ground, and makes the Flgure of the S

“ firmeft Sort of Pyramid.” -
¢ On the contrary,” a Government whlch by ahenatmg the
“ Affe&tions; lofing the Opinions, and. croﬁing the Interefts of
“ the People, leaves out of its Compafs the greateft Part of their
¢ Confent, may juftly be faid, inthe fame Degrees it thii$ lofes
“ Ground, to narrow its, Bottom ; ; -and if this be done td”ferue
¢ the dmbzt:an, bumour the Paffion, fatisfy the Appetites, or ad-
“¢ vance the Power and Intérefts not only of oNE Man," but of
“ ‘pWo, or MORE that core to fhare in’ the Government, by this
¢ Means the Stability of the’ Flgure is always leﬁ'ened and im-
“ paired.”
On this ‘Topic he dwells a good good while, " and 1lluﬁrates it
by a Variety of Inftances; particularly the Diftrat¥ions of Athens

€. Counczl: and /Iﬁmm contrary to the gmeml lntere]z': of the




"rable. -
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* Thefe Sentiments’ are as’ ftrikingly juft, as the Writer’s Au-
. thority is great ; they neceffarily refult from the Nature and End

of Government ; and the natural Inference feems to be, . that no
Governor or Minifter ever purfued an .unpopular Method, who
had either the Welfare of the People, or the true Dignity of
the Crown at Heart.  Such a one not only checks the Fluency
of ‘public Bufinefs at the 'Time, but runs a dreadful Hazard
of propagating a Difcontent, - if not a Difaffe€tion, which for

Ages may not be eradicated, but may become a perpetual Source -
of Calamity ; he lays the Seeds of private Enmity as well as na-

‘tional Divifion, and entails Diftraction on Pofterity, .at the fame
"Time that he makes the prefent, once happy, Generation mife-

That the Cafe heré ftated was exaétly ours, is undeniable;
nay, it was much ftronger; for, befide their. Popularity, the
Gentlemen, thus difcarded from the Smile of Power could plead
a Courfe of Merit and Defert, in a long and faithful Application

to the promoting of the Dignity and Satisfattion:of ‘their Sove- -

reign ; this, one would imagine, ‘thould have: had fome Weight
in their Favour, even though they had committed fome Faux-pas;

that they bad, was never pretended ; their Crime muft therefore

have confifted, not in any thing paff, but their- Unfitnefs for
what was to:come,, | R PRI

. A Revolution of this Nature is almoft a conflitutional one
it is a violent Strain from which-a Nation with much Difficulty
recovers, and fhould therefore be never. made ufe. of but-ina
Cafe of the laft Extremity ; - fuch as:to exterminate fome dange-
rous Malady that . threatens Deftruétion to the whole.: - But in
our Cafe what was our Ailment, or where was the Neceflity of
fuch a Procedure ? 'The V——e R~y found us in Peace and
Plenty; Harmony and Enjoyment;: the Public not alarmed,
nor private Families at miferable Variance ; zbe Crows honoured
and complied with in all it defired, "and at the fame Time, B&-
CAUSE THE NATIONAL INTEREST HELD THE REINs, the Na-
tion refted fecure in its: Immunities, advancing to a Degree of
Opulence and Improvement never attained by any other in an
equal Time. — Ill-fated Opulence ! — Thus circumftanced, one
would think a Change as needlefs as undefirable, ~—— How foon

the fad Reverfe took Place I need not mention, :

"That this, and their other confequent Proceedings, have been

~ the Source of our Diftraétions is undeniable ; if then no adequate

Caufe can be fhewn that made. thefe Proceedings neceffary, 1
humbly appreheﬂd ‘on the Intrigues of thofe in Power muft be

- charged the whole Blame of thefe Diftraions, and all their

Confequences both - immediate and remote, We fee, we feel,
the Effects of what they have done ; they are almoft as grievous

a5z People can feel ; {hould there not be fome great, fome un-

cammonly

[v1

commonly great Neceffity for fuch uncommonly great and grie-
vous Sufferings? And whére, and what, was this Neceffity # Can
the greateft -Sagacity find it out? or muft we be content to put
private Ambition in its Place? a little Attention will quickly
Sure I am, that fhould a Phyfician force an Operation on me
which puts me at the T'ime to "Torture, and, in its Confequence,

8

~ emaciates my Conftitution, I fhould expeét a very. categorical

Anfwer to'a few plain Queftions; Where was the Neceffizy
what was my Diforder 2 1felt no Pain till you gave it; my Body
was vigorous, my Spirits good, and every Part. performed its
Funétion in Eafe and Harmony ; what Cure have you perform-
ed ? you leave me infinitely worfe than you found. me; . nothing
but the abfolute Prefervation of my Life can compenfate my Suf-
ferings, or juftify your Proceedings ; and unlefs you thew me to
Demontftration that my Life was in Danger, 1 fhall neceffarily
conclude, that what 1 have endured was not intended for: my
Benefit, but fome private Gratification of your own, and that
my Health is broken, by him who fhould have preferved it.~—
But how muft my Sufpicions be confirmed, fhould he turn on
me, like another Gregory, with Cabricius Arci Thuram Cathali-
mus, &c.? Yet with many fuch Replies as this, has the Prefs
been of late employ’d. S - S
So far neither the Service of King or Country feems to de~ -

~mand, nor, confequently, authorize thefe Meafures; private
‘Defigns muft therefore have been the Groundwork of all; and, -

I fancy, “if my Countrymen would be fo juft to themfelves as to
affert the Dignity of Reafon, and, reje&ing all other Guidance, -
follow #bat alone in their Inquiry, it will fhew them the whole
Courfe of thefe Tranfactions as naturally conneéted' as Branches
from the fame Root, and that Root to be no more than a private
Cabal, alling under the temporary Sanition of Authority.

1t is eafy to fee, that the Party thus adopted into Favour, and -
raifed to 'a moft unexpected Degree of Luftre, were under a
Neceflity of fulfilling the Conditions of their Elevation; even
though they were inclined to other Meafures, yet they were un-
der the Dilemma; they muft either go through their Bufincfs, -
or forego all Hope of Power ; this may, in fome Sort, plead
their Excufe; the Hand that raifed, and ftill held them up,
could, in the Twinkling of an Eye, let them f{ink into their
priftine Situation. How reluétant they, or any of them, might
have been, I can’t take upon me to determine; it-was faid there
were fome Expoftulations ; but certain it is there was no Hefita-

. tion in the Execution, fo that all Scruples were, fome Way or

other removed. - . ' : . :
At firft View it appears not a little furprifing, that any Men,
who were 3iming at an’ Afcendency in a Nation, could bring.
. Co ' - themfelves




- themfelves to fet -out with a Step fo éxceflively unpopular as that
which was fo induftrioufly laboured in the }i;rﬁ_?sgmon‘of .th?s
Ad——n; to {upport a Perfon i an Embezlement of the public
Money, an Embezlement fo flagrant, that not a Man in the

Kingdom had a Shadow of a Doubt aboutit; to apply all the -

- Force and Influence which attend on Government, to the Pro-

* teCtion of a Servant of the People, from #heir Inquiry firft, and

afterward from their Cenfure, feems to.be a capital Overfight in
Politics. -For, what.muft the People think ? ¢ The firft grand
¢ Care of Governmerit fhould be to preferve our Interefts, our
“¢ Treafure, and our Privileges; to lay the whole Weight of
¢ the:Authority committed to it, to the Support of parliamen-
“¢ tary Dignity, the Vindication of our Rights, and the Punith-
¢ 'ment of public Abufes, yet hére is'a Conteft where the Body
¢ of the People are on the one Side, and the G——t and the

<¢ Delinquent on the other ; a publi¢c Vote of Credit enormoufly

.6 ‘abufed, and ‘the ‘Abufer moft zealoufly fheltered by the Arm
¢ of Power; ‘can the national Interefts be the ultimate Aim of
«¢ thofe who ‘interpofe all their Might to_prevent Redrefs of a
¢ national Injury? or can-fuch a Condu& tend to the Dignity

¢ of our Sovereign, whofe paternal Care for his Subje€ls has

% been long exerted .in the firiteft Juftice, and. tendereft Af-

< feétion ? -Here, indeed, we fee the Policy of the Change of
- S Pavourifes
.'_5?”515.{"1'1,11'3‘!_1‘10& Perfons argued at ‘the ‘Time, and -it was natural
they fhould. Why then was Room left for fuch obvious Infe-

o

rences? It at firft feems odd, but, on taking the- whole of the

Meafures’ purfued :into Confideration, the Wonder will: ceafe;

for we-fhall then fee that Popularity was, from the Beginning,
‘a ‘g_OOd deal -'defpaired : Of, and, ; .conrfe'quently, " not ,made ,t‘he
- ‘Groundwork of the Plan; fomé warm and altive Genius feems
to have been the moving Spring; one, “impatient of Delay, and
‘too ardent for Fruition to brook a flow-paced Policy ; and fuch a
. 3{::16 was really the fitteft for fo defperate a Defign s - a precarious
Crifis, Storm was infinitely preferable to §zp; nothing, under
a Miracle, could footh the People, or-allay their Apprehen-

- fions; what then availed it to be nice in the Merits of the Caufe?"

n was to be made ufe of in hafte, and, atfuch a valuable -

Wis it not more prudent to beftow that Time and Affiduity,

which may be wafted for Ages, in Purfuit of the national Fa-
vour, to the procuring of Auxiliaries, and putting their Staunch-
nefs and their Strength on bis. Trial, before a more important
‘one was introduced ? - The firft Point in View ‘was Succefs 5 that
t'o}jtaxned,' the Palate of the People ‘might, in Time, ‘be recon-
ciled to what they muft learn to bear. ‘This Plan, we may obferve,
- -was purfued -in every Step of this and the laft Seffion; ‘Dif-
.guife appearstohave been entirely laid afide; ,;,_ar'xa.avowed,Eﬂm,i-tg
R ; ' ~ wit

M - 3

- find Matters carried through
] was, therefore, moft zealoufly -efpoufed, and to - <

* Punithment, nay, indeed, all Cenfure,

* leaft Degree of Cenfure,

_ dered, in his Sentence,

. L9]1 S
with the national Intereft- could = admit of )none;;, and it
feemed unneceffary to thofe whofe fanguine Hopes pointed outa -
Probability of fubduing us by Force. ~ In Confequence of this we:
the Whole with a very high Hand.
- Mr. N—
as little Purpofe, for his Advocates were as yet too: weak to make
any confiderable Oppofition; he was conviéted and -cenfured 3
but how merciful was the Cenfure! how € xpreﬁive,of Modera-
tion, and a Difpofition to Unanimity 1~ think it muft ftrike
every Man who refle@ts on it for a Moment; a Set of Men, -

-~ after a Seriesof Services, plunged fuddenly, undefervedly, from

the Smile of Power into every Difgrace which the Frown of fuch
an Ad——n cowld inflict ; a Man fupported, to-their Faces, in

" an Abufe of their Refolutions, and an Embezlement of their.

Money; and hugged in the Bofom of Authority for no aflign~
able Reafon, but his being the Subje&t of their Animadverfion,.
for the Injury done to them and the Nation; this Man moft

folemnly. convicted ; his -Mifdemeanor fo flagrant as to juftify

the fevereft Cenfure they could pafs; - in ‘their Power, at their

Mercy, and the moft defirable Opportunity that Refentment could

have defired, for mortifying and expofing the Proteltors, by the

natural and unftrained Punifhment -of #be Minion. — Yet all

) except what was ne-

ceflary to fupport the Vote of Reftitution, and #bat uncommonly

foft in its Expreflion, was omitted ;. furely every one who looks
back at this Tranfation, and confiders the Particulars of it,
~will be furprized to find fo wife and difpaffionate a Behaviour,
among Men fo circumftanced  as the Majority of that Time; ¥
own it aftonifhes me ;. for Men, will generally be Men in their
public as ‘well -as private Chara&ter, and we find but few In-
ftances on our Annals where a parliamentary Majority have
thewed much Clemency to inveterate Oppofers 3 fuch an Occa-
fion has-ever been a moft tempting one, and bere, which made
it il more tempting, Refentment might have had its fulleft Gra-
tification without appearing.to be concerned, or incurring the
“Yet certain it is, that, however it
muft Have rifen againft the Supporters, it had no Share in the
Decifion; not even this repetitional Stroke at public Welfare
could -provoke them to encreafe the gathering Storm, even by 4
Step of the ftricteft Juftice; Mr. N—J’s Condutt was confi-
not as a Grime, but an Inadvertencys
forbore. to punith, and oidered only a-

the Breach of Truft they
Reftitution.: L - L o
.- "They have fince been blamed for this 3 it is thought that, had
they then cenfured him as they have fince done, fuch a fpirited. -
- Proceeding” would “have ftruck a Damp on the Hopes of certain.
Perfons, which have fince gained Strength from fuch Appﬁ:ﬁlrax‘lce'E
B ) . B - ' ) of




[ 101
of Moderatioti.: How fir: this Opinion miay be juft I will not

take upon mie to determine; certain it is, they were fometimes

fitich miftaken in their Manner of Dealing with their Adver--

- faries; and the Effetts of their undefigning and moderate Difpo-
{ition have been turned upon them in a more material Inftance
" than this; but:furely we, the People, muft not only excufe, but
for ever remiember. and applaud a Conduét which “arofe purely
from a View, to our Advantage ; had they confulted only their
own private Gratification, they would. have given loofe to a Re-
{fentment which nobody could have condemned, they would have
indulged the Call of Juftice in its utmoft Severity, and have re-
pelled a lawlefs-and formidable Attack with a// the Force which
_'bur-Contlitution ‘allows to their important Stations but THE
Pusric was in théir Hands; and in - their Hearts s the King:
dom, they faw; was ditally attempted; and .any widlent Effort to
difengage it, might have endangered thé whole; the Power,
* Which-gave Life to this-Attémpt; was in its Nature but fhort-
lived; they hoped: this might have-been its laft Opportunity,
and the Projeét would die away of itfelf; they dreaded, (and
- Juftly it feems)-a Mifreprefentation of their own, and the Peo-

ple’s Principles, in a Place where neither defired or deferved to

be mifreprefented. 'They, therefore, chofe to give the leaft
poflible Colour for fuch an Appearance, confiftent with Dignity
to themfelves, and Juflice to the Public. . = =

- "They who think them faulty in this Forbearance, muft alfo
take into Confideration, that they had the additional Motive of
a folemn Promife from fhofe in Power, that the Nation thould
havé an ‘Atonement 5 that the/r Refolutions thould be laid before
- his Majefty, and Mr. N——/ fhould, in Confequence thereof, be
punithed by #/7, as fuch Refolitions reqiiired ; requefting only
that, as a public Servant, appointed &y the Grown, he may fuf-
fer no Ignominy but from the royal Hand." ‘This Fas? has never

yet, as'I can find, been controverted. Here was ftill a further -

- Sacrifice to the injured People, yet takes not off a Particle from
the Merit of the Parliament, who gladly caught at the Propofal,
- as moft agreeable to the Moderation they endeavoured to pre-
ferve in the public Tranfa@ions, and the fureft Means to avoid

the Evils that might arife from a more rigid Condu&. ~But how

this Promife was performed; in the obtaining Leave for Mr.
N——1 to fell his Employments with every ufual Mark of Ho-
nour, every Perfon is left to judge. ~ - . o
-~ Aboit this Time, the Linen Bill returned to us fo mutilated,

that, had it paffed into a Law, it muft have for ever ruined us;
and if dropped (as it was) and the next Seffion, by any Acci-
- ‘dent; fuffered to flip without renewing it,” our Fate muft have
;bé’ehfthé fame: Here was the daily Bread of thoufands, and the
Sotirce of our natiohal Profperity, broight upon the very Edge

of

[ 11 ] )
of Deftru&tion! Perhaps by Accident; it was faid-it was; a
Clerk, it feems, in.engrofling the Bill, let fall fome Sheets of
the ‘Draft, and confequently omitted -them in the engroffed
Copy:- It was very remifs in him to. be fo extremely inattentive
to an Act or PARLIAMENT; and, what makes the Accident:.
more odd, was, that the Sheets, which flided out of his Hand,
happened to contain the moft effential Paragraphsin the whole
Bill, nay, thefe Paragraphs fell from him quite fole and entire,

‘without one ‘Word more orlefs than' what was abfolutely necef-

fary to the Prefervation-of our Linen Manufa&ure. It feems a

- little ftrange, however, that this Omiffion was not detected by

the fame Clerk, or fome other, ‘Time enough to~be repaired ;
for an A¢% of Parliament, one would think, :though an Irifb one,
was entitled toa Revifal ; be that as it may, this, we were told,
was the Cafe ; fome People, notwithftanding, cannot believe it,
but affirm it was all a private T'rick, ‘calculated by afpiring Per- -

fons, like all the reft of their Meafures: before and fince; toin- .

timidate 5 to thew that we were in, their Power;:and what we-
may expe& 'if we proved relutant: in complying with their
Meafures ; and they produce, to confirm this Opinion, ‘feveral
Paffages in the fame Bill, altered from their original State; ‘in a
Manner moft detrimental to this Kingdom. But whether this, -

~or the Miftake of the Clerk, 'be-the more probable Suppofi-
~ tion, . I leave the Reader to determine. . SRR A

‘The Parliament taking upon them to enquire into Mr. N—Fs
;andu‘&,' -without previous Confent from his Patfg_ns; _gave them
the higheft Offence; and, by way ‘of retaliation, if appears;
that both the-Reprefentatives and the People in -A%engral?f were
pi€tured at the other Side of the ‘Water as ripe for Rebellion, and

-ready to fhake off their Deperidency on' the Crown of England s

this Reprefentation was built, I prefume, on that ancient Maxim,
that all Oppofition to a Minifter -is: Difaffection to the Prince, -
Certain it 1s, -that fuch an Opinion was induitrioufly propagated,
where it moft could huft:us; happy for us: that its Credit was
but fmall ! our former conftant Behaviour made the Improbabi-
lity too grofs to gain any Ground; the Stroke however was art-

- ful though precarious; for, had it, in any fort, fucceeded, the

united national Force of our parent Ifland, would naturally have

 exerted itfelf againft us, to fecure its own juft Superiority,-and

thereby have, inadvertently, facilitated the Dominion over us.
which particular Perfons fo-ardently: afpired to.- Who they

~ could be that took this deftruéive Meafure, that reprefented the

moft fond and faithful Subjeéls as Enemies to the beft of: Kings,
and to that Nation under whofe Proteétion alone they fubfift, dnd-
how much they can, by the Rules of common Reafon, be ima-.
gined to have the Welfare of this Kingdom at heart, is, T be-
lieve, sa Matter that admits of fmall Difficulty in the Dg_c_:;ﬁg;x‘.h e
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-"The Danger, however, was too great rot to be oppofed ;
‘and, accordingly the Commons, in an unufual ‘Addrefs to his
Majefty, at'the End of the Seffion, did all that Words could do
to obviate the Mifreprefentation; how juft their Fears were, the

:A_rifwer given to their parting Addrefs by the L.— L— moft unde-
- piably demionftrates ; let fuch of my Readers as have it by them,

caft theit Eye on it for aMoment, and they will fec in it the plain-

 eft Promife of painting them in difaffeéted Colours at the "Throne;
its.equivecal Expreflion can bear no other Meaning, and farthet -

than ,tb?t, common Decency : would forbid the keeneft Rancour
0 go,"in an Anfwer to one of the Eftates of Parliament.
.-, 'Thus ended the Seffion; in a Manner that could be hoped

for, only from the unparallelled Moderation of our truly injured

Patriots, -and the general inviolable Attachment of the People to

 their Kirig.- ::Shew me.on ‘Record a ‘Houfe of Commons o cir-
cumitanced, fo attacked, fo mifreprefented, and, at the fame

- and true parliamentary Dignity. =~ ¢

time, fopowerful, conduéting with fo much Temper, Wifdony, -

- The Circumftance of the Money-Bill I havé';)ﬁiifted;' as Lin
tend to fay a few Words immediately, in Relation to the Doc-

trine of previous Confent, in which I thall include what was done
with it this Seflion. - I.{hall only firft obferve, that, in'this In:

terval between the Seffions,, occurred the ever memorable Tranf:

.action of the MEMOR1AL; a Tra\nfaé’cion for which the illuftrious.
Author muft be honoured and beloved, while any-Senfe of Virtue,
of Liberty, and Love of their CounTRrY holds Place in the Bréails
of IRISHMEM It is hard to fay whether the Noblenefs of - fiich
a Step,. or the Pravity of the Condu@ which had ‘made it necef-
flary, be the greater ; the one is certainly the ftrongeft imaginable
Contraft to, the other: 'To turn the Authority of G——t againft
the Repofe of an innocent, ‘deferving People, to patronize the

moft deftructive Combinations againft their Interefts,” and  moft

- Groundlefly fully their fair Fame, in the Eye of their Sovereign,

~onthe one Hand ; —o6n thé other, to ftand the Shock of Power
in Defence of TruTH and his CounTrY, to break through the -

- ncircling Cabal to the Foot of the Throne, and difpel the Mift
- of Falthood from the paternal Eye of our Prince, by pointing
out,- in one plain Narrative of Fatts, the real Sources of our mi-
raculoufly-fudden Difaffestion ! . e
- "This was a moft mortifying Step; indeed they have met with
a good many';. as mortifying to:their Pride as to their Defigns,
~and the more, as being {o very unexpeted. < It produced a Cla-
~mour of Rage, - from every Member, and every Dependent; of

- the Affociation’; but the moft notable Produion of all, was the

 Letter from the D—e of D~ to the Lood C——r*; every Mar

mn

. * For this, and feveral other curious Pieces, fee-the CABINET.
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in the Kingdom fhould keep it by him 3 there cannot be a better
Guide, in our forming a Judgment of the Nature and Tendency ‘-
of the Tranfattions -of thefe Times; it throws, -indeed, a'Light =
upon them that needs no other Affiftance, and from hence it is
that it is fo induftrioufly flurred over by its Friends. - One'In-
dulgence, however, is certainly to be allowed it ;- #bat Indul~

b cence which isdue to Paffions in Paffion, as well as Wine, thére
l is Truth; and hence in: thefe few Lines is contained, the very

genuine Spirit of the Dicfator ;' we find the Event to be frictly
correfpondent 5 {fome important Scheme was premeditated by the
antécedent Menaces here uttered, and wbhat this Scheme was, and

* how near. their Hearts, appears from thefe' Menaces being: fo

immediately and fo exac?ly put in Execution. — Surely there can~ .
not be really on Earth, a Man whom fuch firiking Evidence can
fail to convince —'On the whole, this magnificent Performance
did no Harm'; it added Vigilance to the public Apprehenfion,
and, doubtlefs, gave a very pleafing Vent to the Fullnefs of the
Writer’s Heart. .- =~ T R ek
'This naturally brings me-to thie Money-Bill : Shall I prefume
to handle fuch a Myftery? I am neither Judge, nor Lawyer,

- Place-man, Penfioner, nor Expe&ant ; ‘will my Reader think ™

me the worfe qualified ? - He may pleafe himfelf among the-Ad-
vocates for the Preamble. ‘The Sentiments 7y Reafon fug-~
gefts to ‘me, are not of the recommendatory- Sort to the Smile
of Power. = My Plan is the Plan of common Senfes- if this Doc~
trine comes not within ##s Sphere, 1 have been miftaken, and re~

~ fign it over.to'thofe, whofe Faculties are by various Means more

quickened, and adapted to the Inveftigation of all its Subtilties. -
- "There is not /in the Nature: of Things, a Point that, when’
fairly and clearly ftated, can admit of lefs Doubt or Delay in the
Decifion. It was this, its very Self-evidence, which made it
neceffary for the Efpoufers of the weak Side;: to be fo induftrious
in raifing a Mift around it, with all the Powers of Sophiftry and
Art; but, when divefted of this, it ftrikes-on: the Mind, 1n all.

§ thatirrefiftible Splendor, which is peculiar to TRUTH. |

" One Circumftance attends it which fpeaks this ftrongly, and
18, indeed, Truth’s grand Chara&eriftic; “notwithftanding all -
the laborious Efforts of the Friends of Power to-difguife it, not-
withftanding the moft ftudied Perplexity-and Subtilty of Argu-.
ment, and Plaufibility of Diétion, the utmoft they have effeCted”
Is to puzzle and confound ;  to: produce ‘a ‘kind of momentary
Scepticifm, or Irrefolution; nor have I ever-met with one Per-
fon, within my Obfervation, who felt a Pasticlé of Convifion
from all thofe. Performances, ‘though they, -doubtlefs, gave no
little T'rouble to the Invention of the Compofers. -~ -

My poor, poer Country!" formidably attacked from without,
betrayed from within, and, at the fame Time, pregnagt' with
: , S : SRR - Swarms




{

[14]
Swarms who.are eager to proflitute; ceach his Shar¢ of ‘Talents,
to the Difguife of the moft vita/ TRuTHS, and Recommenda-
- tion of the moft fatal Meafures! All for a Ray.of temporary
- Sun-thipe! . L | S
B\l},t Whyil}OU1d P We ‘and,er:P fHas _‘it I‘)Qt ‘eyerv.‘b”een the‘ Cafe
with the moft important Maxims hoth in Religion and Govern-

ment ! The moft important are, in their own Nature, the moft
evident, yet this very Importance has made it neceflary. for de-
figning Men ta muffle their Hvidence in order to lay a Footing for
 privete Gratification 5 thys has the Goodnefs of Gon, which fo
. connedted Thingsas to place thofe Truths within the Reach of
g/l, on which, the Happinefs of .4// effentially depends, thus has
1t been counteratted by the Selfithnefs and Perfidy of Man ; and
that Realon, -which Hx beftowed for the Prefervation, has been
_finfully perverted to the Ryin of ms. Creatures, .
. Againft the Subtilty of Falfhood he has given us Reafon for an.
Antidote, and an. irrefiftible one if'we wi// ufe it. From a
~Knowledge of our Species, if we refle&t a little, we can eafily
fee on what "Topics it is mof? likely the Arguer defigns to miflead
us, .and this: will ;put us on our. Gpard, and royze us in the In-
-quiry; thus, an Argument, whofe dire& Tendency is the Ad-
vancement of ‘Powgr, thould call for the miputett Care in
- every Conceflion, becaufe, from'the Frailty of human Nature,
it 1s plain that Power mjuft have many, very many, Advocates,
where plain Truth has not one; we know that Power can give
every Thing that mortal Paffions can defire, and confequently,
. that if any Sophiftry can Be deyifed, it wjll he where, Power is a
Party ;- where an endlefs Variety of Gratifications can be pro-
poled to thofe Paffions, which, alas! we all well know, have too
{irong a Predominancy, in every Branch of human Condu&.-
- 'Thus cautioned, fet Reafon againtt Art, and we may be eafy
. about the Event of the Contefl; but, without this Circumipee-
tion, we muft ever run a Hazard of being impofed on by Words ;
‘and Words we ‘may rely on being attacked with, where Men’s
darling Purfuits are concerned; let the Badnefs or Abfurdity of
the Caufe be ever fo flagrant. = -~ .. ' -

_ We muft not therefore be furptized at the Variety of De-
- fences, withwhich the late reje@ed Preamble has been favoured ;
had it fucceeded, " there would-have been little Pains taken in its
Juftification ; but fince its Fate has been unhappy, and the whole
- Scheme difcongerted, it is but. natural to attempt. fome Pallia-
- tion, to take off the publick Odium from thofe who have fhewn
 themfelves to mno ‘Purpofe, and the public Gratitude from the
much envied Defenders of their Country.  ‘The leaft the Lofers
can have is leave to fpeak. o . SRR :
In all fuch Cafes we do not combat with the Difficulty of the

| ubjed, but the Art of our Antagonift. Wiere the Subject ad-

-~ hered

ti5] .

' liered to; a fe’w Mitutes would difpatch it ; - But be muft bé fol-

owed through all his Labyrinth of Fallacy, and driven out of
L:Ivg:y Subfergfuge, before he tefigns the Caufe;  every fmooth=
founding Sentenice he can form, ‘interfperfed ;wxfh ;fo@sgccgﬁ: :
onal Words relativé to the Matter in Difpute, is, with him, dnd

his -prejudiced Advocates, an Argument; and thould you grow

tired of confuting Abfurdity, he applauds himfelf as Victor, and
clofes his Jargon in Triumph. =~ S .

"This feems the Cafe ‘with previdus Confent s a- Dp@ring'now
almoft -as notoriots as Tranfubflantiation ; v1‘nﬂ;ca‘te_cll' b‘y the
fame Species of Reafoning, with as much Zeal, . and pretty equgl ,
Succefs. 'Words; indeed, have been’ neatly put: together, for
thofe to fpeak with, who. before were devoted to minifterial Mea~.
fures;- and T have héard an Otdtor of this Clafs, after getting
the” greateft Part of the CoNsIbERATIONS by H’eaft, exult in
his Fluency over a very fenfible Man, who had never dreamed
of confidering a plain Subjedt; in o’ refined a‘nd-co‘mpl}ga_@d a
Light. ~ This is-all the beft Covering for a bad Caufe can.pof-
fibly artive at ; ‘and a Party;. who never before even pretended -
to have any Thing # fay for themfelves, may be glad. of this
Bettering of ‘Condition. ~ Whether the Voice of the Nation,

| {peaking in Addrefles from €very 7%'&1.&8?, ari‘d\avowivpg a Scbeme
| of Conduc? upon future Ele€tions, mighit not ‘have contributed

to force  them out of their former ‘Taciturnity, is pretty eafy to
fee. 'This Point was full as unjuftifiable; tay, much miore o
thatt any other Step they had ‘faken ;- but it was meceffary to' de-
fend it becaufe it had failed; arid the People were in axF lammie 5
and it was thoughit feafible; as the Nature of it gave a Coleur for
making it a parliamentary Myftery, lrjtellligx_ble: only to a few
Adepts, and to be received implicitly by the Public, as by them .
taught and delivered. -~ e o
But let not my Countrymen be impoefed- on; there is not-a
Man among thém, of ‘a commonly-informed Underftanding,
but may fully cothprehend the Queftion, and, witha liftle At

] tention, fee through the whele Chain of Fallacy, that has beeri

made ufe of to miflead their Judgménts; in relation to this Tranf-
action, and the Defigns of its Promioters, and (according to thé

‘Phrafe, and ‘thé Inténtion, of the CONSIDERATIONS) to gudét.

the Fears and Apprehenfions of the Pesple, until a more fortunate
Occafion prefents itfelf for finally effeCting them. = - o
The principal Art made ufe of for this Purpofe, has beeh that" -

which, it every Itiftance, has been the Refuge of Falfhood ; ‘the
~ ufing of Words without determining their Meaning, from

whence thé Aigiers take Liiberty of tfing them in differeit

.........

"Senfes, at differént Times; andy by keeping the Word always -
“wide; Alip in‘¢évery Ided that can poflibly ferve the O_c_caﬁo‘n. o
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B This has beén' the principal Art ; for I cannot give the Name

~of Ar¢ to that:Species of Argument which fills the Bulk of the

- Performances in favour of the Preamble, I mean the laying
-+ down undeniable Premiffes, and drawing the moft foreign”and
.abfurd Corniclufion. . A Caufe is hard preffed when thus defended.

« In a Difpute wherein we.are a/l prefumed to be concerned, we -
have furely a Right to infift on the Expulfion of bard. Words, and

the Subftitution of fuch as are, in their Import, quite clear and
determinate to all.. The Aftutia Politica is built on technical Phrafe
and this Rule fhould be therefore more carefully obférved. ’
- -Let the honeft and intelligent Reader take the following State
of the Cafe in plain Englifb; it. will not long detain him, nor
need he be deep-read to decide it; on the contrary, I will ven-

- - ture to anfwer, . that he will not need one Argument to help him .

-in his Determination: . Nor will the hardieft Court-Advocate

“fay itis not exally juff; for there is not an Article of it but |

they have,” in.fome Part of their Performances, confefled.

.- 'TheKing is at the Head of the State; put there for the Benefit
of the People ;. for the fame Purpofe is he invefted with the Office’

~of laying out the public:Money, which is raifed out of the Pockets
pf the Feople, by the Means of their Reprefentatives;  this is ab-
Iolutely neceflary, becaufe thefe Reprefentatives cannot, in the

- Nature of Things, be always affembled ; but the King is always

at the Helm, and therefore is the fitteft to become an Agent for
the People; and a Truftee for -the laying out the public Wealth

for the public Advantage; as the Reprefentatives of the People,

. hpwevey,-:-ai‘e juftly fuppofed to be adequate Judges whether the
-Money they: raifed has been applied to its proper Purpofes, and,

at_the fame Time, to have the higheft Right to inguire, the
-~ public Accounts are laid before them when they meet again, and |
: - ... their Approbation or Difapprobation fixes the Propriety or Ims-

- propriety of the Application, .

-+ 'This will not be denied to be the gen‘eir‘al' .Stafe‘_ of thlsBranch |

of our Conftitution the Author of the CoNsIDERATIONS, in-
.- deed, denies that the Accounts. are laid before the Parliament
for .their Approbation, and that. the Commons have any Right
to call for'them in #bat Senfe; but as he has prudently thought

fit to recant in his fecond Pamphlet, this latter Part of his Doc-

trine, and gracioufly to indulge them in this Right, his other
Affertlop, though it were true, would make no manner of Dif-
ference in the Queftion before us, e o

. ‘Now as to the particular Circumflance which produced this
Queftion:* The public Expences had fo far exceeded the Pro-

“duce of the ‘Taxes, as to make it neceffary for the Parliament,

“to borrow different Sums of Money, from private Perfons, at In-
tereft, and to pledge the public Faith for the Payment. | In fome

‘Time the Produce of the Taxes fo fwelled as fo leave an Over- |
’ ' - ‘ plus

- Gonfent being.obtained. . =~ !

fr ]

| plus in the T'reafury after all the public Purpofes, FOR WHICH.
| thefe Taxes were granted, had been anfwered. 'The Treafury,

| every one knows to be the’ puBLIc CoFFER, into which the
| Money, raifed-off 'the People,  is brought, and to which the
| ' King, ‘as the great public Officer, has recourfe, when he is to

 apply this Money for the public Service. = -

-'As a' Redundancy of the People’s Money was thus fou\hd, by |

People would have done for themfelves; to wit, to getrid of a'

_heavy Intereft, and pay their Debts when they were fo well able
t todo it: The Redundancy in the "T'reafury could not therefore
- be fo.well difpofed of, as in the Difcharge of the public Debt.

- 'Thee Form judged moft advifable for doing this was an A pf'

their Reprefentatives, at their coming together, and the People
| were paying Intereft for:a confiderable Sum, it was natural and
| “equitable for the Reprefentatives 'to do for the People; “as the

Parliament, to which, of Confequence, the King becomes &

Party. - -

ver bad been or could be concerned in it, farther than, as the

what was neceffary, and give up his Accounts to the Public, whofe

Conflitution, to-make him a Party in the Difpofal of this Super-
fluity, and thereby to allow him.a Negative on the whole
Scheme,. fhould he pleafe to exert it. ' : R

~'This, however, 1s not thought' fufficient ;
give his Affent to the Bill, he muft not only be put on an'egual
Foot with the Reprefentatives of the People, awhofe Money this
was, but he muft be put on a fuperior Foot; they muft not pre~
fume even to bring in a Bill for difpofing of their own Money, to

| - the Difcharge of their own Debt, until they had obtained “Ais
previous -Confent fo to do, nor muft any A& of Parliament pafs
for this Purpofe, without an Acknowledgment of fuch previous

“This is-the literal Fa&, and, had the Fa& béen fuffered to

reft on -its own Merits, more than fuch a plain Difplay would

never have been neceffary. -Reader, if you are not ablind De~
votee of Party, lay your Hand on your Heart, and avow, as
warmly as'you muft feel, the Force of TRUTH ; -the Cafe lies

Now to him, who never had a Property in this Mc‘)néy, who ne- -
“executive Power of the Conftitution, to receive it, and expend -

‘Mongy it was; to bim, 1 fay, one would imagine it a very fuffi- .
| cient Share of Compliment and Juftice, from the Nature of our

he muft -riqt'b’nly v

before” you naked ‘and plain, “unembellifhed and undifguifed 5

and furely-it muft ftrike you in an Inftant that fuch previous Con-
Jent from the Crown'is (at leaft) not neceffary to the People’s

framing a Bill for the Difpofition of their own Money, which.

Bill, when framed; ‘the Crown is at Liberty ‘to refufe,’ and,
¢confequently, to quafh. Is it not-enough that the King thould
: ; C ' S - be
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be made a Jotﬂt Party with, the other two Branches-of the Legif.

lature in .a. Matter entlrely of public Concern..2 . Is this not fuffi-

" cient to keep up the Dignity of the Crown ? But muf} the Par-
~ liament. be -doemed to perpetual Silence, though they thould fee
- the People labouring under ‘a-Grievance of Antereft, and a large
Sum of their Money, at the fame ‘Time, idle in the "T'reafury,
and riot; be at Liberty even to. offer a Bill for their Relief, until
they have obtained Léave for that Purpofe? What Maxxm is

. - therein-our Conflitution that affords a greatér Power to the King,
. - @Ver. the pubhc Money, than to the Reprefentatwes of the Peo-
plel? or wbaz‘ Conftitution. mu[’c it be, in which Juch Power s to be.
foundp Yet,. furely, here'is a greater claimed; anequal one, in
this Inﬁanee, is.coniceded 3, he may refufe his Concurrence, and
thereby ias xeffeétually overfet the. Schente as cither  of the other
Parties can-dg : But why muft his Confent efore,, and his Affent
after, be both ,neceﬁ'ary ? Why. fhould he be invefted with a dou-

- ble Negative s ? It is allowed he may recommend, aa’wfe, and pro-
~ pofe to his People what, in-bis Opinion, is mo{t for their Advan-
tage, and- why may not they be indulged in a Right to propofe
to him what 15, in: their Oplmons,q amoft for .their own- Advantage,
(of which, furely, they -may be fuppofed to be. tolerably well

quialified . to judge) and of prefentmg him a Bill, as the approved [§

Method --of * carrying. thefe: their Sentiments | info.. ExecutlonP
Surely, fuph an -infinite leparlty n /ucb a Pomt _1s ‘not con»
fiftent cither. with the Nature of our Govemment, or. the Eqm-
librium of its refpetive Branches. .
- Whoever will-iconfider this Pomt ever. fo httle a whlle, w1[l
ﬁnd a.Succeffion of Arguments ftarting up in his Mind, and
< vying.with-each .other in the Confutation of fuch : Abfurdtty N
¥f the King has::no Intereft in the public Money but that of a
‘Irzf/}eﬁ or ﬂgent for the. publzc Uﬁ and, of. confequence, is fub-
je&t to. be:called (or, which is zantamount, ‘bis, Officers and Mi-
nifters). to an:Account by the, Reprefentatlves of the People for
the-Application.of this Money, - furely he may, by them, be ante-
cedently direCted in the Apphcatlon of it, more efpecially when
this Direction®is no more than an humble Propofal by Bill which
he is left at Liberty to reject > Surely, by all :the Rules of Nature
- and dommon. Reafon, any Perfon who has a Right to punith 2

Bréach, of ‘Truft when committed, muft have a Right to advife

before-hand: how that Breach of. Tru{t may be avoided, and how
that “Truft. mdy be beft ufed for ‘the Service of hlmfelf the In-
trufter: . But mark the Abfurdity of this Do&rine: . To-day, the
King,: <the People’s Truﬁee, has fuch a Klnd of Domlnlon over
their Meneydntrufted to his Care, that the. Parliament fhall not
offer tothim their Sentiments, in Form of,a Bill, about the Dif-
pofal of it, “(which Blll he may, if he pleafes, re;e&) until they

have
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have obtained his Ieavé for fo domg 5 to-morrovv, ‘the fame Par-
liament, or one Branch of it, fhall, of Right, call for'an Ac=
count of the Difpofal of this Money, examine it with the niceft
Severity, and punifh, cenfure, and impeach, from the loweft to the -
higheft Minifter of the Crown, the neareft and deareft, perhaps,
to the royal Perfon, without the leaft Intimation of Cargfem‘ tor
fo doing, or thinking it at all neceffary to wait for it; a fudden

| - Change with them for the better, this! To-da%r ‘they are as =
| low 4s a Parliament of Paris; to-morrow,. they
in all the Liberty of Britons; -they may cenfure, but not advgﬁz 3

nd themfelves

they may punifb, but not prevent. -

‘Thus, the late Bill would not be fuffered to pafs, withott a -
Claufe ¢ acknowledgmg his Majefty’s prewaus Confent to the bring= -
ing it in 3 fuppofe the Money which was, by-that Bill, intended
to dlfcharge the public Debt, had, on the dropping of the Bill,
been taken out of the T reafury by fome of his Majefty’s Ser- :
wvants, and applied to any private Purpofe, inftead of the public
Service ; certain it is that the very Houfe of Commons, who -

_would not be permitted to propofe an Application of this Money

“until Zeave was obtained, and who incurred the Cenfure of Dif~
affe€tion in general, and fevere Penalties on fome of their Indi-
viduals, for refufing to ackﬁowledge the Neceﬁity ‘of fuch Leave,
this very Houfe of Commons may (by the Nature of our Conftitu=
tion) cenfure, animadvert, and punith thofe who had mifapplied
that wery Money of which they themfelves have been deny’d the
Liberty of even propofing an Application. -

The Conne&ion between the Right of cenﬁtrmg, and the
Right of prop ofing, is fo glaring, that, I believe, the’fmalleft
Share of* Attention will be ftruck with it; and a Tittle Attention

| will fuggeft more, and more ftrongly, in Favour of it, than any

Words can do.  Let the courteous Reader, if he defires to judge
right on this Point, either for the Beneﬁt of himf¢lf or others,
purfue this Connetion, and it will foon lead him to the TRrRUTH;
and lead him fo ﬁeadlly, that no poor Fallacy in Words,” or Ar-
gumeny, will be able to divert him'from the Purfuit. ~ ~

If the Parliament be allowed to know whéther the public

- Money bas been rightly applied, furely they may know before-

band how it may be tightly apply’d, or, at leaft, be capable of
forming not a defpicable Judgment of what may be for the In-
terefls of the’ People’; and if fo, why in the Name of common
Senfe, may they not fpeak t this their Judgment, putitinto Form
of a Bul, ‘and - prefent it to his Majeﬂty, to know whether he
thinks with them, and will concur in' making this their Plan a
Law? 'Or what'is it that can deprive them of this Rngz‘, by
making the Confent; of the Crown prev1ouﬂy nmﬁbry 2 ;

Ca ‘ T The‘
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*The memorable Author of the CoNSIDERATIONS, whé reall

does.not want Sagacity, forefaw that if the Parliament be allowed

" a Right of calling for the public decounts,' all the World would fee
that they muft have a Right to propefe an Application of zhe public
Mongy, and, therefore, cunningly.enough, chufes to lop off this
‘Right,  though he generoufly indulges them in the Right of

~ - punifhing. Mifapplications ; -that is, Mifapplications may be

punifhed when they can be found out, which never caz be, be-
caufe the Means of finding them the Parliament have no Right
to look'into, " I fhall point out, by and by, the Places.where
in the plaineft Terms, he has deny’d the Right of Inguiry. ’

- As the.Quettion ftands in its original State, I believe an inge-

- nuous Mind would never be able to divine, where the leaft pof-

»ﬁl_)le ,Co,lour. could be found, for main,fain,ing .any other Doc-

- trine, than what thus fpontancoufly prefents itfelf ;" but nothing

© -1s impervious to Art, Art, rendered ftill more fagacious by In-

~Zereft; and accordingly a Defence of the Neceflity of previous

- Confent was framed, and moft induftrioufly propagated ; butfuch |

2 Defence, furely, no Caufe was, ever blefled with, We muft,

however, obferve that, en the Queftion in the Houfe, no one- -

- Argument appeared to be the ruling Mative of the Advocates for
the Preamble, but a different one was ftarted by every Man who.
Ipoke in its Favour; they had all however, without Dolubt,A fome
Principle to a& on, and it required fome Leifure, indeed, to
make-Reafons fit to appear in Public, SR
Though great Allowances are to be made, for the Confufion
of Mind which muft attend a Di,fa_ppointmeni: in- a darling
Scheme,. and the Panic occafioned by popular Outcry; yet is it
not 2 little furprifing, that fome among the Party could pot have
‘Prefence Qf ‘Mind to forefee the Confequences of attemptingé
D.efenge 19f a Meafure fo rotten, that'it could not be fupported,
without making free with fome of the Pillars of our.Conflitu-
tion? Suchan Attempt neceffarily, as it has done, muft.alarm
the People more than ever, becaufe it difplays the true Nature
and Tendency of the Doftrine; hut to patrenjze and avow fuch
2 Plan feems to be the very Height of Temerity, Every Senti-'
lme_:nt.contam’ed in it, comes from hence authorized to us, as the
Principle which a&tuates its Patrons; and if every fuch Senti-
ment.ﬂlgu, on Examination, appear to correfpond with the reft
of their Conduét, my Reader will allow it to co-operate in pro-
ducing Convition. ~ - e
"Then, to the ConsiDERATIONS; thofe modern Inftitutes,
whence every {maller Penman has taken his Subje& of Para-
Phra,ﬁ; ;1 quld :give__,any Length of Time, to a Man-who had
* not reqd t};exp, for guefling, what Article of the Cafe, -as I above
- fated it, this much celebrated Writer has chofen for his Argu-

ment; -
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| 'mént; thy indeed, the grand Article wh,,ich. forms the Confi- -

tation of all 4is Dodtrine, and, at-the ‘fame Time, the Happi-
nefs of our Conflitution; to wit,. that the King is, by ‘his;Stationy

the TRUSTEE for expending THE MONEY OF. THE PUBLIC. - .

If the Reader has not feen this Book, he will, doubtlefs, ftare . ;

at what I tell him ; yet the Faét is fo, and the wholé Argument .
of the CoNsIDERATIONS (or rather the infthuated Inference,. for
he hardly attempts to proveit) is this; becaufe the King is, by the -

Nature of his Station, employed by the People to lay out their,

Money for their Service, and this Money is,. for this Purpofe, |
put into his Hands, that he may have it in his Pewer fo to lapit -

out, that therefore the People muft not, after it is once put into

his Hands, prefume even to {peak their Minds by Bill, humbly - ]
offered for his  Approbation, about what appears to them toibe the - : - - g
beft Method of applying Part of ‘it “for their own Benefit; until |

they have obtained Legve from him for fo doing.

- 1If this be not the plain Erglifh, and Sum total, of all the = .
Learning and fine Language in his- Book, I will give up the

- Caufe. - Let my Reader run through it, and he will fee: Every

one, it is true, has not Attention or Leifure enough to difen-

gage it from the Difguife it is muffled in; and on this the Au~

thor prefumed: But if the Reader finds this to be really: the
tarys and, if defigned, fora good or a bad Purpofe? - =~ ..

"The chief Art he makes ufe of is, the laying all the Strefs.of
his Proof upon that Part of the Argument which every one will
allow him without any Proof at all; to wit, that the King is,

by the Nature of our Conftitution, the Agent, or Truffee, for

laying out the Money of the People for their Service; or, as
he chufes to phrafe it, ¢ ‘That the Tru/? of applying the Money.

¢ given by Parliament to the Crown, without any fpecial Ap-

s propriation, is, by the Laws and Conftitution of  this King-
¢ .dom, wvefled in the Crown for public Services?’ , Thefe two
Manners of wording will, I prefume, be allowed to come juft
to the fame "Thing, as the TRusT, the effential Idea, is exprefly
‘mentioned in bis, — Yet, who does not fee into the poor little
Art with which he varnifhes this fimple Sentiment, in order to

make it Jook as like as pofible to the. Thing which he wifhes, yk_:tr 7
“dares not affert it to be! 'The Word given, though joined toa
Truf?, may look to fome People as a Gif?, and what is vefled in

the Crown may feem to imply the Idea of Property,

To prove this Truft, had to him thefe feveral good Confe- . .
~ quences. Firft, it engages the ‘Favour of a Reader, by fetting
out with a ‘T'ruth to which all muft affent.
if this were the only Point that_requires to be proved, and that.
when it is proved, the Queftion js at once decided. - "Lhirdly, it
. : , tires

Cafe, will he think this monftrous Difguife defigned or in'volzm,-f 8

Secondly, it looksas,




tires the: Attention of the Generality of Readers, before they can
- come:in View of the Point which really wants to be proved,

~Fourthly, it gives' the Opportimnity of hawling in the Hiftory of -

.the public Revenue, the moft defirable Thing for dazling and
_perplexing an ordinary Reader. And, Fifthly, the beft Confe-
quence of all, to-infinuate, by all his Pains, that #his was the

- - Point the ‘Commons meaned to deny by their rejecting the

- Preamble, and that confequently, they intended to firip the

Crown of (what he juftly denominates an ancient Right) the

Right of aling as TrRusTEE for the People, in the Applica-
.~ tion.of their Money for their Service. 'This ferved to promote
- the Infinuation, ‘which has been propagated both on this and the

other Side of the Water, of ‘their being a&tuated by Difaffection,

and mature for Rebellion.

 How fair, how" honeft, fuch a Proceeding! How ingenuous .

 the Advocate ! How found the Caufe!

‘My Reader will obferve, that his prolix and important Differ-

tation on the feveral Kinds of public Revenue proves nothing,

even by his own Confeflion, but that all thefe Revenues are
granted to the King, or (in a fafer and: lefs equivocal Phrafe) put
- intd his Hands, merely for the Service of the Public; fome in Per-
petuity,-and others from Two Years to Two Years. =
- And, oncefor all, I muft caution him againft being deceived
by the Words, granted to the Grown, which this Author ufes’in
Ambiguity through his whole Work. It can mean no more, on
this Oceafion, - than lodging the "T'RusT, putting it into the Power
- of the King to receive it from the People, that he may bave it in bis
Power to'lay it out for their Service. Without fuch a Grant the
Money could: never be raifed, nor could he difcharge his-Office
- of conflitutional Truflee.. 'This let my Reader bear-all along in
Mind.  The Author dares not avow any other Definition of it.
"Then he proceeds to heighten the Parade, by demanding why
the King’s Letters are obeyed at the Treafury, if he has not zhe

- Right’ of Application? 'The King bas the Right of Application,

but it is-a Right for the Ufe of which he is ever accountable to the
People, a Right of applying their Money for their Service ; and
not an abfolute; uncontroulable Right of applying it as he pleafes,
fuch as attends on the Nature of privaTe ProrErRTY. 'This
too my Reader muft remember in every Page he reads of the
CoNSIDERATIONS, where the word Right is carefully made ufe
of in an ambiguous Senfe; and confounded with-Pswer: 'The
Crown has,” by being intrufled; -a’ Power of mifapplying the pub-

lic Money, but no Right;  it'is of the nature of a 77uf# to inveft’
CaPower of dbufen -

“"The Reafon theh is ‘p_Iéiri WB}; thefe Letters are obeyed; be-

caufe, as hie fays himfelf, the. King has this (/imited) Right of
e e ’ e ' Application’s

. L= S
Anplication s this Obedience proves that he ‘vbtff,,.;and i? th.e;n,at urll
jégfli}eqlienc,e of his baving it. ’Sure‘_ly,_ If I intruft a Man to ma-
nage my Money which is locked up in my Ghef?, 1 muft alfo in-

cuft him with: the Key that he may get at it 3 but will my-giving
g::n the Key imply, {h'at I.do.any Thing more than inéruff him £
1f not, why need the Circumftance of the Key be fo much infifted ~
on, when 1 am ready to acknowledge the 77422 Allhis Zeal in-
Support. of thefe Letters leaves us therefore juft .Wheg_e we were,
and confitms what we had, confefled long before his. Book was .

thought of, to wit, That; by the Nature of our Conflitution, the

© King bas the Right of alling as TRUSTEE for the Feople, in re- -

civing and expending, for their Ufe, the Money _-razfgd,qu; of their
Pocke;‘b: by ﬂid};)oritygof{;arliamm; 5. and that, in the ﬂat,urgfl Ga?;, «
fequence of fuch "TRUST, be z‘f{ez:er,.ea,aaazfntab‘le(" to them far bf;j Dif-
cl}zzrgevcjf- it, and the Application of their Moneyﬁbm cam,mzt(ed*ta
bis Care. el Do
Who his Adverfaries, on this Point, can be,I really d-of}::t
know 3 if he ever met with any, they are moft ,d'lfmally unin-.
formed ; for, one of the firft Things we are taught to know is,
that the:King is the firft Magiftrate, the gr_and.,’Qﬂicer of the
State, and the Head of the executive Power ; but we are alfo

* taught to know that every Magiftrate, every Offficer, every ,t’{fc’ﬂ(-f
" tive Power; notonly implies, but is totally founded-on 4 Truft

repofed for: the. Good of the Society 5 - for the Service of that were
they: ‘originally conftituted, but:to promote #/s Welfare they.
would never have exifted, and to 7z muft they-be -ever anfwer=-
able for the Manner in which they -exert their delegated Authos
.' );.!\.1711 this the Author knew as well as any one, but it was con-

venient to -mi/'iak\é,; the real Point of Argument was:to-be flurred

" over, and a falfe one pompoufly infifted on,: that the Houfe of
- Commons might appear to_have astacked the royal Prerogative, *

by denying that 77/ in the Crown which he:takes fuch indefa~
tigable Pains to evince. 7 o T el
‘One principal Purpofe of this Book s, t,g»lgc,-}_l_lcat,_e 1 fqm;
Maxims which, though effential to fupport his main Doélrine,
are too grofs. for the People of  this Ifland as yet to digeft, he

" forefaw this in fome Sort, and has .therefore.dreflfed them out

with Care,. in-order to difguft as little as poflible.- ;‘Thusj he Wiu
not, in plain. Terms, affert, thatthe:Money raifed from :the
People, for public Ufe, is zhe l?ﬁo;?er{y «of he ;LCno;wn,’ yet it is
palpable that he implicitly aflerts it in ;glmoﬁ; ievery. Page 3 _ and;
indeed, he wasunder a Neceflity of doing .fQ,,to':fupport\the Doc-

- trine of previous Confent. .

But of his Art in this Way I have fpoken before; what

ftarted it to me now, was his oftentatious Manner of infifting zn-
0 -~ - ‘ t c
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- bt‘he ’Authrit}}_bf thé King’s kLettets ; he would plainly‘ giifé'them :

. - by Infiniation the Air of abfo/ute, and make an ordinary Reader
~ imagine, that the King muft have fome Kind of Property in
Money which he can'thus fend for.whenever be pleafes ; but furely
the meaneft: Capacity muft fee, ' that to inveft him with-a Truf,
without ‘giving him. fuch a Pswer, - would be downright Non-

)

to“apply it according to his 7ruff; ‘and the beft-Method of doing

fo with Eafe: to- himfelf,. and ‘Security to the Treafury Officers -

the legal Vouchers for ‘their Juftification. -

" " who have the Charge of it, is by fending his Lesters, ‘which are
- Numberlefs other little Shifts and Evafions, in the Courfe of
- this® Pamphlet, I'pafs over, as:they -would fwell my Letter too

much ; -my Reader,: will, however, very eafily dete& them, if
. -he will conftantly, “during the Perufal, keep in his Eye that one
- grand Circumftance of #be Truf?; let him never lofe Sight of it,
- nor admit any orie Maxim that is riot: ftritly confentaneous to its

. Nature. 'This fingle Idea decides, indeed, at once the whole .

- Difpute, and.is aninfallible Antidote againft a]l the Fallacy that
has been: devifed by the minifterial Advocates. I fhall, there-
fore, detain him aslittle as poffible.: - S

-~ Our Author has thus proved the Truft, and we allowed it be-

. fore it was“provéd. * But what is' become of previous Confent 2 1
believe nobody fees it- in Company with the Traf; I fancy, if
we look a little farther, -we fhall fee it with its infeparable Com-
panion,’ privaté Property. ~ 3 2 Dol

- -If ‘it-does not refult from ‘the Nature of a Truf}, the Consi-
- DERATIONS have laboured to no Purpoufe; he does not preténd

_to prove that it deés, " through' the whole Courfe of his Book, ex-
- cept in his‘'3gth Page; this is; ‘confequently, the only Place for

7eal Argument in ‘the Performance; for the grand Article to be’

~ proved.is, that BECAUSE the King is the People’s 'TRUSTEE, that
P sy g : s

ING, by Bill, any Application of their own Money. ;

‘This, therefore; is a tough unpliant Word; “our. Author

thought fo, -and could not fpare more than feven: Lines upon it,
which are thefe'; ¢ If fuch Truft be in the Crown, ‘the King’s
¢ ‘Confent "is -nieceflary previous to pupLiC DELIBERATIONS

““’on. the Application’; otherwife fuch Deliberations thereon
¢ might lay the Crown under gréeas Difficulties, and. be attended
v~ “ with bad Confequences to Gevernment.”” © Here are the feven

Lines which contain all the Proof that could be invented to fup-
port this much contefted Doétrine; on the Strength of thefe is

the whole to be decided, and the moft loyal Set of Subjeéts that

ever a Monarch had,
‘on his Prerogative. :
EE ' It

fenfe; he ‘muft have a Power of getting at the Money, in order

e it A A e e

THEREFORE bis Confent is necéffary to their even RECOMMEND-

-muft be conviéted of an illegal ‘Attempt

Ifany Man in- the Community, with'a Head reafonably free
from Dulnefs, and a Heart from. Prejudice, will allow, .that
this thort Sentence, comipofed entirely of Words of a very vague
and undeterminate Meaning, or, rather, witheut any at all, is
a fatisfactory Proof, and a- firm Foundatien for this mighty Su-.
perftructure, I.give up the Argnment.. - RN

-~ I'do not find that this Point, this Proof of negeflary Cona-
nexion between a Truft and- previeus Ganfent, has been infifted
on by the Followers of our Author, except ‘by the florid Haber-
dafber 5 a Gentleman wha has taken it in hisHead to ape tbe Dra-
pier; as like himin his Abilities as his-Caufe, and in the Popu-~ -
larity he affelts, as-like him as'in either. With the reft of his

- {mall Brethren, however, he has contrived to write g new Book’

by a Change of Phrafe, -and is, indeed, the moft faithful Inter-
preter of the CONSIDERATIONS that we have. -~ =~

- He, indeed, venturesto go a few: Lines farther on ﬁhls Point,
but ftill carefully keeping his 7ex# (above:quoted) in his Eye. If
the Reader thinks-it worth while, he may find the Place I mean
in Page 23 and 24 of the fecond Letter. The Sum of it is,
that, fhould the People have a Right to propoefe any Application
of their Money to the King, their Truftee, witheut his previous
Leave, they may happen, by fome Chance or other, to do fo
exadtly at the Time, when he was op the Point of ?pplYlglgf this
“very Meney to {fome important public Service; ‘which may hap-
pen to be of fo nice 3 Nature, that he could not divulge it with»
out, perhaps, ruining the State ; ‘hence he would be under.a
Neceflity of rejeéing their Propofal without giving them any
Reafon, -and this may incur the public Refentment.  Befides, g
wicked Parliament may make fome fiuch Propofal on Purpofe to
draw him into this Didlemma. -~ - - "~ RS
. There feems fuch a Faintnefs in this Attempt at an Argument,
and fuch an Air of Defpondency in the Inventor of it, that it is

i almoft cruel to attack it. - But, as it comes eriginally from the

ConsipeErATIONS, it fhall have a Word or two.” o .
In fome very rare Cafes it may happen, that ;thQCrown\may

be ingaged in “Tranfalions not proper to divulge, az the Time,
even to the Parliament, but wery rarely, indeed, can fuch an
‘Occafion occur, with refpe@ to the particular Interefts of this
Kingdom; ftill more rare muft fuch a Cafe be, if this thould
happen juft at the very Nick, when the Parliament might pro-
pofe anotber Application of this wery Money, and no Fund be
found fufficient to anfwer both : How often, in a thoufand Years,
fuch a Concurrence of unlucky Circumftances may be met yntb,
I fhall not.now attempt to computes; but I fear that few will
be got to believe, that fuch a framed: Poffibility is a Reafon ftrong
&nough to cut off from the -Par%zmen‘t.-.allv&ighﬁ of deliberating
' N . N g on




T26]

on the Application of the People’s Money, without previous Coz-
- fent from he Crown. .
"happen, is not the Remedy very eafy? Surely a good King
~ (dire&ted by good Minifters) and an affectionate Parliament, could
~ never difagree upon it between fuch a Confidence muft ever

Jubfift, that could, in an Inftant, difperfe the moft unlucky
-Combination of Incidents that can be devifed ;- and, ina Cafe
" like this, muft banifh every Shadow of Difficulty ; the King has
2 Scheme on Foot for the public Benefit, which, in its Nature,
requires Secrecy ; the People humbly approach with their Ad-
vice on the Difpofal of that Share of their Money, which is
deftined for the Completion of - this Scheme ; - a Propofal does no
Harm, and the King, in fuch a Cafe, might, and muft refufe
‘his Concurrence, without divulging the Particulars of his Plan:
"Their Experience of his former Conduét, and continued Care
of their Interefts, muft furely prevent every the leaft ‘T'endency
+0 Uneafinefs or Diftruft ;- and befides, all fuch Secrets can be
but temporary, and the Application lies ever open to their Scru-
- tiny. A mott delicate and vapourith Being indeed muft be the

Genius of Government, to be fcared out of its Abilities, and -

perplexed in the Difcharge of its Office, if rur PEOPLE, whofe
Welfare ought to be the fole Objet of its Concern, thould ap-
proach uninvited to offer their Opinion. R

Thus far to the firft Part:of this Argumen’cr-v;« his fecoﬁd is
built on what a bad Parliament may do;  this Matter I will not

conteft with him, but, on the contrary, would be glad to know '

what a bad Parliament may not do; f{urely there is not a Branch
of their Privileges which they may not pervert at their Difcre-
tion, either to diftrefs their Sovereign, or betray their Confti-
tuents ; but can this be a Reafon for depriving them of thefe
Privileges? oris it poffible to contrive a human Syftem of Power
not liable to Abufe 2 ‘ . T

The fame Gentleman’s own Words immediately after (alfo
badly copied from the CONSIDERATIONS) will do well enough
on this Occafion; “ As well on tlie fame Principle may we
¢¢ argue againft all Kinds of human Government, becaufe, in
¢ the Hands of whatever Men Power is lodged, there a Pofli=
¢ bility of Mifapplication muft be admitted. The Debate,
¢ therefore, is not about poflible Abufe of the Power claimed ;
% an Abufe not even to be prefumed at prefent.  The only Confi-
#¢ derations of Moment to us in this Matter are— Is. there fuch
¢ 2 Power eftablithed? does this Eftablithment naturally ‘tend

- ¢ to the national Profperity ?? o D
If then this Right of humbly offering their Opinidns, about
.the Application of their own Money, be by the Rules of Nature,
and -our Conflitution, inherent in the Reprefentatives
: . ’ L : . P e OPl C,’

But fuppofing this ftrange Affair fhould

of -the

- fo doing.
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People, and thit it be; in its dire&t Tendency, falutary to the -
Society, as the Liofs of it muft be'deftruétive, no Poffibility that
they may, at fome Time or another, pervert it to a finifter
Purpofe, can be 4 fufficient Argument for  taking it from them:
Indeed; it:happens a little unluckily for the Author, that there

is not a fingle Article of parliamentary Privilege which may not
with -much more Eafe than this, -be miade ‘an Inftrument of dif~ -
trefling the Crown; and the Reafon is plain; becaufe #bis is the
bumbleft, the leaft énergic, of all Rights;; it-amounts’ to nothing
more than a Liberty of Opinion ; a Right that in itfelf can.never
hurt the Crown, nor can. the worft Intention give ‘it a noxious
Quality, without the Concurrence of a numberlefs “Train of
Fatalities, which never did, nor hardly ever can, exift. .. - '

- But' turn thé: Reverfe, deprive us of this Right, this humble
Right, and wha# do we become ¥ "'Then, indeed, the ‘worft of
Confequences glare upon the Eye, and fright the free-born Soul
from a Do&rine. teeming with Evils; no Contingencies, no pof-
[ible Abufe: Abufe implies a Contraft,  implies a Benefit refulting
from»vth_e fame Source ‘through a different Channel. - But inveft .
the Crown with a Right of prohibiting the Subjet’s propofing an
Application of the national Wealth, and nothing can: enfue but
‘one uniform Series of Mifchiefs. to - the People, without one po/=
Jible Advantage.to them;. or one Particleof Digpnity to the 16104
narch, confiftent with the Nature of 2 FREE GOVERNMENT.

If then we agree with the Author of the CoNSIDERATIONS,
that to indulge the People, in this Right, may e attended with
bad Confequences to GOVERNMENT, 'we muft underftand that
Kind of G——t which, .it_is too ‘probable, he had chiefly in his
Eye when he invented the Doctrine; that G——t which fo
furioufly attempted the Meafure, and fo induftrioufly. difperfed
his Book ; to fuch a'one,. indeed, #bis Right, and, I fear, fome
others, muft be very difagreeable. . . . .. ioihe o

' 'That a Neceflity of previous Conféent can never be the ‘natural

Refult of a Tfuﬂ is, therefore, not to be denied; -its moft cele~
brated Advocates have no where prodiiced even a Shadow of a
Proof that it is3 and this is the true Reafon why all their. Pains -

. have not effected a Particle of Conviétion, nor, in any-Sort,.
sabated that honeft Fervour among Tre PeorrE, which'they
“were fo induftrioufly: calculated to ftifie. -No Man, in his Senfes,

can.be brought to think, that becaufe a Perfon is intrufled, in
genéral, with the"Money of others, to be laid out _for their Ufey

. that therefore the Perfons, who intruft him, can have no Right,

even to propofe an Application of any Part of this their Money,
until they have previoufly obtained :Leave from the T'ruftee for
‘There could not be two more unlucky Ideas joined
together, than a Tru#fl, and 4 gécgﬂity of fuck Qonfent ;5 they are,

m

)
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in' their Natitre; as ‘incongruons as Fire and Water, not will
the greateft Art be ever able to‘extract one from the other.

If a Neceflity of previous Confent bé mnot then the natural
Growth of a Truf}, it is eafy to fee of wbat it is the natural
Growth; and this will, I believe, lead us, at the fame Inftant,
to a View of the grand Spring which aGuated this whole Pro-
ceeding; which produced the furious Effort, and the implacable
Refentment. -~ From hence too arife the Juftification and 'the
Merit. of thofe, who, at every Hazard, withftood the infidious
Meafure. e
ABsoLUTE, PRIVATE PROPERTY, in the Perfon whofe pre-
vious Confent is thus neceffary, will' be found, without long
Search, to be the only Bafis on which this Do&irine can be built,
Every..liberal minded Man will think thaty while he cofitinues
to hold a Ptoperty in his Money, he muft ever retain with it a
Right of fpeaking bis Mind about the Application, though ano-
ther Perfon may have the .Pofféeffion of it for bis Ufe. This is
the laft Privilege that can be parted with, nor can it, indeed,
be refigned until the Property goes out of him. Take this away,

and what becomes of the very Idea of Properiy ? It is inftantly . i

fled ;. for this is its very Effence, Life, and Spirit: Thereis a
- Reverence effentially aftending on’ its very Nature, which in-

 titles a Man by the eternal Law of Nature to this Prerogative,

and we find accordingly an”univerfally nnate Pride that afferts
the Claim; and rifes againft every Attemipt to deprive us of it.
<. On -the. othér . Hand. where the Properiy :and -Poffeffion -are

lodged together, wunincumbered with any T'rRuswT, there, AND

THERE ALONE, the fame great Law of Nature makes it abfo-
lutely neceffary, ‘that previous Gonfent be: had,. from the Proprie-
tor, beforeany other Perfon on Earth can, with Juftice or De-
coruin, entér.into any Deliberation, or make any Propofal,’ re-
lative to the Difpofition of this his PRepERT Y fuch a Condui&
wouldrbe “an’ Invafion ron. its facred Reverence, and the {ame
honefk Pride would take Fire at the Infolefice. SR

If the Nature of a Truf? does not make a Neceffity for previ-
ous-Conferit, then to acknowledge fuch a Neceffity would. be to
go beyond the Nature ‘of ‘a-Truft; a Grant, not implying a
Trufty: minft be a Gif7, an uncontroulable: Gifts there “is ‘no

Mediuin 5 you ftep inftantly out of one into the other ; a Grant

made to a Perfon mufls be either to. bis Ufey o moty if niot,

then fo fome_other Ulfe, and fo becomes a. 'Truft; here:is-‘a

Grant made to the King,. and previous Confent, is, it feems,
infifted ‘'on as, fome Way or other, -the neceffary ' Confequence
of -ithis ‘Grant ; if then it partake not of, ibut be totally ncon-
fiftent with, ‘the Nature -of one Senfe of the ‘Grant, it muft,
doubtlefs, be the neceflary Confequence of the o#her Senfe 5 ‘that

15
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Is, if we cannot be brought ‘to believe that it is neceffary to the
Nature of a'Truff, we muft fee that its infeparable Inference is
alg/oluteProperty. S : LTS
If, candid and honeft Reader, you defire .to poffefs the
TruTH, follow this Clue, and you will find 7¢ in fuller Luftre
than a Pen can pi€ure it. 'Among other Things, you will fee; .
that if the Money in the Treafury, had been the private Pro-
perty of the Crown, uncharged with any Truf; and the King
had offered it to. be applied- by A& of Parliament: to the publi¢
Service of difcharging the national Debt, :the rejeted Preamble
would, in.every Phrafe, have. been as ftrong an Acknowledg-
ment of his private Right in the Money, and of his Condefcen~
fion. in fuffering it to come under'a Parliamentary Difpofal for
the public Service, as the Dignity of the- Crown and the Great:
nefs of the Adtion could require.  Read over'the Preamble, and
it will ftrike you — Should it then be admitted-where the Moriey
was our own ¥, With what View. was it fo-zealoufly puﬂied for?
What:Inferences would have been eftablithed had- it fucceeded?
Should the. fame Form be:made ufe of in the ‘Application of
the People’s Money, -which would: have been fufficient had it been
the King’s 2+ Is there, - can.there be, the leaft Shadow of a Reafon
for putting both on the fame: Footing ¥~ And miuft not fuch 3 -
Condu&t effetually break:down: the Barrier of Diftin@ion be-

| tween: them, and thereby:give a Colour, .an’ irremediable Pre2

text to fofne future: bad Prince; or. a rapacious Minifter 'ﬂf anjp
Time, for-making ufe of that Confufion; and: wafting the Money
of the:People. as the abfolute Property of the Crowa? - @t
- One of the great Excellencies of a Parliamesitary Conflitution;
its greateft under a good King, is this; that the Reprefentatives
of the Péoplé; ‘coming together: from all Quarters, after refiding
among their Conftituents; and having. every the beft Opportu~

- nity of - perfeétly: comprehending both iTHEIR . Interefts and

THEIR Sentimients,. and-from hence being’ qualified, in ‘the

‘l higheft Degree,: to reprefenit-both to their Sovereign, are conz
- fidered 'as the GrAND ‘Councit of the Realm, whofe Opinions

and Advice carry the ‘greateft Authority, and “are genefally, or

rather always,. the Source and” Bafis of thofe Laws, by which
. the Welfare of the People is “promoted and fecured. . "The King

caninot, from his  own mere: Knowledge, be: equally enabled,
and the only drue Method for his Information’is; to liften to: -

. THEM. . Now; it will be.allowed, that, as the public Wealth:

is the Siiew, .the Life, of every public Meafure,  there ‘cannot
come under the Deliberation of a Parliament; an Article nisré.
worthy their Attention, ‘more effential to the public Happinefs;:
than the proper Application of the public Wealth: ‘One (among’
many) bleffed Confequence thereforé of the Deétrine before, us'

. 15,
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is;, the abridging’the: gtand Council of the Realm, of all Power
of a&ling as fuch, in-the moft. important Article ‘that can ever
come before them; they may fee the moft falutary Purpofes re-
tarded, nay, thewhole Nation on the Brink of Ruin, for Want
of Aid from thé pusLIG TREASURE,. yet muft they not prefume
to offer to their -Sovereign’s Acceptance, the Sentiments that
..burn within them on the great Occafion, until they have obtains
ed Leave from him. for {o'doing;: and.for this, they muft often
break through:a-CGrowd of Minifters, who have already. appor-
tioned among -themfelves this.very Money, on which the Pre-
fervation of a PEopLE may depend — And all for what ?. Becaufe
the King was before made a Truffee for the People, ‘to expend
this. Money for their Ufe 5 - or thus, becaufe the King is intrufted
to.a& for the Service' of the Peéople; therefore thePeople can

have noRight to point out to him, by what Method this Service .

may beft be anfwered..... ool o e ,
" 'The ConNsIDERATIONS, indeed, obviate this Inconvenience
by the only- Method: ‘of doing-it, by afluring .us, in. the .18th
Page, that No :ParTt of the Community, BuT the King,. can

judge how the public Service may be-promoted. - His"Words are, - §

«_If the Affirmative be true, [to wit,’ that the King is the aéing
¢ Truflee for. the :People] his Majefty, under that conftitutional
¢ Truff muft bé THE JuDGE of thé.Otcafion, the Time, and the
«_Sumy for he:soLELY has the exécutive Power, aND knows
¢ the various’ Exigences -of Government, and:which.of them
<_ought . to; have. the: Preference. in the -Application.” — And
from hence, indeed, very confiffently, he infers the Neceflity. of pre-
wiots Confent. - On-fuch- Tenets as. thefe; it is manifeft, it can
conly-be founded. 1o o i
_ I fhall not detain you :with any Obfervations on this Pofition,
or its innumerable neceflary Confequences. -~ A Minute’s Reflec-
tion will thew, ~that-it takes awdy every the leaft Trace.of Li-
“berty- out of:our; Coriftitution.: Of what. Nature ‘muft a Pro-
ceeding be, that cannot be fupported:without-Recourfe to fucha
Doé&rine as this?- And what Men muft they be;: what Defigns
muft-they have had,; who, at' infinite. Pdins and Expence, ‘both

- T

endeavoured | the : Completion :of ;. the. Proceeding,.- and: openly
avowed and propagated the Doffring & = © .. =
K L think I
Accounts ;" "This brings. mé to.it. .Dionyfius -has already con-
viGed him,  fo that.I thall dwell the. lefs upon it:: In:thé Para-
graph I lately quoted from his 35th Page, all fuch Privileges
are exprefly cut off under the general Article of puBLIC DELI-
BERATIONS ; :and here we have inideed a .very confiftent Reafon

for it; for, if ..the“King be the only Judge of Athe_jOc"c&a'ﬁon, the

"Time,

- promifed to point out where this Auther demed the
.. Parliamentary Privilege of overhauling-and ‘cenfuring the public
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Time, and the Sum, it is apparent that the Comrons could not;
without the greateft Abfurdity, inquire into the Propriety: of
Accounts,. which are f{uppofed to be grounded upon his Autho-
rity, and dire€ted by his Judgment; and to call for them for
this Purpofe, would be the Height of impudent Stupidity. And
accordingly, he afterward tells. us (as’ Dionyfius has obferved)
that the public Accounts have bBeen ever: brought ‘into Parlia-
ment, not as a Matter of Right to give Room for their Cernfure,
but only as a Direftion, to aflift them in making farther Grants;
that is, though they have not Capacities for applying Money,
they are fagacious enough to raife it for thofe who have. Yet [
really think he muft, of Confequence, cut off alfo this Privilege ;
for a Parliament, in fucha Cafe, would furely follow infallible
Direétion, and they may as well leave it to the fame Infallibility
to act entirely in their Stead. : - SRR

'T'o confirm this Sentiment, that the Parliament can have no
Right to call for the public Accounts, and that they are laid
before them only as a Matter of Afliftance, he tells us in Page
44, That ¢ 'The faying that this is public Money; being given
“ by the Public, and therefore to be accounted for to them, is’

i unfair Reafoning.”” 1If 1 underftand Engli/h, the plain Mean-

ing of this Sentence is this, ¢ It doés not follow, becaufe this-
-% Money was.given by the Public, that thef‘efor@ they have‘a‘n)'?
“ Right to inquire intoits"Application.”” He then: proceeds to

i give his Reafon, ¢ Becaufe the Public have once intrufted the

“ Crown by the general Grant, -therefore, while that Truft.
¢ remains, the Difpofition is in the Crown, fubje&t always to

1 % the Truft.-upon which it was vefted, for the Ufe of the Pub-
| lic.” - Hefound himfelf obliged to gualify this Sentence a little,

or it would have been very confiffent’s but, as it ftands, this is.

. the Purport; ¢ The Crown is not to account for the public
| “ Money to the Public, becaufe the Crown is intrufled ; and the
. “ Difpofition of this Money continues in the Crown, always
. fubje&t to this 7rufl, and yet no Power on Earth fhall in-
| ¢ quire whether this 77u/ is adhered to or not.”” ‘

. For a full Difplay of thefe and. his other principal Fallacies,
| and a true Reprefentation of all his miftated Faéls, and, indeed,
i for the- moft lively Information in every Article belonging to this
| Affair, Irefer my Reader to the inimitable Pamphlet from which
. I have taken my Motto. - = .+ - oo '

What more fhall I fay? er what more js neceffary to be f‘aidv?'

. Surely every Perfon, who thinks at all, will fee, that the Pro-
' ceeding of .our -ever glorious Houfe of Commons in rejeting this
- newly introduced Form, left-the Crown in full Pofleffion of "its’
. awcieNnT Ricur, of being the conflitutional Truftee for the
People, and of every Privilege confequent on that great and

~ honourable
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honourable Relation; nay, it was a f{trong Declaration in
* Affirmance of this Right; for had the Crown not been a Truflee,
~ the Preamble might, and muft, have been admitted. - He will
fee that, by the fame noble and intrepid Step, they refcued the
Nation from a parliamentary Acknowledgment. of ‘A pIscre-
TIONARY DOMINION IN THE CROWN, OVER THE PUBLIC
TrREASURY OF THIs KINGDOM, L
- Who they were that had the Advantages refulting from fuch
an Acknowledgment in their Eye, may eafily be imagined, by
refleGting who they were that were {o a/ffiduous to obtain it; who
FirsT imported the Dorine? -who follicited, .who fawned,
who bribed, ‘'who menaced, to promote it? Who flopped the
public Commerce a whole Week, . to gain "T'ime for Mifreprefen-
Zation onits Defeat, and gave the Rein to every Suggeftion of
difappointed Rage ? Buton this I need not dwell 5 - "

T Betr DESIGNS S
5. indeed,

- Are known'to all Mycenz ; WHO

~ WHo ¢AN HAVE GooD ONES THAT CORRUPTS A Pro-

S PLEY: - :

. It is humbly hoped, that from what has been faid, an An- §
* . fwer inftantly refults to the Queftion fo pomponfly produced by
the “minifterial ‘Advocates, ¢ Whether any, and what, new

« Power could accrue to the Crown from a parliamentary Ac-
¢ knowledgnient of the Neceflity of previous Confent ¥

Tt is evident, that fuch an Acknowledgment would confer on
the Crown a Power unconfentaneous with the Nature of a T7uf!
for the public Service, and, in its neceffary Confequence, inveft
it with an uncontroulable Sway over the ‘Treafury of this King-
dom for ever-more. :
Crown’s ancient’ Prerogative, will, T prefume, be hardly denied.
- 1 fhall detain you no longer on this Head; the concurring
Arguments that pour in to the Illuftration of Truth, have alrea-
dy employed me longer than I defigned, and would do fo till
were I to indulgé them. You will, on:confidering the Subje&,
find its Force increafe on you every.Moment, and with it your
.Admiration, that Men could be hardy or intoxicated eneugh to
infult the Underftandings of a Nation' by attempting :to difguife
it. I have dwelled on this ‘Topic the longer, becaufe (as the
VINDICATION obferves) *¢ the principal Argument drawn
< from Law and: Reafon is,. undoubtedly, the Power of the
<« Crown over the Revenue being but a Truft for puBLIC SER-
“ yIcE, and ftands the foremoft Obje&tion to the Dottrine of
¢« previous Confent.”? S T S

| With

That fuch a Dominion is no Part of the §i
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‘With a few Words from the fame excellent Writer, I fhall
clofe this Part ef my Argument. .~ . B AT
s A private Intereft cannot, by the greateft Art, be extratted
« out of a public Truft; and, confequently, a private Wrong .
¢ cannot grow, by the Public controuling the Truft, which was
< .of its own Creationy and for its own Ufe”. - .o 7
% This feems to be undeniable, - The Conclufion then drawn
“ from the above Premiffes, That when- an Application fball be
“ PROPOSED 0y any Power, the. CONSENT of the Crown muft
¢ bg: PREVIOUS thereto, is abfurd.””: -0~ - .
- ¢ Becaufe,. THE CROWN HATH BUT A TRUST FOR PUB-
Lic SERVICE.” o R T e U S
‘A ftrong and pointed Epitome of ‘all that can be faid on this
“Subje&,- and worthy of a Place in the Head and Heart of every
IrRisg-mMaAN! -0 L C -
- The fame Author, and ‘the REMARKs, have illuftrated this
Topic, with a.Force and Perfpicuity that muft perpetuate them, -
" with- Honour, while a Love of LiBerTy and TRuTH holds its
“Refidence in the human Breatt.. . PURRTE Ry ‘
They have alfo gone minutely into all the Proceedings of Par+
liament that add Force to this Privilege of interfering where the = -
public Money is concerned, and have thewn, 'to Demonftration,
a.conftant Exertion of this Righ#, through a Series of Years, in
calling _for, ‘infpecting; and cenfuring the Applications made of
the public Money, under the general "T'ruft of the Crown, and,
where any Surplus- has remained, after the public Exigencies
“were anfwered, in: carrying over .this Surplus,. of their own
mere. Motion; -to the Service of - the enfuing Two Years, al-
though the-Money: that compofed this Surplus, had been before:
granted to theCrown for the public Service. T :
. 'The Author of the CoNsIDERATIONS is miferably offended
at this; - and, indeed, no Wonder, for it is an unlucky Fas. .
He won’t allow that they applied the. Surplus, but only carried
it in their own Eftimates to the Credit of the Nation, and fo
made the enfuing Grants the lefs. Few, I believe, will -be fa-
tisfied with this Diftinétion; for,. furely, it appears by this their -
repeated Conduét for many Years, that they have:looked:on
themfelves as entitled to meddle with the Money before intrufled
to the King, without afking his Leave, or forbearing on a Poffis -
bility that he might have deflined this Money for fome important fe-

crét Service; they have entered into: many fucceflive puBLIC . |

DrrLiBeraTIONS on this Money without previous Confent, they
have paffed folemn Refolutions. in relation to it as.the Money-of - ‘
the Public, and:have, at different Times, reduced the national
Debt, by making Ufe of fuch Surplufes,,.and- giving Credit for
them to THE NaTION. =~ - s o
R ’ E + The
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" Mhe fame Centlemen have fhewn a Variety of Inftances
where the Commons have pointed out to the Crown fuch Me.

thods, as feemed to them "advifeable for the Application of the

.public Money, that had before been intrufted to the Crown,
and all without a ‘Trace of previous Confent.  ‘That the late Bill
“amounted to any Thing more than an humble pointing out, no-.
body will affirm, as the King’s Affent remained ftill in his own
Hands; this Ufage, therefore,’is confirmatory. of its Propriety
in the higheft Degree, and the fame Doétrine that prohibits the
bringing in a Bill, muft alfo inevitably prohibit an Addrefs, point-
ing out any Application of the public Money, without Leave
firft had from the Crown. S .
The CoNSIDERATIONS have hot fhewn, why the Comnmons
have always thus prefumed to addrefs withott Leave, but they
infift much on the bumble Stile of thefe Addrefles, and infer from
thence, that the Crown has the Right of Application; 7. e. the
' fole, -abfolute, and uncontroulable Right of Application ; in this
Senfe evidently would he reprefent it. - A good Plea would my
Agent have for claiming a Property in my Money, becaufe 1
might have defired that he would pleafe ‘
Sums, - and I .thould be much obliged to him! ~A royal Agent may
farely claim a ftill farther Addition of Complaifance ; the Subli-
mity -of his Station fufficiently’ authorizes and fupports -the
‘Change, without having Recourfe to'a Change of Nature in the
- Subjeé&t.. T R P P ar o
IJ would afk this ‘Author whether, fuppofing that an Addrefs
from the Commons, recommending a falutary Application of
the public Money, fhould, at any time, through the fraudulent
Defigns of fome of the Royal Minifters, ‘be rejeéted by :the
Crown, the Commons, in fuch a Cafe, have not a conttituti-
onal Redrefs againft all fuch Minifters, and every other Perfon,
who might have advifed or affifted in the Rejeétion of their Ad-
" vice ? .If the Affirmative be true, many Confequences. will fol-
low, not very agreeable to his Do&trine ; and, among the reft,
this, that, be the Stile of fuch.Addrefles ever fo refpe€tful, it
confers no Power on the Crown, but that which, by the Nature
of a rREE CONSTITUTION, it enjoys; the Power of acling as an
ACCOUNTABLE TRUSTEE for the People. L Lo
Many things occur in the fame Author’s firft and fecond Per-
formance, that,’ had I Leifure and Room, I might, perhaps,
however unneceffary, be tempted to fpeak to... Every Reader
has obferved how he has left the Vinprcarion in full Pof-
feflion of all the principal Arguments, and
return to thofe untenable lurking Holes,:
powerful Adverfary had driven him.

o | ‘ ~ One

from whence his too

-to_pay. fuch and fuch

‘modeftly forbears to.
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.~ One Circumftance T muft mention, as a Specimen of his de-
plorable Condition: He had, in the CoNsIDERATIONS) produced
an Inftance of previous Confent, being mentioned to. the Houfe by
a Minifter of the Crown, in relation to Lord Bolingbroke’s For-
feitures. ‘T'o overfet this Attempt at a Precedent, the Vindica-
tor quotes the A& of Refumption, and the A&t for encouraging
Seamen; both infinitely ftronger, efpecially 'the latter; yet,
who would think it? ‘This Author, in his Reply, aflures us,
ihey are nothing to the Purpofe, however bis own may be: And -

' why? Becaufe they are not exadly parallel ;- becaufe they did

not relate to the national Debt: Nay, he condefcends to grow
- facetious on the Occafion, and throws the Pindicator into a ter-
rible Dilemma. 1 need not point out to the Reader how power-
fully thefe two laft quoted Precedents operate as: Arguments a
fortiori : Surely if the King’s previous Confent be not neceflary
where his acknowledged Right is concerned, it cannot be deemed
neceflary where the Right is, by no means, an acknowledged
one. But, as to the Confiderer’s Precedent, we do not find, by
that, or the others he produces, that the Neceflity of this previous
Confent was folemnly acknowledged in the Aéts of Parliament. If
fo, they are nothing to our Point, which folely relates to a Par-
liamentary Acknowledgment : 'For every one may fee, that a Ser-
vant of the Crown, out of his Zeal for enhancing the Dignity of
its Appearance, may, at any time, ufher in a majeftic Form of
Words, which the reft of the Houfe never intended to acknow-
ledge a Neceffity for ; and without fuch an Acknowledgment, ihe
Aét of one Perfon, and he a Minifter, will not, it is hoped, be
deemed a Foundation for Prerogative, or be any Kind of Proof
that the Crown’s previous Confent is, on all fuch Occafions,
CONSTITUTIONALLY NECESSARY. By the fame Way of ar-
guing, he might have at once determined the prefent Matter of
Conteft, by producing, asa decifive Precedent, the L— Li—"s
Speech, wherein the like Condefcenfion is promulgated to the
People of Ireland : Or, indeed, he may, at any Time, eftablith
any Right in the Crown by the officious Expreflions of its Ser-
vants,” ' ‘ :
One Inftance more of this ingenious Gentleman’s Powers in
Argumentation, which juft now occurred to me, I muft men-
tion : In his Reply he tells us, That ¢ the A¢t for laying Taxes
“ on Penfions granted by the King, brought-in by the Com-
“ mons without previous Qonfent, and pafled in 1703, was a
““ ftrong Affirmance of his Right of granting them.”’——— I {hould
defpair of a School-boy, who could be cenvinced, or hoped to
convince another, by fuch wretched Jargon. ‘The meaneft
Capacity will inftantly perceive; that the royal Power of granting .-
Penfions out of the public Mc;gey, is but a Branch of the 7 rfzyi‘ :
| % L fer




£361]

for public Service, intended to reward and encourage Merit'fbrv

the public Weal'y where this great End is not promoted for want . §

. of adequate Merit in the Perfons, fuch Penfions are a Deviation

“from That TrusT, and the public Money is fo far wafted;
"This was the Café in this Seffion, and the Commons accordingly,
after folemn Inquiries, and folemn Cenfures, on fuch Grants,
~ proceeded to bring in 2 Bill for taxing them, 7 e. for reducing

~ them; which Bill, though it took its Rife from an Exertion of -

the King’s Pswer of granting Penfions, yet was the ftrongeft De-

nial of his Right of granting'them in thefe particular Circum- ~ !

ftances, and the ftrongeft Demonftration that they knew them-

felves entitled to controul him in the Exercife of this Power,

and reftrain him to the Conditions of his 77u/?, on which alone
he had a Right to. exert it, to wit, the Advancement of the
“PUBLIC SERVICE. - - PRI :
But it is needlefs to enter into farther Particulars. "The Vin-
DICATION ftands on Record the Terror of the Party and its
‘Doé&rines, - and:has left but little Room for any additional Con-

futation. - A Work that was not to be forgiven! The only Ar- .

‘gument that remained was that of Power ; though THE ProrLE
. could not be deceived, their FrRieNDs could be punifthed, and,

to ftrip the Author of his Employment, proved to Demonftra- "

tion that he was on the wrong Side of the Queftion.

As to the ConsIDERATIONS, I fhall only add, that as they
have already been adjudged, in every private Opinion, tobe as
fcandalous and flavith a Libel againft Truth, Liberty, and our
Conftitution, as ever difhonoured the Prefs; fo, had the Houfe
of Commons, that GRAND -BASIS of our national Felicity, been
- permitted to meei, they would, doubtlefs, have condemned it
to the fame ignominious Cenfure, which Books of lefs Demerit-
have frequently met with among us, as well as in £ngland.

" “As to the leffer Pamphlets, they are almoft all, as I have :

- obferved before, tranfcribed from this ; many Perfons ftood, with
- Pen in Hand, and Hearts full of Zeal, waiting for the Cue to.
‘proceed on, and, when #bis came out under the Stamp of Av-

THORITY, to Work they fell; every one flriving, according

to his Abilities, to make his own Work look as different as pofli-
ble from the Original. - Leét my Reader reduce their Words
into {fome determinate Meaning as far as he can, and he will fee
theTruth of this Affertion ; in fome the Phrafe is fwell’d, in
others, very unaffetedly, lowered; in fome, - thickly mixed
with Abufe, in others, dafh’d with Solemnitys but, “in ALLy

the Burden of the Song is, The King’s Confent is PREVIOUSLY

eveffary, becaufe be is the TRUSTEE of the People, v
- 'Oné or two, cither through the Heat of Dullnefs, - or Defign,
-tells the Public in plain Terms, that the: Commons wanted to

N

priety. . 'T'o get over this, however, he gives us .to underftand,
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‘difpofe’ of the Treafury Money. without allowing the King any

Share of Concurrence at all. I believe this. muft be dovn-~
right Ignorance, for it could not be expeCted, that the ‘meaneft
Perfon in the Community could be impofed on by fo grofs 'a
Fallacy ; for all the World knows it was to have been difpofed
of by A of Parliament, which cannot exift withoyt the King’s -
Affent, that the Bill for this Purpofe was brought in and paffed
by the Houfe of Commons, and that its being -afterward re-
jé&ted by them, was entirely owing to a Claufe put.into it on
the other Side of the Water, which imported,’ that the Confent
of the Crown was neceflary, before the Reprefentatives of the
People could ring in a Bill for the Application of the People’s

. . Money.: - :

A few others, for the fake of diverfifying the Argument,
have ventured to affirm, that the whole Difpute has been about
nothing but Forms and Ceremonies, or Words and Gompliments..
If thefe had no Kind of Meaning or Tendency, nor contained -
any Acknowledgment, then they are but empty Sounds, or abfo=

lute Nothings; and in fucha Cafe, I fancy, the Odium will fall -
* heavier where thefe Gentlemen would not.chufe;. for, though

none but Children would {quabble for Nothings,: yet. they ‘muft
be malicious and ill-minded Children, who could. give a mortal
Stab for - being difappointed of a Gew-gaw. But if Forms and

|- Ceremonies contain.an Acknowledgment, and fuch Acknowledgment

intimately - affeét the public Happinefs, it then becomes a Con-
teft about fomething, and on the Merits of that Acknowledgment
is the Conduét of the contending Parties to be try’d. :

Were thefe Forms introduced for no Purpofe, with no Meaning,

| . no Tendency 2 Were they made the grand Bufinefs of a whole

Ad——n, was every Head at Work to promote them, and all the
Threats, the Donations, the Promifes, the open Purchafes, that
Power and Wealth - could afford, made ufe of to obtain a -
PARLIAMENTARY EsTABLISHMENT of thofe Forms, and all =
for nothing? e : ;
~ Something this Way the Cafe fairly flated feems to run;
little fuperior, but in Phrafe, to the” Letter to the Public. It
would infinuate, “that, on the Face of the inferted Claufe, there

_appears nothing but ‘a Compliment to- the Crown, ~which, In its

Confequence, could never affeét the People, howéver neceffary

. to the Royal Dignity. Itis not eafy to conceive how'a Matter
_can be of fo great Concern to- one Branch of our Contlitution,

and yet be. quite nugatory to the others; for, if it.be infifted
on as Part of the King’s Prerogative, it becomes highly incum-
bent ‘on the People to fee that i is fo, and not-to acknowledge
it, but on the ftrongeft Convi&ion of its Certainty and Pro-

that

-
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that the Infertion of the Claufe, by no Means, inferred a Ne.
~ ceffity for the previous Confent recited in it, and that the Mean-

, ing of it can, by fair Interpretation, only amount to a previous

* Declaration of the King, that he would confent when the Bill
. fhould be afterward offered to him.. RN .
 Tleave it to every Man, who underftands the obvious Force
of the Englifb Language, whether the Words of that Claufe

" do not plainly declare, that fuch previous Confent was not
only obtained for the framing of that ‘A&, but alfo, that it was
neceffary to be fo obtained. Let my Reader throw his Eye
over the Preamble of "the Bill, which is always the Foundation
of the enaling Part, ‘and he will fee the previous Confent is

made a material Article of it; it is coupled to the WHEREAS,

which runs through the whole, and, upon the Strength and
Ground-work of it, it is, that the Parliament bumbly pray that it be
enalfed, &c. - Itis not poflible for Words to be more clear and
expreflive of the Necessrry of the Claufe to the bringing in of
the Bill. But grant him his Diftin€tion, and what does it avail

him? If the Form was not neceffary to the Prerogative; accu- .

" mulated Odium refleéts on thofe to whom he would recommend

himfelf; if he affirms that it was, then is the Difpute where -

it was before; for furely, it'.comes exaltly to the fame Thing,
whether fuch a previous Promife of confenting to the Bill,
when framed, fhould be neceffary, or that the Confent to the
framing of it :thould be previoufly neceffary; a Moment’s At-
tention .will fhew the two Phrafes to be, in every Inftance,
precifely of the fame Amount. . =~ o -

~ But on fuch wretched Quibbles it were needlefs to dwell ;
-the ‘CoNSIDERATIONS are the avowed Maxims of the Party,

and they openly promulge it, as' the Rule of - their -Conduét,

and the Bafis of their Doétrines, that the' King’s Confent is
. NECESSARY, previous to any public Deliberations on the
Application of the public Money, that he had before been
“intrufted with for the public Ufe. ‘The Affertion,. it. is true,
is an hardy one, but a' fhufling Phrafe will mend it but
little; in fuch this fair flated Cafe abounds, and is, indeed,
but a weak Attempt at foftening the Procedure of its Patrons,

and the Sentiments made public by their Advocates in order to -

fupport it, againft-which the popular Clamour had raifed itfelf
with additional Refentment. A ftudied Fulnefs of Periods, a
careful Latitude in Terms, and an affeGted Shew of Moderation,
are his Inftruments for this Purpofe, and conftituté the Sum total
of his Excellence. S R A

~ Had this Pamphlet met with any extraordinary Share of the
public Favour, I fhould perhaps dwell longer on. expofing- its.
Fallacies; but as that is not the Cafe, and the fame one Ru}ﬁ
) : . . o " wi
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will be fufficient to deteét the Sophiftry of. this, and all the -
other minor: Produétions on this "Fopic, I fhall do no more -
than apply this Rule to that Form of Words which runs
pretty. ?'xnuch alike through them all, and which they feem
to expe&t may. pafs for an Argument. It is this, That as the’
King bas a sePARATE RIGHT of applying the unappropriated pub-
lic Money, to fuch public Ufes as be, in’ bis great Wifdom, . [bould
think praper, it feems highly reafonable, that, when any of this

Money is to be applied by an At of Parliament, bis Confent fhould '

be given PREVIOUS fo the bringing in a Bill for that Purpofe.. = . -
Let the candid Reader fift this for a Moment, and reduce it

into a precife and Jega/ Meaning, and, I am fure, he muft find

it amount exaély to the fame Propofition which we have been
hitherto confidering ; to wit, That, becaufe the King is the Con=

fitutional TRUSTEE for the laying out the Money of the People for

their Ufe, and accountable to- them for the Manner in which be dif-
charges this TRUST, therefore bis Confent fbould be obtained, before
the People can even PROPOSE to bim, for bis Acceptance, a Bill for

 the Application of their own Money to their own Service.  'The

former Phrafe is but a glittering Drefs for this Abfurdity; ren-

| dered lefs difgufting by the Addition of feparate Right ; but every

intelligent Perfon will give thefe Words no more than their in~
trinfic Value: They feem to.mean, that fuch Right is abfolute
and wuncentroulable : ‘If it were, 1 grant the Confequence very
jut; but in our Conflitution, ina FREE one, they muft never

imply more than that the King is, by the Nature of his Station;

the Perfon who is to.manage the Money of the People for their
Ufe, and to.account to them for this Management. . The only
Senfe in which the Word Right can be applied, -on this Occa-
fion, is this, That, by his Pofition in the Frame: of our Con-
ftitution, as he is the fitteff, fo is he intitled to be, the Truftee
for them, who cannot be a/ways aflembled to watch a Viciffi-
tude of .Occafions, and confult for themfelves; he-can aé fepa-

rately from them in no other Senfe but as every Truflee may

and muft, when they, who have the PROPERTY, are not on
the Spot; flill fubje&t, when they meet, to their Scrutiny, Cen-
fure, and Dire&ion. But as a. feparate Right carries, In its

“common_Acceptation, the Idea of a difcretionary, 'unlimited

Power, and gives an inadvertent Reader to underftand, that the
King may do juf? as be pleafes with the public Treafure, it was
the moft advifeable Phrafe for this Author, and his Com-
peers, to build their Syftem on ; "and, indeed, in #bis Senfe, it
1s the only Bafis that can fupportit. R
Sometimes we have the fame Sentiment in Words like thefe:
“ The King had a Right to pay off the national Debt by himfelf,
“ as he has accordingly done; and, ' confequently, when he .
: : ‘ : ‘ ¢ permitted
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-+ *¢ permitted the Parliament t6 have a Share in the Tranfaction,
¢ it -was but reafonable that his: previous Coﬁﬁnti‘ thould bé ac
. $¢ /kndwlédged.” ~.'T'he firft Propofition may admit _Qf-tmuch> ta -
be -faid on it. - I-am not Lawyer enough to afcertam;.“hq\'v far
it ‘was neceflary to pay off a Debt, contraéted on -the Faith of
Parliament, by a joint A& of all the fame Branches of our Con-
ftitution, or, if any Creditors fhould be hardy enough to refufe

~ their Money from any Authority but tbat under which they §
" borrowed it, ‘and, in Confequence ‘thereof, have their-Intereft

- - ftopped, how. far a future Parliament may, with Juftice and

Propriety, -efpoufe and vindicate fuch Refufal. ' On fuch ardu- §

" ous:Points I will not venture to.pronounce;.and it becomes
Jefs neceflary,: as' we have heard  no Objection to the Thing
being done by 4é# of Parliament ; from whence ‘we may con-

clude; that it-was judged, at leaft, the moff -advifeable Form.

But this T will: rely on, as a conflitutional Trush, that-no Power, -

‘or Perfon, on Earth can fay, with Propriety, that the. Crown

had or has a Right to apply the public Money to this, “or that,
or any other-particular Ufe, excepting only THE REPRESENT A-

T1vEs OF THE PEOPLE IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. Until "

rHEIR Decifion be pafled, all fuch Applications remain quite
" uncertain and undetermined; as- to their Legality ¥ %Eor thefe
Applicaiibné-';ian be made only under the general Tmfﬂ»repofed in
the Crown-for public Service; and who is tQ'.ai:cextgam,:"\s{hethet
this 774/ has ‘been adhered ‘to.in fuch Applications,:or whe-

ther every fuch Application 'be made for the public: Service, in |

" purfuance of -that Truff-? Surely, indubitably, -the Reprefenta-
i-)ili}lrés ?if tHE PEoO PLE,ﬁfOr Whofcf;}];gneﬁt’ the "T'ruft:was repofed ;
the private Opinion of any Perfon muft, in ’fuc‘hzw(}afe, ooperate
" no farther than: himfelf, and can never be 1ntrqdu¢ed,- as a Pro-
pofition, -inta Argument, and be:made the Bafis' of a.political
Conclufion ;-:the::Approbation: of this GREAT Bobpy.can alone
determine the’ Merit, and affix the Stamp of Legality 'to- every
particular Exertion of ‘the Royal T'ruft in the»,j}pphcatlon of
the Money of the People. EREEEER SR i :

0w Principle, thetefore, as the Fair Stater, with D , X , . :
"The acknowledged Principle, therefore, as t > J. Confequence of. Mifreprefentations, in a Matter where Prero-

much Modefty, terms it, and on Whichﬁh'e builds‘:}}'is. Doéltrine,
is not a Particle founder thah as it ftands in-the Oréginal: For,
“rTHE RicuTt of judging of the Time, the Qcczz,_f{on, and the
Sum; feems to ‘be definitively lodged in the People’s Reprefenta-
tives, and not in the Crown,: which ‘can never pretend to more

" than a Right of judging onthefe Heads as a Zruflee. While

fuch Right is attended with real-Tove for the Pedple’s Welfare,

and every particular Exertion of it calculated folely for that

- great End (as'under our prefent moft Excellent Sovereign, blef-

- fed be God, it has ever been) there.can be no- Danger-o{ a?a};
RS ~ ‘ - mater

il

i

‘
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= inaterial Error ¢ But, ‘fﬁ'r,ely, for commnion Safe'ty,'\i'fe muft be

affured, that it bas been fo; ‘and that can only be by a Parlias
mentary Inquiry.  The Propriety of every-Application muft de~ -
pend on the Time, the Occafron, and the Sum ; of all thefe Par-
ticulars, the Reprefentatives of the People muft therefore ‘be
allowed TuE RicuT of judging. . e
~ Every one, in his Confcience, muft reft fatisfied, that the ‘
public Money could not be better applied, than in paying off the -
public Debt; and it being the very Purpofe.intended by the re~

But, as I have faid, whether it can praoperly be done under the:

general Truft of the. Crown, none but the Parliament can deter~

mine ; and fuppofing it certainly cou/d, what does it. prove ? -
Nothing, but what has been ever acknowledged, That the King
bas o "TRUST for the Ufe of the People, and that this is one, among
many Inflances, ‘of his exerting it. — . - SR S
To have omitted the Acknowledgment of previous Confenty -
would not, as the fame Gentleman infers, “have, in any Sort, -
precluded the King from ating in that feparate Capacity which
he really has by our Conflitution: For, furely, the Ropal Truft
could never have been hurted; by his being made a joint andan -
equal Actor in the Difpofition of the public Treafure and to’ -
have made him a diffinct and a fuperior- one, would not, as’ k-

i

; B
} jected Bill, thews that it was the univerfal Senfe of . the Nation:-

i

i

|

|

mentary Right, enjoyed through a Courfe of Years,” of pointing ,

raifed by themfelves out of the Pockets of the People.

N .

“The firft exaétly parallel Inftance of 1749, is a Precedent not-
to be got over : "The Conceflion of 1751, however injudicious;,
was attended with every Circumftance that can deftroy its Force
as a Precedent, and ‘hurts not all: "It took its Rife from the.
fame Principle that. produced all the _unparallelled Modera-~ -
| tion of the Majority. in that Seffion; from the warmeft In
. clinations to Harmony, a Hope that an Attack fo unpopular, fo
~unconftitutional, . could not long fubfift, and a Fear of the

t gative was pretended to be concernéd. Every Meafure, every
' Inflance; demonflrates thefe, their truly Patriot Apprehen-
| fons, at that Time; they prefented an unufiial Addrefs, folely .
| to-obviate them; and though they would ‘not make the Acknow= -
: ledgment required, an A& of their own, an Unwillingnefs. to dif-

| raét their - Country, ‘induced them to acquiefce under the In-

| fertion made in their. Names, on the other Side of the Water.

. But now, thanks be to God, and the Defenders of our Liber=
ties, we have a Basts for that Privilege which, as A FrREE PEo-

. Do . M .

believe has been thewn,” have been neceflary to that Truff, con~ - .
| fiftent with the People’s Privileges, or: confonant to- the Parlia-

out Applications, and punithing Mifapplications, of. the Money - ‘
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 piiy weinherit; #he Right of Interpofition in the Difpofal of our

" public Treafure; a Bafis that, on any future Oc-caﬁon,\ where
. “this' great Principle may intervene, muft be regarded by every
" “Lover of JRELAND, as great in its Confequences, and ineftim-
We have had the whole of the Doétrine moft
. thoroughly canvafled, every Argument minutely. difcuffed, the
‘Merits of the Queftion made plain to the ‘whole Community,

atid, - as the Refult of all, a folemn DETERMINATION in
" Behalf of the People, which, while they retain a Care for
their CounTRY, they can never furely.be brought to part
W%Ehi.llal:i» add no more on previous Confent 5 1 have been led far-
ther already than Lat firft intended, and farther than was ne-
ceffary, as 1 am convinced, that every Man, who dares to
fec with his own Eyes, muit plainly difcover the Purport and
Tendency of this “Doéirine, and the Defign of -its Intro--
duion, and that, without any Affiftance beyond a fair Difplay
. of the Truth; he muft'fee, that it was intended as a Snare, to
extort a Parliamentary Acknowledgment of an unlimited abfo-

late Power .in the Crown, over all Monies in the Receipt of the .

Irifp Treafury: Thatan Adminiftration was employed to effect
it, highly qualified for the Purpofe in'every Circumitance, and,
. efpecially, ‘in its clofe -Conne€tions with thofe, ,whofe Station
neceffarily confers an extenfive Share of Influence in- this King?
‘dom, and. whofe private Ambition built.all its Hopes on the

temporary’ Affiftance of fuch Patrons: That, -to-inveft this -be- -

“neficial Right, every Means was employed, and, on its unex-
pe&ed Failure, the bafeft Mifreprefentations have been too fuc-
cefsfully put in Praétice, againt the trueft and moft affectionate
Sefvants that ever King could boaft of. o '

One thing muft be ever remembered, that, as under the
prefent Adminiftration this. modern Branch of Prerogative was
firft introduced, fo was the rejected Claufe inferted in England,
by the Promotion, and at the Inﬂz}nce.of our G- -1, as may

. be feen by the Letter from the Privy Council there, ‘on the Re-

" turn of the altered Bill ; a Circumftance that befpeaks the Pro-

ie& not fo deeply laid as fome have apprfehendedé the whole of
it feems the Work of our‘f;f';meﬁic Friends, animated by the

C rrence of temporary Vifitors;

Conwthis“pernicious PClauiXe was inferted,. and on Mifreprefenta-

Yion is built their every Meafure and their Hope of Succefs. "This
is, furely, a chearing Refle&tion ; it fhews the national Interefts

+ of our Parent Ifland to ‘beutterly.unconcerned::nllitl?le.Schqme,

" and, confequently, our Safety and our Freedom to depend entx/rely,

‘on ourfelves. o : RESR N

S

. We

by Mifreprefentation” it is |
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We of this Ifland thould be ever moft careful of: admitting

~ any Innovations in any Part of our public Proceedings ;: Concéf-

fions will always bear hard upon us, and be very_ difficult; if .
poflible, to retrieve.

almoft immemorial.  We have not, as an ingenious Writer ex-

- prefles it, the Principles of a Conftitution in surfelves, but de-

rive them all as a Branch from the Englifb Stock ;. Redrefs muft’
therefore be to us an. arduous Tatk, and Preveniion our fafeft
Dependence.  As this Peculiarity is the weak Part of our Con-
flitution, againft it will every un-national Defign be played,
:lmd our Circumfpe&tion fhould be always proportionably -vigi-
ant. ' ' : ' o S,
"This important Maxim was the Foundation of the Rejeion

- of the Claufe; and, indeed, confidering the whole Tenor of the

Condué&t purfued by thofe who fo violently puthed its Eftablith- -
ment, there remained no-room to doubt, that every.Confe-
quence which could, in-any Sort, be drawn from it, benefi-
cial to the Projeftors, however unfriendly to' the Interefts of
this Ifland, would infallibly be indulged in its fulleft Scope.
For, I imagine, that a commonly-attentive View of their Mea- -
fures, muft thew fuch a ftriking Similarity of Principle running
through the whole, as, at once, ‘to decide the Queftion I at firft

~propofed ; to wit, whether they can be reafonably fuppofed to

have aéted all along on a pure Defire of promoting the Welfare
of IRELAND, or to have been aftuated by an Ambition, of
elevating fome few Individuals to a Height of Dominion over us,
which, by a NaTIoNaL and péruLAar Courfe of Proceedings,
they could never hope to obtain. . o
And, indeed, the Wonder does; by no Means, lie in the laft
Suppofition, however miraculous the former muft appéar: For,
confider the leading Perfons engaged, and what elfe could be ex-
pected ? When did we fee or hear of a Set of Men, fome of them

“without a Particle of Property .in the Kingdom, invefted only

with a temporary Authority ;. others, from their Nature, their

- Connecétions, ard all their antecedent Conduét, demonftrably at ™
~ the Beck of any Power that would lend them a Hand to that

Advancement, for which they had been, for many Years, fo
mneffectually labouring ; the joint Body a&ing under an extra-
national Direttion, and openly propagating their Schemes, by
the loweft and moft corrupt of Means. —— When did we ever
hear of fuch a Combination being a&uated by the noble Motive
of promoting the Interefts of the People they came among, and
forcing upon them a Syftem of Happinefs, which the whole

B a2 Body ,

_ We fee how the Acquiefcence of 1751 °
has ‘been raifed againft us as a Precedent, notwithftanding all the
combating Strength of Reafon, our Conftitution, and Ufage
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Body of that” People was ftupid enough not to fee in fuch a

o ‘L'igh’t,'\and,fo»pe,rverfe, as to refufe? : ‘

-1 thall not detain you longer, by going into-the many othe
_~ Branches of the fame Ad——n; nor is it at all ftrange, that they,

:who fo violently efpoufed.a bad Servant of the Public, in his
. Embezzlement of -their Money, fhould, afterward, throw out

- the Bill, brought in by the concurrent Voice of the Nation, to
- -oblige him to Reflitution; the common A& of Juftice toward
thofe who had been the Sufferers by the Fraud. —— And, I be-
lieve, it will not appear more wonderful, - that Perfons confci-
‘ous of their own Male-condué, and afraid of a national Ani-
madverfion, fhould, for their'own Sakes, prorogue the Parlia-
ment, although the moft ufeful, falutary, and much wanted
Laws, that were ‘then ripe for Introdu&ion, Laws,. that would
have added Life and Spirit to our Arts, Manufattures, -Agricul-

ture, and Imiprovements, fhould, thereby, fall to the Ground, .

_and their Benefits be loft to the People; while others, on which
the Security of our Properties, and the Advancement of our Re-

ligion, and our Interefts, effentially depended, and by which they:

had- long been fignally promoted, were fuffered to expire.

I have. little more to add, than to obferve, that, as under
the Providence of GOD, the moft dangerous Attack we have
ever, in this way, experienced, has been glorioufly baffled, fo
it can only be our own Fault, if it fhould ever hereafter fucceed.
‘We are ftill a FREE PEOPLE, and fupported by a FREE PEoPLE;
a People who, from the liberal Turn of their Nature and their
Policy, as well as a true Regard for their own Interefts, muft
ever wifh well to our Liberties and Immunities,
nothing to fear, but among our/felves.
~ thofe who reprefent us; the prefent and future Happinefs of Jre-
land depends on their Behavioyr, and #bat, in the greateft De-
gree, on the Spirit of the People. Nothing, then, can fave us,

" ‘but our inviolably adhering, in Cafe of a general Djffolution,

or particular Vacancies, to thofe, on whofe Integrity we have
the higheft human Certainty for depending.. ‘They, who have
already ftood firm againft the Storm, claim, in the fir{t Rank,
- our Confidence and Services:- A higher Teft we cannot -exped,
nor need we defire; and, when the Merit of the red Lif? ceafes
- to draw our livelieft Gratitude and Efteem, Pusric SpiriT muft
be vanithed, and Zreland on ‘the Brink of Diffolution. s
 Many there are, I doubt not, on the other Side, who wifh
for an Occafion of atoning to their Country, and fhewing, that
their Error was not built on a bad Infention, however de-

. “ftru&ive in its Confequences. To fuch the Door lies ever open

to a Reconciliation ; but on no Footing but one as certain as
| . o o their

We have:
We are in the Hands of *

SN
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""V;t};eir "Tranfgreflion.  We know they have ,déne'WtA'ong,'i‘ aﬁ'd. '

we owe it to.ourfelves, and our Pofterity, to be as well affured -

of tl’fe.ir doing right, -which can only be by Experience; the
Crifis 1s too important for our believing on Affurances. 2

We fhould be the more careful on this Head, as- all"’thfef. o

Writings, fince the grand unpopular Attempt, have ‘been plain-
ly calculated to break down.the Diftin&ion between the Black

and the Red; to diminith our Gratitude to our Prefervers, and

our Refen‘tment againft our Betrayers. ‘This, indeed, is treat-
ing-us - with all that implyed Contempt, which runs through
every Article of their Conduét; to expeét that. we fhall forget

. {ubftantial Bleﬂ?hgs, ‘which every Hour we feel, on the Strength -
of juridical Quibbles, and the chimerical Produce of byaffed

Imagin.ations. . For my own Part, and, I believe, the -Sénti-
ment 1s pretty univerfal, I look ‘on it as a Dury, an indif

penfible. Duty to .my CounTRY, to perpetuate the Merit of |

its Protectors : For this Reafon, do I preferve the diftinguifb-

ing Lifts, with a Care proportionable to my Senfe of the Qe :

cafion, and thall tranfmit them, as a valuable Record, to Pof-

terity, who will never ceafe-to look, with Veneration; on every

worthy Name, while. they fhudder at the Reflexion on thofe

-+ Evils, from which they have been preferved. , = -

My Countrymen fhould alfo- guard againft the ‘Appfoécgh ‘Gf
Defpondency and Irrefolution, at this particular Junéture: ‘Tt is
true, there have been Changes that no one expeéted to fee; the

- befi-Joved Man in the Kingdom, the Darling-of THE Prorr,
and BesT FRIEND to his Sovereign, is difplaced, and others

have afpired to one Point of the long withed-for Grandeur s
But let us not defpair; the Vox Populi muit at laft be heard,
however, for a while, -precluded from the Royal Ear:  While
that remains unanimous and uncorrupted, there is the greateft
room for Hope; it ever had, and ever will have, a -mighty In-

fluence over political Counfels ; and, though treated by fome of -

our late minifterial Advocates, as capable of no Interpretation
but the Huzza of A Mog, yet is it a formidable Cloud over

the Enjoyment of their Withes, as, indeed, it ever has beem

in thefe Dominions, where fuch unnatural and unpopular Mea-

j ~ fures have been purfued. —— The King may, at any time, difs

mifs his Servants; but let the People judge for themfelves, ad-
hgre firmly to their FRIENDs, and public Happinefs ftill ftands
fecure; nor fhould Regret be permitted to flide into Defpair,

when the Occafion promifes,” in its very Nature, to be but tem-

porary. & . - S : . :
My Sentiments thus thrown together, juft as. they occured,

| you have, ‘my Friend, my Leave to publifh, if you chufe it. As

_ A - my
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iy Name will be referved, 'fo am I free from the Appre- . |

henfions that attend the invidious Light of ¢ Writer 3 for no
“other Reafon, indeed, would I defire to be concealed, as I am
not confcious of unconftitutional Affertions, or perfonal Scurri-
lity. Here I muft do Juftice to the Country Writers in obferv-
ing, that, in all their Produéions, I have feen the Odium of

* all bad Meafures has béen thrown only on the Authors: Our

excellent Sovereign has been ever particularly exempted from -

every the leaft Share; nor have T met with an Expreflion, in-
confiftent with that Duty and Refpe&t, fo eminently due to fo
“ good a Prince, and which may be ever expeted from Subjets

{o affetionate and inviolable, as thofe. of Ireland have ever -

been. - » _ -
For my own Part, as I know him too well to think, I fhould
alfo be moft vilely. ungrateful to infinuate, that he hath, through
~the Courfe of thefe Revolutions, a&ed on any Motive, but the
moft upright Intentions, for the Welfare of his People: I was
fo happy as to ferve near his
younger Years'; and I know him,

by repeated Demontftration,

to be ONE OF THE HONESTEST OF MEN, to have a moft

PATERNAL ArrEcTion for all his Subjedts, and as higha
Pleafure in their conftitutional Liberty, with as fervent a De-
{ire for the Prefervation of it, as they can have themfelves.
His repeated Goodnefs and Favours, crowned by a beneficent

Grant of a lucrative and genteel Employment, call on me to
make this Declaration, at the fame time that they make it moft
pleafing to me/ to do fo. And yet what human Qualities,
however great and excellent, can be Proof againft the Fallacy
of MIiSREPRESENTATION ! ‘ . : )
" As to private Calumny, I can, I think, with. equal Juftice, vin-
- dicate them al{o on that Head ; indeed they have been fometimes

too perfonal, in relation to one great Man, and, ‘in Heat of Re-

fentment, for his being fo largely concerned in our Diftractions,
have been tempted to give into an Opinion, for which there
never yet has been, as I can find, an adequate Demonftration.

"There feems, indeed, to be an Obitinacy of Perfeverance, in

that thews a perfe& Tranquillity of
Mind under the - Accufation, and a total- Indifference about the
Opinion of the World ;- how far thismay go in breaking down

- the Barfier againft the Guilt, I leave the Cafuifts to determine.
But this is certain, that a Man never yet made himfelf emi-

~ nently "odious in his public Chara&er, who did not feel every

rivate Foible expofed in Retaliation. - ' \ :

., On the other Side, there are, indeed, a Multitude of {can-
' dalous Invectives, though happily no room afforded for fuch

. deteftable - |

Royal Perfon for many of my
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deteftable Infinuations. One or two of the,ir'Penr"nen feem uﬁ: -

commonly dextrous at this Work s but the Candid Inguirér muft
“be allowed the Palm. I find him again, lately, in another Dif-
guife, in which he gives his Adverfaries the finifbing Stroke.
For God’s Sake, why don’t they do ‘foinething for ‘this’ poor
Man? It would be a real Charity to the Public. = - :

. If you'do expofe this Letter, affure the good-natured Reader
from me, that I have written it with a Heart full of the warmeft

-and pureft Inclinations for the Welfare of my Country, and,

as it is pretty apparent, a Mind' drawn off from an adequate
Attention by a Viciffitude of interefting Circumftances.

1 am, V
. Dear SIR,
Myaw,

.. . - With much Truth,

nu"f, &Co ) .

"YPAGE 5. Line 41. for a good good while, read a good while, ~<P.]

X" 39. 1. 34. for but as every Truftee, read than as every Truftee:
—P.g1. L. 32. Y '

" the Word Produions, and ‘put it after jeen. — P.ib. L. 36. Dele the
~ Comma after Perfeverance. R

I far,., not all,” read not. at all. — P, 43. L. 28.%§)ﬁ‘,~ a -
Height, read an Height. —P. 46. L. 6. Take the Comma,_ from after!
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