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TY AVING fuggeﬂed \in'prvi{fa:ty'e‘“tixé late -
. taxes that were: plopofed to the

‘Houfe of Commons, we think it our duty“

to g1ve the pubhc our reafons for them

D /r’zllem‘, Brewirs, and G’aizcoe Przm‘frs |
When we: were lately at college we were
taught it as a rule of {cience, thart the quan~-
tum of the tax paid fhould be proportion~
ed to the quantum of the commodlty ufed.

But knowledge of the world has taught us
“better fenfe Itis “very true, that one brew-

er; Of d1fh ller of fpmts, or-diftiller of Vi,

negar, or. ‘¢alicoe printer, bICWS, or-diftil s,

. or prints to the extent of 4 hundled pounds,
*and another to the eXtent of a hundred

thoufand pounds, in a year. © But, as it

‘woul'd /
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would be very tfoublefome to find out ex~

actly the extent of the trade of thofe per-

fons we thought it would be much better
o lay on every diftiller of fpirits the neat

fum of ﬁftv pounds and on each of the -

other traders the nest fam of ten pounds
a year becaufe thefe fums coutit-eafily.

_ We do indeed forefee that this will give °
a monopoly to the large diftillers and large
brewers, agamﬁ the fmall ones, (Who, it

'rnu{’c be ‘confefled, are pretty numemus,)

and agam{’c the landed intereft, upon whofe

grain the great brewers’ and diftillers, Ita-

' ving\no competltors, will put what prlce '
‘But then, on the other hand,

they pleafe.
we did confider, that the landed " intereft
\Wlll thereby have the ]arger quantity of
" barley on hand to export,

{hipping of the nation, a circumftance of fo

- great confequence to a maritime power,
will be much.«incréaifed-. K

Goalx

W‘h.e1 eby thé.

\Ve Were alfo taucrht that ta*&eu .
{boald be ploportloned to’ the Value of the:
: | . com=

~ very much the idea of that tax.

(5 -
tezommoidi‘tyiitfelf. | And we are Pcill'of,‘_t'bat' -
opinion. It is very true that, in‘mOR parts
of the kKingdom, coals fell at various pri=
ces, from orie ﬂullxng to {ix thillings a ton -

. at the pit mouth. But we declare, that

this was utterly unknown to us; when we
propofed to lay two" ﬂnllmgs a ton on all
| coals indifcriminately, Wlthnut any atten-

- tion to their différent prices. We believed

that all the coals of England came from
Newcaﬁle, bécaufe we faw all the London

- eoals do fo; and we kneW that all the Newa

caftle coals were nearly of one price.  But;
being now fatisfied of the miftake, we drop
We do

not ‘pretend to be exempt from ertor 3 but

o God forb1d that we {hould perﬁft 1n it 2.

And we think, that the’ 1ngenu1ty of thlS
confeffion' fhould make up for out want of
éxperience and knowledge and in' perfofig

~-of our age recommend our future endea~ -
vours for fetting - to ughts the involved afa

fairs of this country, to the mmcls of all
: Well meanmg perfons., |

Ca?za’fw.




- very productive taxes.
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f;’dntilei. boal and candles bcmg dots

~ modities of very’ umverfal ufe, we are vair
“enough to fay that we did adopt them as

But havmg fincé
learned from the fea-ports on. the weft
coafts of England and Scotland, that vaft

" numbers of manufadturers are emigrating
‘from the mother country to America; on_
“account of the dearnefs of thofe commo-

dities, we thmk ‘we have no {fmall fhare

- of merit in retammg one half of thoele e-

‘migrators, by only perﬁﬁmg in laymg on

the tax on one of thofe commodltles, v1zc -

r‘ , fthe candles.

Ha;fe:. _ No d"onh't‘ horfes dlfféi‘ in their
value, from two pounds to two hundred

pounds or upwalds and therefore it mlght :

be objected, that a tax of tén fhillings up-

on all ‘horfes indifcriminately 15 unequal/

But we laid the fame fum,upon all of )

them, becaufe, by the poll-tax of the French
(a very wile natlon) a certam fum is laid

on each perfon, W1thout mqunmg into the
value

- o 7 )

avalue of h1s cucumﬁances. And We held

the example of Wlfe nations to be much

furer guxdes in matters of ﬁnance, than the

| theorles of plnlofophers. L 1
Yet we W1ll freely confefs, that the mode

of colleétmg the tax upon. horfes gave us
more trouble. than all the others put toge-
ther We were confcxous, z‘/?at the entry
of z‘/oe owner would not do ; and therefore

we at ﬁrf’t thought of puttmg a flamp, - Wlth
a hot non, on the hack {1de of the ammal

Afterwa1ds we bethought ourfelves of put-—

' tmg 1t upon the accoutrements of hxs maf-

ter : But in the end ﬁndlng many dtfﬁcul“
fies Wthh we were not aware of in both of
thefe expedlents, however ingenious they
mlght appear, we thouorht it be{’c to leave
the lemedy to be found out hy the meater’

mgenmty of the I—Ioufe of Commohso

szbom, Gaufw, Prmtec’ Lmens cma’ C'cz= ,
. ?zcoes —-»But

though we transfexred the

French idea of an equal poll tax upon men,
fo an equal poll~tax upon horfes, we 1com

to

.i.-u::
£




to 1m1tate th’e French natmn in every thmg.
We know it has long been the aim of that

nation to eret a great trade of exportatron, \

on the foundatton of falluons, and to ‘avoid
-taarng thofe fafhlons as much as to melt
the plate of their chuvrches, And, there—
- fore, it rnay perhaps appear odd,. that We
fhould have propofed to tax r1bbons, gauzes,
, and palnted linens and calrcoes.  But we
cannot at all adm1t the brlttle gotldefs Fa-
, {hron o, be a found foundatlon for the
trade of a noble ‘hation like the l:.ngh{h
whatever‘ it may ‘be for that of' a volatile
people hke the French, = ’
But we /‘Wlll not conceal 1t we had ano-;
_ther reafon for propoﬁng a tax upon rib-

bons” and gauzes, VIZ that we Were after-v
wards to propofe a tax upon Thats.. And We

| thought it would be a pleafantry, very a~
greeable in perfons at our time of lrfe,

- tell the nation, (Whlch 1s too apt to be out:
of humour when taxes are talked of), that,
o as. we. had lard one tax on the hats of the

Lo ey e _~ men3

- to Ireland
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men, we could not do lefb than lay another

on the ribbons and gauzes of the women.
At the fame time, with that mcremuty of

}outh wlnch marks ou1

 things, we confels that our plopoﬁno a tax.

upon prmted lmens did arife from a mlﬁake. o

We know very vvell that a tax upon print-

“ed lmens would nge the prmted linen- trade

was in the train of caufing every . fervant—

maid in Europe to buy an Englifh linen gown
to her back ; that, on thefe accounts, the linen

manufa&urers of England and of bcotland .A

had feveral years ago. aﬂ{ed a bounty from

'Lord North When in power, on the exporta-
- tion, ofprmted linens, but which his Lord{hxp
moft erroneouﬂv refufed And'in /the Pa-—’

hara&er in all

that the tr ade of. prmted linen .

- per which we drew up for the ufe'of our |

frlends, we. propofed ‘to grve a bounty to

~ printed linens ; but, by the maccuracy of
the copiator, the word fax was, by miftake,

written for bounty. A mxﬁake ‘which, in-

}the hurry of bufinefs, we did not perceive,’
till it was too late, but for which we have:

B feverely

ey s
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feverely repumanded ‘the cop1ator ﬁnce
and fhall never employ him agam. S

Haz‘s-———[‘o thls fax- 1t was obje&ed

that Canada co{’c the nation fix hundred

vthoufand poundo a year to fecure the fur
tradc to Britain, and that 3 tax upon
hats Would make the fur trade of no
more bepeﬁt to her than if fhe had it

We acknowledge the truth of thls
Wlth pain. But it is lmpoﬁible to contuve
a tax that will not bear hard upon. fonde-
| body ; and, if we could have thought of a-

~ny other, we {hould certamly not have fail-
~ed to put it in the place of the hat tax. We

onceé thought of leather and foap, but were

told, that taxes upon thefe would make a
noife amonfr the poor; a fack vvhlch we are,‘

however, apt to doubt becaufe we thought

that, if the poor can pay a tax upon coal

and candle, they can pay it upon any thing,

_‘ But, to make 1eparat10n to the fur trade,

We may pl Oba‘f‘ly DGYt VVIl’ltCl' plopofe a tax }

pon wool to be manufa@cured at home,

or upon mmes to be manufa&ured at home,_, .
. . . < ln \"

{ Y

in order to keep the balance ibetwéeh the

B A‘ . . . .. . . - R .
_}fmelgn}apd,vthe home trade even; and to
prevent the diggers of iron-ore, or copper,

at home, from having advantages over im=
porters of furs from abroad

Bricks and z‘_yle.r --—To thlS tax it WaS ob-
Je&ed by fome of our frlends, that as hou- \
fes were dlready doub]y taxed by the houfe-:
tax and thé window- tasc fo a tax upon the' "'

materials of which. they Were bullt mlght
defeat the ob_]eét of thofe taxes, by leflens
ing the number of. houfes to be built. But

then thefe frlends did not’ coﬁﬁder that thé.
- tax upon bricks and ty]es wx]l fall chleﬂy,-
on the poor, whofe houfes are buﬂt of thefe
matenals ; and it is Well known that the'
poor pay no houfé tax or window, tax, and
confequently they will be taxed only oncef!,
inftead of thrice, as the ob_}eéhop mlﬂa;
kingly fuppo{ed -
- There tas an ob]eé’uon Wh1ch aﬁ"eé’fed |

i1s rhofé deeply viz. that a tax upon brick -

and tyle might expofe us to the ridicule of

/zhé populace, as it dxd Lord Littleton, who

! S .plopofed




, ,pfﬁopoféd it‘in' the fhort period of hié"bei‘r'xg;

- Changéellor of the Eﬁzthéquei‘; and who was
driven from his natlve ‘palace of Hagly, by
the cties ‘'of the ‘commori- peop}e all over

Worceﬁerﬂure wherever he went, ¢ Smoke

“ the brzc/e and ty/e man ! r When we men-
tion that noble perfon,

blame exceedmgly the faueamlﬂmefs of:v'

that Houfe of Commons which would not
bear a man to be Chancellor of the Exche-
- query ~who had eloquence, and popularity,
merely becaufe- he did not underftand the

four rules of commen arlthmetlc, |

‘]ax on upor{fmg?z —But the ta*c of whlch

we are mo‘f vain, is that upon fportfmen 5

becaufe, thomgh we did not expet it to'be
a very plodué’cwe one, it is the beft con~

' trivance’ “that has yet been fallen upon te

dlfwrm the people, ‘and ‘the whole people,

by makmg the gemlemen and the populace
equally aﬁ id, by dxfufe af the ufe of a

muﬂ(en AL
- We

we cannot but
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- We cannot - conclude this paper ‘withiout
v-aﬂcmcr the pubhc attention to ‘three remarks-

-able contraﬁs betWeen us and the adv1fera

of other mlmﬁ:exs in’ mattexs of ta*cauon, ;

-t

(‘ontrcyi I The adv1fers of the late Chan-»

cellor of the Excheqller, Lord John Ca<

vendifh, were certamly very lazy people.

. He and they cemented themfelves Wlth tWO

ﬁmple taxes on receipts, and a few new
.ﬁamps, Whlch no_ doubt produced the
money that he wanted But then, as thefe
taxes aﬂ'eé’ced every man in the natlon and
every man exadly in propomon to the ex>

tent of his dealing, they made him univer-

fally- and defervedly unpopulau ; and they
were in a- parucular manner provoking to

~the rich, who are the very men that a mi~
_cifter fhould ftudy moft to pleafe. We,
on the contraly, exerted much mdu{’try,.

- difcovered many new obje@s of taxes, and
“have the good fortune to be confcmus that
our taxes, mﬂead of falling upon the whole

i oy

/ - . nation,,»‘
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nation, fell only upon  the v_z'ndigezzl'ando ns
. genious. e e S

,,Contrc_z/f . -It has long been the kfolyliyp of
miniﬁer's*to have the city of London a-
gamﬁ them i in pOhthS. - We laid the foun-o
- dation of our ‘politics :more deep In the
taxes’ Whlch we fuggefted, we thought it
our duty to coax and flatter, and pay court
“to that Queen of cities, in’ order to conne&
“her interefts with thofe of his Majeﬁy s
,mmlﬁers. | Thus, ﬁ?ﬂ, by propoﬁng a tax
" upon coals on.: the ref’c of the natxon, _but
not ‘on’ London ‘we fhewed that ‘We pre-

ferred the good will of that c1ty to the good'
will of all the reﬁ of - England and Scot=
land. Secondly By taking a tax off tea,
'Wthh fell very heavy on London, moft of .-

whofe inhabitants drink tea twice a-day,
‘and fubﬁltutmg a tax on, Wmdows in its

place, we meant  to mark the. pledlleé‘uon
of our frlends for that 1mpeual mty, whofe

;uuzens will not pay for as. many windows
' ‘ ) 1y

oWn ‘ ihtéi‘éﬁ '
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m a houfe rented at L. 200 a-year, as peo-

ple in the country, -or in- other towns; will

pay for 'a houfe rented at L 20 a-—yedr.
And, laftly; as ‘the diftillersof London en-=

joy 9o out - of 100 partts of the diftillery

trade of Britain, a tax of L. 50 on each di-

ftiller will - eﬂ"e@cually ftop moﬂ of  the "di= |

ftilleries elfewhere, and thereby fecure’a
monopoly of the whole diftillery trade to

’ London In which view of the matter, if
we. have done a thmg dlfobhgmg to the'

landed mtereﬂ: of England and Scot]and

it 1s a grcat confolauon for us to refle@,
that we have donea thmg very obhcrmg.."
to that Worthy and d1ﬁ*1teref’ced gentleman..

Sir Jofeph Mawby ; to Whom we take this
pubhc occafion ‘of retrning our thanks: for.
many hghts thrown by Him upon the dl«-

'ﬁlllexy laws, all centermg in one pomt the« |
grandeur of the city of London, and of her
utlzens,,vvlthout the fmall left regard to his"

We have been the m01e

parncular\ in pomtmg out our attentlon to

the
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the 1ntere&s of the c1ty of London on the
. fyﬁem, of taxation Whmhwe,prefumed to

fuggeft, becaufe, ;'at-k'ﬁri’cl,ﬁghlt, they may

not have been perceived: by perfons lefs
,acctl;'f’com'ed :.tolde,ep';thinking’ tha'n we ‘are‘.-v

C’om‘rcyzz III It has been- the fol]y of Iate‘
‘admmif’cratlons to be at variance: Wlth the |

Eaft India Lompany‘, for which they have
"fuﬂii;ieritlvy fm;ar'téd,; |
the errors of others, took care to conne&t
‘One of om favounte taxes ‘with the inte-
refts of (that company. ‘By the ‘informa-

But we, profiting by

tions we received, -
’ceedmgly induftrious, and perfeCtly well
mfo1med) we know that there are 550
gauze looms in Engtand and 7000 in Glaf-
goOW and Paifley, befides others in other
parts of Scotland . ‘that the 7000 looms in

blafﬂow and Palﬂey ploduee between ‘half

4 million and L. 600 000 per annum, cither

~ gained or faved to the nationj that they.

,*’namtam 40 000 people ;. that,’ of all'the
N . manu~

-(for we have: been'ex-

( 7 ')

‘manufactures of the kingdom, gauzes “d'e-. -

ferve' moft to be encouraged becaule, while
‘the ¢ chlldren of - other manufa@curem are a

burden on. thelr pzuents tl” they arrive at ‘

14 or 15 years of age, ‘the’ chlldren ofa

gauze weaver, on the contrary, are an e-
. ftate to: hlm, becaufe they. begm to- work. at
_-feven years of age ; the certain. confequence

of Whlch is, that that manufa&ure mcreafes

| marrlages and populauon mme than any

,other. .

’

But. then its, interefts were ‘quite
mconﬁﬁent with thofe of the  Faft India

Company 5 for the ufe of gauzes. had for.

,.ievelal years been: gammg ground upon

the ufe of muﬂmes, and, -in afew years

more; rnlght have fupplanted them altoge-
[thel, to the great lofs of that- Company
. But we, by a fingle ﬂloke of ~genius, and'

‘ci_appm a duty of 20 per cem‘ on an ave-’

Trage, upon gauzes; contrived’to reflore the

~dia Company. ‘And,if we thereby ﬂlould_

peri(hing trade. of ‘muﬂins'to the Eaft 1n-

bring 40,000 Scotch people to die for want

of oat meal,' we {hall have tlﬁe comfort to

C:, - ‘.,reﬁe&,f

N

T e o Gl
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4

| ‘reﬂe@c that we have glven rice to 40 ooo
- poor. Indians ; ; not to- mentlon that thefe

hungry Scots will find . plenty of food 12
Ireland; where ‘the gauze: trade is muc

encouraged and few manufa&ures are mtoxci

eaﬂly tranfportable ‘becaufe it requlres i
thing to be tranfported but the W(;aV ;

| his loom; and his ¢hildren, -An t ‘::rn

"takc this pubhc opportunity to r; -
our thanks to feveral of our fuenfs i
the Eaft India Houfe, who, inftead of co

for fug-
ir real reafons
cealmg from us the

éfting that tax, did frankly confefs tofus: .
«tghat there Was a. neceflity, in the preien

dlﬁxe{’fed ftate of the Company’s affal;s]z for
' facr1ﬁ01ng all Scotland to the fhrine o ea.

| denhall fheet. _C,

‘Bnt;-we mu{’e declare, that we had nog

| Glaf«
the leaft intention to give a blow to |

W d fO lC“"‘
(0] afte1 the gl lCVO{lS ones {he ha
g b

cently 1ece1v

one half o
Brrtam when we propofed by mx(’mke,

\

ed, in the lofs .of more than‘

not_to pay the tax,
f, the tobacco - trade of Great‘

\ 5,ooo,ooo of perfons to

.:pafe four t0 a famﬂ}’a
gax} | |

f( 19 )

tax inftead of a bounty upon L. 400,

know VCry well,
the srauzes,

'mduﬁr

,:iage But we have nothmcr to reproach

ourfelves with on this head {eeing the mif=
take arofe not in the leaft from our own

'_ faults, but from the careleffnefs of our co=
~ pyator, as before mentloned

Geneml oé]ec‘?zon my'wered It ‘may be
ob_]e&ed to the accuracy of our calculations
and information on other | points,
rated the coal tax too low at L. 150,600 a

‘year. The fa@ ftands thus. Suppofe fe-
‘ven mllhons and an half of inh
be in Britain, but one thir

for thofe parts of the kin
few coals,

“that we

abltants to
d to be deduced .‘
gdom which. ufe
and. for London, which was
there Would remain
pay. - Then fups
Whu:h in the country

/lS_

o0
worth of their prmted linens annually We

that, When the tobacco,
and the punted linens of that;
ious and opulent city are gone, it
will fink into an mﬁgmﬁcant country vile ‘

St e
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s a fair calcvlamon, there would remam , in manufactures fhould not be taxed at all 3
L. 1,250,000 taxable ~families. Laﬁl}r " yet, as foon as we fee them better backed
. iunpofe each. fdﬁ\lly to confume 20 fhil- by parliament th:m, in matter of taxes,
lmgs ‘worth of coals in a yeﬂ, cof’cmg at they feem at prefent to be, Wwe refolve to ~ F
| thepxt-moufh 3 {hlllmgs a ton, the tax up- revive the idea of the coal tax, and to give : |
] “on this quanuty, at 2 fhillings a tom, Would our fentiments Whethe1 manuﬁ&urelu
produce above L. 800,00, and if it was “fhould be e*cemptcd from it which, “upon §
, laid on coals ufed in manufa&ul es, it would - - our theory of taxation, and a review of fe- - |
! E* | produce. above one half more. . Now, tho’ | veral of- the above taxes which we have |
!{ - our advifing our’ frlends in tl?zAaAHopfe‘ of - fuggefted, we think they ought not to be: .g
| Commons to ﬁate it enly -at L. 150,000;. We are not to be put out of our way by
H may appear to fome a Grofs 1mpoﬁt10n up- ‘ clamours, when we know we are in the
on the houfe; yet ‘we trufted, that if per- right. And though thefe our declarations
ceived now, it would be- forpwen after= may appear to fome perfons to bear marks
wards, . when the houfe cime to fee, that of a daring, obﬁmate, and dangerous {pirit,
' Whereas the taxcs of “other mmlﬁers had R  yet we.can eaﬁly remove the imputation,
- been. attended with deﬁuenmes to the:a~ by afluring the public that we are young -
mount of § or even 6 per ccnt. 0u1s, on the men ofa very different temper of mind,

contrary, had pmduced an, overplus of be-
tween § and 600 per cefit. an apology whicli
we avow with the more freedom, becaufe;
tho’ we have advifed our friends to fufpénd

\

the coal-tax for a ime, and though they, J o - S - R T Lj
effed by clamour, ameed that coals,,ufed N B - S ﬁ
o in

~ : ‘ . . : F
.







