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ADVERTISEMENT. _

GREEABLY to what I 1nt1mated in the
Appendix to my Enguzry into the Inﬂu-»

ence of Encly ﬁtres upon the Populamﬂ of this

Kzngdom, the greater part of the followmg
pamphlet was ready for the prefs fix months -
ago ; but, upon the fugge{’uon of an obhgmg
correfpondent I was induced to wait for fill
further intelligence. This mtelhgence, atmy

requeft, has fince been furnifhed by the follow=
ing gentlemen : Mr. Thomas Davis, of Long-

leat, Somerfet, Steward to Lord Weymouth ;
John Billingfley, Efg. of Athwick ; Benjamin

~ Ptyce, Efg. of Sarum ; Thomas Tyley, Efg.

agent to the Duke of Chandos in Somerfet-
thire ; Mr. Thomas Fricker, of Deverell
Longbndge, Wilts, a fenfible farmer of fifty
years experience; and many other fkilful

‘farmers and graziers in South Wales, as well
~ as in the fouthern, weftern, and midland coun=-

ties of England. Of thefe perfons, fome
have long been eminently diftinguithed for
their agricultural knowledge in general, others

for their extenfive obfervation and great EX~
§ ' perience




AbVERTISEME‘Q‘T.

pcrxcncc lefpe&mg enclofures in pai'tlcu]ar.
Their feveral communications are inferted in
the following pages. In moft ‘inftances they
afford the confirmation of fact to what I had
prevxouﬂy advanced on my own Judgment.'
in others they contain fentxments, or fugge{’c

hints, of conﬁderable 1mportzmce For bothf

thc former and the latter ¥ think myfelf gr eat-
iy obhged to them; and they will, I hope,
excule the liberty I take of thus pubhcly rc«'
turmng mv thmkﬁ e

C O N-

INTRODUCTION

General Obfervatlons and fundamental Max1ms of

the Political Enquirer, P. v. vi. . Their falla-
- clous Apphcanon illuftrated by facts, P. vil. x.
" Plan and Diftribution of the followmg Work,

P, x-——xn. , :

SECTION L.

The be dﬁrtmn z‘baz‘ the Price of Butcher's Meat is
 advanced T, bree-lmlf pence in  the Pound maref

z‘/acm the Advance of Price in pz‘ber Things, is
not z‘rue, P’ 13 , R

~ This Propoﬁtlon ef’cabhfhed f'rom the PI‘ICCS of Beef
&c. at the Victualling Office, of Corn from the

. the Cuftom Houfe, and the Corn Regifters,

: P. I§-21.

. SECTION IL

If the Price ‘of Butcher's Meat has really been ad-

kwqmed Three-half-pence in the Pound more than
other
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other T /5ings, it canmot have been owing to the
Enclofures whick have- taken place wzz‘bm the
\Campq/s of sze, P. 22,

The Probablhty of this fhewn from a general View
of different Kinds of Enclofures, 111u{’c1ated by
the particular ones of Mendlp Hills, and thofe
of Wedmore, Glaftonbury, &c. from ‘the con-

" fant immemorial Pratice of the oldeft enclofed:

. Counties, and from( the actual Price of Meat,

. prior.to the Encloiures complained of, P. 22—29.

_The Pohucal Enquxrers Statements, to prove

_that lean Sheep may be bred upon Waﬁes and,
Commons, at half the Expence they can upon
rich Enclofures, examined ; their Fallacy thewn,

| and others given in their f‘ce’ad Profits of folding
&ec. with Concluﬁons, &c. P. 29—45. Caufes

~ of the hmh Price of Butcher’s Meat, durmg

" the three or four laft Years, P 45 —49. Reportc
of the London Committee, 49-—- 57 o
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- Granting Z‘bﬂt our recent Emlojzzre: bave adwzm’ed |

the Price of Butcher’s Meat Three-balf-pence in
the Pound more than the Advance of Price in

other szngs ‘yet the Enclofure of all our Waftes

and Commons could not raife it to Nine-pence or &

Sbi]]iﬂgj ’PQ 589

This

€CONTENT S,

’I‘Ins evxdent from the Political Enqmrers own
~ Statements, P. 8. An Argument fimilar to
. thg Political Enquirer’s, P. 59—-—60.

SECTION IV

\‘ Gmm‘zﬂg tbat the zmwe(/al Enclojure of our Wdﬁes

and Commons would advance the Price of Butcher’s
Meat to Nine-pence or a Shilling in the Pound, it

- would by no Means be g conclzg/' ve Oé;eﬁzon 3

Juch Enclofure, P, 61.

This proved from the Political Enquirer’s Concef-
fions, P. 61—67, and from other Views and
Confiderations, |

SECTION V.
M; jcellaﬂeous Oé]eﬁzam confidered.

1. Rzg/’az‘ of Common a Prwzlege and Happzmjﬁ t0

the Poor, Poyse

The Political Enquirer’s Illuftration of this, P. 6.

Inftances much ftronger without the Rights and
Privileges of Common, P.77-—79. Poor Rates
heavy, where fuch Rights and - vaxleges are

~ moft confiderable : thefe and all general Do- |

nations to the Poor of a Pam{h finally hurtful to

them, P, 79A~85
, 2. Objeltions
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2. Ob]eﬁzom Sfrom. the mméhng Dg/pq/’ ition of Sbfze;z?;‘,j
Pogs o

3. Oé]e%om Sfrom Soil and Sztzmz‘zoﬂ, P. 86——90. i

Nafvzgaéle Canalsy, &e. P. go—93.
4. General Rewew of a Pampblet entzz‘led €« Cur-

« fory Remarks upon Enclq/ures, éy a C’oum‘ry%"

< Farmer,” P. 94-——97

Conclufion, P. 98 —100,.

ERR A T A,

P.§i. 1. 2 from the bottom, for bis read its. P, fii. 1. 3,

. for bis read this. P. 19, 1. 8, for 1748, read 1740, P. 35,
Note, 1. 6, between &epr and 7z infert wpon. P. 48, 1, 7, for -

1739 read 1739-40: L 9, for Sforty jbllawmg ones, read fallaw-

ing one. ~P.74,1. 2, foras;wlmzt.rread andplants.  P.77,1.9,

for or any, read upon any. P. 79, L. 2, for ber read tbezr. P.g1,
1 8 deu; am{. R ,
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- INTRO-

INTR ODUCTI O N, &c. |

N the prefent ftate of fociety in Europe, an
increafe of people is, generally fpeaking, of
all others, the moft unequivocal proof of an-in-
creafe of prof'pemty Having, therefore, in my en-

~ quiry concerning the influence of enclofures upon |

the population of this kingdom, proved, I think,
nearly -to demonftration, (‘¢) that they have not

| only augmented our numbers, but even more aug-

mented them than any other caufe in, fimilar fitua-
tions, I judged all further evidence of their utility
utterly fuperfluous. The- fact, - that they have
already produced this confequence, - being once
eftablifhed, every argument againft the practice,-
whether deduced from fpecuiatwe reafonm or

«( a) The method I took for afcertammg t}us, feemed te ;

me the only praticable one ; and had my enquiries been ane
fwered to their full extent, the demonﬁratxon would have been

complete.

. “Mr. Stone, indeed, in a late vaiuable publication, hasg made

_{fome objections, which I am perfuaded he would nat have

made, if he had duly attended to the nature ‘and limitation of
my argument, I fhall only here obferve, that his -objeétions
are, in fome meafure, totally groundlefs ; but as far as they are
‘zeally founded, they only ﬁrengthen and confirm my general
«s;:om:b.xﬁons° v

. . B
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4 INTRODUCTION.

~ general obfervation, however plaufible on a general
view, we may be certain is - fomewhere or other
defe&ive and fallacious.

The matter however appears to others, it feems,
in. a very different light. - The Monthly Re-
viewers, whofe judgment in general deferves refpect, -
in their Review for May laft, have, as it were, re-
commended to my perufal an anonymous pamphlet, -

entitled, 4 Political Enquiry into the Confequences of

enclofing Wafte Lands, and the Caufes of  the prefent
High Price of Butchers Meat, being the Semtiments
of a Society of Farmers in —— fhire, and have
obferved upon it, that the objections of this writer
~ ftill remain in their full force.. Upon a recom-
‘mendation fo truly refpetable, and finding like-
wife that the work had had confiderable influence

im different parts of the kingdom, I immediately .

procured it, and:have read. it through with all the
' attention the importance of the fubject demands.

The refult is, that I think it contains, as far as

the main purpofe is concérned, many fentiments fo
extremely falfe, and of fuch pernicious tendency,

that they ought not to pafs without a full refuta-

‘tion, -efpecially- as - they are enforced with a viva-
city of remark, and urged with a copioufnefs of
 language, highly plaufible and impofing. |

. There is no probability, indeed, that his reafon-
ings will have any influence on the meafures of

o government.

P N T

INTRODUCTION. it

‘to enquire into ‘the ftate of the crown and foreft

* dands fince the publication of -his pamphlet, and

there is little doubt but that fuch of them will be
-enclofed, as, upon fair examination, appear capable
of due ‘improvement. But every good citizen
will not only rejoice in the falutary regﬁlations-of
the ftate to which he belongs, but alfo with to
remove from the minds of others fuch groundlefs

~difcontent as the publication before us, from the

plaufible air it affumes, is extremely well fitted to

‘infufe.

| The author has fo dreadful an idea of en-
clofures, that ¢ he apprehends the univerfal cul-

¢ tivation of the wafte lands in Great-Britain,

<« would be fo far from a benefit, that it would
 be the greateft evil to this country that could

 ~“ poflibly befall it, except that of being abfolutely
¢ fwallowed up, and funk in the bowels of the

¢« ocean.” ‘This extravagant. affertion he endea-

wvours to enforce by the following illuftration. ¢ If
¢ a beggar comes to me for relief from hunger,

« and I give him half a quartern loaf for nothing, -

:“_.n.g- perfon v‘will'pr'etend to affert that if he had
“c¢ ,bought* a whole loaf at the béker’s, 4,an,d~ given

“ feven-pence halfpenny for it, that becaufe. he

«¢ would in that cafe have had a greater plenty, .-

“ that therefore it was cheaper than my half loaf
B2 o € was.

s
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“« get is not paid for, : .
e« gfford to fell them cheaper than if they paid for

INTRODUCTION.

¢ was, And this is nearly the cafe with I:egard to
¢« the catdé now fed on commons the little they
. and therefore the owners can

v

i ; f rent of land,
< their food, either by the way. 0
« or any other means.” T'o this I fhall only reply

at prefent, that if the fame beggar came tome,

and I enabled him, in confequence of. enc'lo-‘ﬁng
my waftes and commons, to €arn, by 'mduf.’cnpus
labour, what would purchafe 7wo Zoapgs, whoe.ver
will not allow I do bim, as well as the com?nra.umtyc,1
a greater and more effential fervice than if I ha

given him balf a loaf for nothing, 1 have ogly lt;o
with, for his full convition, that he would take

up his refidence in 2 land of beggars, furrounded

~ with lazinefs and indolence, and all their miferable
difguftful attendants. -

Our author’s bold affertion, however, that the
aniverfal cultivation of our waftes, &c. would 'be
#he greateft calamity that could befall us, next to being

Jwallowed up, and Junk in the bowels of the ocean,
notwithftanding its ftartling found, 1s a-mere harm-

lefs hyperbole, meaning nothing more, in pla;n
Englith, than that beef and mutton would be: ad-
wanced to ninepence or & Jfbilling a pound. ?‘or .thls
appears the ultimate objet he has a_ﬂ along 1n v1¢w/,
the grand point he directs all ;h1s arguments 0
_eftablifh, ‘ : |

In

INTRODUCTION. v

- In order to accomplith this purpofe, he lays
down, as fundamental maxims, a few felf-eviden,
propoﬁtions, and then inftitutes upon them a courfe
of the moft fallacious and inconclufive ‘reafoning
that can be conceived.

 « Even gold,” fays he, < msiy be b‘ouhgt too

- * dear, and fo may corn and grafs, or any other

“ of the ufeful produtions of nature.”  Un-
doubtedly.  Plenty of the neceffaries of life,
¢ abftrattedly confidered, is not of fo much be-

~ “ nefit to a nation as moft people are apt to think.”
Probably. ¢ For it is only when that plenty

“ caufes a cheapnefs that enables every rank and
“ degree of people to purchafe a fufficiency for
“ their fubfiftance, which conftitutes a general be-
“ nefit tomankind. Granted. < Plenty or fear-
“ ¢ity do not ultimately govern the price of a com-
modity, though it may tend to create a tem-
¢ porary rife or fall to a certain degree.” Allowed.
“ It is the charge of the produstion that framps the
¢ permanent average price. of all kinds of com-
“ modities whatever. For inftance, no pofiible

“ plenty of Dutch Holland, or fine muflins of.

({4

“ India, could ever caufe thefe articles to alter for .

“ any length of time to an equal price as the coarfe

dowlas ; becaufé the manufaltory of thefe fine
*¢ articles is {o infinitely more expenfive than the

[ {3

¢ coarfe.” 'This likewife I have no inclination to -

difpute. “ Admitting then,” continues this writer,
¢ that

1
SRR -—4.—3‘5\”&*57
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4 INTRODUCTION.

¢« that the charge of the produétion ftamps. the
¢ permanent average price in all kinds of commo-

e dities, I may fairly draw this conclufion, that
<t though by a higher degree of cultivation of the

« lands of this country, we might'be able to pro-
« duce twice as much corn and grafs as we pro-

e duce at prefent; yet if that corn and grafs fo -

s¢ produced fhould coft the nation or the farmer
« who produced it, on account of the advanced
¢ rentof lands, and the exorbitant expences in-the
« cultivation, twice as much per load, asthe price
« of thefe articles are at prefent, neither the na-
¢ tion nor the farrnc;f~wbuld mend their condition;
¢ on the other hand, the poor would fuffer double

"« the diftrefles they now fuffer, unlefs their

s¢ wages were doubled; and if their wages were
«. doubled, this would put a ftop to all manu-
s faftures carried on at prefent to fupply foreign
« markets.” - | |

“Thefe conclufions are readily admitted; but
sheir admiffion entirely depends upon the ftrange
operation of the little word if. Change the appli-
cation of this wonder-working conjunétion, and
we draw conclufions dire&tly oppofite.  If; by a
higher cultivation of the lands of this country, we
might be able to produce three times as much

~ corn and grafs as we produce at prefent, and if the

corn and grafs fo produced fhould not coft the
‘nation or the farmer above twice more than the
' | “prefent

INTRODUCTION, v

‘prcfént, produét - cofts, - both the nation and .the

farmer would greatly mend their condition s The

fa.rmer could afford to fell his produce of every
kind confiderably -cheaper, - the landlord - 'migh};

- have :larger rent, . the -poor. fuller employment,
2

their diftreffes would be leflened, and this would

pov;verfullly en.couragcour'manufa_&urcs carried on
to fupply foreign markets, ©. .

Itisa maxim of general application, that lands
of the higheft rent, and thofe which are moft
manured and cultivated, though at ?or{eéé ‘exper .

are finally the moft profitable. Thg farfnerP ’:lv(l:f,j
gives a pound an acre annual rent; a.nd‘lAa’s» o’oti
triple that fum in improvements, often getsym‘u
zr.xon'ey, and can -afford to fell kis corn, his r;f N
his cat.tle, at a much lower pficé'the;h'--aii(agthe:’
who gives not even five fhillings an acre, and i’ |
a,F fmall additional coft of ‘any kind Whatei:er'r t:hs
dfﬁ‘érence of produé being fill greater than’ vthe'
difference of rents and other expences, - ch )

The illuftration of this- from particulaf fa&
may eafily be given. A fmall parith in the éoun S"
of Kent, by the increafed and higher Eultivat' .
of the land, has its quantity of corn, - hay. h o,
cattle, &c. three times aS~|gréat as the,y we}:é f;)PtS»
years ago; and though the rents have been col;ly
fiderably raifed, the price of provifions and z:h;
expence of culture greatly augmented, jret the

farmers,

T
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viii ) INT RiODUCTIO“N; |
farmers, who ufed to be continually breaking; are

now every" day growing rich, the number of inha-
bitants is doubled, the poor, from the advantage of
full 'employment, are in a much more comfortable
condition than any I have ever feen ‘upon the

borders of a common.

Upon Mendxpp Hxlls in Somerfetﬂnrc, five

thoufand ( b ) acres have been enclofed within the
fame

( 6 ) T he detad 1s as follows : )
% Names of the No. of Acres. Average Improvemenr. ‘

enclofures. . se S.
Charter Houfe . - - 400 4 12
Afhwick - - 200 4 18
Cranmore E. and W 400 3 12

-Ubly - - = T Qoo . . . 16
Haydon - - - = 300 from 3 per Acre to 1z
Doubtmg and Stoke - 700 3. 14
Emborough - - -". 600 3 ‘ 1z
- Shepton Mallet ~ - - 800 3 R 1
Blaadon - - < - goo  mot quite compleated.

Cultivation, :xpencas, and praduce of fix AC!C:, enclofed in 1780,
DEBTOR.: CREDITOR.
£n £, dp e 8 Gy
1780 0O&, To ift plowing 16 per Acre ¢ 16 © :
3783 March, Crofs Doc = » 712 = = = =~ 3 12 @
" May,  To dragging = 8 » = 2~ 3 % o
20 gs. or 160 buths, lime o 0 &
: per Ac. at zod. per qT. 1
June. preadmg limc, &¢e - = -~ 0 18 @
Plowing. = = == = = = = 1 4@
Harrowing = ¢ = = = = -0 8 o0
. Sept. . Plowingand fowing = -~ 116 0

Sacks, ,
szuﬂ? fced wheat = = = 4 10 O By30 = - .= ~ 42 0 ©
1782 Auge Reapmg and fecuring = == 3 © © Wheatat 288,

. 3?: 12 O
Bai;nce 9rof=t 9 & o

p——————_ -
4% o ®

" In
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, fame perlod The dverage 1mprovement in the
value' of the whole€ is from about 3s. 6d. to rearl:

“14s. an acre ; and- although upon fome parts of x}r':
the expences of tillage, manure, &c. the very firft
‘year of the enclofure, have been rore thah five
guineas’ an acré, yet has the imimediately fuc-
;ceedmg crop paid it all; with a furplus of about
32 ﬂnllmgs an acre; for the rent; &cs Wlulc

_continuing under the plough the bare f’craw fup=

ports more cow-cattle during the winter; than
the product of the whole year ever maintained
prior to the enclofure. And where, inthe courfe of
a few years it has been laid down with clover, rye-
‘grafs; or other artificial herbage; it keeps’ fouy
times as many cattle, of almoft every kind, as
it ever did before ; and when broken up a fecond
ﬁme, by a judicious courfe of managemerit, and

’w1thout the affiftance of purehafid anure, it
pl ~

appears again with its wonted fertility; producing
crops equal to thofe it y1elded when- newly enclofed

'and cultwated

Here, from the hlgher cultlva,uon of. our lands
the farmer is. 1ndeed at hxgher expence, and. pays,

< In th1s cafe it appears that there remams a profit of more

than’ 30s. an acre; which will amply repay the expence of .

o enclofing, and if the tand be valued in its usienclyfed Rate, dt

4s. an'acre; and in its improved ‘one only at 12s. there isy
as it were, a kind of new cieation of two thirds more land,

“ or at leaft property iinproved equivalent thereto.—n—-Hear
this, ye enemies of enclofiires, and blufh !” '

€ " - his

(14
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his landlord a higher rent ; yet his produél:s of corn,.
of grafs, and. of cattle, are fo much higher ftill,

that after dcfrayrna all his extxaordmary charges, -
he has.a nett: profit of almoft @ pound an acre as -
the reward of his labour and induftry. ~ Is not
“then the farmer enriched; . is hot. the landlord
_ enriched, are not the poor more fully employed
and, if it be not their own fault, their diftrefles -

greatly . leﬁ'ened? "Are not all thefe a national
benefit 7 Is not this abundance, thus amply

‘paying the expence which attended- the produétion,

the fureft ground for ‘cheapnefs of provrﬁons ? And
muft not this powerfully tend to encourage our
manufactures carrred onto fupply foreron markets ?

Thefe general remarks, : and thcfe oreneral rea-#
fonings, thus - fupported by facts, may be con-

fidered, it is prefumed, as a fufficient anfwer to the

general remarks and general reafonings of our

author, which have no other ‘ground than mere

fpeculation. I will now proceed to a partlcular'
examination of his great and 1eadmg poﬁtlons
thch are, . : :

ift, T hat the enclofures whrch have taken place ,‘

in the courfe of the latt 30 years, have already
advanced the. price of butcher s meat three (¢ )
o halfpence

! . s N TE

(c) Our author aﬁ'erts, mdeed that the - prlce “of butcher s
meat 1is advanced even trwoopem‘e in’ the 1b, more than - the
: : advance

INTRODUCTION. = i

halfpence in’the pound more than the advance of
pr1ce in other thmors.

zd That Ihould all the’ waf’ce lands in’ the
klngdom be enclofed and cultivated, the price of
butcher’s ‘meat would be raifed to nine- -pence of

a ﬂnlhng in the pound

Thefe are the grand pomts hxs whole book is
intended to el‘cabllfh, and, in- anfwer to- them, I

will endeavour to fhew,
1, T hat the aﬁ'ertlon that the price of' butcher s
meat is advanced three halfpence in the pound, in

the courfe of the laft thirty years, more than the
advance of pr1ce in other thmgs, is not.true.

2, Grantmg it to be true, that our enclofures
cannot have occaﬁoned it

3 Allowing even both, that there 1s not the fi naln
left probabrhty that the enclofure and cultivation of

o all our waftes and commons would ra1fe the prrce of

advance in other artxcles ; but one halfpenny of this he afcribes

~ to the encreafed number of horfes ;. which, if his computation

might be depended upon, would be the moft plaufible conclu-

. fion he has made. He fays, p. 87, &c. that we now maintain

eight hundred thoufand horfes more than we did fifty years

- ago ; which muft imply, on the moft moderate allowance

an antual confumption of at leaft ten millions worth of corn,

B grafs, and hay,

Ca2 - butcher’s
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i  INTRODUCTION.

butcher’s meat to nine penceor 3 fhilling 10 the

Pptlndg And,

4‘ Admitting all the three faéts, that ihllojqr a,uf
3 " G Y but . ‘ )
thor’s arguments againft enclofyres would be incon-

clufive.

and I requeft the r.eader"s‘ ‘clof_ejam‘i Qandid a,gfen;
tlon through the wholeattempt, nel_t}'ger (?xpefrjg?
nor defiring they may ‘fur.th'egr obtain his affent,
than they are founded jn reafon at}fl truth, |

" Thefe four propofitions I will endeavour to prove,

S E C-

( 23 )

The Affertion thas the Price of Butcher's Mear
25 advanced- three Halfpence' in  the Pound
. more than the “Advance of Price ‘i"‘zir"z"""fb_z%'ér

Things, -is not true. " . U wT

THIS propofition,. indeed, .if we may: believe
.7~ our guthor in, the latter: part: of ‘his pam-
phlet, " he has himfelf proved:for:'mé; dowever
fi‘nc,()nﬁﬁent it may be with. fome -of / hisv general
maxims; - and .though entirely-fubverfive .of-his
leading purpofe. - He fays, 'p. -101, ‘thaty < daily

- %% experience ! verifies - that: one article“of ‘provifion

f—‘riafdvé,ncing “in ' price, - makes-rthe: f_r’éﬁu\‘éf .uthe
¢ articles rife in nearly the fame: proportion.’? . If
this be- true, what becomes ofthe affestion: that
the price. of ' .butcher’s meatis.cadvanced rthrée
halfpence in the pound.-mere thati that of other
things ?  What is it but aflerting what he affures
us daily experience contradits ?

I wifh net, however, to avail myfelf of appa- B
rent inconfiftencies, I leave them to produce

- their natural effe€t in the fnind of the reader. My |

prefent bufinefs is to prove that the affertion ¢ that
“ butcher’s meat has advanced in price during

¢ the laft thirty years three halfpence in the pound

¢ more
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¢ more than the advancc of price in other things,”
1 not: true. . |

T o eftablith thls pomt it would ‘be. extremely |

tnﬂmg to give the refult of my own very confined
obfervations..  The price of provifions in any
partxcular county, in any particular part of a
county, or at any particular market, could not
be. confidered as the ftandard for the kingdom at

large. In this cxtenﬁve view, .the.only one that
concerns the prefent inquiry, the moft: fatlsfa&ory :
evidence, . with - refpedt to pork beef, butter,
" cheefe, - &c. is'to be fought at ‘the vnStualhng

office s and with regard to wheat, barley, &e.

‘the  corn regifters ;_-and.this not. for . a. ﬁnglc

yeéar, but from the average of fevera.l years in im-

| 'medmte fucceﬁion. .

. As to the former of the abovementloned artxcles,
the teftimony. of. the. Victualling: Oﬁice may be
fcen in thc followmg tables. ;

TSR L e sailed 0 J‘
Prices

S ,

(15)

" Prices of Beef and Pork, at thc V1&ualhng Omcc,

extracted from Mr. A. Young S Pohucal Arithe
metic, p 141, 2.

Years. Bjeef p_er Cwt. Pork per va.\
: | s do s do

1740 23 7% ‘31 o
1741 24 9% - 3z
1742 24 4 329
1743 S 19 2z 27 2%
1744 18 3% 22 5%
1745 - 19 9% . 2L 9‘,:_
1746 21 3% 24 8% L.
1747 - 19 4:x . 24 O
1767 25 5%  none: boughc
1768 . 2§ 3: - ditto’
1769 229 . 33 o
1770 22 . 2L - 4%.§
77t 22 643 3%
Prices




T T L |
| ¢ 16 ) R
|
| Prices of Beef and Pork at the ,Vlé'tualhng Office, -
as fent me by a Fnend thcre, J uly 4th, 1786,
Years. , Beef per Cwt. Pork per th 1 g
jon
172 26 3 52 6 g
1773 , 24 O ¥49 11 &
1774 *28 8; 3% 3 i
1775 *30 41 44 7% 5 g
1776 *28 7 42 113 L8 =
1777 M28 svor M43 113 52
1778 - 25 8 43 0 Ty
1779 733 2 386 B
1780 *31 27 o0 9 e
378r 26 3 376 =,
: 1782 - %36 8 L 4T 0 S
L 1783 30 o . nonepurchafed| g
1784  none purchafed Ditto. J E
: 1785 25 6 U 45
: ' ~ readymoney§ Qreadymoney
N. B, The Prices mark’d thus (*) are average, ,
the others real,
|
i B - | ) ~ The-

il

P
-

~J

L

o

The fame obhglng Friend has ﬁnce fent me
‘the annual Average Coft of Butter and C/’aeefe 5‘f
‘at the’ Vzé’cuallmcr—Oﬁ‘ice from 17 50 ta 17! 86 i
both inclufive, as under . i
Years: Butter Chebfe Chefh Do. Suffolk ; i

~ per lb per b per 1b. -

: di. 4 d. o

1750 . 5 | Ix-% i N
1751 4i iz .k
1759 4% . Ir -
1753 4 S22 iz

- 1754 5z 15 o
175§ 5% , B S ;.
1756 5% , IR |
1757 5% - 3 g i{/e
1758 53 3% rE I
. 1759 5% 3
1760 43 2 !
Delivered aty - Lo i
‘Plymouth§ ~ 4* 2z :
1761 5% 2% |
1762 5 2% :
1763 63 37 L
1764 5% SLEN ;
1765 Y 3 |
1766 5+% 3+ 2
1767 5% 3% :
1768 5% 21 :
1769 5% 25 1
o ¢ o

D e

i

i I
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Vears. . Butter Cheele Chefh. Checic Suffolk

- pr.lb,  perlb. per 1b.
4 i
w0 sk 3
1771 : 2%» :
1772 61 3%
1773 v 7 . 3%5 |
1774 DT
17 E ) +
1778 6 3t
1777 7% 3;
1778 o :
¥779 8% :
1780 7% 3%
1781 o 5,8412  3,7977
1782 6,2035  3,7574
1783 | 5,4917 4,5541
1784 | 723405 45512
1785 nif’f 4'1 Tz

1786 (d) 631!141 3‘ ’7‘

(d) It is true, that the prices gwen in this and the P::;
ceding tables, are probably much lower than they w}i:re at e
feveral periods refpeltively in the London and otherf pa oy
cular markets, when the (peclﬁed articles were bought for phe

* yate and domeftic ufe. But this forms no ob_;e&xon to tbe
conclufions deduced from them becaufe no reafon can

given why the proportion between them and the other fhould

be different at different periods.

From

~+ § Years beginning with 1760 ¢ |

¢ 19 ¥

From the preceding Beef and Pork ’fables, it
~appears that the medium Prices of - thefe Ar-
ticles during three Periods, within the Com-

pafs of the laft 46 Years ‘have been nearly as
follows : : :

Periods. ‘ " "Béef p.1b. Pork p.1b. -
- d. d. .
8 Years beginning with 1748 27 v 2277
5 Years begmmng with 1767 21 22 4 23

2 IT% 4'7——.;
[

5 Years (the laft bought)
ending with 1 78 5

From the Butter and Cheefe Tables, their me-

dium Prices appear to have been, during four Pe-
riods of five years each, nearly thus :

, Butter Cheefe, Chefh ,
Periods. p-1b. p. lb. .

d. - - d.
5 Yea,rs beginning with 17 50 4;f 2% oneyear

¥ az
5 Years beginning with 1770 61 3%
5 Years beginning with 1780 6% 4

As to the Advance in the Prrce of Corn durmo

the laft forty Years it may be pretty clearly
feen by the following Tables :

D2 Average

i
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Average Pr1ces\of Corn for nineteen Years, frarm

1746, to 1765, colleted from the beft autho-
rity that can be obtained, (¢) |

Wheat, Barley, Oats.
s 4 s o do s d

_PeeruarCer_—'»f—gz’g 17 8 14 ©

| Average PI‘ICCS of the fame Grains, refpe&lvely,

for fourteen Years, from 1771 to 1784, €x- '.
tradted from the Corn Regifter, eﬁabhfhed

by A& of the 1oth’of George 111

k4

,} Wheat. _Barley, Oats.
' 5. d. S d. S dg
Per (@arter - = - 45 8 23 8 16 o

It is evident, upon the ﬁxghteﬂ: 1nfpe€t10n of

thefe tables, that butcher’s meat, inftead of being
“increafed in price three halfpence in the pound

more than other articles, is aGually increafed the
leap of 4ll. Beef, we fee, has been advanced
during the laft forty- -fix years, not even a. half-

(e) Our author fays, p. 63, that by undoubted vouchers

: whlch weére laid before parliament a few years fince, the ave-

- Tage pr ice of corn, during the laft twenty years, has been lowex
“than the average price for the laft hundred years., I need make
no remarls upon this; as whoever underftands the fubje&t will
-immediately fee that it is very little to the purpofes

penny

( 21 )
penny per pound,’ ‘whereas pork has rifen almoft
a penny ; butter, in the courfe of about 36 years,
has been raifed one penny three fdrtlmos, and
cheefe one penny farthing, and wheat, ‘which we
had been given to underftand ‘was not advanced

“at all, is really. advanced more than any ‘thing‘
elfe ; being, on an average, almofl one-third

higher for 14 years ending January 1784, thar:x~
during 19 years ending with 17635. ( f)

The ground-work, therefore, of our aﬁthor’3

eloquent declamation, refpeting the direful con-.

fequences' which have refulted from our fecent en-
clofures, vanithes into nothing, and we might
here, of courfe, very fafely terminate our re-
fearches ; it betng by no means neceffary to in-
veftigate the caufe of eﬁe&s which do not exift.
Agreeably, however, to my plan, and that I may

gwe the more full and c_:ompleat iansfa&xon, I will

next endeavour to fhew, that'if thefe effects really
did exift, they could not have proceeded from the

enclofures which have taken place in this kingdom
~ during t the laft thirty or forty years.

(f} See an ‘accqunt of the quantities of corn and grainv ex-

ported from, and imported into England and Scotland for -

fourteen years from januaxy 1771 to January 1784, fold by

. 'W. Brown, corner of Eﬁéx Street, Strand, and . R ’lurner,
- No. 13, Cornhxll,
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SECTION IL

If the Price of Butcher's Meat has really been
advanced three Halfpence in  the Pound
more than other Things during the lafi 30
or 40 Years, it cannot bave been owimng to
the FEnclofures which bave taken place
within that Compafs of Time.

T enclofures ever tend to increafe the price of

A butcher’s meat, it muft furely be wherllvthey‘
convert pafture to arable. But that even thefe

do not always produce this effect, the cafe of Men-

dip Hills, already ftated, feems to afford fatisfac~
tory proof.  The products of corn alone, we

have feen, paid the additional expences ; while the
{traw clover and artificial graffes maintained more
¢han the ufual ftock of cattle and theep. By the
fame kind of hufbandry, fimilar improvements
have been made upon nearly 15,000 acres of
almoft fruitlefs common fields and comparatively
unprofitable fheep downs, in the fouth rweﬁ'em
parts of Wiltfhire,. What fhall we fay then to
thofe wet unhealthy marfh lands, upon which,
from the unwholefomenefs of the feed, the fheep

by rot, and the beafts by fimilar diforders, were "

often in fo fickly, infirm a ftate, and fo frequently

died, as to render the rights of commonage of

very

{ 23 )

very little and precarioué value; (‘z) but which,

by being enclofed and drained, have béen made
dry, healthy and luxuriant, fupporting as’ rﬁzmy
fheep and oxen, and four times as ‘many milch
cows as before ? What thall we fay particularly to
the recent enclofures of this kind in Somerfetthire ?

to thofe of Wedmore, Blackford, Crofs, Huntfpill,’ ’

Glaftonbury, Wefthay, Mark, "Wookey ; which

(a) Iam affured on the teftimony of a very fenfible farmer

on the borders of Sedgmore, in Somerfetfhire, that this is now-

altually the cafe with that very rich, extenfive piece of land,
containing 20,000 acres. For want of draining, he ob-
ferves, it is frequently fo unwholefome, (efpecially after a quick
{pring of grafs) that the cattle fed there are liable to be daned
‘(eXzi&ly in the manner as fheep) and, that fo many die, or
never perfeitly recover, that the lofs more than balances the
profit derived from the right of common. Another perfon

~from the fame quarter informs me, ¢ that in dry fummers,

*¢ indeed, it maintains cows, oxen, horfes, theep, and geefe ;

- *¢ but that in wet fummers it is poi/on to them all; and that
“¢ although, in favourable feafons, it may be worth from 10s. -

“ to zos. an acre; yet that from the multiplicity of rights,
¢ from its being fometimes overftocked, and at others under-

¢ ftocked s from the difeafes the cattle contrat there, from the

¢ uncertainty of its produce, to which no farmer,i' nor fet of
¢ farmers can accommodate their flock ; from the number of
¢¢ poor bad horfes, that are in themfelves unneceffary, are fel+
¢ dom ufed, and would not be kept at all on enclofed lands;
¢ from thefe feveral clogs on its value, he has feldem found
« that, in valuing an eftate in its vicinity, the farmers were
‘c ever willing to allow any rent for it: whereas by draining,
¢ which cannot be effe®ed without enclofure, it would cer:
“_tainly be worth from 20 to 40s per acre.”

have
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have all taken place. within the laft 12 years;
and contam ‘more than 10,000 acres? (4) While

in ‘common, .were they not, by the efqmatmn of

the moft - fkilful farmers, of comparatively very
Tittle value 2. But now, in confequence of .being
drained and properly managed, are they not let
At 2§s. an acre ?  The furrounding lands, mean
time,. inftead of being diminifhed in walue, are
they not even improved, and, rented conﬁderably
higher ?  Are not the fheep on moft of thefe new
enclofures, more numerous, and, in the room of
being, as formerly, poor and miferable, and often
dying with the rot, are they not even durmcr the
winter months, fatted, and made fit for the butcher 2 |
Are not the neat cattle, of every kind, more than -
doubled ?  Are not the milch cows, in the fingle
parifh of Wedmore mcreafed upwards of 5003 And

(5) The deta1l of the above was furnifhed, at my requeﬁ
.by Mr. Thomas Tyley, of Wedmore, avent to the duke of

Chandos in Somerfet. The number of acres in each of the.

fpecnﬁed inclofures, and the periods at whlch they refpe&wely

zook place, are as follows :

Acres,

Dates. : - Names.
1774 : Wedmore 2600
1781 - Do. Blackford Manor gs50
1778 Crofs 300
778 Huntf{pill : 1100
1778 ' Glaftonbury 1400
1778 . Wefthay - . 17c0
28t . Mak 2000
1783 © - ‘Wookey - . goo
l ' 10,9350

P

are

B

| ‘aggregate value ?

~lent to the increafed expences?

( 25 )
are not thefe, on the moft moderate allowance, équal
to an additional rental of 2000l. a year, exclufive of
the number of perfons maintainéd by the employ-

~ment they afford ? The horfes too, although not

‘muliplied in number, are they not, from the im-

provement in the breed, greatly augmented in

have been conftantly fo much better employed,
that the rates have continued nearly the fame, and
do not increafe, though it is well known that in

‘many other parts of the kingdom, they have been
" nearly doubled within the period juft now men-
tioned. Amidfl this profufion of produce, thefe:

multiplied flocks of fattened theep, thefe crouded
droves of kine and oxen, where is the evidence that
i thefe enclofures have contributed to heighten the
price of beef and mutton ? Would they be fold the
dearer becaufe three times the quantity was fent to
market 2 Where is the probability that they
~could not be afforded as cheap as before? Or that
the increafed products were not more than equiva- -
' The improved
condition of every rank of people here fpeaks the

CODU‘&I‘Y

If fieither thofe enclofures which have left the
grounds pafture which were pafture before, nor

“even' thofe Wthh have converted pafture " into |

tillage, appear to have raifed the price of butcher’s
meat, what rnay we expect from thofe which have

E changed

The poor, at the fame time,
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‘changed - tillage into pai‘cure Prom thofe m-
men(e tracts, for example, in the Vale of Evetham,
in the countes, of Worcefter and Glouceﬁer,
which of cold wet and almoft barren arable, a
become dry healthy rich meadow; and, in lieu of
fcanty crops of wheat or barley, are covered with
multitudes of fat theep and oxen ? Nay, what may -
we expect from thofe ¢ newly-enclofed lordfhips
“in Northamptonthire and Teicefterthire, where,” as
Dr. Price and Mr. Addington heavily complain,
s¢ there are now not 50 acres ploughed yearly where
< there ufed to be 1500, and fcarce an ear of corn
< to be feen where formerly were grown hundreds
j“, of quarters ?”  While thefe enclofures, in the
fancies of thefe two gentlemen, appear to have
raifed the price of wheat three fhillings in the
bufhel, have they, at the {ame time, alfo advanced
that of beef and mutton - three ‘halfpence in the
pound?  If they have produced effets fo dlre&ly
oppofite, farewell to the dictates of common fenfe !

As from the inftances now adduced there feems _

o arife a very powerful evidence that the particu-
" lar enclofures referred to have not increafed’ the
price of butcher’s meat; the following fals are a
ftrong prefumptmn that enclofures in general cannot
‘have done it.  The average price of beef at the
Victualling Oﬁiqc-durmg the laft {eventeen years
of the laft century was about 2id. a pound, the

four. ‘years‘becin'ning with 1709 nearly  3id.

whereas the five years endmg with 1771 it was

only

i
sy

( 27°)
only 23d. At the fwo fir/? of thefe periods, none -
of ‘the recent enclofures, now fo feverely con-
demned, had been made, at the /af, more .

than half the’ plefent number had a&ually takm
place.~

 All this reafoning, it may be- faid, however "
plaufible, is {o far from being a full refutation of -
our author’s {yftem, that it does not even direétly
encounter his arguments. For has he not proved,
even to demonftration, by a clear and minute de- -
tail of particulars, that while wafles and wninclofed
commons vemain, the cottager can afford to fell that
lean fheep for 10s. which the farmer, on his rich
enclofures, cannot bring up for lefs than Ooé or a
guinca? And muft there not neceffarily be the
fame difference of price when fatted ¢
Let me afk in return, can it be poflible that
his {’catements and reafonings can be jult ? If they
are, muft it not have been the uniform practice
of the uninclofed counties, and thofe aboundmg

. with wafte lands, to furnifh the .enclofed ones with

lean fheep, and that the enclofed counties can’,
never have afforded to breed for themfelves ? But
how is the fa&? Is it not notorious, that the richeft
and oldeft enclofed counties in the kingdom;, not
only breed a large proportion of their own ftock,
but regularly furnith their neighbours with theirs ¢
"Fhé county of Effex, in which are few walftes, and
E 2 whofe
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whofe enclofures are as highly cultivated as moft;

Joes fhe not now, and has the’ not time immemo-
rial, fent her lean wethers to be fatted in Hert-
fordthire ¢ The counties of Devon and -COI_‘nWaH{
moft of wholfe wafte lands have been enclofed from
the .refnotei’c‘antiquit,y, (¢) are they not well known

to fupply feveral others, efpecially that of Somer~

fer, with the greateft part of their lean ftock ¢ Do

not thefe inftances give our author’s dodrine a
doubtful, at leaft, if not an incredible appear-

ance? For how could thefe things have happened.

if the wethers in the former cale, and the ftock in
the latter, could have been purchafed for half the
?rice xipon waftes and commons ? Wou}d it not
have recompenfed the grazier to have fetghed'thexn
~ from the fartheft extremities of the ifland ? Surely

this writer’s fyftem muft be unfounded. Lt us,

(c) ¢¢ There are, indeed, fome confiderable trafts of un-

s« inclofed land, a correfpondent remarks, petween Exeter and
¢ Hold.fwor"thy', and towards Plymouth; bit a great part of
s¢ 3t is not common, but private property, and that too‘Worthlc:{a
g0 pay for enclofing ; and what is really common, is fo exceed-
¢ Ingly wet, and boggy, and poor, and fo much expofed to th.e
¢ fea winds, that were it not for-the firaw they get from their
¢¢ enclofures, their cattle could not be fubfifted in the winter ;
1 aﬁd even wigh this affiftance it is certain that thefe and the
el lqux_g grounds of fimilar kind, whether in Devon or Corn-
¢¢ wall, do not furnifh their neighbours with’ half fo much

¢ flock as thofe parts of either, ‘which have been enclofed.

« from the earlieft ages,”

‘however,,

( 29 )
however, hear. what he has to fay in -fupporc
of it. - . o

‘To eftablifh then his favourite and leading
point, he gives the following ftatements of the
expences of the farmer and cottager, in the fitua-
tions above reprefented refpe@ively, . -

FARMERs EXPENCES.

Five ewes, producing five wether lambs,
coft keeping the produce of one acre
“of ground, and for which he pays to

his-landlord per annum, 1 o o
On account of parifh rates, tithes, &c.

ene fifth mere, : . o 4 ©
Coft of lambs the firftyear, . . = 1 4 -©
Ditto fecond year, - 1 4 ©
Pitto third year, S 1 4 o©
Ditto fourth year, I I 4 ©

[T ——-

‘Grofs cofts of keeping the faid five lambs
il they become wethefs of four years

old, | 4 _16“’ 5

| Whenée‘ muft be deducted the profits on

the wool, that the five ewesproduced = -
“the firft year, and the wool of the ive . .
- wethers the three fucceeding ~years, ,
o S - which

] .
A
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- Brought over 4 .16 " ©

w}mh 1 eftimate at two todd, viz.
half a todd a year, and at 20s. a todd,

‘amounts to - 7 2 0 C
: : _.__Netcoﬁs 2 16 o
Add one fourth of grofs coft for lofs by
rot or acc1dent, I 4 O
Ditto one-fourth, for profit on labour and
atrention, _ : I 4 O
T haf is abdut one guinea per head, 5.4 O

COTTAGERs EXPENCES.
Five ewes, producing five wether lambs,

kept by a cottager on a common, and
boarded at a farm 16 wecks in the =

_ winter, at 3d. per head per week, * 1" 0" o

Expences for boarding the wethers for
" fixteen weeks, at 2d. per week “per

head for the fecond winter, ‘013 4
Ditto for the third winter,  ° 013 4
Ditto for the fourth winter, =~ © 13 4

3 o ©
« Whence to be dedu&ed as in the cale |
of the farmer, : .2 00

§ Ot gt

Nettcot 1 o0 ©

Nett’

N 1 ¢

R 1 4

(31 )

Nett coft I e o

Add to thc nett: coft one fourth of: the'

grofs coft, for lofs by rot and other ac-
- cidents, -

'Ditto for profit on labour,. : -o‘ 15 0
| 2 10 ©

< Or ten fhillings & head.
« That 1s to fay, allowmg for proﬁts in both
cafes in the fame proportion, accordmg 0 pro-
perty rifqued, the farmer’s wethers at four’ (d)

years old would ftand him in one guinea a-piece,
and the cottager’s only ten thillings.”

“gC

<€

Thefe are our author’s ‘pléuﬁf)lei ftatements,

.when'ce a‘ll higﬁ'_wonderful, dedu&ions are made.

e

(d) Our author fays, that if all our wethers were kn!led at
two years old, the farmer’s expences would not, indeed, be fo
much greater than the cottager’s, as they are when kept to four

.years old 3 but that the produce of wool in -the whole king-

dom would be diminithed one third.. This is fo far from be-
ing true, that it would be rather thereby increafed.” For I may
venture to appeal to any Farmer, or Society of Farmers, who
know any thihg of the matter, that ﬁvethers, which have been
well kept,: at the firft fhearing, when a year and four or five
months old, produce more wool, in proportion to their weight,
than ever after Confequently, while the confumption of
mutton remains the fame, the quantlty of wool muft be in-

“creafed by the wethers being all killed at two yearsold; and

the keeping them to four is a mere matter of perfonal luxury,
-and not of national benefit.

But:
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But they are every where, and in almoft every par- - |
ticular, unlefs I am ftrangely miftaken, full of

deception and fallacy. Sheep of the fame kind

and- fize, as far as appears, are reprefented as kept

upon barren commons, as upon fine enclofures of

‘00s. anacre 3 their plight, their produét of lambs
-and-wool, their rifques and hazards, the expences

of labour and attention are alfo glven ‘as. in equal

- proportion 3 whereas nothing, in every refpect,
‘can be more oppoﬁte to the truth. But let us ex-
amine the two accounts d]ﬁ:m&ly and mmutely :

‘ .And firft, that. of the farmer S

E,XPENCES, &ec.

This begins Wlth a ftriking 1mproprlety The
farmer keeps lean fhecp three or four years in fuc-=
ceffion upon rich lands of 20s. an acre. A pru-
dent {kilful man, if upon fuch land he kept theep
atall, it would be with a pur poie and with profits
‘very different from thofe here {’cated. | '

‘An acre of oround of this defcrxptlon, would
perhaps fcar cely be adequate to the maintenance
of five Wiltthire, Hertfordthire, or Effex theep.

I will fet them only at four. - T’ he refult in general”
would be nearly as follows. The four ewes would -

produce five lambs 5 two of thefe at leaft Would in

the courfe of the fummer, be fit for the butcher,
| ’ makmg

)

- making from 16s. to a guinea a-piece. The re-
mainder would be worth 12s. each in the month of .

October or November.  Suppofing them wethers,
ﬂicy‘may then be foon put to turnips, or other fat-
tening food, during the winter; and in the enfu-
ing fummer, to rye-grafs, clover,. and the beft paf-.

turage the feafon affords; they will each produce.

five or fix pounds of wool a fleece; and by the.
Chriftmas following, having been always fo highly
fed, will have acquired nearly their full growth,
will be fufficiently fat, and worth upon an average’

~_30s.ahead. With fuch mutton as this, a noble-.

man’s houfe in’ this neighbourhood ufed to be
conftantly fupplied, and it was generally allowed
to be as oood or the very bef’c that could be

. procured. .

~ An ini‘cance of profit, indeed, much fuperior to
the above, came within my own immediate ob-
fervation, Five Norfolk ewes were bought fome
time after Michaelmas 1783, for 16s. a head, and
were kept in enclofed fields and paftures of much
inferior quality to the above. Early in the {pring,
1784, they produced feven lambs, which were all.
fold to the butcher in the month of May, for 16s.
a head. They fhore in the fummer about half a
todd of wool, which was fold for nine-pence per
pound “The five fheep took the ram again, and,
in the month of Auguft, in the fame year, had
{feven  Jambs more, which, not long after Mi-

F i chaelmas,

s
- e
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chaelmas, made ten fhillings each. Of the five
ewes four, being tolerable meat, were fold at their.
“original price, in ‘the month of O¢tober, and the
fifth, early in the next {pring, fetched a pound.
The total produce of thefe five fheep, in fomnething
rmore than the compafs of a year, was gl. 16s. 6d.
and. all this upon little more than an acre of
ground, fo copious and abundant was the crop of
clover. What could unenclofed waftes and com-
mons have done comparable to eitherof thefe caf¢~s-?-"
As to the former, few heaths would have kept the
Effex and the Hertfordfhire fheep very remote
from ftarving ; and as to the fattening the lambs,
that would have been quite out of the queftion.
The four ewes would not have reared above four,
perhaps only three lambs, which might have
fetched about 6 or 8 fhillings a head, while the
wool would not have exceeded 3lb. a fleece, inftead
of 4 or 5. ‘The profits of Norfolk fheep would:
perhaps be the moft certain, as from their manner
of bringing up, they are much better fuited to the
rambling vagabond kind of life 5 they would yield
about 21b.’ of wool a fleece, and bring four (e)
lambs, which at Michaelmas might be worth 6 or
7s. ahead ; fo that their annual produce might be
' S . about

{) I find from a very excellent account of the expences and.
profits of a ﬁock of Norfolk fheep, confifting of about 1000,
~ given by the Duke of Grafton, in the 37th No. of Mr. Young’s

Annals of Agriculture, that on an average of feven years, the”
e \ . ~ produce
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about 3§s: inftead of gl. 16s.6d. as in the inftance

of the eénclofures.. Whoever will take the pains
to compare thefe accounts will find that-the farmer
could have afforded, after paying rent and other
experices; “together With the allowance of confi-

derable profit, ‘to have given away bis fecond birth

of lambs as well as the cottager could have afford-
€d his a¢ fix of feven fhillings 2 head,

“The inftanct indeed of the Norfolk eves, as firft

above given, is a very extraordinary one, and muft
not be fireiioufly infifted on in'thé prefent argu-
mient. But that of the Hertfordthire; Effex, and

‘Wiltfhire is by no means unufual. The annuak

produce of four of them we find is upwards of

pi*bdﬁéé’ of lambs was fcaréeiy four to every five' ewes, and of -
~wool ‘about 21b. 2 fleece, -though they were doubtlefs much
bettef fed-and better managed than théy ufually afe upon waftes'

and commons, ‘The average rent of the land too was about

3 _‘Q;’pﬂsv._a‘!}‘ acre ; and not higher rented than that fhould

our E:i'ifft}lf(_f_f, perhips, hive fuppoféd his lean fhéep kept in ens
Clofuresss o SR

e fce;ﬁs that thefe fheep are vaftly more préliﬁc when
brought to our rich’ Effex paftures than when fed upon the
poorthin lands of Norfolk. Inftead of fivé producing only
fourlambs; it more commonly happens that four produce five 3
nay veryoften a proportion much higher fill takes place.
For, riot to repeat the extraordinary cafe of the double births
a@mve} ftated, forty of the fame breed of ewes, belonging to dne -
of my ‘neighbours, laft yéar produced ard fafted fixty-feven

lambs, - v ,
Fa : four
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four pounds, which will pay tent with other ex.

pences, and. ftill leave-a fuperiority of profivover

the cottager. - /

But it will be faid that none of my wethers are
kept to be four years old, which our author confi~
ders of fuch vaft importance. - To accommodate
our reafoning then to his peculiar ideas, I will put

‘a cafe exa@ly in point. Suppofe then a hundred

ewes, for the purpofe of breeding and bringing vp
lean wethers to four years old, previous. to their
being put to fatten, are kept upon twenty acres.of

land annually rented at a pound an acre,. and that

thefe hundred ewes produce a hundred wethers.
With thefe the farmer will fold his arable grounds,
more or lefs in quantity according to its foil and
fituation, In many parts of Hertfordthire, and in
fome of Effex, beginning to fold at the end of
March, and not leaving off till late-in ‘November,
he will manure from 14 to 18 acres, worth from

20s. ta 305, each. In other places, on other foils,

and in different feafons, not beginning to fo_ld‘till_
May, and finithing fo éarly as the end of Septem-
ber or commencement of O&ober, {carcely more
than 10 or 12 of the {fame :.v'alu,e would ,be\ covered.,
We will take the avefage number of acres at 12,
‘and the average value per acre at 25s. This amounts
to 14s, to every five fheep; their wool at 4%1b. a

fleece, and gd. per lb. makes upwards of 165.5"
which, added to the 15s. manure, gives 1l. 11s. for

the
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the produce of the firft year, exclufive.of: the value
of the five wether lambs, (/f) which are ftill to be
~continued lean, and annually folded. ‘The manure

arifing hence will not be greatly inferior, one year
with another, to that of the firft year ; I will, howa

ever; only fet it at'12s. annually.  The wool will

 be confiderably more, being nearly 61b, a fleece;

which I may faitly eftimate at a Todd the five;
worth about a guinea, () ‘ | -

Some other of our author’s ftatements refpeting

-the expences and profits of the farmer I might ven-
ture to conteft; yet I will let them pafs, and our

accounts will be nearly as under :
“ | ' - Farmer’s

(/) An acre of the fuppofed land will keep five fheep for
foldm g Pgr%zaps as well, a;srf;ogr when conﬁantly fed upon it. -

() The above reafonfng will be nearly the fame, mutatis

mutandis, whatever kind and fize of fheep are made ufe of, In:

Wilts and Hants, fays a correfpondent from Somerfet, ¢ Sheep

¢ are ufually *fold‘ed the whole year, and the fold of ewes and

“lambs from a good meadow is extremely valuable, it

¢ being the | goodnefs of “the ’f'eed'fu’pon ‘which dépéhd"bbth
“ the quantity and worth of the dang. Eight hundred coy-.

eftimated at 16s. often 20s. for the enfuing barley crop.

¢ weeks before wheat fowing. - Then again it increafes, and,
- where they can fow immediately after the fold, the dung

-of 1600 fhega»p,‘ which are fufficient’at that feafon of the year

(14
se
L4
1 1
1 bgrley. To fum up: I think the value of the manure arifing .
S - ¢ from
/

¢ ples. will“cbv’er an acre in a night, which may be fairly .

The fummer dung decreafes much in value, till two or three

AY
T Py SR BRI e

for an acre, is worth as_much as the 860'couples were for
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Farmers Expences &ca

I

Rent. and pamfh rates foﬁr years . = . 4.\ 16 o
One fourth part of this for lofs by rot 1 4 O
and accidénts - - -

]:)1&0* fdr proﬁt oh labour arid sttentron 1 4. | o
| “ | ’I‘otal expences 74,0
T otai produce in wool and manure - - 6,10 - O

P— S

Remdins - - 014 O

s — gy, et

That is, the farmer caivafford his four: year old:
lean wethers at about thiee {hllhngs p‘er‘head

1]

COTTAGER

As to our author’s flatement of the cotfager’s
experices, 1 abfolutely deny, fome few extrdordina-
ry cales excepted ‘his firft and fundamental maxim,
that he pays no rent for- the privilege of cominen~-

~ age. (b )Our duther’s own pofitiens and feafomngs, |

contraty to hi¢ intetition, -do therfelves inevitably

prove it. He is very copious and eloquent in.

1

“” ffbm 160 {heep may be jiftly ﬁated at about 1 51 per annum
s¢ Iy thé cotinty of W]lts, at leaft, I know Iam nearfy nght. g

This account fufﬁcxently agrees. with the above given efti-
mates to afford .them fatisfaltory conﬁrmatlon. S

(k) We fhall héreaftér feé; that: évér o¥anting that the
cottagey pays no rént for his right of conitionage, and that it |
isin itfelf really a benefie yet fhiag it proves in fhe end hurtful |

an@ poinicious: dl fplaymg
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difplaying the benefits arifing to a pcor man from
the neighbourhood of -a large common, Grant

“them to be equal to his heightened rhetorical repre-

fentation, to whom do thefe benefits belong ? Do

‘they belong to the proprietor of the cotfage ? If

they do, and he lives in it hlmfelf he immediately
feels thefe beneﬁts. : If he lets or fells it; . will he
refign thefe benefits without. an equivalent? You
may as well {fuppofe that the owner of a large eftate,
endowed with common- fenfe, will give it away

for nothmg

- But, fays this writer, the principal advantage of
the right of common depends upon the dexterity

of the commoner, Granted. Is it not the fame
- with regard to farms? But does the landlord efti-

mate the value of them by the 1gnorance or folly
of the farmer 2 Or by what may be fairly made of
them by {kill and induftry ? The latter is doubtlefs
his ftandard of valuation. ~Inlike manner, if the
renter of a cottage, in confequence of his Vi‘cinity"
to a common, can, by due care and managerment,
keep. five, ten, or twenty theep upon it, the pro-

prietor, fairly eftimating the profits of them, ﬁxes :

the rent at 5, 10, Or 20s. the meore.

But our author has made it extremely uncertain,
whether the cottager can actually enjoy thefe pri-
vileges. ¢ Though,” fays he, ¢ we have an unli-

“¢ nited right of commonage, and though we are

*f not
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s not bound by any manerial or parochial reftric«
“ tions to any particular quantity, or number of
¢ cattle refpectively, our own prudence governs-and .

< yeftrains us on that head. We do not flock
<« ourfelves with more cattle in.the fummer to feed
<« on the comimons, than we can properly keep at
« home in the winter.” Now the fame prudence
which reftrains the farmer from feeding more cattle
on the commons in the fummer, than he can pro-

perly keep at home in the winter, will it not as cer-

tainly induce him to keep as many 2 But if he
does, what becomes of the poor man’s fheep?

.‘The farmer will keep as many as he conveniently

can. If he takes in the cottager’s, therefore he
may chance to ftarve both them and his own. Our

Arcadian commoner, therefore, with his numerous -

flocks and herds, is, after all, reduced to a -defpe-~

rate dilemma. If he ventures them on the com-.

mon, this writer affures us, he ffequently lofes
many ; if he fends them to the farmer, the farmer
has nothing to keep them with, he having already
a fufficient ftock of his'own. Either way the poor
creatures muft inevitably perith. _If they remain
upon the dreary heath, they will firay away and be

ftolen ; or die with cold, and wer, and hunger. If -

they go to the farmer, they muft be ftarved ; with

the only confolation of a great many others being.

ftarved along with them.

But

i
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But there are ftill other fallacies in the ftatement
of the cottager’s accounts, The quantity of vxlzoo};,
if he keeps the fame kind of theep, as is'l‘evidé’ﬁ‘tly

Hfuppofed, will be a fourth part lefs than that of the
farmer; and his'loffes by accidents will be 4 fourth

_part more. '

as they will of themfelves, at the proper times,

have more fenfe than their mafter,’ the re
this will generally happen. The farmer,

paftures ; whereds thofe of the cottager, if at al]
inclined to rottennefs, will often feek thofe very
fpots,A.Which'v- tend to increafe their diforder: and
'fv'iH not this more “efpecially happen if (for the
trifling profit of about a fbilling a head) he lets

~them to fold upon the neighbouring fields of the

will they

. f,a;*mer? Crouded together in the pen,
not_become confiderably hot; and, upon being let
out, will they not eagerly feed upon the moittet
herbage they can get, whether it be what imme-
diately {prings after hafty thowers, or fuch as grows
upon-thofe fwamps and wet moorifh lands, with
which our waftes and commons fo much abound ?
Mqﬁ“_n'o't this naturally produce the fatal difordor
we are ﬁ)@a}«:ing_of ? Nay, this fudden tranficion
N G , from

' Win

re=
tire to the higher grounds. Now, unlefs the theep
verfe of
' - of com-
?nqﬁ"difcfetion; will také_caye to keep his Hbcks;-
during a wet feafon, in his ~ drieft fields and.

- Our author. contends, ‘indeed; " that the cot-
-tager’s theep-are lefs. liable to rot than the farmer’s;
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from_warm- lodging to the bleak expofure of a
hcath muft likewife unavoidably fubjeét them to
colds, and that contagious diftemper, called the
{cab; which as rapidly communicates itfelf to all
the ﬂocks upon the fame common, as the fmallm
pox or peftilence runs through a populous town 3

“and although, by timely care, it prove not mortal,

it often ftrips them of half their clothing, and leaves
them poor, naked, and fhivering, to the full opera-~

tion of inclement feafons.

But after all, allowing the cottager’s Opportun
nity and convenience for keepmcr fheep, by the
winter d‘ﬁﬁance of . the fzumer, Jet us here colleét
together the preceduw obfervatlor\s and ei’tlmates}

nd place them befoxc the reader in one wew.

COTTAGERs EXPENCES.
\ : : L. s. 4
Rent fourycaxs, at §s. a year, o i O O

Keepm@ five ewes, producmo five wether
lambs, at a farmer’s, 16 weeks in the

. & .
- winter, at 3d. a head, . 1 o Q
chAncT the wethers 16 weeks, at 2d.
week per head, the three foilowmg
WINEETSy | 2 0 ©
Total grofs coft, 4 O O

(dmcﬁ ﬁn‘v‘m A 0 0
T

04?)7
Bmuor ht f'oxw:ud 4. 0 o
Add the {'omt 1 (i) of the grofs coft for

lofs by rot, &c. | I 0 o
(;’c J) Ditto for proﬁts on labour and at- '
' tcntlona o , I 0 O
Total expences, 6 o o

PR OF I T s.

- By wool, at even 2% 1b. per fleece, and

rod. a pound, - about 2 2 O
Folding on the farmer’s‘ground at 1s.

a head, during the beft part of the -

- fummer, , i 0 o

Total profits, 3 2 o

Which dedué‘c from the total expences,
and there remains ‘ ‘ 2 18 ©

Or about 11s. a head, at which the cottager
can afford his four year old lean wether, which

~will not be nearly fo good as what the farmer we

have {feen can afford for 3s.

-

In no way, then, does it appear, that the rearing,

of lean ftgck, by the affiftance of waffes and com-

(z) T}us mlght perhaps be falrly fet at one third.

(1{’) Thls alfo, accordmg to the precedmg remarks, mxghL
b\, equally bewhtcncd
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anons, is but half as great as within rich enclofures. -

But granting for argument fake that it were, our
author would ftill be very far from having proved,
that the enclofures which have been made during
the laft thirty or forty years, have advanced the

price of butcher’s meat three halfpence in the

pound more than the advance of price in other

~things. For, in order to eftablifh this pofition, it

would be neceffary to afcertain the numiber of

“acres actually enclofed within the period now men--

tioned ; what proportion they bear to the wafles:
and commons {till uninclofed, as well to the whole
quantity of land in Great-Britain, and how many
cattle were kept before and fince. None of thefe
particulars has he thewn, or even attemptefi to
thew. His ‘eftimate, therefore, of the neceffary
confequent advancement of butcher’s meat, is
mere random conjecture, unfupported by facts, or
any juft principles of reafoning. -

Were I to form a judgment of the total number
of acres contained in our recent enclofures, from
the accounts of thofe I have now before me, _I
fhould riot fuppofe they. could exceed, if even a-
mount to a million. But there can be little doubt,

that more than four fifths of thefe were not waffes

and  commons, which chiefly affe¢t the argument,

but merely open rented felds. Suppofing the lands
of  Great-Britain to be no more than fixty millions,-

‘the recent enclofure of waffes and cofimbns cannot
| be

( 45 )

‘beeven a two hundredth part, a mere trifle, utterly».

infufficient to produce. any fenfible difference in the

price of lean cattle, and confequently of butcher’s
‘meat. |

i

Were it neceﬁ‘ary I could very eaﬁly point. out.

many other deficiencies and fallacies in our author’s
1eafon1ngs to eftablifh the point now immediately be-
fore us. But from what has been already advanced,

we may here very fafely put an end to this part of
our enquiry. We have feen that his ftatements to
prove that the cottager can bring up lean ftock

upon commons. and wate grounds at half the ex--

pence the farmer can upon his rich enclofures, are
deficient in almoft every poflible particular ;
but that allowing them ever fo full and com-
plete, the deduétions from them, that our recent

e;zclq/'ures have raifed the price of butcher’s meat

three Zmlﬂ)mca in the pound more than the ad-
vance of price in other things, is fo far from true,
they could not probably have raifed it the fourth

- partof a farthmon :

A}

The high pnce of butcher’s meat for the two or
three years now immediately paft, is, ftrictly fpeak-
ing, no part of our enquiry. For, although our
author in his title page mentions the prefent high.
price of it, yet he evidently means,  both from the-
general tenour of his arguments, and from particu-

lar expreflions occaﬁonally ufed, feveral years pre-

cedmg

SIS

R

T

T




o]

S TR

: (46 )
ceding the publication of his pamphlet in the year”
1785,  The caule however of the high ‘price -of-
this article of provifion even within the fhort period

juit now ftated, bemcr in itlelfa matter of confider-

able 1mpou:amwJ it may not be amifs, before we
proceed to our next general propofition, to fay a
few words xcfpeumo it ' -

v

‘\ow I mvc not the f nallc.{‘t hc,ﬁtamon to aﬁ'ert,
zhau 1t ‘ms arifen from a temporary fcnrczt_y and
that tlhs igaxcuy has PI'OLCCde from a fucceflion,
of Jevere winters , of cold chbaa?‘dfpng;, and
Jrom a general j:zz/zf;e 07 grajs in the fummers. . VVds
not the winter of 1783 fo uncommonly fharp, that.
lmy, 11 many parts of E nom.nd “was §l. a ton, and
was not fome exported to the continent at even,
nine (£) ? Was it poilible that the fq ‘mers could,
fupport their uiual ftock ?  Could the ca.lves that,

fell carly in the year 1/84 be reared ? Did not

many of our cows, from being almoft ftarved duri ing

the preceding m@nths, mifs their bulhng, as . the
farmers exprefs it? And was not again_ the win-
ter of 1784 uncommoaly long, as well as fevere?
Did not numbers of cattle die for want of - fod-
‘dcr?’ And of thofe that lived, were not ma-
oy fo extremely poor as to make it 1mpoﬁi-

ble to fat them in the following 1ummer had Ol'afs :
been ever fo p]entlful > But unfortunately, WaS not

(¢#) Hay it feems then muft have been dearer-and fcarcer
with our neighbours than with us: Did this. arife from en+
<l fures £

the
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the crop fo exceflively fhort, ‘that the farmers were

diftrefled even to keep them at all>  'Was not the
produce of barley too equally deficient?  Did not
that deficiency prevent the fatting vaft numbers of
hogs, which might otherwife in fome meafure have
fupplied the diminution of beef? And as to fheep,
what multitudes were ftarved, fome for want of
hay, fome for.want of turnips, which were rotted.
and fpoiled by the frofts ? And of lambs, how

- many thoufands and tens of thoufands perithed in

the fnows, or by the intenfenefs of the cold? Are
not we affured from the breeding counties, that their
ftocks, from thef¢ feveral caufes, have been reduced
%5+, and in forne partsof Wales, untheléred; unfe-
cured, unfed, by enclofures, more than"% 2¢4) In a

ward,-are not both neat cattle and theep much few="

er than in 1782 2+ Muft not thefe deficiencies be
made up by the breeders before the graziers can
expet lean ftock to be plentlful ‘and cheap, or the
commumty hope for butcher s meat at prxces mo-
derate and eaiy? R BRSNS

Up,on a view of all thefe concurrent caufes, I am
fo far from being furprifed at the temporary dear-

. (L) This has the teftimony of a capital farmer in South
W 7ales, who alfo fays, that, by the feverity of the late winters,

* their ftocks both of cattle and theep, are become for exceedingly

fhort, that it will be fome years before they wiil be able to fell
their ufual quantities. .In that cbuntry there have been few or
00 commons enclsfed ; nay thoufands of fheep perithed for avant
of enclofures; (i.e.) for want of fhelter and wwinter Sood.

nefs
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' nefs of thefe articles, that [ am really aftonithed they

have rifenno higher, and cannot but‘conﬁdér it as
alone a ftrong prefumption in favour of e;a'clofures.‘
Had not enclofures been more nume,rqus and exten«:
five than they were fifty years agoy muﬁ not the
price of beef and mutton have been' gx‘¢gtly more
advanced ¢ Did not the {ingle hard winter of 1739,

( 49 )

¢ dear and {carce, and always from the fqm‘g caufg,.
“ Jevere winters and cold late Jpringsy which never.

il 19 occafion a fearcity of cattle,” .-
. T . o ’ o ‘\ \

o Report of the Lonpon Commirres.

R R T et

SIS
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" Beforé I quit this head, I éannoﬁ help takmg no- |

tice of ;‘:h.e- 'Repqr_z“ of the | C'_o);’z_zﬁz’ﬂg’g .qppoiﬂte‘;_l f
laft fummer, by the court of Common Council of Lon-"

‘render them exceflively dear, ;both"lthrquglrl that
feafon , and the forty following ones ?_ - This appegrs
in general from the  beef table already given ; .and

“in perfect coincidence herewith is the information

of a fenfible farmer, of fifty years experience, a Mr.
Thomas Fricker of Deverill Longbridge, Wilts,
in anfwer to fome queftions fent him on this fubject,
< In 1741, fays he, beef fold in the Dorfetthire and

- ¢ Wiltfhire markets at 6d. a pound:” and an

acquaintance affures me upon his own particular

recollection, ¢ that about that time, at London,

< the fineft and choiceft pieces for fteaks fetched
< evén a fvhil‘ling.”‘ I find alfo from a paragraph,
in a‘newfpéper, called the Conftitutional Journal,
that {o late as April 30, 1743, at Frome in Somer~
fetfhire, pork was 5d. and all other meats 43d. per

- pound. Thefe were theeffects of ore hard winter.

" Have we not now had zwo or £hree in fucceﬁion ?
But in what county, at what country or city mar-
ket has beefbeen a fhilling or even fixpence ifx the
pound ? ¢ At feveral other periods,” continues
the above intelligent farmer, ¢ beef has been both

“ dear

don,’ to confider the 'cz'z‘zg/e.é of the giaz"gb" prices of
provifions.  This Japient body can furely n’évér\"
have'been out of ‘the fmoke of tﬁk:"(:ity.' They
feem to have known as Little of the real condition
of the country from which their provifions are
fetched,  as philofophers do of the world in the

Moon. N ay fuch appears to be the de-nﬁ‘ty of the.
atmbfphere that ¢pVeIOpes them s that ne ray of truth ,
though coming With the force and b‘rightrmfs of
the meridian fun, can penetrate it. Tn fpite of the
aflurances of réfpéé’table corfefpondents from diffe-

rent parts of the kingdom that there was a real -

fcarcity of fat’ theep and oxen ; in fpite of the
manifeft confirmation of this by the c'ompar'atively
fmall numibers brought to market, they afcribe the
dearnefs of meat to. caufes Juft as much concerned

in it as Tenderden f’cééple Was‘" in the production of
.the Goaodwin fands. They impute it to jobbers,
fo;ei’callers, regraters, &c. who neither have influ-
enced, nor in a country'of free competition like
this, poffibly ¢4y influence the price of thefe things,
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o hundredth part of a farthing in the pound, for
hree months together,’ m any market in the k}x?gff
dom, efpecizillyflthofe of London. But gr:antmg |
their operation vex'rer {o confiderable, has 1t been

pécalz'arl_y fo during the two 'or :t‘hr_eAe' .laﬁ‘:A years ¢
Was it greater in 17845 55 and 6 thanin Ehf:’, years
;mmediately preceding ! One. of "Ache; ‘.Wxtn‘eilfes
examined by the Committee, indeeq, in{t;niflate“s.. th?lt,
it was ; but has Athat- witnefs, or any other, PI:OVdUCCd'!
the fhadow of a proof, either from reafon or fa&t ?

Another evidence, p. 22, afferts that although

fewer beafts were brought to Smithfield in the'ygf;_i‘rs
1784 and g than the preéeding ones, yet »thaft ‘thel
quantity driven up to fowh Was nearly the fame ;
but is not this flatly contradicted in the very fame
paragraph,’ where it is faid that there_‘werg fewer
<here the laft winter, for this manifeft reafon, that
| .niherc was not a fufficient fodder to feed them 2 A

Mr. Boys, 2 confiderable falefman, roy‘undlky.ﬁ' dcé,

clares that about twenty years ago, < there ufed to

« be a gfcat_many more beafts at S\mithﬁe}d,}jq
«¢ that it would fcarcely hold them all.”  Butis
fot this declaration likewife thewn to be. torally
groundlefs by the table in p. 75, which contains
the number of beafts and fheep ‘annually breught
¢hither for more than 50 years paft ? Does it not
~there appéar'fhat the average of the_:la& fix years was
above a ’ﬁfth;‘pa,rt greater than that of th(:_ fix years

beginning with 17 63¢

o Butz

‘.( A1 )
. But, fay the Comunittee, the excefs of the Lon~
“don. prices of meat over thofe of the.country is more

 than double what would pay the expences and

rifquc; of fending, .and. that this, muft -have arifen

" from foreftalling;, jobbing, &ec. Ref. 3d, &c. From
what evidence does this appear ? - By what calcu~

lation is it proved 2 As far as they have vouch-
fafed to communicate, does not.the reverfe ftare us
in the face ? . Are. not thefe prices in fome of ghe
corporations where they applied for .information
even_ higher than thofe of London? . Witnefs the
acequnts from York, Guilford, &c. Nay at this
very.day,; and ‘to come. to my owa county, I am
affuted: that the price- of beef at the markets of
Rumford, Brentwood, Chelmsford, Walden, Epping
is d. and :52d. per Ib. ;W}xilc I find by the. public pa-

| pers,that at thofe of Clare Hall, Leaden Hall, New-
- gate, &e. itis only 41d. And has not the advance of

pricein all the places, where the ,r‘équ;iﬁtv::f ftate-
nients are given to the- Committee, been alfo more
rapid 2 Is not this ftrikingly apparent in the let-

- ters.from Lincoln, Chichefter, Portfinouth, Bury,

Edinburgh, Stafford, Ely, &c.? But, allowing
that the difference-between the Lonadon and coune
try prices equal to what is contended, muft we, in
order to account for it, neceffarily have recourfe to
foreftallers, jobbers, &c.? Was not this difference
ftill greater in the years 1740, 41, and 42, thap in
1784, 5, and 6 ? Was it then owing to,the{e,dread,
ful montters, when all the laws againft them were

H 2 P ii}:'r\‘ ’
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4n full force? Has not tallow, and confequently
“candles, been- confiderably ‘miore raifed than . even
‘beef ‘and mutton? Has this too beea occafioned

b.y‘th\e jobbéfsjz‘z’nd« forei’callgrs of ‘Smithﬁcld 2

'Bué enclofures likewife feem to come ‘in’ for a
fhare-in the Cofrimittee’s heavy accpfations. ~ But
how is this charge fupported ? Why, - they procure
2 1ift of the ‘enclofures made ‘in the twelve years,
ending with" 1786, containing almoft - 500,000

“acres; and it appears that upon 250,000 of thefe

dcres, fheep were forbidden to' be depaftured for
ten or twelve years. Their conclufion from hence,
'I*fuppo/fe,' is, fhat’ our number of ftheep muﬂ: "havc
been dirninifhed, and the price of butcher’s meat
of courfe confiderably heightened. 'But how fal-

lacious ! For what were ‘thefe enclofures ? »} What
“change took ‘place in- the cultivation or manage-

tnent of the lads ? “'Was it of arable to pafture,

~or of pz{ﬁﬁ}é ‘to arable > What were the products

before .and- fince’? None ~6f«?héfe things ar‘t?’ we
told ; aﬁd~"§fci’f¢wi2’k~out thefe, all the reft how little
to the purpofe ? Of thofe from which fheep were

“éxcluded were not a great part mere arable com-

mon fields? And how’ many fheep, let me afk,
were maintained upon fallows and alternate ftub-
bles of wheat and barley and oats? And as to

thofe from which fheep were #ot excluded, is it not
" notorious that thany of them converted tillage into

2 Sat L S - pafturs,

e derhm ey
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a paﬁui-e,f 'and that they now fupport"twenty.meep'

and oxen inftead of one? And of thofe which were
pafture before and are pafture ftill;. do not fome, as
‘in inftances already given, produce three times as
much butcher’s meat as they ever ufed to do?

Nay, is it not firikingly evident from the tablcs‘, :
the Committee themfelves have given us in Num-

bers III. and V. of the Appendix to their Report,
that their apprehenfions are totally groundlefs ?

For does it -not there appear, that thofe very years _

in which the ‘moft numerous and extenfive enclo-~
fures took place, and the three or four immediately

fubfequent ones, the greateft numbers of both theep
- and oxen were driven to Smithfield?

- The Committee having, as they faneied, ’ffqﬁn&
out the caufes of the complained of evils, -proceed;.

with no lefs fagacity, to prefcribe the remedies; re~

medies, which if they could command mild winters,

and fruitful fu‘mmers, or make theep and oxen come

down from the fkies, we might: hav‘eha]cyén days ,
but if not, the only tendency; of three-fourths of
them, is to do effential mifchief; they are fitted

to’ increafe the calamities “they were intended to

remove, and, if poffible, would ﬁnally-dfivé the:
market from Smithfield, as I am told, regulations
of fimilar difcernment. have driven that from Sa-
litbury, which ufed to ‘be one of the beft country
markets in the kingdom. | P

* . A few
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A few years ago the. learned - Acade_mi@ang
- of Paris ,an'd‘.Soif_Tons * affembled to'..,con’_ﬁder.. of
the beft method of encouraging and.promoting

the growth of turnips in France. - One of thefe

gentlemen having been inEngland, had thbrpﬁghlg
informed himfelf with refpect to'the e\xcfellent modc
’ éf: cultivating this vegetable practifedin V.No?foll.(.‘
"This mode hei ftates . to the affembly. :Wl-Fh: great
éeffﬁi:cﬁity - and :precifion. . But another of the
meniberss a‘manof “high ‘conceit 'and: fluent elocu-

g E oo BA I . ke s ’°_'n*"
tion,: pours “fuch irrefiftible contempt upon this 1

formation ‘of Englifh-origin, that no fi\gthgr ‘at#en{
tion is paid to it.  This. powerfl ul“gerfu;aﬁve orator
and his brethren, with:a folemiy f'o:gmahty;fmted‘to
the importance of tl;e’ocqaﬁqn, pl;roceedﬁ FO draw
up & et 'rf'of}z rules and p{l::efcrip;io_ns,"; ;fqrf \dlre&mg
the cultuse’ in-queftion. -, Some of tlmgfe‘fregulatx?n-s
arc ‘a.“difh‘ir‘\a'biy “calculated . to .p.r’"evﬂentl the turnips
 growing at all; and the reft, fhould thef;g:rplgs hap=
~ pen to flourifh in- fpite of every v.g‘?‘ﬁbx[ft‘ito deﬁ-roy.
them; are no lefs excellent for -rend_enng @}16‘ g;owth
iwfelf of hittle of no value. SR SOE R

i’-erfe’é’ﬂy"ﬁmib;r to this appears to have been the
i eonciu& of our Londen Committee. They gravely

pretend to enquire into the caufesof the high price .

of provifions, and in order the better to fucceed in
this ‘enquiry, they examine witnefles, and difpatch
letters into different parts of the kingdom, requeft-

* Annals of Agriculture, .
: | ing
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ing information and affiftance. But what ufe do

they make of the intelligence procured? Why,

that which accords with their own preconceptions

they readily adopt and lay wonderful ftrefs upon;
~ that of a-contrary kind,” however rational in itfelf,

and however well fupported by falts, they feem to

pals over as utterly infignificant. = As this is evi-

dently the cafe with refpetito the evidence of fome
of the witnefles, and with refpe& likewife to forne

of the letters from mayors of ‘corporations already

referred to, fo is it efpecially with regard to cne
written -to a member of Vt‘he.-Commyifttce\ by Mr,
Arthur_;Young,'.Whichy, for the acutenefs .of pe-
netration, - and extenfive knowledge_.. of the real
ftate of things in the country, it .-fd.clearly_ma‘nb
fefts, is worth all the letters of all the. mayors of
corporations put together.. “This is neither noticed
in any of  their reaibnings:, and obfervations, nor
even vouchfafed a place.in their report. The ob-
vious conclufions hence déducible, I leave to the
bublic; s Pl e O =

When' I.read the rules and prefcriptions of the
French ‘Academicians, I feel, T confefs;- a ftrong
propenfity to ridicule; but when I perufe the re-
port of the London Committee; and confider my-
felf as a member of the fame general fociety, I
can {carcely reftrain the emotions of ferfous indig-
nation. Iam, indeed, fhocked to behold men of
liberal e’dutation, and truly refpe@able characters,

| “become
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becoine the dupés of prejudices, which, I 'foAndI‘y'
imagined, -had difgraced only the loweft of the

wvulgar.. .

"~ I have never known wheat ﬁnéommén]y dear,
but I have as conftantly heard violent.clamours

from the ignorant poor.againft their fuperiors for |
fending corn abroad to.feed theit enemies ; whereas
the fatt in thefe cafes has always. been, that, inftead

of fending itabroad, we have, as faft as we: could, ,

been fefching it thence, that the ungrateful mur~
murers might not be ftarved. . Candour and hu~
manity, however, will readily palliate, if: not en-.
tirely excufe, fuch apparent ingratitude. - They.
are deftitute of the means for obtaining - the re-

‘quifite intelligence properly to judge in the cafe,

and, therefore, very naturally follow the impulfe of
paffion excited by mifapprehénfion. But where is
the candour, whereis the ingenuity that can frame
an adequate apology for parallel condu in the
London Committee ? Have théy not, in dire& op-
pofition to the cleareft evidence, charged the in-
flictions of heaven upon the knavery and villainy

. of innocent individuals. Have they not been de-

vifing fines, and penalties, and punifhments againft
their'greateft benefactors ? Againft men who have
ranfacked the. country in every quarter to find them’

“provifions ? Have bought them fheep and cattle,

even at extravagant rates, to keep them from ftarv-
ing? To feed our capital, that ever growing, yet
' ’ ever

| - Csm ) '
ever grambling montter, which, like the daughters

of the horfeleach, mentioned in the Proverbs, is

perpetually crying,” < give, give,” and never fay-
ing, itis cnough.  Nay, have not folemn refolu-
tions been formed to apply to parliament for the
rcviVal of laws which Wereflong' the difgréce of our
ftatute book, but which, upon an application, ‘ad-
~vifed by pne of the greateft and wifeft ‘men (m) ;this‘

kingdom ever produced, were, but a few years

ago happily repealed ?: Had ‘the fummer of 1786
been as dry as that of 1784 and 5, and the winter
now paft as fevere as that of 1783, dreadful muft
have ‘been the deficiency of fhieep and oxen, and
exceflively high the prices of meat ; and,'_undér
the impreffion of thofe ideas which our committee
feems zealous to propagate, what. riots, and tu«

“mults, and confufion'might have enfued ? -

¢n) Lord Mansfield, -
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SECTION ML

Gi‘*antiﬁg that our recent Enclofures bave ad-
wanced the Price of Butcher's Meat three
| Halfpence in the Pound more than the ad-
wance of Price in other Things; yet the En-

. clofire of all our Waftes and ComﬂgO{z{
could not raife it to Nine-pence or @ Shil-

ling.

THIS propbﬁtion requires no laboured rea-

foning to eftablith. Our author has himfelf,
indeed, fufficiently proved it. The farmer, fays
he, can afford to fell his lean cattle, reared upon

rich enclofures of 2c - —
fixpence a pound. - Were therefore all the waftes

and. commons enclofed and rendered equally rich
and fertile, on his own principles, fixpence a pounfl
" would ftill be the price the farmer could afford it
at, ‘and at which, confequently, it would be
bought. What then becomes of the nine-pence

or a fhilling ? Both are vanifhed. |

00s. an acre, at the rate ‘of

¢ 59 )
pen, by fome magic or other, beyond all human
‘comprehenfion, that it could not be done for lefs
“than nine-pence or a fhilling, what would be the
confequence ? This writer has himfelf very kindly
fuggefted it.  Lean cattle would be imported from

@broad. Every country in Europe, which breeds

them, long before they arofe to fo enormous a
price, would be emulous to furnith us with them

at a much lower rate; and our produce of corn

would be proportionably increafed. Both ways,
therefore, our author helps to defeat his own argu-
ments, and to fhew that his affertions, refpeGting
the univerfal enclofure of our wafte lands, cannot.
be true. ' -

Before I proceed to our next propofition, I muft
beg leave to prefent an argument, fimilar to that
we have been confidering, and which I cannot but
wonder has efcaped our author’s penetration, to
prove that enclofures have already encreafed the

- price of borfes, feven or eight hundred per cent.
and that, fhould all our wafte grounds be enclofed,

this price would be double what it is at prefent.
It is very well known, that, upon fome of our

- foreft lands,' horfes are now bred wild, the pecu-

S
S
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But fuppofing it otherwife; fuppofing, that al-
though upon our prefent enclofurf:s of 20s. an
acre, lean cattle may be raifed for fix-pence a
:‘pound; yet, were 4ll the lands enclofed, and ren-
Jered of the fame value, it would inevitably hap-
el b e

liar property of nobody. When three or four
- years old, they are, from time to time, caught by
the lazier partof the poor peoplein the nelghbo ol
hood, (who are fonder of the frolic of horfe bunt- =
ing than of regular induftrious labour) and fold
| T2 ~ for




A ST AR T e

( 60 )
for what they can get. You may fometimes pur-
chafe a tolerable nag of them for three or four
thillings and a mug of beer; and, at all events,
you may be almoft fure of one for 20s. which will
do you eminent fervice, and fuch as could not be
brought up by the farmer on his rich enclofures of
20s. an acre for lefs than eight or ten guineas.
Confequently our recent enclofures have encreafed
the price of horfés in the proportion of at leaft

ejght or ten to one; and fhould all our waftes

and commons be enclofed, ‘as is reported to be
the intention of government, the prefent high
price would be doubled. Before our author in-
dulges his ridicule at the egregious abfurdity of

this reafoning, let me intreat him to remember that

it is exa@tly his own, thofe particulars only ex-
cepted, in which it is fuperiour, '

R 11

SECTION IV

Granting that the zmz'fve;j&l Enclofure of our
Waftes and Commons - would advance * the
Price of Butcher’s Meat to Nine- pence or a
Shilling in the Pound, 1t would by no mians

be a conclufive Objetion aganft fuch Ep-

clofure. (a)

our waftes, &c. would produce the afferted
effe, yet ftill, before the argument againft. fuch
enclefure were compleat, ' it muft be thewn thar
this difadvantage more than counterbalanced the
various certain benefits, which, in other refpects
would arife from it. Our author has indeed at-
tempted this; but, in my épprehenﬁon, Very un-

(2) ¢ Granting the affertion, that where cattle are bred upon
. ‘h'eaths and commons,” obferves a correfpondent, ¢ the te-
*¢ nants are enabled to fell them cheap, becaufe they have fuch
¢ lands for Iittle or no rent; »can it be reafonable that thofe
few counties in which they fill remain, fhould. have the ex-
»c}uﬁve privilege of breeding cattle cheaper than the inclofed
parts of the kingdom, unlefs it could be provéd'they could
breed fufficient for the whole nation ? Or is it equitable
that: the owners of eftates, entitled to fuch rights of com-

mon, fhould be obliged to fbrégo, the improvement of fuch
€ eﬁates, when they have it in their power to double or
treble the value of them by an enclofure o

€

€<
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fucceﬁ;f'ully.a

LLOWING that the uni{rerfal Aencloﬁ'lre of
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fuccefsfully. ‘That I may fairly meet and encoun-
ter his calculations made for this purpofe, I will -
here ftate them in their _fpll force and mag-

nitude.

He fays, p. 93, that,  foppofing there are
¢« ten millions of inhabitants in Great-Britain ;
(which is -indeed pretty near the fa@) ¢ and that
<t each inhabitant, one with another, confumes
“ one quarter of a pound of meat per day, the
« advanced price of three halfpence in the pound,
<« which has already taken place in confequence of
« enclofures, is equivalent to a tax upon the na-
« tion at large, of five millions flerling per annum.”
Refuming the fubjeét in page 102, he obferves,
¢ that admitting butcher’s meat, in confequence
« of the univerfal enclofure of waftes, &c. would
« be four-pence halfpenny dearer than at prefent,
« ir would be an additional burden of fifteen mil-
Jions frerling per annum. But as the lower clafles
« of people would be in a great meafure deprived
« of eating butcher’s meat, there would not pro-
¢ bably be more than one-third part confumed
« there is at prefent ; therefore the eftimate of
« fifteen millions per annum, fhould be reduced to
« fve millions per annum.” Now admitting the
general refult of this computation, I am not at

<

~

4

all afraid but that I fhall be able to prove, that

the advantages arifing from the propofed en=-
clofure, would more than counterbalance this

burden,

( 63 )

burden, heavy as it would be, and partly too, from

this writer’s own conceffions.

He acknowledges, p. 22, * that thould the ge;
“ neral cultivation of the wafte lands be adopted,
“ we'thould moft probably produce a gr:eait deal
““ more corn than would be required for _home\ con-

¢ fumption;” but notwithftanding this; in oppo-

ﬁtlon;to common fenfe, and in fpite of every day’s
cxperience, he is confident < that the price of
<< 1

grain would be nearly the fame, neither much

¢ dearer nor much cheaper than at prefent.” And

th¢ reafon given for this extraordinary opinion is,
“ that we fhould fend the overplus abroad, and
« confequently the \price at bome, wo{lld be the
“ fame which the merchant could fell it for
 abroad, dedudting the charge of tranfporta-
€< » |
following table, is alone a fufficient refutation of
this curious reafoning. |

- Quantities

tion.” The fimple fa&, as apparent in the

[
EEEr
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anntmes of Wheat and Barley exported from and

imported into England and Scotland for 14 years
- from the 5th of - January 1771, to the sth of Ja-

nuary 1784, with their average Prices each Year
 refpeétively, the former extracted from the Cuf-
.tom Houfe Books, the latter from the Corn Re-

gifccr eﬁtabhfhed by A& the 16th of Geo. II1.

Years,] WHEAT anp FLOUR. BARLEY A\D MALT.

Exported | Imported |Pricésof| Exported Imported Prices of]

per Qur. ) per Qur,
1771 10,089 2,610 | 475 2d] - 34,198 228 | 255 8d
1772 6,959 | 25,474 | 50 8 14,031 3,068 | 25

1773 7,637 | 56,857 | 51 0 2,471 | 63,016 |28
1774 15,928 | 239,149 | 528
1775 91,037 | 560,988 143 4 51,414 | 139,457 | 26°
1770 | 210,664 | ‘20,578 1.38 2| 136,114 |~ 8,409 }20. 2
1777 1 87,686 | 233,323 { 45 6 142,725 7,817 207"

(o]

3

3

8

(e}

4

4

- 25011 | 171,508 |28 6
o

2

6

1778 | 141,070 |. 106,394 | 42 103,930 17 42,714 | z2 (85
o

2

6

4

1

: 1779 222,261 5,039 | 33 85,777 | 7,085 | 19"
1780 | 224,059 3,915 | 35 191,563 | . . 352.f 17,
1781 103,021 159,866 | 44 150,468 56 | 17
1732 | 145,152 30,695 | 47 1 127,744 | 12,592 | 22
1783 51,943 584,183 | 52 8 545065 { 144,926 | 30’
1784 80,288 216,947 | 48 10 66,889 { 77,182 | 27 10

14 Y15, 1,406,794 | 2,345,918 | 45 8 | 1,164,304 | 680,558 | 23 3

rmm | 1,400,794 |—==—} 680,558 -—| Average
. B el WS 7 £:1: 15| PR Piicepr.
Balance| Imported 939,124 | Price. . e -|Quarter,

* {Balance| Exported {-——-m—r—m]rma| 481,746

Upon the moft fuperficial view of this Table it
cannot but forcibly firike the obferver that every
year in which the exports greatly exceeded the
imports the price of both wheat and barley was

extremely

Quarters, | Quarters, | Wheat | - Quaiteis, | Quaiters.| Bailey [

(653“ ;

eitrémely moderate, ,whewas when the 1mpoxts
confiderably exceeded the exports, the price was
exceflively high. Thus for inftance, in the yeafs

1779 and 1786, when the exports had greatly the

lead, the joint average ptice of wlheat was {carcely
35s. a quarter, but ifi the years 17735 1774 and
1783, when the 1mports fo much prevailed, the
medium price was upwards of 52s. a ‘quarter
confequently the price of wheat in years of great
exportation is 17s: a quarter cheaper than in thofe

of great importation. We alfo find,  upon the

beft information that can be procured, that for
nineteen years together, that is from 1746 to 1763,
when the exports of corn fo far exceeded the imports
that the nett gain was 641;000l. a year, the average
ptice of wheat was little more than 32s: a quarter..
Should exportations again equally prevail, from

‘whatever caufe, it feems mewtably to follow, nor

does there appear the thadow of a reafon for fup-

‘pofing the contrary, after every allowance made,

that the average price of wheat would not much

‘exceed 3§s. a quarter. Tower than that it ought

not to be fuffered to fink. Otherwife the fa,rmer

“could not afford to grow it ; and fo the very caufe

which reduced the price, would prevent the produc-
tion, and finally oper"a.te to effects directly contrary,

Now the average price of wheat during the four-
‘teen_years given in the precedmg table 1s 45s. a
quarter, and it further appears from the Cuftom

3 - ” K - Houfe
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Houfe books, that the grain imported in the fame
period has coft the nation 33 2,000l per annum. (4)
Partly on this writer’s own conceffions, thc‘:refore,‘
the following advantages would refult from the
propofed enclofure of our waftes and commons ;
Firft, There would be an annual faving of 330,000l.
from the prevention of importation. 2dly, There
would be a confiderable {um arifing from the fale
of corn fent abroad : my only doubt in this cafe is,

that fcarcely any extent of cultivation could always

fecure this. And 3dly, Our wheat would be 10s. a
quarter cheaper for our total home con{umption,
All thefe put together would, it is pre}fum‘ed, go
a great way towards a compenfation for the 4%(1
per 1b. which our author afferts (though very un-
juftly we have feen) would be added to the price
of butcher’s meat.

The laft article alone, the diminution of t11¢-
price of wheat, at the rate of 10s. 2 quarter fof all
our people, would be a prodigious benefit. ‘F‘or'
alloWing with our author that there are ten npl-
lions of inhabitants in Great Britain, and fuppofing,
{(what I p'refume cannot be above the. fa&,) that

(%) The decreafe of exportation has arifen from an increéfe
of that beft of all markets, a home confumption, occafioned
by the vaft increafe of our people, and of our horfes; both
which are perhaps equal to an. additional annual' growth of
two millions of quarters of wheat, and three or four millions of

‘ quarters of oats, beans and barley,

each
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each inhabitant, one with another, confumed eight
buthels of wheat in a year, this would be 10s. 2
year faved to- each individual, and five millions
fterling to the whole kingdom ; 'which, the advan-
tage of it refulting more immediately to the poor,
would directly and powerfully operate as an encou-
ragement to our agriculture and manufa@ures of
every fort; whereas the price of butcher’s meat,
affecting chiefly the middle and higher ranks, would
in this refpeét, have compaljatively‘very confider-
able influence. o |

But thefe are a finall part of the advantages

which would probably arife from the meafure we
~are fpeaking of. For I muft here venture in the

firft place, to adopt part of Mr, Lamport’s compu-
tations, notwithftanding the pleafantry and ridicule
which our author has fo plentifully poured upon

them. (¢) ¢ The lands of Great Britain,” fays Mr. .

L. < are computed at feventy-two millions of
 acres; Mr. Eden eftimates the rental of them at
twenty millions; according to' Mr. Young, the
average rent of an acre, is eleven hillings. and
four pence to the land owner., - From thefe data
it appears, that we have between- 35 and 36 mii-.
lions of acres under cultivation, either meadow
pafture or arable, to which add, (which is a good
deal too much) twen-ty millions for houfes, gar-
dens, woods, parks, lawns, rivers, fwamps,‘roads

113
144
114
«
143
<<
{1

0«

~"(¢) Pol. Enq. &c. p. 36.
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| growth of them cannot be continued.
 therefore fafely venture to fet the neceflary average
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¢ and barren fpots, and there will remain at leaft

1y onc r of
c {ixteen millions of acres, nearly one qua;‘te "
, : . ‘
<« the kingdom, capable of 1mprovement} t1c;g? r:
« at prefent in the fame ftate they were found 1
s by Julius Ceefar.”

e The cultivated lands,” c,ontin_ues Mr. La;m;

« are fuppofed to produce Fhrc;e Ire;zltq ;.‘e#
I muft beg leave here to obferve if eth_e. an ;;ha S
éboui: * pafture and ds arable, which 1s perhaps

nearly the average proportion for the whole king-

dom, and they are let at only moderate ren’ts,o 1101:
lefs than four rentals will enable the farmer to De{ a
d_ecen‘t Iivciillogd, and make a proper provifion for
his fa,mﬁy. Three }rr_;i-ght be fufficient fort{) fyea;s
:_igox" but I am perfuaded, ‘ﬁ.'om repgted o _er\trhz
tion, and nurnerous enquirics, that -fuch are

neceflarily encreafed expences attending the farm-

ing bufinefs, from a variety of catlfe§, by nglglg‘a?s
iéquiﬁte here to be ftated, that four are.bu:t afjci¢by
éldequéyte. In fome kinds of _cultp.rg 1t m}?f th@
yaftly greater ; in that of hops for inftance, 1 le
sroduce be not equal to eight or ten rentals, the
th of them I may

produce a four kel (&) it
hm) Tn Mr, Young’s Annals of Agriculture, No. 29, . 4255

] ﬁner Macro’s annual expences, including the 1{1@9& of
41:7((;(:1?; ﬁPOn a farm of 4151~ a year, and containing 1000 acres
e R ; - vere 22081, zs. 6d. or

of l%‘fl.d’._. 100 Paﬁugq and 9oo arable, wey ' ) nearly

P S AP
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5 If the whole lands may be made,” continués
Mr. Lamport’s argument, ‘‘ to produce one-fifth

¢ (e) part more, the rental of ;hc lapd owners will

““ then amount to twenty-four millions, and the
¢

~ produce to the pation at four rentals o the ad-
 ditional fum of fixteen millions ; what may

““ not this effeCt in the article of taxes, &c.

«
¢ trading with it 1”

~ Now, allowing the accuracy of Mr, L—’s eft.
mates refpeéting the number of acres in Great-
Britain, the average rent per acre of fuch part as

SIS cultivated,. the number of acres now under cul~

tivation, and the proportion of wafte ground capa-

hgar'ly 5% rents, InNo. 32.p. 159 of the fame uf'ef'ul_ worl,
Mr. Wilﬁaﬁ; Hall, of Elmftone in Kent, ftates the annual ex.
pence of his farm, rented at 350l and Tf:ontainingiglo'é acres,
about half arable and half pafture, at 1z31l. 10s. ‘or ‘about

3z rents, 'Thefe accounts fuficiently confirm the above
eftimate, -~ = - . S : ‘

(e) This is fo far from bemg an géxtrai%égénf fuppofition
with refpe to the kingdom a¢ large, that T may fafely venture
to affert with regard to the beff and oldeft cultivated counties
in England, fuch as Norfolk, Suffolk, Effex, &c. that they

produce one-fifth part more corn_ than they did forty years

ago; nor is there any abfurdity in hoping that in 4o to come,
by due attention and improvements, the encreafe may be one-
fifth part more. But if this may be the cafe with the higheft

cultivated counties, what may be expeited from thofe that
abound with waftes and commons?

ble

‘efpe-.
cially when all its operation has been exerted in.
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ble of improvement, I fee no material ObjC&I?D
to his conclufions, except it be that he has_ forgo(;: |
to compute the produce of .the wafte lands,; ar;le
that he appears alfo to hav.c mcludefl the r?nks m;
all along fuppofes to be given for rights of co

mon in the twenty millions rental of the cultivated

grounds. Both thefe ought certainly to have been

Zedué’ced; ‘but then it is to be rc—:membered‘, that
he has fet the proportion of the produce‘ to the _
rent fo much too low as to be more than a comlg)efl-}-l
fation for this, and we may therefore allow {vy;t

Mr. L—, that the total increafed produce .o tilé
fixteen millions of improvable acres yet; tou ;c
inclofed, “provided they prove only half as fertile,

i tm i t feems to
(f) (which is the utmoft his argument fe ,

require, notwithftanding what our author fays (g)

1 )] i x : v ) g

to the contrary) as thofe already under c‘ultlva“

tion, would be at leaft twelve millions fterling per
annum.

But oﬁf author having ftrangely imagined that
Mr. L. had afferted, that our prefent wafte ']ands?
when enclofed and cultivated, would be of equalt
fer‘t;ili”tyl with thofe’ already u.nder _‘culture, f_mof’c

( wonderfully diverts himfelf with his own ancy‘,
as the mere reverie and pleafant .dreamk of Mr,

~ (f) Curfl. Rem. p. 5z.
| .-(é’;.). Polit. Eng. p. 52.
| | I.

s TR

whole of this ar
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L. (h) And yet, fuppofi
to have been made, he h
thadow of an

ng this aflertion really
as not advanced even the
argument to thew its abfurdity.

He fays, indeed, whar Mr. L. and all the
world readily allow, that fome lands may be ip-
<apable of culture fo
but he fhould have recolleCted th
comprehended in the twenty millio
fuppofed for €ver to remain unincl
cultivated.  As to the reft, he feems
updh the imagined wifdom of our ancefiors, (i)
which dire&ed them, he {uppofes, to the moft Jju-
dicious choice of what land thould be cultivated,
and what fhould be left wafte; and, in proof of
this antient wifdom, he maintains that the prefent
waltes, excepting fome few inftances,
parifon in point of natural 'qualit
which are already in a ftate of cultiv

the choice made by eur anceftors,
oftener direfted by chance than

at -th(:‘fc are
ns of acres,
ofed and un-
chiefly to rely

bear no com-
y with thofe
Asto
I fancy it was
kill ; and the
gument, if it may be called one,
might be carried back to any indefinite period; a.
hundred, five hundred, a thoufand or eéven two
thoufand years, till we got amongft our naked fu-.

vage forefathers ; and had it always been adopted,

we fhould fHll have remained ag rude, as naked, as

ation,

(4) Polit, Engq. p. 344
() Polit. Enq. p. _éz.

favagc

as to anfwer the expence;
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fuvageas they. But not to retire into the remoté
ages of ‘antiquity, what would have been the con-
fequence had it prevailed only thirty years ago?

Are not thofe barten waftes which have fince been
“cultivated now as fertile upon an average as our
oldeft enclofures? Nay, are not many of themi,

{efpecially in the ‘counties of Leicefter, Lancafter,
Worcefter, Gloucefter, Somerfet, ILincoln, &c,
ten times as produdtive as ‘before? And can
our author prove, has he even attempted to
prove, that there are not really fixteen milliors
of acres ftill uninclofed, altogether as pro-
mifing ? Was there even a fingle fpot of therny

~equal in natural richnefs of foil to a great part of

New Foreft in Hampfhire, which the wi/dom of
our anceffors depopulated, (&) though covered
¢¢ with numberle(s villages for thirty miles in ex-
¢ tent, contained thirty (/) mother churches be-
¢¢ fide many fubordinate ones, and nearly an hun-
< dred thoufand acres of the beft cultivated land
<« in the kingdom.” When we hear ‘that com-
miffioners are appointed to enquire into the {ftate
of this diftinguithed territory, as well as others of
fimilar kind, what heart does not glow at the de-
lightful profpeét which feems to arife ! Who does
not fee the wilderngfs become a fruitful field ; the

v (/é) See Lord Egmeont’s pamphlet on the enclofure of the

forett lands. o o .
(1) By the map of the county it appears now to contain
only feven of every kind. ‘

keaven-
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“which, 1f' I may be .allowed the expreffion,

“almoft the whole of the northern,

€ 7 )‘(

Zz{gifde;z-direﬂed Jpires again to 7ife, and the whole
wide extent to people faft, not with béaﬁ:s ;
pf}acc?, as heretofore, to pleafe a favace tyrant -b’o
with induftrious men and women, ratiotilal creat;rel;‘t

3 >

happy fubje&s of fhe beft of Kinos. an , ’ »
forimmortality ! (72) RINgS and candidates

But to keep the prefent argunient full béfore us,

only grant that there yet remains fixteen milljon;
of acres of uncultivated land; (which our 'autlo ns-
{eems to have no objection to,) and allow it ma . 11(3)1
rend?red as productive as'that under prefent c:ulty )
(agazqﬂ: which idea nothing has been ad’vanCectllre;
the fmalleft importance,) and I fee no abfurdit ?
fuppofing that the confequence of the genéraly N
. ¢lofure would be not merely what Mr»' Lam ort
c?x?tends,, an-additional rwelvé millions l;utzi P‘;"E
ditional twenty-four millions. o o

| Nay,.'I ftop not even here. The moﬁ‘@aluéble
prgdu&xons of improved agriculture are not’ wheat
and barley, theep and oxen ; but human creatures;

4s na-

(=) In the fouthern and eaftern part of the foreft, there are

“ f o
ow, it feems, fome fertile, well cultivated fpots. But through

our author might fee his
il r.to Hottentots, and crawle
e defe:réthhfgarcely any thing to cover their
I t en}-from. the\_in\cleme'ncy'of; the

/ Ut a piece of old facking tied about their middle..

,bapﬁ commoners very little fuperio
ing out of their hats,
nakednefs,

L S - turally
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sturally fpring from ‘a melioration of the earihias
‘gorn and grafs, as trees, as plants, and- flowers.

The population of the thirty-fix millions-of acres
already in culturé is allowed to be ten millions.
The remaining fixteen  millions rendered equally
rich and prolific, muft preduce a population of at
Jeatt four millions more, which confidered in the
food they would eat, the ‘clothes they would wear,

~ the tools they would ufe, and the fuel they would
burn, could net be of lefs annual value to the

ftate than 10l a head; that is, in the whole, an
addition of forty millions fterling per annum,

All this is perhaps infinitely fhort of what would

be the fa&, were ideas dire@ly oppofite to our au-

thor’s univerfally to animate the minds- of our peo-
ple, and improvements correfpondent to, and in-
deed conneéted with, enclofures, generally to take
place. We fhall probably have a glimpfe of this
“when we ftate and examine our author’s mifcélla-
neous objections to the general enclofure, &c. But
already I confider the purpofe of this fection, as ‘well

as that of the three preceding ones, fufficiently ac-.

complithed. We have feen, 1ft, That butcher’s
meat is not encreafed three halfpence in'the pound
during the laft thirty years, more than other things.
4dly, That granting this, it cannet have arifen

" from the enclofures which have been made in that
time. 3dly, Allowing both the one and the other,'
that the oenerql enclofure of Waﬁe lands would not-

raxfc

e e e
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raife the price of butcher’s meat four-pence halfy

penny more. And, 4thly, Admlttmg even all the
three propofitions, that the argument. thence de-

‘duced againft fuch enclofure .would not be. con-.

cluﬁvc.

Thcfe feveral pomts bemg, in my apprehcn,
fion, fully eftablithed, I fhall next .confider a

few mifcellaneous objections, . and . ‘with  them
concludc,, |

SECTION V.

M /cel/cmeozzs Oé]e&'fom cmf a’erm’

1. Rngz‘ of Common, a Prwz/ege and Hdppz;
, nefs.to the Poor.

T HE trite. and common objections to enclo

fures, that they are inevitably a violation of

private property, and a great diminution of the

privileges and happinefs of the poor, -have been

fufficiently 'anfwered in an- elegant Well written

- pamphlet, printed Sor and fold by P, Sﬂnz{ford

Sbrew/éury, in the year 1781
- L2 - o W,ith'

i e R SRR,
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- 'With refpet, however, to the latter of thele ob-

jetions, as eur author has thought proper, with

carneft zeal, -to revive it, I muft not entirely pafs.
it over in filence. After deferibing the primeval
blifs of his Arcadian commoners, the peace and
innocence, the virtue and induftry with which they

conduét their lives, he adds, p. 11 5, I cannot -
¢ but own, that I myfelf have fome degxe‘e of

¢ pleafure -in finding a cottager poflefled of the
“ means of making a gift to a new-born child,
¢ of alive ewelamb as a portion; becaufe I have
¢ known inftances, when & Jucky child has found

< jtfelf, at the end of ten or twelve years of age,
¢ hereby in poffeflion of perhaps half a {core, or”

“ a dozen ewes and wethers, the produce of whofe
¢ woql, &c. has found the child in pockes-money
¢ till fhe has arrived at 18 or 20 years of age;
¢ this Jrtle flock, together with her own little
¢ earnings, has ferved as a port;on with her to an
¢ induftrious young man who marries her, and
““ which has greatly contributed to fupport their
¢¢ children,” This is all to be fure very fine!
Let me afk, however, had this lovely fhepherdefs
gone toa good fervice at the age of fifteen, and
contmued in it elght or ten years, and then mar-
ried, might the not haye brought her induftrious
y‘ozgng map 29 or 30l.7 And would not .this have
been a better pQrtion than all her ¢bildifb_pocket=
money, her listle flock and her litsle earnings 2

™
e
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In oppofition to our author’s eloquent defcription,
I beg leave to ftate the followmg plain and fimple

fack. A farmer’s. fervant in this nelohbourhood,
when at the age of about twenty-five, which is now

fixteen years ago, marrled a decent, worthy young
- woman {carcely turned of twenty. He neither re-

ceived the marriage dower now mentioned, nor
had he flocks and herds, fheep or lambs, cows or

calves, or any PARADISAICAL COMINOA; yet, by

the labours of hufbandry alene; he has fup-

ported a family of four- children, two boys and’
two girls. The elder of the fons, being paft fifteen,

is out at fervice, the younger, nearly fourteen,

-works with his father, while the two daughters

affift their mother, By permiﬂion -of the. lard of

the manor, in the year 1781, he fenced in a-

fmall piece of ground by the highway fide, and
built him a houfe upon it, which confifts of twa:

neat apartments on the lower floor, and as many

above, and has at the end, a commodious brew-
houfe. "To render every domeftic occupation per-

fectly convenient, it has fince been furrounded by -

various little out-buildings, infomuch that there i
now not only a hog’s cote, and:a houfe for wood,

buta hut to recejve the fpinning wheels and other -
utenfils, even a fhed to fhelter the neceﬁ'ary pro=- .

vifions for a fow and p1gs, and alfo a well fecured
bee-ftall, filled with hives. The yard containing
about ten or twelye fqua;e rods, . is excellently

fenced
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fenced by a quick-hedge, which is already ftrong
and vigorous. On one fide of the yard are
planted apple-trees of different forts, on another
plumb-trees, and cherry-trees of as various kinds.
The intermediate fpace, before the enclofure; was
part of ita mere gravel pit, and the reft fo utterly
‘barren as never to have half filled - the belly of a
fingle fheep or even rabbit, But now, from proper
“culture and fuitable manure, . it-yields beans, peas,

~ fine potatoes, and other. ufeful gardén productions’
_in vaft' abundance; (z) a thrifty grape vine too,
promifing many a comfortable reviving cordial for

declining years;” has already. fpread its mantling
branches a confiderable way round the walls of the
houfe. This rural manfion, with its feveral appur-
tenances, all in firm and perfet repair, can be
worth very little lefs than 40l. ; and I am informed

‘on goed authority, that. the honeft diligent man
has already laid by nearly enough to raife another -

of fimilar value, fhould a like opportunity prefent.
I muft confefs I. never pafs. this ' boufe of Induftry

‘without feelmg the higheft pleafure. I yefterday

evening, the y1th of Auguﬂ 1786, made it a vifit,
The father and the fecond fon were returning from

the labours of harveft. In the language of the .

poet, The bufy  houfe-wife was plying ber even-

(a) A pifture iq miniature of fuch. enclofures as have con-
- weried grafs ¢o arable, and which have been properly managed,

wg's
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sng’s care 3 and though the daughters were too
big 20 run and Lfp ber fire's return, and climb
bis knees the emvied kifs to fbare; yet, what
was ample amends, heart-felt joy appeared in
cvery face, and their wholefome fupper was
eaten with a relifh, I .ween,. which the rich and the
great but feldom know. No more let us hear of
bappy commoners and the wondrous rights of com-
monage.

Inftances fimilar to the above are given us by
the ingenious Mr. Arthur Young, in his very ufe-
ful Annals of Agriculture, No. 26, p. 177. « The
¢ little village in which I live, fays he, has two
« Jabourers whe have faved enough to become

¢ farmers, and a third who has {pent 6ol. in build-
< ing himfelf a tiled and bricked cottage.” A man

might, I prefume gallop over all the heaths and
commons in England before he would meet with
many examples of this kind from the privileges of
commonage. »

In good earneft, if thefe privileges are really and
hnally {o advantageous to the poor, as is pretended,
the poor.muft certamly be in the moft comfortable.
condition where thefe privileges are moft extenfive,
and a fatisfactory proof of it muft as certainly ap-

- pear in the lightnefs of the poor rates. Now, as.

far as my own obfervation has reached, or as I have
been able to collet authentic. intelligence from
others,

I
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.ori;er's, the fact is generally the reverfe. Seidorﬁ
have I paffed over an extenfive wafte, but I have
been fhocked with the fight of a proportionable
number of half-naked, half-ftarved women and
children, with pale meagre faces, peeping out of
their miferable huts, or lazing and lounging about

afer a few paltry fcreaming geefe, or fcabby worths

lefs fheep; and as feldom have I found, upon
enquiry, that the parochial affefiments were not

exceflively high. ¢ At Chailey, in Suffex, where

“ there are miles of commons, upon which the
'« poor have flocks and herds, the parifh rates,
“ inftead of being extremely light, are chiefly from
¢ this very caufe, gs..in the pound.” ('2) |

In the parith of Sutton Coldfield in Warwicl-
thire, an ingenious and very obliging correfpond-
ent affures me, there are feveral thoufand acres of

common, upon which every poor family in the -

place has the right of commonage; and fome indi-
viduals keep even twenty theep a-piece.  Befides

this, five or fix hundred acres are ‘fucccfﬁvely en-
clofed every four or five years, and an acre
allotted to each, which he lets or cultivates as he
thinks moft convenient ' or profitable. At the ex-
piration of this term, the fences are thrown down,

and the land again becomes common, with the

feed very much impr_‘QVed‘f'rcjm the" temporary cul-

(%) Annals of Agriculture, No. 27, .p.‘vzzr’«. |
h | tivation

( & ) .
tivation it has had, and a fimilar enclofure of ano-
ther part of the common immediately fucceeds.
So that the poor have here a double advantage; the
privilege of turning their little ftock upon the com-
mon at large, and the allotment of an acre in the
temporary enclofure, of which they frequently
make a guinea annual rent. - And what is remark-
able, and par_ticularly to our prefent argument, thefe

advantages have greatly increafed  within the laft
thirty or forty years; ‘the allotments having been -

enlarged from half an acre to a whole one, and the
improvement: in the:cultivation having rendered the
fame quantity of double value. - Here then furely
we fhall find the poor in a moft comfortable condi-
tion, and fcarcely .any burthen at all to the parith,
Juft the contrary. The total annual -expence of
maintaining them was, - R |
In 1742-3 only . 195 1

In 1766-7 514 18

In 17812 816 o

In 1785-6 even 1025 3

OOO'SA_

Parochisl affeffments, indeed, within the com.
pafs of time here ftated have been doubled through-

- out the kingdom, and in fome particular places,

even more ; . but I do not. recolle¢t a . fingle
inftance, large - manufalturing towns ‘excepted; -
where, as here, they have been multiplied more than
Jive times.  Part-of this prodigious increafe is, per-
haps, to be afcribed to the increafe of population,
L M which

s
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“which §s now almoft twice as great as in the year
17403 I am ftrongly apprehenﬁve, however, that
it has chiefly arifen from the very great and unufyal
privileges above defcribed. Servants, &c. in. the
neighbourhood, allurcd by thefc temptat1ons, try
every ftratagem-in order to gain a fettlement in fo
flattering a fituation. . Hence: an influx of mha«
bitants more than adequate to the mcreafed employ-
ment ; the want of which the r1ghts of common

cannot compenfate.

Had all the wafte 1ands in' this parxfh capable
Qf Jmpxovempm, ‘been” gradually inclofed between
the years 1740 and 1750, and: remained fo to thls
day ; had the proper allotments been made to each
perf'on, and every one who was able culuvated hls
own, or accepted a due compenfanon, with the per-

| petual extinction of all future claims, the popula« '

t10nJ Iam conﬁdent ﬁ'om the va{’cly auszmented
cmployment would have been greater than even it

13 now, and I am inclined to ‘think that tle poor

rates would not have been fo high by one third.
On the contrary, if thmgs are managed as they
have hitherto been, or even ‘twice the quantlt:y of

temporary mclofure fhould be allowed, I thould -

‘not Wonder 1f the parochxal expences, in the courfe
Of twenty years, are more than double then"
prcfent amount. R

For
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For even fixt and perpetual benefits to the poor
of a parifh, though in themfelves clear and certain,
yet, viewed in their connections and confequences
are often highly injurious. In the parith of Deben-
ham in Suffolk there is a charity eftate. of . 200l a
year for the ufe of the poor, and the parith of Fram<
lingham, in the fame county, has one of even 1000l
and yet in each the poor rates are 4s.' 6d. in the

pound ; whereas: in the neighbouring parith of

Adpal, which has no: fuch delufive advantage, they
are fearcely: 1s. 6d... ¢ Give the poor,” fays: the'
{prightly and ingenious Mr. Arthur Young, ¢ a
< thoufand pounds aud do you make them the Jgfs

« poor? - By no means, biit wore fo. Leffen the

< fpur- to ‘mduf’cry_ma clafs that' muft be main<
¢ tained by induftry;y and you take away what

< nothing can fecornperice,”” Should we therefore
allow what our author contends for, that rights of

‘cornmon -are not charged with any. equivalent rent,

and that they are,. as in the cafes now ftated, and
doubtlelt in thahy 6thers, - in themfelves alone,
a real“and certain -benefit to' the poor yet would
he -be far ‘from having: proved that .they render

‘them {o eafy and comfortable as they might be from
‘that - trueft fource: of virtue and- happinefs, the

conftant efforts of their own regular induftry. (4)
K (USce Mr. Y‘du'x')"g"é' An.nva‘lsk:df Agriéd’lt‘ui;é, No. 27, p. 2214
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Oé;ec‘?zon to Eﬂc/ ﬁzre.r Jrom the mmé/mg
Difpofition zf Sheep.

;< XT is a circum{’cance univerfally known and
¢ acknowledged, we are informed, p. 61, that
¢ fheep are of a. vety roving nature, and - never
¢ thrive well in-a ftate of conﬁnement, however
 good thelr pafture ; and {o fond are they of change,
¢ that they will quit a good pafture for a bad one;
« confequently if there were no commons, for the
¢ farmers to turn their- fheep upon in the 1pring,
¢ when- their grounds. are fhut up to fecure the

“ fummer crop, they would not kéep any thing like:

¢ the quantity of fheep in the fummer which they
¢ could very well maintain in the wwinter,” . When:

-gur author was about it, I wonder he did not Gom--

plete the matter, and acquaint us. that Iheep are of
fo fingular .a conftitution,’ that they thrive.much
better without food than wirh it, For it is noto-.
rious that enclofures, 'properly managed -produce.

three times .as much pafture as mere wafles and
commeons ; it ‘s, therefore, fomewhat - hard if,
‘the farmer cannot contrive to keep an equal num-.
ber of fheep both fummer ‘and- winter, as if he-

were to turn his rich fields into barren heaths,

- But < fheep it feems are of fo rarvmg a nature,
<t that they never thrive in a long ftate of confine-
“ ment.” If tlus be really true, to-any confider-
R able
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able degree, they muft be totally dlﬁc’erent from-.

all other animals- reared for human food ‘which
generally thrive beft when ftill and quiet, and con-
tented with their fituation. Nay, the very circum-

ftance of houfed lambs, and thé rapidity.with which
 theyfatten, does it not fuggeft the idea that even
full grown fheep- fupplied with proper food, ‘might

be. likewife expeditioufly and- eﬁ'e&ually fattened'
under equal conﬁnement P :

.);

Beﬁdes, to: keep our author s reafonmo' full in
- view, what is the confinement neceffar1ly refulting’

from enclofures ? ~May not feparate fields: and
paftures contain from five to-fifty acres, ‘of. almoﬁ;'
every fornt and figure 2 - Will not the. ‘prudent far-’
mer change ‘his flicep .from one to the other, {o as
to.give them as. great variety as pofiible ? And will
not this afford ample indulgence to their rambling

difpofition ?.- I' fée no manner of reafon why the
POOF creatures, *with empty bellies and -mournful

cries, thould gallop ten or twenty miles a day over
arbarren heath, in queft of a- wretchedly - preca-
rious fubfiftence, inftead of lying down calm and.
content and fed to the full ; unlefs, indeed, it were

intended to keep them in excellent : breathmg that

they - might at length figure away at Newmarket,
or fome other of our pubhc race-grounds,

3+ ObjeFions

z'ss_—:——m_.—-l
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3. Objections from Soil, and Situation.

*That there are foils. and fituations incapable ef
improvément by the utmoft efforts of human art,
may fafely be granted. €I am far from thinking,”
fays Mr. B. Pryce of . Salifbury, ¢ every com-
<« mon would pay for enclofing, and adiit of the

<« fame cultivation as the adjoining lands.: But L

« verily believe that four parts in five of the com-
« pdonis- throtghout . the kingdom are' capable of
« great improvement ; eithér by enclofing.or al-
« lotting into' fpecific “fhares ;. by planting, drain-
< ing, cleanfing, or by fuch management as the
« different fmls, fituations and ciicumftances re-
3 fpe&xvely require; and’ WInch they are debarred
¢ from in their prefent ftate. Such improvements
« T am well convinced would be highly beneficial -
¢« poth to: individuals: and to fociety.” - No ra<
tional .advocate for enclofures ever wifhed to ex=

tend the pratice further than- this. - Let us fee how

the matter ftands refpe&mg the foxls, &c. fpemﬁed

by our author.-.-. R S

gaLd Many extenﬁve wa{’ces, ! fays he, P- 49, ¢ fuch
<« a5 Salifbury. Plain, Newmarket Heath, Qdfey,
« Heath, &c. being-a chalk, rocky foil, are ut=
< terly incdpable of improvement by cultivation.
¢ In their prefent unenclofed ftate they imaintain

- laroe breeding ﬂocks of fheep, whence they are
¢ folded

.
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e folded upon the neighbouring ploughed lands,
<¢ which by that means alone are rendered fertile.”

That heaths 1mpart fertxhty to the newhbour-

ing enclofures is, I believe, not very ufual.’ On

the contrary, who has not frequent]y beheld the
barren deblhtated cbndmon of thofe lands thch
are ﬁtuate upon the borders of an extenfive com-—
mon? “Mr. Pryce Ju{‘c now mentioned, a man of
very accurate and extenfive obfervation in- thefe
matters, in a letter dated the 2d of January, 1787,
to a friend who has favoured me with the ﬁght of
it, fays, <« You remember callmc on me at Chard-»
€« ftock, near Axmm{‘cer, laft fummer, when I

¢ was valumg that extenﬁve manor, where there

£ are upwards ‘of a ‘thoufand acres” of common-
¢ able lands. 1 have before remarked, and it ap-
¢ pcared Very ftriking Upon that furvey, that

RL the emlq/ed me’s, on thofe eftates where the

£ occupiers depend moft upon the common rlohts,

< are greatly impoverifhed. The reafon of which

¢ is, that a larger ftock being kept than can be
¢¢ conveniently maintained, every blade of grafs,

< that the enclofed land ploduces, is annually
< mowed for the fupport of the cattle in W1nter,"

¢¢ The dung of thefe cattle,isloft upon the commons,
c m{’cead of being returned to the enclofed land ;
which, by th1s wretched fyfcem, becomes much
A xmpovenfhed and exhauﬂed to the great preju-
“ dice

~

"

€




( 88 )
« d1ce of the land owner, the occupler and ‘the
« Commumty '

-But granting that ploughéd lands are fometimes
Denefited by fheep being folded upon them from
the ad_]ommg commons, might not this advantage,
to a much more confiderable degree, and with
greatéf convenience, be derived from fuch com-

mons when enclofed? Grant they are 1mproper»,
- to be broken up and fubjetted to tillage ; might

not the farmer from the clover and artificial graffes

of hig. arable lands fold upon them, - and thereby _

produce a more rich and abundant herbage ? And
might he not hence in return more profitably fold
his arable lands, and thereby render both of them

doubly produétive?  Certainly he might; nor

would any evil refult from it, but that his wool
would be coarfer nearly in proportion to the in-

“creafed richnefs of his pafture.

This evil, it muft be acknowledged would pro-
bably follow ; (&) as it certainly has followed from
fome of the enclofures-already made. Fine wool
is much more fearce, and of courfe confiderably
de‘arer,' than 1t was before they’took 'place.»

(a) Mr. Arthur Young, in lns annals of Agnculture has

'71ven an exception to this ; -and Mr. Stone, (page 66 of his

Suggeftions, &c.) aflures us that Mr. Bakewell ofDdhley in
Lincolnfhire, by ‘due attention to his breed, can produce’ wool
of almoft what degree of finenefs he pleafes,. This.requires
further proof. »

| Should
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Should all our paftures, were fuch a thing pofﬁa
ble, be rendered as luxurlant as thofe of Lincoln~
fhire, Leicefterfhire, &c. -our fheep would all, in a

courfc of years, become of fimilar bulk with thofe
there produced.f

No longer thould we fee thofe mmble, dapper -

little -creatures which now appear on “the South
Downs of Suffex, on Newmarket Heath, or the

poorer grounds of Suffolk and Norfolk ; nor
fhould we “any more poflefs that fine wool we at .

prefent boatt. But whatever were loft in gualzty,
would be amply fupplied in quantity, and /bzl/mg.s'

3 gamed mﬁead of pence.

The ingenious Mr. Anderfon mforms ys that the'_\
fheep fed on the poor lands of Scotland in the

neighbourhood of Aberdeen produced Wool of
fo delicate a texture that a pair of ftockings were.

- made of it which rmght be drawn through a com-
mon gold ring ; that they exceeded the richeft filk,
. were valued at five guineas, and prefented to Mar=

fhal Keith. If we cannor bope to make fuch elegant
prefents from our fertile enclofures, let us remember
that a fat ox is better than a ﬁlk-worm ; that a bale
of coarfe ferge is more valuable than a yard of
fine broad cloth; and that fifty pair of yarn ftock-
ings and fifty fearunothmc coats, to keep warm the

legs and backs of ﬁfty poor peafants, are in a

natiQnal Vxew, of more importance than a lingle
' N pair
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pair of hofe, though rivalling the moft gloly i,
or than the fineft cloth which a Scotifh loom ever
produced, or which ever graced the perfon of the
fmarteft beau. - '

< But fo thin is the foil of thefe commons,” it
feems, < and fo Chalky and rocky is it underneath,

¢ that they Qrow no ftrees, and are incapable of -

« producing them.”  But is not the prefun?puon
juft the contrary ?  For, as Mr. Lamport rxgh‘tly'
| obferves, do not the moft bleak and rocky .ths
produce firs more folid‘ in their timber, though
flower in their growth, than thofe _Which are 'plgnt;
ed in richer {oils? ‘ B ’

KL Thére are.other commons,” it is faid, p. §1,
¢ which are an abfolute fand, and which produce
c fcarcdy any thing but heath wild thyme, &c.
««'affording very little iu{’cenance even for ﬁleep

<« Such. for mﬁ:ance as Efher and Cobham com-

B Al

. vm(.ms, and part of Vdefor Foreft, Bagfhot

s Heath, &c. If upon a furvey there fhould be
4 found, at an 63{}7 diftance, marle or other {iff
“ earth to mix with the fand, it would probably
< be a public benefit if they were: enclofed and

« culdvated.” Tt certainly would, nor need we-

defpair of this, even. though marle and ftiff earth to
‘mix with the fand fhould #os be found at an eafy
“diftance. - For by means of navigable canals, might

‘not {uitable maaure, Wlth very little difficulty, be

conveyed
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vonveyed from any diftance ? A hundred miles ag

well as one ? And is there a barren fpot-in the
kingdom which-has not its co: rcfpondent manure
within that compals ? "

Navigable canals. appear abfolu;ely neceﬁ'axy to

the full perfe@:ton of the agriculture of this king~

dom whether in the new or the old enclofures. The
objections to them I have hitherto heard, and con-
fidered in a gencral view ; whatever force they may
have in fome local applications, feem 5 me, when
umly examinedyto be of very little weight. Itis faid

 they are often a violation of private property, and

that they fometimes impair the beauty of gentle-
men’s eftates. . Particular injuries are eafily coms
peniated and as to the mere charms of fine Vxews,
and delightful profpeéts, navigable canals more fre-

'quently tend to heighten than to diminith them

not only by means of that various fhifting {cen
they lmmed]ately introduce, but by that richer luxa
uriance of pafturage and thofe higher improve-
ments of culture, which they finally accomplith,
——And as to the apprehenfion that they will leflen
the national fecurity by decreafing the number of
iuamcn, 1t ftrikes me as the moft crroundlcfs objec-
tion of all. The event would be juft the reverfe,
Not a fifh, not a coal, (f) the lefs would be carried

(f} A plan has lately been pubh{hed of a nav:gable C'I"lal

St b!. made from Lynn to London, through the counties of Nor-

N 2 fo]‘

to
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to London, or to any other of our ports, a very few

of them indeed excepted; while ten times the /

quantity of both would be conveyed not only to
moft of our inland counties, but to the internal
parts of the maritime ones; and thus two thirds
of our people would be furnifhed with the firft
neceflaries of life, food and fuel,. at little more
than half the price they are now. This increafed
confumption of fith would proportionably multiply
the number of fithermen; this augmented con-
fumption of coals would equally augment the num-

folk, Suffolk, and Effex. But it does not appear to have gained
that degree of attention which either the importance of the
{ubjedt, or the ingenuit‘y with which it has been treated, might
juftly claim. I have feldom met with a fcheme, as far as I am
able to judge, of greater plaufibility, or more appd‘rently replete
with beneficial confequences, The mgemous author has, I
believe, among other advantages, hinted at the diminuotion of
expence it would occafion in the carriagedf coals ; bat it feemns
to have efcaped him, that the expediency of this is daily
‘ mcreaﬁng, from the perpetual decreafe of our wood, and the

approaching neceffity of burning almoft entuely this fpeaes ,

- of fuel. Many of the farmers as well as tradefmen, in a
great meafure, do fo already; and, in the courfe of thirty
years, they will all not improbably be obliged to do the fame,

" gogether with even the poor themfelves. How beavy a burthen
this will be is not difficult to eftimate, when it is remembered
that the carriage alone to many places is now 18 or zos. a
chaldron, nearly the original price of the coals; whereas,
fhould the projetted canal be made, to no place would it
exceed five or fix,

ber
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- ber of collxers, both in the mine and - upon the coaﬁ |

-who being, as it were failors in embryo, would

man our future navies, and ‘¢ carry proteftion or

< terror as far as waters roll, or winds could waft
 them.” 1Ina word, enclofures, navigable canals,

agriculture, our ffberies, and our noval Srrength.
Jeem infeparably united. ‘The three laft will be the

natural confequence of the two firft ; and while we
exert ourfelves to'make them go hand in hand, no
bounds need to be fet to the fertility of our foil, the

increafe of our people, or the power, profperity and
glory of Great Britain.

Generai
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. o 4 JA PR 4 ;
4. Gencral Review of a Pamphlet entitled
¢« CursoRY REMARKS UPON ENCLO-

. ¢ syrEs, BY A CouNTRY FARMER.”

¥ AVING examined our author’s leading
—g" - pofitions, and likewife conﬁdex;ed his feveral
~ mifcellaneous obje&ions, I fhould here have con-
cluded. But fince writing the greater part’of | t?l(?
preceding pages a new ‘publication has made its
appearance intitled’ Curfory Remarks on ‘Emlq/ur;s,
&y a Country Farmer. As thel 'wrx.ter we hav¢
already attended to chiefly direts his arguments
- againft the enclofure of wafte lands, this gives a
dreadful lift of the confequences of enclofing com-
mon fields. He afferts, (@) that although the
farmer of an enclofure can ufe his land as he pleafes,
and has the {trongeft motives to cultivate and im-
prove it to the utmoft, yet that his corn fNiH be
neither fo much 1n quantity nor fo good in qui-
lity (#) as that which grows in the open ﬁelc‘ls ;
that all near the hedges will be thin and wealk ;
and yet, that thin and weak as i.t is, ‘tl?e hedges
being, we muit fuppofe, neceffarily as high as the
wails of Babylon, it will {o retain the wet, and be

made fo extremecly {oft by a thower of rain, or the

very dews of heaven, that neither fun nor w’md

| Ca) P.g, 10, (6) P. 11. (¢) P. 2.
| can
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can either dry of harden it; that a few grains thus
foaked will fo mar the whole, that the poor baker
will be forced to {poil our bread with alum, or feed
the hogs with his ﬁou:; that the kingdom has by
enclofures loft- two hundred and fifty thoufand
inhabitants, the greater part of whom have mi-

- grated. to foreign countries, and, that, although

moft of them were previoufly reduced to a moft
dreadful ftate of poverty, they yet carried away with

them two millions and a half of money (), and.

thereby enabled the Americans to defeat the Britith
troops, ‘(e) and fecure their independence ; that

they notwithftanding left behind them an amazing

multitude of miferable wretches, ftarving for want
of employment ; which employment, however, we
are carefully informed, many of them were unable
to perform if they could have got it 'they being
already worn out with age and infirmity ; that the
reft; - deftitute of courage to crofs the ocean, have

turned thieves and robbers at home, and filled the -

country with plunder and rapine : In'a word, that
if this practice of enclofing is fuffered to go on,
Fngland muft be content with about balf (f) its num-
ber of inhabitants ; that although enclofures of the
moft difadvantageous kind do not indeed diminifh
provifions in the fame proportion as they diminifh
the mouths which are to confume them, and ‘al-

though fuch provifions are raifed at lefs expence; yet

(4)P.8. ()P " (f) P. 22,

has




( 96 )
has their price neceffarily encreafed from the encreafe
of enclofures. - Such are the various vague incon-
fiftent reafonings of this writer, which, thus collect-
ed together and placed in one view, may very fafely
be left to deftroy themfelves. '

T would, however, juft obferve, that it is only to
one of his great and leading affertions, namely tbe
tendency -of enclofures to depopulate, that he has
given the evidence of faf, and that that too is
merely of a fingle parith ; whereas, in my Enquiry
concerning the Influence which Enclofures bave had
upon the Population of this Kingdom, 1 have given
“go parifhes recently inclofed, which, notwithftand-
ing many of them have doubtlefs been mifma-
naged, Afom’e been converted to pafture, which
‘would have done better in tillage, and others pﬁt
under the plough which would have been more
profitable if grazed; have yet, upon the whole,
not only greatly encreafed their people, but even
confiderably more increafed them than thofe parith-
es that have not been recently enclofed. |

N Befides, the fingle ihﬁancé which this writer has
given, is that of a parifh in which common fields of

arable land have been turned into pafture, which,

‘the warmeft advocates for enclofures readily allow
diminifh the inhabitants upon that particular fpot;
and we are not unwilling to acknowledge that even
50, or 100, perhaps more, fuch parifhes are to be

found

'
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found in the ‘kingdom ; and yet we confidently

maintain that the refult of the whole is a greatly’
augmented population. M

. =

‘CONCLUSION,

o TO rgfume our general fubjeé:t, ‘both fpecys
lation and experience concur 'to cftablith the utility

and expedience of enclofures. 1Indeed the advan-
tages arifing from them, " in every view, are fo varia’

ous and almoft infinite, that I am really furprifed

t:{lgt enemies to them can ftill remain ; yet more aftq-
mﬂled‘ am I that thefe enemies fhould be foﬁr?c; "
g;{jc).ng _Englz]/y’men. ' Englz'/bmm ‘Boa{’c‘ thé hi (h: ’
| privilege Qf inde‘peh‘d‘ence, the iﬁvéluable liberty%}f ’
Cf)r'iv?rting their private pofleffions, each rman for
himfelf, to the greateft advantage, unconne@ed with’
the whims, unfubjeed to the fancies 'and—'encrdach
menis of thofe around them. But who Caﬁ' bé-thu;'
fﬂdepg}zdeﬂt, who can be thus at liberty, while he 'é-i-n
In the reftrained cultivation of open fields, or Iliaré: |
n the precarious profits of waftes and'c;znxﬁdzls P

‘That I'may not however further enlarge 'up.o\n thc'*

fubje& myfelf, (to which a deep convi&ion of its -

Importance towards the advancement of ouy agri
o IShi

culture, towards the increafe of our national wealth
’ = s

- population and profperity ftrongly inclines me,) §

Willahef; take my leave of it nearly in the animated
words of my obliging and fpirited correfhon -

Longlea, T 'P o péndcnt Of -
- Q0 e lbeg
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- e I beg leave to alk, fays ‘he, the followmg

¢ queftions, and when they are anfwered fatisfatto-

cc rﬂy, the pubhc wdl be able to Judge for them- |

< fdvesa

« Isit not evident that the 1nhab1tants of this
« kingdom are greatly increafed ? Is it not equally
<< manifeft that the confumptlon of all kinds of
¢ prov1ﬁons is increated ftill more than our peo-

<< ple? Is not wheaten bread the umverfal food of
« the loweft orders of men in counties where it ufed
¢ ¢o be confined to the middle and higher ranks?
«“ Is not that bread made of the fineft flour ? .Is
<« not the confumption of cheefe and butter, in
< many places, almoft trebled ¢ Are not beef and
<« mutton now eaten almoft daily n. v111acres whexe
« formerly the ufe of them was hardly known, or
¢¢ pot more than once 3 chk Do not the farmers,
< in moft parts c of the natmn allow their fervants,

< and workmen three times as ‘much ftr ong beer as -
Muft not this- have Vaﬁly aug-

¢ heretofore?
¢« mented the Copfumptlon of barley 2. At the fame

€< tlme, are there not thoufands of quarters both of
« that and of wheat diftilled more than ufed to be ?

¢« How has this increafed confumptlon been
c fupplied, but by an increafe of produce ? Whencc
¢ has arifen th is increafc of produce, but from an

6. mareaiu in ghe extent, and fill more, -amend-

£ ment in the mode of the Cultlvatlon of our lands ?
'{3 I&»
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« Is it not for the intereft of the commumty:
« that the greatef’c poflible produce thould be

¢ gbtained from every acre of ground, and that

*¢ each acre thould be apphed to the propereﬁ: ufe
€ for thch nature deﬁorned it?

¢ Have not the i 1mprovements of' Iate years, by
« the ufe of lime, chalk, marle, &c, and by the -
¢ culture of tyrnips, clover, f'untfom, &c. réen-
« dered thofe bigh and light lands abundantly pro-

¢« duétive which before were of little or no value ?

“ And as to the Jow and bemz_y ones, has not the

¢« general introduétion of drammg been the means.

¢ of converting cold, wet arable to dry, healthy

ce paI’cure, and of* rendering’ many thoufand acres’

¢ of boggy, unwholefome meadow found ard pro-

¥ per for breeding and fatting cattle, -on “which

“ it was before impoffible they fhould be either

¢ fatted or bred ?  In thefe feveral cafes, have not

¢ the rents been doubl¢d, trebled, and even quadru-

¢ pled? And muft not the produce have been -
¢ enlarged in full proportion to enable the farmer

“. to pay fuch heightened rents ?

« If I'am anfwered in the affirmative, allow me - ..
“ to afk, how could thefe things have been accom-

¢ plithed, unlefs the common fields and paﬁures

Ll
ﬂ

“had been divided and allotted in fpecific thares
‘ to every proprietor, fo thathe might have it in

¢ his powcx to manage his land In that way which

 nature
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nature mtended and in WhICh his own expe«

“rience taught him, it would be moft produc«.
“tive and prohtable

« 1f I am anfwered in the negative, then, in
God’s name, let all the ancient enclofures, as
well as the new, be again thrown open. Let us
no longer boaft of our improvernents, but let

¢ us return to our primitive barbarity, and let our> , /
¢ .flocks and herds refume the undifturbed poffefs:

{4

fion of the forefts. No longerlet "William-the
Norman be branded in hiftory for throwing down*

the enclofures of a few villages to enlarge his |
- foreft. 'We are now told (in what we were foolith

enough to think the enlightened age of George:

- III.) that hé ftopt his hand too foon ; for that it

is by forefts alone we can find fubfiftence, and:
that the deftration of them, and the deﬁru&lon
of the kingdom are mfeparable. \
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