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OBSERVATIONS

ON THE-

i

EFFECTS OF THE COAL DUTY, &

fn’ political economy can be lefs exceptionable:
“hiave chosen ds a motto to this paper 3

- tiom, than a strict adherence to-the pinciple here in<
culcated. s:In that.case, the amount of the revenug would:
be augmented, while the prospétity of the people would.
be incréased in am equal degree. I amaware, indeed, that
it hias become the fafhion of late, to inveigh against tax=
és in general 5 and to hold out to tlie public, the great’
imount of the present réverive of Britain, as a demon-
srative proof of the opprefsion under which the people
groan, and to represent that as an unavoidable cause of
peneral poverty. But in few cases could men havé
teasoned -more unconsequentially 5. bécause incontrover-
tible facts may be brought to prove, that nearly the re-

verse of thig is the truth. The experience “of all ages
sufficiently fhows, that wherever a people have afforded 2 -
great revenue, in proportioh to their whole numbers,
these people were in thriving and prosperous circum-
stances ; and wherever they are ‘poor, abject, and oppref-
sed, the amount of the tayes they pay is next to nothing..
fopaih,‘ for example, is at present a poor country,~—the

peoplé are opprefsed with faxes, which are levied from
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them  with all ;pofsible severity ;wyet in spi't'e'vof all tht

squeezing and:opprefsion; the ‘total revenue. raised fron

them does not athount- to 'ten -fhillings~a-head. - France:

vwas also loaded with: severe taxes; and the people, compary
tively with some other nations, were poor; and they never
afforded:-a ‘revenue, exceeding on an average of the . whole

kingdom, fifteen {hillings a-head. . Britain is. in -circum.

stances. greatly  more prosperous-:than either:.of these

countrxes, and fhe affords a revenue of about forty fhlllmgs‘
a-head: and, Hol]and still more: wealthy, taking ‘its whole.
extent, than Bntam, pays, - of . public taxes, to.the amount.

of more than L. 3 a-head.  'The. proportxonal revenue'

therefore, ylelded .by a state, .is . mdeed a .much; cleares:
indication .of the riches or poverty. of its. pcople, and. the
general prosperity of the nation, it than.any thing, glse

I do not say that taxes can never be ‘burden:
oPPrefswe to the people ; for well:I know that t]’;lS( may
be’ the cases but that, when : they are opprefsme, they.
become n general unproductwc also :

X do. not say,that.

if taxes are burdensome and opprefsive, they} will not

tend to'make a people poor. ;. but that if. the. peopie are
poor, -the. amount of the revenue pmduced by . these
taxes. will be proport;onal 5% 1n51g111ﬁcant I .dognot.say,,
that if taxes are high, and the sums.of money, . leV1ed om!
the people: great, this will be a cause. of, wealth ; but only\
that it will be a certain indication that they are wealthy
I beg these distinctions may be adverted:to., .. ..

- 'From general, let us proceed. to: partlcular fécts., The
total amount of revenue drawn from the city of Ldndou,
considered by itself, is upwards of L.10, a-head of all its
inhabitants ;..while. the average. of duties paid,, all, oyer-
Scotland: ‘does ‘not_amount _to ﬁftcen {hxlhngs ,{or_cach
person. But will any one pretend £0 say that the géogle

(s T

o London are pooret ‘or more- opprefsed: w1th taxes thard -
L (hose of Scotland iw general? Liondon: 1s the: centre - of'

commerce ‘and- of". ~wealth 5= Scotland - s+ comparatively”

poor, and thetaxes theu: more - severely felt:than:in Lon~

don Py SN VRENE HERC NS RN (ol
“Let us’ gO\stﬂl nearer:in our inquiry. The revenue afa

forded: by the- dlﬁ'exent parts’ of:Scotland: is extremelyi dif~ - .
ilar 3cand” :the:taxes are muchumore: severely felt in one.
Ifi= Edmburgh“’Glas-

C e matoe o 1S

simi
part of the rcountry ~ than: -another:™:

gow; and Paisley, fotiinstance; the people, it generalyare’

wealthy 3 they liveswelly: entertain selegantly 3 carry on-
busideds” “withy spirit:;; -and:discover+no symptoms of being"
Bottie" “down«by theb prefSUrenof taxes. ~:But along: ‘the

b csteinsand;morthern coasts»of Scotland; ‘the people;:inr"

T

general,” *hye; PooT; dlspli‘lted ‘opprefsed 5 and- every - tax”
they pay is° $queczed from them “by' a_compulsory force; -
Jike tliat 'of separating the marrow fromsthe: bones. : Nowy.
 yliéh offithesertwo- clafses of persons pay a revenue: of
this highiest: ambunt ? The followmg facts wﬂl answer"

':‘aicommxttee of the Housc of Com-
moné%avmg been” appomted to inquire into ‘the:state of;
the Britifh* fifheries upon the - #west and northern coasts of
Scoﬂand, ‘ahd 'to “report to the * House, soon discovered.
that“thé” genéral ‘poverty” of the people was. the:princi-
pil obstruction” to & prosecutlon of ‘the fifheries. The
consequences of this ‘povetty, as’ affecting -thé revenue:dim
partlcular, are” pomted out in- the followmg formble
tertify b B it RPN :

“Your' cominittee; Wlllmg to aﬂ'ord every pofmble
“ light to His ~House, respectmg; ‘the situation of that. .

i
Fa e LA

L country, haVe exammed certam accounts referred to

[
I

« thcm g MR S
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4 Ari accotnt: of the duties of customs paid of colle
ct ‘ted in ‘the:.countiés of Atgyle,. Invernefs,‘ [Cmmmtc‘?
¢ Nairn; Moray * ] Suthetlandy- Calthncfs, Orkney anyd-
¢ Shetland.5 as also the nett amount of the said duties, di.
L stmgul{hmg each- county and. port, from the year I .
“ to-the year:1884.”- - 774'

" They :then:.state the 1tems of the account \xhxch are
here omitted as: unnecefsary 3 and. takmg th :
these ten. yedrs, they:thus proceed

r 71
ta inillion of people;’ not only dogs not aﬁfor& any revcnue,

hal
put is even a burden upon thé other parts of the commu-

fitys - To'this let’ ‘me add, that if .the, Committee had X~
tended thexr osearches 1fto 'Banﬁ‘shlre, berdeenﬁure,
chardmefhme, ond Perthﬂure, xcludmg the towns of
Abcrdeen and Perth, with a small circuit round. each s 5 as
i e s "h,ern mtcmal countle’s of Scotland beyond
th coal dmtrnct, the same result would ‘have appeared
" Singe, therefore, there are nearly two-thirds- of the: per-

sons m“fScotland who contnbut;a nothmg .towards thc
3 Wi fmm’ hen e, it follows that the: whole
' avin from’ that country, is obr
from t}xe small but acuve ‘and- mdustnous -division
, on both sxde 3 of the - friths of the Clyde and Forth,
manufacturcs and..commerce; - “and
ghest calculauon, has neyer been; computed
1f-a ‘million of: souls, in which places only,
ghe xp Ficollecting' the taxes; falls fhort of the re-
Vehueicotlected” by thcm.. _But from Sir ]ohn Smclaxr’s
) t"6f'the publlc revente; [part il p. 3 54-]:it appears
it “Scotland paid in-the year 1 788, a free revenue to
the amount of more _than one m1111on sterling, after de-
v ctmgkthe’ex'ence of ‘collecting. Here, then, we. aré
‘the same concluswn as before.” T hose in
o who' yield no revenue to the state ‘what-
are foppre{'scd by the  weight of taxes3 while those
others Who yield at the rate of forty fhillings a- head; are
vihg ‘and’ prosperous circumstances ; ‘and: feel not
‘their prefsuré in'the smallest degree. -In: fhort, whatever
“way-we:turn. ourselves, we find that ‘the prosperxty of the
people, and the proportxonal amount of the revenue yleld—
¢d by them, keep pace with each other. How blmdly,
f,hen, do those reason, who woL.ld persuade the people
$hat the amount of the xevenue yxelded by us, is a proof

it
RATTI

Your ‘committee _.can’, hardly exhxbxt a,more deplo.

“ expence. of: colleetxon is L 5167 19 1
¢ tual ross has - acerued on. thls branch

& the customs 1 ” . - .
Thcre nevér was a fact 1espectmg bhe

* These threé counties afie 1ibt mentiohed noviadiin infthe’ ‘réportsybut
t?xev are actually mcluded in it; as:they .ate. ,within. the; collection of the

-i-The Loss . m the be‘;r & 6‘b th 3
L.4888 18+ 2% ’ 77 YR A
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«of our national poverty, and a reason why we nevey caj
Jpecome more -wealthy * 2. ..". Pl .
. * A 'writer who pretends to bé a'leader of the public refpeding of;
Jairs of finance; and'to ‘diré& the people asito what reforms are, wantegd i'
government, lately laid before his. readers a lift of the public burden‘:
'of Britain; copied from Sir‘John'Sinclair’s hiftory of the'revenue part
3L p. 16y, ~with imany " unadthorized: altérations, all tending to, fwel]
the amount.of the account, fo that inftead of 17,416,052l. of real public
revenue ‘raifed in: Britain, inchiding: experice of ‘colledtion, bounties
and allowarices as it: ftands/ in *the original, -hé makes .it ‘amount r\é
31;175:299 1 which he clofes-with:this emphatic exclamation, % Thirt
¢ one millions 175 thoufand ‘299 pouids taken from the profits of the
< :farier; ‘manufaéu¥er artizan, and Wlabourer, .is : fo hedvy.:a dra.
# back upon the induftry of aination, asto create:an: abfolute ,z‘;};ﬁ}ﬂ{b}ﬁ,
 for a peopleto become vichy while fuchan enormous. fum is annually de.
¢ du&ed from the ‘income of ‘their laliour:and ‘induﬁrj.*.??:'ledithrgh
Gazetteer,’ No 2.] - 'This writef,” howeyer;-had'no occafion to ftop at
31 millions ;- for, in the:prefent ftate of *this country; by followiny, the
fame principles he has'adopted in frating that’account,’ hé might have
very eafily made it three hundred: millions-if he had.chofen to do:fo/—
For example, Twrnpikes, navigable rivers and canals, charitable donas
tions to the poor, public hefpitals, &c: make fo'mdny items of:this ac:
- count. - Now, that'the amount of the turnpikes:is.actually-paid by. thofs
who travelon the roads; ‘which thefe levies are raifed to'repair, ‘camiog
be “difputed ; but it can as'little be difputed that ‘the fane public pays
the hire of carriages and waggons travelling on’thefe- roads; why then
is the total amount of money paid :for thecérriage of goodsof: ever
kind ‘excluded ? ‘In thie fame manner the lockage dues of canals, and tolls
on navigablé rivers, cannot be more jultly chargeéd than:the: freight:of
goods that go along them ; and the. freight of goods,on aicanal :is np
more a public burden, than the .freight of ‘goodsto every part of the
world. - If again, the money I:give in private-¢harities beidecounted o
public tax, furely the nioney I'pdy-for:labourers, the:rent I pay:for
houfes or land, the expences I muft-beftow for maintaining my wife-and
,children, and felf, which are articles of muich more #havoidalle expendis
ture than charitable donations are, ought all to be included. - In.fhor,
every article of expenditure that'can be ¢onceived ought to.come into
this dccount. - And as the total amount of tie ‘account, -when thus

_ {tated, will dlways be in proportion to the wealth of the-nationi you

will thus, by the fame mode of reafoning, ‘be able ‘clearly: to demon-
ftrate that in a wealthy nation it is abfolutely impoffitle for any one to be
rich; but ‘that 'in‘a poéor country the people muft-all‘be exceedifgly
wealthy, - For example, about fifty years ago there was not a fingle

;turnpike in Scotland’  fo that that tax, amounting to perhaps 1c0,000L

@ yeat,was totally wanting. = ‘Theré ‘were fiot'perhiaps ten' carriages go-
ing between Glafgow and Edinburgh in a year, and now:tliere are ups
vards of ten thoufand ; and fo'in proportion in other places, fo that the

A i e e
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T e
st is not -easy to drace matters of such a complicated
o ¢ operations of finance upon industry, and the

hature a8 th . . .
B nfluence -of industry upon revenue, it 15 not

| eciprocal 1 :

sing ‘that -men .who -have never ‘reflected . on these
Lof mo axd fdxj i'ﬁéé:»b,f ‘Egt')od's"aﬁd awvniagns mow.may :be’
o u;?en 3—'3}?11%1’18«-9.@163&5- “Wihat & -miferak{k_:fitateat_hgn »xpu{?:
e in, fin-comparifon of that which-we experienced :atithe '@0&-
e o ’How rich-muft the: psopleshaye-then been, when not:a:iota

fum totak

. I P S . muft they. noww be,:
met B ticle was-raifed onsinduftry ?How. e
°nh§gl§ﬁ§: .l.%imenvfe“fuma‘ ate -didicled from the-ducome.of fabour: andsin-
W . L N Lo B - IS I
afytiii Sl

T L L P AP )
h-are-the ridiculous .caniélufiotis to be drawnfrom the. abfurd.rea-

s ofl-informed men, who pretend to judge of mattors, siththe

TS

g i e

ettt
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naturéiof avhich:they.are: ;un;xcqﬁuaint‘ed.‘ . Nor 'ﬂ\to‘ul_d X ha;re, sgke_{:z i;h:
44 bl'cxof?éx‘fmﬁnoa.’rthe‘ireﬁbfundlty_fac_:pre{'ent, shad 4t - not-1 gen‘;wz he
O eto-COn 1inéev?mahy- well-intentioned .- men, yehat‘ ~whep sthey. fuffer
themfelves.to' ;be~‘led’~’l$_y=';fuch?=blin;i ~guides, sthey are in-great idangfcrf o’f

O om0 10 fheir oWl BRA0IIE. © < e - f e e
bel;:,%i?:é?bﬁi:%ﬁ?ié quotedyit is gbvious'that many_?f 'thofe'art:m“l[@
.ﬂ;.xtédsa,‘s"- burthedis- upbnvindifiry, -are in :fa&'p’i‘emu.lfm'. gpm Nty :zanfitiz:zecta‘ }z )
princip’ahcaufes_:of . national ‘wealth. ;:let,hout roads, ’a's'lt;:‘-llis{re'a‘moﬁ;
fifty yeats agoy heither smanufadbures nor c‘omnierce con ‘ti';rllow: nofk .
ansexiftence;among s and ;next;i'eo«.ﬁhefc,'ca}na g, we nlqw,. p r._z are.
'u'nbngs‘the moft effectualimeans «of angmenting nationa lp;r(c)l P?k 1 );;1 o
Eyen nationalitaxes; :fricily-fo .called; W _en»’properlyjagp a';}; an a»:df
the famespredicaments i-Goverpment may e .ﬁcqr_x'ﬁde:ie‘b,v fwxa - rﬁl%z’ ﬁ‘eg .
-tp:man;neanlyinithe fame light as. centinels .appomtew,‘;l.? "Th ex;z {enti_i
o wild: ariimals, to-watdh ,Qveratheir‘gepgral,fafety.' W ile: f '{:afg -
qels are.awake, sthe’ others-are -allowed ‘to-pafture in peace Zn th g :Zi:"
with this,;_emarkable"differcgce,.pochfar, b‘:_twcen._nxgn;et}:x .0 f@ ot
::ﬁals,-‘_thatyxhé»fe 'éan‘tinels%ha}@ At.not «n their: power either t{t’lét 0 s E
infiilts committed by individuals-upon ach other, nor to pr:he ol
«whole body:froni external-injury. sANthey -can.do isito -gx‘.veci;; ‘g;a arm
when-external danger: appears;-and then. to .leave every 1}1h1v1 Jad;:m,
pr'ovidé.z,for ‘his-own: fafety the -beft way ‘he -can.. - But: wit rega'r
vernm ‘ not only itothe. warning qf danger
fromy without‘,#bu't,alfo o the warding it off 3 not only does it .afford

ngainibthq,injg&ic,qoi : xjxe’ighbgurs_, ‘the :rapac\ity» o? vagab?‘nds,ciaxi]ld; g:‘c
infults .of - power. “Under: the, protection fof' this qn'ob' er»ved hi _ce:;‘
every man s allowedto -mind. his own .aﬁ,'al.rs, m.tnanq:;u_ll-lty..;m p%z; q

ands>to- ToHoyw them .in what :manner.he judges moit proper. ere. .

: P'r'oteétiom;;fmm{':farei‘g,n.ﬂr.aP%Cit')':.ib.“t alfo provides perfect ecurity

he deprived. fori a..moment,..of . this. protecting fhield, his whol_q:t@g ,

\\'oﬁicil);beii:z-fi than fufficient for guarding his perforal quety; and ‘Lll

other bufinefs: muft of: courfe. be at an end. - At prelent: ‘he bas m’gm

occafion; tofpend.a: fingle thought on ,tha..t_m_omengouis_ fubject. 1 ';‘ :

~ernment is therefore the fource of -all indufiry and wealth , and.the
B
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subJects, thould often fall into mlstakes, when they pre.
tend to decide maglsternlly upon it. " To explam how.
ever, 1rf some measurc, to the mostf oxdmary Ulldelsland,

taxes, Wthh alone can fupport government, ma} be conﬁdtrcd as thc
direé parent of every ‘blefling we enjoy.

:Allow me to ftate a fingle mﬁance, us an illofiration of the poﬁtmns
hereaffumed, ; ~The poft-office is one of the principal branches of r.
venue, whxch dcmves its organization 1 from’ the influcnce of govérnment,
Government ‘alone, by poffeiﬁng ‘the ‘mians of; dlreéhng the'! fcattered
efforts of mllhons of men towards one. point, has it in its power'to' nigke
all thofe httle efforts, which, feparately would be nothmg, When thug
umted to become 1rreﬁ{hble. If the poﬁ office ‘were ‘annihilated; whi
would be. the confequence? Without,’a’ régular "gOvern ment'to"take
ch'lrge of fuch a complicated bufinefs it never could hav
ed. .. Were individuals left to find out ‘channels ‘of conveyan e, the exy
pence would be mfupex ablo ;' were affodiitions to attempt 't the faie
obje&ion, would remain, The expence ‘would be _enormous, the filk'i iy
finite; and of coulfe all the channels of commerce would bé: fhut * llp
for ever.,

. This would be the cafe even when we conﬁder olir own 1ﬂand»0nly ]
but when we extend our thoughts beyond this ifland, the poft-ffice opens
to bur view 4 feene fo immenfe, {0 ﬁupcnduouﬁy grand, as e IE the
mind with wonder and aftonifhment., } for example, a7én
of Jetters into the poft-office, at-the expence of a few ﬂullm s diredy

‘ed to the moft remote corners of this habitable globe, and mlmedxately '

retire to reit, or play, or the convwxal cn_]oyment of my friend, with-
out the fnnllcﬁ: anxiety, well knowing that'in my fervice, mén will be
employéd continually travelling through night and day,’ for : days; for
weeks, for months, for years: ‘that" the moft ftormy feas will prefei;

- no, barrier to my commands ; that the deepeft fnows will Tiof: interript

the progrefs of my meflengers; that the bleakeft defarts will'bg' paﬂ"cd
to fulfil my will: nor will there he any relaxation‘in “their ‘exertions
till anfwers fhall be brought back from all the corners of the finiverfe,
Had any man faid that fuch a thing could be accomphihed by man be.
fore it had been adtually done; it would have been declared to'beits
terly beyon(l the reach of human powers ; yet fuch, évery niat in Bfi-
tain knows is the cafe ; and he regards it not, becaufe this 1§ donie wWith
o much eafe to himfelf as never to excite a thought in” his bofom. * It
is. government alone, however, whlch ‘effedts thls, and’ thoufanda of
other accommodations to every man; by the means of which ke:is en:
abled to carry on his trade with advantage, and 'to avail himfelf of ‘his
indufiry. ~ AL thlS it' is enabled to, do folely byr means of taxes,

*Tt ap[;ear.c 5)' b ﬂortml recorzlr, that in t/ze days of Ellzaée).'b,"w/}m ‘came
merce wwas not enlively in its infancyy no letter could be fent betweeﬂ'_EﬂglanJ

and Scotland. but by " accafignal mefJengers' s dnd- that the' Speedicft exprefsia}

that time took I'welw da_)s at leafl to £° 6;t et “London and Edinburgh,

R e e e s P 3 7 S 1 28T
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manner in which the paradoxical phenomenon I

gs e stated s ploduced ]et the followmvr fact be ad«

haV¢ here |

verted t0 i . . : ”
{le are many of tlmfe who call out loudly agamﬁ taxcs, ‘aware o
Lile 2 bencfits he denvcs from them; or of the dreadful {tdte to
thﬁ égﬁ?\letcwould be reduced, wele he dcprwed of the refources that-
w duftr ) .
thele aﬁoricioo}glagniernnzrexxt is another fource of clamour to unthmk-
Ti?eifm the prefent day; and the miultirude have be
ing hat wherever the ex ence of Govunment is fmall;
believe, * as 00d 5. and the . is is oneé of thofe arouments
mﬂﬁatcflrclullatfd to inflame the ; of the 'people bécaufe every'one
b natural, propenﬁty to belicve, .that men who have thé handxmg
fus abl ¢ mODeY, will mifapply, 1t———whxch is a truth that vvxll ot be de=
o Pli) rlan thinking perfon.—1 ‘hat fuch’ mxfapphtatlons may be found
med ) o):rcrnmcnt Thave no doubt and inour own-as ‘veadily ds any’
in every’%hxs is.a. good a.rgument for’ attentxon and a careful mve{hga-
Oth:f)f 'paru u rs: but asto the’ general Argument, which proceeds on
'tﬂ}(:e fuppoﬁtxon that abufes of any one governient r}mﬁ :lv\;a}"‘; 331::-
proportlon to the expence of it when’ tompared with that. o
.. pothing can be,more falfes. ;
";‘Jenc‘e of government fuft ever keep pace in fome meafure
the, wealth of ‘the people govcrned fm a very obvious réafon
fe no man will leave his prwa.te ‘bufinefs or amufemen:s,
ing is “fuch_as to permit him to indulge them, in order
£ appr “his tirhe to the ‘pablic - funétions of the State, unlefshe
‘fhall obtain emoluments proportioned to: what he would confider ai_ a
quﬂczent compcnfatlon for his, time. At the era of the T{mon,b o1
example, a mcrchant or m'mufdé’turer in Scotland, would: dlave :;eni
reckoned .2 very 1efpe&able man, who could, afford to fpend a bwtll rec
]»ounds a.year upon 1 ‘This family s b\..t at the prefent day it is no:_ mg
incommon to . find 2 merchant or manufa&urer there who can fpen
a.thoufund pounds a year ; , and a pr opo"tlonal advance has taken Izilate
in other ,departments. . 1t follows then, that one hundred pounds a
)ear, ﬂ:ould at the Unlon, havé been déemed nearly the ‘fame tempta~
tion for a man to abandon’ his private bufinefs, and accept of fome de~
]nrtmem under rrovernmcnt, as 2 t thoufand pounds would now be.
Can it therefore be fuppoftd that the fame bufinefs cax; now be car ne?
on by government, at the fame expence as formerly ? That is nntpoh-
fible.. , Does ot every man; in Edinbutgh know, that the falarics {(')t 1{ fc..
Judges were, lately conﬁderably augmented and that th(,y are F1 %
fow, that it is;with great difficulty government can find ‘an advocat :l:l 1o
abilities, who enjoys good bufinefs, that will accept of a gown, tih fxe.
has cither made -fo much moncy, or his become fo old, as to with fou
more eafe than ‘he can enjoy while praé’txﬁng at the bar. It is there-
fore“an. .unavoidable confequence, "that in a wealthy country, the e}x-
. pence of government mutt of neceﬁity be greater in proportion todt 13
funQions it has to perform than in'a poor one, altogether mdcpen ent
of mifmanagemient or other circumftances,
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On the banks of the river Leven, in Duml’iartoﬁﬂ,'{re',,
a small valley, not exceeding five miles in length,.an'(?
half a mile in breadth, there have been establifhed, Withip
~.the course o_f' ten or fifteen- years; manufactures to such,,an,v
extent, that the duties. paid: by this. small district élone-.in:
the year ending onthe sth of July 1792, amo'uh‘ted:.vto‘
the amazing sum;of L.55,618; 2's. sterling,  This districy
1s not ’equa:l"i:rrwe‘x-te_nt to ap‘_‘o;dihahy’ parith ;rand ‘Iits-'swhole‘
population is about a thousand souls..” Here, then, we fing
th‘a/t‘:; each person:. pays of public taxes, to the- axrlxéuﬁ.t.of;,
more than L. §5." ‘What a ruinous’ state must. these ooy
people bein! would eurnew: teachers.say.. Thns,theywould
éxultingly exclaim; if the: fact hads fallensundir theit no.
tice, must occasion such a ¢ drawback upon.the:industry of
“a nation; asto. create an: absolute impofsibility. for ’ﬂfpeoﬁje;‘
< t0 become righ; while such.an enormous-sim is annually
“.deducted from the:income of their labeur- and-ei»ndtiét:x;y, ”
But how do the facts tally with their reasoning ¥ S5 :
is it from: being an ahsolute impafiibilizy for the.manufacty,
Ters to become viji‘c__h, that there féever were mar?mfacturer;
in'a more thriving way ; nor almost any others: in. this
country who. became rich Wfth‘: gieater rapidity. 1 t
here again we might invest the reasoning once.moze, and
say, with much: greater truth, ¢ if the: manufacturess were
not growing uch, it would create “an’ absolite irfrii{)dfﬁs'iﬁiliﬁ
ty in them to pay such i_:mmer'xée:sﬁrﬁs,‘id—thé Trevenue. ,”for
no art whatever _9’41’;- 'sq‘desz;e.a"grq:at’. revenue. fg‘om@pbﬁtﬁ‘
and opprefied people. . o oo
From these facts may be drawn: three infe
great political impartance. 7 T U
The: first is, that since it appears: that in matters: of f
nance, the teal consequence of a measure’may be extremes
ly different from what might be expected-to result-from -
it, on the first supeérficial view of the subject, those wha

1

rences. of -

' ought t0 .
| geciding: upow them 3 seeing they' may -so readily be in~

i
by

)

A Z T |

o feei accustomed: to investigations of this naturi).
. have ot k & 7

be slow in adopting’ opinions, and cautious. irp

duced; from: a partial view: of - the subject, to judge erro=
neously*. S . : R | Xt
"+ Tho' T have slways. avoided toenter on party politics-in this mif=
cellany, and’ ‘of late _have waved' political: difcuffions of all forts, with:
mote. than: ordinary. care, in hopes that, the natural good fenfe of the’
ople of this country, would bring then to fee the futility'of thofe

| (rude notions. r’é{peéﬁh’g government Wwhich have been o' indufttoufly’

difleminated among them 3 but firding that thefe doétrines hdve béen:
rried much. farther than. there was reafon to- apprehend, and that,
opéﬁ:‘éttélhété begin to be’ avowed towards. fapping; the foundations of:
airhappy-conftitution, {.think myfelf called.on openly-to.avow myfelf’
x defender of that conftitution, under the proteting influence of which,.

¢his nation enjoys a degree of profperity, and its:inhabitants a-perfonal-

| fafety and -political: freedom, that: néver was equalled ini any part of the
i worlds-and which,: if oneg deranged,- there is too.much: realon, to fear-
| might never be '

coveredagain. e
N petfon who hias read my writings will fafpect that' asitlikely to:

! become the blind panegyrift of any minifter, or the fteady partizan of
| bis opponentss . With the profperity oradverfity of any. party, or the'
¢ coming in or guing out, _ ; :
1y ¢annotbut~fmile” when 1 hear' the-moral chara&er and immaculater
| principles of any.of thefe perfons, held up:to view as objedts of admi~
B! iztion'to the mudtitude. If the prefervation of this, ox any other na=
E | o1/ depénded “on " the virtiie of its Minifters, it would “fooni ‘be at ar!
i endy, The excellencé of ;our conftitution coniiftsin its power of refift- .
| ing even the influence of vice, and in.preferving the righits of men, in’
b fite’of the'cbriuption of courtiers, or the-venality of the people;. for”
the Jaft, T.am.afraid, is at. leaft equal to. that of the firft; and ought to-

g out. of office of any man, I take no concernj and

be guarded againft with equal care, It is this.univerfal protection ous

; conltitition “affords, cqually‘againft the vices of thoft of high and of
| low fation,. which: forms -the diferiminating feature that diftinguifhes. -
| it from all others fhat ever did:exift 5 and which I, as a real friend of.

the people, and a protedtor of thofe who' know not how to protect:

B! thémfelves, fhall endeavanr to preférve. from every, inconfiderate inno=

vation. .. . .

It has .beébiﬁé:dff laié the fzi"fhli;n%blé éry.tliat‘ all power ought to be

| entrufted. with- the people ;. 'as if we were not acquainted with the

milerable cffeks: that. have refulted from this kind of government, in:
every State that exceeded the fize of a good. parifh, or poffeffed the:

k=]

. means'of acquiring wealth, wher€ it hag been tried, from:-the beginning’
. of the world tillthe prefent time. . ° © S

Others cry loud for a refeorm in parliament, . 1f by a.reform is means
fuich“an alteration, ‘either in the laws, or thé mode of ‘election; as &

| changein the circumftances of the country fhall have rendered necefe
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!, "The: second.is, that since the tax may - be li'ght ‘ahd. edsy
to one part of the community, while it is severe and . op;
prefsive to another " part of it 3 and since- dt..will always

~happen that:wherever its.prefsure is Jight it will be a pro.

fary, T- can underftand- the meaning of it, and approve the principle;
Such alterations have in fact been made,from time to time, in ever

ages and it 18 by that means dur corftitution has gradualiy a-tained
the perfedtion it poflefles; and, by a continuance of the fame Pradtice
¢an ,alone .preferve it . But when they tilk of bringing back the ca;!‘/?i:
dution to'its.original flaté, or purityy-I-then fee that the. perfons who yfy
that language,:either do not thémfelves. underftand what they fay, o
they mean to impofe upon thofe to whon they Ipeak. | ‘Every:perfoy
in the leaft acquainted with the hiftory of our:conftitution, kinows, that
it was originally a moft licentious ariftocracy, in which the Nobies,
then -called: Barons, were every thing, and. the people nothing ;.if the
moft abjeét flaves deferve that name. ., Gradually the crown became the
prote&tor of the people, and emancipated them from, that: miferable
ftate of political thraldom under. which they had fo long: groaned. . The

tnonarch and the people, by mutually fupporting each other, :at length | i

became a -counterpoife to the turbulent nobles, : abd infolerit prelates;
and, by a feries of gradial and judicious ihnovations, ciuflied their en.
ormous power, and reared up that conftitution of which we now v
juitly boaft.  Thofe therefore who talk of, bringing batk:the conflitutiont
its original purity know not what they’ fayj or they mean, by, thefe
plaufible words, to impefe upon the igriorant. multitude. C

" Others talk of aradical reform of parliament, :which.:fhall Be calen:
Tated to guard againft e/ corruption in-time to, come,,. .Such a‘chagg::
twould be a defirable reform indeed ! but how is.it to be:dane?: Thi
they pretend to think would be effeCtually done, if- the. rights, of eles
tion were extended to all the people. 'There. are, I believe, in this king:
dom at the prefent moment, many. well-medning honeft men, Wwho feri
oufly believe, that, if this regulation: were adopted, almoft, everypo:
litical evil that ¢an diftrefs a State, would; be inftantly;removed.; J;
however, who have for many yeats:paflt bheen -attentive :to. the opera
tion of laws, have {o often feen, that the'effeét that refulted from cer:
tain regulations has been exceedingly different from .what.was expedled;
that I have acquired a degree of diffidence with regard to any.graf
alteration in government, that cannot be eafily removed, What might

be il the: political confequences of fuch.a great alteration, meither ; § :

fior any other perfon, cah at prefent forefee but that the effects would
be very different from what the favourers of this plan feem, 1o exped,
requires little political acumen to perceive.: I.thail endcavour to point
éut a few of -them. T e

-~ Let us fuppofe for a moment that the right of -eledting . members of
parliament fhould be lodged in the heads of families, univerfally, through
eut the whole of Britain; a5 this feems to be-.as natural a mode of

|

| potthe effe

Juctive tax,
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and: where it acts -as’ an' opprefsive "burden
soon the people, the revenue ‘afforded by it- wi‘llyb.ef-trif:-}‘.
li;lg- and inconsiderable 3 it :would seemv-that l¢gls]ators
who have 2 sincere desire to promote” the welfare of- the

gillatihg ’pop'ular'g:le'&ibns as any that can ’be‘ -conceived: - L fhall firfk
onfider what would be the effet of this regulation in A;own,sé‘«anc! next
m ;g?ti(isn’s;x\vithout taking into account the turbulc;nce"gﬁd ‘diffipa~
tion this'would-‘occafion, and the 'd:ﬂicplty of corre&mgv.abufes in the
pianieit of ‘voting, '&e,’ ‘oné’ nioft obvious-confequence would be, that
3'greai hlanl_lfa&ilrcll}"WhQ"‘C;rllP%ﬁ};’S many hun‘dre"is .of‘ handsf would
satirally poflefs the power of ‘giving ‘an equal mumber of votes: At
préfeilf"indecd;‘ while -the demand”for ~our m‘anufaéhmc.s: is fiich as to
ieed oyt powet to fupply,-and when of - cotirfe operative, hands are .
rce:d§th tequire to' be'courted,  this might not beialtogether the
+"but'ng foonek iwéuld ‘the number of hands be equal to, ar.greater
than the deéniand: for them, thati this'would be abfolutely; 'a:ngl meyxtably
- seiced 2xfoievery man'that voted contrary to the will of his maf-

1d b&turned out of ¢mployment;: T e
“iithe prefentfituation of *things the cafe might be-a little varied;
€. ¢ woilld ‘riot: be- materially -different.. - A dilcontented .
siobleinaii; ‘or perfon of high' rank; who- had loft his fortune by gam=-
ing ot other fafliionable-extravagancies, and who had not received all the
entolihentsfrom’ the minifter that he expedted, might demean him-

{elf fo far, as to’becoine @ -promoter of focieties and cluby: among

«; shé lower 'ranks ‘of -the people, under the {pecious pretext of alleviating

taxés, 'and reforming abufes ; of which they knew juft as much as he

i fhould b pleafed to tell them, This -perfon, or the.minion of a-mi-

treine vifpedt; “would fo effe@nally flatter their vanity, as to get themto
wote, Withiptit hefitation, -for any- perfon he pleafed to recommend.—
Othei*futéllites’ would be employed-tp flatter and hdrangue other fo- -

nifteror ‘the bedutiful wife ‘of-a" grandee; by treating them with ex- -

‘mémibers of thefe Tocietics, wouldknow 'either the talents or difpofitions
of -the peifon - for ‘whom' they voted 5 but ‘the minifter, - or.any other
man "~ who- thus ¢hofe to act, would eafily eflect his purpofe when he
pleafedis =1 Tonn o s e T i e
" In'the country, matters would be ftill worfe. At prefent we complain,

not‘without reafon, that a nobleman, who by thelaws of the land, has
Tio i‘ight-fo vote for a-member of parliament himfelf; ;ﬂmuld: attempt,
by ci¢ating'nominal and fimitions votes, to acquire an undqe influence;
‘and the courts- of juftice have, I'think, with much propriety, of late,
interfered to check this fort of fraudulent encroachient.. But what
sould ' happen- fhould this reform - take place, which fo many perfons
clamouroudly call -out for? Why thefe nobles and great men would a

| Getiesy“afidfo’the thing wyould go.on=—Not one “of thefe numerous

i gnce bé freed fiom an jmmenfe deal of trouble and expence they have
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people ‘intrusted to their care, could not -obtain 5 ‘ore
dnfallible rule for judging of the beneficial or hurtfu] tey,
.dency of any individual tax,-or its congruity or ~iucongrui.
“ty to the different local circumstances .of the country i
various places, than to remark what is the guantum of the
‘been hithefto pbliged to be at, in. at-.teﬁxpt‘ipg‘ i'n;_..va’in, to.obtain a de
-gree of influence not one “hundredth-part fo great as this law, at oe
:Atroke, Woulkd confer irpon:them. - All that the great ;proprietors-of lang
would then thavé.to do, woeuld be telcave their. tenants without leafes,
.as is atprefent :done in :many parts of England, fromthe fame miotive;
.and then, if ever a tenant’fthouldvote ‘differently -from what his lang.
‘Jord -wifhed:him to do, “he would be:fure to be:turned out of his farm,

*“'Thus-would a noble duke, or other perfon of ;great fortune, be able,

without trouble-or expence, to ‘make, perbips, five or fix county menm.
Dbers when he pleafed; foithat the frequency-of cle'é’cionszwould-give
‘him no difturbance.—Leffer proprietors, as happened of -0ld in the in
sfancy-of our -conttitution, before the principles -of fréedom grew upin
-it, feeling their own infignificance, and that they could onlybecame of con.
~fequence, by allying themifelves withtheir powerful'neighbours, would pay
-them homage, that they in their turnmight receive proteétion. The frce.
«dom of which we juftly boaft at prefent, would-thusbe,’in a moment, ¢f.
fectually-deftroyed; and in-a few years; we fhould e as defpicable flaves,
-as thofe of Poland or Ruffia now are. "Thefe confeq:ences are clearly the
~refult of the meafures fo.warmly recommended by even ithe-moderate
part of thofe who ftile themfelves the ‘friends . of ithe people.. .As to
-thofe who wifh to dmitate the conduét of France, it difcovers fuch s
.degree of infanity, that to pretend 4o reafon with them wétild be high.

i "1y ridiculous, Thofe who cannot fee at-once-the ruinous tendency of

-the conduét -of that people, for fyfteni of government it cannot he
.called, could not be convinced, were one even raifed from -the dead
:to warn them of it. : : Sl R

From 'thefe flight {ketches, which might be extended much farther,
1 fhould fain hope, it would be made apparent, that the bufinefs of a
-reform in government, is-a matter-of much'greater-intricacy, and more
ferious difficulty, than many perfons{eem at prefent to apprehend ; and

" will he convinced that the wifeft thing that can be done, is to avoid

bafly and indigefled innovations, or great -altérations -of any fort ; and
that this ought to be particularly guarded againft, at.a time -when the
sminds of the multitude, heated by wild and impracicable notions, ru
arifk of influencing the decifions of even the higher ‘orders of the com-
anunity. Tt is a maxim in private life; -that no.man ought to ad, ina
«afe of importance, while‘he' feels himfelf under the .influence of any
Atrong paflion or prejudice : ‘The rule will equally apply to the cor

-auct of men, in regard to public affairs,

| of the peaple, im every part of the country,

A

gevenue arising from that tax, in Pl".’IL’(’-rt“’f.r‘1 td the fium ot

The third -iﬂnfercﬁbé_ is; that as ,taXé’s" i genéral , prefa
iefs sevetely “upon -»thc'_~~iﬁhabitgn‘gs. .:)f largc E,an(}..QP?-
lent: towns, .a:nd ~trading’ and: cpmr?xcrc;'af dlS tncts, tha;\l ‘o'n
distant rural provinces; Wh"ei:c wealth and commerce have
ot bgen fully ‘establifhed, it “eotiséuence thi
';‘:g':i:;::ors;::yzlién' about: t:'q . éadP:t any ,‘ﬁ'slc‘?liiég‘;l‘l’latllos,
fhould " nét Fotsn o judgerieat - of ts cfects WEOL S
community at large; from what they observe :1§ wﬂl pro-
duce o the “pebple’ in ~thei‘r, imr‘i’md}atgt ;n_€'1ghb°:"?r},l?9d5
but they -onght to be particuldrly df;;-ex?t}wve 1 f;o;" obscrve
;i§haﬁv‘<will"-bé‘~its‘-:dpgrzftio‘n apon 'ch‘-it ,dxs-tant» provmces,m
onder that it may'be adapted 16 the circumstances dnd situe-
ior of thi - provinces. - “For .if the ,‘regulauonv fbgll bc
b(s'the industry’ of the peoplé in ‘-t}xesg - poor
ji‘)fd#lnc,es it w?lluotonly be there unproductive itiélf’

but it will;'in the most effectual mapner, rendet a}} #.‘ovth.er

qanes anproductivé, and keep the people’ éver podt, dis-

4 incdpable - of ‘C{intrib’t}t‘mgv-thelf ﬂlare tqvgrds

teve auie of ftil]é"'s?éféi. and of course w1}1 fgndf.r

‘o In these cir- .

“§t'is of gredt “cotisequence that

.tjl'fé’»«'bﬁ :den-moré heavy: u"P'Oﬂ fhe' ’i)'th.ers.' In these i
cut s it becones the duty of a wise legislator, not

cumstd

from. pmmplg:s of humanity alone, but in compliance

with'thé ‘dictates” of 'ngtufaif--equivty'a_md-soll;'nd"}‘p"ol"‘ibc.‘y,ﬁ;so
to ﬁ-ﬁg‘&’té every - burden imposed, as fo be ex’agt,b:. pro-
portioned to the circiumstances of the d1‘str1c1‘:-,'-a.n§l gbx-htxes
of ¢ ole, ir wherever that
cabedones, oL of the ef
_ Upon these prineiples T wifh to take a' view of the et-
facts of the tax upen coals, carried coastwise, in Bntf-am,
ipoy hie prodperity” of the people, the industry of diffe-
rent distiiéts, and the amount: of the né:’txpna‘l revenue ;
and I think I fhall be able to thow, that it has been extgxle'
C .
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dcd to many parts of the country where it nevey
to hana taken place ; where it has long operated
bar to I‘IdUSFFYi and as a 1’9gulatio£1 Lllighly opprefsive
.very numerous people and t.h'ét,b)this;«;‘égulatién was or]
ginally adopied, and has. been since blindly coﬁ?s o
0 the gi‘eat”d_inzz’gz)_zz?n of tbe j'z,qt;zb,z‘ml .ra‘ve:.z‘ue merelmu;d’
cause its consequences had,”n:o_t bée‘p;_: adverte’d 'to"atyﬁrs?

ST ek uIst

ought
as 3
toa

nor_hi_tl}e’ﬁ;o‘ sufficiently attended to,

- Long before the union, a duty had been imposed up
coals Carri‘e‘d goastxyisc m E.»”g/“.’."l(l"; ‘and ‘as': the 'C“(‘)‘ais g}’lon-
carried coastwise there, had .been consumed  chicfl b
London, tbe,’we,alﬁhi emporium of the, emplrc '.V;\;l.lel?; x'n
was found to be a PFOduCtiYé,"_gndvfc:o;xi,séiqltziél'lvl:lyA not N

,opprefsive tax, it seems to, have . been hex‘lce‘,-r»aﬂ{] ,goalg
cluded, that if the same tax 'ﬂlbﬁ‘ld'be%etxt‘éﬁ(iédyto ril
other parts of the empire, neither wouldit beop }é{},{a '
there, and that of course it wo,u;l"dy;yié].a ’é“g};al;;év‘;c
nue. , S T e
_According to this mode of reasoning, the Britifh 1 at
liament, in the year 1710, when the te;ap};;’a;y Taw, Iim

. posing a duty on all coals carried coastwise to any part in

ZEEngIaud, from the ports of Newcastle and Sunderland, ex.
pired, a new act was obtained, imposing a duty,of 3.3‘.18 d
Jper ton, upon all coals g;aﬁit;d 'qqastwi‘sﬁév ﬁ'om 1;1;6".;'(.’.01' tm_;}
other ports in Britain, ‘to any part in the ’isléﬁd‘,yth;)ugﬁ.
the commifsioners for Scotland had vgaifm‘lyiozl.)p)o'séd' fhi§
‘clause at the union, and effectually ve;{c]udéa'if‘fréﬁi Ab‘eing
then adopted 5 because they knew it ,w‘és not‘ compatlble
with the circumstances of the pebpl'érc;f this count1y and
would prove ruinous to the industry of the natlon. o
»'I;he same arguments would have Aappl‘iéd‘_‘ tosex(eral .pla.
ces in E gland and Wales, had they heen'hdvértéd’ to at the
time ; but the cause of the poor at that time, as' at manf
others, was not adverted to ; because they'h;zd nbbody to

s
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pepresent their case; and because. the richest and most
nanufacturing and commercial districts, both in Scotland
and England, were not’ to be materially affectgd by that
jaw, In England, the large extensive and manufacturing
counties of Yorkj as also 'Weéstmoreland, Lancafhire,
Shropfhire, ¢ quse{_'si’ng‘jnexba@stiblé mines of coals,
| hich could be distributed to the manufacturing inland
| counties every where, by means of the Ouse, the Trent, the
Humber and the Severn'; and the rivers or canals leading
f {rom ot to them, were not in the 's'mailést deg_rég affected
by it and in Scotland the fhires of Renfrew, Lanark, and
| Ayr, every where "abqqnd_ing in coal ; together with that
| Jic and populous district along the frith of Forth, the legal

| jimits of which had been fixed at St ‘Abbs Head on the
E south; and’ the Red Head on the north, being, as a frith,

| ot liable to pay any 1c()a;l‘ ‘duty, were also unaffected by

! this law: * But the places beyond that, being then poor,- and.
; in a great measuré unknown, and at that time chiefly sup-
' pliediw'i:t:}:f: fuel ‘fri;nf t"h‘é‘plehtiful peat mofses which then
sboundeéd there, did not oppose the law, and were of
3 c()u"rsé“’ﬂisfé:g".ardc'd; B o ‘ .
Thus, iwas establifhed, by the ]‘S;itifh parliament, unweet-
| jigly, & fiscal “regulation, which has proved, in its opera-
| tion, the most hurtful of any law that ever was adopted
| ina‘civilized® country; and it has since been continued
| unrepealed, merely ‘because the baneful influence of its
operation§ have not been sufficiently adverted to.
To obtain an increase of revenue could be the only
% notive for"originally imposinig that tax : but the experi-

| ence of neat ‘a century Has proved, that, in this respect,

| hose 'whiilfé(‘:o'mmehded it had judged erroneously ; and
- if administration had been as attentive to the general in-
' terests of the people; as they ought to have been, or had

b idverted to the rule for discriminating between oppref-

B s ik s a4 e
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sive and easy taxes, above establi{hcd,-it'would have beex
long ago taken off from those places where it was unpro.
ductive, and where of course it operated as a bar tq in.
‘dustry. But as this rule seems not to have been thought
of, there has not, hitherto, been any attempt made to dis.
criminate. in matters of this sort. ~ o

- Thig has; however, been done 71 part, by the commis.
tee of fifheries above mentioned ; for, in the course of
: their investigations; having found -that one great cause of
the poverty of the people in the remote parts of Scotland,
{,5' ~ from which arese that impotf,’:pcg with regard to the pay.
' ment of taxes, which so. forcibly struck them, was the
want of fuel, occasioned by the high price of coals whey

g loaded with a duty, they naturally withed to know what
¥ was the amount of revenue - arising from. that :destruc.
3 ' tive tax. Their words are here equally clear and deci.
’ sive as in other parts of their rep.pft. R
4 | ¢ It appears from accounts-laid on your table,-that the

: © . “whole nett duty collected on coal over.a// Sgotland, dogs
“ not exceed L.3000 a-year; #hich furnifhes the most con.
“ vincing proof to your committee, that the present dy.
“ ties.are too high, and operate more as a prohibition o
“ the use of the article, than as a benefit to the revenue.”
[p. 124.1 REEI g SERTRE
- 'The inconveniences tewhich the inhabitants are subjec
ted on account of this duty, are thus justly stated by the
same committee : - The labour of the inhabitants. of thos
¢ parts where the fitheries would be best carried on, bsing
¢ employed: for the greé;@st part of the summer in provi-
“ ding fuel for themselves.or others, it-appears, to. your com-
¢ 'mjtt;e_e, that a remifsion of the duty on, coal carried. coast-
“ wise, would enable the people to purchase coal at a mo-

“ derate price ; would remove cne of the great obstacles to

& their collecting themselves together in towns.and villages,
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« gnd allow them to employ the symmer in prosa.cuting the
| « gfheries, and other branches of .1ndustryf”_!:lb1t?.]

It did not fall within the objgfct.o.f' their mqu'lry? to as=~
certain the amount of this tax in dxﬁergnt parts of Eng-:
Jand, or in Wales, whose circumstances hnearly .res.eml')}.e
those of Scotland, and where I can:have no _fioubt Fhli'
E ox will -be equally anproductive -and op}?refswe« ;-but X
trust, that when an .investigat'io.r% pf this ktmd <{hall. be at-
tempted by an enlightened minister, he will --?ercexve t-hg
very great detriment ‘that accrues ‘to tfh.e nation at large;
| fiom the operation of this cruel, impolitic, and unproduc-. |
' (ive tax; and some others that operate in: 'th-e same mannery
| and the prodigions defalga‘cipn.of revenue it has long occasi~
| oned : and will of course, at once, abolifh it in alt vpl-ac‘c?,f‘
; yvhe;evex situated, where it fhall appear, from the scanti-
i nefsof ‘the revenue afforded by it, that it has‘therc ope-~
| jated as a bar to the industry of the people, ‘and by that
means has been a cause of general poverty axfxong them,
It isbbyl _attentions of this sort, to the real interests of
the lower clafses of the people intrusted to his care; that .2
minister fhould lay the sure foundations of a lasting farr{§-§
| and not by aiming at that Kind of temporary power .which
! s to. be obtained by augmenting the influence of rich and
luxurious monopolizers, or by cherifhing wealthy commu-
nities and. corporations, which strive to reprefs the indus-,
!ty of distant parts of - the country, that. they themselves.

i

Believing, as- I myself do, that Britain never did pofsefs
» minister.who was more capable than the present one, of
judging of :the measures that ave hurtful or beneﬁci‘a}.to
the country 3 and: being willing to-hope that he will be 1n-
clined to promote the general interests of the country, i
tightly. informed of facts respecting those remote parts,

- may. be - the. greater gainers by thas superiority which-
|| they have already so decidedly obtained. :

/s
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which he has no opportunity of observing himself, T thiyy
it my duty, in this manner, to-do what I can to bring to-his
view, the real state of a part of the country, which has k.
therto attracted a very small fhare of the attention of govern:
‘ment; and which, if it did obtain a proper fhare of its
notice, might become one of the most valuable Provinces
of the Britith ~empire :, so that instead of being a burdey
upon the revenue, it might ‘come to be a flourithing anq
productive district.  1f. others, who are more nearly inte.
rested in the prosperity of these remote regions than my.
self, and who equally know the situation. of the. people,
thall embrace the opportunity: that is now-offered. to them;
without tumultuous combinations, or factious clamour,
calmly to represent the state of the country where they
respectively inhabit, in true colours, withoat exaggeration
or disguise, and point out the circumstances that have
most contributed to deprefs the people, and the means of
bettering their condition, I fhould think there 1. every
reason to believe, that this kind of information would
have its due weight ; as it ever ought ‘to have with the
rulers of a nation. AL IR Ias
And as every person who lives in the remote parts of
Scotland, must know, that no one.circumstance has contri:
buted more effectually to reprefs the industry . of the
people; and to prevent the establifhment of manufactures
among them, than the want of coal ; and as they must be
sensible that the coal tax there, has ot contributed to-
wards “ the good of the whole kingdom,” but quite the
reverse ; ‘and that it has evidently been imposed without
a due regard “to the circumstances and abilities,?" of
that part of the kingdom 5 aud as they must also see;
that so long as the present coal duty f{hall continue to
be levied there, that no efforts within their power can-
ever render the people easy and independent-in circum-

g
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yet as it does not appear that parliament was.

ver properly apprised of these circumstances, we cannot
¢ ‘ .

o much accuse that body of improprict'y of cqndx.lct, as
the inhabitants themselves of ‘ctﬂpable neigl.lggch? in not
enting these circumstancés‘to pgrhgmept. -"Th,cy
ought, therefore,‘surely. ‘to embrace the present o?pqrt:.
jity, of publicly declaring what they knczyv respecting the
operation of the cpal tax there § thaf: n‘%lthgr the prgsent»,
por future ministers, may have it i.n thelr._power.to_plea.d
ignoranc\e as- an -excuse for ‘any impropriety of conduct

| vith regard to the circumstances of these distant regions.

It is thus, and thus only, that the more wealthy inhab.i-
tants of these districts, can free themselt'¢s from blgn}e in
the eyes of their descendants. R .

Let me then ‘exhiort my countrymen, instead of busymg
their heads about wild and impracticable systems. of refon.n,
asthey are improperly called, to turn their attent‘idn to d}s-.-
cover those real evils that occasion distrefs to their friends

and dependants, and point them out distinctly to the mia

nister and: parliament 5 who béing thus informed as to th§
real state of those remote countries, may be enabled to
adopt such measures as fhall tend effectually to relieve

them ; and thus add to the “ general good and prosperity

| of the whole:? It is now ten years since I first beheld, in

| person, the state of that country ; and was witnefs to the
| nisery under which the people groan, because of the

Ihave not ceased to embrace every proper opportunity of

| pleading their cause, with all the energy in my power.

| My efforts have not been seconded with all that ardour
that might have been expected, by those who would be

B chicily benefitted by the prosperity of these poor people :

f but I cannot persuade mysclf that the present opportuni-
ity will not be embraced; and I am inclined to hope,

o o tax, and: similar injudicious regulations. . Since then,
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that i by thid medns a salutary system of legislation fy,
,‘xhose palts,of the country ﬂmll begm to be adopted the

, .mmve sxmphcuy of manners ,

cennected —-—and ‘most of these W  "

becn suggested by occuxrences that fell under his OWn ‘ob!
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‘ Extracta‘ from Szr Fobn ;Smc/azr’.r Jtamttcal ac‘comztqu fScol-

N land. . S
“ The fuel commonly made use ‘of, is peat 3* which i§very

expenswe, especially in ‘the south parts ‘of the patifhi;-which

_lie'at a great distance “from ‘mofses. ““Some people of late

' have begun to use coals, both* “Seotch and' Enghfh which

would be, by far, the cheapest fhiel; ‘weredt not: burdened
with 2 most unreasonable tax”.' [M1 ]amestxln, Ellon,
Abcxdeen{hue, vol. iii. p. 101.] ia

L« There is'no other fuel than“coal. If we wete not al
most prohibited from using 'Scotch - coals, with one’ sof the

: most unreasonable duties that was ever unposed iz 35 84

“

Tk

per ton,

| [ 25 1%
no other coals would be used. ” [Mr Geo. Tod,
Lyemouth, Berw1ckfh1rc, p. 116.]

« The mhabztants of that part of the pan{h whlch is si
tated upon Loch: Tine szde, labour under a very great dls«
advantage with regard to fuel.. The peats there are
scarce, and at such a dlstance, on the tops of hlgh steep,

“and rugged mountams, that they are carned to the houses

ata very great expence. . At the same t1me, the greqt dxs-
tance from the low country, and the crofsnefs of the naw-
gation, render the freight of coal very hlgh but, as if
these natural disadvaptages were not sufficiently dlstrefsmg,
the coals are subjected to a very heavy duty. Whatever
may have ‘been the orlgmal cause of this- tax, it- is astoni-
fhing that the legislature of a freé and enllghtencd nation,
ﬂ\ould have so long contmued a duty so opprefsxve and
yamal and whlch s0. dlrectly counteracts every attempt’
that can be made to improve those remote parts. of the
kmgdom.” [Mr Dougal M‘Dougal Loch- g011-head and
Kilmorich, Argylefhire, vol. iv. p. 194.].

¢ Peat mofs is also becoming scarce. This would really
,be an advantage, if the absurd and opprefsxve tax on coals
were repealed, which puts it out of the power of the poor
people to purchase coals. - [Dr Samuel Copland, Fmtxay,
Aberdeenthire, p. 238 1- ’

“ The great, and almost the only drawback which the pa-
rifh sustains, is_ the want of coals. - Our distance from these
is about sixteen miles, which renders their catnage by

lnd very expensive; ‘and the unreasonable, opprefsive -

tax laid upon coals imported, renders their carriage by sea
still more burdensome.” . [Mr James Yorstoun, Hoddom,
Dumfrxes{hne, P- 353-1

“ There are coals at the distance of nine or ten miles;
. but they are not so good as those to be had in Bally’

castle, in Ireland ; from whence, or from Ayrﬂvre,
. ; D “- . R \
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- vol.iv. p. 83.]

of fuel.”  The ‘common ‘tenants and ‘cott

L6 ]
ihcy would readxly carry them, were it mot for the tox
1mposed upon coals carried coastwise, which is a great

_hmde1ance to this pa1t “of ‘the countly ”e [Mr Davxd

Campbell,’ Southend, Argyleﬂure, P 364.]

“The fuel commonly used is_coal, brought from' the
frxth of” Forth ‘and sold at the harbour of Al‘broath
at 6s. 6d. a cart load being” 72. stonel * But upon “all that
pafa the Red Head northward twete is 4 tak of 18%d. ‘pei

,boll There are 1ndeed still some Whm and broom i in'the

country, but ‘the supply ‘from these'is become, by the im.
provements in agrlculture, exceedmgly scarce,” [
]ohn Carnegle, Invelkeﬂm, ]?orlar{hlre, P 280] ‘

« H the attention of government: .could 'be “Awakien
the many ‘evils arising from the 11‘npolmc tax 6n’ coals,

’and could be prevalled upon to substitute some other ‘tes

venue in its stead; it ‘would’ be an efSential benefit o the
north of Scothnd in general “and fo thls'ﬁxoﬁmée in ‘pai-
ticular.? ~[Mr Levus Gordon, Dramy, Morayﬂure,

“A dxsadvantage much felt in this’ pan(h is <the scmcxty

chiefly upon turf * , the peat mofsés bemg almobt éxhavsted,
The proprietors and ‘better tenants brmg coals frém
Sunderland or Newcastle ; but the hxgh price; owIng ‘to

the duty on this article, puts these beyond the reach of
:the poor.” [M1 Alexander Flaser, Klrkhxll, Thiver
nefsthire, ib. p. 122.] i e

¢ Nature-has denied coal to this- parx(h and that wani is

“more sensibly felt by a tax of 2 5. the 'boll "upon ™ impor-
‘tation.” [Mr Robert Hamnh, Stnckathrow I'olfar~
Ahire,  p. 214] :

* By tmfus here meant the sod: pared from the: surface of heatb ground,

“The brufh and roots render it in some measure. capable of. bemg consi=
‘med slswly by fire ; but it is 2 miscrable substitute for fuel, . Pd!f-

r
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o The principal dlsadvantage ‘under whxch this parith
laboms, is the scarcity of fuel. —-—-—-'I he few’ heutors and
the bettei sort of farmexs, povv burn eoal But it is of
the greatest dlsadvantage tothe parllh to - ant fuel, of
not to get coal at an_easy rate ;. for it costs generally
25 2d. the barl el and the fnrmeia and cottagers spend
all the summer, and part of the harvest, in procmmcr some.
bad turf " [l\’Ir ]ames Urquhart Feam, ’ Rofsﬂnre,
p.297:]

“The condmon of the people mlght be amellmated conn
sulerably, could they | have coals duty free, [p. 298 JT"_SO'
that, in. o€, word, the only means whereby “the” condition
of the EeoPle could be ameholated ne*{t to better seasons,v
Would e, for the 1egxshtu1e to allow coals duty frce ’\"
.[P 304_.] :

(¢ Bug perhaps the greatest barrzex agamst hou[hold in-
austry and manufacture among us, is “the scarcity of fuel
in/many,, parts of the country. A humau being, pmched‘
thh cold, when confined within doors, is- always an in-
active being,. The day light during 1 winter, is spent by ma-

ny,of the women and children in gathering elding, as they

call it 5. that s, stxcks, furze or broom, for fuely and the:
 evening, in warming | then' ﬂnvermg Jimbs before the scanty

fire it produces. COUld our legislators be conducted
throuch this pan{h in the winter months;. ‘could’ the:

. ,,ords and Commons, durmg the Christmas recefs, visit

“the cottages of the poor through these parts of the united
kingdoms, where nature. hath: re,uc;ed coal, and zbezr laws.

! have more than doubled the prxce of it, this would be

AAAAAA

ohakeSPeare 5 ¢ wholeaome physic; ” and would, more than:
any thing else, qmcken their invention to find wa)s “and
means of supplying the place of the worst of faws.” [Mr
]ohn Graham; Kirkenner, Wigton county, p. 147}
These extracts might have been made more numerous

i it Lad been judged proper 3 but the above are sufficient




- equally susceptxble of it, convexted to:as; beneﬁ,malgpurpo-
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to, {how the. umformlty of .opinioh, and the exact sxmxla.
rity of 1deas that prevall In;every: part of.:the! counuy oii
this SubJﬂCt. e om0
It is from.motives- of humamty only, and private eqpe.
ﬁxency, that these imen speak.. I pléad for:a repeal of the
coal tax, not. lef from:these: motives;  than: from those: of
natural justice; and political expediency. In:Scotland;
the.. coal: countries . are . d1v1ded from : those which: hive
none, by, stupenduous, mountains, through ‘which.it, cis-im.
pofsxble to.carry coals by means, of rivers: and canals, as is:
done through the. central counties.of England.» The: sed.
is in fact the,  only channel: through.which Wéidhty c'ovm.'v

modmes can. ever be:carried . from - .one part;of.that couny

try. to another. Thxs 1is, indeed, ‘the: only ipublié; road: that
can there be establifhed.
road, is like taxing.the waggonsion the king’s:high way
in other parts of the country,.: - It~ is banithing:: manafacy

+To: tax coals: going..on:that:

tares for ever,.from innumerable  places; which:pofsefsjin’

every other respect, conveniences for :manufactures’and
for trade, that cannot be equalled, in..any:other. part.of
Eu.ope. I speak this w 1t1}_emplms;s_,,,because- I kiioweit.
to be true ; and because T know.that,.if the: coal duty:be.
taken off, this will in time be discovered,. to:the astonifhs
. ment. of Europe 5. though it may . perhaps be.long after. I
am laid into my grave. - We have already. seen; that.ifa

very small district in Scotland, manufactures ‘have: risen -

in a few _years to such a hexght as,to,afford a revenue of
more than L. 55,000 a-year... Wcre all:the places 1n; these
regions that are now depnved of, coals, and - hxch are,

be mconcewably great : .
The people, both in Scotland and similar ate
places in England, have also reason to complam that thls

-
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»s imposed upon them contrary to the natxonal faith

tax w
Pledng at the union’: for noone can éver serxously ‘maini -

tain, that this tax was ever imposed, either withoaldiie ¥éd -
d ¢ to the; good -of the ‘wholé,” or"d- réspec” tois the

gar
mcumstances ‘and 'abilities” of: the- people.v LA

" Those! who inhabit-the iwest codst of * Britaiii: have Stk
farthét réason ‘to complam that they 'have’ béen t ated
with' smgular severity: in régard’ to ‘this ‘article
f Irelarid - have'béen perfmtted to’ 1mpor a8

theipeople’:

many coals ‘as’they- ‘pleased; from’ Britain, at! the Tow: duty,

of:gy diper tony they thiemselves have been debarred from,
obtaining’ this Hecéfsary 6f1ife
néarly PrvE times thiat dtilount. “What * Was'' ‘the pelicy

- yihichcould induce thé But:fh pmhament ‘toéstablifl

sychranrunnatural: dxstmctxon, it is hard to~say'; ‘biit cét-
tainly itzcould not be a-desireto augment the revedue of
Britainyfor= by allowing the: Irlﬂn toek' salt'from *Liver
pool;iwhichrthe Britifhiare also: proh1b1ted from’ obtalnmg,f
tégether with: ‘coal on thist low duty, 'the Irifh are ena-

bled to: manifacture salt; ‘on'siich ' easy terms, as to” have

citablifhiéd @eotitraband ‘tiade in ‘that article along all the
west: coasts of Britainj which  no “huaman power, under
thebes: cxrcumstances, ever éan prevent, to such an extent

thatthes fevenue of “Britdin has' been diminithed thereby‘
to the Jathount: -of *at least A'HUNDRED THOUSAND. POUNDS a-~
yeary which the writer héreofindertakes to substantxate, if

ever-lig' fhiall be properlv called upon for that purpose.

Finally;andato ié1se “this long memorial; let'it’ be ad®
verted thit ‘the difficulties the  people labour under in
those!regions; owmg to ‘the injudicious’ ‘coal tax, and a few
otherequully “impolitic: regulations; have excited'there’, a
spirit for emlgratmn, that ought not o be looked ‘on’ thh‘;v'

indifferénice’s’ for*the “pérsons’ whom we ‘fhall “thus lose;

are “amohg the moSt uncorrupted in ‘their . morals, and'T

inlefs” under a“duty of -

Pl
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Would be amorng the most mdustnous in the island, if they
had it in:their power,, Whatcvcl, therefore is calculated t0

ameliorate their lot in: hfe,,ought to ‘claim' a Partlcul'ur . B

gree of gttention, not only from the mild phllanthloplsz but
also. from the enhghtened statesman - and' certainly, one

of the,‘ﬁrst steps. towards, that amehoranon, will be a

removal, of the . CO"ll dut.y. , At present, they beheve
they are. neglected:. by, those m power; and, t}‘at no
hope of bettering their cond1t1on remains. Wcre this hope
awakened; by a well txmed‘ attention, it mlght be . proy
ductwe of very happy effect

4 ;:7“:? R 5 Do
It is seldom that a. mmx]ster has itdn; hls powel to gra.

,tlfy the withes of the peeple, by. rellevmg ‘them  from

opprefsive tax, while he by, this . means will. at the, same
time augment the ‘revenue,: This singular case; occurs in
the present mstance. k. SCamely .therefore; can, be per-
suaded that &, person” of such- pgrspicuity, of Judgement
as our present minister is, wll,ll: hesitate one moment about
granting the relief proposed. Thus W,il‘l;_heﬂde.sf-?récidilyf coqr
ciliate. the favour of thousands in the present, day»,;éndi
obtain the veneration .of millions in. future, times. ..

Py
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 POSTSCRIPT. vt
Thr remarkablc rise on. the price of. coals of late, it
Edmburgh, and- its neighbourhood, merits;..as, it. has ;ob-
. tained, the attention of the Magistrates, . whose .. liberal
conduct, in giving bounties to a great amounf,.a aud. other
cases, tending to lower the price of that necefsary article,
foust obtain the warmest approbaticn: of every, enlighten-
ed member of the community. It must, however, be e
gretted, that while they confine their views merely to lo:
cal circumstances, their efforts cannot be ploductlve of
“that efsential relief which the beneficence of thex: inten.
tions deserve. .

”

,,causes,
ug “from work, fot the purpose of’ foi‘cmg the ¢oal owners

r gt 1

.\ the prcsem: time coal js selling at oné _/bzilmg instead

of ﬁdgperzce per cwt. thé usual sellmg pr?ce heré, till with=

in 4 few monthis past
been, 1 pait, dccasioned by sothe “Eoal pits on™'the frithi

" This"‘énormots ise ‘of price has

wearmg ‘out, or-being drowned, o} abfmdoned from other
‘but cbzqﬂ_y from’ the coa'[h.rs, by ‘concert, abstam-

to give them hlgher Wages “Now, as the wéges of this

Cafs'of men is already 6’ hxgh"-that they ¢an "afford to

live four o five’ days on“the moiey they ¢dn” earn’in one;

they have had it in their ] power, withéiit  subjecting them- o

selves to very great hardfhlps, o diminifh the quanuty of
¢oals’ bi‘ought to “mdrket 10-an’ astbmﬂnng dégtee; and thus
enhiance the pnce Weére their demand granted it 1s plam

,they ifotld be énabled t6° produce a ‘similar’ scarc1ty, toa

yet greater amdonnt, whenever' they pleased. * No* well in-
siod person, theréfore] can wifh to see an attempt

ptodure a «tempomry a]levxatlon of the present

dlstre{s by ‘this’ mcans. - S
“But if theé ‘conl owners 4n’ this country, from a want of

«concert and unanimity, as'at ‘Newcastle and Sunderland

“and by grasping- each ‘to undermine another, for the sake

of a small temporary advantage of sale, or otherwise, have
sibjected the’ pubhc to the inconvenience they now feel,
4 are of course unable ‘tosupply ‘the demand, it sure-
ly becomes the duty of that public to look after the gene-

1l concerns, by adopting such liberal measures, as fhall

terid to obviate similar inconveniencies in time to ¢ome.’

- Since,-then, it is notorious that the coal owners within
the limits of the frith of Forth, are unable to supply the
consumption of the persors' within those limits, insomu:zh
that a vefsel must now lie, on an average, about two
months before fhe can obtain a cargo, which raises the

dreight to an astonithing amount: And since Eoglifh
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coals are at present excluded from coming hither, o g,
gount of the coal duty ; it is submitted to the Lord Py.
vost and Magistrates, and the Inhabitants of tlus place in
general, whether, in the present state of the country, any
measure can' be plopoaed that would so effectually tend
fo: afford a radxcal and lastmg cure for this evil, as to ap-

" ply to ,have the coast_lng,duty taken. off coals ,:and whes

ther, if they.thall be convinced of this, the present dj.

strefs of the. people, arising from, this cause, does not call |
“upon them to lose as little txme as, poﬁslble in representing

their case to. parhament and humbly praying for relief,

- Other persons who feel themselves, distrefsed by this duty, |
~ will surely see that po. other mocje is o hkcly to afford
_them the relief wanted,

Ido not wifh to embarrafs thg ,present questmn \nth ex%s

traneous ‘matter, farther than merely. -to hint, that if coals'
are pe1m1tted to be exported to foreign parts; the quanti |
~ ty left for home con,sumption will be the sroaller ; and tht J

if revenue is the chief object fof permitting this exportg. |

.tion, the duty fhould be as “high as the trade -can pofsibly |
~ bear. A revenue. of more than L. 50,900 a-year is raise] 8

jin Holland, as I have been: afnured from good authonty,

;upon Buitith, coals only, Mlght not sound policy re ]

Auire, that, an grticle which may be. exhausted but which
‘cannot be augmented by human art, ought to be tayed,

ot bome, to the utmost extent it. can bear ? N01 is Hol-
Jand the only nation to which this reasonmg will apply 5]

. but ver 61:77: Jat.



