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FROM

| in Scotland, concerning the Rrfeited
| annexed Eftates there; with the An-
SWER. "

o - -London, 12th November 17562 -,
Was glad to hear this Morning of your be-
- ing.arrived in Town, where I hope the Di=
. werfions of your late Journey have returned
~you with fuch ‘an Increafe of Health, asis
‘neceflary for the Support of your Affairs du-
ring’ the Winter .Seflion. They talk here of great
and many Changes of Men in high Offices. Butin
| thefe Matters of State T have no other Concern,
| than to wifh -that the particular Changes' intended,
| may rurn to the Advantage of our Country in gene-
| ral, and that Changes of Men may go bhand in hand
| in Change of Meafures. I have your Promife to fur-
| nifh me with a true State of thé forfeired Eftates in
d Scotland, which were: of late Years annexed to the
.Crown, pray do it, and:let me have your Opinion,
when will the Debts that affe&t thefe Eftates be paid.
It is Intereft, and no Curiofity, that leads my:Defires
to be known to thefe Particulars.:1 am a Creditor to
a Gentléman; to whom fome of thefe Eftates ftand
indebted ; he tells meaTale of a Tub, that his Claioa
was entered and fuftained about feven Years ago,
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and to this Hour can get Payment of neither Prin..

. kipal or Intereft. - This is a Doétrine which we here
. doinot underftand ;' for ‘an Englifbman would laugh
* to hear, thatithe G—- t fhould take, Pofleffion of
* their Debitors Eftates, and not pay their juft asd
. lawfyl Debts :* No, this I take to be like the won.
- derful Stories propagated againft the Army, accufing
_ them of Murders, Rapés, burning and plundering
- after the Battle of Gulloden, which would be as much
*“againft the: Lalv. of the Land,” and Rules. of Humani-.

A

would 'bé‘hgéii)ﬁ.;]uﬁi‘ce and Equity,——=C000

1y, as" the Doé&rine now “advanced by my Friend

KT I e
o Fu L

T

A NS WER.to the t'p'reé‘ee-ding L ETTL R,

o

L e s T e T g L RN A‘;";"',

“NHE jyearly free Rent of the Eftates which
-, are.ahneked to the Crown, will amount.to
- A ‘about twelve Thoufand Pounds sper. annum,
e iognd from the Rebellion ,to the Year..175s,
inclufive, -, will dmount to a:confiderable Sum: Du:
ring -which Fime, by the vefting A&, the Rents
‘were under the Adminiftration of the Barons of Ex-
chequer,: who were impowered and required to ap:
ply them towards Payment of -the Creditors; and
yetit it does'not appear that any more than.a very
{mall Part has .been applied. that way ; at leaft the
‘Creditors, .of whom a'great-Past are Widows and Ot
phans, belonging to” Families “well affeéted to. the
G———<+t;: have got nothing, ‘and ‘are {tarving, or-4

Burden on their Relatjons; while the Motey: is in the
Hainds'of Perfons noways intitled to keepir; and
{fome of them: employ ‘thar Money, which:is the Pro:
perty .of the Creditors, in buying up Debts; like Sea~
amens Tickets, for lintleor nigthing, and wilers Taying
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it -out at Intereft fo Banks and Bankers; and therebiy
‘efirich them{elves by that Money. which ought to'he

- applied to. the Payment of lawful Creditors o ‘This

s grofly abufing’the. G————t, ‘and perverring. the .
Delignis of the Legiflature, which no Doubt intend-
¢d that the Creditors’ fhould be faithfully paid of
what Wds due’ fo theni, under this fole ReftriGtion,

ihiat 1o Penaltiés fhonld be clajmed or decreed ; but

“in every other Refpect they were o ave the Benefi

of the cofmion Law, as’in other, Cafes the reft. of
the Subjeds enjoy : .Y2t, contrary to what isthe come
mon Pracicé in.every Cale betwixt Subjed and Sub-
ject, the Court of  Seffion would not allow Intereft
ipon Accompts, tho’ legally vouched to be honefts
ly due, even after a Twelve:month ; which is the
Rule’ obferved - by that Court in every other Cafe;
nor fuftain a Claim on any Debts, that Wwere contragt-
ed . afrer the 24th of June 1745, tho’ onerous and
bora fide contradted ;. Whereby many. poor Creditors
Tofe théir juft Claims. The Proceedings of the Hopous
sable Court in this Mafner, Iam convinced is hot ow-
ing’ to theit Wanit'of Ticlinatipn to. do Juftice to the

[k

Subjedts, nor to the/Want of Abiljdes and Candour
in“the Honourable Perfon who ferved the. Crown,
‘and’affifted in’forming the Laws ; -and therefore the
‘Wrong muft be attribiited to'ami ffalé_‘er_i'Ap.p rehenfion
in'the Ad—nin point of Policy, as well as Expedien-
¢y, when' 'the vefting and Annexation Laws paft:
‘However, " this Hardfhip,” and the great . .Charges
‘Creditors are "piit to, (of which they get no Allow-
dhce} in gerring their Debts afcertained ; and after,
that, the Fees that” are exacted by the Officers in
‘Exchequier, whén Application is made to 'the Barons
for“an Orderon the Receiver-general, for demands
ing Wwhich Fees there is no Manner of Foundation
inthe' AG' of Parliamicnt, People féeing fuch Diffis

culty 3id "Diltrefs, rithet chufe, to relinquifh " their
Clims," becaufe they ‘are unable 1o go thio’ with
them; and that when all is ‘done, their Payment is
R TP . . ' Very
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¥ery tincertain and precarious: That the Legiflas:
ture and moft ‘equitable Part of Mankind, mayknow:
thefe Exactions in Exchequer, a Table of them will:
be printed with an additional Article to the Crown:
JAgent, in a&ing for the Crown againft the Claims,"

which is ftated at the Difcretion of the Barons, and
is often very large, when the Creditors get not above
- the Hdlf of their Money, as in the Cafe of Lord
Strathallan, ~'This is befides his Salary: And if
the' Officers are thus paid out of the Pockets of
the Creditors for a&ing againft them, they enjoy
their large Salaries for nothing. ' This is not faid oug

of Envy, but as a Grievance.that poor Creditors

think they have Reafon to complain of’; nor do they
mean to fay that thefe Gentlemen are unworthy of
their Salaries ; they are Men of Zeal and Abilities:

Bur however well they merit at the Hands of the |

G—t, the Creditors can never admit that their high
Fees and Salaries ought to be paid out of their Funds.
Befides thefe, theExpence offall Appeals at the Crown’s
Inftance, Salaries to Secretaries and their Clerks, ando-
© ther Incidentals;- are ‘paid out aof the Rents pf thefg

Eftates, which {o far diminifh the Creditors Fiands,

while:Orphans and Widows ftarve for Want of Bread.
There are other forfeited Eftates. which are now an-
nexed to the Crown, that held of Subje& Superiors s
And altho’ it is. now almoft twelve Years fince they
have been in the Pofleffion of the Crown, the Cre-
ditors of thefe Eftates have not yet had Accefs to.
know whether the King ‘is their Debitor, or thefe
Subje& Superiors ;- that is to fay, whether the ‘Clan
A takes Place or-not : And until that is known there
Yieth no Method ‘open to them to get their Debts,
afcertained ; for if the Eftates belong to the Crown,

they muft apply in the fime Way as the Creditors

did upon the other Eftates, that is, to, thé Court of
Seflion, according to the Direétions of the vefting A¢.
But that Court in’ the prefent ‘Circumftances will not,
ST R receive

receive Tuch Application ;sand,- if they-fhall be'found
‘to belong to the Subje& Superior, the Creditors mufb .
“yécover-their Debts in the ufual Way, by Procefs, at
‘the Diftance of fifteen, and perhaps twenty Years, -
‘after. the Crown is in Pofleflion, and drawing the
Rents, and the Fa&ors enriching themfelves with
the~Money which ought to have ‘been applied to
~the: Payment of the :Creditors Debts; The othen

Clafs -of Eftates that are likeways jannexed to the
Crown, are put under the Management of certain

‘Commiflioners, by an A& of the 25th of his prefent
Majefty, wherebyitis enacted, That all the Lands, -

‘¢rc. which became forfeited by .the Attainder of
Simon Lord Lovat, &c. fhall with the Pertinents of
the {fame, from and after the 25th of December 1752,
be annexed to the Crown, and fhall remain for ever
unalienable from the fame, &¢. And by another.
Claufe it is declared, That how foon the Claims are

“afcertained, and a Certificate granted of the Amount
_of thefe Claims, the Creditors fhall be paid out of

the then next Aids to be granted inParliament: And

it ‘is- fuyther .en\aﬁ;e‘e},‘ That.the clearj Prodyce of the

‘Eftates Thall be applied in Manner after mentioned,
or in fuch other Manner as his Majefty fhall.dire&,
by Warrants under the royal Sign Manual, to" the
Purpofes of civilizing the Inhabitants upon the faid
Eftates, and other Parts of the Highlands and Iflands
in Scot/and, the promoting amongft them the Pro-
teftant Religion, good Government, Induftry and

Manufa&ures, and the Principles of Duty and Loyal-
ty to his Majefty, and to no other Purpofe whatever..

And the A& concludes thus, Enaéted, that the Re-
ceiver General fhall referve the Rents of the faid E-
Hftates for anfwering:Orders made upon him by the
.Commiffioners, —— Pr: at unul fin
“Determination’ of thé Claims on the aforefaid E-

~ ftates, it fhall be lawful for the Treafury to caulé

o be applied, fo-much ‘of the-Bents of themt,;.a's
e TR they

Provided, that until the final
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