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| R L E s1 1es & |
/ UMPTUARY laWs, or the dlfcouragg-
i ‘xJ ment of coflly manufactures, for apparel, -
i _m a httlc, or 1nfant ftate, are benencxal s toa
i great one, fuch’as Britain is now, they are
) ' .unnecefiary, 1r1d may be detrimental; becaufe'.» ]
‘B . ‘the. people of a great ftate will purcha{e from i
. foreigners, perhaps their natural enemies;
‘ thofe luxuries which they carinot manufi&ure

‘at- home. It is upon this pr1nc1ple, ‘that -
“parliament and beneficent communities have
‘of late years {o laudably dxf’cmgulfhed them~ -
| | {elves, by their encouragerient of honie manu= -
\ T | - ] faQures; efpeually of commod1t1es with which

e  we are fupphed from F rance and other couns
iries.

That of Thread lace, as it is the thoft cle
Mnt of all drticles of luxury imiported fron:
‘tbfoad, is at the fame time the moft univi
fal and expenfive.’. An attempt, therefore

1;1txoducc 1t znto Great Bmtam, and thefc
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 to fave the vaft fums expended abroad for that
. commodity, is indifputably an ebject worthy

truftees who have the diftribution of the na-
tional bounty, for the encouragement of the
arts and manufacures. 'The commodity of
* Thread-lace deferves a peculiar encourage-
ment, by its materials being produced from a

‘properly purfued, might be a vaft faving to

‘hands which are now either idle, or fubfift
upon public or private charities. =

* " Mifs Leflie and her three fifters have, for fome

~ years, employed themfelves in the thread ma-
‘nufactory, fit for the beft Iaces. . Th@y. were
* encouraged by ‘the noble public fpirit, of
‘which the legiflature fet the example, in the

' 'p:rxem:’iums appointed to be diftributed for the

“encouragement of manufa&ures in Scotland.

They did not imagine that fo generous
| boim'ty coiild be dire€ed into any channel but

‘that for which it was defigned, and animated

by this convition, they applied them{felves
“with fuch affiduity, to that branch of bufinefs

“which. they undertook, that they brought
‘their manufacure of thread to a perfection

" never before known in Great Britain, as ap-«
~ pears from the following authentic teftimony

-+ of the truly patriotic Society in the Strand,
L the encouragement of arts and manufac-

_ for th

the attention of the legiflature, and of thofe

particular f{pecies of agriculture, which, if

‘the nation, and would employ  pumbers of

From the confiderations above-mentioned,

- Refolutions:

- Committee, the Society, on their report, ‘came. o

Refolutions of the CommITrEE, for
- the Encouragement of Arts and
- Sciences in the Strand. . =

A Parcel of thread, y”qfn,' and flax, of the
* growth: of Scotland, and manufa&ured

near Hamilton, under the dire&_{on of the - §
Mifs Leflies, was produced to the Society for }
promoting arts, &c.in the Strand: and, after

a very ftrict and judicious examination by the -

to the following refolutions: =

s¢. Refolved, It is the opinion of this com-

_mittee, that the flax, yarn, and thread pro-

duced by Mifs Leflie, is much fuperior in fine-. -

‘nefs and quality to any hitherto grown and
‘manufactured in Great Britain.” '

-« Refolved, That it appears to._t:his Com-
mittee, by a certificate from Hamilton, that

the flax of which this yarn and thread are
made, is the growth of Scotland, and the -

~yarn and thread made of it is fpun in Scot-"

“land, and made under the direction of the .
Mifs Leflies.” -

¢« Refolved, That it is the opinion of this

 Committee, that if a manufacture of this fine:
~ thread could be eftablifhed to the profit of the

undertakers, it would be of great advantage

tothe kingdom.”
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“Theforegoing refolutions produced the

. following Article, honorable to the

‘Mifs Lesvies, in Mr. MorTIMER's
~ Di&ionary of Trade and Commerce,
"« | AST winter, Mifs Leflie, who, with her

fifters have fome years been attempting

~the eftablifhment of a manufafture of fing.

“thread 'in Scotland, laid before the London

. Society fome fpecimens of yarn and thread fpun

“from flax, preduced in the neighbourhood of
. Hamilton; which flax appeared to be capable
- of making exceedin g fine thread, of as ftron
a texture as the beft brought from Flanders.
In the raifing this flax, nature, through the

peculiar circumftances of foil and air, did the

offices of art : the poverty of the ground, and
- the coldnefs of the atmofphere, bringing up
_the flax {mall and weak, without any other
~deviation from the common method “of cul-

ture, than the fowing the feed fomewhat
~ thicker than is ufually done.” R

Such was the generous difinterefted tefti-

mony given by'{h_at excellent Society, and this

“Atthor; to the labours of the Mifs Leflies; but
‘itis with'the greateft reluéance, that they lay
“Lefore the Public, the treatment they received

from a'board, moré ‘particularly interefted to

have prote¢ted and encouraged them. ‘,
~ No inftitution was, perhaps, ever more

rational, than thatof the Truflces and Com-

- mifioners for fitherics and manufadtures

(5 )

“in Scotland s'and the M1fs ~ Leflies “'thou ght
- themfelves happy in exerting themfelves® to

deferve their patronage. © The Honourable

~ Board of Thruftees there, upon the application -
~of the Mifs Leflies, were pleafed to approve

of their labours; defired them to proceed ;.

requefted them to exert themfelves to bi'_ing
- that branch of bufinefs to- perfe&tion, and

promifed them a reward and inder\nniﬁcation}» g |
by their fecretary’s letter, dated the 27th of 4

- December, -1763. In- confequence of this -

encouragement, the Mifs Leflies, with the

~ greateft afliduity, and to the no fmall rifk of

their private fortunes, carried their manu~

~ facture to fuch a height, as in the opinion of

competent judges, did honour to their art and
induftry.  They provided quantities of lace-

" thread, fufficient to employ all the lace-wor-

keys in Hamilton and its necighbourhood.”
They even manufaQured, from their own

‘thread, a pair of ruffles, which was fhewn to the -,

b}tmrd, and which his Majelty himfelf, to
Whom they were prefented, did not ,difggin

to wear. -

" The Mifs Leflies could here reft their pléa

for public encouragement ; but the lace-work=
ers of England, have furnithed them with

" one’of national importance, which they hum-

bly prefume is irrefiftible in their favour ;

. . - . . -3
~and it is as follows. After they had, (as has
'heen‘alre'ady’: mentioned) furnifhed the lace-

workers in their neighbourhood, with fuffi-
cient quantities of thregd, they fent the reft to'
S T London,

T
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b Wltnefs my hand

London, where i 1t wasworked into lace by the
moft eminent manufacturers, who have can-
| dldly ngen the followmg certificates.

Germrd ﬁrm‘, St dmz 5> Nov. 14, 176 5

To the Gcntlemcn of the ‘Honourable Arts
and Sc1ences E

GENTLEMEN,

« 'This is to certify, that I have provcd :

¢¢ this thread of Mifs Le{hes, in the mak-

"¢ ing of lace, and find it to anfwer extremely
¢ well,

Andam, '
Gentlemen, =~
 Your moft obedient, and
‘humble fervant, -

CHARLES PRI’DICE.T:’

’ London, fan 16, 1766.
‘e I have wrought of the Britith thread

¢ from Mifs Leﬂle, fince laft Augutft, and

«¢ do declare, it is as good in texture and qua-

«¢ lity as any foreign, and as cheap, fome

LY

«« ruffles, which was la1d before the Soc1ety

. London,

of which thread was made into a pair of

- RoserT GORDG.”

-appoihtments they

( 7 )
- London, Fan. 3, 1766'

- ¢ This is'to certlfy the Commiittee of the
¢« Arts and Suences, ‘that the lace laid be-

~ « fore you is wrought’ with Mifs Leflies i

<< thread, and thmk it full as good, or bet- |
¢ ter, than the forelgn. W1tnefs my hand,  §

HENRY S'rom:. B I

_ The Mifs Lefhes happlly for thcmfelves,ﬁ § |
are ready and Wﬂhng to give the moft de- .
monftrative proofs of the above-mention’d

- fa&ls, but they cannot defend themfelves from

the arrows that have been fcattered in the dark
againft their undertaking : they know not the
perfons of thofe who have traduced them :
they are ignorant of their allegations, and they

B aﬂattcr themfelves, that the infidious hidden .

manner in which the oppofition to them
has been propagated, will fatisfy the impar-
tial public of its meannefs and malignity ;
but they are affliG®ed and aftonifhed, to find
it comes from that quarter where they expeé~
ed their chief patronage and prote&ion. They

did not forefee, that an undertaking fo truly

~national, could clafth with private interefts:

they did not imagine, that a board, founded
on the trueft and moft difinterefted principles
of civil policy, could be influenced by fecret
‘machinations; and they, at this moment,
firmly believe, that the oppofition and dif-
have met with, proceed
from mxfreprefentatxons only
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It is to remove the unhappy, and, to them,,\

rulnous, : eEe&s of thofe mlfreprefentauons,
‘ Jdmt ‘this paper is addrefled to the ubfxc.

Thc frtt mtxmatlon of any unfan pra&xces=

avamﬂ: them, Was commumcated to thém at

London, by fome members of the Soclctyv‘
for the encouragément of arts and mahufac-

tures, who informed them, that the Truftees
ih Scotland, or fome one of their number;
upon. falfe informations given, them, had
tnade 4fi unfavourable reprefentation of their

undmta’kmg, and thereby prevented the Soci-
of London for farther confidering their cafe,

or giving them a bounty adequate to their la-—'

boir and expence

Thé dreadful m‘lhgmty of t}us oppoﬁnon :

was felt by the Mifs Leflics in ‘miore than one.
inftance. - A-number of the moﬂ refpe&able
names had entered i in Englmd, mto a ‘fub-
‘fcuptxon for their encouragment. ‘But theif
generous intentions were damped by the
doubts which had been infinuated, concerni=
ing the reality of the fa&s which the ‘had al-

fﬁdgcd anid “which had procured them the

zbove. honomable tef’u*nomal from the SO(,H- :

ety, for encouf agmg arts and manufaé’cules

In fthort, Mifs Leflie who wds then in London,
" was advxi&d by feverdl of the mémbeérs to re-
turn to Scotland, and prociire fatisfactory
Vowhets for the facs (he had- adv&nced 111
ia.vour of her manufa&ure.

“Mifs Leflie '\ccozdmfrly rcturned to Scot-
‘Jand, whete fhe humbl/ apprehends the was
furnithed with the very beft éviderices as to

: : the

g%
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‘ihe truth of her alleoauons, that the nature

.of her. undertakmg admlts of, or requires; -
,‘8he applyed to the magiftrates, town council;

and- ‘merchants in Hamllton, and to the

‘member of parliament, juftices of the peace;

and other gentlemen of the county of Lanark,

where the whole of her manufaure has been |
carried on, likewife to the mag1ﬁ1ates, and

feveral of the. chief merchants in Glafgow;
many of whom are themfelves manufa&urers

of, and dealers in, the fame commodlty It
cannot be fuppofed, that a private perfon could
mﬂuence, far lefs bias, fo refpectable a bodv of
men; or that they would obtrude: upon the:‘
public; falfe ev1dences, in:an affair that con-

cerned not only their country, but themfelves 3
and therelole Mifs Leflie, with all fubmlﬁ’if\n
hopes that the following certificates will,
with every candid 1eader, be demﬁve in her
favour: ‘-

- Now. 1766
<« We the perfons fubfcumng, being ac-
¢ quainted with the character of Mifs Ann
¢« Leflie and ﬁﬁexs thread-makers in Ha-
¢ milton, and well infornied ¢f thic ftate -of
¢ the manufactures earried on by ‘{:hem, ‘can
¢ fully atteft. the foHowmg falts; viz.

Gifters, ‘are extrcmely {kilful, diligent, dnd

8¢ mdufm ious in their buﬁnefs, and hdve Wlth '

8¢ much pains and aophmﬁon et on foot the

¢ makmg

S
Rt

1{t, = That the faid Mifs Ann Teflie ani '
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 gnaking of fine lace-thread, from yarn fpun

in thxs country, and the produce of ﬂax
“alfo raifed here.
2d, ¢ That this branch of manufa&ure

* highly merits protection and encourage-

ment; and if fufficiently patronized,

‘ 1n1ght, in time, be of great advantage to

Britain, by keeping at home a very confi<
derable fum, that is annually fent abroad

- for that article.

“gd, ¢ That the faid Mifs Leflies have ﬁrug-*
- gled under very great difficulties and dif-
' appointments, in attempting to fet on foot
-~ the fdid branch of manufaure.

- 4th, © That the Mifs Leflies have given

j ames. Bucharmam -
Weil- Bannatyne. ]
Andrew Aiton and Co,

ample proofs to the whole country of their
abilities to carry on that bufinefs to great

perfetion, if they meet with proper en~
~couragement, which we thml& they very-

well deferve.”

Magif’cfates an& Merchams in Glafgovﬁ.

Walter Stermov. B
Archibald Smehe

William Stirling, Lang.

Brown, Cmnck, and Co.
Fames Simfon.
Anderfon and F’anmtyn.

lelmm Andel fon,

'Archlbald Ingram‘
~ George Brown,
james Brow&, '

Young, Auchinclofs ané |

Dan Campbell

(1)

.The Member of Parhament, ]uf’uces of the ‘

Peace and other Gentlemen of the Coun-
Lty of Lanek. »

. Mathew Morthland

Henry Baillie, Johna Gordon.
Robert Coutt. ‘Robert Cullen. -
George Nisbett. - William' Hamiltom -
Alexander Hamllton. A

James Cunifon.

Maglﬁrates, Town Councxl and Merchants' N

John Miller, Merchant.

B ~ Charles Peddie. -

in Hamxlton. ;
Thomas Hart

John Nafmith.- - William Mather.‘ -
John Naifmith. James Waddrell.
Alexander Smith, John Fluttor..

John Downs, Merchant.

John Borland. ‘

William Brown.
William Robertfon.

€
€c
‘<
€<
€
<

€<
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€¢
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“John Archer, and S,on.
Charles Murhed,
James Hamilton.

John Sempl_er.

*¢ We captain James Roberton, of Earnock,

captain James Gilchrift, of Annsfield, and

George Bogle, of Daldouie, Efq; three of
his Majefty’s juftices of the peace, for the
county of Lanark; Meflrs. Quintin Ha-
milton, and Thomas Dunmng, magiftrates

‘in the town “of Hamilton ; the reverend

Mr. James Miller, mmlf’cet, in the paufh
of Hamilton, and Mr. James Lawfon,

framp-mafter in Hamilton, and yarn-in~
fpector for the five weftern counties, do-
hereby certify and declare, upon the befk-

C 2 KL authonty,.
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# authority, that Mifs Ann Leflie, for prea

~.gentiewomen,. hvmg in this parlfh have
bcen employed for a Conﬁderable time, .in

‘ good advantage; and if they are properly
§¢ nef@ to greater perfection, and much larger

ztent : and we further atteft, with refpe&
to the fampleo of flax and yarn, lately
{ent to Loondon, and produccd there by Mifs
¢ Leflie, that the flax. was -raifed in a vil-
&¢ la ge, ¢alled Uddm fton ; ‘and the yarn fpun

by Jean lnomion, and her dayghter,, Jean
¢ Alexander, both livingin' that village, in
¢¢ the Parith of Bothwell, and. ‘neighbour-
hood of this plar‘e, and that the thread
was made of the yarn bought from th\,m
by the faid’ Mifs Leflies, as witnefs ouf
hands, at uamﬂtop this fixth day of De-
cember, one thoafmd feven hunared ané;

'“ﬁw,yﬁveyeas” R

(¥4
s,c‘

X3

¢
L

€<
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€&
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}’ames Miliar, minifter,
James Roberton.
James Gilchrift,.
Lco:gb Bo'ne )

Quintin H°nn]ion, baln Co
"Thomas Dunning, baxlhb
Jumes Law rfon.

T};at tile ﬁ e of which the fine th'ead
Jately fent to Lonqon, and produced there by
Mifs Lcﬁm, was raifed in the village of Ua«-

dmg{’con, in the pau{h of Bothwe]}, North 4'

Butam, and was 11_3;;11_1;;(_@0 yarn in the fame

R O , R

 village,

¢ fent, atLondon, and her three fifters, young
£

manufacturing thread from Scotch flax tq.

encouraged, can carry that Branch of bufi-.

5y

v1llagc by ]ean Thomfon, and her’ dauorhtcr’ "’
Jean Alexander ; is attefted at Bothwell thé

_7th of Decembex, 1765, by

1

]AMES EAILLIE, mmxfker -

Hamz’/z‘on, Nov. 1, 1766'

¢ T have wrought of Mifs, Lefhes thread ,
s¢ for fome years, and am daily taking good ~ }
¢ quantities of it, -and find . 1t better and, |
¢ ftronger than fou:ugn ;- all made of Scotsg_' ;
s¢ flax and yarn; made into thread by Mifs

¢¢ Leflie, f{uperior to any ever came from
¢ abroad Wltnefs my’ "hand,

MARGARET WATSON. .

Hamzlz‘m, Nory 3, 1766

@ We have Wrought of the les LCﬂlCS‘
¢¢ thread.for fome years, made of Scots flax
¢¢ and yarn; and we are amongft the oldeft

¢¢ lace-workers in Hamilton; -and do declare
¢ it as good in texture and quality as any fo=

23 relgn, and as cheap. Witnefs our hand,, -

MARGARET HAMILTONo
MAR HAMiLTom

Fﬂmzlz‘m, Natv. 4y 1766

RT3 Ann Henderfon, one of the lace-workers

¢ in Hamilton, do hereby certify and-declare, :

#¢ that I and my {cholars, under my dueéhog
: ‘¢ an
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¢ and,. management, have, for ;thefe.three

¢¢ years, or thercby, wrought of the thread
¢« manufactured by the Mifs Leflies, refiding

¢ at Whitehill, in the "parith of Hamilton,
¢¢ .out of Scots flax; and the fame wrought

¢ into lace very well, and when wrought,
¢ does look very well ; and the above fads
- ¢ isatteftedby .. .. . . ..

AR o - Axn HENDERSON.”

f{f. -

“another of the lace-workers of Flamilton, -

‘ " MARGARET SEMPEL.”
| - Hamijlton, Nov. -2, 1766,
. Thisis to certify, I Mary Nafmith, mif-
- ¢ trefs of one of the lace-fchools in Hamil«~
- *¢ ton, have been in ufe to make lace of the

¢ thread manufaGured by the Mifs Leflies,
*¢ in Whithill, at this place, of various grifts,
*¢ have found it fully as good as- the foreign

- ¢ thread. - The fineft I wrought of it was

¢f No. 120, which I made into a fuit of
* ruffles for his Majefty King George the
¢.‘Third, faid to be worn on his Majefty’s
“ birth-day, | ,
ST ~ Mary NasmiTu.”

The Mifs Laflies fenfible of the weight.

which the patrenage of the board for fith-

eries, and manufadtures in Scetland, muft

have with the Society, and her friends, at
- London, being furnifhed with the above cer<

- “As alfo the aEéir;efa.&s is-attefted by me,

( 155 )

tificates, on the 2ift of November laft, env

elofed them with' other papers, in a frefh

~ ‘application to the board in Scotland,—~The
‘reader may judge of her amazement, when her -
' gctition was_returned ‘not only unanfwered,

ut unopened.-

- The above is the prefent ftate of a manu=
facture, which the undertakers flatter them-
felves ought to be an important object to the
public. = Leaft the' concealment of tha
{malleft circumftance thould be'imputed to =~ |
their want of candour, they acknowledge that -
{ome years ago, they received from the board

of truftees in Scotland fifty-fix pounds, and a

throw-miln ; but the intelligent reader will

eafily judge how inadequate fuch a premium

~18 to carry into execution, an_unde’rtakirigﬁj o
difficult, dnd fo expenfive as that of making -
thread fo fine as to be wrought into lace equal

to any imported at an immence expence,
from the French and foreigners. The Mifs
Leflies beg leave to' clofe this addrefs with a
few querics, to” which they ¢rave an anfwer

from their opponents whether open or fecret.

1ft, . Whether any undertaking ‘can " be
better calculated, than theirs is, for anfweting
the public {pirited views of the Legiflature in
eftablithing the board for the encouragement
of fitheries; and manufa&uresin Scotland ?

adly, Whether the carrying"jt{i’gif* uhder;'.
taking .into  execution- will not contribute
to the honour as well as the intercft of the -

united kingdoms 2

Cydly,




_ dly, Whether they have not given full 4

tisfaction that they are aGually the manu-
Ffacurers of the materials of which.they make
their thread from its growth in Scotland, and

by natives. of that kin gdom ?

7 4thly, What fatther proofof the prémifes

do their opponents require or expet ?

. sthly, Whether it is for the credit, intereft,
- or reputation of Great-Britain, that a ca-
bal formed of perfonis, either interefted or
‘prejudiced againft women, whofe induftry,
and good intentions alone 'procured them
friends, ought to defeat the laudable, and na-
‘tional purpofes of a Britifh Legiflature 7
. As mention is made in the foregoing pages;
of a Subfcription having been enter’d into, by
2 number of the moft refpectable perfonages
for the encouragement of this defign, the
Mifs Leflies beg leave, to do themfelves the
“honour of publifhing the names and gener-
‘ous motives of the Subfcribers. ’ -

S : LONI')O_.I:J; Fééaflg.‘,, 1766
MifsTsflie, and her three fifters have beert

employed in the thread. manufadoryfess

feveral years, and have carried it fo great
perfetion, in-the opinion of the beft judgess
~ And of late years they have aifo’employed
themfelves in another branch; by making

‘of very fine thread, fit for the beft-laces;
and have brought it to equal . (in the opinioni’

 of fome lace~workersin- Englarid; ‘who havé
ufed it) the beft foreign thread for the pur~

e et ﬁ -
:

1)

pofe; for which improvement, they received - B
- a premium fome years ago from the Truftees”
~ for ‘cncouraging ma: ufactures in ‘Scotland:

and within thefe féw days a-ftrong "teﬁiin'ori; .
in their favour from the Society for promof- -
“ing Arts, &c. in London, as appears by the -

minutes of the report of their committee,
‘agreed to and confirmed by the Sd'éiety's" a

“copy of which is hereunto annexed.

“

~ And as the Mifs Leflies are confid

flax, fpinning the yarn, and making the
thread, but alfo to the nation in ge'nerzﬂ,
by producing at home, what is now wholly
imported from abroad, at a great and furpriz-
ing expence : on thefe Accounts, . v'

We the Nobility and Gentry; whofe names

age hereunto fubfcribed, willing to encourage

a midnufictory of fuch public benefit; and
at. the faine ‘time to help the Mifs Leflies,
who were the firft that cffectually engaged

fe -g_:;.\;?;nd.,haye‘_ with great labour and ex-
pence brought it to the prefent ftate it icin,.

have refolved to aflift the Mifs Leflies to
g(; on with- their .ufeful defign, which may
otherways be dropt or forgot, until in due

- time it fhall be effeGtually encouraged by

publi¢ authority.
Dutchefs. of Hamilton.
I?utchefs of Quecniberry.  Mrs. Jane Dennes,
Couatefs of Buchen.” *°  Lady Anne Eifkine,
Countefs of Marchmont, © Lady Dundas; "

Lady Grane *

Countefs of Bate,” Mrs.” Miilar
Countefs of Northefk, - Mrs. Patetfon, C T
| . . o . :

S " S ent, that =
this manufa&ure of fine thread in Scotland,

could be carried on by them to a great extent, - L
if properly encouraged ;' not only to the ad-
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I\/Ixs. Qtéward - A\ . Lord Cardpof?,(

ICountefs 6f Levq. 7 URichard Hill?- Efq g
‘.Eaxl of Buchan- - - ;Rey. Dr.: fo}'zud :

o Earl of Rofebeny, ~« ¢ .Dr. Brifbane: .. - .
" "“V'ELoxd Lindors. =~ © - "Mr. Wﬂham B_ldkey

The M}fs Lefhes beg leave to conclude thxs;r

Pl "addlefo with- ihelr“acknowledoments to their
;. 'noble generous pﬂtronb Who ‘have .hitherto -

| ‘-encoui acmd Lheu‘ _;undeztakmg They are
teady to thew haw practicable it. is, to" carny
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