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e e T thts Txfrie an edhre Af
2| greementiand “Underftand:
mg”Bet'ween ‘his: “Majélty
| and Both Houfes “6ft Paili
MDY ament is the geatet Secu-'
rlty, and the beélt: grbuﬁded Profpect ‘of
that Happmefs ouf’ gpbd E[’tabhfh’ni@nt
muft receive from* ¥heir Giited afd Tue-
cefsful Endeavours for- 1 Prefex\iét‘ton |
and Profperity ; “afidi as You  HatCché
Honour to be a Membex of ‘the’ ’Hou{‘cA
of Commons, I prefume to owe*you

this Trouble, ‘and t6 offer to your Cons

fideration, That Four’ Shillinigs - in ‘the -
Pound' on Land, if firicklypurfued,’ ac:

- cording - to the "Refoltitians’ of any ‘Par-
| hament, for many Years paft, will raife

A2 . av‘




twice an Equivalent to the Tax'fome

feGtually anfwer thefe Ends,
SR A g

RPO

as’‘hitherto done; and. be -more: than

feem fo defirous of on the Funds.

~ ’Tis no doubt a, very great Misfor-
. tune to the People of this Kingdom,
- -that there is ‘any Occafion for raifing

more Mony, than if we were. in the
moft profound Time of Peace; thol with

they would ferioufly ¢onfider, -whether

the prefent Neceffity: of Four Shillings

in the Pound on. Land is not’ “wholly
~owing to the late Miniftry, our blefled
Peace-makes, and the - Reprefentatives,

who.they eleted foon after the Change

- 1710, of which I.fhall fay- no;more,
the . Enquiries: jon-that Head:- having
“been' already very, full and demonfira-
- tive;. Bur ‘notwithftanding  the . Male-
- Adminiftration: has ‘occafioned all_thefe
~ Difficulties and Dangers, -we. muft: not
fatisfy. our felves. in blaming: that, but
‘in our prefent Condition exert our Vir~
tue.and Publick Spirit’ for the maintain- -
~ing that- Liberty, and thofe Laws we
‘have .near 30 Years. been fighting for ;-
- and ’tis the Houfe of -Commons that are

0. give thofe. Supplies, which, may ef-

(R} .g rd @ .

greater Sum of Mony than it

| - All reafonable. Men:muft grant, that if
~ the Government could be otherwife {o {pee-
~ dily and effe€tually fupply’d; .it were ex-
-pedient to let Land breath a little ; butas -

- itcannot in any way, but will equally af-

fe&t Land, there is, ’m perfwaded, no good

. Proteftant or true Brifain but is willing
- to, pay that Sum in the Pound Rate to
- preferve his Religion and Liberty. -
~ .."And however expeniive the Rebellion
. and Civil Commotions may have been or
" will be, there is good Reafon to believe,
- that this Aid-of 4s. in the Pound upon
‘Land, together with the Malt Tax, all
juftly -and - faitly levied throughout the.
 Kingdom of England, would not only
~anfwer the Debts unprovided for, and the

Mony wanted for the Service of the Year

- ‘1717, but help to leffen the Publick Debts.

- Xt might be fome means of future Peace
‘and Quiet,  Happinefs and Profperity to

- this Kingdom, if it were confidered byus
-~ all,- who were really the Caufe and Occa-
- fion of involving the Nation fuch an im-
- menfe Sum in debt; ’twas thofe Perfons,
and the Men of fuch Principles, who.'
“helped our Kings Charles and James to car-

~ ry on their arbitrary Schemes, andalmoft
- toentail Popery and Slavery upon us-and "~
- our Pofterity. They werein every Que- -

ftion, in both Houfes of Parliament, for

cloging




. together with the'

- Premiuins, &
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 clogifg the Whedls of the Govetnmint;
they always oppofed the Raifitig of the te- -

ceflary Sums for carrying on our Wars, or
promoted fich Fundsbeing given for it, as

cither prov’d deficient,or would not anfwer

within the Year ; they were for laying any

i S5

Duties and Impofitions, no matter how:

high, on Trade, fo they could (pare &

Shilling o ewo'sn the whole Four tigon
Land; but had the Mony, watited annu-.
ally t6 carry on our. Wars, been conftant-

ly raifed by a Land Tax, the Publick

“had not been indebted the Sum it now ‘is,

aiid a Land Tax of 4+ in the Pound e
qually and impattially, affefsd, and duly
colleéted and brouglit int the Exchequcr,

above the Surhs they Were appropriatet! to

pay, without any ‘additional Impofitiors,

would have fully, “if dot more -than 4n-

fivered the antial Expence the Govefn-

et Was at in carrylng on o Wars
inay be computed would have been rajs’d,

in the Manner T have been mentioning,

‘was voted every Seffions, and fometimes
1ais’d; yet it is notorious, great Part of
that' Mony was to pay the Deficiencies
of other Years Punds, for Intereft-Mony,

A

J-

from the Cuftorns and "Excife, over and

A Land Tax was what our Anceflorg
had always recourfe to: upon occafion of

‘their foreign Wars ; and in Peace whate

fmall Sums they wanted, they raifed lt

on Trade: They thdgght_the raifing con-

ftantly great Sums any other Ways’ than,

- onLand, ruinous toit: And Mr. Lock faid
in 1691 in Print; but thefe Men no more
‘regarded what he wrote on Trade than

on Government, ¢ That "Taxes however
< contrived, and out of whofe Hands ‘fo-

- ¢ gver-immediately taken, do in a Coun-
¢ try, where their great Fund is in Land,
¢ for the moft part terminate upon Land :
¢« Whatfoever the People is chiefly main«

¢ tained by, thatthe Government {upports

¢ it felf on; nay, perhaps it will be found,

¢ that thofe Taxes that feem leaft to af-
¢ fe@ Land, will moft {urely of all others

¢ fall the Rents ; this would deferve to be

¢ well confider’d in the raifing of Taxes,

~

~able very quickly to remedy ; for Rents
~onee fallen are not eafily ‘raifed -again.
A Tax laid upon Land. feems hard to
¢ the Landholder, ‘becaufe it is-fo much

"N AN

~ ¢ Mony-going vifibly out of his Pocket,
. and ‘therefore as an Bafe to himfelf, the -
¢ Landholder is always forward to Jay ie
| R o ¢ upom

-

s

left the Negle& of it bring upon the
Country-Gentleman an Evil; which he-
will be fure quickly to fesl, but'notbe
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‘. roughly confider it; and examine the
¢ Effetts, he will find he buys this feem-

¢ ing Eafe at a very dear Rate ;- and ¢ho?

¢ he pays not this Tax immediately out

“of his.own Pocket,  yet his Purfe will
find it by a greater want of Mony there,

a & a6~ na

-prefent Payment.

- It:alfo highly ‘dcfefvés theConﬁdera-

tion of the People of Greas Britain, that
more Mony was raifed and levy’d upon
the Subje, by the Parliament of which

“5.047d¥r. Bromley was Speaker, and that voted ¥
‘thePeace fafe, honourable and advantage<  §

~ ous, before they knew the Terms of it,
~~than in any three Years before, and in a
manner much harder and more grievous

"i;;.“-‘_‘,go'.th‘e,.}s‘ubje&, and detritncn_tal-”t_o*the: |
- Nation- than ever, fuch as loading Lea-

" ther, Soap; Candles, &% with exceffive
Duties, laying additional Impofitions on
Trade, and fettling the general Mortgage
to: pay the-Intereft to the Sowzh-Sea Com-
‘pany to perpetuity ; which Deb: we were

- told had been paid without one Penny
- Charge'to the People. '~~~ =~

\

¢ upon Commodities; but if he will-tho-

.at the End of the Year than that comes . [
-to, with the leflening of his Rents to' §
boot, which is a fettled and lafting Evil

that will ftick upon' him beyond the: -

kel
- It haslways been, and, I fear; will be,
Matter. of juft Concern to all Men' of

Vertue, and real Lovers of their Country;

that lev our Dangers from abroad bé never”

fo great, or our Wants.at home be never:
fo preffing, there will be many glad to
- fave their Mony,: and rather confult theid

private Intereft than the publick Good.

- And thisis in nothing more notorious,
than in the Inequality with which: thie
Land-Tax has been raifed for fo- many
Years paft ; and though fince the Revolu<

tion, Land has been taxed in different Mag-
ners, by an Aflelfment -and a Potad Rate;

yet both Ways, it is certain the North
and Welt have not born their dure Share
and Proportion of. the common Burthen,

long fince deceas’d, ¢ If. Ariftides, Cimon

¢ and. Themiftooles, or any- of the ancient

¢ Worthies could rife from the Dead, they -

¢ would be aftoni(hed at our Proceedings;

¢ and wonder to {ee a Nation, that fights

¢ for the Caufe of Liberty; Tax thems
¢ felves- Partially,: and not withr due Pro.

‘. POI‘tiOH. - s ’

¢ *Twas. pot; fays the fame Author;

“ femblies, -that the Gregians {o long with-
¢ ftood the Perflan. Mionarchy; but by obu |
¢ ferving among themfelves muatual Juftice

B ~ “and
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“. and Equality, each Man fubmitting. his

 private Intereft -and Concern: to - the
: common Good of his Country; which
’tis'evident they did in the whole Courfe

¢ of their Affairs.

~ But' fome will obje,  that b‘uf of the

fame Value in Eftates, they ought not to

pay the fame Pound Rate; and that it is

impoflible to levy'a Pound Rate firickly.
~ Anfwer to the firft, If an Eftate lets

for 100l a Year in Yorkfbire or Devonfbire,
- it.oughr o pay the fame Pound Rate as-in

Effex or Kewsy for rool Rents in-any
one County is equivalent to 100/ Rents

‘in -any other, though perhaps a Tenant

may have mote Acres for his 100/, a

Year he.pays Rent for in one County tharr

a'r}other,- or the Eftates may not let {fo
high, or fell at {o: many Years Purchafe ;

and -however it may be otherwife advans-

ced,’ and much' credited, in the genera-

lity Rents are'as well paid in the Nortli
~and Welk; as in many of the Eleven home'

~ Counties. SR
.- Anfwer to the other: T {hall not exa-
~ mine into, or mention any former Methods
of making Afleffments; but muft think,

if all Pecple were bound under great For-
fgxtures: to give in a true Rental of their
Eftates, or a:true Eftimate of what they

* keep in their Hands, and the Commiffio-

.- ners

R & 0§

ners.had. Power .to examine any Perfon
(other than the Party himfelf): upon Oath,
of the true Value or Rental of each Man’s
Eftate, .a Pound Rate might be jultlyand
equally levy’d in all Pares of England.
~"But, Sir, we can pever be in want
of a certain Method, if it once come to

is_nothing too hard for the Wifdom of
a_Parliament to bring about; and it cer-.
tainly deferves Deliberation, when the.
Nation is in fuch real want of - Mony,-

“and not any Ways left to raife i, but

muft be oppreffive to the People, andr -

4

nous.‘to the Trade and Bufinefs of the.

Kingdom. What Sum, it might raife T

fhall not pofitively fay; but I believe it.
- may be fafely advanced, it would raife-
much more than Three Millions, which .
muft .appear to any one who confiders

the Improvement of Lands, &. chrough-,
out the Kingdom. . .. . .
_ Nothing, Sir, is more notorious, than

that fome Perfons are for having a Tax

laid of 4s. in the Pound on the';Funds;.

M 3

as well as Land; but, I hope, they. are

“only fuch as not long ago would have
engroffed all Loyalty to themfelves, -or

- have not confidered the Confequences of

g i

ruining national Credit, or we may che-

ritably believe in the. Interelt of ‘the Pre-

tepder, Bz

be taken into Confideration, fince there
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- 'The’ Bargains which have been made’ :

with all People, who have lent the Go-
-vernment Mony to preferve our Réligion.

and Liberty, were deliberate and’ above. -

board, and tranfated with the . fame

Forms and Solemnpities as other A'G@s of

Parliament ; but if they fhould in any
Degree, on any Pretence, be made void,
the Mifchiefs are innumerable that'would
follow : Such as ruining our parliamenta-

1y Faith, ‘whichis held facred and inviola-

ble, putting an end to all our Credit, nog
only with other Countries, but even at
Home, and preventing any Body’s ever
parting with Mony again on any Terins,
be ‘the Premiums ever {o great and temp-

ting, fince a Parliament may ‘as well

_But not to mention what T dread to
think would bécome of us, if we fhould

break their Engagements ‘at oné Time as

fall ‘into any urgent ‘Neceffity of rai¥
{ing Mony to oppofe an Invafion 4t Home, -

' to maintain a Fleet or Forces Abroad,
this 1s. the certain Way to bring us un<
der that Slavery we have ever fo bravely
refifted ; and thofe made the Inftruments
of eftablifhing Tyranny, who have been
hiterto the ‘Guardians ‘of ‘our Libetty; I
mean any Parliament, that fhould ton-
cur 10 fugh deftruftive Meafures, -
A . Bug

L1331 |
- But we have now a Parliameént, in
whom we may fafely truft our felves, gnd
rely, that they will bereally GUaif"c‘hgpg of

of spublick Credit; for it i5 a cettain-

Ttith, there is 6o other Credit in Eg-
lind than that of the Parliament. =~
" And, Sir, to look back a little, we
find out great Deliverer, King Williawm,

~ who ‘was to his laft Breath a religious

Obferver of his Word, but remarkably

thus expreffing himfelf:

{o in relation to parliamentary Securities,

"¢ T cannot bt prefs you to take ‘Gafe of

¢ publick Credit, which cannot bé pre-
¢« fervéd but by keeping facred that Max-

¢ im, That they fhall' never be Lofers

¢ who fhall tiuft toa parliamentary Se-

¢ eurity.

- And King George, in his firft Speech to
this prefent Parliament, thus fpeaks: -
¢ T'doubt not but you will concur with

¢ mé in Opinion,; that nothing can contri-

¢ bute more to_the Stupport of thé Cre.

~¢dit of the Nation, than a firi€ Ob-

“ments. o
- And the Corhrnons in anfwer fay, ¢ The

« fervance of all parliamentary ‘Engage-

¢ furprizingencreafe of the publick Debts, .
| ying on

pir 2
R

¢ even fince all Thoughts of cari
¢ the War” was laid- afide, fhall’ not dif=
P ‘ ¢ courage

e i .

e e e R e e
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¢ courage us from granting fuch Supplies
¢ as fhall be neceflary for the Service of
¢ this Year, and for the Support of pub-
¢ lick Faith. And we do entirely con-.
¢. cur with your Majefty in Opinion, That
¢ nothing can contribute more towards

- ¢ preferving the Credit of the Nation,

¢ than a fri® Obfervance of all parlia-
¢ mentary. Engagements, which we are

¢ firmly refolved upon all Occafions in-

¢ violably to maintain.- = .- .
‘What I have here, Sir, extralted, muft

evidently thew, that neither the leading .

Men in the prefent Houfe of Commons,
nor in the Adminiftration, did intend or
defign any Tax on the Funds ; and indeed
it can be projeted by none, but fuch as
are open or fecret Abettors of the Pre-
tender, or are either-the Weakeft or moft
Covetous of Markind, who rather con-

- {ule their own Intereft than the publick
" Good. - - o T

Tis faid, Thatit is hard and unreafon-
able, that one who has mortgaged  half
his Land, fhould yet pay Taxes for the
whole, whilft the Mortgagee goes away:
with the clear Profit of an high Intereft.
To this Mr., Lock anfwers: .«

. That if any Man has run. himfelf in
Debt for the Service of his Country,. ’tis
fir the Publick fhould reimburfe him, and

| * - fet

ts]

§et him fice s thatis a Carethat becomes ~

the publick Juftice, that Men, if they re:
ceive no Rewards, fhould at leaft be kept
from. fuffering, in baving ferved their

‘Country. ‘But I do not remember the

Polity’ of any Nation, who alter’d;thcij‘;
Conftitution” in favour of thofe, whofe
Milmanagement had broughbt them be-
hind-hand,’ poffibly as thinking the Pub-
lick litcle beholding to thofe who had
mifemploy’d the Stock of their Country,
in the Excefs of their private Bxpences,
and by their Example {pread a Fafhiod
that carries Ruin- with it.  Mens paying
Taxes of mortgaged Lands is a Punifh-
ment for Ill-husbandry, which ought to
be difcouraged; but it concerns very lit-
tle the Frugal and Thrifty. - ' S
© Tt is, adds Mr.' Lack, with Gentlemen
in the Country,  as’ with Tradefmen in-
the City; if they will. own Titles to
oreater Eftates than really they have, it
1s their own Faults, and there 1s no Way
left to help them from paying for them:
"The Remedy is in their own Hands, to
difcharge themfelves when' they pleafe;

- “and when they have once fold their Land

and paid their Debts, they will no longer
pay Taxes for what they own without
being really thews: a
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Beﬁdes what is here obferved thexe

- are many and long Intervals of the Profic |
cea['ng on Mony, which happens not to- - |
Land ;. for when paid into.the Hands of .

- the OWner, it ufually lies. dead fome
Time producing nothing, which is nog

the Cafe of Land, the growing Produtt

~ whereof turns to account to the Owner,
~ even when-it is in his Hands, or is allow: -

ed for by the Tenant antecedently to his
entring upen the Farm; for tho” a Man

that borrows Mony at Muﬁhmmer, never

‘begins to pay his Intereft from our Lady-
. .Day, or one moment backwatds, yet he
. who rents a Farm at. Midfummer, may
have as much, reafon to begin h:s Rent
from our Lady-Daj, as 1f he had then en-

tred upon it.

Mr.. Lock obferved long ago" ¢ That i

¢ the,ufual Struggle and Conteft in the
¢ decaysof Wealth and Riches, is between
¢ the landed Man and the Merchant, with
¢ whom he joined the mony’d Man. The

¢ landed Man, fays he, finds himfelfagrie-

<. ved by the falling of his Rents, and the

¢ ftreightning of bis Fortune, whilft the i
¢ mony’d Man keeps up his Gain, and

¢ the Merchant thrives and grows rich by

¢ Trade. Thefe he thinks fteal his In-
. ¢ come into their Pockets, build their For- |
¢ tuncs upon hxs Rum, and ingrofs moref,
_ | }‘ ©

¢ of Lands, which he fufpeQs leffened,

LB LA

Gy N N N r» 'f\ '040\.4"“

¢ tity of Money is leflen’d, fo much muf¥-

¢ falling fhoxt, People have m« fo much

| ¢ iefs Money is brought to Market, ky

| . [’ 17 ] |
¢ of the Rxches of the. Natlon than Corttgs

¢ to their Share. He therefore. endea-
¢ vours by Laws to keep up the Value:

h

“ by the others Excefs of "Profit : Buf:
all in vain, the Caufe is miftaken and -
_the Remedy too; *tis not the Merchants:
" nor monyed Mans Gain' that ‘makes"
¢ Land fall; but the want of Money,.
and: Ieﬂ’enmg of our Treafure, wafted-
by extravagant Expences and a mif- -
‘thanaged Trade, which the Land al-
ways. Rt feels; if the Landed Gens
tleman will have, and by his Example’
‘make it fathionablé to have mote Claz
ret, Spice,- Silk, and other foreign con<
fumable Wares than our Expmtamom’
of Commodities does exchange for; Mo - |
¢ noy mult unavmdably follow " to Baa‘ S
¢ lande the Account and pay the Debt.. o
¢ And fo much, fays he, as the Quari-:

¢ thé Share every one that has a rxghz:
¢ to this Money. be the lefs; whether he:
¢ be Land-holder ¢or his Goods, or La<
‘ bourer fos his Hire, - or Merehant for
¢ his Brokage 5 the Land-holder: ufually -
¢ finds it firft, becatife Méney failing-and

e T s

‘. , Money as formerly to lay oit, and fo-

€ S which
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farily-+#all; the Labourer feels it next,
for ‘when ‘the Land-holder’s Rent falls,
“he muft either bate the: Labourer’s Wa-

want of Money

‘lower Rate, and buys alfo our native

~on'the Hands of the Farmer or Ma-
‘pufaéturer, rather thad export them to

Returns with Profit.

e If one Third of the Money em- _'
‘ploy’d in Trade were locked up, or

‘gone out of England, muf’c not the Land-

‘Rents fall, a lefs Quantity of ‘Money
by one Thxrd being to be diftributed
“amongft an equal Number of Recei-
“vets ; indeed People not’perceiving the
. Money to be gone, are apt to be jea-
“lous one of anotht;‘r,' and each fufpect-

N

¢ be& he can' to’ retrxeve it again, and

which :ghe Price of Things muft necef

ges, or fiot employ, or rot pay him,
“which either way makes him feel the
“the Merchant feels,
it laft; for ~“tho 'he fell lefs and at a

‘Commodities, which he éxports at a
lower Rate too, will be fure to leave
our nativé Commodities unbought up-

‘a Market’ which will nOt afford h1m _

‘holders "neceflarily receive one” Third
lefs for their Goods, and confequently

 ing another’s Jnequality of Gain to rob
< him of his Share, ‘every one ‘Wwill be
e employmg his Sklll ‘and Power, the

L)

‘ to bnng Money into his Pocket in fhc

¢ fame Plenty as formerly :  But, this is
¢ but fcrarnblmg amongft our felves, and

¢ helps no more agamﬁ our Want, than
¢ the putting on a fhort Coverlet will
¢ amongft Children that lie together, pre-

¢ ferve them all from Cold, fome. will
]‘ ftarve unlefs the Father of the Famlly

¢ provide better, and enlarge the fcanty

" Covering.

I thought it not 1mproper to tran-
fcribe fo much from Mr. Lock, -and hearti-
ly wifh-our Country Gentlemen could be
brought' to believe, that our additional
Impofitions have been the greateft Dif-

couragement to the Trade and Bufinefs

of the Kingdom. That the Cuftoms and

other Taxes have generally produc’d lefs

fince than before, and'‘that had they not

been laid," the larger had been the Ex-

portation of our. Produ@ and Manufa-

~@ures, and the Importation of foreign

Commodities, confequently a greater Con-

fumption of our own, as well as foreign
Goods ; whereby not only the Cuﬁoms,
NOR had been advanced, but. Rxches ac-

crued to the Kingdom, -
In Nations where the Government can
be ‘otherwife contrived, the Cuftoms are

low for the Encouragement of the Mer-
' Ch'xnt who deferves all Favour, as being
Cz2 the

R

LT e
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~the beft and moﬁ' proﬁtable Member of
The Commonwealth -and T cannot help

thmkmg tis worth the Confideration  of

fuch 'as Pcudy the Publick Good, to con-
"trwe fome Way of eafing’ the: Mexchant

~~~~~~

in the ‘high Duties ; 5 forif it were not

~for them, he- mxght cafry on.more than
~ double ‘the Trade ; but” at. prefent there

is fuch a Weight upon the Induflry -of

our Merchants, as-muft hinder us. from
‘englarging our Trade to the utmoﬁ itis -

capable of.

. “The Country Gentlemen have been ge-

perally averfe to any Tax, .that has.an
- appearance of affe€ting Land more than
"T'rade; but it has been becaufe. thcy havq

not. conﬁder’d how much . t}leu' private

Concerns depend | upon the- publick Wel-
~ fare of Trade, and how .much the , Value
of Land has mproved fince. our fl‘;ade
has’ augmented, nor- how much more of
their Produ@ and Manufa&ures would be

exported if Tr ade were free, thhout q‘uy

Clog, and in its full Plofpemty

At the Cui’roms were leflened, the P(mﬁce

~of all foreign Commedities would dimi-
nifh to 'the: Buyer ; and how gr €at. a Part
of fowign Ccmmoéxpes, cither, in Kmd

or in our Manufalires every. Maqgs Ex-

. pence is, the Country. Gcntlemen quld

d@ Well to conixdcr fcmouﬂy U

(

o

& Trades
s Stock, w;th which their Tnllaae, Arts
- Sand Manufa&ures are carry’d on’; ~and

for]

¢ If.a Nation, fays Dr. Davenapt,: be'

plunged in great Debts, which réquire

| 5 great Ray ments from the People; nothing

¢ can fupport fuch an Expence but foreign
for all Countries havea certain

mopwealch ‘and: if it -be quite drawn
¢ away;-the Body Politick bécomes Con-

“ it 1s-the rad;cal Moifture of the Com-

¢ fumpmve, Heétical, and dies at Jaft ; (beb o

¢ ing, fubjeét to Dxfeafes and Death i it felf,
¢ like human Frames) and as human Bo-
¢ dies are not o, be kepe alive, but by res

¢ ceiving in of Nourifhment to repairthe

¢ “hourly Decays which Time produces, fo
¢ Nanons cannot fubfif}- long; ‘unlefs they

reeeive from “Time to Time Reliefs and

‘ Rcfreﬂaments from:Abroad; swhichi are

«no;way fo-well:td be admxmf’rred as by

s Trafficks

As is to T rade We owe: the Rxfe and
Progrcfs of the . Englzjly
whigh  has enabled us ta fupport two fich
‘tedions and, expenfive ‘Wars, and: along

can enable us to difcharge the vaft Debts

the Nation now labours: under, and make
us a much greater and more flourifhing
PeOp{e, it -deferves the utmoft Attention
of om Coungry Gentlemen, not any. lon-
STy | ger

Help.of. a well managed and exten,- |

Greatnefs, and

EHCEIP e R R S
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Trade, fince in every Thing they "eat
and drink, and wear, they are {ure to bear
the greateft Part themfelves; and unlefs
{fomething be foon done herein, the land-

ed Men muft be very moderate in all their
~ Appetites; antient Frugality muft be re-
ftor'd, Rents muflt be paid in Kind, and

' our Gentry muft live at their own: Seats,
- If a Method can:be contriv’d to lower

the Cuftoms, which would be a means
-of bringing more-Mony in to the Publick,

high Duties difcouraging Trade, and con-
fequently leflening the' Revenue, and like~
‘wife to pay Three. nay but T wo Millions

a Year, the publick Debts would not be

long in difcharging, nor felt by thie Peo-

ple:whilft they are foy and furely we can
nor want Vertue and publick Spiri

mongft us to putthefame in executios:

When our Country is plunged'in Débts,

- and under many Difficulties, it is a Duty

-incumbent upon all Men at fuch Tifie to

lend-a helping Hand towards meénding

- and reftoring our Condition, and to im-

%}on all the Faculties of his Body and

neittier be ata lofs for Means to do i,

ind in its Service.: .

o An% if, among thofe in.high Stations,

- there ! ,é-an:A:ﬁéﬁiOn which warmly em-
braces. the Honour and. Intereft of ‘their
' o Coun-

ger to fuffer fo great a Burthen upop

.

- L 9.'3. ] |

€oiintry, and the fame Genius. does not

dniverfally, poffefs the inferior Order of

People, ‘the publick Géod can never be

s

fteadily purfu’d, nor can we be preven-

‘ted from almoft certaini Ruin; and if it

be the Intereft of a great many to pro-
mote Diforder, our Affairs will proceed
amifs, notwithftanding the Endeavouts.of-
a wile and vertuous Prince, an able and.

uprfght: Miniftry, and a good Seriate ;

People muft be mended. -
Ard nothing will p

2

Taclination to promote its' Welfar¢, who
has declared ‘from the Throne, That the

eftablif’d - Conftitution in Church and’
“State fhall be the Rule of his Govern-
ment; and that the Happinefs, Eafe and

Care -

Profperity of his' People {hall be the chief

’.
SR

T T
R T R R T

therefore to mend ‘Th_ingsf;i_gh:tly,‘ the

revail more with

the Multitude, nor operate better towards -

* their Amendment, than the Example of

the great Ones. If fuch content them-

felves with moderaté Power, Wealth and.

Honours, it will teach thofe below them

a few of the moft confpicuous Perfons do

but agree to_lay to Hga;t the HOQO!JI‘-,' an d | «
Safety of ‘the Publick, they will go very

- far ‘towards its Prefervation and Profperi-

ty; and in it they may be fure to be af-

fifted by a Prince difpofed by Intereft and

i
3
i

2 R
-
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Care of his Life, and whofe Vestids will
reform’ the Age; and his Wifdom, at the

3

‘Heéad Of the Legiflature, can put the AF-

fairs of this Nation upon fuch & Féor, as.
may extricate the Publick out of all it$.

Debis and Brigagements. -

L e

- If ¢he lanided Men can be broughtto
believe it their Intereft (which it may be

- demojiftrated fo be), to continue the pre.

fent Tax of 4s. in the Pound upod Land
for'a few Yeats; 1 am {0 fanguine asto
imagine the monyed Men will réadily’

- come into Meafurés t0 advance ¢he Pab:
lick the Mony ‘it may ftand.in neéd of -
Hereaftct, ata lower Intereft than hither.
to they have done ;. and likewife generouf- -

ly afit it with fo confiderablé a Sum;

tha cither many of the Millions, redeem-

able by Patliament, may be paid off, or

many Hundred Thoufands Pounds faved

2 Year in Toterefi-Mony, which would

felves and thei Polerity, and thew them
Men of Vettue and publick - Spirit, not

 Avaricious and Rapacious, greater Lovers
of Mony than of their Country’s Wel-
fare; but take off the Imputation upon -
them of being the Drones of the Nation,
and living upon the Labours and. Spoils

of their Fellow-Subjeéts :. And.if the Par<

liament fet heartily” about leflening ‘the’

publiclk

[25]

publick Debis, and a@tually pay fome, and

oet. Mony in readinefs to pay-others, there
igse no doﬁyb;t,but; all: the remaining Credi-
tors, whofe Debts are redeemable by Par--

' liament, will- readily; accept of a lower

Interet; and it will become the Reprefen-

tatives'of the People to eafe the Nation i
tica .%oile&ing; . gr Charge of gathering
of the publick Taxes, as Well by reducing"

 the multiplicity of Offices and Officers, fa% |
in leffening the Salaries and Expences of .
them. * It feems equally as: reafonablgf |

‘that thofe in Poft or Pldce under the Go#

 vernmient (I fpeak not:of thofe p;__ugi out -

~of the Civil Lifty {hould haye their Sa--

laries reduced in proportion to the ,R-_egl_ue o

¢tion of Intereft. =

Bu;, Sir, thefe Things, fo effential to-
our future” Security and Profperity, cam’

never be rendred effetual, unlefs the dif-

ferent Ranks of Men co-operate; inn !t)he o
bringing them to pafs, not faintly, but

with the utmoft Spirit and Vigour 5 andy

I hope, they will all be willing to liftet
fo th%fé Mgthod“s by which ‘c‘)"u_t’..(.?Qﬂ_t:},_xt:},.«,.»}.f
on is to be reftor’d, and the Nation made -
tich and happy by the Improvement of

its- Navigation, an_drthé TIncreafe of its

I remember, Sii‘-,- fh‘eiia‘(’tﬁ ;Coﬁ“\{igﬁfati;qxi"
1 had with you, you éntertained me witht

p - the

oy - .
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 the general received Notion of the many:
Advantages- would -accrue to - the" King-

dom,. if Intereft was reduced by . Law
£0 4 per Gent, I will net repeat any thing
1.then faid, more.than that I deliver’d. it

- as ‘my Opinion, That the Plenty or Scar-

city of Mony: would:always govern the

~ Rate of Intereft'; ‘and thatit would not
‘be any Advantage to the landed Man or
Merchant, Manufalturer or Man of Bu-

finefs to lower it to that Rate, unlefs the
Publick Intereft waslowered likewife; But

- let me recommend to your Confideration

the following Paflage from Mr. Lock, not

‘only on this Head of lowering Intereft,

but in re ation to.the Creditors of the Go-
vernment’s taking a lower Intereftfor their
Mony : Intereft ({ays.he) is low in Eng-
land, jbﬂfit i;c“zaat;t/de qﬁ’ﬁof Laﬁ;,f” or. the

-politick Comtrivance of the Government, but
as the Confequence of great plenty of ‘ready
Money 5 when their Intereft fell firft, I [z,

when it firft fell 5 for being once brought low,

" and the Pabilz'c'kibafvz'ﬂg_ borrow'd a great Part

of private Mens. Mony, and continaing in

- Debty it maft coniinne fo, tho the Plenty of

Mony; which brought Insereft low, were very
much decayed, and agreat pav: of their Wealth

- were really gone: For the De&z of '.z;‘_i'/evs'sze
affording to the Creditors a conflant.yearly In-
come, that is looked: on ys 4 [afe Revenus,

and

b
\

[27 )
and" accounted as valuable as if it were in
Land; ant accordingly they buy i oneof ano- .

thers and. whether. there be any. Monies in -
she Publick Coffer's or n0, be.that has'to the,

BRS

 Value of ‘Ten Thoufand ounds owing. bim.

from: the State, may.[ell it every Day in the

Weck, and have ready Mony for it. This,

Credit is fo great an Advantage fo private,
Mer,. who know not what elfe o do with therr.,
Stacks, that were the Stares now in. s Conds=,

A f

yather than. take their Mony out t0 lye dead by,

them, . would let it fiay as” lower Intereft, -as.

Ry

they did Jome Tears fince when they were calbd

upon.to come. and. receive their. A/IO”JTI?“ AR
isethe -State of Intereft in Holland; gheir -

plenty of . Mony. and paying their publick Devts.
fometime fince lowered: thesr. Intereft ;. but gt,
sas .ot done-by, the Command and Limitation

i

of & Lam, norin. confequence of our 7educing;

it here-by Law toéperCcnt- for 1 deny.

there i, any, Law there.yes. 10 forbid lending -

of Mony.for: above 3, 6,.9r,10 Pet Cent
howewer fome. may Juggeft, every. one there.
may hire.out his Mony. as fréely.as any thing.
élfe, for what;Rate he can get 5 and the Bar-.
Borrower to pay . . '

“If my Memory, Sir,-does not fail me,

in a_ Pamphlet, “entitled, The Stare aud .

) L RS e 3. .
Condlitionof our Taxes, confiderd:. o, A
LT "D e b Pro--
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. which, a
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Propofalfor 4 Tax upon Fands, which when
publifh’d, was in great efteem with a

Party of Men-among(t us, tho’ it may be

charirably concluded ‘wrote for the Ser~

Vice of the Pretender, as well by the
- Author’s Propofal for ‘a Tax. apon- Funds,

as by his ‘advanting, That to'fulpect the late

- Duke'of Ormond'zn the Intereft of the Pre-
tender, wis 2. Contradittion to our Reafon and

ol Seafes s and* thas* the lare Lord’ Bolin~
broke was #0 more to b prevailed. upon to

contenanse any thing tothe Detriment of the

préfent: happy Sertlement, than the Suz or
Magn to be diverted from their Convfe. It 15
J#idy thar 4s. ig the Pound dpon-the Fands:
bich, adds he, with the Mals, and'4 s, on
Liundy will raife Thee Millions. .
“Now, Sit, if T+ |

Now, Sir, if "T''am ‘not" out -in -my-
Computation, Ihave made ‘& Propofal;-
that if the Janded Intereft” be taxed e

~qually’ and* impartially throughout the:
- Kingdom,: that ‘more than Three: Millis-

otisa Year may be'raifed by-Four Shil-:
lings on Land, without either continuing;
the Tax upon Malt, or making:ufe of’
io dangerous an" Experiment- as taxing -

~the Bunds; and, upon the ‘Whole, am.
- perfwaded - thar- you' will coneéive: fuch

an. Equality in rdifing’ the Land:Tax to

- be jult and’equitablé, and in- the prefent

- Cir-

o L[e9]

Circumftances -of ‘Affairs, . abfolutely ne-
ceffary ; -and tho’ you are in that Part

- of the Kingdom mof} favoured, ‘will poft-
‘pone any- little ‘Advantage to -fo gene-
ral a Good. The Mention of this, and
_other Matters, . from fuch a Perfon: muft

receive Applaufe, as well as your other .

new and more cogent Reafons for put-

ting in execution, and clearing up” thefe

haify Thovghts of,

Weworeh, Febry - - ' Yours, &ea .
BB TR e

..Since - this.Letter. was :committed- to-

the Prefs, I have had a Book prefented

me; entitled,” 4% Enguiry intp the Stiate of
the Union -of Great-Britain, 4nd  the pafé
and prefent State of ithe. Revepues :thereaf's
which I have: read curforily over; - and’
approve - fome: 'Things faid. in it; partis’
cularly, ¢ That the Trade of Great-Britain’

¢ liesnowundergreaterHardthipsthanthat

“of any other Country, and muftin itsi
¢ prefent Situation gradually.decline till the.

¢ That ‘our home Excifes, - by being dou-
¢ bled:and. overcharged..are-rendered not-

- ¢Impofitions an high Duties be reduced. - :

ey~

e
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“ only - grievous. to the Peopfe, _efpecially:

¢ the Poot, ‘but incapableat being fo-ufe-:

¢ ful ‘to. the: Government, :as ‘they - ocher-:

¢ wife might on an'eafier and .more:equal |
~ “Foot. 7 Pl R T N T
~© ¢That the Impofitonson foreign Trade:
~ ¢are in fome Cafes double, and in others
¢ treble; - or-more “toithofe' of -any: other’
¢known Nation, and that-lefs than one:
- ¢ Moty juftly - and>equallyilaid, ‘might:
¢ yield 15 ot 20 per Cesfs mrorérthdn; the!

7

5L

¢ whole pofTibly can on the prefent Foot, |

¢ That in fome .Cifes half; and in o~

¢ thers lefs than two Thirds of the pre-
¢ fent . Jmpofitions on home Confumptis

“on, by being’ more ealy and ‘equally

¢ laid, might be brought to yield 15 or
€20 per Cent mbﬂc*r than:tHe: Wholexnow
i ¢:Ardsthat. the "Taxes ‘and. Impofitions:
“now: levied and:moitgaged, areifolnu~:
¢ merous, perplex’d;dariandaitricate, that:
“much Finte; Pitienctiand

¢ be irequifite: to ‘pueahe

[

m' inany Ctoleras:
syl e sl

* But«Il:do’ fiot  {ippofe cany. Man; that’

2

 has any'iRegard forthé fackednefs “of

>

Parlidmentary Faith, andris for therniain:*

- taining:df publick Credit;! will be ofthis®

Projector’s Mind, To:Fedeem:iabl- the; Debts
st abovers phey prefent - legal - Iuterefy sor: be-°
s ST T e

3 : 14

- dembery 1698, i

*

Bxperice; will:

Lrwe the whole: eafier to be redeesned thin' a
| ]}{o;f)’ or < gmy, Propprtzcm Aﬂd furely
King William could,never fuffet him, as

~ he: would make thet World believe, to

talk to him.of any.thing like a general

Redenrption,. after-he had. thus-exprefs’d -

himfelt te his Parliament the gth of De=
BN "ff,\rf}‘f;ej _~fec_’cv)nd;.z"13h.‘i\ng T fhall r:n:c_r’)tioh to |
¢ you-as of great: Confequence s, the mas.

< king fome farther Progrefs towards dif=

¢ charging “the Debts which . the Nation
¢ has contraéted by reafon of the long and

¢ expenfive War. " In this the Publick In-
¢ tereft as well as Juftice is concern’d ; and

¢ T think an Englyfb Parliament.can never
¢ make fuch a Miftake, as not to hold fa-
¢.cred all Parliamentary Engagements.-.

. _Thofe amongft us that exclaim moft

at the great Debts of the Nation,:ad-
vance that the greateft Part of them-be-

~ long to Foreigners;. but of the Forty .odd
- Millions is owing, T never heard it com-
puted by Perfons the beft verfed and moft
knowing in our Government . Securities

to be more than between five or. fix

‘Millions, whick brings me to fay, that -

‘tho we are in’debt an immenfe Sum,
it is moftly to our felves;' and .as we
‘have 'not xtp_c)x'tgaged',oux' Lands to make

the voluntary Contribusions we have
| | - made

T TN
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made to the Government for the Prefer: -
vation of our Religion, Laws and Li-

~ berties,. we ought to be eafy, ‘and not
make fuch Complaints, but endeavour
¢very one among us, to. éncourage and

 increafe both our foreign and Domeftick
Trade, which only €an enable us to res
pay it ; and that it were to be wilhed 7

felves, fince borrowing of Foreigners up=

on Intereft carriesaway fome of our Gain,
yet upon Examinationit will not be found

fo difadvantageous an Article to the King=
dom, as'is generally imagined ; for our

growing rich or poor depends not fo mucht
upon-our borrowing upon Intereft or not,
as which is greater or lefs, our Impor<
tations or Exportations; the Money of
Foreigners may fo circulate “the Trade
of a Nation, as to occafion the bringing

into it. annually a much greater Sunx
‘than the Intereft ‘Money fent out of it;
~and probably this may be our Cafe as
to all the Money lent the Publick by
- Foreigners, fince Money is as neceflary

to- the carrying on of Trade, as Trade -

- “Tho I am againft a Redemption of
any .of the Publick Debts not expreffed
‘to' be redeemable by Parliament, yet I

- is to the producing of Riches. '

~am for an Enquiry into the Funds that -

ap-

propriated for the Payment of eithet Prinl
i ple or Tnterctt, and if any of the Funds

neficial to the Government; or be a greater

Bncouragement to Trade, 1 hope thie Pro-
prietors of thofe unredeemable Debts will -
~ lay afide their Fears, and confent to the

 alfering fuch theit Securities, {o they have’

smaybe ‘ tantamouné.

 an Equivalent of the Publick by Taxes'

" As the Cuftoms and Excifes afife from’™

the -tufning and winding of “thé Nati<

on’s getieral Stock, with which is bought”

and Told thofe feveral Commodities up-"

on-which they are laid ; fo if this Stock’

fhall be lefs. Confumption of the: Com-'
modities paying Dutics; it muft follow;

that the publick Revenues will :decreafe’
~in - proportion, and that the Taxes can-
T And if this be our ;Cai{'% .

not--anfwer &

ties and Impoftions on Trade will call

for -the immediate Corfideration: of the

Legillasore,

" To Contlude: 1 carinoe be'otherwife
perfwaded,; than’ that every -thing tend-

ing-to the Welfare and Profpefity - of
the Nation; will be the Bufinefs: of the
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préfent. - Par Ildmﬂﬂt ¥ and , mu{’c own it
was: ‘with the greateft  pleafure that: I

~ heard:-the King exprefs. himfelf -to the

i

1% You ‘are all fenfible of the infuppor-

¢.table Weight of the National ' Debts |

- “:which the Publiclbecame engaged for;,
“:Arom’ the Neceflity..of:she Times, ithe
¢ Preflure of a long-expenfive War,and:
¢-thelanguifhing Srate of publick Gredit ;
¢ but, the. Scenebeing. now fo -happily:
‘- ¢hanged, if no new Difturbances fhall

‘_plupgeii.us again -into; Streights: and:

¢ Difficulties,. the:general - ExpeGation:
¢ feems::to require: of ~you, that ‘you
¢ fhould.: turn your - Thoughts. towards
Alexrricating your. felves,. by reduding.
"¢ by degrees the Debts of the Nation.™

.

And ]lkefoc to” find. "the Commons.

 Anfwer:run thusg 0 o0 e o
o ( AL SRS N

“: We:are:all ‘but.: 00 fenﬁbleef the

¢ unfypportable: Weight of the Natiopal

- ¢ Debrs; and "therefore ‘will not neglect

- £ toapply oiw {elves with' all-Diligence
-and; Attention:to the;
- ¢ by degrees this

B

educing and leflening,
leayy ‘Burthen, which:
T may

ON g o\

Houfe of :Commons in. this manner; - ..

the;‘great: and necef~

TH RN

¢ m rove the Cetectual viear
K th‘r;'a};)-;igfe”r'ving ‘to the publick Funds a

_anfwer thereto,

moft effetual Means

. # real and certain Security,

And that his A"Majei’;y,l'/t(jld' them in

¢ That their Refolution of applying

¢ themfelves to eafc his People, by re-
i’ Suiﬁg ‘gradually the heavy ‘Load of
" ¢ the publick Debts, deferved his hear-







