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 Great-Britain. A

" Gentlemens

g HE following little Piece,

" is with great Humility
o »humbly,ad‘drefs’d to you;
T withing it may be of fome

- Service, at this ’]ﬁﬁ&_ure,_ in. re-
- prefenting the miferable State the -
~ People of France are reducd to
by this Monsrer of E XCISE;
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- Andthat " ,‘fﬁméty' 'inf'pire,éver: e
e e e R '.~"""‘;/:“,"'; Aok St y TruG :

- Lover of Old England, witha Fer-
vent Zeal for thofe Rights and Li-
€ at prefent en_wy ,

- berties, which
" isthe hearty Prayerof  ©

- Your Humble, Servant.
a — enh oGt
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OW ety great: the Tytanny is;

B that the French King -exexcifes
over his Subjedts,<I -hope- the
Englifb Nat’icm;-:i,n::'gémmls ATE

not tolearn now 3 becaife fo many Learned

Pens havey in their various: excellent Ways
of Writing; endeavour'd:to acquaint all-the
World with it. This I muft confefs 5 but

yet at the famé time'l cannot: forbeat to
fay, That, in my ‘
-admirable Authors have hit upon- the True
Turn of it For though itis: :pl'airi,an;d‘ Mg
nifeft, that the French King could ‘néver

Opinion, none of thofe

have built fo many beautiful and coftlyPa= -

lacesy nevef ‘have ‘bought {o many - Towns;

corrupted and: bribed irto- his Interefts . Ao
‘many Men in allthe Courts of Europe; and
kept  fuch numerous Armics as: he “hasin

‘Pay, - without ‘yaft Sums: of Money; sand

B P » \th%ﬁ




“matural -and - plain’ foever’

that that Money could be noother than the
Blood and; Sweat of his People: Yet, in,
my. - Judgment, fuch a Confequence, how

matural -and piain. 10€ver t bein it feflf, is
ot fitted. for-all Capacities. . This very

Confideration alone, has obliged me to take
“another Method ; and that I may the better
“convince .all Men of the exceflive Tyranny

of Lewis XIV. 1 will not-make ufe of any
pathetical Figures of Rbetorick; but only
fet before the Eyes of this Nationa Com-
pendious Hiftory of the Taxes, which the

- Frenieh King’s: Subjeds are forced'to pay to

“their infulting  Mafter;.and, if I. am not
extremely miftaken, thefe will give us a
~true :and impartial Idea of the Gentlenefs
.of the Fremch Government; which is fo
“tnuch - tatked of, and fo much admired by
‘the Enemies of the Felicity of England.

 TraovcH the Executicn of my Defign.
‘may feem at firft: pretty eafy; yet when it
'is narrowly and throughly examined into,
-it will be found attended with innumerable
‘Difficulties 5 and I dare fay, thatthe matter
‘T defign to handle now, is not only an- Ori-
- ginal, but alfo a very dark Myftery, almoft
“impenetrable to Strangers, and much un-

known to the greateft part of French-men

themfelves. - "Tis not then to be expe&ed

that I fhall be nicely exact in every parti-

- “oular ; that is what I dare not promife: But

what

(3) :
what I engage my felf to do, is to advance
nothing i‘.% _:§Qf¢ :g-’t?‘P?fS’ but what fhall be
moft -certainly: trae, and which I have fet.
down, as they have occurred to my qud,
without having any;regard o the Antiquity

of the Taxes 1 fpeakof.  Another difficulty

‘which has been 7almoft infuperable to me,

is a genuine Tranflation of the Names which'
the JFrench haye given to thofe Impofitions,
For as England bas always vigoroully pre-
ferved Her LIBERTTES, ‘the vety

Words which™ exprefs the Servirude and,
S?é%?’rf{ ‘of other' Nations, are’ wanting in

hier* Language, O fortunate Hlaod ! may'ft
thiou for ever continue in that happy Igno-
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was formetly granted, to the Kings of

S A N b

NS I R * Epte e e o
France, by, the Three Eftates of the King-
dom, upon meextm@fﬁmag and ‘emet-
geot’ Qccafions :. But in procels. of .time, it
became a, Tax Fure Diving, 3Hd. Was con-

o ‘}ii,”“’,;;.;,,,i} '-,v;,,,} JEU 9Y ;!,; ’ ‘j ) g ; |
fﬂl[le ;saTax? orgﬁbﬁdy) whicly

Y

i

o AR .".‘;y .'l,f PR iii it ,4 17 y}« ‘ ",. -;'C‘,rii—
tinued in " fucceffion by ‘Arbitrary Power,

© g '}

':L'fwz's XI. who was the firft that openly
invaded the Liberties of his Subjeéts, was
~alfo the firft that raifed this Tax without the
Confent of the Three Eftates, and who made
it fucceffive likewife, The Taille is three-
Aold ; wiz. Real, Perforal, and Mix'd,
Real, is when it is onily impofed upon Lands,
‘as in {fome parts of the Province of Guzenne,
where a Man muft pay a certain Sum to the
King for every Acre of Land he is poflefs'd
‘of. “Perfonal, is when it is aflefs'd upon
any. Perfopal Eftates that is, among the
Frénch, the Money that a Man is fuppofed
to have in his own hands, or to be worth
in Lands, and Houfes, by his Indufiry, Art,
or Ability to get Money. Laftly, the

(5) -
Mix’d. is fo' dénominated, becanfe in fome
parts of. that :Kingdom the Lands are not
only affefléd fo muchper Acre, but the Pro-
prictor befides is taxed for his Money, Art,
and Ability. ‘This Explanation I thought
neceflary for the better underflanding of my

,Subje&_i-:: g

<'TrE Real Taille, though very burthen~
f_ome, _yet however it is the leaft heavy upon .
the People s Forif a Man has but forty Acres
of Land; he cannot be: affefled: for fifty s
wheréas ‘in all Provinces of Franmce,. except
Guienne,. the Taille being .every-where
Perfonaly or - Mix'd, a Man is affefled for
what he has; and for what he: has.not; that
being :at: the .Difcretion-of the" Intendants
of the Provinces, or fomeother Officer, called
Elens, who are only appointed for ‘thofe
things. - Herice it comes to pafs, abundance
of ‘People are affefled much more than what
their “yearly Rent is really worth; and . a
Cobler,: érother poor Fellow, that hath no=
thing in'the World to liveon but the benefit
of his Arms, fhall yet notwithftanding be
taxed four or five Crowns a Year. Were it
fiot beyond my ‘Defign; .1 could ecafily ‘give

- you many inftances of the .extreme heavinefg

of this ‘Tax ; but for brevity fake I fhall
content-my feIf with this : That a Baker of
Goneffe near Paris, Was affeffed for his
SRR T S Per[onal
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(6) ‘
Perfonal - Effate, thoughhehad not an:Inch.
of Land, 1200 French Crowns aYear; that
is; (370 L Sterlimg. . 'This:is @ iPattern. by
which“we may' readily judgeofithe whole
}’wgg it DT i s s

v res
Yol ctor

(o ,J‘ FEEMEH & I (L R BRSO I
To fay pofitively what the whole::Sum

amounts to, that is impofed upon the King-

dom’:for this: Taille; s’ in’'a manoer.’ im=
- poffible 5 forthe: ‘French-King! does ens

¢eeafe or diminifh it raccording as he “Himfelf
pleafettyz. That is to fay, accordingta the

Expences he fees’ lsll‘i?mfelfidbi‘ig’d;teg be at. -

An. 1684, when I wasiin France, the faid
Sum: amounted " to' Forty. Millions of French
Livress ‘that isy 'above Three:Millions Ster~
Ying - But if ~we confider, - that -atthat-time
the' « French' King had Peace withall the
World; we may eafily believe that this Tax
exceeds now Fifty Millions and above. How
this Taxis impofed and levied, all inquifitive
Pérfons, Thope; will be glad to know; and
therefore for their -fatisfaction; I'lL relate it

as ‘-plai§1ly3 as _t_h_e darkncfs of thc;,mapte‘; W111

- TuE King refolveth firft in bis. Council
‘what Sum: of Money is tobe levied on his
Subjefts 5 - then Commiffions are iffued forth

“to the General Treafurers of the Generalities -
A M YN 1 - N | L
iof the Kingdom;:to give: ‘them POWClr to

P
>

i
e
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(1)
Jevy the Sumiagreed:upon. .- Thefe Coms
-miflions : being;, received,  the Treafurers
‘make 2. Divifion. of the Sum to: be: levied;
proportionable:; to the Extentof the feveral -
Llections under them s which. Divifion, or
Repartition; isfent to the King, -who thezes
apon fends .a Gominiflion “to:the Officers of
cach Election, by which . they are ordered
and enabled  to. raife fuch a Sum.in their

-~ refpedtive Diftrits. - Thefe ‘Officers. .meet,

and make the Regifters of Taxes, whercin

each Town, Borough, Hamlet.or Parifh, is
aflefled. . Each.Parifh has one of  thofe Res

gifters fent te it,” whereupon the. Inhabitants
make choice of one or more of them to raife
the Sum afleffed by .the Officers -of . the &-

lections. Thefe arecalled Colletors, and
they tax each Inhabitant according to_ his

" Eftate: But though they are forbidden to

do it out of any ill-will or malice, yet they .
-will eafe -their Friends, though they, crufb
the others: And thisis the caufe of a great
many Mifchiefs, .and of divers - Families
‘being abfolutely ruined by thefe unjufk
Stewards. - S L

 Tue Kingdom of France being fo very
great, it is not Forty nor Fifty. Millions that
would ruin its Inhabitants, were that Sum
‘but equally .thared; but, asI have already
obferyed, fome being eafed, when others

dre




SR N e o in pavment. | And this ‘is ‘nothing lefs than
are over~charged, and this Misfortune comitig; @fagomm g:° “Tis alfo wor'th?g%rﬁ Remark
upon every Man in his «tlirn,,;thé_;Colleét’;gxfs; to obferve, That when an Inhabitant is be~
being changed fo évery Year, 1t Happens thiat come fo poor, ashe is utterly’ unable'to pay
‘at laft all become poor and miferable. Wells his T, or fuppofe that the Colfector fhould
wehave now feen how that Taxisimpofeds | prove 2’ Rogue, and play away the Kings
et s in the next place fec how it is levied. ‘Money, the other Inhabitants.are boundto
Should 1 fay that the manner of colle@ting |  anfiver for each of. thefe Difafters. = - <~
the Taille, is very near asgrievous asthe  § - T
T aslle it felf; T fhould fay nothing but what . TugRrE dre fome Provinces in Francé
is very true, though at firftit feems almoft  §  thac are not liable to the. Taille 5 for.thofe
jncredible; 'To clear therefore this point, 1 of - Burgundy, Britany; and’ s Lianguedoc
fhall obferve to you only, That the People | srefree from it at leaft asto the Name:: For
being grown very poor, they cannot exaftly ¥ (ruly at thebottom, they pay too.as well as’
pay all that they are aflcffeds andupon  §  thereft 5 but with this only difference, "That
failare thereof, which muft be Quarterly, [k  inftead of Tuslle, their Subfidy. is called

€ 1
R

the General Receiver, or Treafurer of each  §  Don Graruir, a'Free Gift of the Eftatesof
- Eleétion immediately fends an Officer, called | thofe Provinces. What thofe. of Burgiindy.
Porteur de Contrainte, or Com iffarys 1o §  give, Tcannot tellat prefent ; but the. Free
quatter upon the Colleléors, or Inhabitants ¥ Gift of Britany and Languedoc amount
of fuch a Parifh, which is fo in-Arrear, with ~ every Year to above Six Hundred. Thoufand -
two’ or three Men, whofe Pay amounts to | Poundsof our Englifh Money. "Thofe who
Thirteen or Fourteen Shillingsa Day s where | are not throughly acquainted with the State
they remain till they bave other Ordessfrom | of France, will likely fall into a great
the Receiver, which he never grants but | Miftake at the firft reading of this, and.
upon full payment. Andtho’ this way of | fancy to themfelves, That the States of thole
Levying is rude and fevere, yet it 1s very | Provinces are like the Parliament of Englands
gentle, if compared with “what  they do in |  but left I fhould give any o© ccafion for 1o
 fome Provinces of Framce, where the Res | great an Errour, T S ok it neceffary to €x-
ceivers, inftead of Commiffaries, makeufe | plain my felf. ~The truth. is, That - the
of Soldiers, whom they quarter at diferes | States of . Languedoc and. Britany were

“tion upon thofe who make the leaft default | C T ormerly
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formerly Tike thofe of England, but now they

~_are only'a Shadow: of what they have been;

They meet cvery Year, and; upon their
meeting, the: Governour: of -the: Provinces;
or fome other :Great Lord, demands from
them, in the Name of the King, Three or
Four Millions of Livres, -more: or lefs, as
the King pleafeth. His Speechy for the
Formality fake, is indeed taken into  Con-
fideration ;  but the Sum muft be granted,
“with this only Shadow, or Remain of Au~
thority, Thatthey grant fomewhat lefs, per~

haps by Fifty Crowns, than the King hath -

demanded. This is all 5 for they have no
Power ' to meddle with any other Affairs,
After fucha Digreflion, which I havethought

neceflaty for my Reader’s Information, give

me leave to refume the Thread of my Dif~

 courfe.

SomE Towns alfoare freefrom the Ta://e 5
bBut inftead of that, they pay fome other
Duties, more than an Equivalent with that
Horrid Tax: Thofe Duties are called En-

tries 3 but they deferve to be confidered 4~ -

part by themf{elvesin another Article, which
will - be no lefs curious, or ufeful to. be
known. Where the T aslle is Per fonaly the
Noblemen and Chief Magiftrates, as Couns
fellors in Parliament, are alfo free from it,

at leaft as to their Perfonal Eftate ; but their
s | - Lands

T R
B apss L e s
et i i o

(11 ) o

o rellasithofe of other

,ands are aﬁeﬁed -as \YQH%SF'; DR
?l:/fe-n .except ,f@ve,.ﬂ_ or ;eighF“fﬁ*i@?@% and pros
vided they plongh them: thémfclves,  as

pens that their Farmers ate agreat deal more

taxed than -other Men ; and -I.remember

thereupon, 'Ihat 2 Fagmer of 2 Manpor at
‘:ﬁf/filylemuw;ﬂt; George, ?fm@d“ Les f‘B,_e:rg A
yies, about four Leagues from Paris, was

Affefled every Year * Nine Huadred Livres,

¥ 7 ndred to :his
hough he paid but Five Hundred -to :his
i::?(%lord, Nll)onﬁeu'r de Commartn, 9991}"

i Y

 Taesg; are the Obfervations L -na¥e
¢hought fit to make upon the Taille, which,
1 hope, willgivea pretty cleay-Idea of it s

" T-will now progeed to confider the Confe~

quences of it : For it is-not of  this Manjfter;

Jike that' of the Naturals, that thofe die

ithout, any, -Iffue, but thishasa numerous.
‘ﬁ’;ﬁ{‘éﬁ’fy .?The;, firft is the Taiblon, which.
is an additional Tax, and-that was 1a'fed§t
fiufk by Henry 1L Anno 549, towardsthe
“encreafe of the Pay of his Gens & drmes,
who then lay  billetted .in  Villages, and to
enable them to pay their Hofts whatever
they had from'them. - "The’ poor Cqum‘?[’
men _thqii'gh.tv then to: have gota little eale 5

Aol
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but {oori after they Becameas much opprefTed
by their uﬁﬁl‘v*’Gﬂeﬁs asvever . So - that
whatever iadbeent pretended to them for
thieis Eafeyipioved only a Trick :to draik
~ their: Purfés: tkzea more.. - Now - -every-body

 knows, “that ‘the cuftom* of Bxllettmg the
Gens-d Armes-intVillages,: has.‘been- laid
afitle:s- but-for:all ‘that, the Taz//an 18 fhll
eontinued, and fo the Peopleuars:bound to

| paydt, whloh amounts to above the T hn‘d

Patt ot the Tazl/e.. : S e e

THE other Chlldren of that Monﬁpr
arc the Contributions which the French King
tdifés upon his: Subjééts, and+a Subfidy for
thesWinte‘r—C@arters of his: Soldiers. ~To
explam -this; it muft be ‘obferved, T hat'i in
timetof War, the French King is obhged to
quarter his’ Troops upon ‘the Frontzers, as
alfo -or: at leaft the’ greate{’c part. of -them in

tindé of Peace;: becdufe of the: numerous Ga=

nfons he is fomed to have.. Now to keep

them in Pay, thérc-is a-general Affeflment

laidipon moftof 1the Towhs ‘of “ the ! ng_
domm; wheteby' they lare forced to pay ‘the
Subfidy ¢alled: ther Wmter-glzmrters at'the
faterof Fwe-pence aiDay, fot €ach private
Sentmel and-ibecaufe .the: Country People
are: bound tocontribute Oats and: Hay for
thé maintenance of-. the Horfe that are ga-
Liond m the. Towns, When the TrooPs are

m

(13)

in Flanders, orin other Frontiers, they are
likewife forced 0. convert. thofe: Oats and
Hay into Money 3 and this is called: Conzri-
bution, which brings to the Klng a great
Sum of Money's thofe Commodities being
valued at the @zﬁ‘rez‘zon of thofe Officers
who are appointed for that puip ofe.  Now
what Sum that Subfidy; or Contributions
produce, -tis impoflible- to. determines-but
it cannot ‘but beyery great,. conﬁd%rmg the
vaft number of Soldiers that; the French King
has in Pay, and the. numbers of the Towns
he, has n Emm‘e'

AN D yet how chargeable foever that
Subfidy is, the Fremch Soldiers are, fuch in-
fulting and faucy | Guefts, that the People
would pay twice as much more, if they could
but free themfelves from thofe troublefome
Vzﬁts 'And this Infolence is countenanced
by 'the Government fo. much the more, be=
caufe of the Great: Advantage the ng re-
ceiveth by7it, mahy Towns paying more to
be free from their ‘Winter-Quarters, than
they.do. for.the. Tgille s which they fhould
not -do,. were .thefe. Sold1ers kept under as
{evere 'a Difcipline as they are, in Eﬂgftzﬂﬂ'
zmd only quartered in Pnbhck-Honfes.

......
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e
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own Price:

 Of M GABELLE

11§ is not fo'much a Tax laid by
¥ tic French King upon his People, as
it is the engroffing of a Trade to Hinfelf,
whereby his Subjects are forced to buy the
Qalt from him at his Granaries; and at his
' ~ How great a Profit hcmatlgeth
of that Commodity, few People kKnow s and
I am affaid, that few will beheve\what I am
going to fay upon that Subjett : For though

we are ufed !‘-<.){1v”iﬂefa4?1"'t of the qua;‘f and advan __
tageous Returns that our Merchants receive
from the Eaft and Wefl-Indies, yet they
o ot to be compated fo what the French
King gets upon his Subjedts by chis Ga-
e S T T

v
[T ST
,

' How -~ common Salt i in"France, ‘thofe

that have travelled in ‘the Pays & duniz, of

Xaintonge, ' caninot’ be ignotant of 5 but for
Thofe who haveiiot feen the Sals-Mar(bes of
that Country, 1 hope, ic will be. fuﬁcxent
to let them know, That a certain Meafure,
called Muyds de Bo[fe, weighing 5200
| V | ~ Pounds,

- being sz Minots in
as 1 have faid, it follows, That the fame"

(15}

Pounds, is bought there, at fome times, fof
Three Shillings -and- Six-pence, and never
“dearer. thati- Four:Shillings and Six=pence of
Enplifh Money. - Tistherethat the French
King buys-ithat Commodity, tofell it again
to" his Subjedtsy in all the ‘Provinces of his
Kingdom, except Poictou; Xainsonge, Gui-
enne, and Britany, where the Gabelleisnot
‘as yet impofed. There may'be alfo fome

they are very inconfiderable. Gavd

other Tra&sof Land free from that Tax, but

| N ow totuﬁ-de‘rﬁénd Wh'at. Proﬁt he maketh

upon that Merchandife, it ought to be ob-~.

ferved, That the Muyds de Boffe contains

52 other Meafures, called Minots, that isy

100 Pounds weight ;> and that-each Minors
is fold, at this' time, in Paris at the King’s
Granaries, for 64 Livres: So- that: there
each Muyds de Boffey

quantity of Salt that the French King buys

or Four Shillings and Six=pence: at utmoft,

is fold to his Subjeéts, at his Granaries i’
Paris, for 3328 Livress that is, 256/
Sterling. “Tis true, it is not fold at that
fatein all the Provinces where the Gabe Up s
impofed's but there is a very inconfiderable’
difference 5 “and - now every~where. near’
Paris, asin Normandy, &e. it bears the
fame Price. - SO NSTII

o




King's Granaries be never fo dear,

~quantity of i ‘
“of their Family and Ffate: ‘and. fo let them:

" Meat without Salt, yet the King will lofe
nothing by it. T

(167

L don qefton, but thatat che it ight
of o extravagant a Price, many People will

be apt to.think .that. I. impole upon their ”
Credulity :- but there are o many confider+

able Witnefles. -of what I fay. in this King-
dom, ’tis very. eafy for any Man to - enquire
into the Truth of this matter<'1 muft only

give you this Caution; 'That intime of Peace,

~ the Minot s which is now fold for 64 Livres,

was then bought for 44/ ‘but with this dif-

ference alone, the whole Account is but pure

‘Matter of Fact.

How neceﬂ'ary foever the Commodltyof
Salt be, that . high Price would difcourage
many People from making ufe of it but

“to prevent that, there’ are fuch good Orders

made, that it is impoffible to avoid it. 1. The

jmporting of foreign Salt, is: forbidden upon

pain’ of Death: So that let _the Salt of the

caufe it is abfolutely neceflary, the French.
are forced to buy it. 2. Saltisimpofed up-

“on the Peoplé there, asthe Taille ; fo that

cach Family muft take every Year a cértain

t,- -prdportioned-; to-thé nunibes:

be never fo willing to eat their Bread and

[
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yet be-
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Tris is the realo
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are faid t@he liable to the Salt.of Granarics,

and others. to, the, Saltvol Impofition.. "Lo

underftand this Diftinétion; it, muft be o

e B ANOEA, TE . . , 3 CANDLA
ferved, . ?ﬁ?’&'im:Tﬁ?’%‘z:@?%@@g other Gitics

and Countries,. Salt is: not impofed upon B
Tnhabitants as, the Taslles and that i shey

buy any,, it is;out of neceflity; -and not from,

23

" any. other,yiolence :-Bug.in N ormandy, & e

K

m'"d)' ) CJmmpmgue, Apnjon,; and,

s .

DHASE

Places,. there, are. Officers ;appoited fo.£X37

>

mine cachFamily, ~and to aflefs them 2 .4d¢:
not moteor lefs, according to;the

;  dheir Mubs
and : Eftate. L '

ot Beople fay, what they Willy

TN
¢

as, That ’théy are’ {0, poots ‘tha}t }theﬂy’jﬁ’ ,1'9" :

unable to pay it, they muft take thequan--

tiey affeffed 5 andif € hey,donot pay it with-

in;-fix. Months. after, the Ymu& Cxpeél» 955

3
K

litary. Bxecusion ;:and God K

Veleth%tllﬁh st el
g sy RS ‘z‘ ’u » IR
A Man fo compelled to.buy 2 Commedity,

which is  gréat deal: too deat for his Purie,

would gladly fell it again, .could
favourable Opportunity.

And there is no-
thing in.this, but what s VETY; nagural 5 but
theie are. fuch Penaltics,.both for the Buyer
and, Seller, thatiit isyery dangerous 1o £7

“ther of fhem-todriveon fucha Trade,. [Lhe

firfk Offence s punifhid with 3 Fines BUS. 2

D cale

hat fome Proyinces,

he find 2

R
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)
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cafe the Offender be unable to pay-it, he is
condemned to the Penalty of ‘the {econd Of-
ferice, which is Corporal ; - viz. To be bran-
ded with a'Red 'Flower-de-Luce upon the
Cheek, or the Shoulder. And {6 hard a
Plnifhment ought; ‘one' would think; to deter
any Man from Offénding twicé : Yet there
aré fome who offend a third time ; ‘and thofe,

upon ’ Convition, are’ fent Slaves: to’ the

Galleys, weré it only for a Pound of Salt,
given, fold, lent, or bartered. ~'The fame
Punifhment is inflicted upon the Faux Sau-
miers 5 that'is, ‘a fort-of Peoplé, who invited
by the high Price of Salt, convey it fecretly
from “Poiéton and Britany, into the Pros

vinces liableto the Gadelle. .~ - i

- "“T'u & Fifhermen, and other Inhabitants
~ of "the 'Sea-Coafts, would have 2 very offi-
 cious Neighbour, were they but fuffered to

make ufe of Salt-Water: But to hinder ‘it

~ there are Watches appointed ;5 and were a

Man'once convitted of having made ufe of
it; he 'would ‘be no lefs feverely punifhed
than'a Faux Saunier. -~

“How heavy that ‘curfed Gabélleis upon

thé French Nation; will appear; T hope,

‘by_what T'have alréady faid: ‘But yet were

it fairly managed, 1‘would not“however be

intolerable, ' For-it'is certain, that the Cheats
.
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and Knaveries committed -on that account,
hre more to be feared than the Impofition it
GIf. 'This Tax robsa Man only of his Mo-.

ney.; but the Managers of it can deprive
him both of his Reputation, Life and Eftate:

For the Tools of Slavery and Arbitrary

Power being always, and every-where alike,
I mean, Covetous, Bafe, Unmerciful, and
Treacherous ; it happens, many times, that

ander colour, of fearching -2 Man’s Houle

upon pretence of Forbidden Salt, they lel
hide fome themfelves in a Corner, where .
they are fure to find it again upon a fecond
Vifit; and this is fufficient to fine a Man,
perhaps, more than he is worthin theWorld.
But if 2 Man fhould have an Enemy, who
s {5 bafe asto bribe the Officers of the Salt
into his Interefts, and oblige them to ferve
that Trick thrice upon him, which he can

do for a little Sum of ‘Money ; that Man

‘a Punifhment worfe a thoufand -times than

v

Death it felf, This Obfervation is not
grounded only upon a bare Peradventure,

" but there are ‘many*Examp:lcsﬁof ity afid

‘were it not for fear of bringing a Dxfgracc |
upon-fome Families that are now in E?gl‘,‘?{? |
1 could produce very good Authorities. -

1 have faid, that the Provirices of Poicfor, .
Xaintonge, Britany, and Guieune, are frec

D = ' frqm, :
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- Wouldit no be too feyere, nay; and incon-
- fiftent

fiom -the Gabelle s and perbaps forie will

W

1.

opinion, is grourided upon three Reafons :
t, Britany being united to the (i
Fiarice but fince Charles VIIL who inarried
the Heircfs of that fine Dutchy, “tis no
wonder that the Inhabitantsof that Proyince
have greater Privileges than othets, - And
fo 1 gay fay the fame thing 48 to Poicfon

“and Guienne, thof Countries being formerly

'
Ay

“fubjeted. to the Crown of England. . Butas -

for" Xaintonge, ot Pays d Aunix,truly there
s another partichlar Reafon : For, Firft,

to0-with the French King’s Interefts,

P e~
i

~ fo, impofe “the-‘Gabelle in that very Place
;where the Salt is .made? Secondly, T we
- “confider how, common and general the Infur-

4

retions were ifi Britany and “Guienne, in
1674, when the French King attempted to
put. that busthenfome Excifc upon  them,
perhaps we fhall find, a_reafonable”Caufe to

“conclude, ‘Thatif ‘the Gabells'be ndt intro-
duged in thofe Provinces, “tis purely becaufe

< oy 4

“the Inhabitants ar¢ 5’ ways difpofed to fuffe

it. Their Infusfcftion was'{o” great; that

they were forced, to give over that Defign ;.
“and had the Confe derates but'made’nfe of
. that favourable Oppostunity, 1t whight have |

: ST proved §

onderiat it and fhould I omit to fay what
ARSI RS SY RIS S IR S £2 SR | it M e
know upon that point, likely “enough I
fhould be blamed, " That diftinctiori, in my

ng ' utited to the’ Crown of

- Money:

(2x)
proved 4 fatal Confequence to.the Giandeur:
of :that Prince.  Thirdly; "Though: thefe

* Rdafons feem ‘veryprobable;: and:it is poffi-.
‘ble that theythave ina’ great meafure:contri-.

buted to the Eafe of thofe Provinces ; yet
I.take the French King to he fogreat an
Etiehy to every thing that has but the Sha-

~

dow of Liberty, and {o jealous of his Ar-

bitrary Power, that 1do verily believe he
would have ¢rufhed the pretended Privileges

of thofe:Provinces, and impofed. upon them

A

the Gabellé, had he not been kept from it

by other Confiderations : What they were,

I can'tetell; except ~thofe great Sums ‘of
which: thofe Countiés have from
tithe to time prefented to the-King;:at leaft
1 know this, ‘That they were ;givqn:»fOr} that
end, that’ {o - they'might be free -from that

terrible Taxv'And I fee noxaufe :why:d

‘may not conclude, That this/is: the principal
Reafon, why :they have ‘not yet undergone
-a‘Fate that is:common to-all the other Pro~
winces of Framce. .0 ~iiniis

LR 4 I

i Now. anBkcife: that.is- {orheavy and
burthenfome, would - bring -into. the King’s
‘Goffers .a"world;:of Moncy, :were-he not
forced to be at fuch vaft Expences ;. firft, In
tranfporting of Salt from the Place where it

4as'nidde, into thesother: Provinicess and; {e~

r

;;‘3@‘11?1.1“’?:3 in maiataining above/ T'wenty ‘Thou-
i o ~ fand

£
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fand ‘Men,: that. are employed about raifing.
the Gabelle, or for watching over the Faux
Sauniersy and-others, who would cheat the
King otherwife, in all probability.

EEEEERBOREEE

¥ ES Aides are an Excife upon Wine,
‘# , which is very ‘confiderable; but. for
the better underffanding of it;: 1 muft; .in the
firft place, tell you. forhething of the:Mea~-
fures that are ufed’ in:Parzs. . *We had {o
great.a Tradeat Bourdeaux for Wine, - that,

1 believe,:very few People. are ignorant of -
what the Meafure is the French call there ‘2
Tonnean 5 butin Paris and ‘the Neighbour=

hood of that City, they fpeak only of Muyds,
which is the Third part of a Tonnean, and
~‘contains about 280 Pints,.~Paris Meafure, |

- which ‘is:about: as. many. London. Quarts.

.And nowrafter: this ’Ex‘plfanation,, T.owill o

zpro'ceed,: BRI TP RIS R
L WHEN the Proprietors.of the; Vineyards

. about Paris havefold their, Wine,’ they are
o - -leiged_

((23)

obliged to deelareit at a certain Office, which'

.

isappointed for that purpofe, in a:convenient
place; and to tell the Officers; ‘or Clerks, at

what Price they fold: it per Muyd, and topay
One Penny per.* Livre, - befides: an addi-.
tional Duty of : Sixteen-pence Half-penny per -
Muyd.. The' ‘Wine=Coopers,:-or whoever:
have. bought that."Wine to beicarried  into:
Paris; are forced:: to.make a like Declara-:
tion atithe Gates of ' the City; and to pay the.
like Sum, wiz. One Penny per Liurey and.
Sixteen-pence Half-penny per Muyd for the

‘Additional Duty. r-But:heré iwe muft take

notice; Thatthis Second Office has:a:gieater:

- Power thanthe Firfts for by their own:An=:
thority, ' they :may-arbitrarily put what Price:

they. pleafe’ upon: the Wine,: which -véry

much - increafes the Dutiesupon “it; and,
God knotvs, they feldom, if ever,. fail .of
 this.But- over-and aboye'allthefe Impofi~ -
tions; they pay:for' the Duty of Entry 22

Livres ‘per Muyd to the King; befides fome

other - Duties to .the” Town-Houfé. = Wine
being thus broight into their Cellars, they
then muftpay yearly tothe 'King 8 Livres
1 Sous, or Penny half-penny, for having
the liberty to fell it again : And whenthey
fell ‘it, they muft:makeagdin the like De=
claration as: before, and pay’the like Sums-

L% The ,,,Fr'emb Lifvre is. de, (}_erl.-

. As

N S e
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Aé - thefe- Diitics and Declarations wefe =06

frequent, ‘the ~Wine-Coopers: ufed formerly:

to conceal:the true Price.of their Wine ; -but: -

now, -they: d_gng{*notdp;' it, for fear of /being
catched : For.the Excife-men knowing the:
general Price: of Wine, as-well as the Wine=:

Coopers themfelves, ‘and: having Power:to.

take it, paying to the Cooper the Price: ‘hei

has put uponit in his Declaration; they would:

ut the -rifque of fuffering -great lofs: and:

PR A R

DI S : \
LR ST E D,

~ \W Bi a.hdkzerf~hitheito:~f¢én what the Diuties.
are -that:the | Wine:Merchants:: pay 3 letias:
fee - now. what " thofe are:: thatiage: impofed

upon: the! Vintners ;1. mean; ;thofé:whe fetl:

“Wine by Retail. "Tis notfree for any Mai
it Paris to fet upia Sign-and fell: Winejoas

seisin London; Imean, aftér hehasferyed
an Apprenticéthip; the ‘time:zappointed by
the - Guftoms ¢ This- Libeity  muft: be:ob«
tained from: the .French: King; and for it 2
Man muft pay yearly 8.Livres i1 Sous;itor
Penny.half-penny’; this is called The Dity
of - Sign.. ‘Befides, they were fornierly ohis

figed to give the Eighth Part of the Mofiey
~ they ireceived. for the. falé of their Wing;

but becaufe : this ‘was .too:: troubléfome, s

~well to the King’s Officers;’ias to;the: ' Vints
~ pérs themfelves, they made an Agreement
~ to.pay 8. Livres 1 Sous.. Half-penny . for

.. Every

’

every Muyd .of,,\Wine they. fell, let.it Jbe
good orbad )Thls}s whattthT em‘bcaﬂ
‘Lo Huitseme,. and in what Duties that great

“Excife upoh Wine doth confift, called Les

Aides s L think how.not improper 10 1¢roapi-

tulate. all -thofe Dutics; ‘that we may;feg.in

Lo R

ong, View, -what they amount 0. ;-

 Axp the better to illuftrate the matter,

1 minft.put 2 Price upon the Muyd of Wine;

and fee what Money .comes to the King by

the Sale of that Muyd, that is, fomewhat
like, our Hogfbead, but a little larger; con-
taining about 280 Quarts.. 'Lhe common
Price about Paris. was; in time of Peaces
18 of 20, Livres per Muyd; but now it i
four .times . as dear again: fuppofing; How=
ever for our purpofe, that a Muyd of Wine

be fold in-the Vincyards for 18 Livres, that

s, neat 27 Shillings of our Money, the Ero-

prictor .muft pay, in the firft place, Two
Shillifgs and Ten-pence Half~pennys for

.

the firft Duty of the Declaration; the like

the Gates of . the City, fuppofing the Officers

~ Sum muft be paid by the Wine-Merchant at.

fo be honeft s (but if they will put a highet
Price upon -it, for it abfolutely depends oft.

their Roguery, or:Caprichio, 1 can fay
nothing to that) .and 23, Livres befides, for
the Duty of Entry., Sothat it is mapifeft, a
Hogfhead of Wine, which was fold for. 27
LA Shillirigs

o1
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Shillings Sterling, pays to the King, befides

fome Diities to the Town- Houfe, 33 Shil-

lings ‘and o Pence.”

PP ESE ate the Duties of the firft: Sale 5

now let ‘us fuppofe thatthe fame ‘Muyd be
fold to a Vintner: As the Wine-Merchant

muft get fomething to live, he cannot fellit
for lefs than Sixty Livres, having laid out

Forty-threcalready, befides the Expences of
the Carriage 5 upon ‘which, hemaft pay

again for the Declaration One Penny per

Livre, and ‘the additional Duty, ‘which
comes to Five Shillings and Teti-pence
Half-penny ; and the Vintner -befides, being
obliged to pay 8 -Livres, One Penny Half-
penny 5 it followeth, - that the’ King ' re-
ceivéth from “this fecond Sale, 12 Livres,
Seven-pence ; that is, 19 -Shillings, Six-
pence, onc Farthing of our Englifh Money,
which  being - joined to 39 Shillings, ‘and

~ Nine-pence of ‘the firft Sale; it appears,

that a Muyd of Wine, fold at firft for Twenty
Seven -Shillings, pays to the “King Two

Farthing,

B

‘Pounds, - Nineteen Shillings, Three-penice

- Now ‘tis ot 'Aonl'y"- in' Paris that thefe

ﬂ'z'de's are impofed; but all the Provincesof this
Kingdom, except Langtiedoc, Guienne, Li-

- mgfin and Britany, are liable to this Excife:

Indeed

f o
b

| 5
1481
k.
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Indeed the Entries arc not fo confiderable

in the other Towns, as they are o Tarits
but they pay every where the Huitieme,

that is, the Eighth part of the Priccof theis

Wine.. And as.to the Countries, becayfe
there can be no Duty. of Entry laid onthem,
they pay therefore, in: lieu of it, another,
which, inmy Opnion, is much worfé. 28
“on as ever the Vintage 15 OVEeT, the Rd“i
Je Cave, Cellar Rats, (o the People ¢all
the Officers for the Aides) g0 10to CYETY
Man’s Cellar, be he of what Sort . foeyer,

- ve in them: And three Months after,
?ﬁ:;;’:;nzﬁic% a fecond , Search, to fee what 1s
become of that Wine; and if any has been
fold, they .muft firait produce the Acqus”
tances of the Office, which is appointed for

and takean exaét Account of the Wine they

‘the Declaration of the Price, and of the

1ditional Duaty which 1 have already ex-
ﬁiﬁ:ﬂd Andyas for the Wine which has
been drank in the Family, they pgy‘anoth__ct’_
Duty, called Le trop e, that is to. fay,
To0 much drank s and this "Tax amounts to
g Livres, or 13 Shillings Sterling. - Now
this Vifit coming Quarterly, muft needs be

yery troublefome: But is this not an unde~

i ble Proof of the Fatherly Carethe French
King takes of his People? - Perhaps the;;
vould atherie ke an fmedei® WL
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the ‘Creature ; but this Duty indogtrinates
‘them to bie fober, in pityto thelr Purfes.
_1'had forgot, the Province of Normandy

muft alfo be excepted: Though others pay
only ‘the Eighth . Patt, yet this'ipays the
Fouith of all 'the Liquors that are fold in
Publick-Houfes; .as Wine, Beer; Cyder,
- Agua-vite, and thelike : {othatif aQuart
of Wine fhould be fold for Two Shillings,
 the King muft have, Six-penee oyt of it, bes
fides all other Duties of Entry,’ &¢. which
T have before meritioned, Thefe’Duties of
~ Entry, are different oné from the other, al-
moft in every Town'; but dt” Rosen, ‘the
_ Gapital Gity of the Province, they: amount
to. 15 Livres per Muyd, that'is) 22 Shil-
lings and 6 Peice Sterling. T-carnotfay
 pofitively what it is they pay for Cyder, or .
Beer; but asmuch as I can remember of i, B
‘tis.about the Fourth Parcof what they pay |
for Wine. Tt is likewife to be ‘obferved,  §
that becatife Normandy produces 0 Wine, k.
and there are exceflive Cuftoms every ‘where
upon the Frontiers of ‘that Province, aswell -
as at the Sea-Ports ; therefore inftead *df the U

Quatrieme, o Fourth Part, the Kivg re= |

- Wurx 1 faid that the Duty of Entry
for Wine, amounts at Parés. but to 22

- and Liattle‘Duries of the States, which.come:

| elfe, yet about/fix

(29) =~
o‘r'{i‘st‘_g."'fa'nd 9’2%.": Sterling, 1t 1s €O | '

L»z‘fvr‘eks_ 1d 9 Hiey
be ‘?ufidélfﬁmd,' of ‘the moft:Commdh Wine 3

for the Beft pays a great deal ‘more. The

Mufiadine, for inftance, pays 2 lo10% and
the *Hq-ud#@ir_ge 3/, 165. 6 d. But: I muft
obferve to you, that the Aquarvitae pays:-a

double: Duty;. that “is, the: Fourrh Part in-
fread of “the Ejghth, 0 o

- TuoUcH Britanybea Paysd'Eitars, a8
the! French callit, yet it hath .4 terrible: Ex-.
cife there upon'Wine. Such -are’ the Great

to--a Hundred - Lsvres, or 7.4 135 9ids
Sterling per Tonneau, Bourdeaux Meafure,
that iis, 4 Hogfheads of Wine, containing,
in all, about 840 of our London Quarts.
And though this Excife is raifed upon Wine,
fold only in Publick-Houfes, and no where.
[ears ago was it let to
sllsoms. of Livres, which
amounts to 230,768 4 45 6 4. Sterling,
whereof Two Mithign, Live Hundred Thou-
[fand Livres are paid ‘to the' King, and the
other Five Hundred Thoufand are to bear
the Charges of the States of the faid Pro~
vince. Over and above thefe Duties, there
is another called Impoft & Billot, belonging
only to the King, which brings every Year
into his Coffers so0,000 Livres.. 'This Duty it
gonfifts in 34 Shillings and 7 Pence, which ' :.?': ‘
a4 SRS BT T e |
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the AKiﬂgj;takés'thcré upon _every Tun of

" Wine. He hath alfo a,Cuftom of 3 Shil-

lings and o Pence:upon every. Tun of Wine,

brought to Britany by Sea: So that allthefe
“Duties, when compared together, make it
- plainly manifeft, that the Excifc upon every
Tun of Wine, amounts t0 9 4 45.- 6.d.
which is more than the Price of the Wine:
This,. I think, is fufficient to explain the
Mager I'was to make .out, viz. Wherein
confifted the Excife upon Wines, which the:
- Frenchcall’ Les Aides 5 but to have it more
clea’rly:underﬁood, I would . again defire the

" Reader; to read it with Care and Astention.. ,

~ ARTICLE IV. '
T Of t/:e..;EN:T RIE S.

H1S is a General Excife upon cVery
| thing that comes to Paris; for no-
thing thereisfree, but Air, befides the Ri-

City.'I wifth Icould be as particular upon
this Article, as I have been upon the others 5
but it cannot reafonably be expefted, that

~ ver which runs through the middleof the

the Mem'o;ry of a Manis able to fupply him,
for fuch an Undertaking; however I'll do .
'my Endeavour to’ explain it, as well as I

can.

Ii the Entries of Paris and Rouen,
there is included a Duty which the French
call ‘Pie-fouchie, that is, anExcife uponall
Cloven-footed Beafts; as Oxen, Sheep, Swine,
and the like. They pay for every Ox, at
this time, o Shillings Sterling; for a Cow,
7 Shillings and. 6 Pences 3 Shillings and 4
Pence for a Calf, or a Hog; half a Crown
for a Sheep, and five Groats for a Lamb. 1
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fay, at this time, for in times of Peace, this

Daty was not 0 highby onc half. "There is,
a Duty too upon Fowls, 1 s
~per - Livre, let unto Farm, pear-25 +/Thou=

~which is 4 Pence
fand Pounds.
T u g, Impofition that is ‘laid tpon Tims

ber, and other Wood fit for Work and Ser=
vice, is let, ar at leaft wasfo fome Years

~ago, foris5,384/. 125 Sterling, per An=

, 'TrAT upon Fire-wood amounts to much
more, but indeed I cannot ‘now remember,
nor learn, how much the juft Sumis: But
and Three-pence, for every Load of Fires

wood; ‘and whofoever will confider the

largenefs of the City of Paris, the Num=
bers of Families in it, and that they burn no
Sea-Coals, cannot but agree, that this Tax

muft bring in a vaft Sum of Money to the
Exchequer. I muft plead the like Excufe;

as to the Duties of Entry laid upon Char-

coal, and Hay, and both Salt and Freft

Fify: butthe Reader may eafily guefs, that

they are not in any difproportion te thofe I

1 have already mentioned.

(33
- Beas, Butter, Cheefe, and all matinet

of Herbs pay 4 Pénce per- Litre, that is; 4

Shillirgs per Pourds - e

Ir all the Morey actruing from - thofe
Impofitions, wete ‘brought. into the ' King’s
Treafuryy it, would amount €0 a vaft Sumi’;

but itzmult be: Obfere’ds that- from tinie to
time the 'Fremch King createth (to fe the
Frepch Phrafe) many Imployments en Titre
d'Office} that is; - Hereditary-Imployments,
to be. Overfeers of the Sales of “certain Corhi~
modities, with a Privilege, that no body
fhall fell what they fell but themfelves ; and

béfides, they take for-their own Ufe, one

part of -the Duties that “are 1aid upony fome
certain Commodities. ~Some Years agos there
were 44 Furez (fo they call them) created

~all at once; -to~Sell, or,Appraifc'Fowls‘,l_’an& ,_
each of them paid down above 3000 Poundss
-and to repay them{tlves, they took 3 Hal{-

petice per - Livre. A like number was ciea-
ted for Fifb, with the fame Salary: ~Thote
for Hay are far more ‘numerots, but:then

they are not altogether fo dear, for they
“may . bebought for 2307/ 13 s« 6 d. Thofe

upon Chiarcoal coft above 3000 /. “butthey
are not many, but thofe upon Wood are in»

fumerable' s and 1 anr very well-informed,

that the French King has - received out of

F thofe

e e e e e o e i e e A RS T
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thofe Offices for #vod, near Two Millions,

‘Four, Hundred Thoufand POpnds Sterlmg |

Now:to re-pay themfclves they.areallowed,
‘as I have {aid, fome Dutles 3 g

very often, demands from them fome ready
.Money, and-this encreafeth their Duties {o
much the more, and is- the Reafon that all
‘maanner, of things . are grown grqdatzm in
Paris, 10 fuch ao~~exceﬁiv€ ‘Prige:5 for
thergds a General Exw;ﬁ upon all things in
the ‘World that come into that; Cfty, even

iand the Dqty 1a1d upon thcm was Let at
12,23 / 15 éd O LSRN ,‘, .

A ND thxs Duty of Entrj is not parncular

ut-the. King,

only to Paris ; for ‘it is impofed upon moft

pArts ¢ of France, with this only-Difference,

That. the Duties are.not exacted {ohig hc—

very-where. One Example of thlS, Ihopc,

wll] be fuﬂiment T

At szen in Narmmdy, a Place well
known to our Englifb-men, .they: pay for
every Pound of Bm‘tera Half—penny

For a Load of Fzre—-fwood 1o Pence. .

. For a Load of szber, 13 Shlllmgs and
4Pence.-,

For a. Load of qu, 1 thlhng and 8
Pcnce. 3 o :

S For

an Effe& of Arbitrary Power :

| (35)
“For a Horfe-Load of I/Vood as they tfe

that Country, 2 Pence Half penny.
" For a- Hor%'e—Load of I*sz, 3 Shlllmgs

.and s Pence.

Feot the Load o fa Man, or Woman, of

g-Pence. And
sz}?‘or a Horfe-Load of Carn, 3 thllmg

RTICLE V
Of t/Je ngs DhMESNE tmd
| ‘ CUSTOMS | |

Have but very httle to fay upon thefe

; 1 don’t look on them to be
 Heads ; for 0 e o

in the World ‘muft have a fufficient Reve-"

r in Lands, or Cuftoms, to {up-

11]32:; tfll;gxe, and fo hasthe Crown of France.
But -as the French Kings have, within this
laft Century; Very: much enlarged their Pri-
wmiitive Power, tis no- ‘wonder if they haye
encreafed hkemfe their ancient PatrlmonyI
The Duty join’d to the "Demeﬁze, Whlchd
take to-be T yranmc.al -1§ that called Lods

tain Sum of Money
c’r Ventes 3 thatis, g Cil ’ whxch

N ey etz
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‘ Indcﬁd “this Dut
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~which People are forced to pay, wheneve1

they fell their E,ﬂatcs, or- any ‘patt of them.

y is not in all Places alike s
in the’ Country where the Cuftomary Law.

of Paris is received, the Buwyer isobliged

to pay the King the Twe{ﬁ‘b Penny 5 that
is to fay, Out of .12 Thoufand Pound; Qne

Thoufand : But at Troyes in’ Champazgme, |

they pay Three Shillings and Fout-pence
outof every Pound; and that Duty “is paid,
the one half by thc Bujer, and the other
half by the Sel/er. This is very hard

THIS T ax, for truly it deferves no bet-
tec a Name,

French ng, butabout T'welve Years ago,
he created anothet very like it: For he or-

- dered, That all People fhould pay the fame

Duty, whenever they bartered their Lands,
as if they had fold them for ready Money,

This was harder yet than the other; and
never were the Fremch King's SubJe&s fo
much harafs'd and plagu'd upon account of
any Tax, as they have been of this : For’
they have been forced to pay the Arrears

thereof, if I may fo call it; having been
- call’d to give an account for thefe Twenty |

Years 1dﬁ paﬁ:

THE Traites Fomzms or Cuﬂ@ms, are

2 Duty laxd upon all Cqmmodxtxes that are

exported

is not of the Creation of this - §

of -all Taxes ;

(37)

exported from France, or 1mported into ity

But  this in it felf is not very {furprizing,

fince fome fuch Duty as this is generally over
‘all the World, andis, no doubt, the ﬂlghteﬂ:

yet the French King has

raifed it to fuch a vaft degree, that it is be-
comeabfolutely Tyrannical and Slavith. Tll
give you but one Inftance, viz. upon Sugar,

. which pays Three Pence per‘Pound Ano-

ther Obfervation I fhall make upon thefe

Cuftoms, is, That the following Provinces,

to wit, Britany, ‘.Pozﬁau, Xaintonge, Gui-
enne,  Languedoc; Provence, Dauphine,
Lorrain, and the New Congueftsys being
look’d upon all of them as Foreign sz‘es,
there - is another. Cuftom upon all Commo-
dities that are exported or imported into thefe
Provinces, which is fo. fevere and Ttigorous,
as if they were exported into Holland. Why
thefe Provinces Thould be accounted Fo-
reign Smtes, I could never hear any other
Reafon given, but thatformerly. they were

fubjeed to fome particular Princes, and not

to .the Crown - of France ; but pray, Was
not Normandy ruled by hcr own Dukcs, as

well as dquztazne 2

»»e%%a@
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Of Jever ol TAXES, and Créa’tz"’ah&y |

~ of OFFICES.

like thofe in England ; for thefe are given
Gratis, but the others are fold by the
Fremech King. There is alfo another con-
fiderable Difference between them, v:iZ.
That the Place of a Judge here is, Quam
diu bene f¢ gefferit s whereas the Imploy=
ments of Couniellors in Parliament in France,
are. Hereditary : But this muft be obferved,
that . to keep thofe Places to their Families,
they are obligéd :to pay every Year a Duty,
which is called Pauletie, from one Paulet,
who was the firft that contrived this T'ax.
This Duty amounts to Fifty Pounds per Ann.
for each Counfellors and befides all this,
theyare forced likewife to make a Loan, or
rather, a Gift to the King, every Five Years,
whichis:Nine times as much as the Annual
| Duty ;

/

HE Office of Counfellor in Parlia-
‘ment -in France, is not difpofed of

U

(39)

Duty 5 and - fhould they fail ~performing
thefe ‘Conditions; they prefently :lofe thieir -

Right: of Inheritance. “Whengver “a:Coun~

fellor ‘dies, ‘or by any Refignation; His Son

comes into his (Place, he muft: pay another
‘Duty; which:amounts to the Eighth Part-of
the Price .of the Place, whatever it be: 3 fo

that if the Place be valued at Fifty. Thou~
fand Crowns, he muft pay above:Six' Thou=
fand. There is an Office appointed for the
réceiving of: this ~Money, -and for'the Sale of

cafuelles.- -

vacant Places, called Le Bireau: ;dé&;??zirtié: '

H
i

ST ¢ LR R 5
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. "T'n & Decimes; ot Tenths of the Clergy,
issa Tax -w hich rall-the. Clel‘gy-Menof “the
Kingdom pay-ito’ the. King out of their Lis
vings.. This'Tak, at firft,” was granted the
Kings of Franie, upon Pretence’ of 'a W at
againft the:[nfidels’s and; if laminot miftaken,
it began in 1189, lt'Was very inconfider-

ablé at firflt, ds appears’ by its very Name)

and 'granted “only"for 4 ‘certains time ¢ but

fucceeding Kings have found olit+a: ' way to

raife- it; and<not only {0, but'to: -make-it

perpetual. The late King efpecially, the
~ moft ingenious: and exquifité Prince in - the
"World for increafing his Revenues, - had

raifed' it, as he had dcne other "Taxes, ac-
cording to his own Pleafiires“and from
the Tenth, it is brought - up now- to ‘the

Fi ozmb -
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S (40
Fourth : art fo that if ‘a: ‘Curate hath’ zﬁ

. Living but of'a Hundred Pounds per Anmtm; |

‘he muft .pay every Year  to the King 2’5
- Pounds of . it, befides' what he is obhged 1o
contribute towards the: “Free-&szt,A

,the Clelgy ‘make every. Five Years tothé
o If the Clergy, who are Favourites;
| ée fo miich Opprefs d, W/mt muﬁ ée t/oq
Condztzon 0f the Lmtj 2.

T HE iPaper and Tarclammt Mark d
was 1mpofed insthe Year 1672... Andrthe”
are o called from a Flower-de-Lz)ce;
wherewith they are ftamped; all Indentures,

Bonds, Agreements, Leafes; in a ‘word; all

manner-of ‘Writings, except private ‘Létters;j
and Bills of Exchange,:muft:be written-upon
this : Paper. -or- Parchment only; otherwifle
they are void in Law. : The.Paper isdiz
vided into-Sheets, Half- Sheets, and Quar~
ters. ‘of a-Sheet: - 'The whole Sheet :is:0ld

for ‘Three~pence, the Half for three Halfs

pence, and the (luarter for T'hree-Farthings.

"The Parchment isdearer, for you muftgive:

Twenty-pence for a Skin. -Now whofoever
confiders the great-Extent of ance, mufk

needs agree’ ‘that thlS muﬁ bnng 1 a. mxghty

Sum of Money

AT much about the fame time that thxs
Taper-—Tax was 1mpoﬁ:d there was another

3 | Tax

that

(41)

Tax found out, called Com‘rol/e. Now to

u derit nd what this is, 1 muft ob-
';’;%l\:::l};o yr:)u, ﬁat whereas Law-Smts geng-
rally begin, here in England by, Avreﬂs,
they begin in France by a ‘Summons, to
_appear. before thed]udges Thxs:%tmmam
‘muft be Contro/le that is, d, and

Vig

ﬁgned“by an Officer called Com‘roﬂer, whofe |

,Fee is FiVC—pchC.

ALL “the Silver a’nd Gaa ‘Pl’a’te *tii‘a‘t 'is '

l{o
xde throughout the Kingdom, muftbea

gcl:mped w%h the Kings Mark, and “the
Goldﬁmth pays for that 3 Shlllmgs and 4
Pence for every Mark, that is, for every

Eight 'Ounces.  'This
to Faxm for 2 ),ooo Pounds.

Al

d w1th
P EWT ER muf’t be alfo ampe

the ngs Mdrk Wthh coﬁs one Permy _per
Pound .

THE Stockmgs
Countnes are alfo markd and the I§1ng

hath for hlS Mark Two-pence per Paxr

So are alfo all Hat: and the Duty upon
them'i is 10 d a Piece.

Wt
PER

Duty wa.s yearly fet

commg from Forexgn |




Irov, Steel, Capper and Leatl i
. Irow, Szeel, Copper and Leather .
“be alfo Marked; butindeed I cannot g}ourf_

. tively fay now, whiat the Duty is.

' ‘_E’VE'RY | Hac‘lenejz;‘bm,ﬁ, L
pa ear sckney-borfe in the Kingd
THE new Tax upOn’Choc’olate” T T
| , e, Te
-,,:Coﬂ"ec’, was let yearly at 30,769 ], 4 ;.363;d

CIw many Provinces of Frange, asin

S MRt AR anc¢e, asin Nor-
’”f%’d)’ , éc. the Pidgeon-Houfes are affefled
11‘% Ten Years ; fome of them pay 25 Crowns.

' nefsof them.

Tux French Nobility and Gentry, beir.lgv.

pblxged,. or, atleaft, ufed to {pend more
thian their yearly Revenue, it often ha‘pp&n‘s:
that they contraét fo many Debts, 'as makes
the{n forced to fell their Eftates. Now if
_;tb:e;,r;‘Noblg Mannors are fold to anjr Mer-
chant: or other, under the @alify of 2 No-
E)[lcman, they muft pay every T wenticth
Year, gy‘vhqlg Year’s Revenue to the King;
and thisis what the Frepch call Francfief, ’

TQERE '1;8 anoth S 1 ‘
- TRERE i3 another Duty all over th
‘%lquom’ called Barrage, which is pfxidvb;

~the Waggoncrs and Carriers, ‘and this was
employed

rd

A B e o iy Bl )

(43) |
employed for the repdiring of Bridges and
High-ways 5 now the King hath appro=
priated it all to his own ufe, under the Pro~
mife, - That he himfelf would take care of
Payemeiits, Bridges, &¢, But he has kept
his Word herein as Religioufly, ashe hath’
the Treaty of Nimeguen. o
EVERY Houfein Paris was affefled ata
gertain Sum for the Poot, and the Scavengers,
as they ‘are here in London ; but the King
hath ‘obliged the Proprietots of each- Houfe,
to redeetit that Tax, by paying 2 certain
Sum into his Coffers, and He hath rakenupon
him the caré of keeping the Poor, “and of
cleanfinig the Streets s bt how he hath;per=

* formed what he had promifed, wemay learn

from ptiblicklntclligences; wherein we are
told, That 211 the Inhabitants of ‘Parishave
been now lately affeffed, upon the account
of the Poot:. - R

BESIDES t‘he‘Du‘tiés‘ of the Cuﬁom-Hmfé,

there is a kind of Tax upon Tobacco, I 1a¥,

5 kind of a Tax? ‘becauft it is rather,- in rea-

lity, an Engroffing of the 'Trade of that
Commodity. 'There ate a Company of

People, that pay to- the King a Sum of Mo

fey yearly, to have the Privilege of felling

Tobacco, and that at their own Word.

oaceh T g This
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T hls Sum a\mounts to about Go,ooo l Stcr-a-

hng‘ : '::.‘.:.?f-,_ A
A«L L People who Iet Lodgmgs furmfhed
in,, ‘Pam, and. all the Inn—keepers L‘ibon

-----

 High-ways, have been mxed thhm thcfo
 few Years.

AR
R )

T H o U G H the Counfellors in Parllament

be very: numerous, yet the French King
in
hath lately, I mean; fince the begmmng (;gf_

the War, encrcaled thcn Number an
Ezg/atb in each Parlxament who have paid
veady, Money for their Places cach of them
100,000 Livres, ‘that is 76921 651 d.

2 farth, Sterlmg And over, and above thxs :

Sum, they pay the. Annual Duty, as well
as others, and. each of them hZ:re &Zu
Taxed fince tbat txme 12 Thoufand Li-

vres, of 976 Pounds, 18 Shlllmgs Sterlmg

Tae French King hath erefted Lz 7:-
tre 4'Office, the Mayorsof all the LntlesTf)f
-the ngdom, and becaufe this Place is
| ‘Hereditary, and thofe in pofieffion of them
“are fice from quartering of Soldiers, and

-other- pubhck Charges, befides the Ho,nour
“they have been {old very dear. . Iwill ngé
but an Inftance, the Mayor. of Cuen in

Normandy, which is not one of the moft
con-

V’__F‘._'_______..{,,—«———..,-,__.__m'_w-.

(4-5)

fconﬁderable “Citigs* in Frmzce, ha§ g;ald

Fbout 4000 /. Sterling. ¢

THO sE whofellany and] by Retaxl
if thcxr Shogas orin the Sticgts; ata Half-
penny. Glafs, (4s they ufe in wioft pait of
me‘e) have been Er ccred ‘a0, fince this.
War, En Titre de Office, atid ‘have paxd
23 ?dunds 1 thlhng, and 6 Penco.. B

A very poor Sort'of People called Crzer‘s_
of old Shoes, -Hits 'and Rigs, have alfo
becn Ereded En Titre & Oﬁce, and ‘each’
of them has pald 7 Pounds ‘3 Shlﬂmgs,
and 6 Pénc - | |

THE Bjarbers, who were Pertiw 1g—makers,
were Erefted - “Ewn Titre dOffice in 1672,

and ‘thén ‘they paid 133 Pounds, 18 -Shil-

lings 3 and foon- after, they were forced to
pay a like Sum, and fince -this War, they
have been 'T: axed a-new, each of them at
38 Pounds, 7 Shillings, and 6 Pence."

T will not ‘however
Cities of France, they have paid {o much,
for I would have this be underftood of Pa-
‘7is only 5 for i ‘the-‘other Cities, they have
paid’ propbrtionablc to their “Trade.

‘thier Obfervation 1 muft make is, that the
very - 'Country=V illage ‘Barbers have been
forced to takel Letters of - :Licepce from the

ng,

fay, that in all'the’

"Ano- -

i oL
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ng ;,and?v : Ifﬁlpiiofe, o -body will think
“that they are granted gratis, when they are

fo forced upon them.

. TuE Frenc/o ngbegunby theTerrz-

‘wig-makers, to Tax “Tradefinen: Forin 4

little while after, all ‘the other Tradefmen
and Artificers throughout the Kingdom
were aflefled likewife. To be particular in

this point, would require a Volume ; and fo -

I muft content my felf, for brevity fake,
with one Example, which fhall be of -the
Weavers of Paris, the ‘moft miferable
Tradefinen in France, who were affeffed at
7 Pounds, 1 Shillings, and 6 Pence. .~

 Avv Officers of Fuftice, as Judges; At=
‘torneys, Regifters; Bailiffs, Notarics, &c.
_have  alfo been Taxed, every one of them
according to, the Fees of their feveral res:
fpedive Places. = . N,

Tue Packers havé'be_en alfo Ere&ed En
Titre d'Office, but I cannot yet tell what
they have paid, PO

 Eyery Month produces fome riew fourid

out Offices, and about a Yearago, the Por-
ters were Erebted En Titre 4Office, undet

the '\Ti.tle'of Bouteurs a Port, that is, with
- the Privileges of unloading the Boats laden

with

- per Tun.

| (47)

‘with Wine, and fome other ‘Commodities,
They paid each of ‘them about 800 /. Ster~
ling, and they are allowed about Five-pence.
er This will look fomewhat Ro-
mantick, at leaft, very furprizing ; but -it

muft be confidered, that thefe Places being
Hereditary, and of a great Revenue, a Man

can make no better ufe of his Moncy, than
in :P‘chhaﬁng»of- them, T

SincCE the bcginh_ing of this War, the

French King has created fome Officers for
Funerals, called Criers. 'When any Per-
fons die, thefe Officers are appointed £0 take
care of their Funerals, which they make at
what Expence they pleafe, ‘
oppofe them, under a very great Penalty,
They are allowed for their ‘Trouble, a cer-
tain Sum of Money, and befides, they en-
joy fome Privileges and Immunities, as from
quartering of Seldiers, and other . Parifh
Charges. L SRR IR -

_;TH:E‘-R £ is a2 World of other Duties,

Taxes and Offices, which it would be too

tedious to relate; and, in a manner, impof-
fible.  But, I hope, what 1 have faid, is
fufficient to convince any Man of Brains and
Senfe, that isnot ofa refolved:and obftinate
Inflexibility,
carried his Tyranny, as well.as his Prero-

ga:wg B

for no body can:

that the French King hath

T WL I

ot
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gatwe, fo a Degrec unknown unto all: for«
mex ‘Ages. Il therefore leave this Subye&

in Fraunce. 'The Brewers in Mons: have
been lately Ere@ted En Titre-d Office, and
have been forced to paya Hundred Crowns
“a=piece ;-2 Man cannot ,be admitted into Ho-
Iy Orders, without paying 4 Crowns, nor
contra& Matrimony, without a Lxcence,
whlch coﬁ:s Ten—thlhngs

B | ha.d almoﬁ forgot mentxomng one. thmg,
N whxch is even more intolerable, than the
- heavieft Tax Ihave yet fpoke of ; I mean,
the raifing or leflening the Current Coin,
And to explain my meaning, 1 muft obferve
- toyou, That when the French King is at a
- pinch for, Money, then he raifes his Coin,
as high ashe pleafeth s and afterwards he
1eﬁeneth it, when he. ‘hath not fuch need
Thus the Lewis d Or'’s arerifen at this. txme,
from Fleven to Fourteen Livres, and his
Crowns in propottion; fo that Whenever
this War fhall be at an end, Pe0ple will
Jofe Four Shillings and Six-pence ,in every
Lewis &Or; and fooner -too, if .this War
~continyes, or the King, by his -Rayal; E
dict, will, as: he <hath already «done feveral
times, fct 2 lower Value -upon the fame
nxeces, and, command them allto be brought

mto

‘after this fhort Remark That in the New
Cmque/fs, People are no better treated than |

mto the Mmt, y a certain i‘cated Time,
under {fevere. Penalues fo be new ﬁamp dy

;and then afterwards he will. raxfe the Pnce

ag high as he pleafes by ‘which means he

il get a vaft profit Limfelf, to the De<
N preﬁion and Ruin of his. People.

:One In-
ftance will {crve to clear up this s the Lewis,

- 40r’sy wh1eh are eurrent now. at Fourteen
- Lisvres, wﬂl be valued but at

they mu{’t be carried to the Mint, | -where,

o will pa thent ‘at’ that Price; ‘with:
| lﬁ: rIfelwg ﬁamp% 3(rlom ‘and.fome time after, |
 thofe very Lewisd Or’s with the new Royal,

Stamp {hallbe worth Fourteen and Fifteen.

Livres, or whatever other hlgher .Value
o the Kmv 1s pleafed to put them at..

'Mdhorisg,
- I ‘v £ fiot forg,et nelther the Fwe E
of Lzlftl;re.v ‘that the City of Paris is now,__‘:
~at this Day cbhged to pay. the King, as

' zette ol
we may | feé in' our G4, Lo
Payment, “which amounts to near Four Hun WL

dred Thoufand Pounds' Stérling, is a 11tt1ei,§,""

hazd, confidering’ the other T a.xee wh”‘
ﬂ‘xa.t Clty is charﬁed thhal

(a9)

Twelye, and.

This forced,
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sittes, méd ﬁa?w they are ca//éé’z’éa?;-

Of the French' King's yearly Reve-

B

N\ Otwithftanding all the Taxes Ihave
_ N already mentioned, and the- many o=,

thers which I have here omitted, yet the
Erench King’s yearly Revenue amounts tiot
to {0 great a Sum, one would be eafily
tempted, at firft, to imagine. I have ‘been
often told;’ that it came toabove a Hundred
and Fifty' Millions of Livres; but afier a
. nartow Inquiry into it, I found, that at the

death of Monficur' Colberz, it came only to
a Hundred Thirty Three Millions, Two .

- Hundred Thoufand ZLivres s or Ten Mil-

lions, 'T'wo Hundred Forty Six Thoufund,

One Hundred and Fifty. Three Pounds, Six~
 teen Shillings and Six~pence of our Englifp

- Moniey. Now when we confider, that

~ finee this War, the' Freneh King hath raifed

his

3

I
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his Taxes higher than ever “they were, anc
| ..léfl;zat:d _m"an% Offices and Employments, :we

fhall be apt to'think, thathis Revenues muft
g::i%sbl:ea?o? much t’hesm‘orc :mgmaﬁ:d- 5! ;bbut
yct, if at the fame time, we do but refle&t

~ lamentable Decay of his Tra(:if in .
| :?§;Ig§12dom,~ we fhall find, upon a fcn(\)}?s’
‘Examination, that the increafing of : hl's'
Taxes, can hardly make amends for the
"V'Loj} of his Cuftoms, and -'con_‘fequqntly tha;
hlS Revenue is much about what 1t ;w,as“-; at

the time I fpeakof.

' Bur perhaps fomebody will fay, How

‘ King keep fuch great Ar=-
can the French King keep fuch g \
ffnies in Pay, if his yearly Revenue be no

more? The Anfwer to this Objedtion is

wvery: ealy, to any one who knows that

20,000 Horfe, ftands this Nation in -morcz
:;tha?n a Hundred Thou‘fand{ ‘coﬁs.the Frem"
King. Our. fingle: Troopers have near 2 5.

: and the ‘ French have hardly
6 d, aDay, and the Frmc/a_k - hardl;
5 d. JOurYFootf-Soldi_e?rS' have 8 4. or; at

. e Tield and the  FErench
leaft, 64. in the Ficld, and the Lrenco
‘have only Six-Farshings,and the Muni--

rw”?bread o

e

HE ﬁ'sﬁ fIicgu.ld;vvéry»Well“put an-end to

-this Difcourfe; but that 1'think my: fe1f;911);.,.
. liged .tO( remove one AObJe&lon : more,; which,

.1 know, fome People will be apt to. make

H 2 againt
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. ‘yearly but Ten Millions, and England Five,
‘we - lie under harder Circumftances than
- they- doy fince Framce is

(s2)

fa’g%in,ﬂeni,e; viz, That if the French pay

T'wice as big as
England atleaft, - -~ oo S

Turs, 1 confefs, feems at firfy tobea
-Né'ry.?-»fpé;CiOps-. and confiderable’ O,bj'e Gion' s
but “in' anfwering of it, 'Twould defire my

Reéadér, to.make, with me, thefe following
Remarks » Firft, -’tis a- Truth beyond -Con-

tradi@tion, that the Taxes 1aid in England,

:hov'v heavy foever they may feem to be, are
but  for one Year, dnd thefe toa laid on, as

by our own Confent: but thofe in' France
~ have been made - perpetual, by the Grand

Impofer on his Sibjetts Eftates and Liberties,
for-above thefe T'wenty Years. .-‘This is a
-very notable Difference: . Secondly, It muft

- 'beobferved, that all Taxesin Frazice, except

-the Taslle; are let to Farm s whereby it is

manifeft, that they muft produce more than

“what" the King feceives : “‘For as «a Farm 'in

any Country, muft'net only produce enéugh |

to make the Farmer able ‘to 'pay ‘his Land=-

lord ‘his' Rent, but alfo to repay his Ex-

pences,  and to maintain himfelf and his

‘Family 5 *juft' fo itis, in felation to, the
- Maxes- that ‘ar€ laid- on the: French; But .
.with -a far more' comfortable: Difference to -

the Farmers of 'the French King’s Revenu

e;s,.’
I

i
:

¥ L E
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e meani,‘ to tho:fe who have the leaft Finger

in them ; for they, in a fhort time, become

" fo vaftly rich, that the ‘g-‘r¢z__1}t'§:i’_;iL9’rds‘ in
| "lg'ran'cé,yas{tzlié Marefchal” de Lorges, and

feveral others,have thought themfelves haPP?

in Mar'ryinggithe-ir Daughters..:;fv\. e

'T HESE F.armers.-advance Money to.the .

King, and then they repay themfelves out
of ,tgt;;e People’s Pockets, and Godfk.nowetl;, i
with what Vexations, and Tyrannical Op-

preffions ; for they are impoweréd to do

~ whatever they pleafe. Thofe who have
computed, as near as poffible they could,

how many Men are employed:in-the levying
the King's Revenues, do affure’ me, that
‘they are above 80 Thoufand, who are kept

at the People’s Charges, the keeping of whom -

is dearer, by far, than the barely ‘maintaining

of a Hundred Thoufand Soldiers : But a

" Man muft have feenthis, to believe it.

Now whofoever will ferioufly confider

thefe things, will no doubt, agree with me,

that the French Nation groans undera very

flavith, and worfe than Egyptian Bondage,
and that they pay

“what appears in' the Bogks of the Royal

Treafury. I {gas one day, difcourfing in

" France upon this Point witha very learned -
 Man, and one that very well underftood thxsﬂ.

T e e e 3

“'a great deal more, than
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. Buﬁnefs, and he -told me, That upon a vcry

~modeft Computation, he had found that the

Kingdom sof France. paid yearly above 200.

Thounfand MtHLOHS, upon account .of . thé
King’s Taxes, that is, above 15 384,615 A
75, 6 d, Sterling 5 tho’ I will not abfolutely

. rely on my Friend’s Account, yet this{mall
T reatife; T hope, will be: enough to convince

any unprejudiced Perfon, that it is not. alto-

gether 1mprobab1e. | | L

I wﬂl only now def' re. my Readers to

'perufe this little Book with Gare, and. then

to confider how much - they are obhged ta
A thofe who are mdefaugable in thexr Labour

new Sort of Exczﬁ’s.

. & One Shilling.

chz‘e{y Pué/ /bed

univerfal Impoverﬂhment and deftruétive to
Slx-pEnce TN DR e

v in England: Written by that Eminent Pa-
- triot; THOMAS TRENCHARD, £ifg; Price

3 III. OsseEfR'ya s oh Trade and a
1 publick SPmU‘«‘ lewing, I ‘That all Trade
,»'é-ought to be m’common ~and'the Dange1 of
i Monopolies. 1T, “That the Abufe of it, by
_§Jobbing, III. Of the Deceits arifing from
| f the Encouraaement of Projeétors, Lotteries,
gand Othfr Cheats. Iv. Of the gencral Be-
nefie

1 X cI1 S E Anatomlz’d provmg that;
A4 unequal Impofition of Exc1sE to
bet the only Caufe of the Ruin of Trade, the

the becutzes of the whole Nation. By Z.G.

18 2 Wellowiflier of ¢ ) Good. - Pri
and Induftry, to bringthis Nation un derany- a-Well=wifher of he common Goo »nec;

I, A fhort Hfﬂor'y of ﬁandmg Armiee

publick Compames -was the Origin of Stock- -
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