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S EN a l;itc_: ingenious and elaborate. pﬁblicatioh, -and,
- in many ‘refpeéts, of high utility: and impor-
- tance, well deferving’ the ‘public thanks, entided

An Inguiry into the Corn-Laws and Corn-Trade of

~Great Britain, and their Influence o}zj the - Profperity-
of the Kingdom, by the late Alessander Dirom, Efg.

of Muirefk, in the County of 'déérdeeﬂ; - fome* con-

clufions are deduced from the gradual “decline, and
- almoft. total annihilation, of our e};pdrts of grainy
‘which, if well founded, are truly alarming ; but, if
- groundlefs, their fallacy ought to be detected, and

the real truth clearly evinced and firmly eftablith-

- 'This -writer ftates, that, from nearly the com-

mencement of “thé - prefent century, when the
[ . ) B ‘ I Corn‘
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corn-laws of 1688, &c. encouraging exportation,
- had .bc,gufn to .bpera.tc; our €xports of grain conti~-"
nually increafed, and our imports as conftantly
diminifhed, till about the year 1750 when
the former exceeded the latter by an annual
average of above 800,000 quéi:;ets; - but that,
from that period, a melancholy reverfe took place;

that our imports conftantly gained on our €xports,

till at length, dliriﬁg the twelve years from 1773
to 1784 inclufive, the balance of importation
againft us ‘amounted yearly to . 311,176 quar-
ters. s ' '

; | The profperous fate of our COrn~\tra;de, ‘in the.

firft of the above periods, our author imputes to
‘the operation of: thofe .corn-laws, -the eflence of

* which was eftablithed in 1688; and continued, with -

little interruption, till 17503 that the reverfe which

then took place arofe from. the alterations made in
- thofe. laws, -of which there were not lefs tham

twelve, between 1750 and 1773, when the fatal

blow -was given to exportation, and, ‘as it were;
" a new {yftém introduced, folely tending to promote

-

_importation,

: Aftcr',lia\iing eﬁabh{hed, as' hev concewed, thc
idea of the pernicious influence of the change in

- our corn-laws, he intimates that our, agriculture,

- _which gradyally advanced, from the commencement

of .

[ 31

of the prefent century, out of the loweft ﬂat.:el of de |

preflion till it arrived, between
ull 1t arr Y the year 1730
fli Z C50, ;t the vhlghe[’c degree of pro{perity Zl:;é‘ éi:i
¢ been rapidly declining; that- or farmers
fince » Ining ; our farm
n;vcr were fo profperous and fuccefsful as durifars
~ the period laft-mentioned ; that the principal ing
creafe of our population, in the courfe of \vthi;

| ;?7,2561pe(rif0n; were employed in the cultivation
our lands between the years 17, | '

| _ the years 1741 and

more than betwecn the years 1773 ,and41784‘§175'0

Bz Difmal

I 6Tl;e' Monthly Reviewers, in their Review for Auguft
c07ng:: ; ,f; ee‘m, to- have ad_opted {ome of the above difcbﬁragin ]
eﬁabl? (;03:’ and to have zealoufly endeavoured to conﬁrmgang
ih them. As the decifions of thefe ser \
abliih. ther the » tlemen, whate '
. may be their real merits, have i e’ == ity
) ir real ts, Certainly a powerful infl
f1pc:ln bthe minds ?f the public, and as thejr \I;ork i’s‘c'(:;n‘;:nlc .
read by twenty times the number of perfons who read the ; .
{ O I¢ e
that under our prefent confiderati
o ‘ ideration, it becomes of
_ gonal‘)ly greg’fer importance, that the fallacies of theprvvaﬂ‘z;’
po(\lvi-m our view, if fallacies they really are, fliould be f'ull‘r
and clearly dete®ted. The general fubfldnce of their final de]: “

cided dedudtions is contained j
. > in the followi i
their fubfequent obfervations upon it, Tomng tabley and in

. merality of other publications, thofe efpecially of the kind of -

| TABLE

P c . !
~ century, was prior to the year 17505 and that -




" o . N . . . _" e . _’ . hercf ]
Difmal "and alarming  apprehenfions ar; hete
- fug | with a witnefs; but, to comfor
red with a witnefs; but, to our
~ fuggefte a Wi ¢

n TABLE of EXport‘s. a_ﬁd Im‘po'rt's of Corn of all Sorts to and

from Great-Britain, from 1710 to 1793, inclufive.

Daées in; Quarters ‘ Quarters ﬁv\e?\?h%:tcf
clufive. |  imported. exported. | o
1710 "4 .1‘9'3 blirihg Gtéxés period‘,'l t‘};e . d

71 1449, law of 1683 was allow- )
11722 924* 536; 336 ed to adt without con- 44 101}
i730 : 4;090 549,477\ trol, unlefs v»ihere mark-|33
Izl;ro 'I,l - 922,467 5 led )m the t(at.; e.. | _
ki 73 During this period, the
1770 | 268,732 |429,017 { | Durn b
1?/%0' 51551636 239,943 A law 051773_°BEfafed 5 10
1790 | 613,088 [284,714 (| The lawof 1791 ope-|%2 - 1
1793 |1,322,828 | 227,273 § lrated now. ‘ .

-« This fhort table,” fay the Reviewers,'.“ exhibits.a i‘tri.k_mg g
severfe in the ftate of  this country\'refpeé’tfng the prad?ﬁ;on feaj‘
corn, which demands the ferious confideration ?f every hou t-
holder in the kingdom. During the firft period, our exfar;
went on in a’fegular'train,‘whilekour' i?;zp’ort;were 'tr;ﬂmg, and
it ‘may be faid fationary. During the fecgnd p.erm -, ?u'r .e}i-_
ports have continued gradually to decreafe, while our mports

have as regularly, though much more rapidly, increafed; fo -

chat, in the courfe of forty years, the imposts have rifen from
4 - 4

' next to nothing to little lefs than~one million and a half of

-quarters 3 while the exports have, in the fame period oftime; -
;-

fallen from one million of quarters nearly to nothing, as it will
probaBly be found to be at this time. Such a ,regtllz;la}z; Ero-

reffie ' ding d i > changes which have
greflion, correfpon\d}ng fo exadtly w1,th' @he ‘ g eve

[5 1

it remembered,  they are utterly void ‘of foundation,

The’ general fact, indeed, the decline.of our corn-

S B3 ST .trade, |

~ taken place in our corn-laws, clearly indicates, that thofe laws,
if they have not been the only caufe of this deplorable change
in the ftate of this country, have at leaft had a confiderable in-
~fluence on it; ‘and that thefe laws ¢laim a very ferious revifal on
the part of the. legiflature ; in dovir‘lgwhich, the prefent volume
- -ought to be carefully confulted.”

Thefe reafonings and conclufions, whatever plaufibility ¢ héy

may derive from a mere infpe@ion of the above table, indepen-’
“dently of - the -various fafts and circumftances ~which have
+atually occurred in the kingdom at large, I flatter myfelf that

thofe, who fhall do me the honour clofely and candidly to perufe

_what is advanced in the following pages, will be convinced,

that moft, if no_t all, of them are éntitely'#bid of foundatioﬁ ;

‘and that the Siriking reverfe vejpelling our produfion of corm,
~and the deplorable change in the flate of this country; are alto-
- gether imaginary, - ' ’ .

| I..heyrevl.ay ’inrtgnci no pax;ticuiaxf difp@faggment‘\of thefe writers.

~No man, or body of men, _cfpégially one from year to year
. perpetually changing and fluftuating, is infallible ‘oi free from -

error.’ I -prefume not to- determine how far “the very - general.

“charge is true, that the accounts given, by the Monthly Re-
~-viewers, of many of the. numerous publications coming before

them, furnith no corre® idea of their refpetive merits, or
even of their precife purpofe and intention. For my own

- part, I feel no. feruple: to. affert; that their occafional mafterly
- eriticifms upon:books of almoft every denomination, moral,

philofopﬂica], : théologic‘al, ‘medical, chemical, mathen‘latiCal,.
have very juftly acquired them no very inferior degree of re-

putation.
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trade, is readily admitted, it being clear and indu- || fourth; in many, - one-third; in fome, one-half.
bitable. But, as to the caufes and confequences, with Nay, in the nelgthUYhOOd of -our large manufac-
the various reafomngs and conclufions thereto at- turing-towns, they have been vrippled. and quadyu-
tached, they are all, as it appears me, egregious pled. In the mean time, have not rates, taxes,
mifconceptions; moft of the fuppofed facts have and the expenfes of farming and living, been. gene-
L ‘never exifted, and the deductions fairly to be drawn rally increafed in full proportion ¥ . ‘Whence have
‘i - -from that which is readily allowed, inftead of being thefe numerous augmented demands been anfwered,

|

1R gloomy and defpondent,” when viewed in connection
with the numerous co-exifting cnrcum{’cances, are

the moft fausfa&ory and pleafing.

With regard. to. the ,fc'ate of agriculture in this
kingdom, I might fafely appeal to any perfons,

‘competently fkilled in the fubjé&, whether, from
“the year 1700 t0 1740 or 50, it Was not compara-
“tively ftagnant? and whether, fince that time, it
“has not been improVed,' increafed, and extended,
“with an accelerated degree of rapidity, unparalel-

led in any former period ? Nay, is not the com-

' parative {tate of rents in the two periods.a prefump-

‘tive evidence hereof? In the former, with very
few exceptions, were they not nearly ﬂatiqnary ? In
the latter, the augmentation has been great and gene-
ral. In moft places they have been increafed one-

~ putation. I have been thexr conﬁant reader for now almoft
forty years, and I am ready to acknowledge my high obliga-

" tions to them for 'the pleafing amufement and great variety of
- infbruion they have often afforded me. - ’ .

fourth ;

‘but from a more fpirited, a more extended, and
improved, cultivation? . If thefe demands had not
been anfwered, a diminution of rents would have
inevitably followed.

- Refpecting our farmers thémfelves, it would

- perhaps be- difficult to fix upon: an zra in: which
- they: were in a more wretched and diftreffed con-

dition than between - the years 1730 and 17505 Or
in a more flourifhing and profpcrous one than from

~the year 1750, not only ‘to the year 1.784,._b.ut

even to the prefent moment. In the former
period,. they were perpetually breaking; and fink-
ing into poverty; in the latter; they have been as
perpetually rnifing, fafter and fafter, into wealth
and affluence. Nor is either to be wondexed at.

~ In the former, the average-price of wheat was only
about 325, a quarter, and all other kinds of grain, -

with every other article of agricultural produce,
proporuonably cheap; in the latter, wheat  has
been almoft gos. a .quarter, other grains equally -

‘dear, while butter,, . cheefe, oxen, fheep,. hogs;.
' ' - B4 " have .
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have been-dearer ftill. Has.the advance of rents,
rates, tithes, taxes,  &c. been equivalent? . "That
it has not,” I appeal to the numerous eftates pur-

- chafed by the -farmers. - I could. point-out twenty -

inftances: of perfons, ‘within fifteen miles of  this
' place;‘»who, »from-an ~original capi_tal;‘qf 1000 Oof .
- 1500/ have, during the period in queftion, boUght'
- farms of from “§0 t0 200/." a year, and even con-

- fiderably more. -1 contemplate - thefe;_,‘fa&'s’{with |
g higﬁ*fatiﬁaé’cion. The labours of no” order of men

are more deferving of fuch rewards. - Bafe  and
mean would be the landlords or the tithe-men who

: ﬂ}éuld take advantage of this to raife théir rents or

 their tithes to an uricluc height, or fo as'to prove
‘an infuperable ‘impediment in the way of fuch - {pi-
rited and fuccefsful induftry. - The'latter,: indeed,
* whether clerical or lay, ‘can do but little. - Their
bouﬁaafies are fixed and narrow, and they cannot
£0 beand them; but the former have no ot"hcrb
limits than individual wifdom and difcretion, which

~ may fometimes be greatly = deficient, »and»ﬁﬁa’_l"ly :

prove injurious to. themfelves and their tenants.

 With refpé& to our ‘population, fo far from the
~greateft increafe of it in the prefent century having
~ been prior-to 1750, as our author apprehends,
though progreflive, = indeed, through the whole,

its' great and rapid augmentation, both in Engla‘n‘df
~and Scotland, has been during “the laft. forty years.

| [9 1

“In Scotland, Sir John Sinclair has colletted very'
ample” proof that the number - of ‘people- has. been
increafed nearly 500,000; and, with refpeét to En- _
gland and Wales, I'think I have myfelf prctty‘ fatif-
fattory evidence that the advance has been. little
lefs than two ‘millions;‘ and, of courfe, in Great =

- Britain colle&ively - about- ‘two . millions: and a-
Vhalfe oo | |

If the number of our inhabitants; and the ftate
of our agriculture, have been thus advanced and-

‘improved, we thence difcover ‘how groundlefs is
that other affertion of our-. author, that there were -

137,256 more perfo’ns emplqyed 1in” cultivating our

lands, -between 1741 and 17¢0, than berween

1773 and 1784. - The truth of the cafe muft have

been greatly the reverfe. Nay, admitting his own. .

~_ principles of calculation, as ftated ‘in page 141,
142, 143, of his Inquiry, (which, however, I by
~~ no -means. do, except merely for argument-fake, )

and {uppofing’ no abridgements of agricultural la-

“bour to have been. introduced, there niuﬁ:-havé :

been in the latter period 300,000, perfons more
employed in cultivating the ground, or in manu-
facturing - grain, . than in the former; and that, at

~ prefent, the increafe “muft have been advanced to

400,000. . But of this we fhall probably fee more

- as we proceed, as well as farther confirmation of ous

increafed and improved agriculture, :
‘ - o - Having

e e b o T £ e et et bkt s h s ot e e
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Having thus, -in fome meafure, difperfed the
oloomy conclufions,. drawn by our author from  his
general maxim,. or- rather having fhewn the ‘abfo-
lute non-exiftence of thofe falts; by which he en-
deavours to corroborate and eftablith it; our prof-

- pect is fomcwhat' brighte‘ned,' ‘and wé may cheer-"
fully proceed to examine the maxim itfelf, shat the

change in our corn-lows bas been z‘bkcazg[e of the great.
and rapid decline of our exportation of grain.”

Now I do not fee ‘there is any neceffity to fup-
pofe that it has been any caufe ac all, and: for this
plain and obvious reafon : — there have been other
caufes in abundance, of certain and indubitable

operation, amply -fufficient’ to- account for it, with- -

out allowing the - fmalleft influence whatever to the

corn-laws.

" One of thefe caufes, and that a Ieading one, -

has - been already’ noted; the vaft increafe of our

| population, - and confequently a proportionable
“increafed confumption. : The number-of people I
" have ftated’ to have been augmented nearly two

millions and a- half within the compafs of the laft
forty or fifty years. - Now two millions and a half
of ‘people will annually confume very little lefs than
two millions and half quarters of wheats. - But how

 ftands our excefs of exportation and importation

during

)
o

[ o] o

-during the two periods in queftion fo anfwer this

prodigiouﬂy_fincreafcd confumption? The annual -

average excefs of exportation during the ten Ja
wourite: years, beginning with 1741 and "ending

with 1720, accordine: to. Mr. T; _ : ‘
1750, according- to Mr. Dirom’s tables, wag

about .3’7 1,925 quarters, ' The annual excefs. of imx
- portation over exportation, according'\to Mr‘v 'Ma “
kie’s tables,; during the nine years, ending With‘ 7 .
was only 36,893 quarters ;- wh’ich,l addeud to the793‘,
cefs of exportation in the former period, é’mo‘tf -
to 408,818 quarsters.  But our ann’ual, idcféair;ds

~ confumption has been nearly two millions and a

v‘ﬁhalf‘ ; rf‘onfequently' we have an annual deficiency
of above two millions of quarters. - “Whence - has.

this deficiency been fupplied ? Doubtlefs from our

1:1jcr<e.aij¢d p.roduce.- Where then has been the
’ferngqxous. influence of the change in our corn
aws {o heavily comphined of ? It is vanifhed into

~empty air.-

- But, perhaps, it ma . 4  L, e
-, Ub peruapsy it may be faid, that ‘the. whol
‘ncreafed: number -of people does not COnﬁjmz o

wheat.  Granted. - But this will only enlarge the

-increafed confumption of grain, If thefe additional

inhabitants live. upon barley, they will each require
twelve buthels a year, inftead of the éigh't of

“wheat : if upon oats, nearly fixteen bufhels, . But
‘we need not trouble ourfelves greatly about this

di . . . » e - . .
ﬁlhnéhon. It is notorious that the proportion of
S - perfons

i~
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“perfons  confuming - wheaten bread. is vaftly "in-

. creafed.. Luxury, that moft voracious.and -tdcytc?qre
“ing -monfter, is- grown. as"much ‘as: populathz;xt.
- Prodigious - multitudes - now  confume " the a:xﬁ.ned

- wheat, ‘whofe anceftors were c‘opﬁned to- oats. ap ]

. barley. ¢ '

In Vthe‘. Tcolle-&.i\c')n “of - papers” commonly. called

_ the Corn-Tracts, publithed about fifty years ago,

[C13-1
of ‘wheat tobe incrcafcd from - the ‘proportion of *
fifteén to-twenty-four of the tota]l population, at;

- the firft petiod, to'that of three-quarters’ of it in -

the latter, thatis from 35750,000 tO 65,000,000, . -
the. number of -perforis who- riow - eat ‘wheaten. .
bread in England and Wales is ‘two millions and a:
quarter ‘more than it was forty or fifty years-ago. "

But the proportionate incréafed confumption: of
| - which. upon. the whole, is one of the moft wheat in’ England - is not near_lyv- fo .agrcat a8 i
'-fand'Whlc_’ ‘H?O tons -on thofe . fubjefts which I Scotland. - The agricultural furveyor. of Mid-Lo-
~Vf‘1uable Pubhcét;?ns ) after . eﬁimating ‘the then thian' tells us; -« that - about the year 1735, .the -
i ‘knOW”f' ?f’i"'t,he N 'lior;i and Wales at fix millions, total ‘annual- confiimption - of ‘wheat in’ that whole
PoP ulation _Of %: S zzariy _the fact, - computes . the county did not ‘much exceed: 25,000 boll‘sl;fibut -
 amber of porfons who ufed wheaten bread t be that. at prefent it amounts to 3bout 144,540 2.
am ¢_r ‘oos This computation," though  not pre- quantity nearly f{ix times greatei thari*wa‘s.zchn-_g;
fgzgféo:obe éompletély accurate, . is, “however, [ fumed only-ﬁkty'yearS' ago.’* o R
i founded on data fo_extremely plaufible, that I.fee |- - e e e
’* A 'terial or folid objeétion to its genc’fral; truth ' ‘The fame writer alfp-mforms -us, ¢ that the
I 1o memihe &nefs. But how prodigioufly whole - county, fifty years ‘ago, did not fow ‘above .
: S : .an;_i fufﬁc 1entbe<:: rirjcreafec.l fince that time? The a’ thoufand acres of wheat, and about ‘the -year
':lf::;i o '15~,§_h13, Iéurz of'wheat in all the no;thern-cou'ntie_s 1727, not.above five hundred ;. but: that there-are
! | coniumptio itele + at prefent; from the vaft in- now. feven or eight thoufand; and the total con~ .
N ' ..‘;Was"fd;len,f;_bu;ml;;az{;ms I?of .Wéalth, aﬁd“of)ulencq,' - {umption of the ‘county is eltimated .to be three
it contnble, nd lloving G popla- | s prodce Paing ol thefe circumftance.
i - tion.of England and Wales to be ;advgnced \fro_m BRI tgge'ih,elj’ ?pdmakmgfth’eregp o the.»réquxﬁte‘gal-f, 2
; ‘; ' . fix millions to eight, and fuppofing the confumers - .culatAlons,- it fhpuldfcem that. the :ﬁngle.-,coup,/ty":pfi:;s‘_ -
v;r , . ' » ‘Page; 14.0,‘&,_‘&( _— DR * The furvey was publiﬂ;ed‘in 1795.
?ii | L | Cof - | o - Mid-
ik




Mid-Lothian annually confumes, at prefent, above ; : .

- ﬁﬁy thoufand quarters of wheat more than it did
 fifty years ago.  But Mid-Lothian contains but
about a fourteenth part-of the populgtion of Scot-
land :* fhould we fuppofe that the reft of that

But men, women, and children, are not the
only confumers of the fruits of the earth, ‘Oxen,
theep, hogs, come in for a large proportion ; all
-of which have been amazingly increafed within the

country has increaed its confumption of wheat in ‘Peri‘od before us. - I find, that the annual average
" the fame proportion, we fhould have an ann.u@l- .number of beafts fent to Smithfield-market during
increafed confumption 700,000 quarters.  But the 4 the gen years, ending with 1785, Was 25,344 more
o of the Kingdom has, perhaps, not fo rapidly Y than _thcal?nual average fent thither during the ten
advanced in lusury, and, therefore, this conclu- years, ending with 17505 that the annual average
fion, probably, to its full extent, cannot be ad- mncreafe of fheep, for the .correfponding periods,
mitted. Let us fuppofe then, that the aggregate Was 131,995 5 and I know no reafon to fuppofe
increafed confumption of the entire kingdom of ..that:.the ncreafe of hogs has not béen in full «proﬁ-
Scotland is merely fix times that of the county of ~porton.. To thefe we may add the increafed

of Mid-Lothian, (which is furely a moderate fup- number of all thefe ‘animals fcﬁt to. the towns of
‘pO fition,) and we have an ‘annua]-increa.fed,con- . ._Slv?eﬁid;d, Leeds, ';I-fiVFFP0~QI; .Manchef’c_ ejr(,,._ Blr— \
fumption of 300,000 quarters of wheat in ‘Scot- ,m_mgharr.l,. &c. whofe mhabitamg have been aug-
Jand alone ; nearly equal to double the annual ex~ I{I}cntedl .m a three-fold: pr_op._ortiqn,_ more than thofe
cefs of importation during the twenty-three years, ) of the city of London. "The confumption of our
ending with 1793 ; and almoft three-quarters of | -Army and navy, ‘,z.nebantime., l;ms been almoft trippled.
the aggregate amount of the annual excefs Of,:,.e.x ) Laying all thefe circumftances together, it will not, I
portation during the ten years, beginning ,Wlth prefume, bc deemed an extravagant eftimate, that -
L the year 1741, added to the excefs of annual im- the annual increafed fupply of fheep, during the
R portatioh during the ten years, ending wf;th 1793, period m,; 'que{hc‘m, has been nearly 300,000, of
.S And the general refult, with regard to Great Britain oxen 60,000, of hogs 40,000, and,’ if ‘we -come
e " atlarge, is, that its increafed annual confumption down 16 - the prefent time, much greater il —
Al .  of wheat alone, as before intimated, is not greatly :Wha‘?a let fne afk, has been thgpr.od»igiopﬂy in-
W4 inferior to two millions and a half of quarters. Creafed quantity of grafs and hay, natural and arti-
1 U T ~ ficial, of turnips, potatoes, carrots, beans, peafe,
f - Bu " batley,

ozt

B
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barley, to feed this amazmgly augmented number
of creatures £* o o

Eut the greatcﬁ confumers of all are: fill be-

hmd I mean our ba;;ﬁes, Whlch aré mulnphed almo{‘c,,« |

beyond conception, efpemally thofe kept for plea~
fure, ‘and thofe employed in carriers waggons, poft-
chaifes; and in mail, ftage; and hackney, coaches.

“The firlt of thefe are highly fed, from the vanity.
of fhew and appearance 5 and thofe of all the latter

defcnptxons, from  the neceffity ‘of perpetual or.
' vigorous exertion. The increafe of thefe feveral

“denominations, Mr. Mackie, in his Second -Letter

‘on’ the Corn-Laws, fubjomed to Mr. Dirom’s In-

“quify, p- 255, eftimates. at 400,000 ; and - he. al-
Tows three acres of fertile land for the maxntenance
of each Lorfe, which allowance requires 1,200,000

‘acres for the fupport of the whole number. But®

the allowance of -only -three acres for the mainte-

nance of a horfe of the above defcriptions, com-

prehendmg hlS fupply of hay, grafs, and corn, 1

AT he merely increafed number of the above ammals prefents
_a-very inadequate idea of the actually - increafed quantity -of =

provxﬁons they furnifh, and of the produca of the fruits of the
‘earth they confume - before. they come to market The breed
of them is conﬁdexably 1mproved and they are generally fat-

tened ‘to a fo much higher degtee, and larger fize, that it
would be a moderate eftimate to fuppofe, that five, on a me-.

dium of the prefent penod are equal to fi X, of the former., -

S am

" ey

- -

o Ltwr o
‘am mélmed to think, is by much’ too. ]1ttlc. it is
true, he adapts his calculation to fe/izle land, whe-

‘ther ' arable, mcadow, or. paf’cure, and. it ‘muft

be fertile indeed, to’ produce ona mcdlum What he

i'uppofes, the arable fixty bufhels of oats an. acre, -
#and the meadow 4000 pounds of hay. “'The for-
- mer Would never anfwer in' the culture of Wheat,

nor would the latter ever be broken up. for ‘the
plough._ Mr. Kent, 1 beheve, fomcwhere ftates

" the quantxty of land, of the common “medium |

quality, ‘as neceffary for the - fupport of a. horfe, “at

feven acres 3 and, if-confined to horfes of the moft - -

contmual and VlO‘OI‘OUS exertion; the f’catement,

perhaps, 'i§ not extravagant; as would appear from
“a detail of partlculars. :

the above horfcs, five -acres is probably not too -

“much; and we have, upon this . allowance, ‘the

‘produce of two millions of acres of-that - [pecies

- of land for ‘the fu{‘cenance of thefe: additional horfes, '
which mlght have been - apphed to . the cultwatlon .

~of wheat. - Now, giving - thefe 'Horfes only two

buthels per week a piece, on the mcdmm of fum-

mer and winter, and' they will annually confume
~almott- five rmlhons and a half quarters of grain,
~ What have the excefs of our exports, - during the
Sirft perlod in que{’aon, added to the excefs of our
“imports in the laft; done towards the fapply of -
this’ pl’Ole‘lOUS quantity ?- Comparatwely nothing, -
For, I ﬁnd from Mr. ‘Dirom’s tables, - that the
- * C " annual

‘But taking the- average of |
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: 5nhual ‘exports of oats and o‘z}tmeal, f‘or .the ten
years ending with 1750, added to the a’nm-alal,\ ex-
cefs of importation of the fame articles, ‘iﬁ)r"t:;@v’
twenty years ending with 1790, &, appears ¥
our corn-regifter, is lefs than 300,000 q.uaf‘te;rsa
Oaémeai, indeed, our horfes confufne. lymle’ or
nothing of; 1 therefore fet .the, ~omiffion of th:t
ar'ticlé'»again& their c:@nfumpu?n of é:mm; and E. e
306,0@0’ quarters, now mentioned, 1s fg:ar_gdy.» aln
. éighteenth part of the maintenanfr':, in .t.hc »aru»c«;
- of grain alone, of the above 'a.t_idu_:mna! nurnber o?
hotfes.. Whence has arifen this amiazing fupply
‘Undoubtedly from our increafed: pfoduce. Wberc
then, I répea't the queftion, and ic cam;‘oz' ;b-c fef ,
peated too ofien, nor too zealoufly preffed upon
the mind of the reader, where has been the per=
 fiicious influence of the change in our »C'()m-lgwfi
How: has it impeded or obftructed the progrefs
and improvement of our agticulture ?—Where is -

" the ground for alarm-from the decline of our ex-

}Sél‘ts and the increafe of out i{l”}"p‘(_)'x?ts\ of grain ,?
Where is « that Siriking reverfe in the flate .vf his
oty reffelting the produttion of cfom,_wlazg}g déa
mands the Jerivus confidevation of every i.fqz‘yebolder‘.-fﬁ_ .
the kingdom 2 If there ‘_h{a_s b'eefz a ﬁmkmg mw;ﬁ,
- itis a friking reverfe to our i{;ﬁmtc advantage; .and,
| - .inﬁead of cXciting difinal and gloomy _concgptmnss, :
it ought {0 infpire 'theT moft c?ucerful_ vand ;e?couf ‘4
, rag’iﬁfg ideas. For, to take a ﬂlght‘re,trqueé‘ugn of" |
e v ; what

L] |
what iS-éboVe-obféi'ved relative to this fubj§£t,‘ :(;u:'
population, within the laft fifty years, has advanced

nearly two millions and a half; our oxen have been -

increafed 60,000, our fheep almoft 300,000, our

hogs fecarcely lefs than 40,000, our horfes em-
-Ployed in the moft vigorous exertions, and the

~moft richly and highly fed, have been augmented

400,000; our army and navy, and mercantile
thipping, have been trippled : all thefe have re.
~ quired an additional annual fupply of litle Iefs
than feven or eight millions of quarters of grain;

of wheat and barley, of peafe and beans, and oats. .

To all this we may add an immenfe quantity of -
. hay and grifs, natural and artificial, “of: tur-
- nips, cabbages, potatoes, carrots, &c. Whence
“have all thefe' been furnithed, but from the in-

creafed produce of our foil? Not -i_:he tenth: part
of the augmented quantity of grain alone has been
‘brought from abroad; and of the other articles

- nothing at all. The average-excefs of | 6ur' im-
ports over our exports, - on a médium of nine

years, ending with 1793, according to'Mr.Mackie’s
tables, annexed to his firft Letter following. the, "~

Inquiry, " p. 201, ‘amounts to only 564,185 quar-
ters. - This, ‘confidering the above falts, is com-

- paratively a trifle : inftead. of being furpi'ifed that
- itisfo much, we may be juftly aftonithed that it is
'no more ; and, fo far from fuggefting gloomy and’

alarming apprehenfions, it may. juftly infpire ideas
| ' Cz2 = the
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the moﬁ plcaﬁng and comfortable. - For it is in-.
dub1tably clear, that our agr iculture s advanced
moft wonderfully, and yet it is no lefs certam, that
our population, our “trade, -our commerce, our
| manufa&ures, and our general profperny, have ad-
»vanced faﬁer ill: : L

1 prefume it is now clearly ev1dent, that the :
great and acknowledced decline in our exports has
not been produc’cwe of a correfpondent decline in
our agriculture : . 1 think it is no. lefs manifeft, that
the various changes in our corn- laws are fo far from

* having been the only, or even any confiderable, caufe
of the decreafe of our exports, that there is no
~ neceflity for fuppoﬁng they have been any cauie

at all. Thefe. conclufions I fhould think . myfelf |

fully authorlzed in drawmg, from -the feveral facts
and reafonings above adduced thouuh I faw a
perfett correfpondence betweenthe various fuccef-
five alterations in our corn-laws, the gradual in-
creafe. of our exports, and. ‘the fubfequent rapld
proorreﬁion of our 1mports, and, . for this plam
‘and obvious reafon, there may be a complete co-
1nc1dence of events, without there bemcr the fmall-
eft conne&wn between them, as caufe and effe..
But has there. really been, in the prefent cafe, - the
commdence or coxrefpondence fuppofed P A ﬂlght
examination of facts will prove the contrary " We
fhall foon dxfcover that the compaxatlve mﬁuence

‘ T of‘

[ oot ]
of thc Iaws in - quef’uon has been, " and, in the na-
ture of thmgs, can have been, at moft but a mere

trifle. The grand and leading error in our reafon-
ings upon this fubje& feems to be; that we afcrlbc

- too much to human contuvance, too little to pro-4
A finglé bad- feafon,,
and a general, - though - very light, failure in our
crops, even only to the-amount-of a fack ‘an acre,”

vidéntial fupermtendence.

in ‘the. prefent extent of our cultivation, would be

more than. equwalent to twice the amount of either
» the exports or imports which Lave ever taken place .

m Great Britain, and- would eﬁ’e&ually defeat the’

‘operatxon of the wxlefc and rnoﬂ: JUC]ICIOUS lcoal

regulatzons.

The Wholé courfe of Mr. Dirom’s tables, giving’
the. annual medmm price of wheat for a long fucef-
fion-of years, aﬂ”ords a ftrong plefumpnve con-

_ﬁrmatlon of this idea, though intended to eftablith
the contrary. ‘The moft effential of the falutary
laws, fo much boafted of, was paffed in the year

‘1688 ; and, if its beneficial effects were truly what
has been imagined, they muft have been flrikingly
vifible in the courfe of the ten or twelve YCarS‘imrr’?e—'
diately fubfequent: But how was the fa&? “The -
average-price of wheat, during the ten yenfs end-
‘ing with 1700, was 3/ 8 5. 34. per lquartef, as.
“high as 5/ would be now, that is 251, a load;

whereas, the average of the precedlmor ten years
C 3 R endmg
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\ »ending with the year xé)o, before the law could

poffibly have had any fenfible operation, it was only
2/, 65. 114. that is under 12/, ‘a load. ‘The me-

‘dium of the ten years ending with 17 19, when

the fpirit of the-law had been exerting itfelf for
tWo-andetWenty years, and. mu& , ﬁ,lrely haY:e donc

~its utmoft, was 2/ 11s. 104.; the prices, too,

tbrdu'ghodt" that whole period weré moﬁ:ﬁrikingly

- various, even from fo low as ,1.1._;,\fg_..f.-ga’.w -a quarter
| to \fo,' high as 4/ 14s. 24. and no lefs than five

years, in the fame compafs of time, thé medium
price was 21/. a load, almoft equivalent to what

B 3,0]., would be now,. due regard being had to the:
, 'pfefent expenfe of culture, to taxes, poor’s rates,
“and the ‘high price of every neceflary of life,

Where, then, was the beneficial operation of the
law? Tt does not appear. Could this ftrange
iiériety of price arife from any thing but the variety
of the feafons, which no laws can prevent or com-

- penfate for? -

 The fame éoncluﬁOns:natuxfally prefent them-
felves if we defcend fo low as to this fide the year
1750, %:_v_h"en ‘our author fuppofes his favourite law
of 1688 had acquired its utmoft vigour,

'Eﬁé“abundanti produc.e ‘of the two years, 1753

- and 1754, funk the price of wheat to a medium of

the years 1754 and 1755, of 8/, 1o0s, a load;
S - and

PN
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and.yet the two deﬁcientci‘ops' of 175§ and 17 5‘6',' -
immediately, almoft doubled- this price, and it re-

mained for three years in fucceflion at 4 medium

of nearly 13/. a load; which filled the kingdom
with riots and tumults from one end to the other,
and occafioned as’ Zmu‘ch “ nonfenfe to “be’ ta’lkpa,_
‘Wwritten, and printed, about ;moﬂodeiZizég,, Joreftalling,
 regrating, and withholding, of corm, of engroffing,
enlarging, and confolidating, of farms, as we hgve
been peftered with in confequence of the two fill

- more deficient cfbp’s~ofr794 and 17g95.%

N

" % Nay, the folly of the inhabitants of London, in the year

1757, exceeded almoft any thing they have thewn in the years

1795 -and 1796, They éppliqd to the Lords of the Priify-.

Council, and p;’opofed to their thdfhips ““to put in execution

‘the powers given by an a&, 25 Hen. VIL. to fix the price at -
- ‘which wheat and flour fhould be fold.”” Comn-Trads, p. 2.

Had this requeft been complied with, the citizens would have

flood a fair chance of foon being ftarved. They pique them-

. felves upon. their {uperior wifdom, and are often not 2. litde: .

amufed and diverted with the ignorance and abfurdities of the
country-people, and fome times, perhaps, and in fome refpedts,
very juftly, But, were the latter' difpofed to_retaliate, they
miglhit have ample room for it, they being full as well acquainted
with the affairs and tranfa&tions of the town as the former are
with the bufinefs and produions of the country, = ‘This is ap-
plicable not merely tq the fentiments of the populace, which
are generally guided by mifapprehenfion - and iguorant preju-
dice, “but tewt}ﬁe’folemn“refolutions' of their Co;{rts, \?hil_;h are
ey 4 ~ o : " always




- kept back only. two or three months, .the owners muft lofe at

T oo ]
E If we come down lower fll to ‘”the.tweptyﬂyf;ar‘g;
ending with 1793, when the ﬁxppofed‘ ‘ruinous
él;srays.;ciompo{ed .-'é,f- 'm:anyu .individuals.»‘ of liberal 'educatipn,
:‘md poﬁ'cfﬁhg the means of extenfive intelligence, T/ae.Ca;zr;
'q);" Camézon-G’éz;?gcz’l, abouvty,tAen years ago, inftituted an inquiry

into the caufe of the 'high pr%ce_ of butche‘r’sv meat, and pro--

cured the moft clear and -fatisfaGory evidence -that itiar\ofe
from the, ;in‘c’oinrhon fcarcity of fheep and oxen, -occafioned by

~ {evere winters and dry fummers: they notwithftanding. afcribed

it to caufes as little concerned -in it as Tenterden fteeple in the

production of the Goodwin fands. Zhe Gourt of dla;er'meiz,,

in the fammer 1796, gravely affembled on account of the ex-

~ ceffive. dearnefs of wheat, and, after long deliberatipn,. II}Oﬁ :
fagely concluded, there was abundance of corn in the country -

if they could but bring it to market; ' though it was notorious
ut}.lat the millers, for. thirty miles ‘around: the capital, were

. forced, from the unufual fearcity, to attend the T,ondon markets

to progure a bare gpyfént,fupply f.dr theii‘ ¢uﬁomers; and
'ijlough there was alfo the higheft probability that the annugl
mechum d‘eﬁ‘f“:ien'cy of the two preceding crops was not_lefs

“than 1,500,000 quarters. Beﬁdes,;with refped to the farmers

“themfelves, they muft have been arrant fools, or d_ownrigh}: )

madmen, to withhoid‘t_heir. corn a moment longer ithgm‘ the
“;urgé'ncy of their other Bufinefs required. 'They every day faw

"'waﬁ'q.uanti,tie,s of wheat coming up the Thames from,abrqad o

they knew too thatthé moft unheard,pf exertions yvere mal;ihg
to bring fill m‘ore.fmm_ every quarter of ‘tvhﬂe, globe; the kpr.of;_-
pett likewife of the growing crop was one of ’tyhe- ﬁneﬁ_-ﬂ}gt
was almoft ever feen,, From a combination of. all thefe cir-

cumftances; it was more- than 'probablc, that, for every bufhel

leaft

- neither can furely admit of any palliation,
’ ;ic_m’of the grofleft ignorance or the ftrange

. fell fhort of the av%ragefproducé b

~_amends.  Its -produce was at leaft eight bufhels an acre more
than the average -of the two p

.anpual difference above three mil]

1ot all: = the exceflive high pr
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laws completed in 1773 muft have had their full
effect, the medium Pprice of thofe twenty years was

leaft 5o per cent. Uniting all thefe -par;iéulars,
the wifdom of the '
both that, and the

newfpapers at the time refpecting thefe fubjets, tﬁex_‘itqd the.
fevereft reprehenfion, they being diréf-ﬂy»ca]cu‘latgd t()'."rz-zife
difcontent, and éncourage riots ‘and: tumults in every part of
the nation, and actually would have done {fo bt from the ftrong
arm of government occafionally interpofed.

“where was

ft mifinformation,
‘I'ha\(e' juft faid that the mediulﬁ ~‘annualbdei‘iciency,‘ of the-
crops of 1794 and 1795 Wwas 1,500,000 quarters. T have
pretty fatisfactory vrcafpn/ to believe it was even confiderably
‘more. - As far as my own immediate obfervation extended, it

Yy more. than fix bufhels an
acre; but, as in {ome of the northern counties it was rather
abundant, I will fet it for the kingdom_ at Ia‘rge\autj only fouy
bufhels an acre; and that alone, on the fuppoﬁtiox\x‘thatkthere
are three millions and a half of acres employed in the culture
of wheat, will- give us an aggregate deﬁciency_ of -almoft
1,800,000 quarters, which was, I believe, three times the
Jredium importation of the two years 1795 and 1796. But it
is hoped that: the fingle harveft of 1796 has made us ample

receding  years, making the .
lons of quarters. -But this is
ice of wheat previous to the
our farmers the .ﬁrange "fani:yr
induced them to extend thejr

A_feed-ti.me‘ of 795> exciting in
that it would long consinue fo,

cultivation

PR

only

above refolution ? ‘A_ccgpd_ihg to my :ide;rzys,"_
general ftrain of almoft al] the London

The condu& of .
but on the fuppofi~

!
|
|
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only 27 8s. a quarter, that is, 12/. aload; which,

upon due confideration of every circumftance, was \

not fo much as #iwe would have been for the

cultivation at leaft a fifieenth part, tl‘latkis, above two hl_indred
thoufand acres in the whole of Great Britain, which, as the
crop ‘was almoft univerfally plentifal, gives an addition of

- above 600,000 quarters; fo that the produce of the year 1796 '

exceeded 'the medium of the two preceding years by nearly
four millions of quarters. At the feed-time of 1796, the
‘autumn being finer and more fuitable for the purpofe, at leaft a
‘hundred thoufand acres Ilnofe’Were'fow_n than 'in 1795, and,
fhould the harveft of 1797 prove as abundant as that of 1796,
I fhall not be furprifed if the price of wheat, before this time

“twelve months, be reduced to nine, or.even eight, pounds a
“load. ‘There is at prefent,’ howevqr, no profpeét of fuch full ;
‘abundance,” Indeed it feems nearly impoflible, from the very
great failure of the plant in many places, be the remainder of

- the feafon ever fo favou;ablg.

" T cannot finith this note, long as it already is, without re~

‘marking, that, had the citizens of Iondon and the inhabitants
-of every other part of the nation, ‘inftead of cenfuring -and

calumniating particular defcriptions of men, univerfally adopted '

the judicious meafure recommended by parliament, and en-
forced by the example of fome of the higheft charalters in the
kingdom, that of either eating the coarfeft wheaten bread, or
miyxing with the wheaten flour a third part of fome othei-’__grain
or other’ingredient, &c. there cannot be the {malleft. doubt
but " that the price of wheat would have been comparatively

moderate throughout the fummer and autumn- of 1796, and

that- therefore the calumniators have none but themfelves to
blame for the contrary. , SR

- for exportation or importat
inflience towards encouraging or difc‘ouraging,' in~

t{venty .

- twenty years ending with 1710, when the laws of

- 1688, &c. muft have operated the moft beneficial

effelts of which ‘they were capable; but when,
notwithftanding, the aGual average-price was [7
a load, quite equivalent to 20/, at prefent; whereas
‘even the three l‘ai’c,yeafé,ng;;,,‘ 1795, and 1795,
n all which the-crops were defetive, and two of
them the moft {o of any' perhaps fince the com-
mencement of the prefent century, the ‘price was
only 167 a load; not more than twelve in the for-

mer period laft-mentioned, five years of which,
however, as already obferved, the price was 217,

equal to at leaft 28/ now.

From thefe fats, whatever fpeculation’ may
fuggeft to the contrary, it appears to me in-
conteftably evident, that -our - corn-laws, whether
ion, have had very little

g;reaﬁng or diminithing, the growth of wheat, -

A prefumptive argument to the fame purpofe.

may, perhaps, be deduced from the very flourithing

and perpetually increafing ftate of our hop-plarita~

tions. The annual average-number of bags of

hops, two hundred weight two quarters to the bag,

‘grown in this kingdom during four fucceffive pe-
riods of ‘twenty-one years each, has been nearly as
follows: = S

C L Annual
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Anﬁual average of humbfr'of_:bagg du-} 3 655 27‘ N
,.‘ring the 21 years, ending with 17 3L T |
Ditto, ehding with 1752 - = '-.-  - - ’29,752. -
Ditto, ending with 1773 - = = - 65,799

Dit_to,'e‘nding‘{wtlth 1794 .‘.- - | ’;. - 77?}95 |

Thls amazing advance in our produce of hops,

 has it been occafioned, or in\any"degrée'pfomoted,_ :
\ by legalv regulations ; by reftraints upon importa-

tion, or encouragement to -exportation? The ﬁ;r—
o ‘ ’ g Y.L - T - - g ,'
mer have been trifling, merely the payment of a

| " fmall duty; on the latter, I know not t.ha;i any
bounty has been granted. If neither reftraints nor

encouragements have been neceflary, With regard

to this very expenfive article of culture, why fthould

they with refpect to corn? The permanent induce-
rf'lén‘t fo cultivate them is not greater. A lucky

hit, indeed, once in ten or fifteen years, may f.eem .
“to oive them a ftriking ‘and- decided fuperiority ;
o ’ 3

yét, take the average of twc?hty ye:i_r's to.geth?r, and
the growth-of corn, added to .other things imme-
aiatél'jcohne&ed\ﬁigh it, is at .le.a{"; »}equall{y p;c}-
ftable. The -produce "of hops is extremely. dif-

‘ferent in different years, even ‘in the proportion of

almoft ten to one. ‘Thus, in th_e year 1794, 1t

" amounted to 151,351 bags; whereas, in the year

1793, it was only i6,860. That of wheat feldom

- .vyaries fo much as from two to one; confequently,

the

- neceffary ufe, of the ftraw.” But the '.large,.()pulenc -
-ones can, and who may 'fozmanage_. matters as to

_ their-wheat in-ftacks upon frames of proper eleva-
- thatched, and well fecured at once- from the wea-

~keep it from year to year, - without any" material - -
- diminution in its value ; whereas,if once threfhed,

~ that they can often ereét the very beft and fafeft

[ 29 1

-the chance of a crop of wheat is five times as great
as that of a crop of hops. . But, then, the prefer-
vation of the latter is, .in general, more . ealy ‘than -
‘that of the former. Qane—tehths of our farmers are

¢

- obliged o0 - threth “out their wheat in the courfe .of

the year; not only for money to anfwer -their fuc- .
ceflive. current. démands, but for - the occafional |

farmers, who can vary the courfe and order ,bf»th'ei'r;r g
bufinefs much more than the {maller and poorer

do without an immediate fupply of money or ftraw; -
and who have - the wifdom and the {kill to place

‘ton from . the ground, and - to have them well

.th_er and the vermin; \fUCh f‘armcrs’ 1 fay,may B

and alfo taken out of the chaff, it is extremely dif-
ficult to preferve it fiom great and effential detri- -
ment for any confiderable length of time. 'Which,
by the way, is one recommendation often:;ﬁentione
ed, atnong many and greater ones, of large farmers,

granaries “for the prefervation of coin in times of
abundance againft thofe of fcarcity and want.: .

‘ Thcre -
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‘There are fome other circumftances, it muft be

acknowledged, which render the cafe of hops and
corn ftill more diffimilar,

the :'ermﬁr'in,-EUi‘ope' is by no means o univerfal
as that of the latter : ‘the want of them, too, among

ourfelves, is not of fuch inceflant’ urgency, and

people’ can better wait from time to time to avail
themfelves of the great variety in the markets: I
am, however, far from confident that any of thefe

- particulars mvaterialfy affet the propriety or impro-
priety of legal regulations; and that, therefore, if

they are found to be unneceffary in the one cafe,
their utility cannot be very apparent in the other;

and, of courfe, our general argument is hereby at

once illuftrated and confirmed. ‘The fpur of in=

tereft alone puts the cultivator in motion. If he

has a rational profpect of carrying his produce to
an advantageous market, whether it be corn or
hops, he will certainly endeavour to raife it; but
this profpe&, with regard to either the one¢ or the

other, you can never give him while the feafons

remain as uncertain and precarious as they always
have been, and always will be.  You can never
make him amends, by the wifeft of human con-

‘trivances, for greatly deficient crops; much lefs can

" any additional price compenfate for entire deftruc-

tion by fuifeits, blights, and mildews; nor can you

~afford him nearly fo ftrong encouragement as na-
-  turally

The confumption of

Lo 1

V;turally‘ arifes from the increafing manufa&ureg the -
increafing wealth, and . the inereafing population, of

his country.”

. But whacher may be thought of the argument
foxf the above purpofe, it fuggefts a powerful one in
1avour of two very important points we have before

_ cndeavoured to eftablifh, ‘namely, our increafed

mjt.nbcr of people and our increafed and improved
agriculture. o e

‘Our increafed number of p’éople muf?:, I can;.- |

ceive, be almott as great as our increafed growth of

hops. . Fifty years ago, the majority of our peafants

brewed cach of cbenj a calk or two of good ale every

hops er malt.  Qur tradefmen, our farmers, and, in

genera;li all ,of' the middle cl_aﬂ"eﬂs,‘ drink more wine
“and fpirits than they formerly did, and of courfe a |
And yet, notwichﬁéﬁding' .

les quantity of beer.
thefe deficiences, the total confumption of hops, as

“ftated above, is amazingly increafed. Whar i the

plain inference but that the number of our inhabj
tants’ muft have been augmented in fomewhat a

~fimilar proportion?  For, can it be imaginéd, “that -

the. mcreafcd‘.e;;portation of ale, beer, and porter
$

great as it has been, can haye equalled the increafed

produce?  Efpecially when it is remembered, that
| ‘ o the
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~the exportation - of any article of home—produ&{x{)n
is comparatively. nothing to that applied to domeftic
ufe.. Is not this firikingly evident with regard t(:
our manufa&ures of wool, of fkins, and of hides?

~

" “What is the pxoporuon of cloth and leathér fent to

fmexgnexs abroad to that wlnch is ufed by ourfelves
at home? R

. But, if our mcreafed gxowth of hops’ lmphes 1a.
- hlghly mcxeafed population, does it not alfo (;n:p y
an increafed and 1mproved agriculture to a de lree

| much higher ftill 2 Is there the fmalleft probab1 1tfy
~ that ‘there has not been a more conﬁderable mpcrgl e |
in our produétion of corn, - grafs, and hay? Our |
confumpnon of hops is  confined to human crea-
tures ; but our corn, _grafé, and hay, with - vanot{l‘s
_other fpemes of agricultural pxoduce, feed likewife

‘our horfes, our oxen, our fheep, our hogs,_'lllx

which we have above proved to demonﬁranon ?r(f;
~multiplied exceedingly. In a word, our mcreae-
plantation of hops, -when viewed in 1ts various con

neftions and circumftances, clearly evinces our. in-
creafed number. of inhabitants; our mcreafed inha-
bitants as certainly implies a untuerfal}y advaneed}
“and 'i'mpr,o,'vedl agriculguX‘e' refpe&mg every pro-
dution of our foil; and thus they all afford mu-
~tual 11lu{’crauon and “mutual conﬁrmatlon each to
i;he other. R o

_ 1 know - -
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I know it has been afferted, that our mcreafe of

ﬂ1eep and.oxen has’ been at the | expen{e of our cul-

ture of wheat and other gram, and in conﬁrmatxon ,
of thxs, particular places have bcen pomted out

“ in which there are .TOW not 50 acres, ploughed‘
yearly, where there ufed formerly to be 1500,

~and. that fcarce an ear of, corn is. now to be feen

in fome that bore. hundreds of quarters.” All this,
and much more, mlght be very fafely acknow-

- ]edged but then it fhould be ftated at the fame

time how many thoufands, and even hundreds of
thoufands, of acres now. produce the ﬁneﬁ com,
swheat and_ barley, oats, peafe and beans, in the,
\greateﬂ: abundance, which ufed. barely to-maintain,

......

;_and in.a half- f’carvmo conchuon, a few deﬁru&xve‘

rabbxts, paltry geefe, and {cabby fheep -But, what-

2 ever may have been the fa& in partxcular places, it
s mconteﬂably certain,’ that, 1n a general and na-
* . tional view, our agriculture muft have been predo—
minant, over our feeding, grazmg, and’ daxrymg

This i is ev1dent not only from our increafed popu-.

l:;:latxon, our mcreafed plantatxon of hops, and above
~all, our, 1ncreaﬁ:d number of horfes, but alfo from \
» this’ conﬁderauon, that the price of our beef and
_;,'pork butter and chee{'e, has mcreafed more than
the “price_of our corn; as is clearly mamfeﬁ ;rom

the followmc ﬁatements :

s

D 'The'l
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" Ditto, eight years ending with 1796 - "o

We héré‘.feé_‘tha\t, in the latter of the two p¢riodsﬁ,’
" the mediuﬁl ‘price ‘of wheat is inc_re.afed_ only ab;out
B b'né;te‘nth’;' whereas all the other articles bav§ rlfeln .
- 'muéh'rh_oré confiderably ;"‘Jbeef almo{t a;fouxj:_h, pork
more thari a fourth; ‘butter dbove an ¢ighth, .‘c'hc:efe ‘
upwards of "a third. :

Ir

| | i
| | il
L S fesdo o e 1
T L s L If we judge from Private and domeftic confump- y
- The average-price of wheat per quar- ton, efpecially within thirty or forty _miles of the .
‘ter, for te‘n:y-éafsg ‘ending with the year N v 8 - capital, the ad'Vancé.ha,s been vaftly greater ; beef
‘Diteo, ditto, ending 1796 - oo T R AR BB 745 butter from 64, to 114. or 1+.; cheefe'4.4. to
Coft of bech; per Ib. ALTIE ‘V@U?llf?gj L | " 6d. and 7d.. Which ever, therefore, we make the
., Office, onan anmsl medium of cight = ) ftandard for eftimation of the advanced price of thefe .
| years 'éigdingWith'177"6.; about - - 0 02 i articles for. either private or P_.l.lb!ic; confumption, | i
| Diti, for cighe years ending with 1796, o AL the natural conclufion is, that the culture of wheat g
Cabout - -~ e s Tt T }0 O 45 o _has been fmoré.,att'qnde,d to than either feeding, - ;1
" Poik; for cight years ‘ending Wlth 1’776:‘](;, O. o Sl : graZing,,or'dairyi e than_either fee ti
“Toabout - e e s ao Al s - - i : | :
" Difto, * eight ‘years ending - wlth '4179,6‘, R . Were I to limit my views to the county of B, J
aﬁbyoﬁt“_ - e e e so= - 905 I mighe confidently fay thaﬁ the ruling principle ’
' Butter, cight years ending with - 1775, . - with our farmers, for the laft thirty or forty years, it
L ébo’ut S o - = - - 0 o5 - has been to éxteﬁdaﬁd_ixﬁpré\z_{: thc‘cﬁltis’ration,\ of -k
 Diug, eight years ending with - 1796, S 62  corn as much as poffible, and.inipréfer_relnccg to every R
© about - Tt s n T m 0 0bs thing elfe.  Hence - our woods and groves, and
 Cheefe, cight years ending with 17755 o - hedge-rows, have been perpetually falling before
"~ about = = - - e e -2

, the'ax‘e and the ~mattock 3 our v'more,c‘oarffe' and or-
_dinary paftures have been broken up either dire&tly

by the fpade or. th¢ plough, or by previoufly paring

. ’a_nd_burn’in\g;k and I have little hefitation ‘_in,aﬁ‘erting,
. that our medium annual produce of wheat alone,

dhrihg ,th,e_: latt éwen;yf'ﬁveiy¢g“rs,f'hés beén at leaft

a hundred thoufand quarters more than during the

-twenty-five years immediately preceding, It ig
true, perhaps, that fome other counties have in-

b2 ', _creafed
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creafed their proportion of pafture and.meadow,
“fuch'as éo‘rfhéffe:t',v‘ljéhédﬁér,j Nottingham, ‘Leicefter,
‘Lincoln, &c. “and for the beft redfor ‘in"the world,

' that is, they are fufceptible of the higheft improve- .

“terit, and produttive “of the gréateft’ profit, by

“béing ‘applied to the purpofes of grazing, feeding,

"or dairying. “But then, ‘on the other hand, many of
" our counties, for inftance, thofe of Norfolk, Suffolk,
“York, Salop, ‘&c. thé extenfion and advancement
“in the culture of corn has been greater than even in
“Effex; this Tatter, from ‘its near vicinity to the ca-
pital, having been in a much eatlier 'ftate’ of pro-
- greffion. ' ~ a
~“Upon ‘the ‘whole, then, every thing' concurs to
eftablifh our great and leading points, and' to diffi-

pate the gloomy apprehenfions repeatedly fuggefted

‘fiom the decline of ‘our ‘corn-trade.” “Every 'thing

" conéurs to evincé the amazingly increafed and im-
proved ftaté of our agriculture,” efpecially for the

ptoduction of grain ; and that, confequently, the only

- “fair ‘and juft conclufion from the diminution of -its
~exports is, that the increafe of our people, the in-

Creafé of ‘our’ manufactures, ‘and the increafe of the

" genéral “profperity of the kingdom, have been fo

iiime e S —-.,,-_;__.:._ﬂ—m“‘“—‘-—‘\‘N R

abundant as to fink the price greatly be

. Although I have already, I prefume, fofficiently.
evinced that -the influence of all legal ‘regulations -

with regard to the imports and expoits of grain s’
perfeétly trifling, when compared with the inflience’
‘Q_fﬂt‘he_‘ feafons, as.well as the influence of the general
RO A A S BN FEmaTNE
ftate of the kingdom, I would, however, by no

.....

means have it hence concluded, that I'think them ¢

all times, in all: cafes, abfoluiely ‘ufelels.  There

may be occafions on which they are highly ex-'

pedient.  If there be an uncommon fcarcity of
Prroee e IR e

. rain ~ . [EPRE I : PR RN A Siell L
~gram, we muft endeavour to procure ‘it ‘from

abroad, or run the hazard of ftarving; if; on the

dt;hér hand, the domeftic produce befoexceedmgly |

s TR ¥
aat as to fink ¢ low what
the farmer can_grow it for, fome foreign marker

muft be found, or, from the difcouragément thence
arifing to the culture, it may pr'QBébl)":%:o'c‘c“aﬁdf{
- future want. Bounties, too, upon ‘importation in -

the former inflance, and upon exportation in the
latter, provided the tricks and frauds of merchants
and cormdea.lclis_ are eﬂ-‘e&qaﬂy[‘gdjardlcd ‘againft,
may not be improper. ' In thefe extreme cafes I
think there can be- little doubt. But the .principal

queftion is, whether, in the intermediate fituation of

1
g
%
b

" 'much more cojiﬁdeyéble il as even to exceed the
. wonderfully augmented produce of our foil. prices at which exportation and importation fhould
: . : ~ o B each r¢fpe&ively tgzk_gplace,' be 'abﬁ_)’l;u‘t:ézly' neceﬁ"ary

. Althopgh , or even expedient.  For my own part, I am rather o

Ty y . : LN © e . i : . : . !
things, legal regulations, pointing out the exa®’ 1
}

|
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inéﬁhed to think that :t}vie»'{vvhole might fafely b_; lcﬁ: ..
to the “n"a'turall courfe of things, ,aqd‘- t}}a,t a ﬁ'qe up- -
reftrained trade would be attended with no perma-

nent evil.
 ‘Were there no general profpect of either ex-
portation or importation, the - home-confumption
would be the fole object regulating” the growth ;

the farmer would always endeavour to raife it as’
long as it were worth his while, and no laws could .
induce him to do it-any longer. ‘Whatever lie finds

moft profitable, he will turn his attention to, be it

corn, hops, or ‘attle, and this in time will inevitably

produce a’ general level. - va‘a'ri'ety of {eafons, .. as’

[ 39 1]

. proceeded its wonderful advance and improvement
hitherto; and hence, or not at all, it muft be'de-
rived in futyre, - If thefe go forward, the fartner

will frain every nerve to furnith correfpondent pro-

vifions. His quantities of corn and grafs, and hay, -

will continue to augment, and his numbers of _fhéepi
and oxen will continue to multiply.  And, fhould
the repeated wife and manly efforts of our go-
vernors, to bring about a fair, honourable, and per-

manent, peace, finally prove fuccefsf‘ul, two VCI‘Y.' "
important fources of ample and abundant fupplyv '

feem to open before us; one is the {peedy enclofure
and full cultivation of our remaining wafte lands;

the other, the improvement that both thefe and the

old enclofures may receive fiom the eafy tranf- ‘ j
portation of manure from all quarters of the king- '“

dom, {uited to. evefy variety and divcrﬁty of foil,

by means of our perpetually increafing inland navi- SR 1

gations; for the promoting of which we have been !

recently affured, upon very high authority, eight 1
mz'llz'om ﬁ'erlz’ng are already émployed.ﬂ ‘Nor is i, T : él

prefume;, too much to hope for, that our Board of !
Agriculture will contribute fomething at leaft to 4
the furtherance of thefe great and noble purpofes.
It was inftituted on the moft extenfive and. liberal . i
principles; its inquiries, under the dire@tion of its
indefatigable prefident, have been judicioufly con-
dulted ; more agricultural information has already
been collected, refpecting both England and Scot-
| . D4 land,

better fuiting the one or the other, will indeed oc-
caﬁon frequent vibrations of the .bala_t_]c»_e,_,bu;_gll’
will finally tend to reftore and preferve the due
equ1hbnum ~And I much queftion Whether' any
of the corn=laws, through the whole of the prefent
ceﬁtﬁr’y,’ havé:'o'ccéﬁ’oncd' a fingle acre more or leﬁ
“to be fown with any fpecies of grain, than there
would have been had no fuch laws ever exifted, -

Iam fully pérfuaded',v@hat_the ehcoprageﬁlF?t to
agriéulttirc', from the beft laws which human wifdom
_ can devife, is perfe@ly trifling, compared to-that
naturally arifing from the increafed number \o'.f our.
people, and the increafed wealth and pro‘fperltyv,of _
the kihgddrh. " Hence, and not from laws, has
S o - proceeded

;
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léﬁd; ‘than - weé were evér b¢f0re ?h"p‘dffefﬁgg‘ 'oi.';;:
and, from the concurrence of private and pt}bl}cl
exertions, I do not defpair of {:g‘emg‘ Great Brltam
rapidly rife to a'pitch of profperity, glory, and hap-
* pinefs, hitherto gnk'nown’, ST

~ APPENDIX.

of George I. fixteen,

" -
L ’ i
 APPENDIX.

OBSERVATIONS UPON THE FIEST REPORT FROM;
‘THE COMMITTEE ON WASTE LANDS, &c. .

- MONG many other articles of important in-
£ \ formation communicated by the committee,

is the aftonithing number of bills of enclofure, and

of acres enclofed fince the 'éommencemcnt of the
prefent reign; which, I. flatter myfelf, affords a

ftrong prefumptive confirmation of the 'l'eadi'ng

points I have above endeavoured to eftablith, efpe-

cially the great extenfion and improvement of oy
agriculture. In the reign of Queen Anne, there

were, it feems, only two bills of enclofure; ‘in that '
and of George II. two hun.

dred and twenty-fix; but, in that of George IIL.

one thoufand five hundred and thirty-two ;  that is,

in the coufe of the laft thirty-fix years, there have
been almoft feven times the number of enclofures

there were in the fixty years immcdiately preceding. i
' ‘ - But

i
e
it
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But the increafe in the extent of land, or‘number‘:pf _
acres, enclofed, has been vaftly greater than the in- -
creafed number of enclofures. The number of
acres enclofed, in the former periods of ﬁxty, was,
only 33,6765 but, in the l_z_itter of merely. ‘t_hu'ty,—ﬁx:
* years, there have been 2',770,521; that 1s, f:herc .
has been an abfolute increafe of more than eighty
to oné in the total quantity, and the medium annual '
increafé above one hundred and fifty to one. Does
ho‘t‘“this fuggeft the moft ftriking fupenor‘lty' and
more rapidly enlarged extenfion of qu'agr{cult.urf:,
under the 'reig‘n of .our prefentamiable gx.l,d patriotic
Soi'efeigh, than what took place in the time of ~.hls
predeceflors ? Does it not fuggeft the amazing
augmentation~ of the quantity-of our grafs and hay,

natural and artificial ;” of our corn and cattle, and of .

every. other production of our foil, as well as of

- every kind and fpecies ‘of living creatures fed and .-

nourithed " by its fruits? The enclofure of almoft

three millions.of acres, whether of waftes and com-

mons, -or of ‘open fields, under prior cultivation and

management, . muft have occafioned ‘prodigious ex-

penfe to.the proprietors of the land, and this ex-
penfe- they muft neceffarily have redeemed by an
increafe of rent.  Accordingly the increafed ren,t»c.)f'
- the énclofurés,j even of common fields, under previ-

ous but imperfe& culture, has feldom been lefs 7th’an‘
one-fourth, fometimes one-third, and not unfrequent- -

B ly one-half; while the advanced rents “of enclofed
| - | - - wafles

|

waftes and commons have béen from almoft no- -

thing to 154 or oy an acre.” In order to pay.
thefe incréafed rents, “the. tenants' muft ‘neceflarily,
from an improved and’ extended' cultivation, have -

raifed a produce of value'equivalent to three, | four,
or even five, times the increafed rent; and that:

they actually have done o is evident from their in--
creafed profperity and opulence: If; to the increafed:
and improved agriculture of thefe' new enclofed

lands‘,v we add that of the old enclofures in the fame =

“period of time, as I have aléady before fated, the
confirmation of our genéral argument is ftrong and-

complete. - ‘

The Afév,éfal refolutions of the ‘corﬁmittcé refpe-

. ing the mode of carrying into exécution a general -
bill of enclofure, &c. feem to be extremely judicious,

and Ih’earti]y with théy may meet with the ready
concurrence of parliament. But {fome of the argu-

- ‘ments by which they endeavour to fenfoi‘ce_’thc; €X~
pediency of fuch a bill, I muft take the liberty to _

obferve, with becoming deference to the judgement
of fo refpe@table a body, do not appear altogether
fatisfaory. “They remark, that, upon the fuppofi-
tion of there being 10,000,000 of acres fill un-
enclofed, which would require an act of parliament -
for their enclofure, ‘and that 50,000 of thefe might
be annually ‘enclofed, under the prefent fyftem, ‘it
would require two hundred years before the whole

‘ is
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is.accomplithed. ~‘True. But where is the neceflity

for. this latter. fuppofition, that, only, 50,000 acres.
could or would- be annually enclofed under the pre-
Afent fyftem? Is not the contrary the moft pro-
bable ? From their own ftatements, ‘the, annual
average number of acres enclofed, during the laﬂ:

thirty-fix years; has been almoft 80,000, and it is ’

nearly certain, that, during the laft twenty-five or.
‘thirty years, the. medlum has been above 100,000.
What reafon can be given why it fhould not be. as
great or greater. durmg the next thirty. years ?, T hc
conviction of the ‘utility - and importance of en-
~clofures is Pcronger and more general than ever.
‘Where is the improbability, therefore, that, inftead
of there being only 50,000 acres annually enclofed
under the prefent fyftem.of diftinét and.feparate.
bills, there might ‘not be 200,000, which, perhaps,

‘would be an increafe adequate to our mcreaﬁng '

demands, and wotilld complete the enclofure of the
whole ten mil-lionslin, fifty years,

»

It 13 alfo farther fugge{’ced by. the committee,

that diftance from -the capital greatly increafes the

,expenfe and inconvenience of application to par-
liament. for- particular bills - of enclofure. Thrs is.
certainly true, but - this increafed. expenfe and in-
convenience do not feem to have been fuﬂicxently
great to” have prevented fuch application.  For I

find that the moft extenfive, and probably the moft

numerous,

[ a1

numerous, - enclofures have been in ‘the rémioter

-counties of Hereford Lexceﬁer, Lincoln, - Derby,

York Durham, and even’ Northumberland

I do not hereby intend any objetion to a general
bxll of enclofure, I only with that no arguments.

‘fhould: be fed to enforce it but fuch as are: really

':concluﬁve, when fo many ‘may: be urged which

- commended by the ‘committee to the attention of

“truly are fo, ‘and have indeed been powerfully re-

" parhament.

The committee obferve that an- addition - of- on]y

iopulent claffes were - ‘put to ‘in fupporting them

“upon'that ‘occafion.”

This ‘obfervation, as it- ap-

pears to''mie, is entirely - unfounded The - com-

“reafons already ‘adduced, ‘not -only 60,660 bt :

“mittee, I" préfume, did not recolle&, that, in-the
“autumn- of * 1795, the additional- nimber ‘to: the -

ufual “average of acres ‘fown ‘was probably, for

‘_‘above 200,000 ; and’ yet- the fcarcity “and -expenfe

‘in-the year 1796 were not prevented; and they feem

~alfo to have forgottén-that- the additional 60,000 .

would have . failed in therr produce as-much'as the -

land

Vs

“60,000"acres’ to' the land cultxvated for “wheat, |
‘might ‘have prévented-the: private diftrefs and mi-
{ery expericnced by the lower orders of the people,
"*m confequénce of the late fcarcity and high' prxce»

-of provifions, and ‘the - expenfe ‘which - the ‘more
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* land in old cultivation, and that confequently the
~ additional fupply thence arifing would not have been
much .more than 120,000 ‘quarters, whereas. the

a®uil deficiency in the kingdom at large was not

* lefs-than 1,800,000.

* The committee farther remark, < that, for many

‘years pofterior to the. revolutlon, the pI‘ICC of corn
.was fteady and umform, and rather low than other-~"

“wife.”” What is meant by many years pofterior 10
the revolution is not abfolutely certain, though. the
obvious fenfe of the expreflion feems to be, that,
foon after the revolution, the price of corn was

,modexate and uniform, and contmued to be fo fora

~long fucceflion of years, If: this was the meaning
_of the remark, the falt, in both refpe&s, ‘was Juf’c
_the reverfe.. The loweft annual average-pnce of
. wheat per quarter, during the ten years 'beginning
with the. year 1691, was 2/. Os. 104. more than
.equal to 2/. 155. now; the higheft price 47. 5s. 24d.
_equivalent o0 5L 105, at prefent. .'T he loweft price
- during the next ten years beginning thh 1701

. 'was 1/. II.S‘..Q.d not inferior to what 2 5s.

- wou]d be now ; two years after thlS, that i 1s, in the
_year 1709, it was 4/ 14s. 2d. ‘equal to 61. of the

5 prefent time; due regard bemo had to the increafed
Smely, then, durmcr thefe

{,expenfe of raifing it.

. twenty years, the puce of corn, was, ne1ther modemte

.nor- ung/ 07’7’/’20

Perhaps '
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Perhaps it may be "Tid’ that that penod was lnot
fufﬁcxently Zong after the revolution, and that, if we

extremely dlﬂ'erent. The followmg table; repre-

,upon an annual medlum of each ten years n regular
fucceffion, ‘the firft" beginning with ‘1691,: and the.

~ laft with 1781, with the addition of the fame for
‘the fix ‘years ending with. 11796, will - glve us a
\pretty clear conceptwn of ‘this matter. -

[)az‘e:, or Perzod:, of Len Loru;e Price of| Hioke
- Years each. Wheat p{i Quartt;t/'p Wbeft p£ l.o)gr;ff::{.
Lo s, de L. . '..
Iﬁ begmmng Anno 1691 € o 1o ﬁ ; g "
2 ditto, ditto .. 1701f 1UX o | 4 14 . 2
30 e i <171 1140 93 | 3 4 10
4 oo vvea17zil 114 9 2 14 6
g e e e 17310 16 g 2715 o
e e o« < 17411 4 11 2z 7 o
VAREREE ce . I751 113 9 3 O o
8 sevvvaazb1l 1100 303 4 3
49 e e e v s a77 1013 8 2 12 8
fio .ov oo 1781 118 10 z 13 2
jix Years endmg .- 1796 2 2 4 |3 1 4

Thls table appears decxﬁve of our purpofe‘, It ex-

‘ ’hlblts, to even'the flighteft glance; unlefs my. mind be

- under a ftrangé delufion; the fallicy of :the: argu-
. ment advanced by the committe¢, and affords, - at
- the fame time; a I’crong confirmation” of . another
- point- I have above endeavoured to e{’cablx{h ; name-

Iy,

* “dfcend to fubfequent ones, we fhall find ‘the cafe
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1y, the general cdmpar‘atz'?ve infignificance of legal
regulation of the exports and imports of corn.” In
the courfe: of the:feveral: periods ftated.above,  there

~was ‘almoft every poﬁible variety of laws on this

head, fome- encouragmg exportation, ‘and, fome ‘in

=favour of 1mportat10n ; the dlverﬁty of..price, ne-
~verthelefs, through'every- per1od ~each refpectively, .
“was- extremely great; : greateft Where ‘plaufible fpe- -

‘clation had taught’ us-to' expe& the Jeaf}, and leaft

“where we weré to find the: greatdz‘ *The three firft

decenniary periods moft -nearly  fubfequent to the
revolution, when the Javourite admired laws of ex~-
i portation were prevalent, : the general price was
immoderate, iand the ‘flutuation, prodmous, bemg,
on an annual imedium, at.one time fo low as IZ 115,
‘a, quarter, at another, ,after the {hort mterval of -
only two years, 1t was ra1fed to 41 14.:. ad.. T he
neral fyi’cem, with fmall varlatxons, frill. predo-
: minated, thei commonefc prices were indeed confi-
derably lower; to,the ‘abfolute ruin of no fmall pro-
1 portion of our farmers ; 5 but:ftill its elevatlons and
depreffions were no. lefs dli‘cmgmfhed it being at
~one time:reduced to - 1l..46. 1 Id ‘the quarter, and
s<advanced at-another.to, 24 15s. _If. we defcend to.
~the twenty years. beginning’ with 1771and. .ending
= with' 1790,” when: the imagined: pernicious laws, in -
- favour of ! 1mportatnon were iin: full-: force;: the, ya-

na.non of . price : was. about the fame,. the, loweft -
| | bemm
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‘being 1/, 135, 8d the th‘hCﬁZ al. 135. 2d But
the final penod of fix yeatrs, when -the publi¢ cla~
mours have been the loudeft, the d1verﬁty of price

the greatef’c 3l 16s. 4.d ‘But hence has arifen fo

: firong an mducement to the farmer to extend the
cultivation that I fhall not be furprxfed, if; .before

the end of the prefent century, near as it is, the di-
verfity will again- be as great as in tlme paft

It is farther afTerted by the commlttee, thqt

h has been leaft of all; the fmalle{’c being 22, 25, 4.4. .‘

< with unﬁeady prices it is 1mpoﬁible for the land- ,‘

lord to know what rent he ought to demand, or the

tenant What he ought to- pay.” . This, I prefume, Is

- applicable on]y to ignorant. landlords and lovnmant

tenants. Thofe of an oppoﬁte defcnptlon, whethei |
landlords or tenants, who are at once fkilful and ju-
dlClOUﬂy’ conﬁderate, wlll not form . their eftimate

~ from one or two years; of either exceﬁive]y hloh or
~ exceffively “low. prices, but from the average of

fifteen or twenty in immediate fucceﬁion. Such will

- alfo remember that exceedingly hloh puces Wﬂl '
fometimes ruin individual farmers, . who happen net
to-have-a crop equal to the. average one of . tho{e

around. them, and that this will moft frequently
happen to fmall f'armers, for the. mcreaﬁ: of whofe
number we have lately had fuch zealous but un-
qualified advocates, Thxs, I beheve, was actually the

deplorable fate of many of our Jittle inconfiderable -

E - occupiers.
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"oeeupiéré in the };earé 179-5.“an‘d 177 96. In the early

part of the feafon, havmg but a ﬂender {canty pro-
duce, they were obllged in order to anfwer the cur-

'rent demands upon them for money, efpec1ally in

the autumns of 1794 and 1795, to fell nearly all of

it, at comparatively a moderate price; and, before
the following harveﬁs, they were compelled to pur-
‘chafe for their own ‘confumption ‘at one enormouﬂy

high, the final. confequence was thelr total rum. ~

It mlght, for aught I know, _be deﬁrable that the

“prlces thould, to a certdin degree, be fready and
| 4’umform and ﬂlll more {6 that we mwht be fecure
in future from that exceffive expenfe in the pur- '
'chafe of corn we have lately incurred. The com-
_ mittee mform us, that, during the three years 1794,
' ,'1795, and 1796, it amounted to 7,446,012[., and
‘that by other calculations it appears that the real._)
“coft of the corn 1mported, in the year'1796 alone,

was. 4,5oo,oool “But to miure the attaiiment of

“the former, and the preventlon of the latter, will, T
_‘: conJe&ure, for ever remain far beyond the réach of
_:"human power, till we are mduloed with ‘the direc-
“tion of the feafons, as well as-of ‘many other thlngs
of high importance, hltherto refexved in the hands
. of the great and wife Dn"pofer of events, Could we
“command the ‘clouds to drop down' the fo{’rerlncr :
: dews, and gwe Us the former and the- latter rain .
.€ach in 1rs feafon, could we caufe “the femhzmo :

fhowers

o5 ] |
thowers to defcend ‘and the 1nv1goratmg fun to.

fhine or to withhold his beams whenever we pleaféd :
could we waft away the blights and frofts, the blafts

. and - mildews, . from . our grain, - and ward, oﬂ’ the

murrain and the peflilence from our cattle ; could .
we fubdue that numerous army of worms. -and in-
fects, of flies and caterpillars, fo cruelly deftruétive
to the labours of-the hufbandman; and could. we

‘alio, at the’ fame time, contrive that the wants of

‘our nelghbours thould always be equal to our abun-
dant fuperfluities ; — then, and not till then, mlght o
we expelt the above wifhed-for objeéts; then might =~

~we have tolerably fteady and uniform prices for our

-produce;” andthen might we- be fafe. from that-
“enormous - expenditure in-the purchafe of foreign

corn we have lately been. forced to fubmit to.. Tl
a perfect coincidence of thefe feveral circumftances
take place, we muft humbly acquiefce in the. dif-
penfations of the Almighty, who doeth whatfoever

v pleaieth hlm in heaven and in ear ch

Our recent fcarcity was occaﬁoned by only the
fmall deﬁcxency of our average- crops, at the rate of

four, or at moﬂ fix, bufhels an acre. How eafy to
. conceive fuch a. dlﬁ“erence of feafons to. happen as
-to caufe a deﬁc1ency of swelve buthels inftead of fix!

In that Cafe, an addition to our annual average cul-

tivation of not only 6o,ooo acres, as ftated by the

: COlﬂmlttCC, but even of 6oo ooo, would be inade-

quate
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quatc fo the fupply of qur’ neCeﬁmes. -But,: ﬁ}pe’

pofing Providence to indulge us with, ‘the; fame ge+
- nérdl: variety of {¢afons ‘s, heretofore prevaknt, sand- -

our produce. {hould be juft as varjous™as we havg
‘expetienced in “time paft, (and this indeed muft o
always be: the foundation of the reafomnas of fuch
fhort-fighted creatures as we are,). an addiuonal
500,000. acres,, after the utmoft exertions of hu-

- “man wifdorm, would give us at moft a mere pro-

bable chance of obtaining the ends Juft above{ia;-
ted. ; With regard ‘to: génetal legal regulanéns for

'.thefc pur mofes, ‘with "all: their-numerous “trains of

bounttes, dxawbacks, 8cc. (extraordmary emergen«-'
-ces alone excepted -and; ;whichiperhaps will the fel-

_domet occut in fome proportiori to the paucity of =

fuch regulations,) T am .dc_eplyzpmfu,ad_c.d of their

‘comparative infignificance, and that their greateft -~

»advantage 18 to-our merchants and traders in'corn.

T here are fome othe1 remarks of the commxttce, ,
wh1ch, in my apprehenﬁon, are not perfe&ly accu-

fate; " bur, as they are fomewhat ﬁmllar to thofe
- aheady noticed, or. fairly deducxble fiom them, I .
“fhall not' trouble the reader with any attempt to
" dxfcufs them; I rather choofe to indulge the pleae-

ﬁng fentlments of gratitude for that variety of i im= )
por" ’jnt factsy and momentous intelligence, they havc
fo clearly commumcated and for Wwhich’ thcy are
fo Ju{’dy entltled to the thanks of thc pubhc.
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