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@ Thisisa fpecxes of Statute—labonr, performed by the Country people, who ,

are compelled to work on the Repan- of the Roads, thhout any recompence,
twelve days in the year. - . :

the Feudal laws, to fue, i
ht which a Lord poﬂ'eﬂ'ed accordmg to _
" for, axlxsd tx};;e::‘;gt, ﬂvl"; propertg of. hlstllam, or Vaﬂal, when he hap;:ened to dxe
’ N N

mthout heir dn’eé’c. S .

! W T D : .

,s 1 R E_, S R
HAVIN G entxrely devoted my txme, and’ my abxh-
ties, to the fervice of your Ma)eﬁy, fince you have_
called’ me “to ‘the poft T oceupy, it is. doubtlefs to-me: a
fource ‘of fupreme complacency, ‘that I have to render to

© your MaJePcy a public account- of ‘the fuccefs of my
labours, and of the a"fual f’cate of your Fmances. »

But whatever val ue a falthful Servant ought to fet on
fuch'adifclofure. of his condudy, T had’ however reno"nced X
this fatlsfa&lon I had made this'one facrifice 1 more, after fo
~ many others, if I had not thouOht that the opennefs and the
authen t1c1ty oﬂuch an account mxght tend mﬁmtely to] pro- ‘
mote the welfare of your Majeﬁy s afRurs. T do not knovv _
even, whether fuch an m{htutlon, rcndered permannnt, '

~might not be a fource of the oreateﬁ advantages. The' ﬁrﬂ'

., fteps to be taken by aMmlf’cer of the Finances, in the career

- which he haé to run, would be mﬂuenced by the oblxga-_
tlon he would lie under of brmomg into open day—hght
“the whole of his admlmﬁratlon. Darknefs and obfcurxty
are fivourable to indolence: “a pubhc dlfclofure of ‘our =
condu& on the other hand can onl ly. become an Honour
and a recompcnce to us, in proportlon as we have félt
the importancé ‘of our dutles, ‘and’ have determmately
'fulﬁlled them. " Suc,h ‘a-flatement of accounts mloht
likewife put every perfon who is- concerned, m your’
Majeﬁy s counfels, in a ﬁtuatlon to ftudy and t6 attend
to thie ftate of the, Finances; a {pecies of knowledge i im=
portant  in ‘itfelf, and havmg either conneéhon w1th ox'
relauon to, all dehberanons of 'noment, : Bt

o A At




‘authors‘ wheleof certam that 2 man of an elevated foul

_them, avaxl themfelves of his ﬁlence, in ordcr by falfe-

[ 2.3 o ‘/i;,'
At the fame trme, an eye to fuch future account would

rncreafe theindifference to thofeobfcure writings * by which
attempts. are made to difturb the repofe of a Minifter; the

will: not defcend to enter the lifts of competmon with

hoods to ﬁagger the oprmons of others, .; e
In fhort an‘d‘ thrs is a conﬁderatlon worthy of the
mo{i ferrous enqulry——fuch an inftitution: mlght have the

~~~~~~~~

greatc{’: mﬂuence upon, pubhc (.onﬁdence.,

Indeed, i we ﬁx our at entxon on the xmmenfe credrt

- ~which 1.s enjoyed by England and whxch confhtutes at

tlns day Ther prmcxpal force‘ in. the War, we fhall not be

in attnbutmg it mtlrely to the nature of her go-

ce,- as his mterefts, rrghtly underﬁood wxll al-

»’yways xgef’c npon the baﬁs of ﬁdelrt} and. Juﬂxce, he. Would
' ﬁnd it eafy to extmgulfh the xdea, that it is m hlS power

| mdubrtably, the pubhc

' prefented to Parhament, and afterwards prmted

to reguIate hlmfelf on, contrary grmcrples and it 1s to -
'Ayour Majeﬁy that it. belonos, on account’ both of ‘your -

charaéer’ and, your vrrtues, to make thrs truth expeu—»‘

mental]y felt. : Rt
. i

But ano" ‘rer caufe of the great credtt of England, is,.

otonet/y to. whrch the ftate of

T his, account is. every year,

and the':

ances is - fublmtte .

iiagl

h er.

wrth the proportlon mamtamed between the recerptsi,
. 'and dx(burfements, are not rendered uneafy by . thofe:

o chlmencal_

v A me acrimonious fatmcal pxece has wrthm a, few months paﬂt

o heen thwwn out agam& Mr. Neckex.

: concomltants of a more drfgmfed cohdu& :

the” Finariees:’

ve n,xhent,, for, whatever be the authon‘.y of. the Monarch’ '

| Al
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chrmerrcal fufplcrons and fears’ vvhlch ‘ard the 1nféparable

(‘\‘

In ) rance ‘the ﬁate of the Fmances has coﬁf’canﬂy been

. made a matter of inyfery; or; ifvit Was foretifiies "fpokéﬂ
- of itwas in the’ preamblesof Ediés; and alw

ys § atithie fibi
ment when there was occafion'to Bottow : but thofein finvas
tions; too oftéh repeated to be' alWays ‘true, miuft neoeﬂarr]j}'
have loft their authority “afid’ experreneed fnér‘r”nb*’loncer
credit them, but under the fecurity: (if I may be aildvved'

- the expreﬂion) of the moral charader of the Minifter of
it . f‘d"ﬁ*{ 'this brfidence L

o

It is “of nio'; 4
upoh k! more “folid bafis. T agiee; that- in fornet éiwrc{trrn‘—s

e

farices,’ advantages have beer? derived frém drawxng the

. vetl -over ' the’ ﬁate of the I mances, in order to* ohtam—

in the midft’ of drforder, 3 Moderite! degree off*;’ ﬁrﬂerlt‘ed

; credrt i bt ‘this tranﬁtory advantage, though‘ it Hast feépt
upa- dangerous illufion, avid: favoured the. iidiffereces o*ti o

Admxnrﬁ'ration, Hals ‘been Tobh cfollowed by unftic C@&‘Fu‘l'
operatxons, the m’xpref{iOn of \ifhxch yet: rdhiafhs, Zndwill
not i’ a‘fhor fime be eﬁ"aced Tt ist orﬂy ‘tRERTER %he«.‘

firft momerits of derangemént“m‘a gréat § Seafé, - thdtithe

diffufion of light on thefitiation ofits Frﬁan’ce& Qeé'&?fe’s

| embarraﬁing if: the ne_ceﬁ'ary drfclofure were ‘made pre--
vzous to-the dlforder, what fervices mlght 1t not eﬁ'ec?c !

T he Soverergrr éf ‘f‘uch i kidgdofh 'ag’ ‘Frﬂﬁée may~ a]—'
ways, at his pleaiure, maintain the. balance between hrs

’ordnfmary | j(pences and rekrcnues £ thi dlmmutlon 6f Lthe

former:: evef fedoiided B&)L th‘e”prrbhc’ foh" S5€ iHUHiS dwh
hands ; ‘and, when circumftances reqmre‘l ;thé’allgiﬁen*’
tation of the rmpoﬁs is fubmitted to his’ power : but the
mof{ dan ger’mfé’ 248 Welb as’theq‘fidf’e‘unju{’c éfialbrefotidces,
isthae 'of Tedking témipsrary aiddlina h}md conifidenice)
and engaging for loans, withodt havm", erthex‘ ﬁy‘ an .
augmen- ‘-




My

e

augmentatxgn Jof the revenue, or. by a retrenchment of' ‘

expences, provrded for the mtereﬁs. .

. .uch an: Admmxﬂratron as: feduces, by procra{tmatmg
the moment. of embarraﬁment only dngreafes. the _evily

and makes farther advances ‘in.. under”nmmg the. preci-

picesiw hrlﬂ: a different, conduct, -more- Aimple, and more
lmeral,,, would, multlply the: refources of the Soverexgn,'

and perpetually reﬂram hxm from evcry fpecxes of in-
Juﬁlq¢~ el ) . »

LR :‘-..»-,-. k e
Cohelriitiyl vl o AJW;‘,;;,/ Lot

. Itargues, therefora, great; foreﬁght on the part of your .
’ Majeﬁyv that you. } have permitted, a.publicraccount of the

- flate of, the Fmances to:be, laid. before you.: ancl I wrfh

‘ fox thc,yrofpe;;ty :md the ‘power of the kmgdom, that
thlS happy | mfbtutxon may et be a. tranﬁtorv one, . . Ah'

whatmx’ndeed is: ‘to be feared., from fuch 2 publlc account

- ify to make it the foundatxon -and fupport of. credxt, no-

thing,. more s neceflary, - thzrn ;what the ﬁmpleﬁ rules of

ralLivg 1

his expenges to,his revenues, and eﬁ"e&ually(to fecure the

by
3

moral;ty would erequxre of 4. Sovereign,—to proportlon'

Jagnders, ag al) times when,xunder the exigencies ¢ of State, |

reeou,rfe 1s had to thexr conﬁdence 2.

VI i s
LR F R ."”i

“J(' ‘JU ll bENA MRS J_a't»:i L

’I {hall dmde thxs account, whlch I have your Majef-
ty s permxﬁion ito lay before you, into, Three Parts.: o

- ,,i :.»)A ( : ey man
The Frr{’c wxll concern the a&ual ﬁate of your Fmances,

' and all the operations, whlch relate to, the Royal Treafury, _ ,k

and torPublxc Credrt. . L

G e EFEAS H R PO SR LS 5 S CRNE S T

The, Second wrll unfold the operatrons Owlnch have

'umted,umportant meafures of - Economyuthh great ad-

vantaoes in; Govemment. H;j .

£

e PR ‘ oA o In

. credrt.- o

[5J ;

In' the third, I fhall give your Ma_)e{’cy an account of

thofe” general dnfpoﬁtrons which have had for their obje&

only the welfare of your People, and the profperlty_of
the State. i . T ‘

av“" A

[ VRS RV SN < o

This. dwxﬁon mtlmates, at ﬁrﬁ ﬁght,, that there are’

’ Iitwo prmcnpal departments in Admrmftratmn commxtted
'_to thc hande of the Mlmﬁer ofuthe E mances,,:;“,nd,.un-

| To, lxttlc purpofe wéuld s, Controlera(:eneral, :con=-

. ceive excellent defigns as;ai mefter, ‘he.would: not re--

“main. long‘ i place, he would: ﬁnd -all;his: ‘good; mtentrons
.and his.t talents ifelefs,if -irf.a. Mxnx{try A&ive':like : hxs,j .
-and efpecially:in:the; midft of difficult. crrcum{’cances,. he
.could not-by, wife: combmatlons, rand neceﬁ'ary refources, !
maintain pun&uahty in; payment, and glve ﬂ;ab;hty to -

~‘.nq };4

If' On the contrary, a Mxmfter of 'the Fi mances, poﬁ'ef- .

R RS P

” ‘ﬁng this' Talt fcience in ah emment degree, was yet rernlfs
in the other, it Would be regretted that c1rcum{tances had

{ .
_made 1t neceﬂ'ary to leave in hrs hands an Admrmﬁranon,

,,,,,

fmrd{t of war, to ﬁnd refources neceﬂ'ary to the defence of
‘,the State, and to the power of the Soverelgn, ihould never ‘
negleé’c the happmefs of hls fubje&s, to the fupport of ;

......
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Sz‘ate of z‘be F zmmces.

\vVHiLN your Majeﬁy canﬁded to me the Adnmini-
ﬁrzunon of your . Fi inances, At it iy duty, in fettmg

: 0M,~0&‘r€fuﬂjﬁ to. invefhg ite: the flate of ‘the ‘ordinary ré-

venues anid expefices ;0anid td do this With’ pfeenfoﬁ, caufed

ifgine meonf‘deralﬂe ol By formmg, what ‘never beé-

féré* exiﬁed,‘ cdmpléte\ tablcs ‘and Iaymg dcwn *thie prm-'
‘ éxples quulﬁfé to ‘the" cafy aétammént of - evex‘;’ pax’tlcular ~
: refpe&mkﬂ'the frate of theFinanées, T fhall Have ‘faved
my fucceflor much trouble. The laft account, fubmitted
w,youis I\’Iageﬂey sunfpeé‘twn byuM de (‘Iugny, nnduhced

(w me: fufcept;ble of many obfervatxoﬂs, whtch I Ialdfbefore
.t your"Ma}eﬁsyv ‘at thel time.: Thmiklng 1t’unnéce{ﬁiﬂy hére
o entér- agaiﬁ intolthatedifcufiion; ob ﬁiall decline part-
Kculars, i order -iny the: follong pages td }ay open thc
prefent ftate of your F 1nances. ' : S

>LEY

e £ 5
att nded ,Wlth the %reatQﬁ 1nconv¢menges ;- ﬁnce 1t can

st

‘»rqjﬁwiy} be fupghed b,g loans, or, extnap;dmznry operatrons,
| the mtareﬁ of.,

hich, becomes
ﬂ}ﬁ ,?Ylh IR0 FFTEPE I TR SO RA RSO

A da;] ¥ augmentatxon’ of

2478t T ercewtid‘ at’ the Hify glance fhat it would be tio |
Wil atter’ 0" Baldtice ‘thil defitieiicy ‘betwien' the

» recenpts, and T hdd -dlready’ difeo-
Vereds with pléxture,” mEans, fubcefﬂ/ely ‘to" bé‘émployed

i “d‘mﬁ‘;ﬂ expe’n@jss aﬁdu

of fecuring a.furplus,: fuchas’ “might prove the' fource of

all thofe bleﬁinos your Majef’cy w:[hed to dfoufe amOngﬁ B

'oux‘ pe%)plc.

,puttmg your ordmary expences and revenues on;

[7’1

- I could not, however, long“mdulgé my(elf i thefe

.pleaﬁng expe&'ttxons, fiftdding foon-after, that the fate-of

Politics laid your Majefty. under the. neceflity .of: muking

very great exertions to form a.refpeStable Marine; o that

from the begmnmg of 1777, ahd ¢ven from the end of -
1776, it was neceflary to apply to feek extraordmary rés

: -fources, asg, well .for the accomphihment of. that great end,

as to prepare conﬁderable armaments 1n.your ports. ; ‘Thys -

~ the year 1777s. w1th rcgard to the Rc)vr;vl treafqry, ;W%Sf,

effc&xvely a, year. of war. I percel,ved n. llkﬁ mannqryfue .
ceﬂively unfoldmg 1tfelf the urgent, neceﬁity, not @gLy o
e’xaﬂ; '
balan(;e, but, further, of procurxncr to your Maleﬁ;y fu,r-u
plus of revénue, in order to e{’tabh{h Funds, difincum-
bered, for paying the intereft of the Loans thch the ,

. XL ;’

exigénctes of the war rendered mdxfpenﬁble, v

Independent of thlS tafk fo pamful to" accomphfh,,“jt :

. was befides. nece(fary to .procure. large fums, by eugagmg :

.....

in fpxte of the ldpfé of pubhc c1ed1t attacked nay almoﬁ-,' ‘

deﬁroyed by the fcveral retrenchments b@th of prmcxpals
and. 1ntereﬁs, and by evexy procraﬁmatxon of payment,;
Wthh had. been experlenced during t the peace. ‘ !

LEeiicun
Havmg perceived the two-fold object which I. had to
propofe to:myfelf, I prefently faw that the: fame meﬂf uréy
and the fame ‘principles would affift me in attammg it _I
accordmoly began (if L. may be- allowed the expreflion) to
Hunt out all abufes,. and all ufelefs. emdlument&*‘ I Have
introduced: econbmy into - the more- 1mportant “ahd < the

Amore minute: concetns, I have feconded your: Maje’ﬁys
‘ gracmus dxfpoﬁtxon to ufe moderatlon in the: dlfpenfatmn‘
- of favors; and inithort have eame{’cly applied myfelf to
'eﬁabh{h that exa& and poﬁtlve order, Whlch thlowmg; ,

hght on the ﬁtuatxon of affairs, thews at all txmeq what u;"

;xs, and how it may be 1mproved.
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B It xsxnot poﬁible to entertdin a doubt that: thefe reforms -

‘and:-improvements ‘were. the firftiirefources to be fought
-after 5 :and I am_firmly, of opinion, that never," til} thefe
fhall; haye:-been- -exhaufted, will a. faithful fervant pre-

“fume..to. propoie to- your I\dajcfty the expedlent of new
Ampoﬁs. Lo iiedn 9ol .

“iBethis s’ xtlmay, the pIan whxch T hwe Juﬂ delmcated
was hkely to mieet' with: Viriols obﬁacles : the conceptxon

_ of‘xtew 13 ﬁmple, but the e*(ecution dxfhcult 5 for it was

néceﬁ'ary to proceed to° great chaiwcs, thhout aﬁe&mg

 thet pubhc opinion’y‘and not to beterrified by a multitude

-of" reclamatxons, dr&ated fometnnes by private’ "intereft;
fomet:mes, thh more candour, by attachment to old ‘

' cuﬁoms. :

1 mf’cantly percewed that the ordmary account of the
F inances formerly cont’uned a prodlgnous accumulauon

of expences, whichwere hét ﬁxcd but which by dally cafe

&f accefsy by bounties, donanons, and expenfive feaﬁs, had

‘been amlually repeated "The order eftablifhed in this re-

fpe& ‘isina great meifure the' work of - your Majeﬁ:y, whofe
turn of mmd and found féafon have exceedmcly diminifhed

~ expences ‘of ¢ ‘this kmd of Whu:h mdeed many ale totally

abolithed. Your Majeﬁy has in hke manmner fupported

me inthe oppoﬁtlon I.have made to thofe multifarious -
~ demands.of; Granﬁcatxons, Indemmtres, Exchanges, Con~ |
’ ceﬁioﬁs, and many other-modes-of encumbering the: Royal

treafury, which facility of accefs had introduced,and which,
in. the courfe of - the three hundred and fixty- five days of

- which the year confifts, for med, by their regular return, a

‘charge, . annually recurring, which was, properly placed
in the clafs of . Ordmary expences. : .

T havc, fm]ly, examined the fevera.l branches of col-

: ,le&xon, whxch are dlftrlbuted amongﬁ a great number of

Recewers, or Lompames, and Wthh the neceﬁity of
: ’ lmmedxatc

{

, morxa | thofe inft t'iitij(ioéwh‘lch Are of the

| e&tlh&xo, |

B k1'1'\0?('5 rﬁeccﬂary it is to Jufhf

I9]

immediate fupphes, had fucceﬁively mtroduced ,not

only,vto the great demment of the Royal reVenUes, but

alfo at ‘the't expence of the beft’ rules of ‘Adminiftfation,

From‘ t’hls fcrutmy, 4nd frox‘n thxs plan of - condu& Have

arlfeﬁ"éll the fucceﬂive reforms, and ‘a1l the reduétion$

’Wthh THave propofed to'your Majetty, both in the niir-

“ber +6F agehts, ‘and’ in_ the' diminiition of " emoluments. ,
*Fhefe d’lﬁ"erent and ‘nutherous ‘operations - have: been "en- '
."cciaratrons or Arrets of “your Maz

Jmhed fome by tHe’
Jetty’s Couh{el the réft By tefolutions wnhout’fbrmahty,

te, i 1n the courﬁe of thlS Mee-

objdd I But fhtent £

and‘ 'bP Wﬁxcb the utlhty\ls ' conné&ed *Wlth the prmcx ples
of a wxfe admxm{’cranon. . : JiishT

atardl
Fi Certam Annumes and Re;mburfements, tht:

........

deficit in 1776, in fpite'of the exorbxtant‘expences of the
'Wa}‘!and Am fp‘ltc of tbe -mtere{’cs of thei'Lozns contra&ed

t’htsg‘uh&ure, exceed the ordmary expences, by Ter; mds'
iidhs two' hundxed-thbufaad dxvtrest > SINVER

IS FORRINE S

more extraqrdmary T h 2

~,‘.‘§l v ll oY

'ples °; vious : and thxs is ‘what I hav} ‘atfempted to do by

the ‘gedohnt’ I Here” prefent to ybur Majeﬂ:y, and by thé ,

vouchers with whxch it is accompamed

7

- T'fhall not dwell o5 thofe whlch had merely econotny for

téf’t moment, o

1aft "acquamt your Majeﬁy, that, as Weli by ,
© phE refult of my cares, and the various reforms!to ‘which
“your Ma)ef’cyfhas cbn{'ented as by the 1mprovex‘nent or tht:

 prefent flate ‘of irodr Fitidnces is fiuch, that'in’ fpite of the

y.

Thefre“are th *metﬁods of ﬁatmg the accounts of thc E




‘ of the calcula,tlon

;vers general

[ ]

) [Io]

The ope, whtch at the ﬁr{’c glance mlght feem prefcr-,

able, would conﬁft in {hewmg the totalxty of the ordmary :
reventtes,‘ and in hke _manner: the totahty of the ox;dmary :
‘expences ; Imean, fuch as. they would be in a- {‘rate of
_peace ;. byt;an, account of thls kmd Wogld be veny llable

to errors, and the examlnatlon ot all the artlcles of Whlch
it fhould be compofed would be attended w1th great
emharraﬁ‘ment In fhort, fuch an account{otwht to.con-

ISSRY]

b,ut, as the, payment of them is dn

hei

~centrate, ynder one imgle denomumtxon,tall obj;e&s of
any.one, kmd

N

between dxff'e,r‘ent treafurles, both at Patxe ar d
vinges,. xt V.ou npt be poﬂible 0. !
y It cou a not be» '_Ve thhou(:

o2 ’fl\

,,,,,,,,, _‘:f, iJ 5

1mmenfe trouble. i

‘~'I hg;ve thought proper thex efore (to adopt a clearer and

ot all the tpo'mes whxch are capued to the Royal treafmy, ,
: from the dxﬂ'erent oﬁiceﬁ? after dedt}&mg the .expences }n{-,

cum"bent on. them»to pay ;. and placmg, in l;ke manner,
in, the,”eofld n. of expe nces, ,oply tho(e art;clee whxch
are paid. byﬁthc fame; Royal treafury.,i :

cil, the expences, payable .out of thxs recei t,-'amount to
; ' Euf-nme' milljons :, the moﬁ ﬁmple mode then,

it p VARV

xs to, carry to, the net dzjj)ombie' reVenue, no more. than ‘the

Torin 25(;1‘1’ &) )'l‘

i Jk’()).‘:

furplus tranfmlﬁible to your Royal treafury by eee1~,

What I fay of the revenye . produced 'by the General

, recelpts, is equa]ly apphcable to the rent of the General

Farm, to'the Demefnes, to the Po{’t-oﬁ‘ices, to the Péys

A Etats, &c. Each /of thcfe 1mportant bxanches eonﬁﬁs'

al fo

' ob‘;e@uon ox‘ obfcunty s

e For mﬁance, the: Twent:eths, the Land tax, and the Ca-
: plta.mon—,tax,‘(&mpoﬁs colléted; by'the Receivers general).
afnount fo;about; a Hundred:and forty-nine millions;s-but-

by the accounts annually alIOWed by your Majeﬁ'y SCQ“Q"» ’ ‘ matxons.

[ -'"F ]xlq R N I L e :"_i'-‘,‘.»_:i.g.‘f,;,". TR

: v_’j.,,«. v sl ey ft{{»!"'t et

o The gteateﬂ: part of this I‘urphls is employ ed in paymg off' the in-
'tere(ts -ot-former Loans, &

Sinto by’a numerous Body of Men, forithe ¢l

- fipnilated: they-give {ecurity, . each: to the amount'of about:7 59000 1i 5

L]
alfo in an- afcertamed ‘produce,:; upon whxehnthe annual

expences are, fettled an&i the furplus 1s, xemntted to the
Royal treafury. e ~

,i')(' Y )

- With regard to! the expeh“d‘és’ patd,kb}’r the Royal thed ‘ut‘)’r‘ :

as they are’ compofed chleﬂv S

xed fums deﬂdﬁ‘ed If{éi' the

feveral’ dep'trtinents, or of other ob_;eé’cs eaf to "be s et -

.

11E0Y) T
“

tained s thxs fecond btanéh" "ll be ahke Iheltered “Fori

(R i‘: (R

The aceount of your Fmances; Slre, ﬁated Anthis

: form, prefents to the: Royal treafury a receipt{of. nd:more

trry g g

revenues exceed For our h' ndred and th irty mtlhon
the farplus® i 1s confumed, either i in charges a.llowed upon

er

the Generél tecexpts, or ih Annuxttes “upon ‘the' Hotel de-

than Two hundred andrﬁxtyafour millions, whilt: -your

Vllle, and othe_r obje&q dﬂigned upon the General farms,f
~or in‘expences (the payment of whicH is mdlcqted) upon
;',the Demefnes, ‘on “the ptoduce of the Regzé:,§ onethe
' 'Impof’cs of. the Payl‘ d’Etats,»&e’. ;

S

1 wxll add, that thns -manner, of ﬁatmg the accaunt of
~ the Finances, approaches nearly to- the form. adopted in
Eng]and where, fettmg afide all that | part of the revenue,s
~ which ‘is apphed o’ certam ﬁxed charges, they prefenf
,only that whxch xs deﬁmed to exptnces fufcepttble of 3 va~.

NIy ;:.Hr ..3",_.4
e
I have,

S

W S

12+ By General Farm,’m France; is under fto6d;: the-corftra\’: : entexed

";&mn Of feverhl Duti 7 .
and Taxes ; for the whole of which they engiige to Pa}’ a’fixed Jfam:

for fix years, trufting: te ‘the produce for theirireturiiss For ithefum:

vres:s. and, 1et’1m the intereft in their- owri-hands at:five per'cent:

perfons who' engage to pay.into the Treafury the whale’ of
the prochice;"

ﬁdes, aneventual intereft i inthe pr oduce When it excced’s k! 'ce}‘tmn (‘um“ .

T

o0 T

1§ Régie:~isa terin’ ﬁgmfymg thie-colledtion of certmri?Rrghts ‘and:
’ D\ﬂtles, by

S ofor which? they receive’a regular falax'j' G and have, bed”. .

7
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T have«nowr to intreat. your Majeﬁy, that you will

Avbuchfafe to: authonfe me’tocommumcate to fome: perfbns
of your Councils, convened at thejhoufe of the Keepiefof the

Seals, or of the Countde | Mauzepas, allthe partlcu}ars ad-

. ducedxn fupport of the pun&ua' ty. of. the account which 1

‘~fubm1t tp xour Majeﬁy s mfpe&xoh D not,that I doubt fo;
a moment > theﬁy s. conﬁdence 3, or, that I am not
*equally ‘confcious ‘of defervmg;t “but, becaufe 1t is. eﬁ'en-
: tlallyneeeﬂ'ary to the end your NV ay:fty purfues by the pubh-

cation.of ehis afccount, tbat it fhould be attemwely exa=

£ ;ﬁg}i"

) mmed. ;-(»a/) ‘

h fati aé’uon, that fuch reque{t:on my 'pé.rt
: may becomer he baﬁs of a permanent good becaufell dare

' beheve, that after a man of 1 my charda&er IhaJl ‘have dq.,
ti no perfon after me whe

DR PV

1on to t_he fa}hea ff’%“l‘?

'_ a llke accoun?: were ﬁated m a manner equglly authent;c,
fuch an mfhtutlon would fuﬂice to fulﬁll the 1mportant

| 'hvresemployed in Rexmhurfements. What is apphed to &

liermburfe”e _s_ owrht hovyever to ,bf; conﬁdetcd_ properLy

IJ( ot FXIER X

g (a)t’f‘hq ;pubhc’atrme it,hns accwm, 6y bcﬁdes, ‘the be(t* pxpof
_vgluch conld be given ofithe, confideoce gntertaisied ofits: exa&niefs s’
forit ggmﬁﬁs of fugh axticles. only as avery gureat/ number ‘of : pelfons

o a{cez&;u the p;o,duge ‘C he. :lmpoﬁ s55the Famuers genemk that:ofithe

. Farmsy fthe Regiffesrs. that'o
of . the, feveral . dlgP‘“tmfr"t?h
eepers Of, }ix yal tream ‘all équally verify. the juftnefs.of

ik alle” } e 0 {e ks, of nee.—-S;e, the 'AGCOJM t.the, &M wf
tb;MemorzaL-Q e iy ho g o foaani Dot iy

N

thei

s firis Gl

erkis, ¢ ,thelf’rmaﬁx ers, the

judgment.of :-"DheiReceivers, genera] ican

f.the: Régias,i. doc.: and:. the.. Minifters

: farms. v

i ﬁons, paffed amongﬂ: the ﬂandmg expenpes.

B may be fuggeﬂed

© ¥ nbtincluded in the. jirefent: ftate of the Finanoes. —Qriguris 4

. .v IS_ 1.‘
asd furplus, as itis. the fum in whxch ghe ;ord,maxy ;:eg

S
venue exceeds the ordinary expence‘,,,._.lwhxch oveprus ds.
employed for the benefit of the Sovereign, in extingui

~the capxtal fums with which.heis charged::. Thus addmg

thefe Seventeen. mxlhons three hundred thoufand livies of
Rexmburfements to the; Ten. mllhonsx two hundred thou.

7 fand livres.of.. the. furplus wh;ch *refults from the a.ccomnt.

of ;your. Majefty’s Finances, it .may: be advanced ion a
certainty, that at this’ junéture,. your- .ordinary. revenues
furpafs your-ordinary expences, .in the fum.of;: Twenty-»-'
feven mllhons ﬁve hundred thoufand hvres. ;

It is further to be obferved that there is an annual de- ,
creafe of yourMaje{’ry $ charges, by the extin&ion of Life

_ annuities, which amount to- Fxfty millions, .and are an
,fabfolute dedué’tlon from the revenues of your General

'U‘r_ﬂt T . ,’ SRRy

There are, beﬁdes, Twentyeexght mxllxons, m Pen-; ~

“Ina word your Majeﬁy has not yet attamed the ex<
tent of favmgs and i 1mprovements, in varxonSWays, whlch
- There -are a]ready feveral rx&dre pre-
pared in my department, whxch l’ ﬂ1a11 fubmlt, on

S .-.,;‘ AT PR R R BT T Tt o ,AL
( ) The - aug;mentauon of th_e,;;exenue whxch will. reﬁ;lt
the Zaw which has juft appeared” coﬁcbmmg,' the éngagéd De ?ﬁefs

[Engqgaél)fmq[m: are fuchof the; ng sE Rates, (enjoyed by:pers:

' onal right) -as are engaued by him to any of is fubj e&s, whether b): &

fawur, or orfervxces pextoxmed ‘torannual to ﬁdemorrs, ‘orfor fiims~

-advanced; ; &c.— This engagement- expives; upow the; demife (of ithgs

mece of whoth fuch eftates are held and- is renewable only at the"

: Optlon of his Succeﬂhx .]

i . RIS : i
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of the credxtors is real]y mfuﬁimen,t

. and confuﬁon mlght'f ring up.ata

O HE

tqqualethereto 3 and

: '[f 14 ]
txen between hlS ordmary revenues’ and expences, I Fuiti
no rifquessin‘this view," the finances of England in partr '

culafyare’ far from | bemg in a ﬁtuatron to: bear the’com-
Vparxfon ::She lids not failed indeed to eftablifh new diities

to: balance 'the mtereﬂ's of the new: ‘Loans'+ but it* has
been’ apparent for forme time: paft ‘that the- ‘defieit- of thofe

s Impoﬁs, I: mean, ‘what they zproduce‘lefs than had: Seén

calculated:uipoh ¢ them,-tls ‘included in the extraordm'rrles‘
of - the year{

Smhng fund, isbalariced by:Loans i fo that the fecurxty

IT {hould feem, at ﬁrﬂ: vxew, that the confo]atory
~account 1 have Jjuft fubmltted to your lVIaJeﬂy s mfpec—
“tion, mxoht be fuﬂicxent to’ remoVe every ‘idea’ of embar+-
- raﬂ'rnent, and-to°difpofe: you' 'to'thie | enjoyment of the toft

perfect tranquillity ;. byt fuch is. the: nnportance and.the

neceflity. of credit at extraordmary,penods,, that if ..this,

Cxedxt dld not exlﬁ, 1f it were even cnrcumfcnbed w1th1n
too narrow hm ts,. dxﬂicultxes w‘ou,]d anfe on all fides,

' Fx-

naces appeared m the mof’t' promxﬁmr ﬂate

. L av () 4 ~ .
It is eaﬁly conce;ved, mdeed, that an exa& balance

.....

'betWeen the revenue° and the e expences is all that ; is necef-

fary to 4 kmgdom enjoymg the blefling of . peace: . fuch.

i monham

2 kmgdom is not forced to have ,recourie to Loans, be-

caufe };s rerlenues arg adequate t0,'is. 1 ies ; ‘. 'anq it
mzcrht therefore hold pubhc conﬁdence ina degree of mchfas

PRI ,xuu i

[ .y

followmg ; .and sthis: deﬁtzt, conééaled or éona
founded -in:what' is’ ¢ this tiriie Jxmproperly éalled the

Loas ] |
:f Credit fails;.; perpléxitiés anfe,——one»forced roperation
~ léads to others,'-—-the exxgences of. ,the moment counter-
vail theJuﬁxce of ::ther . Soverexgn, - government is - dif=
turbed, —~and the effects of difcredit may. fometimes bear -
2l momentary refemblance, ot only to:a dxfordered ﬁate,
but even to ‘aftotal fubvexﬁon,_‘ of t;he Fi mances

-,il,a._

But if the fupp it of Credlt 1&: mteref’cmg to the credxtors
of the’ State, it is of confequenee £6 “the power ‘of the.
Soverexgn, it 13 equally déar to' thofe who bear ‘the’ burthen
of the taxés, “fihice' it is by credlt "that they are’ fecured '
from ' thofe- 1mpoﬂ's, too heavy. for thexr ﬁrengthj whlch
ueceﬂi’t’y perhaps»mlght fubjett them'to,-and this; unhap- ‘
;hly“‘lh the mrd{t ‘of cxrcumﬁanceSnunder whxch there

M'elf at kmd iof 1mpo& “on’ account of *the {’cagnatlon of
commerce, andithe! dnnmutlon of . the: demands for the :

natxonal produce. i)

i
g

| 'r Majef’t ’s’ i{‘ngdom s’ H‘oubt]efs* of all the kmg— ,
. doms'in Europe,“)t‘hat in'which tﬁe moft arhple ticans of
furmﬂnnv thofe’ extraor{dmary Hnd" temphrary 1mpoﬂs
are centere(cf ? but 'even this "ﬂ“p‘erionfty *1s"b11t ‘2 feeble
on raﬁed w1th thofe “Whith® credxt “4nd -confi-

. When “thefe mearzé*‘fubﬁﬁ m thexr full

WI Wll(l’, ,obferve fux ther, that wher;, the ﬁtuanonhof the
I“mancgs is:a ma;ter Pro{ound fecrecy, and a Hundred
“and fifty millions ‘are to: be prov1ded for extraordlna;y:’
expences, the means, I belxeve, _are ‘not very ObVlOIlS,
of eﬂabhfhmg Twenty ‘or Thlrty mxlhons of ‘taxes,. of
thé nature of “tHofe thch termmatmg with the war,
e tlot’ apphcdblet ‘the" rntere{’c of - thie Loans : ‘
{ te'r'noorary lev1es aré ‘ot 4n'! equlpmfe to’ thé my)ry thcy S
do'to Credit!s The Pubhc, fo? Rt of ! uiformatxon on-

”the ﬂtuatwn of - aﬂ‘hxrs, §:onﬁder thofe taxes, fuch va

. ‘- SRR ::_>3:.‘  Cafe,"~ .
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cafe, 2asia ﬁgnal of: drﬁreI'S" On the, contrary, in pras

portion as ‘this refoutceilies dormant, anu is made: as - it
‘were a carps-de-reﬂrvt,f its extent is: unknown, the idea
of it is exaggerated, “Hrid the minds of thie people dre lefs

- difturbed,’ And -it’is:thus that my&ery and fecrecy conr -
 cerning the' ftate of the Finances; “oblige Government

-~ inceflantlyto praé’cxfe {upon:the xmagmatlon, and to place
‘ ‘-,part of., its . ﬁrength iri, appearances ; ‘whereas opennefs

and candour, in . addreﬂing the under{’candmg alone3 /
give a-more faith ]-and more aﬂ'ured fupport to the:’con-- |

ﬁdeng:e of. the Public, .

- {1t ds by havmg confhindy purfued {uch max;ms, that B

England, ‘even at.prefent,iis able to raife; Three hpndred
' miilfions aniually 3 and, that fhe difplays. a degree,of

exertiony and of :powersy . w whichis in ne proportlon thh =

~ her numerary Wealth and her: populat;on..-..
The importance of public Credit, then, ‘has “never

. been: ‘evmced 10’ 2;NPIE; ﬁttkmg mannerﬂth}m at: thlS day -

The mtrodu&xon of this means of force.xs not of very

N great: antiquity ;. and it Were perhaps to be wrfhed for ,

- the fake of : human;ty, that ltuhad: never been’ knoy:m at
Call, - Itisby. th,xs means that Nations. have been €
tos Vbrmg together, in 3n. mﬁant, the eﬂ'orts of feveral
: generattons ;o itis by thls means, that, ‘accumulatmg €x~
“pences, they | have -carried Armies to the extremities’ of
the oiobe,‘ and hayé eaht
leC i 'ned dxﬁreﬂes f war',‘
mg ¢ hmates. o

Be thlS as- it may,“thxs new kmd of compet:txon, thefe

' ,new means of predommatmg, havmg been ,once 1ntroduced "

ﬁ -it-iseflential .to the yower of a Soverergn to. acgurre them,.
: and to, employ themto _nhe beﬂ: advanta,ge ;.in like
o #s. he is. obliged £0 keep ¢ on foot large, dx(cxplmed Armies‘,

' when the Nexghbours who .furrour}d hxm, make 2 hkq |

. ,d.lfplay of then' mxhtary force. :

x

bled '

¢ant to add to the: Ordmary and;‘
the rapxd devaﬁatxon‘ df burn* :

er

SR }-'[’17]

Having thenfelt all thei 1mportance of Credrt in France,

it was the duty of my ftation to give: the greate{t attention

to it. "I could not but perceive, ‘that fince the laft peace,
every thing has been done that was neceﬂ'ary to the defttuc~
tion of public confidence; although, in thatlong interval of.
tranquxlhty, it would have beer eafy to éffice the femems
biance of theburthenfome operatrons of the laft war, and to
eftablith that order and regularity in the Finances, which -
‘'would have procured to your Majeﬁy the means of extraor-.
dmary power : but this favorable opportumty has been loft;-

“and the expences having conftantly exceeded the amount’

of the revenues, it has been neéeflary to fupply the defi=
ciency by Loans, and immoderate circulations, the wexght_-.
of which has ultlmately brought on all the fufpenfions of

. payments, and all the -reductions of mtere{ts, which hap-%
. pened in 1771, Credxt was moreover fo. affeGted’ by it,

‘that when I entered into oﬂice, men of property could
place their money at an mtereft of” Six and two thlrds per
cent.; in Perpetual annumes, as the Contra&s upon the

- Hotel ~de-ville, - bearmg Four per cent. intereft, . were
~worth' only Sixty ;- and it was at this 1 very period, that
. the 'war, of the preparatlons for it, commenced '

What dl&'erence between thxs ﬁate of Credxt and the'
pnce of the pubhc funds at-the commencement of ‘the
preceding war. ! Opportumtles could fcarcely then ‘be
found of p]acmg money at Four and a half per cent. ; and .

~ the contraés’ upon the Pofts, ‘which bore only Three per-
~cent, mtere{’c were up at Exghty “however, in 1759,

| three years only after the war, the. -payment of Referip-
-. tions was fufpended, that of Wages was Pcopped, and .

individuals were mduced to carry their plate to the Mmt,

'to be converted into I‘pec1e. I =

I prefume, therefore, that I'; may mtlmate to your Ma—_ b'

Jeﬁy, asa mark of merit, or asan mf’cance of good fortune,
T CD Ll ‘that
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that after fetting out in a fituation very different from that
of 17556, and after four years of either adtual war, or pre=
paratiyes. for:jt, Credit has not fuffered the leaft blemifh,

though your Majefty has made a very liberal ufe of it: it
may even be faid with truth, that this Credit has, on the

“contrary, affumed fre{h vigour, as may fenfibly be per-
" ceived by the price of the public funds.
- of Séptember, 1 776 upon mere polltlcal rumours, the old

In the month

Refcriptions were inftantly lowered  to T'wenty-three per

«cent. lofs, ‘and. India Aétions fell to Sixteen hundred : .

whereas, at this inftant, only Seven and a half is loft

upon the one, and the other are.at- Nrneteen hundred and‘ '

vforty.
/ It may be farther obferved that all the Loans made m_

the mrdi’c of thrs war have been done on much ‘more fa- :

vourable terms. than they ever were durmg the peace.

The Lottery opened two years. ago was calculated on"

the foot of Frve per cent. intereft ; and though in 1771,

m the bofom of peace, ere annurtles were’ negocrated'
7 whrch coft Eleven, Twelve, and even Thlrteen per cent.

mteref’c upon one llfe, your Maje{ty has hltherto borrowed ;

only at Nme, and at a proportronate intereft on a greater
number of lives.  ButIam of opmlon, Sire, that cir«
cumftances demand of- your wifdom, that the conditions
of the next Loan1~ fhould be more favourable to the
Lenders. = REMRE '

‘On the other hand I have greatly reduced the price

of Antlcrpatlons, as I fhall explam in a feparate artrcle.’

In

-* India A&rons were orngmally of the value of 2,500 llvres; and

S Kferred at a lower price, -according as they fludtuate. in valye.” -
¥ The'new Loan here {'polten of has aheady taken place, at T en,-

' per cent. upon one lrfe, 'md in propomon on | greater number.

~when the rermbmfement of part of them, is made by Lottery, it is.:
- done at that rate; though when brought into market, they are tranf-

- form more “or lel's engagmb, are circum
) ] 1

the’ genlus of Admmlftranon conf t{ts ch1eﬂy an

thens ‘to’ the' People'“

N LT
In'fhort, your Majefty has juft chigiged” for @' Loar" e
deemable in nine yéars, which ‘is done’ gt Six - per cent.
and ‘which has been eafily filled, “though' i 175’7"
one year after the war, a'Loan of the fame kindwas fet

on foot, much more advantageous to the Lenders, b """
which- however was' never complete. S

‘ ﬂl....'

" This ﬁattermg pl&ure is 'greatly owrng to the 'order

~which your Majeﬁy has reftored 0 your aﬂ'arrs ; for'if the
happy chorce of the moment the guantz;m'of the ﬁoan, .

'J‘c-‘ EREF S L

J-A.J

ances eféentlai (

o d LHEY GAZTEg

o’ the propofed fuccefs, it mu{t'
that rn every thmg thch relates

it and confide

D L N UGN O

regularrty; nd candour. But 1t rs pexhaps yet an addr-
NI :\;

tional merit, to have’ a ﬁrong perceptron of the eﬁe& 0

ﬁmple truths, and never to facrifice them\ ‘to the allufé-
‘ment of mgemous concerts, 4rid o’ the vamty of ’new ~
fyﬂ:ems “To aclt)ptweconomy, ‘therefore ;16 réformi’ abufles““ ‘e
to! 1mproVe the revenieés, and’ thus to- ’feeure ther rnterfei’t'i“,,

of ‘the’ Lodnsy without v1olence, d"Wrthout new' bhr-

tHis'is what' at 'onée’ conft‘?tutesﬁ’the :
fecurrtv, and: eripiges ‘the conifidence, of‘ the' ?Lend"rs**
And your MajeﬂSI i’ havmg adoPted ithi§’p plan of’Adh‘dh‘ 1ot
ftrationin” the 'thidft of sivat, 2 plan‘"’albelutely the' rever{?.:ﬁ )
of whathad | Bep fo‘l‘loﬁ'réd dafmg the' peate; ‘defér‘ve‘dlj?(Y
efjoys, unidér’ cirtumitifices {o” exttetrfely drfﬁ?:u‘lt‘ '”hhfé*
advahtades‘ of opr "1on” tb thch‘ thxs Ver céndd&" e,m,
titles> you. - .

| .drzz‘zczpatzom-

ANTICIPAT‘IONS, iarg.a’ ‘difpofition : of your. Majéi’cyes,z‘
revénuesy - made«xmr ddvance: by: the!negociation of Rek «
{criptions “or: Afﬁgnments for::a longer: ‘or;:fhorter stertiije

Perfons -who wifh. to, place;their:i ‘money-onlyifor-a timej

feek thefe kinds of fecurxtymfo that,~even in: mmes”of-»
AR : C2 peace,
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peaee, 1t ‘would be of ill confequence to fuppref's entlrely'j
this mode of tranfa&mg bufinefs, becdufe perhaps it

would keep out of circuiation too much of that fpecxe'
-which it would be convement to retain in it: but at the

fame time it cannot be denied, that it is 2 mode: of
borrowmg, Whlch it is both eafly and dangerous to abufe.

The temptatxon to extend it, is, that it requlres no for-

m'zllty, and that it may be conduéted Wlth fecrecy. The,

removal of a prefent embarraﬂ'ment is the firft motive; -

the hope, that at the’ explratxon of the Aﬁignments deh-,

vered out, others w1ll be negotrated to replace them, is

Caf encouragement to proceed a c1rculatxon too extended L

takes place 3 and the fupport of this c1rculatlon depend-

mg abfolutely on’ opmxon, ‘the mef.’ter of the Fi inances,
who ¢onceives the” danger of lt, hves m a{tate of per-,

petual dlfqnletude. "(: :

élent power of. a, Court Banker orlgmated

- .vras m‘ the mrdl’t of fuch cxrcum{tances that the an-
Chofen as.:
the mtermedrary of thefe negoelattons, the firft condltlon

he prefcribed was, that he fhould ftand alone in the di=..
‘re€lion; .and this. rule bemg fubmltted to, he had the -

pOWer of dlcf’tatmcr what others he pleafed for thence-‘

,forward he held in hns hands the moral. life of a Con-

tr.o}er-General

Wl

‘good-wxll the fear of fudden dlfcredxt, thh ‘which he is ,

In ﬂmort, if the renewal of the Antrcx-“
pations depends, every month, on_his. confidence or his

mceﬂ'antly threatenmg the Minifter. of the Fmances, 3
" gives the Court Banker the authonty of a Maﬁ-er over,;

}um.

There are two methods of extrrpatlng the evxls I have
been ‘defcribing : the oné is,"to limit the Antrmpatlons to
a fim fo moderate, that: the. Controler-ge‘neral may ‘fee’:
without concernithe: temporary | diminution ‘of pubhc con="
- fidence which: -may, fometimes happén 5 and’ ‘then’ this: bu-{ -

ﬁnefs may be executed ﬁmply by the Royal treafury

,‘;»,.r.«c‘;"_ R B N

but.

T a1 1 o

~ but when c1rcumﬂances oblige to give this kind of Loan’

a greater extent, three or four 1ntermed1ate perfons mu{t '
‘be employed, in order to avoid the tyranny of oné; butit is’
neceflary to’make ‘choice - of - Financiers- the | moﬂ: diftin-
gliithed for their moral chara&er and their capxtals. This
‘is the fyftem which I have purfued; and hitherto expe~,

| nence feems to have juftified my theory : for, though the;

exigencies of: the war may have induced me to keep up.
the Antxc:patrons at a higher fum than I had at firft pro-
‘pofed-to myfelf; yet, havmg never pafled certain bounds,

* and haying. always kept the Royal treafury difencum- -

bered I have rendered tt tefe fervrces a deﬁreable ob_)e& :

‘ and have been able fo'to fix the terms of them, that

the Loans are furmihed to your. Majeﬁy at only Sxx
per cent. per annum, all expenges m;.:luded a price very
.di fferent from that of former times; and I am. perfuaded

that I thould have kept it at Five and a half as I had for. SR

‘a long time been enabled to do, if the abufe Whlch has‘, )
heen made of the Treafurers Bl”S"‘ had not ngen to- the |
rate of mtereft, a ftab whxch it has not. been in my power :
entxrely to remedy ' ' R '

Ru/er jbr ﬁ’m‘mg z‘be dccozmz‘:. SO

T uave already propofed to your l\/Ia_]e{’cy one Regula- '
txon on_this .head, Wthh Wlll procule the means of
knowmg, Wlth facxlrty, at all txmes, What were the re-.
venues and expences, ordmary or extraordmary, of the.
State, m every year; an eflential arrangement, but whxchj
hgs never taken’ place, by reafon of the dmﬁons ei’tabhfhed
: m

*._The many Tr eafulers employed in the feveral Depax tments were

~ ufed formexly to iffue their own private Bills for large fums, for the
. ufe of their refjedtive ﬂepartments ; whd a certain allowafice per cent..

was ‘made- fo. them- for their trouble in putting them in-circulation. .
Thefe Bills, with the Intereft upon the fame, were afterwards paid’
oiit of the" fums affigned “to:¢ach ‘départment; and at-the dxfpoﬁl of :
the Minifter of that department. It is particularly tofuch Bills, in the.
Marine depaltment, undex M. de Sartme, that N"eckm here’ aI-

IMCSQ . : . - ', s :
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in, the fatement. of. Accounts, and for want of having:
-mtade the Royal, treafury a common centre to whlch all
the: radii fhould converge. o ;
- "Fhis fegulation;” if it-meets: your ’\/Iajeﬁy s approba-
txon, will be: followed: by- a' fecond, which: is" riow i
commumcatxon, and which. farther drfclofes the’ fimple

- ard prudent plan whxch your MaJe{‘y is feekmg tor

dﬁablrfh
. D j&ozmz‘mg chk

MUC ';, vhas been fard of the Drfcountmo Bahk fome-
txmes it’his Beén confideéred as' one of the prmupal Te-
ﬂ')urces 6f the Admmr{’cratlon of fhe Fmances ; forhetimes
attempts have beer niadé to’ awaléen publrc fears doficerns’
ing’ its operatxon, “But” the moft’ fuperﬁcral knovfledge ‘of

 this” eﬂfirblxﬂlment might Have’ fufﬁced to fhew: how far:
“tHe' atter has been mrﬂakui xn thcle dxﬁerent con— '
Je&ures. ; G _

The Dxfcountmg Bank is - formed of an eﬁ"e&rve fund
pf Twelve MllllOﬂS, fupplied. by the {’cock—holders ; _and
“this fund is employed by their acrents, to difcount,. at- the
rate of Four per cent. per annum, l)rlls of exchang\, at
two or threc rnonths date. B .

Sucn an’ Intereﬂ: from Wl’llCh many expences, and
fometrmes loﬁ'es, afe to be. dedué’ted would have been
mfuﬂicrent for the Proprretors bu‘t they have entertamed

hopes, that “as’in’ the cafe of ah anciént’ Difeountmg -

Bank," eftablifticd by the" Ifidia’ Company, theit' Bills-
wouId for miete ‘conveniénce' be ‘taken as ‘caffh; if “the'
payment of them at the moment of exxgency were well
afcertained } 'an‘d’as the prmcxpal Barrkers in: Parrs, and
fome Fi mancrers, are, at. the head. ‘of this. eﬁablrﬂlment,

they have Had'it'intheir powks to" glfve an‘incréaféd cirs’.

culation to,their, Bills,. by.areciprocal. agreement:to take.

them, without heﬁtatron, in th‘e refpe& ve payments. Wh‘f,ﬁf-h L
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they fhould lnve to make : and, in’ xmltatron of t{herr.
example, others have Voluntarrly admitted their Bills' in
circulation, to the amount, neatly,’ of Twelve Mlllrons.*
This fum, added. to the Twelve Mrlllbns ‘of real ﬁock ‘
fupplled by the - Proprxetors, has doubled the ’ caprtals
applicable ‘to the" Difcounts ; and the produce divided
amongit the Propmetors has procured them an intereft of
about 8ix per cent.’ per annum upon the caprtal fnnd
they at firft advanced. o \ e

In this, Vtherefore, conﬁﬁs the beneﬁt of the Propne-

' tors and this benefit muft vary accordmg as the Dif=

counts are qulcker or ﬂower in [ucceﬂion, as loﬂ’es are
mcurred or avoided, and as the Bills are more or lefs i in
crrculatlon.' As to Government, it muft fee wrth plea-
at Four per cent. in trme of open war 3, ﬁnce thlS xs an
advantage to Commerce, and an - addrtronal means oE
keeping upon a ‘moderate. footmg, the mtereﬁ of other
pubhc Bills in crrculatron. ' o

‘In {hort, if 1t be acknowledged that the money carrred

: about every day, in the ftreets of Paris, from Bank to

Bank, is a ftock not abfolutelv dead and’ frurtlefs, the .

' fupplymg, in part, thefe daily tr ansfers by negociable Bills,

is. -drawing that money from a ftate of inadtion ; and un=

der_this point. of view. 1t is a fervrce rendered to cir-
: Culatron. ‘ - o

Nobody however has caufe to complam, ﬁnce thefe‘
Bxlls are only paid to thofe who prefer them, and. fince
the value of them m calh may ‘be recerved at any tlme;,
for the capital which they reprefent is always. in bank,
cither in Specie, or in Bills of exchange payable ata ﬂmrt -

' date, and which may be eaﬁly realized’; and there is al-

ways, befides this capital, that of Twelve Mrllxons fur-f

nithed by the Proprietors, ‘and ‘that gart of the proﬁts
thch they leave to accumulate. o 2 v

I o«




“has begn fu}ly evinced by fatal expcx 1ence.
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- 'The Dxfcountmg Bank has never. bcen im advance on

’ account of (.rovernment :on the contrary, as the Royal

treafury has conftantly a capltal in Bank, your Majefty
has often permltted fome millions to be employed in Bills

or Acknowledgements from the Dxfcountm gBank, payablc: '

at pleafure, in order to put-in c1rculanon ‘part .of the
dead ftock of the Royal treafury It is ev1dent, th*en

. ,vthat thlS Bank has not been of any dlre& utility to the
,Royal treafury, and that the mtereﬁ of the Government
in the fuccefs of this eﬁabllﬂlment, has been no other
‘than the. profpenty of Commerce, the moderation of the

mtereﬁ' of money, and a greater a&xvxty of c1rculatlon.
" But if it be carr‘ymg the matter too far, to fuppofc

» other advantages in the Dxfcountmg Bank, it is a yet

greater miftake to entertain- the fears that fome perfons
would wifh to excite, who pretend that an improper ufe

'rmght be made of the Bills of this bank, and the pubhc

one'day- conftrained to-take them in payment.- It is eafy

‘to be perceived, that if ever your Majefty fhould adopt 2

fyftem fo dangerous and fo fatal to France, and to her

"credit, as that of the creation of Paper-money, it is not the

actual ex1ﬁence of thefe Banking Bills which would favour
fuch an 1dea on the contrary, the utility to be drawn from,
a lecountrng Bank reftrained within proper bounds,
would be. only ,one more advantage to be facrificed,
amongﬁ fo many others, to, the falfe conception of Coined
Bills;, and it is certamly not the fimple refemblance of
two bits of paper, that can confound, in the eyes of men
of fenfe, the ‘enormous - dlﬁerence which exifts between
a Bank Paper voluntarlly received, and reprefentmg a real
depofit, and 2 Bxll purely ﬁ&xtrous, taken by compulﬁon.
inftead of money. -

But your Majeﬂty 5 opmlon on. thns matter, and your .

perfe& ]uﬁ:rce, much more than achain of arguments,'.

~ought to remove the fear of ever feeing the reprodu&xon a

of a fyftem of Paper-money, the meﬁicxency of Wh:ch

tls mcredlble how far, m an extenﬁ

[ 25l, ]
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| What I have fuid hxtherto conct*.rns only ﬁxe f’cate of
!hc Fmances, the royal treafury, and the publrc credlt.
I fhall ot enter into a detail of favmgs and reforma-
thDS Wthh Can prove 1mportaht on]y from thclr confey o
quences: but it is my duty to lay before ‘your.. Maje{’cy

2 cxrcumﬂantlal account of tho(e operano‘l 3 . whxch
havé not only mcreafed your royal revetnues.,‘,l;)ut are
mumately ¢conneed with” the prmcnples ofa wxfe .ad-a'”
miniftration, - Order nd" oeéconomy in- oeneral havé

~ been produ&lve, in this refpe& of feveral advantaoes,
exclufive of an increafe of your Ma_]e{’cy s revenues i fot -

,miﬁranon,
thofe” prmcrp]es mxhtafe aoarn{’c vxce and promo“te mo-,_,
rdls? ' becaufe they are awakened by the Facr lity of the
'varlous abufes and itis'a want of f proportron betwecn
the fervxces and the rewafds that difeouraoes rcal mejrfrt,

. and mulupth the Clalms of ‘meré pretendErs. It mu&"

. be confeffed that whilft thie love of lucre' predommates .
in eVery department, the fault is In fome re(pe@c charges .
able to the‘heads of admmxﬁranoh for met’ are Gpen to

“other encouragements which coft nothmg, and are’ of
mare real value: The moft, commenc’able oeconomy i

- to know the art of beﬁowmg them m a proper mannén -

¥4

Bozmtzer, Croujﬁes f a } szi Pe;g/’ o;zsr JESE

As I proceed wuh the account whxch I .am.to’ oive
your Mageﬂ:y, 3 cannot helo reﬂe&m«r on . :he wnf— ;

i

(a) Thls word means 2 gratuxtous mtereﬂ;, in an)—money
matter, granted to one whofe ﬁoek 1§ mcrel,' nommal
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dom of your regulatron concerning penfions, and ex-
’preﬂing a with that it may be generally and firictly ob-
ferved. I',xperrence has convinced me more and mote
how ufeful it was to fix one particular time for their
bemg drﬁnbuted By thls method the who]e amount
is at once laid before the Soverergn, who fees the full’
: 'extent oFthem, and 1s thus enabled to compare the de-

’ mands thh hls means to an(werthe fame. Beﬁdes IThave

obferved that feveral of thofedemands, whlch derwed'

great wexght from the moment. in.. which they were |

urged did hot make fo forcrble an rmpreﬂion when their.
, ment had been canvaﬁ'ed at ler[ure. :

Your MaJEHZY has alfo adopted on thls fubje& a very
ufeful law, by ena&xng, that all penﬁons and annual,-

N bountxes, afﬁgned upon feveral departments, thould. bc;‘:’

lﬁ'ued out of. the royal treafury on!y 3 mcludmg in one
and the fame patent a]l _grants . of any denommatron

, whatever beftowed on one ﬁngle perfon, . the better to.
. -gmde your Majeﬁy in dealmg juftice 1mpartrally, and .

ordermg all fuch penfions to be regiftered in your court,
or chamber of accounts. Thefe and other precautions:

recommended by your Majcﬁy wxll obvxate a world of .
abuies. : ' : : -

The vanous operatrons, calcu]ated to promote theS
'vexecutxon of ‘thofe plans, are now nearly compleated

they have ferved at the fame time to-difcover the extent -
of annumes, kiown under the name of penﬁons, ‘an-
nual bountles,

------

to ﬁnd that, on thlS account, your Fmances were an-

» nualfy charged wrth near. twenty-exght niillions of lis-
. vresy Imuch que{hon whether all’ the Soveregns in_.
S Europef

falanes contmued fuﬁenances, and~

 may be effeted.
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Europe put together lay out in penfions more sthan one
half of ‘the above’ fum. -Nay fuch kind of charge is
_unknown to feveral ftates: this objedt, from its extra-
vagant increafe, deferves of courfe -the moft ferious at-
tention. ‘As foon as I am able to aﬂ'ertam the exa&
amount of thofe penﬁons, and clafs them properly, I
fhall propofe to your Majefty a law and fome regulations
by which a gradual increafe of fuch unheard of - charges
I am confcious that I never was in-
ﬂrumental in mcreaﬁng them. Having, on the con-
;trary, withftood, in the beft manner, all demands whxch
were -not founded on a previous encragement or any
former and .eminent fervices done to the country. Were |
this latter confideration con{tantly attended to, in the -
diftribution of favours, the expence could never be great 3

or were it fo under fuch reftri@ions, it would prove a

blefling to the ftate : but when penfions are the confe—

~.quence of favour, it is impoffible to fix their lrmrts. _

There was another {'ort of bounty whtch had been

~,ﬂlamefully proftituted ; 1 mean the mtereﬂ; in the Fm-

ances, a cuftom whrch had crept in by deorees, owmg

' to fome pamcular circumftances.

The confuﬁon of ranks occaﬁoned by mtermarnages.
the rapld progrefs of luxury, the value fet on the gifts.

',of fortune, and above all cut’com, that great dlfpofer of

all thmgs, had caufed the favours ﬂowmg from the
throne, ¢o belooked upon as a. common refource ; the

purchiafing of employments, fchemes of: marriages and
“education, lofles unfofefeen, dlfappomted hopes, and
- all other events of that kind were become "a fufficient
“plea to folicit the Sovereign’ mumﬁcence.

One would
have thought that the Royal Treafury was to concthate?:

every thmg, remove all difficulties; and make good every
:  Ea2 , lofs




" have been- datly contnved

" tranfa&non precluded all COmplamts from the publics nay,
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lofs : and as the refource of penfions, ‘though extended
beyond all bounds,. could not fuffice to anfwer every

'pretenﬁon, or' fatisfy the cravings' of fhamelefs cu-
‘ledlty; other means were devifed, and new ones muft

- Interefts in the («) Fermesy
or their admxmﬂratlon, in the Etapes, (b) feveral depart-
ments of ‘ the I‘mances, “purveyorfhips, bargains -of
all kinds, not even excepting the contracts for fervmg
the hofprtals . all was welcome and reputed worthy - the
attention even of thofe” who, from their: fituation in
life, were often moft unfit to meddle with fuch-affairs.
Exclufive of the above ob_]e&, intereft . was made to ob-
tain fome parts of your Majefty’s doinains 3(c) exchanges
prejudicial to the interefl of the crown, a favourable af-
fefment of landed eftates infra valorem, “or the gtant of
fome foreﬁs, which were faid to be abandoned : nextf

came parnal payments of arrears on- penfions, the ac-
-quital of old debts, fometimes purchafed.at a very reduced

price, their being admitted into the loans, and fo many
other methods pradtifed, which were the more dangerous,
that the Sovereign’s confent was deemed unneceﬂary :
finge, under colour ofJu{’cxce, or of a minifterial arrange-

- ment, the Mmrﬁer alone could determine the matter. -

Yet it is eaﬁly imagined how far thefe meafures werg
acceptable, when once admttted The obfcunty of the

the

o Tt ¥
| —— ,‘.».--4".(-.;.‘.,..\) 3

(a) The duties, &¢. are parcehed out, and let upon leafe,

under the name- of Farms ; ‘whence the leﬂees are - ca‘lled ‘

F erthiers, or F a,rrners General
(5 ) M1 xtary Staples. i : S
( ¢) Demain of Dem‘;fnc, are thc K;ngs mhtntanteﬂ L

-at the breaking out of a war:
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theappearance of mutual convemency freed the perfon
obliged from the bonds of gratitude.- To this unfathom=
able abufe, therefore, I have thought it my' duty to op~
pofe the ‘ﬁrongeﬁ obftacles. - The difpofition of: your
mind makes fuch matters fo eafy to an honeft Minifter,
that the only merit I can claim is that ofhavmg feconded g
the mtenuons of your Maje{ly

Tée Pmﬁz‘ of F zfzaﬂezer: reducea’

- It had been for a: long time. the rnceffant complamt
that the Fmancrers ‘were too many in numper, and. their
emoluments £0o. great., lam at a lofs to account for: thett‘ .
The above truth
had at one time been overlooked, at another the abufe

con{’cant mumph over fuch cenfure.

" was countenanced for fome private confideration, and ‘

fometrmes alfo the mmtﬁer, after a ferious. attention to
this - rmportant objelt, was ditheartened by the. many
difficulties. - Neverthelefs this- interefting plan I have
laid down, preﬂ'ed its execution with eagernefs, and have
carried it, I truft, nearly to its perfetion, This was
dane durmg the war, hitherto accounted the Fmancrers
harveft ; and fuppofed to be an xmproper tlme for an un-
dertaking of that kind.  On the other hand, it was alfo
obferved that nothing {hould be attempted againft them
when peace was ref’cored, in ordgr to find them again
‘no reformatton had taken
place, and thefe" prOJe&s had only ferved to exercife
the eloquence of various authors and eﬁ'ay wrxters. . ‘

For my part, I VIewed the matter in another lrght. I
Was fenfible that the natronal credlt did not depend on
the Fmancxérs, but on the neceﬂity the mogpey lenders
were.in to place their. capntal in fome manner or other;

-and that, as to the Financiers themfelves, it was chime-
ncal to bclrevc in thexr growmg difcouraged or even

dlfcons
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difcontented: becaufe, in ‘the dxfpofal of . thelr money

they were like all other men, who lend.neither- through
‘ aﬂ'e&xon nor. gratrtude, but.only according asthe means |
are fecure and convenient. J therefore thought that . the
main. point was carefully to: ﬁrengthen the conﬁdence

due to-the ftate, and; that, by invigerating ‘the body of the
‘tree from whence all the branches derive: therr fubftance,

it would prove the means of mtroducmg, wrthout in-
- conveniency, all fuch reformations and - {uppreﬁion
that might: appear evidently ufeful fince the advantage

bemg obvious, the eagernefs of the money-lenders would
- increafe : the event has provcd that the idea’ was. not -

. mjudrcrous.

Some of the T reafurers, before the:r number was |

reduced and' themfelves were made degendant of the
,Fmance, had entered into unlimited engagements. - Tt
: was in the midft of thefe operatrons that T propofed arer
. forrnatlon of mﬁmte advantage to . your Maje&ys in=
tereft : far from proving an 1mpedrment, it has given
new a&rvrty to the cxrculatxon. : -

The reunion of all the Recexvers General to one: ﬁngLe-

admrmftratloﬂa and Jlimitting. to -three compames the
gathermgs of all duties, is a matter of great importance,
‘and which 'had been conﬁdered as teeming wrth the

greateft leﬁCUltlES. Thefe and feveral other fchemes_» ’ "

have been executed wrth eafe and pun&ualxty Yet, ac-
cordmg to a lonor received opinion, to. introduce the Jeaft
alteratron in the Serme génirale; or even in the forms of

the money bills and receipts, was to meddle with : thef
~ark of the covenant, and the attempt -could ‘niot -but

ftagger publ.c confidence, .’ Expenence has' evinced' the
falfity of fuch aﬂ'ertrons :  however, asthere is no ancient
; prejudrcé but: what has fome kind.of: foundation, I'have

cndeavoured to account forit, and thxs has occurred to me:
‘ When ;

[ 3t

 YWhen: conﬁdence cannot be- mforeed by reafonifig}’

~ when owing to‘the’ bad ftate of: affairs;. it-is obtained by

illufory’ means, and thus becomes the” mere’ eff6&t’ of
habit 5 thén the® leaft alteratrbn in*the’ very formS‘ muft
prot'e dangerous, it qmckens reﬁeé’uon,a ahd mrftrtift?
efifdes’s but! where® affairs are" in' perfeét” order, -wherd

‘prudcnce gurdes admrmftranor‘r and* tHevlﬁ‘ttErfﬁnds" its .

advahtage'in being watched anid havrhg its? o‘pe’i'ﬁfionsfexd

 ploréd :'thien'it' ftaid$ in’ no fedr of ahiy bad efedt refules

ing frdm afi'awakened-attention ynor fromthe confequence :

ofa't narrow mveftfgatron. “Thus whilfts *Kind ‘of aw

-andll- grounded fédrs have kept'upifo many abufes= ird

 the very bofomof peacé's’ it'is*in’ the’midfe: of a war. aind

by giving new life to the national credrt that the greateft
alteration” in’ all “the departme’nts of the F ma‘nces héve

'been eﬂ‘e&ed by your Majefty. T e

. \ Trecyizrers- . _,i

Excluﬁve~ of cthe! (avmgs that' anfe toiyout Majéﬁy

fiom” having reduced the - nutibér ofuTreaﬁrrers, and
- their” Ex¢hequer: fees‘wthxs opéeration'‘offérs fomer ad«

vantage: to-: admrmﬁratmn.s Int the - firft plice: it!-is'of

~ gieat: benefitin genéral to leffen:the: ‘Humber- of tresfurys
~ boards ;. ‘becaufe there is not one- but: occaﬁons\ the-fink=

ing of fundsy and this muﬁ of : coutfe: preclude the.cir-

jculatrom Beﬁdes by mulnplymg «the number of Trea- :

furers, : the rifk;:and:the; neéefﬁty of infpeors, muft i in-

_creafes - On the: other.-hand,’ ‘neither- mfpe&ron, not
- controuli.can: be fuﬂicxent (ecunty, ‘when the" perfon.

who is accoum:able is mc]med ‘to-abufe- hls truft, ‘and.

'ﬁudres every art to fecure to himfelf the en)oyment of
- the, pubhc« money.-. In effedt, a- ‘fum’ given on account
of an aiﬁgnment remaxnmg in the bearer s hands, a re--.

TR A s : ‘ . : cexpt
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eeipt obtamed on a fimple note, &c. from- the board, and .

many.. other methods are: fuﬂicxent to. mrﬂead the moﬂ‘
, vxgllant comptroler.
‘portance. that! the moral condué‘c of. the truf’cee be the:
foundation of public conﬁdence. , And as it is 1mpoﬁible
“for.- adminiftration . to keep a- watchful -eye :on. the
‘p_nvate tranfa&rons of a.great number..of . perfons, it.

~highly concerns: the ngs intereft that aMxmﬂer of
~the Fmances may -have his attention- limited; to a. fmall
"number of accountables, and thefe be- drf’cmgunﬂxed by ;
~ their ﬁtuatron and fortune 5 fuch as the Keepers of the,

Klng 5 Treafury, one. Treafurer for the war department,
one for the navy, -and, one for the. ng s houfhold

vent their makmg a bad ufe of their: perfonal cre-
dit; and in order to do it more eﬂe&ually, I have juft
-propofed that fuch of the Treafurers notes as your Ma«

' Jeﬂy might . permrt them-.to negocrate be. previoufly

“checked by the firft .clerk of the ﬁnances. By - thefe-
" means- the extent of fuch a cxrculauon will ‘be. deter-
mined; and it will- be in .the power of the Mmlﬂ:er of;
the Financees ‘to keep up that-kind of credit, which
mxght be. def’troyed ‘by notes: of the Treafurer s i nemg
given to the.contradors ;. for, by addmg to.the profits.
they get-on. their contra&s, ‘the difference of one half:
per cent. on the intereft is fo- tnﬂmg, ‘that there is no
dependmg on their moderatlon. . And yet the rife of
one half per cent. of the mtere{’c, 1s, in point of pubhc

o credrt, an’ event of the hlgheft rmportance. ‘

: -Nor‘dees' yeur-‘ I\@ajeft}' eo'nﬁ,ne ydt:r.‘r;efourcesibj-fuiriﬂ
. je&in"g th*e"'I‘rea(u’ryi-‘-notes" to the prefcribed forniaklity.: -

' for

In ﬁne, your Majeﬂy,‘ makmg the T reafurers dea
pendent of the Mrmi’cer of Fmances, meant to. pre‘l

It is therefore of the utmoﬁ: im=..

/
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For-ttds not in thelr prrvate cdpacity ‘that the Treafurem
find credit ; itis in’ confideratidn of their, being. ina
place where. it is’ fuppofed that, on account of their re]a-

tioh with government ‘théy Rave recourfe to thofe‘lo“ans./ '
In fuch cafe théit enoagemehts are the-better intitled o

ulec con%dence as their operattons are more c!ofe!y ina
fpe&ed and fubmrtted to an’exalt and regular ordet.
It {houlﬂ be further obferved; that it is not the. number‘
of Tendels that adds to thie refourcee of the flate. . Exa
pe;ience has made {t evidetit 6 a- éemon&ratmn that

a certam ﬁlm of

~ burfed within'a gi‘ven time;*fo that, when - there exift
- fivé or fik fiich modes of - r:uﬁng a loan, no more money

-

ohey only is laid out’ in- bxlls,‘ k
¢ referlptlons (orcers for payient) frocks to be reim~

c0uld ‘bé procur red were they ten times more hurmerous;

quite the reverfe. If any one’ of them fhould mfpxre'

more conﬁdence then the rei’t, it would be productive
of more evil than.good: “becaufe fuch 2 partlahty often
induces momed men to ﬂzmd out tlll they can difpofe.
‘of their money according to their favourtte A{cheme,
and this retards the a&wrty of -circulation, "~ A&uated
by this motlve, T did not chufe to gratit bills or intereft
ot the po{t 6fices; tho' they aré held. in great. efti-
ma‘tron, afid T have been often folicited to: iffue them out
But (heir produce bemg very circumfcribed. conﬁdermg
the ltmxted revénues’ of that: farm, thexr adtmﬁion
would “Wave been hurtful to the negoc:atmg of

effeéls whrch ‘drfiount to a MOTeE . conﬁderable fum.‘

A Mmiiler of thie Finances -muft t"xerefore, upon any
cxtraordmary fupply ‘being tendered to himy examing
mmutely whether the profened loah méy not occairon
his loﬁng a greater adyantage's 2 mere difplacing is
oftén mift 1kefx for 2 proﬁtable arqutbuon,' and what

oA
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‘, 3n the end proves an obﬁacle, or 4 real damage, is: aa,
dopted at ﬁrft as an advantageous bargam. SAICEE

i ,a,:{

A farther and no leﬁ. ufeful confequence, accrumg
,} from the correfpondence fettled between’ the Treafurers
“and the Minifter of the Fmances, is that the whole a-

mount of the expendrture is fully laid before your

_,Ma;eﬂy. Arhd can it be denied that in general fuch
- an . arrangement isa wholefome regulation ? it hrghly
“concerns the fervice.of your MaJeﬁy that the head of

the chief departments be converfant in ‘the real {tate of

the Finances ; nor is- it lefs requifite that the meﬁer

who prefides over the latter fhould have a thorough
knowledge of the. expendxtures. The reference ‘and
comparifon between thofe feveral. obJe&s enlwens the

gemus of &atefmen.

‘ fulted from xt, but alfo becaufe it has put an eﬁ'e&ual -

Recez‘vers Genem! ',

What I have faxd fpeakmg of the Treafurers, on the

“inconveniencies attendmg a multlpllmty of Treafury=-
boards was equally applrcable to the Receivers Gene-
ral, who where 48 in number. Therr united ‘funétrons_
your Majefty has intrufted to twelve commiflioners :".this

operation is of infinite utility to the fervice of your, Ma—
jefty ; not only by the material favings which have re-

{’rop to thofe pecuniary’ advantages whrch drd not re-

~ dound to the fervice of your Majetty. 1 am-not per-
‘ fe&ly clear in’ my ideas on the- matter, but.this I know

that there are already fix Treafurers ‘whofe purchaﬁng
fees have been refunded out of the money unaccounted
for by'thcm, and of whxch tbey had. dxfpofed many

years .
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years ago either for ‘engagements entered into for the

‘ \purchafe of their- employments, or: to advance to the
King, upon mtereft, fome part of his.own. money, of
- perhaps to. take a Ihare in’ fome prrvate venture,

‘,-"»’ LN "/

By ‘means of the. new arrangement, approved of by

~ your: Majefty, the: above nuifances are’ effeétually re-
moved : Mince nothmg can now be concealed or myfte« ,
‘ rxouﬂy carrred on: and this will of courfe prevent anv
~ part of the’ ng s money bemg applxed to private pur-
- pofes. " ‘This could not be effeéted without a perfect unz

derftanding: with and among {o many pcople, that the

‘very'idea-is repuonant to reafon. A company or board -
: has no motive to forego the eftablrﬁled rule: for the

errors of : a pe érfon accountable, fprlng only from the per=

~ plexity of his  own private affairs:: ‘but the very mif-

conduét of an individual eaanot’ influence the meafures
of acompany, whofe nature it is to.a& and. refolve in -
common ; and whrch is not even permitted to iflue jany

- extraordinaries out of the Treafury, without the- fan&ion

of the Minifter. From the above. obfervatrons it..ap=
~ pears obvioufly, that the only way to fecure the manage-

~ment of large receipts and expendrtures from all rifk and

perplexlty, is to-entruftit to a board :0r compnay,

T he value of the {ecunty, acerumg from the non-

appointment of Receivers-General, will foon be felt 3

cfpemally, as long .as we keep in, remembrance the con-

»ftant, though unequal attention which forty~e|ght Re-

ceivers rendered 1nd1fpenﬁble. Neverthclefs, (and thts
'feems unaccountable) noththftandmg thefe forty-crght

: Recewers 'were totally unconnef’ced in their warious ope=

ranons, and that they were by no means refponﬁble for:
: Fz’.-. ach




each other § yet from the very fimilarity 'of name, and
‘ thexr umtmg on {ome partlcular oceaﬁons, their. credﬁt
xofe or fell mdxfcrzmmately in the world’s opinion. -Hence
the evil. management of: any private Re,cewe:-Gﬁn@rgll
" was Jooked upon 4s a matter of. ftate, which. muft be -

_ prevented at-any rate : and: thus it is.that;a bad conftxtu- ‘

tion perverts every 1dea, and. confounds all: propomons.
Another advantage, in ﬁx)e, Whlch mu(,t follow from
the ‘new. regulation:is, -that it will- -promote a ‘plain ; and

perfe& knowledge of the real Pate of the fums to be’ re& -

" covered, - ThlS wxll occaﬁon -the matt;er ‘to-be fettled
_with more; umformxty, or at leaﬁ in a manner. more pror
: portxonable to the faculties of. the Provmees. 9o that
| without i lmpmrmg your: Ma)eﬁy s. revenues, byt by fors
wardmc a listle. the payments of a Provxqce, favoareql
with-a plentxful crop,. they. will be made .more eafy foy
that- diftsi& which: mwbt ftand in: need of fome ‘ins
dulaences. I R PO N R IO O P

Recezfuer.y Geizeml aj z‘be Demqﬁzex aizd
e Fomﬁs.

; A&uated by the {ame prmczples, I have thought it
rny duty to propo(e to your Ma)e(ty the reducmar of the
forty-eight Receivers General of the' Demefnes dnd
Forefts to onge ﬁngle admmnftutxon. * ‘The former mode
was liable to. fome of the inconvencies above {tated, The
fame obfeungy, the fame d.vaﬁon, and the: fame enjoy: -
- ment: of momes mtrufted to.their care pre\falled and of
. courfe an equal fhare of pcr{onal ayxd dwxdeg,i conﬁdence
Was requiﬁte. i But the ‘nagure of the recoyeries, comy
{mtted to the carg of the Rece'

W'ers of the Demefnes dnd

~the Demefn.e laW. =
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‘Fore[ts, added to the defes. of ;’ueh an eftabhﬂ)ment. B

-----

Demefnes and at the {ame tlme to recexve theu‘ pro-,

‘duce, adling moreover feparately in their refpeé’uve di~,

{tricts, there could be no _,leQfmlfY O,f p;mc:ples, ,'a‘-‘h

‘Recelver mﬁfted on, the Ic'{em;,fmcgl rights, . accordmg to,

his knowledge and intereft : and by fuch “means thls
moft xmportant admmxftratxon was, as it were, varxagated‘ ‘
and diverfified in a. manper, mﬁmtely prejudicial to the
intereft of yourrMa1efty\. Beﬁdes, although the know-
ledge of the Deinefnes be not eaﬁ]y attamable, and re=
qmres along ‘experience, yetithefe places were bought
up by perfons. ‘who ‘had neyer- quahﬁed themfelves. by
any previoys ftudy for fuch employments., They were

often’ purchafed for the fole purpofe of rifing alittlg above

the. {phere in wh1ch the purchdfer: moved befére: thus

have I feen among the. former Réceivers-General 2 man
who formetly was your majefty’s faddler, (a).a Ward-
Comrﬁiﬂ'ar;y',» ‘and ‘other perfons whele previous avocas.
tions were fotally’ unconne&ed thh the knowledge oﬁ’g g

o

Tne colle&mg of the revenues of]ands poﬁ'eﬁ'ed byv
your Majetty, and of the quit- -rent of your Royalties
had been committed to a dlﬁm& adminiftration ; and

“'this was. difmembered from. the enfemble of the Domains,
, Tho{'e evx]s have been effe&ually removed by reducmg s
~to one ﬁng]e company all thofe admmlﬁratlons. An

unity of prmcxp]es proved the confequence, and’ know-

ledge gathered new ﬁrength from mutual mtemoarfe,
. S .Meam

Slamisagy Frlacs

( a ) Comnﬁxﬂ'axfe de Quaruer, m.mfersor Magxﬁrate whosfe . .
tions bear fomé afﬁmty to thofe of our Juftices of the Peacg.

B . . Y
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» Mean whx!e, in order to prevent the- entermg into an/

dnblous law fmts, ‘and at the’ fame time that no- lawful

c]alm {hould be dropt, I have: addcd t6 the” commlttee ;
vappomted }to manage the htxglous pomts “of that de-

partment, two emment councds, wrthout whofe" ad-
vice no demand is to be prefented before acou‘rt of

'juﬁlce. S

Pay-szt’em of' z‘be Rem': on z‘/se Hotelrde'

Vllle Ya Tawﬂ-bazf/é j

IS | do not apprehend that any alteranon ought to
, take place in thxs department.

The moderate emolu~
ments allowed to thofe ‘Pay- Maﬁers are well earned
both by their labour;® and the xmportance of their func-
tions,: be fides the ftateof their_ ar:counts is in very . good

K order; ' When your Ma}ef’cy, by appropnatmg an extra
fund to thofe rentsy’ fhall have. fixed for théir payment

the - fame terms that - are kept’ by the Pay-Mafters of
arrears, it will then: be a faving .to fupprefs the lattcr,

and unite their oﬂices to thofe of the former. R

‘f/.’re cal/eé?z;zg qf cz!l :%mrf; Qf duz‘zes dzwdc’d |

éez‘wem tbree Compczlzzer. o

The ufefulnefs of thrs drvxﬁon has been I thmk fuf'— :

ﬁcremly explamed in the reculanon 1ffued out for that

, Purpofe by your MaJeﬁy 3 and it feemed to me that the
~ opinion of all ranks wasin favour of. this meafure. In
g ‘Fﬁ'e& takmg a furvey of the numerous offices exrﬁ‘mg ’

when your Majeﬁy entru{’ced to me the admmlﬁratlon

,pf the Fmances, I clear]y percelved that this mu}nplx-
'gtty of'dxﬁmé’c eﬁabnﬂlments, for regu zmng matters of

- : “a ﬁmxl¢§

[N
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;'a ﬁmxlar nature, orxgmated from the necefﬁty of thev

trmes.: By creatmg new offices ready-money had been
obtamed and. the bad tendency over-looked Yet the
mcreafe of expences and falarles was a lofs to the Ex-‘

;o

prove drf’rreﬂing, and often vexatlous to the people.

: Tn general the greate(’c ﬂmphcrty and the reumon of_r

fimilar departments, canftitute the true prmcrples of ad-
mxmftrarxon.;' Every ufele[‘s Wheel in the machme
brmgs on mconvemenmes of vanous kmds, and the
meﬁer in whom all the dlﬁicultres ultrmately center, -
and all obfcacies umte, feels more forcrbly than any-

’man the truth of thofe prmcxples.

After havmg prevarled with your quefty, in thc

: very firft year of my- admmlftrauon, to’ ruppre(s feve-

ral oﬂiees, I thought the term " for - renewmg the
leafe of the Ferme Gerzerale, ‘the fitteft * opportunity to
dxvlde betwixt three compames only the whole gather-

; ‘mgs of all the duties. ‘I propofed to your Malefty to

umte to each of thofe compames the colle&orﬂnps

'moft analogous to theu‘ re(pe&xve dep'xrtments, and

fuch as requxred from the heads, or the clerks, the fame
kmd ofknowledge. ’

The proﬁts allowed to the Fermzefs have been mode-‘
‘rated, not fo far. however, as to damp the fpmt excited
by perfonal intereft, which it is important to keep up.

T have had the good fortune to meet with the greateft fa-
' crhty in treatmg of thefe condmons and the members of

‘thofe compames, who? bemo for the beft pa.thxghly ime
proved by educatron, are not like former Fmancners,
readily acceeded to the’ wrfe and prudent mea(urcs which

: ,I laid before them in the name of your Maje(ty, :




[ o4s ] ;

l have alfo takén i care, in fetthnc thxs matter, to a!k
of them fuch good—wx}l for the renewal of thexr Ieafe,
as did not expofe them to- any evxdent nfk ‘but, in order
that your Ma_;efry {hOu]d Tofe nothmg by this conven-‘
tion, they aré to reckon their ‘right to a fharé in the
'beneﬁts, from a given fum exceedmg by fome mxllxone
‘ the'| prrce of therr leafe, By purfumg this new method,
I have freed your Majefty from the neceﬂity of grantmg
’thofe ‘demands which fubje&s ‘hive a right to make
to their foverergn ; whén the latter will have them to
‘anfwer at the rifk of theéir forttine; for even*s whxch are
Beyond theu‘ forecaft a‘nd mﬂuenc{e : :

dtis. for the like reafons, and m order to. fave the_

heavy charges attendmg a guaranty ; thdt I advrfed your
MaJefty not to rent out the dutres of the aides (excrfe,
&c.) as their produ& is fubje& to great varxatlons 5. but

to umte thrs part to fome other of the fame nature, un-

der the dlreé’non of the general admxm&ratron.

The fecurrty entered mto by prwate perfons, in mate

ters of public concern, does not extend to fuch acc1dents j
as might endanger. théir fortune: and of courfe, the'
‘chance attending the produce from the duties, can never -

make it convenient for the Soverexon to give up any
important point, with a view of - convertmg probable
events-into certainties : buit the want of foré-fight is the
bane of . calculauons,
finances intrufted to a Mxmfter may be, if he- limits his
attention. and folxcrtude to, the mdnth or week-; his

funéhons appear trlﬁmg in hxs eyey’ and all.the fchemes_

he purfues build en that narrow principle. - Beﬁdes, it

can hardly be concelved how detrrmental has been: 3t

all times the want of a certain eafe in the Royal Trea=
fury,

and however conﬁderable the’

i A
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fury ; and itis unaccountable that it never occurred how
eafy it was to procure it in time of peace : fince I haveA :
" béen able, even durmg the war, to bring it about. It is
by fuch means that T have fteered clear of the neceﬁity -
of facrxﬁcmg to momentary exigencies: whilft it is well
known, that formerly for want of having adopted ex-"’
tenﬁve and antxcrpated meafure.,, that force of. c1rcum~ '
ftances was heavxly felt, and a- train of expenﬁve opera-—
tlons proved the confequence “for monied people keep :
“a watchful eye over the Exchéquer, and they eaﬁly ‘
make their own terms; when adnumftratxon graws nege
le&ful and is loft to all order ahd forecaft; i

It has been rathcr pamful to me that the crrcumftanm.
ces have prevent ed the reducmg of the money advanced ‘
by the F armers- General But care “has been taken to
enable your Majefty, to do it, by’ makmg payable at
p]eafure that part of theu' advance whxch bears 7 per

cent. mtereft.

The faime precautlons have been ufed in regard to the

' admmlﬁranons s and thofe rermburfements once. ‘'madé

good Iam ofoplmon that the capital required for thofd
various places,. will not exceed the bounds of reafon.f'
~The neceﬁity of laying down too exorbrtant a fum of

. money, may oblxge even .the rlch fubje& to !eeep ata e

dri’cance, and raife new. difficulties at the exprratron of a-
leafe : yet I think that the other. extreme fhould be ag

' carefully avorded and that it is ufeful for the fervice of

your Majefty, that” thofe departments fhould not fall to "
the fhare of ‘common men : for; whilft the multrplrerty‘ :

‘ of duties, the i intricate mazes of the laws by which they

are to be reoulated and the drverﬁty of lecal cuftoms,
' ‘ G S mako
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make the colle&mg of them in fome refpedt arbitary ; it
it s of great 1mportance, that the pruderice of the
admmrf‘trator fhould ¢ome in fupport of the fpmt
of the law.

X 'S

I {harl not run over the other parts of the reformanons

ln the Fmances, and thmk 1t beft fo ]eave aﬁde all thofe

Whlch tend to enforce order and oeconomy, without of=
fermg any new thoughts concerning admxmftrattom
Amongﬁ: the former may be claffed the altertions” that
have taken pIace in regard to the poﬂ-oﬂice leafe ‘the

management  of lotteries, the contraétors for mxhtary’ ‘
Jﬁaples and - convoys, with many others. There fill
“exifted, however, an effential defect of adminiftration,

in the terms granted to, the contra&ors for military

:ﬁaples, ‘Who were to fhare the benefits proporuoned to
~ the ‘amount of the expendxture, the. very oppof té to

‘what fliould have been the aim of the meﬁer. This
is now altered, the croupers are fet afide, dnd by means
of a particular attention payed to that department,

there has been made in the very firft year a faving of the |

greate& 1mportance. '

" The leafe of the falt-pits of Lorrain has alo been |
~ made a private aﬂ'arr, and out of the '35 fols, allowed to

the Farmers General, ninetéen are divided amongﬂ: ufe~
lefs: croupers. This abufe ‘will | ‘be put to fan end by

| ‘means of a plan of union and oeconomy Whrch I mtend
to lay foon before your Maje{’cy.

N Nay the very Oﬂray.t ( grants) of Lyons had been put :
by favour into the hands of contractors; and your Mas

- C , Jefty

. T 43 ) |
Je&y has ]uﬁly fatisfied the clalms of ‘the General
Hofplta{ in that city, by granting for its fupport the be—-
neﬁts hltherto (hared amongft the croupers. . r

Several ether departments were alfo: become obJe&s
ofhberahty and munificence. Your Majefty being

- mformed of it, has remedied the evil, The only de~
‘partment of Finances, where I could find no abufe of

that nature, is the gunpowder-o office, the terms of whtch
were iettled by Monﬁeur Turaot. S .

When 1 look back on . all the obJeFts of oeconomy
which- have engrofled my attention, from the Ferme-

‘-Generale down to the ‘moft trifling expence, 1 readxly
' confefs that feveral matters  muft have ¢fcaped my no-

tice, and ftrength failed me in the immenfity of details:
Butl have endeavoured to fill with the fame {pirit thofe.

~ whom I had chofen to aﬁiﬂ: me : their care, zeal, and

activity havmg anfwered my tmpulfe, 1 had nothing

o .more to do than to give the firft motion, for every part of
L my department to be thoroughly mveftlgated and pro-

perly enqulred into.

/

xpences qf t/Be ng s Houﬂold

No fooner had your Mdjeﬁy granted me leave than

‘.,I fet about exammmg ~all the reafonable favmgs that
,.couid be propofed to your Ma_)ef’cy in yourcwrl hf’t

and I foon perceived that the firft flep to be taken, in

‘order to attam a compleat know]ege of 1t, was to tem- '

per the authority given to. each parttcular officer ; and

.that, without diminithing the fplendor and dxgmty of
v.ttherr hxgh oﬁ‘xces, 1t was eﬂ'entnal that all money-matters

Gz2 - fhould




[ o441

fhould be referred to the Minifter of your houthold and
‘the Minifter of - your Majefty’s Finances. . |
thought, though plain and rational, appeared ‘rather
" bold. Idon’t know whether it created me any enemies;
“for thofe private combinations never ftay’d my atten-

‘tion. I have always thought that the only manner in
‘which your ] Majetty fhould be ferved, and the only one -

alfo it'becomes me to follow, was to mind my duty

"and fulfil it: that all other method was unworthy of
'a man in a high poft, and beneath an elevated mind :

and as fuch motives have ever influenced my condudt,

I have ﬂattered myfelf that at one time or otherJufnce :
would be done to i, and that people would know how

1o d[fnngulﬂl between that plam ﬁrmnefs, whlch leads

~ the fteps of a Minifter' whenever any good is to be
.done, from the childith fpirit” of pretenfion which

- pants after authonty, for the vain purpofe of dlfplay-
‘lng ity

Mean whxle, after havmg thrown over the admmi-

: ftratxon of the Fmances ahght of which it was de-

pnved for want only of even a {ufficient power to pro-

‘cure information, care was taken to examine that mqft .
effential department of - the houfho]d known by the -
-name of Chambre des demers, (money board) and it foon
".appeared that the number of tables, thexr regulatlon,‘
and that of the ofﬁcers and Kitchen, were, in every re-
- fpe& a model of ufelefs and ‘intricate expences. A

crowd of oﬂicers were at the fame time purveyors,

deckers, and guefts ; an extravagant expen&rture was

the confequence and thence alfo proceded ‘ a ‘number
of pnvrleges burdenfome t6 ‘your provinces : but what

'advantaae could refult ‘from this: knowledge, and from
thofe plans of reformatxon fo often lard down and Te-

L B Je&ed

The firft
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‘,e&ed ‘without your Ma)eﬁy 5 pecuhar notlon of order
--.and true grandeur ? You: have exammed all, and’ feen

every thmg with your own eyes : you have given your

" approbation to a fimple and eafy plan, which, wnthoutl .
"‘preventmg the fervice from being done with ‘punétu-

ality, without mterfermg with its external _pomp, will

fave one half of the expences, and greatly benefit the

,ﬂadmlmﬁratxon, by the fuppreﬂion of prlvrleges and
ufelefs employments., In" the mean time this plan of

reformation was contrived. with fufficient attention to
extort the applaufe even of the partles concemed, who -
could not but fubmit to that [pmt of juftice whxch ac-

g tuated your Majeﬂy.

There remam fill feveral artrcles of expences, re]atxve :

~_to. your " - Majefty’s -houfhold, ‘which will be laid fuc-
, ,ceﬁi»ely before you, that your Majeﬂy may determme
~what you may thmk moi’c convement. , '

Tée ng 5 Demcﬁzes.

The Lordﬁnps and the various Demefnes, whrch for-

- merly conttituted the principal revenues of the Monarch, -
~ have been alienated by degrees, and eftranged from the
’ crown, by glfts or fales under price ; as alfo by the fet—
ling of appennages, prejudrcxal exchanges, - and even
- u{'urpatron fo that thxs part of your Majefty’s revenues is.
. now reduced to one mllhon and a half of lxvres, excluﬁvc
‘ofthe produce of the Royal Foref’cs. : '

»I‘he recovermg of that part of the Deme{'nes which . .

~ had been purchafed, or ceded by favour, has often been ‘
: propofed as a conﬁderable refource ;- Louis XIV. in

k';bc yeqr 1667, made alqw go that purpofe 3. and the.

fame

\
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fame plan was purfued by your Majeﬁy $ auguﬂ orand-—

father, in 1719 ; -but thefe regulations, as they enforced

the dlfpoﬂ'eﬂing of perfons equally powerful by theirbirth
#nd intereft, met with obftacles which prevented their
being put into execytion.. It has fince been attempted
‘to reach that end by other means. ; but abufes diametri-

cally oppoﬁte to the prmaples of a wxfe ﬂdmmlﬁranon, '
Every fuhje& of any condition

_~have been the refult. .

“whatever, was empowered to: requue that fuch or fuch
“Pemelne, in the poﬁeﬂion of a mortgagee, fhouldbe put

up to pubhc fale; upon aprov:fo that the claimant
fhoiild, at the firft ‘hand, bid:a ‘higher price for the

fame : but alaw by which one fubjeft is entitled to fue

‘ another, to prey into his engagements, and mfpeé’c his -

 yent- -rolls, could ‘be complied with only by men who

cared little for the good opinion of the public.  The

“¢onifequence ‘'was, ‘that they ‘tempered with the mort-
- gagees, offering to drop ‘their ¢laim for a pecuniarycon- -
The new adjudications then became illu-
five, and-it has been proyed by experience,. that cHe con- !

fideration._

fequences. of fuch inftitutions were more detrimental
than advantageous. to the Exchequer. _ ouch a, proceedm
wherein government hefitates:or dreads. to - fhew 1tfelf

;appeared to ‘me beneath the drcmty of a Soverexgn 3 it

s .the part ‘moft. worthy of a Prince to explore in hig
wifdom what he :can and . ought to do, and retain

within himfelf the power of, execumg fuch plans A

may have been approved -of by hxsluf’uce.

I thought it needlefs alfo to prOpofe to your Majeﬁy

~the renewal ‘of the laws ena&ed in1667 and 1719 for
fear of being once more un(’uccefsrul by having- the
;fame Qhﬂ:ac}es to epcounter . bcﬁdes, Ju{hce would Te-

qmre

ey

e o e e !
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;qmre a prompt reimburfement of the monies laid dowt
by the mortgagee : and, fuppofing that it could be done;

the mere difpbﬁ'eﬂing of the occupiers (a grievous cir=

" cumftance for them) could be effeGed only by trufting
to the agents. of adminiftration the i improving of thofe

lands, which, in the hands of private perfons who have E

- the intereft of their, property at: heart, wdl ever prove -
“more beneﬁcxal to the ﬁate. - |

It was therefore my opxmon, That your Majeﬂy‘
ought to glve the preference to a plan lefs advantageous
in appearance, but eafier and ‘more certain in its execus
tion: fuchis the courfe your Majefty has taken, as ap-

“pears by the edi& in council lately publifhed on this

matter : you were plegfed to require only of the mort-

‘gagees to give an- exact fate of the Demefnes they are
- poflefled of, and alfo of the revenues arifing therefrom‘

In confequence of fuch mformanon, the Adminiftrators-

“General ‘of the Demefnes will examine thh attention

what rent-the former may be charged with. annually, in

~order toftrike a more even balance between your Finan+

ces'and the produce of your: Demefnes.: The aforefaid

4dminiftrators - will ‘have it in charge to adJu(t the
matters’ armcably thh the mortgagees, that equlty,,
‘more than the rigour of the law -may determme the-

cdufe, in cafe any difficulty fhould arife, a comm{ﬂ‘m

from your. councrl is appointed to fettle the matter,
Neverthelefs your Majefty does not infift on the mort<

gagees fubmlttmg to the award of the commx[ﬁoners,

if the former ihould think proper to require the reim-

burfement of the purchafe-money, and glve up the

“,mortgaocd Demcmes. - o : -

e

M”""l"\hefe' |




[ 48 ]
_ ’r h.o:f‘ek inoit’ga'g'ees,' on theycpntrary? who wiﬂ. fu‘bm‘it
to the payment of the rents, at whnc}f they‘ may be
aflefled, will continue in,poffe’ﬁyign; durxr?g;the rch;.gn of
‘your Majefty ; fo as not to bc,'dxf’curbed_ upon any pres
tenfe whatever : and this quiet pp(l‘ef}iqn,‘ in whxch_
| they,aré'to be'maintgined, “and v‘vh"ich'mayy be {gneyvecri |
in all the fucceeding reignS'?f will prove a fre{h ens
couragement to agriculture, as the moftgagees w.Ill‘ the‘n
‘think it their intereft to jmprlo;_v,ev Fhe De@efncs in ‘tihep'

L febipl»ekwilézar'é converfant in_this matter have been |

of opinion that; befides an fnérﬁéfe of rﬁ"?"“?: which.
fnuft gradually refult from your laft Ediét, the regula-

tions therein fet forth would prove of infinite_ utility,

were it but to point out the ufurpations, and prevent
' their future increafe.  In effec, your Majefty enadls, -
that the ‘mortgagees fhall be obliged to make a.return

once at leaft during your reign of the real ftate of their |

Demefnes: all former laws had ordained fuch an. ac-
count to be given every five years; but evafions were

freqUent; and the fupinenefs of adminiftration in this re-

'fpe& is one of the principal caufes of the, @:@nfvuqﬁqn?
which at this day prevails in a ‘_matte‘.r'fp\ impprtgpg to
y_bu'r“Roy'al'ihtereﬁ, and the ri ghtg of ‘your crown.

. "‘T'hereirelﬁains a"m'oi.ft, ,ufé_ful imprbVemeh'tjto bemadé
in t};e Demefnes of your ‘Maje;fty, great part of which is

fubject to coftly repairs, whilft others arc negle@ted.
And this '{hohld__ not be wondered at ; for whatever may

" be the- folicitude of thofe, who, by your Majefty, are. .

‘ ‘a'ppoimed to manage. this ,dcpartmenf, it is impofiible

for- them ‘to"equal’ in aélivity the piercing eye of per-

fona) intereft. ~Thuys it happens; that excepting ? yery
R SUSN infi gnificans
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infignificant part of the  landed eftate fill in the_A‘,I‘-la‘nds, )

of the crown, and all'its royalties, it would be 1 jthink

- promioting its intereft, and acing in conformity to the

welfare of the fate, that - your Majefty. would give_ up -
all the other demefnes under centenary leafes, or atleaft
during your reign, for arent to be paid in corn, This.
objeét will be taken under: confidezation, as' the prefent

leafes of thiofe demefhies fiicceffively expire,

vince, can never pay an attention equal to that of indi- -
viduals who treat for themfelves' with the Derriefue Office s |

- Lwifhyof all things, to diffuade your Majelty; both i

regard to your: ‘demefnes, and- forefts, from confenting -
to any exchange. "The Sovereign ‘has ever been, and

- will conftanitly bea lofer by it; becaufe the agents of

the public adminiftration, ‘whofé bufinefs it is to give to

formations for the eftimates' that are within their pro-

your Court or Chamber of ‘Accounts the neceffary in-

 Befides; " the full value of-a parcel of lands 'isfendered to

the King, in order to get poffeflion of one which has |

teen for fome’ time negleSted; and the eftimates being
rated according to the produce as it has been for ten
years paft, and not as it might be at ‘prefent; ‘it be-

~comes a new fource of loffes, exclufive of many others

“with the latter,

which are but too obvious, ' - :
In general, the art of public adminiftration confifts

in making its own convenieneies fuitable to private inte~ .

reft, and in preventing as much as poffible the clathing

N
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The admml{’cratxon of the Royal Fore{’cs, however
‘attentwe government may. be; will ever. Temain in &
ftate.of imper feCtion, and that by ‘the very, fame reafons
whtch I ‘have mﬁanced in regard to the Demefnes. It
is. 1mpofﬁble for an extenﬁve admm1{’crat10n, whlch 19'
donly a&uated by duty, to keep pace with the. tranfa&xons
of a. propnetor eyer. watchful to his.own pnvate mterel‘t

and " fub_]e@ced onlv to a- proportxonable mfpe&wm
VVhatever be the fcheme adopted the King’s Foreft
w1ll ever- be lnble to. thefe prevaxhng cucumﬂcances.
But for a Want of a due attentxon to the. whole, blame
1s l'ud on the gmnds maztres des eaux 53’ Sforefts. (ch tef

- water. ba1hfls and . verderels), and the Auppreflion of”

thofe oﬁicers, and their being fuperceded. by admmxftra—‘
. tors or reformers, have been pointed out as 2, full remedy
to the nulfances Complamed of ;as if a change of names,

~or even of perfons were. fufficient to remove evils which

arc the cffe@s of moxe\powerful caufes.  Befides it
cannot be demed that the chief; water: bailiffs and ver-
duers are men well born, and able to give to thenr de-
partments ‘that attention . which a_good . educatxon and

‘the fentiments of honour can infpire. But the real ob~ -

ftacle is, that the Exchequer-fees for thofe places is too
hlgh for country gentlemen, and that of courfe the beft
~ part of the titulariesy hvuw in Par xs, cannot give a pro-
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per: attentxon to- the1r refpe&we trufts, nor- watch over’
their fubalterns. Perhaps it would be better if the above
places were not to’ be purchafed In fuch:cafe,. afree:
and proper ‘choice might be made among{t all thofe who: -
fhould be thought equal to-the aforefaid admxmi’cratxon 2
T'his obfervation would be’ further inforced if ‘it were:
poffible to afcertain that, thhm a given. timé, the- Mini=.
fters of the Fi inances would ‘make ufe in their choice of -
all the neceﬁ'ary care: and attention; and never’be: fwayed X
either by favour or partial recommendattons. .. Be thatas
it may, if any alteration fhould be- thought- neceﬂary,
peace is the ficteft time to:go". about it; ‘confidering ‘the: -
fees for:thofe places. are: high, and the mtereﬁ: pa1d by,

~ your Majefty very moderate. e e

-‘There was another mconvemence, but of a: dxﬁ'erent
nature, occaﬁoned by the - low falaries allowed to. your
verderers, = I thouoht this was.-an. expence not -to:be

{pared, and the. {’txpend of the chiefs and’ fubalterns Anc
-~ that department have been raifed.

Another caufe no lefs matenal of the 1mpa1red ftate of |

~the Forefts is- that, the penurlous ftate of the Finances .
,havmo feldom: or ever perm1tted any prov1ﬁon forfuture

exigencies to be m'tde, no fum has been appropnated ta
keep them in a thriving order, : :

- F mally, fome alterations were neceﬁ'ary in the manner-
of keeping the fo"ef’cs. “Such as belong to the crown :
cannot He put upon a par Wlth thofe which are private
property ; as the owners. of the ‘latter look for- nothing
further than the amount of the produce, and the carlieft

»en,]oyment But your Ma_)e{ty fhould conﬁdm your own

Hz &




 contiguous ‘to thecanals.and nawgable rivers.:
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fhouldl)e paid to the preéfervation of the woods which’ lie
yet this

. as ‘the very prop of your navy, ‘and the greateft attention

prlncrpal and: prov;dent care thould not extend fo far asto -

keep up ‘trees ‘beyond the time-that they can be preferved -

in their full vigour.. ThlS has been the cafe in feveral

‘, dxﬂn&s :1 have . aIready propofed to ‘your Majeﬁy fome
- regulatlons refpeé’cmg them, and a gradual infpeétion

will be:mdde of all- thofe. that are moﬁ fufcepuble of fur-

theri improvernent.

Some of :your. Maje&y s foreﬁs were entxrely glven up,

%whxlﬁ othiers could not be repaired for want of ‘open
Notwnthﬁandmg the - exigencies ‘of - the prefent

roads. :
war, afum of -money has been appropnated to forward

that i 1mprovement during the courfe of the prefent year,

had been cut fince the year 1737, has yxelded timber to

- the amount of 70,000 livres, ‘and’ the next {ale w111 in

alI probablhty prove more conﬁderable. ' R
‘T'hé faime care will be taken till the return of peace

‘affords fome more extenfive means: but there i isa “plan of
 real importance which may anfwer atall times. -
‘T have obferved, that your Majeﬂy is poflefled of one

t

million arpents % of foreftland, exclufive of the woods
fituate in the appennages, and thofe Wthh are appropri-
ated to the falt-pits and other ufes. It has alfo occurred
to me, that, out of thofe arpenté, above one: fOurth is
portioned out into very fmall- parcels ; the producc of
_which, dedu& ng the expences, is fo very trlﬂmg, that

"' An arpent contzins 300 erches»f uare xS feet tethc erch.
 arp! ; _P m‘l $23 percits.

 the foreftof Frangay, ‘among : the reft, where no wood -
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it would, perhaps, be very advantageous for your Ma.
Jefty to yield them up which - might be effeGted. by
grantmcr leafes, fubJe& to a.rent charge, to: be paxd in
grain, requiring, - withal,. 3 -moderate - good-wdl by
way of fecurity, H- as to ‘conciliate- the- rights of de~

mefne with the {afety of . the leafe, the ‘initereft of your v

Majeﬁy, and the mcreafe of national produ&:ons

“The choice of ‘ways and means, and the mvefhgatxon
of the neceflary precautions, are 1nfeparable from the
very effence of this plan; fo that- my thoughts on ‘this

‘matter- cannot- be fixed ’till it ihas been laid ‘before people |

well verfed in ‘thefe matters. .. The: grand objéts of .ad--
miniftration are made up of fo ‘mariy ‘confiderations, that
partmhty to any one particular- Pplan, ‘before its merit: has
been fufficiently-canvafled, is the- fure& Way-to- be mifled ;
whereas -nothing is forexgn to 4 man- ‘who ¢an- but glve

a fcope to other peop]e s idéas, -and rife- fupenor to.them "~

by a juft companfon, which is. the true fource of | know- -

ledcre for a man of dlfcemment. ;

The b

A cuﬁom, »very prejudxcxal to the mtere& of the

Sovewlgn, has prevailed for a long feries of ‘years,
namely, ‘that of giving up, to- prlvate ‘perfons, ‘the

‘emoluments anﬁng to the King, in Fi'ance, from the :
‘coinage - of ‘money.

The beneﬁt s mdeed moderate ;
. -  but




[561

but it rifes, corxﬁderably, when applied to a fum total ;

as the. comage, in time of peace, amounts to 40 or 50

millions® per'annum.. I know not by what art, feveral
perfons, at different times, had found means “to perfuade
adminiftration ‘that, by -their being granted the fa-

. veur they folicited, they would import great quantities -
of gold - and filver ; and the Minifter of the Finances -

who,: with. great reafon, highly valued the: multxplymg
. of: the fpecie, thought fomethmg might be facrificed to

fo 'important- an obje&. 'This proceeded only from a

orofs rgnorance ; but, as:it is conne&ed with a- train of
confufed ‘ideas, I think it important to clcar it up, that

siinifters. may not fall agam into an error fo very preJu-l

dicial: to:the intereft of your Ma_]eﬁy e

. Tf ‘there be fomé favourite {ubje&s who, upon the me-
"tals they bring to the mint, are allowed one or two per
Cent.; above 'the | price fettled for the public ; they may,

by giving up one half per Cent. of their profit, become
~agents or brokers; through ‘whofe . hands will pafs, of

~ eourfe, all the gold and ﬁ_lver which, without their in-
 terference, would haVe-been‘ carried to the Mint, But,
* becaufe there exifts fuch an intermediate agency, equally
ufelefs and expenfive,. that ftands- between the Merchants

and the Sovereign, it fhould not be inferred, that it is, -

in the leaft, inftrumental in importing thofe metals into
the kingdom ;- thefe are procured by the powerful means
of’t foreign | trade, and an cxchange of commodrtles ;
when the fubje&s of France have. {old, to: .other na-

'Tmons, more gaods than the former have. occafion -
f0 pux.chafe,, the .b..lance in- tneu favour mu{’c be -

paid

1
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pa aid in. money : theref'ore the wealthieft ﬁnancrer, and
moft expert bankers, ‘or any other mtermedrate aoents, -
can no more increafe the. xmportatxon of gold and filver”

into this kmgdom, than itis n thexr power to dxmmifh -

it Nay, thexr mﬂuence in thls rhatter, is Iefs than that of

'the meaneﬁ: manufa&urer of Lodeve, or Louwer:*, who
by his mdui’rry adds one ﬁngle bale of cloth to the fo-'} §

" reign trade of thxs country.

In con{equence of this obvxous remark I have admlt-‘ ‘
ted no one to a ﬂmre of the proﬁts accrumg to your Ma-

: Jeﬁ:y from the comage ~of money: and this- prmcrplea

¢annot . be too ftrongly mforced ‘that the revival ‘of
former rneafures would prove ay ufelefs burthen to the '

| Exchequer.

L advifed ‘your Ma_]eﬂy to ena& 2 Iaw to' brmg the
Dne&ors of the Mmt to account._ Thrs ftep was very‘
necef" fary, as'it had not been looked into fince the year
17 59, owing to aque{hon whxch had been debated ‘upon,
concermng ‘the manner in Wluch ’they were to - ftate
" the accounts of thexr operatlons “Thefe are mdeed
fub_}e@c to varroué dxﬂicultlcs, and eaﬁly perplexed
~ however, the utmoﬁ order feems now to preva11 in thzs
department,. L S SO
- There was another grlevance general’ly complamed '
ofy T mean the prevallmg cuffom of .giving in payment~
ﬁ;;s txed up in bags, by which ‘means-a good deal of
-bafe money was’ eaﬂy put off; and this- abufe,  carried
"to its hexght requredafpeedy remedy Your Majeﬁy has

) P

* Thefe are two towns in France, the former, noted for its woolien-;

cloth, and hat manuf'v.&ory, is fituated in the p’rovmce of Languedoc,t ’

444 mxles s. W.,from ‘Paris. Louvu:rs is a “fmall town fituate i in Nor- :
mandy, 65 mlles N. W. fx‘om the Capx;al, aid famous for a very conﬁde-‘ L
,rable manuraétory of woollen cloth. ' , :

put
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) put 7 Ptop to it by your late ordmance, and thrs comk

wrll now be. put to its proper ufe.
Your Majeﬁy promlfed at the fame tlme, to ﬁx the rate

at Wthh that bullion (Wthh isa mixture of ﬁlver and
- copper. fhould be taken at the mmt, in order to eale

thofe. of your fubJeé’ts who have too much of it.. But as
the whole amount of that fmall coin - throughout the

1 kmgdom, is: valued at no more than ten or twelve mllh-
‘ons. of hvres, and that What remains of it in your Ma-f

Je{’ty ] Exchequer is to be fuppreﬂéd ‘the- overplus will
inall probablhty contmue in c1rcu1at10n among{’t retallers,
till your MaJePcy thmks pt oper to. order the whole to bc
rnelted down for a new coinage.

- I muft obferve on this occafion, that the puttmg off

"too Iong the renewal of the current coin, teems with
many. inconveniencies ; ‘becaufe their Wexght decreaﬁncr ,

oradual]y, by conﬂ:ant ufe, and by the length of tlme,
hxs fub_;e&s, when, the 1mpreﬁioh hemg totally eff'&ced
fuch a meafure becomeo unayo1dable.

. -
DN e : A -y

f[ r;ow procced to- ex,pofe the prmc:pal reaulatxons of
’admmrﬁratron, laid by ‘me before your . IVIaJefty, and

.:which, having no, 1mmed1ate relatron to the mcreaﬁng

of the royal revenues, concern the happmefs of your

| "fubje&s alone. - .

In Lh(’- ﬁr{’t place, I might obferVe, that the mtrodu- B

-.cme of reformatlons, and the Propagatmg of oeconorny,_-
'by eﬁabhfhmg good order, and redreﬁing gneVances, '

g : A A iconcur\

1 frurts of fo much care, by hghtenmg the

‘:myfelf rewarded ‘to the full extent of m ¥ erhes,
,Provndence ordered it otherwrf ;
rcrous ma ," no doubt, a mmrfter erl ap_
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, concur. m a very fenﬁble, though mdxre& manner, to -

promote that happmefs. Your people mu{’c ‘_have felt
very forcrbly, the. truth of thlS remark had the contmu-
ation of the-peace enabled your Majeﬁy to enloy. the

A

thexr taxes, moderatmg thofe which are mdrfpen ible,, leﬁen-

~ing the national debt, by. relmburﬁng the loans, open-'

ing. cana.ls, encouragmg trade, and, in £ e, multrplymg )

" thofe bleﬂings of various kmds, Wthh darly occur to the .
o .Mlmf’ter when it is in hxs PO\VGL to make trlﬂmg facrr- i
ﬁces, or deal encouragement_ around

and 1f I’ T y

the people m trme of peace from thelr burthens.- But,
. how dxfferen' y thxs matter 1s Vrewed 'by the multrtude ?,

‘dared to murmur at fo many reformatx s, if

'__mnovatlon,l~ your MaJeIty had fuppreﬁed‘ an 1mpoﬁ- .
"‘remrtted it m part or f‘ounded fome new and uﬁ.ful e{ta-

: blifhments in your kmgdom ? But I"turn from” a plé’ture o
‘waich wrlI long be pamful to.my. remembrance nor will T

o e a"grreve‘
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(qw

ohle ‘and fee hng heart of' your H\/I:qeﬁy, by

‘ reco
\cal

do, ‘and t to, the vaﬁ- and hopeful ﬁeld that {’cxll is opened to
yo.tr “lMaJeﬂ" W

s, a favour conferred on your fubje&s

wmch Were
heretofore fubmltted to the fole arbltratlon of the

Whoever is We I mformed of the

“ k ‘ce to the mfpe&lon, WhICh the.
lone of hxs admmx{"ratxon require. ThlS depa1 -

,v,ment is now mﬁmtely more extenfive than it ufed to be 5

becaufe the taxes have mcreafed unmenfely, and are fixed

"on fo many chﬁ'erent objeé’ts. Your {ubje&s at thlS day

pay near]y 5oo,oooooo to the- p“oﬁt of your M'Ueﬂy

that of c;tzes, hofpxtals, ﬁnd corpomtrons, and’ evezy ,

f mll he keep a Watenful ej,e/ Ver all the proceedmgq of |
'the Exchequer ? The ﬁmp]e movmg of fo con*phcatea a

machine,

untmg all the bleﬂings “you have loft." . Let'me rather .
you atten_tlon to the good you have endeavoured to

1n ‘he commxttee of magd’crates appoxnted t0 exa- "
: mme that multltude of contentxous caufe

Inow can
one man ‘oe equal to fuch'a tafk P How can he, more-—

s
4
i
i
-
W]

‘ feekmg out an eﬁ'e&udl remedy to this’ eV11

L 61 ]@}

| machme, is not proportxoned to his ﬁrength "But when
the cxrcumﬁances, and the love of duty, obhge hlm to
' ﬁngle out, and redrefs grrevances, at the end’of a toil--.

fome day he experlences nothmg but a: painful; fenfatxon |

of having left many things undone, and only beﬁowed

'on the objeéts of his mo& f inguine purfmt an 1mperfe&

' degree of attention.

‘What was it then, when to’ thls tlde of affaxrs were '
added ‘the decifion’ of " all litigious * matters, Wthh al-
though fuppofed to be determrned by the Royal Counc1l
of F inances, are in- reahty fettled by the fingle

N award of the Comptroller General ? Was 1t;‘“'morally
: poﬂible for ‘him to . pay the neceﬂ'ary attentxon, with
~ out lofing ﬁﬂfht
'admlmﬁratlon? But the love of authorlty, the fear of

mtu'ely, of the immediate obJe&s of .

drv1dmg it, and often i mconvemences arifing from fucha -
divifion, had no “doubt prevented former ﬁnancxers from_
hence, how

frequent the complamts agamﬂ the- {uppofed determma-

tion of the Council, “given by the Minifter’ of - the‘_
Such decrees” fell ‘into diferedit with the
other eourts of Iaw, and was ‘the fource’ of endlefs diffi-

culties, At prefent, three Counfellors of State, equally
mitmrruxﬂrtd for their knowledge and charaé’cer, compofe :
a com—mttee, and before. them the Maf’cers of the Re
Guf:ﬁ:o are to lay contentrous mattera refpeéhng the ﬁnan.-
ces. T hey are determmed by f’tated rules, and as. moit ’
of thofe litizations are conne@éd Wlth the nghts of the

Tmances

crown, ‘and with: admlmﬁra’clon in general the young

mamﬁmte': whofe buﬁnefs it is to report fuch caufes, -
;m, rhus eazly mﬂru&ed 1n a buﬁnefs whlch lel one day
‘ : enorofs
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. engrofs thexr attentzon When they aét as Pr ovmcxal Inq
,tendants.‘j_; S IR S LN

. "Thefe COmmxttees ﬁt contmually, and .are feldom |

or. neverf adjourned - The Lhalrman 1is Monf De

* Beanmont 1y one of the beft ornaments. of your councxl
- hidtly attached to his. .duties, and worthy on_ this ac-

count, of a partxcular diftin&ion from. .your- l\v’Ia_yeﬁy3
Not.a caufe .comes before the Commxttee, but. what is,
mquxred into. with the. greateft care,. and. W1t11 an im-
| partxahty and- Juﬁice ~which are reverenced by every

- rank of. people.; Meanwhlle, the greateﬂ‘ dxfpa:tch is
B ,ufed in. thefe. aﬁ“alrs. Thxs could not be the cafe, when C

: whofe attentlon was . dmded by fo many other’

| ObJC&S. PN o : , A e
- ‘Since the eﬂ:abhfhmg of the Commxttee, above z,ooo
fentences have been awarded befides 2 great many dif

: ﬁcultles of 2 private, nature, Wthh the. Commxﬁ”xoners ;

“have willingly complomlfed or.on which they have far |
voured me: with their. advme.» Thus, attention, fpeed

and fafety, have been the refult of this mf’tltutxon, ;Whlch '

may be ranked among. tnofe few, Whofe ufefulnefs is
cIear and uncontrad16ted ; :

T

1 Tms IS the glonons aﬂ'fxtor o; the mnulted rlbhta of Imm'\mtys '

To fum up all his’ pra!fes in a féw Woxds-—-the noole, hum'me, and d1l~ :
trteﬁed alyecate” of the unformnatr f"trmly of Calasy

PR - : S :
RS e N T L

-t

o npendanss

)
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My intention is.not to clalm any merit- from the ﬁgpa .
preﬂion of thofe Intendants, as thxs matter may be'

-'Vxewed in dxﬂ'erent lights but, from my expenence,‘
| and the reﬂe&xons 1t has fuggeﬁed I argue m the fol- ‘\ )
' lowmg manner, .-

Accordmg to my notxons, great ﬁqteﬁnen are fo'

F'fcarce, {fo much mdeed that itis throwxng great obﬁa- :
cles in the ‘way of a mmxﬁer of the . ﬁnances, to limit =

hlm in the choice of thofe whom he- mtends to employ'
under hxm. Indeed after the mceﬂ: fearch after look-‘

' to meet thh and makc Iure ot a. man, who to ES great
love for buﬁnefs, Join. acutenefs, Judament, a&mty,

and prudence. How then can one flagter himfelf, that:t '

" four perfons, (the number of Intendants,) Who ac-j
_quxred their ° employment by mere dmt “of favour, or. -
‘hold it by rlaht of mhentance, fhall umte all the above
lqaahnesP S - o

Such: are, I thmk tbe reﬁeéhons whu:h may be made o

.by a Mxmf’cer of the mnances Who Lnows the extent of

“his- admxmftmtzon, and wdhes to feo evexy tnmg hxm—
aelf o i

But a C'ornptrollcr—Goneml3 perfeulv ﬁee f'rom that

_ {ohcxtude, who lolds his place as 2 fin ef‘ure, and VVlth'

an intent \rather to enjoy it long and qu1et1y, than’ to dx-
ﬁmvuxﬂa’hlmfe]f will cer tamly prefer to be fenced round
by his mtendants who, by thexr ‘rank and outward ap-
- pearanee-in ‘the world, are fumcxent vouchers to.. an ad-
mlmﬁratxon which he leaves to their management.

. "




T

Vmgtze;ﬂe.r. | 1' )

Thxs tax was the ﬁrlt obJeét whxch I was compelled to
look into ; becaufe your courts of Ju{hce challenged the
e{’cxmates taken in the dlﬂ’erent panfhes, and mﬁﬁed,
that the quota of the contnbutanes thould never undergo

| ~any : alterations, . "There had already been 1nh1b1tmg feris

tences awarded and other Pceps taken thch had' del'erved
to be reprobated by. your Majeﬂy In fhort this quef-
tion, an objeét of great pcrplexxty had been carued and

oppofed by turns,
. Indeed this affair offered Very Juft ground of dlfcuf‘ '

ﬁon. It was pamful to fee that eflential department di-

V1ded into fo many hands ; and, from the mﬁomﬁcanﬁ :

falaries afinexed to the oﬂices, gwen up to men ‘who

‘could be’ chofen only from the comimon rank - of

focxety 3 and therefore, o ways macceﬁible to thol'e,

_ paffions which mlhtate agamlt the fpmt of impar-
tiality. But, in order to remove ‘the nulfance, to fix
invariably the quota of each contrxbutary, and make it a

ﬁandmg rule, that no augmentatlon whatever ‘fhould

take place, ‘whilft fucceffive_events, of various natures,

- occafion a partial diminution in the’ produce of the above'
tax, would havé, of cdurfe, expofed your MaJe{’cy S ré- -

venues to an inceffant fluétuation. Moreover, in the

mxdf’c of eftimates and furveys, taken many years ago, .

“to enad, at once, that all the quotas fhould continue in

ﬁatu quo, Would ‘have been aé’nng mconﬁﬁently, and

1» T went:stl:, a tax fo called as - bemg the Svl in the Lwre, or thl»_

lmg in the 9ound.

encouragin’g\ :

[65]

encouragmg the - moﬁ: palpable mjuﬂ'xce., Then the in--
habxtants of the furveyed parilhes would have had a nght: :
to exclaxm, on the levymg of any.. new taxes, < thefe
new burthens, of thch ‘we are to bear our fha.re, mlghtg.
have been l'pared or dnmmﬂled 3 if the Vmgtzeme, paxd_:
by our ne1ghbours, had been regulated like our own,

“The time is then come when we muft fmart for the .par-

tial lemty whxch ‘was {hewn to them, and refufed to.
us.” R o S . - v

Thus it ever “happens, that every exceptlon and favour:, .

_ 'proves, at one txme, an mJul’cxce done to focxety at |
- large.

In order, therefore, to ﬁnd a proper medlurn between

thofe numerous mconvemences, your Majeﬁy was ad-

vifed to ‘order the e{txmates to be contmued but you
were, at the fame txme, fohcu;ed to determme, by a- po-

fitive law, that all the regxfter—books of the I/mgtzeme,

which ‘had. been ballanced in ‘any one of the parifhes,
from a g1ven txme, fhould remain in the fame ftate, for
twenty years to come, wlthout any variatiom . -

That perfe& tranquillity, fecured for fo long a t1me,

~ cannot but prove fatxsfa&ory to every fenﬁble man of
- property. And yet, *this regulatxon does not, . in the

leaft, affe the finances of your Ma;eﬁy, not only, be~

caufe the value of landed eftate cannot vary, fo asto be—
come an. obje& in a fhorter’ mterval than that pre—

fcribed 5 but alfo, becaufe the furvey of a provmce re-
quires almolt that ‘number of ‘'years ;. efpecxally When _,
fuch operatxons are attended to with that nicety and pri-

“dence Wthh your Majeﬁy does infift upon.

Beﬁdes, your Ma_]eﬁy has given a freth pledge ol" your 2

.royal proteéhon to thofe of the contnbutanes who are

K D lel‘s'

BN
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lefs able to defend therr own rxghts, by forblddmg of the

- quota of any owner; in partlcular, bemg raifed ; and re-*
: ferrmg the- mfpe&lon of that matter, to the time ﬁxed
 for ‘the furvey of “each’ parifh. “‘The unrformrty of - pro—
vceedmgs, which muﬂ: then by force Be- adopted and of
' whrch each contrrbutary may be a wrtnefs, Wlll {erve to

to quafh all the un_]uft pretenﬁons of Wealthy and pow- '
erful opponents.

- I make no doubt, therefore, ‘that, by adhermg {’tn?’tly
o that wife regulatlon, and takmg the' furveys only once
in the courfe of full twenty years, thls 1mportant mat-

It was upon my, mtrmat}on alfo, that your Maje{ty ‘

 femitted that partof the Vmgfzeme called;” of Indul’try,
- to the inhabitants of country-towns and V1llages, through—
‘ out your dommlons. Your revénues have fuﬁ'ered but a

very trrﬁrng lofsy and yet your Majeﬂy s provrnces have

- fele fenﬁbly, and experxenced the value of your royal'
beneﬁcence 3 for atax does not always appear grrevous 2

'or alarmmg, merely on account of 1ts extent but
ment .or by the. arbrtlary mode of 1nforcmg it. Thrs
iwas’ the" Very méonvemence attendmg tne Vmgtzeme: of
lnduftry, which your Ma_;ef‘y haa aoohfhed And, in-
deed, in’ moft crtres, the COmpames of tradeﬁnen and ar-

: tlﬁcers have’ the powe1 of” a{l'eﬁing that tax or, at lea{t
~ thet repartition is ‘ade "on thejf”
towns and villadges“are deprrved of thefe beneﬁts, and‘
groWlng mdul’cry, which it is fo- 1mportant to promote in

but countl y-

the country, “has often been drfcouraged by the undr[cern-—
mg authonty of an xgnoran arre{Tox.

) Z(mrl '

: [ 67 ,;]

Lcmd—Tzzx, cma’ tlze C’ezpztaz‘zon [ Po//—}T ‘”x j

Zzaé/e to z‘be fbrmer._; L

The propofal made to your Majef’cv, that you’lwould -

i‘be plea{'ed to fix by law, the Land and Poll ~tax; and
every “other 1mpoﬂi that relates to the latter, is, 1t 1s.
‘ptefumed a; me ure. of the hlghef’t‘xmportance to the
w’welfare of your people. T could percelve that thlS tax,
:the moft ¢ grievous to, the '1nhab1tants of the country, had
‘rofe ina greater proportlon than all other unpoﬂ:s, and

“that it increafed every year: The Teafon T eaﬁly found ‘
out, by obfervmg, that it was the only tax that could be '
ralfed ina, clandefhne mannel, or at lea{’c Wrthout go.nfr'

through any troublefome formahty, and by means_ only
~of a decree from the Councrl often pubh{hed thhout

“the lr'nowlcdfre of the Soverelgn.; It is then eaﬁly ima-
jgmed how, upon any fcarcrty of . money, and thrs

been conﬂantly the cafe i in France f01 many years pal’c

(-the above refource. was- employed eas moﬂ: convement 3
‘\Whlll)f had the forms been the fame for every tax, other
“means mrorht have been preferred S Do

Ea Y

I look upon thls new law, . tberefore, as a bulwark

;ralfed for the' prot &mn of the hufbandmen, and your.e
,:Maje{ly has conferred a very hrgh favour, by ena&mgi
“that the mcreaﬁng of ‘the’ above taxes lhould be fubje&’
to the formahtres pra&xfed in regard to the other nnpoﬁs.

_ \Your Ma_)efty Was not rtartltd by the conﬁderatxon of

"fub']ef‘hng What ufcd {orm ly to be. ordered by a ﬁmple
decree of your Councﬂ to be enreml’tered llke all other '

1AWS, in your courts of Ju{hce. And, m thrs ad of true
: K 2 . magnani-

N
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| ~magnamm‘ty, your fubjeé’rs havc equally admxred ' your
- Juftice and your power, .

" Meanwhile, owmg to this. humane regulatxon, 2 mi-

~ nifter of the finances, who may find himfelf obliged to
= mcreafe the revenues of your Majef’cy, fhall not be deter-

mmed in the choice of means, by any conf deratxon fo-

rergn to the good of your people. Beﬁdes, the encreafe of

‘the Land—tax, however conﬁderable it may have been in

'3procefs of tlme, 1s only a momentary and madequate re-
ffource and no great value can be fet'upon it, but by a
';mxmﬁer of the - ﬁnances, who, havmg 1o forecaf’r
'Tleaves the Exchequel, in txme of peace, 1n tne greate& B
? confuﬁon. e ‘ '

‘ " After hdvmg eﬁ’eé}ed the above alteratron in the re- .
: ffpeél:we generalztzes, there will remaxn a further and v very

great 1mprovement to accompllih “and whu:h muft alfo
'v"be the work of power and’ Ju{hce, namely, to endeavour
to e{’rabh{h a more equal proportion betwecn the ° provin-
o ces : And it is already obvrous, how far the reoulatron,s .
-concernmg the Poll and Land- tax wxll facnlltate this en-~
‘terprxze, as- 1t W1ll be carned on thh that conﬁdence

‘which is fo neceﬁ'ary to infure fuccef‘s.» In fa&, how

s it poﬂible to evince the juftice of an aﬂefl'ment whilft
“the amount of the tax is elther arbltrary, or fub;e@c to
."alteratxons? There would be no means- left,- by whrch
‘ ‘the publxc mmht be Ccnvmced that the Increafe lard on
‘one partncular provmcc, fhould be ballanced by . an equi-~"
‘valent dlmmutlon in fwour of another 3 and’ thus the
King’s lntentlons could not be. rlearly underﬁood and
xmc'ht become an- objeél of cenfure. [ think it cannot
~ be too. often repeated ~--one muf’c either give up great
fthmgs, or brmo' them about b} fazr and open means.,

M en,

(69)

| " "Men, efpemally the contnbutanes, have been fo often

* deceived, that nothing but a long and Well fupported
opennefs ‘and ﬁncenty, C'm overcome thexr fufpxcxons
and miftruft, - : -

" Another- obje& that much concerns ;your Maje{ty,b

“and deferves the' attentxon of ° your Mlmf’ters, is ‘the indi-

vidual 1epart1txon ‘of the land-tax ,: an’ attempt ‘of ‘that
kmd has been ‘made - w1thm the generalzi"fof “Paris, and
ma) be ful‘ceptlble of 1mprovement, a's' it feems foundéd
“on ,ratlonal prmcxp]es. This’ riew method chxeﬂy cofi-
fifts in takmg, firft, “an mformatxon and furvey of all
lands that are cultivated in one parlfh 3 they are’ néxt
divided ‘into claﬁ'es, and" the proportlonable quotas af-
fefled by the contributaries themfelves: Then every one
‘givesina declaratlon of the numbers of acres in his pofe

, fefﬁon, or by “him' cultxvated 5 and as any falfe return' o

is an 1nJury done " to. the Whole, every one in’ 'that ‘cafe

. rifes agamf’c the delinquent, and 'the teuth is afcertamed_
- by ‘the moft ﬁmple and powerful motwe---that of per-

F\nal mteref’c Pmally, when any dlfpute arifes - be..

. ‘tween the’ company, and one “of its members, a fur..f

vey is’ ordered “and the expences paid by the party or

: partres ‘whofe pretenﬁons were 111~ founded :"that is to
B iay, by the contnbutary, if he has concealed his real

number of acres, ot by the pan{h, 1f tney have been
Wrong in- challengmg the' truth .of the fotmer’s declaras -

“tion; thus a trial i is made, without any conftramt, or heavy
: Lharge, by: the mere effett of a ‘with for. equallty ’

- The repartition’ belng .once fixed, the "proportlone

: between paufhes would foon be regulated ﬁncc ncw.
' knowledae would be acquxred in ‘thefe matters, by com-

parmg ~




, tanother tievrfed in, 1ts ﬂead for _We ;
",,mrcal to good or der, and to the

. :as are arbmary n thelr extent or ploportlon. But Wnen
: ,taxes are. numerous to an excefs, when ,caution _is re-

'.make. B SRR
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_ parmg the fum pald in dlﬁ"erent places, for an acre of

a ﬁmllar produce.

,,,,,,

trvated lands, Wthh may alfo be aﬁ'eﬁ'ed upon a fure .

prmcrple, there s another, ter med pe([onal and Wh1ch

o depends not upon l'lnded but upon other prOperty be-
\;']ongmg to the fubje& ThlS mdeed cannot, be fo.

;aﬁly reguhted Whatever care may be taken, Whatever
tbe the modrﬁcatlon one may have recourf _;to.._ The
repartltxon of thrs tax, can be determmed ,only by the

* -opinjon, of a man more or lefs JudlCIOuS. It ‘were to. be

withed, that fuch a tax could be laid | aﬁde mt:rely, or
mu{’c conﬁder, as inj-

hc Welfare,, fuch taxes

reafon., It mlght be further added that Whenever tne
i’cate is known to be m fome ext1 aordmar Y Want, evexy
operatron fet on foot by government, 1s 1ead11y a[crrbed

- to the ﬁtuatlon of aﬁalrs So that, in fuch crrcum—
,(ﬁances, the modlﬁcatron of ~the taxes, however uncon..
Aneé’ced 1t may be, w1tn pecumary views, Would in gene- .
' ral be mrfreprefented fufplcmn, and mrfhu{’r Would be
..the confequence. All thofe Well concerted plans would
_have been eaﬁly camed into’ exccutron, had not fo many
favmgs and 1mprovements been Wafted by the mevua-

_.;ble ‘expences of the war This is always, and at.
Lvery. mf’cant, the paxnful 1eﬂe&10n I am- forced ta

Neither

: _‘qulred in every department,-—-one muﬂ: Wa.lt for a trme ,
of quletnefs and eafe to undertake great alterat1011s,
bhowever preﬁing they may appear to the drfcernr 1g eye ¢ of

[;",7{»".]'

N ther conqueﬁ: or alhances can’' prove i'o valuable to -
- your Majei’cy, as’ what you may denve one day from

your ‘own power. The i 1mprovements m hufbandry, and in”* ‘
the natroml credlt, by a prudent admlmf’cratron, and'the

iencouragement of 1ndu{’cry, are the only thmgs wanted

to f‘crengthen a kmcrdom, ‘where there are 9,4_ mxlhons of

zxﬁhabrtants, and two thoufand mllhons in fpecre. 3

Copitation, (Poli-Tow)

The capitation liable to a land- tax, Wthh contam
three-fourths of ‘what is termed Caprtatlon, is affefled ac-

o cordmg to the rate -of land- -tax, and is but one and the'

fame thmg wrth the latter So that the fame obferva~
tions are apphCable to both. But in the provmces where
there is a real Iand -ta%, ‘the capltatlon is in proportlon

~ to the facultxes of the mhabltants. - There exifts, be-

fides thrs, ‘another caprtat'on, which i is pard even by per

fons prrvdeged I mean thofe who are free - from the
Land-tax either by their brrth oron 3z count of the pre-
rovatwes of their’ office, - or by thelr dwellmg in 1ree

cities: this kind -of capltatron, is alfo fubje& to dn’ ar-"

hrtrary afleflment for it cannot be fettled otherw1fe‘,

than by What comes to our knewledore, or by the ¢ opxm—-v :

ons ‘we. may frame of prrvate for tunes, © Yet, means
have beén tried, efpecrally in Paris, to fetfle thrs matter,
by afcertaunng the number of fervants, equxpages, ‘the
price given for ‘houfes, &c. Endeavours have 'alfo becit
ufed to reduce to fome certdin rules, the - aﬂéﬁ'ments
Iald upon - corporations : yet there’ fuill remzuns 2 fhu-
merous clafs of fubyec?cs, whofe cap1tatron Aot - bemg

S ' SR N _four'ded
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founded ona ﬁxed prmcxple, occaﬁons often great dxﬁL |

E cult1es, and grievous. complamts. My opinion - js; - that

with ‘a very tnﬂmg 1ofs to the Exchequer, the Capnta- o
‘tion in Parrs, mnght be altered to fome  other tax, fub-’

Je& to no
asa moderate addmon to the Houfe-tax, or an 1mpoﬂ:

itrary. 1nterpretat10n -~ fuch, for mﬂ:ance,

-

laid on I'ome obJecSts of luxury but it is: neceﬂ'ary to,
. wait for a better opportumty 5 becaufe, as long as the
“war continues, one can never be .certain that’ the newi :

dutles, calculated to be fubftituted to the prefent ones,

will not be Wanted to_ anfwer the future exrgencres of
the f’cate. L ‘ ' :

SR
"

, .‘Corve’er, Awverage, or v;zzen_dzzzg the Roz_za’:.-

Th1s matter has fo often been chf'cufléd before your:

.fMaJe{ty, that I need not enter into particulars ; I fhall
only fay, that the more I have looked into it, the
‘more’] am Ccmvmced that the ‘means . of fuppreﬁ"mg it
{hould he encouraged ‘The queftion in itfelf, is a de-
bate between the poor and the rich; for it is eaﬁlyj
feen, that the {uppreflion of averages, would turn - in-
trrely to the advantaoe of the former. = A pauper, or
journeyman, who is compelled to give up feven or cight

- days. yearly, for this purpofe,” would not have above 12
or 15 fils to pay for his quota of a tax on the roads, if
‘ the fame was aflefled according to the rate of land-tax 5

and thzs trrﬂmc fum would be amply made up to him,
: by new 1mprovements, in whxch he might be employed
and pard for.. No. one, therefore, can doubt of ‘the

averages bemg evxdently ogpoﬁte to the 1ntereft of that

[73]

lpart of your fubjeds, -towards whom the benevolenthand

“of your :Majefty ought ever to be- ﬁretched, in order

to temper as much as - poffible the overbearmg fway of
the rich and powerful Beﬁdes, ‘the’ repartition .of a.

'money-tax is: fubje&ed ‘to * certain rules ; whereas,v

the dlvxdmg the averages, . and the neceﬁity of having

‘ overfeers, can ferve only to encreafe arbitrary decifi- k
, ons and pumfhrnents, and put a confiderable power into

the hands of fubaltems. Neverthelefs, for e every obJe& '

of adminiftration fhould be conﬁdered in" all its" extent,
as the. diverfity of duties and taxes facilitate their; in-
creafe, an impoft upon handy-craft, under the name-of:
Corvée, ' is, perhapsy a ‘good pecuniary - devife, ‘| Lor; in

other words, is a new way of multiplying in’ the hands.

of the Sovereign,- the efforts and facrifices of his people =

“but as fuch. confideration cannot be agreeable to. your

.Maje{’cy, your firft Wlﬂ'l being, to make. ufe of your au~
thority to forward the happinefs .of : your - fubjeé’ts, T

thought, that by fuppreﬁing in part. thu Corvées, I lhould
act in conformlty to your intentions. - W herever--they .-
are pra&ifed, I have exhorted the’ mtendants to watch
caxefully, that they be. 1mpart1ally divided, and; to fpare
no_pains, in- order to bring this matter under fome: fixed

w7, and fettled rule.  In fine, in feveral’ of- the generalxtxes,,
.
the mhabxtants are permitted to chufe the manner. of re-

pairing: the hxgbways, either’ by paying, or. working : '
but this optton, which appears fo equitable - at firft fight,

s not free from inconveniences, as thofe Who are fup-
- pofed, to make it .dre fo much " divided in- mterel’c
- But as general laws on' this fubje& have fo often met -

with - infuperable: obftacles, flow,  but healmg meafures,f’

are preferable, -however: 1mperfe& they may- appear.

~"In order to attain thofe obje&ey which require a ge-

o neral confent, and zbound thh dxﬁicultxes, I thought

~
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hrs own eyes : he cannot, at leaft, be without fome un-
eaﬁnefs, Wthh muﬁ greatly aﬂ'eé"c his peace of mmd

L 74 ] |
it was expedlent to eﬁabhfh 2 board of admmxﬁ-ratxon,
' able to aﬂift and brmv to per fection, the benevolént i in-
tentions’ of ,'YOur Majcﬁ}’, and: this ’reﬂeéhon leads me ' The Intendant, no doubt, is the firft to be confulted

to. eXpofe the motives ‘that made me  propbfe to your granted But if the complamts fall on his. admmlﬂra-—
Majcﬁy ’co 1nﬁxtute provmcxal admmlf’cratlons. S i tion, if the condu& of his deputles is arralgned 5. if thofe,, ,

I I NI very: plans are propofed which he had re_]e&ed and yet,'

Bt S ‘ B if all-the accounts WhICh may throw . a fufﬁcre.nt lrght
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I could not ﬁx my, attentron on the 1mperfe<9c ﬁate of |

the taxes, laid upon- your provinces, and on ‘the great
1mprovements that may be effedted; without wondermg
4t the little: progrefs made-in- this matter. . I obferved,
that in-each provmce, one man’ alotie, foznetlmes abfent,

fomietimes ‘on - the fpot, was appointed to fettle the moft -

weighty concerns of the flate; -that he -miuft needs be
well verfed in thefe matters, when his life had: been em-

ployed 1in acquiting a knowledt*e foreign to his depart‘ ,
ments that, by being often removed from one’ generality

to’ another; the local knowledge he had' acquired became
* uifelefs t6 him ; ; and that, in fine, a feat at the Councrl

Board, which he looked for as a recompence, induced -
hith " to quit - the: field of adminiftration at- the yery time -

when his notions of the matter, ftrengthened by experr-
enCe, enabled: h1m tv be more ‘ufeful. : :

The multiplicity of affairs, which dmde the attention

of .a minifter .of the finances, being next -the object of
my contemplation, I could not compare the extent of his
dutywith:the meafure.of - his . ftrength, without feeling
1enﬁl$ly, that ‘there exifts . reil dlfproportlon, between
the fun&ions of adminiftration, and ‘the ability of the
: ‘Mlmﬂer 3 'and Ieven. queftion much, whether a weak
'man, pronouncmg from his clofet upon a rapid furvey

on fo many interefting amatters, can appear blamelefs in

Jcannot make upP Shall therefore, the latter,

over thefe matters, can be afked of hrm only, does 1t not,
argue. clearly, that thxs con{’tltutlon has fome defe&

which all. the. attentlon of a Mlmﬁer of the(Ft max}f:\es,,
on fuch
condmons, think hlmfelf perfe&ly equal to the manage- :
ment of ; the dwers _concerns. entrufted to hlmP By no -
means:; and the moﬁ 1mportant fervrce he can do, the

ﬁrﬁ duty he has to fulﬁ], s to. fheW how unequal the

faculties of. one ‘man are to fuch ta{k ‘and pour, as- 11:,'

Were, the fecret into the ear of h1s maﬁer., Lo
~"This fad profpe& muﬁ, no, doubt, have aﬂ'e&ed me,,, ,
had I not obferv ds at the {ame trme, that thmgs mrght ’

» be fo, ordered as.to. prevent thofe 1ntrrcac1es, and makeg‘
wthe happmefs and profperxty of - your provmces much‘
, lefs dependant on the- ﬁrenvth and abrhtres of a Mxmﬁer. -

of the Finances. e o : .
3¢ ‘was from this conﬁderatron that i propofed to your :
Majel’cy, to try what could be eEe&ed by means of pro- -

_'V1nC1al admmrﬂratlons, compofed of men of property of ’

various conditions, who fhould meet every two years
and, durmrr the recefs, . be- reprefented by deputres of
their own’ chuﬁnv The buﬁqefs of thofe a.dmlmﬁra- ,

tions is hrmted to the aﬂeﬁing the taxes, makmg, to

your l\/IaJef’cy, propofalJ the, moﬂ: confonant to your - A
equity, hearmg the grrevances of the contrrbutarres,, :

. ‘dxrecftuw the repairing of the roads in the eaﬁeft mannex

L2~, o - for
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for the people, ard ﬁnally, feeking out “every new
- method of forwardmg the property of a provmce, and»
B ]éymg the “whole “before’ your l\/IaJefty RIS

AH the above fun&rons are now entruﬁed mdlvrdually
toa cornmrﬂioner. '

quahtres may, “aftef a Tong experrenCe, be- preferab]e to
a colleeuve admmx:[tratron ,‘ as the chorce of delibera- ,

gtoN

tron, or the &

-

fitraft of ‘opinions,’ “does ‘niot ‘retard " his

march the unrty’ of - thought and executron, ‘procure &’

more rapld fuccefs. but at the fame time that T believé

, as ‘much as any one in the a&mg powers ‘of a man who'
s mtelhgent ﬁead], prudent, and vzrtuous, T know"r
: alfo, that fuch men are fcattered about the World and

that we cannot ﬂatter ourfelves to firid them in fuﬂicrent

numbers among thit clafs ‘of inthabitarits iwho are marked
Ttis not, there—- :
fore, 'with men of fuperlor genius, But with the rrreateft :
' number of thofe’ whom ‘we know or-have known, that

out by’ cu{tom for fuch, employments.

1t is ﬁtto compare a’ prov:ncml adrmmftratxon ; and in
this cafe, ‘the latter “will certamly deferve the preference.
As'itis eﬂabhfhed in a permanent manner, its me:rbers
have time' to fee, inveftigato, “try dnd- pulfue 3 umtcd
knowlec ge, and a_fucceffion of 1de49, give a conﬁﬁency
to medlocrxty itfelf; the concourfe “of ' mutual intereft

One man, if endowed ‘with proper

qmckens the underﬁmdmg, the pubhcnty of fuch delibe~ ‘.

rations compels to be honeft, and if the good effeéts

'advance ﬂowly, they do advance at leaft, and once ob-

tamed they remain fCCUMﬂ from caprrcc and vrcrﬂmde

“The' Intendant confulted on the pians propofed by that

admmif’rratxon, or gn tne eomplamte againft its proceed-

mgs, enables goVern.nent to judge with fohdrty,'und a |

wfeful contradiction prc":!. }S, thcn does uot exx{t m the

: prefent eu..buihment,

In;r

. L 771 |
Ina kmgdom like this, compofed of 24. mlllxons
of fubje&s, mhabrtmg different foils, - and - ruled by
various cuﬁoms, it is next to an 1mpoﬁ'ib1hty to’, ef’ca-
blifh the fame regulations in regard to the taxes; and fix
them' by a ﬁmple and” general law : and’ where there,
muft for ever be exceptions and modlﬁcatxons, how 1s it

: poﬁible to govern, - dire@, and" prefcrxbe, in fo many

cafes, and that by the authorxty of one man, and froma .

pIace ‘where mformaﬂon can be got only by diftant re- -
' ports, where one man s Word is taken on all fub_;e&s, and
_ where ‘there “is- no ‘time to examine the affairs with. a“

proper degree of attention ? How wrde the diffetence
between “the 1mportant ‘toils of fuch an admlmﬂratxon,

and’ the tranquillity and confidence refultmg from a pro-

vincial . “one ! - Befides, if the beft con{’ututlon cannot
guard aoamﬁ all encroachrnents from-men in power, and ‘
if it be in our nature to look upon a fevere executron of
the ordmal law, as an m_]u{hce, is it not fortunate that
fuch murmurs-and ‘complaints {hould be* drre&ed to the -
reprefentatlves of the provmce, and .that the name of
‘your Majefty, ever beloved, be pronoupced only as ‘an
expreﬁion of comfort and. of hope? R T
 Finally, and this is*a werghty obfervation, it muﬂ:
be ‘confeffed ; that -iinprovements have often “been
delayed through the timidity and diffidence of the, minif-
ters who-planned them, - In the beft inftitutions of ad- |
mxmﬁratron, we often fee nothmg but. obﬁacles n. the
beomnmg, and. the advantages which they aré intended

“to produce, appear: at -a dxﬁance, but darkened by the

cenfure and paffions of:fome men. - It i is therefore of -the
firft'i 1mportance, thatall ufeful alterations be countenanced :
by the public’s opinion,’ and thlS is the very. cOnfequence‘

‘ atteudmg the dehberatrons of a provmcxal aIIémbly '

Thc :
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: ‘jhe mun{’cer recewes their propo(als, ah'ea.dy ﬁrength..
o ene& by a fan&xon wlnch m{ures fuccefs, and - ‘e, has
h.mily any. thmg more to do, than to -tun. them over in a

strfory manner. The fear of encountermg obi’cacles and

oppoﬁtnons, can no longer Jinfluence his determmatlon,
and he. read;ly adopts, what he would not have dared to
propo{e. ‘Fhere have been, no doubt, changes eﬁ'eé’ced
in F: rance, by fome mxmﬁers, .but,’ upon.. the whole,
ithefe alteratmnp, as often as they clathed with. pnvate in-

tereft, were, the effeét of a fimple caufe fuch as autho-. |

Fity, rehgxon, the ruinous ftate of the ﬂnances 3.and

this fimple, caufe, “having once recewed the Royal appro-
'bmon, the Severelgn could. not refufe his_affiftance to

remove . all, obflacles. But the modlﬁcatxon, or. a H'eﬁ'

ment of -taxes, and all the good done by admxmﬁratxon,.

however mportant. it may be, feldom proceeds from a

fimple. caufe: it is on the contrary, for the moﬁ part,

. the’ refult of a.great number of controverted points. 3
and it is nearly impoffible fora mmx&er of the ﬁnances to

be fo. fecure. of his -mafter’s 1mphc1t conﬁdence, as to
i hope tbat his argumepts will for ever poife the eﬁe&s of |

,compxamts, and murmurs which are fet up_on the. ﬁrﬁ:

innoyation, mtroduced by admuuf’cratlon 3 and itisa

very difficult tafk ito fupport for any. IenOth of time, any
 private idea agnm{’t inceffant clamours, or. to perfift,
.."ob{’tmately, in' being backed by the fupremc power.

1 on}y g;ve here, an. abﬁrau of. the motwes that hdve A
méu.eed me to propofe to your - Ma,_]eﬁy the eftablith-
mnt of ; pmvmcxal admmlﬁratxon. - "They.. have been, X

: pl&xned moreat karge, in 2 memorial prefented by me to

your Majefly. - . tbought it became your. royal, wxfdom, \‘

%o, proceed. ﬂow]y in; . thofe . affairs,. that. experxence
io‘ht ﬁrquthen reafomng. IS

I

s
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"There s, it:is true, no human mﬂututxon mnoeiya .
free from inconveniences. - Men; . affémbled . for ‘public
affairs, and under the very eye of- their | fellow citizens,
are .not -always dinfluenced by the love iof order, and
general . good. Private intereft,” and. partiality,-ftand in’
their way. Butis nota fingle man equally” fwazyed by

- his’ own’ paﬂions ? Are the'intendants deputies free frops

them ?. And have not the great and powerfuly a degree of
mﬁuence ‘over ‘the former And in the ¢ career of his.am~

‘bition for preferment, has he no reafon to mdulgc them 2

Inall cafes, intereft or vamty often alter that 1mparﬂahty :
fo neceﬂéry ina public man : but; if the adminiftiation .

isin the: hands of a colle&xve body, privite views have

too many’ ob{tacles to encounter’; one cannot avoid Being

- {een, nexther can reproaches be ﬂxohted or ﬁlenccd by -

authority. . * 0L Ll o :
“Some objeéhons haVe been ﬁarted againt the admlﬁicm ‘
‘of the .clergy into, thofe af’émbhes, under pretence, . that

'bemg free from “wingticmes, and from thé caprtatlon of
! pnvﬂeged perfons, they could’ have but Jittle concern in

the mantier ‘of ‘affefling ‘the people.  But, fince they. con=

- tribute to the Poll and Land-tax, by ‘means: of: ‘their

'tenants, the, cleroy ‘bear their fhare of thofe takes, which
areto be- rated by the provmcxal ‘clergy. - Befides, it
thould be obferved that in an affembly which is not to -
debate” on the taxes,. but to make of theman impar tmi

’ repartition; itis not the amiount of propcrty ‘butrathet the -
- love of orderand Juﬁxce, 1mparnahty and knowledge, that

'ihould be -confidered as the chief qualificadions. If fo,
can we refufe to the. clergy in general that- confidence
they merit - Have not thofe. of that body, who prefide in
the aﬂembl\ies of the ﬁates, (in thofe provinces. where .
they are eftablifhed by law,) convinced the ‘world by

\ theu' condu& that there are few men more Pcrenuous to’

fuppor.

\ . \




—

SR e e i
S s =

1
{
1
1
{
i
{
|

e

, , v [ 81 ] _
[ 80 ] ‘ ' | with any tmﬁruﬂ: or. Jealoufy? The"’a'uthOrify alluded
| to, ‘does not {hew itfelf. in all and every: particular:: it
. equally exxﬂ:s 5 nay, it fhines more confpxc:.xous when, by
- a prudent arrangement ~and by receiving the’ firft impulfe,
thofe effeéts it mforces, it is ot compelled to contingie
for. ever in a&ion. - ‘It is the power of laying taxes that -
conﬁtute the effence. of fupreme authority their répar-
A tmon, and other lexecutive- parts, are fo many ftreams
’ :4that ﬂow, as’ it were, from the. conﬁdence of’ the Sove-
reign : no matter on whom it is. beﬁowed and thofe,of
his own fubje&:s, who are beft qualified to’ dlfcharge fuch

a truft, recal more forcxbly to the- people s’ mind - the

‘ fupport, or folicitous to proxnote the welfare. and redrefs -
~of the provinces ! - Your Maje{’cy, however,.. has re-
| duced to one fifth, - their numbe; in-the  provincial affem-
blies ; whxlft in all the Pays d’Etat §, they'. conﬁxtutev
» 1-4th and in fome, 1-3d of the members. . -
“1"do not mean to enter here-into’ a~ dxfeuﬁ‘lon of '
: other objeéhons whtch might be  urged agamﬁ: the
" manner of regulating ‘thofe aflemblies ;. becaufe, as they
1mmed1ately depend on your. Majefty, you-may- at plea-
“fure remove, all fuch nuxfances as experience may point’

out hereafter. S _ .
AL necella f h b e wakefulnefs of a good Prince. - ‘
g precau ron have. een carefully taken, But there is . another confideration Wthh I thmk I

.that thofe adminiftrati fhould al
niftrations. fould:a ways be fenfible how {h'xll be able to lay before your Majefty— Hononr un-

“much it concerns them to deférve your Majefty’ s. confi- ,
Y I doubtedly is fufficient to animate: the French nation. to
dence, from ‘which. alone. they derive. their confequcnce ;
-actions of dantrer and g]ory; it is a precious. refource,

‘they cannot meet W;thout leave, nor can they nomi- hich- e moft deli 4§ 1 4
cial ¢ =
nate the members of the committees to fit during the re- wie merits  the moft delicate and fpeci are: how=
evcr there is ftill another mcentwe, -which, though it

| ‘cefs, or the A’ttarne ndic, without- your Majeft ’s ex- J .
y-Jyndics b Aty ‘ alts 1mpe1cept1b1y, is unceaﬁnfr in ifs operatlon 3 1t

rels a robatlon : they. cannot difpute the t of.
P ppre y tfpute the amount o equally mﬂuences all clafles of the people, ‘and on great

ISR the  taxes, as regulated by law ; finally, by the fame .
f‘commr fFion chat empowers thém . to -aflehs- the taxes ~ occafions excites men to the moft enthufiaftic lengths.—-~ ’
‘The motive I allude to is Patriotifm.---What is more .~

’7year1’y, they are fuperfeded in cafe of any demure, by o . R . e
the commiffioner appointed. Thefe are not, therefores . proper to -give birth- and nutriment to this fpirit, than
new /fate- provinces, pleading antient privileges, but 0 nly provincial adminiftrations, in which every md:wdual in
a number of adminiftrators, WhOm your Majcﬁy s his turn may hope to become confpicuous?  Such
adminiftrations teach the love and knowledge of the

pleafed to honour with your confidence. S . '
“They muft be ftriétly kept thhm thefe bounds 5 fince pubhc ‘good and attaches s by new -fies, to our
o country ‘ :

thxs is all that is required for the ha me(s of your pe le. v ;e |
1 PP your peop We have feen, in the proceedmgs of the affembly of

-’Why thcn fhould it infpire the fu reme. ower thh
R A S .’p o p o p . Rouergue, how mmute]y they have already entered into

M ' various

§ Provmces govemed by the 1ﬁ'embly of thexr ﬁates, fuch is Bxetagqe,
:Artoxs, and others. R . :

N
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“various obje&s of public utility ; the aflémbly of Berrj

have - colleéted above  two hundred thoufand livres, by

voluntary contrxbutxons,, for the eﬂ:abllfhment of different
ufeful works ;. and théy have lately adopted a plan which
tends - to ‘the fuppreffion of .the Corvees (vaflalage). the.
affembly. of Moulxn have, from the begrnnm g5 profe-
: cuted the: fame 1deas and:the fame means, to. prevent the
arbxrrary impofition of the Taille: (a land, of. poll tax)
In general, difficulties attencl all new. inftitutions ; ex-
- perience only: in'them. can’ convey perfect knowledge
and criticifm delrghts in pomtmg out defeés : ‘but what-
ever may be . the firccefs-of thefe regulatlons, your Ma-
Jel’ry, by trying their effed, ~will have ~manifefted ta
your people, the paternal care you. have:for - their wel-
faré ; ~you will have fatisfied the wifhes of. the nation,
W1thout havmg departed from - the- rules of - wrfaom ;
~and - if, contrary: to ‘my _endeavours, - the{e new. efta-
blithments. do not -anfwer the hopes of the pubhc,
even though the contriving ‘of them was an error, ~it
would certainly be, in the eyes of the world, one of thofe
which do honour to the reign, and w:ll eternize the glory
of a beneﬁcent Monarch

o Siamp

[83]

Smmp Dutzes.

‘I‘he neceﬂitles of the State have fuggeﬁed a tax on‘
feveral forts ‘of deeds and, agreements between mdwrdu-—
sals, and the exigence of the Exchequer requmng the
; refources 'to be ‘multiplied; the plan of dlverﬁfyrng them
“ was.not.ill concéived ; ‘marriages, erls, ‘civil contra&s,

o

.the acquifition. of real eftate; and ‘many, other fimilar
“tranfactions belmr drfperfed through life; “and almoft

contmually accompanymg rare and 11‘1tere{’c1n<r events,
render the tax  that attends them lels grrevous. :» But to ’

~make’ this duty produtive, it was neceﬁ'ary to propor-

tion it, not only to the nature of the; a&s, butalfo to the
- contents of thofe alts;’ and to the rank of the contra&- C
-ing parties’; thence arofe’ the various catalogues of rates,
- explanations, ‘dlﬁm&ions, and exceptions ; 'and as the
obje&s ‘of thofe taxes did not fail to exert all their inge-

nuity to avoid thefe regulanons, e*{planatlons again be-
‘came neceﬁ'aty, by. which' means the code of the ftamp-

dutles, and’ of the reolﬁermg of the a&s, is grown ‘to -
fuch an enormous bulk, that the tax- payers often. are
perplexed to know ‘what they ought to pay, nor do the
. Colle&ors well know what to charge. : L

[y

I have therefore thought 1t very eﬁentral to devxfe fome o

new- rates,- by whmh a more Juﬁ proportron m1ght be
- eftablifhed between thofe alts which concern the rich,
- and thofe which mtereﬂ: the poor, and by which, above
Lall, every dlﬁm&lon between the dxﬁ"erent clafles of fo-
- .mety, and between the nature of the dlfferent a&s, mlght
. be rendered more fimple and more clear, fo. that each
: contributor might the eafier know the amount of his *
“tax; in confequence, I have encouraged an expenenced

N : man,
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mian, in the contmuatxon of a work Wthh he has la-

boured at for many years : T informed him that this
performance to pleafe your Majeﬁy, thould not breathe

‘an Exchequer fpirit, and that your MaJeﬂy would be
thoroughly fatisfied, if a- pro;e& {hould be formed which

_would preferve nearly’ the fame reventies, would eftablith
“a nore gentle and eqmtable receipt of the-duties, and
‘obviate the difficulties T have pointed out. This very
“fedioirs and drfﬁcult underta.kmg is at’ length performed,
T'have laid it before your Councxl to ‘examine, and if
their approbatlon ericourages me, I fhall requeft er-

“nifliors fromr your Maje{’cy to communicate it to: fome N
enhghtcﬁed ‘miembers ‘of your parliament; I fhall after-

wards-colle€t the different obfervations made upon thefe

regulatrons, and if they favor the' prOJe& or tend to

quahfy the fcheme, I fhall ‘fubmit ‘the refult of this

’ nnportant invefhgatwn to your Majefty, and awaxt yom'
- orders. R g

Gaéelles—-—‘.Tbe Exc;/é z;porz Sa/t, o

ft was Impoﬁible for me to employ myfeif inan at-

“remipt to affift your Majefty’s views for the happmefs of
your fubje&s, without fixing my attention on the excife
- upon falt. A univerfal cry has been raifed agam{’c this
- tax, which is one of the moft conﬁderable revenues of
your kmgdom I have withed to give ‘the moft mature
“'¢onfideration to this matter, and to ftudy the. plau before
the time ‘of its execut1on, T have’ endeavoured that the
_happy days of" peace miglhit not ’ ‘be employed ‘as “they
have been heretofore in vain fpeculatxons, and that not
’ene moment thould be loft’ to’ reahze the falutary inten-
txons of your Ma_]e{‘cy .
Tt,

%
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I;t is fufficient to caft an eye on the chart of this, tax,
(thCh is fubjomed to the book) to conceive ras
pidly, why this impoft in its prefent ftate occaﬁons
fuch inconvenience, ~and why in fome parts - of
the kmgdom it - fhould be held in- fuch deteﬁatxon. _
Independent of the grand devxﬁons of the rﬁalm, whxch

+ are known by the name of-——-Country of the great Salt ;

Tax———Country of the little Salt Tax- Salme Coun- :
—and Couutnes exempts-———-
there are in the centre of each of thofe ch{‘cn&s, dlﬁmc«-

 tions of prices’ founded on ufage, franchlfes and. pnvx- '

leges—fuch a. medley, the effedt of time and circum~ '

ftances, has neceffanly pomted out to 1nd1vxduals a great

gam, by carrymg {alt from a free, to a taxed place, and

it became neeeffary to {’cop fpeculatmn fo de{‘cnu&lve of
the public revenues, to eftablifth officers, to arm troops,
- and to oppofe, {evere penalt1es to the pra&me of thls illicit

commerce ; by which means, a def’cru&xve mte{hne war .
“has been raifed in all parts of the kmgdom -a——Thou-
fands of men attrafted by the allurement of eafy gain,

“conftantly employ  themfelves in an 111egal commerce—

Agrxculture is abandoned to follow a courfe wi}mh pro=
mifes greater and more prompt advantages ; children are

early edycated under the eyes of their parents to forget
“their duties to the ftate; and the- ﬁngle operauon of an

Exchequer ordonance, Creates a_generation ¢ of depraved |
men ; it is impoflible to apprec:ate the evil which flows
from this feminary of immorality : ‘the people, ‘that

- pumerous elafs of your fubjetts, who, by the {mallnefs
of their fortunes, are dépmved of the aﬁi{’cance of educa-

tion, are only reftrained to their duty by the ﬁmple ties
which are conne&ed with reljgion, from the ‘moment
that thofe are broke, 1t is 1mpoiﬁble to, fay to whe}t lsngths

N2 A
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- At théfame time, (and this is doubtlefs a mrcumﬂancc
equally. painfulto your Majefty’s feeling heart, ) continual

punithments are infli¢ted-—-I have done as much as lay

in my power to foften the execution of thofe laws, fll
the law has rendered the penalties very fevere, doubtlefs to,
ferve as a counterpoife to the eafe by which the law niay
be é\"a}déd-—méldncholy-eﬁ"é&é of a vicious conftitution,
which makes penalties, that ‘I‘;ic‘red‘fcﬁraiﬁt depofited in
- the hands of the Sovereign, ;the_ continual émﬁloyin‘eﬁﬁ
of the Exchequer! Is not the neceffity of punifiient
fufficiently frequent in the ordinaty flate of fociety,
without forcing the dee_r;gign'ﬁill further by the nature-
of taxes, and their difparity in the different Provinces

I

-' But ‘h‘avir\igT thus k'ra:pkidlyl répféfé'ntqd to your Majeﬁ'y a

part of the inconveniencies occafioned by the falt tax, I

muft however allow, thatin this objet of adminiftration,
as in every other; " the difcovery of the evil is ‘mtich
eafier than the épplicatibn of a wife and ‘pradicable re~
medy ; and when this evil has been of along duration,

the very qri'tiqu‘it‘y“'Which helps to'r‘naké ‘it thoroughly -

o

known, bécomes an obftacle to )
is the power of cuftom, and fuch are the difficulties to
bring the interefts of indviduals to coincide with the
public good ; but this is the duty of a Sovereign, it is to
his hands that this work is entrufted, and his authority

ing the exercife and triﬁmph'vbf reafon.

 istruly fplendéd and enviable, when employed in affift

‘There are, SI_‘R; but vtvi,ioniean's‘to remedy the incon- -

_}'Venjejn’cies that T have juft reé'rcfeqted to ybufMaj@ﬂ.jy-'-'-j.

the total abolition of the Gabelles, and the replacing it

by fome othier impoft; or fome falutary modification of
sthe prefent tax, — The difficulty of fubftituting another

tax

Its amendment ; fo gfea_:t' :

fented by the two twentieths. =

[ 8 1

tax is obvious, when we confider that the Gabelleg

adtually produces to your Majefty a nett revenue of fifty-

 four illions of livres——rthus this fingle duty, at the

rate of four fous a pound, is ,as'produ&ive't’b' your ‘Ma'-;‘ -
jefty as all the ground rents of ‘the kingdom ; fteprf;-.. '

:The amount of thefe cu{_’com‘éiin the Provipbes of th¢ '
great Salt ‘Tax, equal, or " exceeds the produce of -the

“Taille (the land or poll tax) and ﬁu its accefarics, Befides

in fome of the Provinces Where : th_é Great G_{réibclleg
and the Excife on Liquors, are cftablifhed, the Gabelle
‘produces dauble the aq}ount,of the Excife. S

| .Th_e‘:, duty on falt ,theréf,oreﬁ,(_:‘a_nin’Qt‘bﬁer- Cdnivmj_tcdﬂip'gq
an 4augmentati_ori’ of the Taille, or the twenticth penny,
,W‘itht:)u’t ﬁ;ariy fenfible inconveniencies.. To 9911‘?&7 a“.ll,’
‘the dutics from the produce of the land, isa chunen
cal proje&, in ;'3,~cogntry‘wherc the taxes are fo 1mm¢nf§ \
as they are in France; andit is a play of .‘ ab,ﬂ;»rav.&
ideas, to lay the fo'ﬁndatigp of a fyftem on the opi-
nion, - ¢ that all riches fpring from.the earth;” they
certz;inly: do proceed from it, but they are not manu-
fatured and converted into money but by degrees,
and through diffe'rcm; ch'annc?ls 5 agd as ‘tl}gvmla‘fs,of: the
“people ever Y‘ where haye n_'eithmf frugallty' nor fore- :
fight, perha; s Adminiftration would only give' rife to
nfelefs reftraints and forfeitures, by fuddenly exchang-
ing the produce of the Gabelle for taxes on the produce
of land. ot RRN
Tt was to remedy the inconveniences of heavy taxes

" en the produc'e,,vth’at d\ltiesi_bﬁcaq}c neceflary on ?On,'v‘
S - fumption ;
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fumpt:on, the latter would claim- the prefcrence in

every refpe&\, 1f it was not for the expence attendmg
the colletion of them, and the contraband to which
they are hable, for duties on them are of fuch a na-
ture that they are ‘paid without murmuring, and people

_often pay them’ unknowingly, the tax is fo blended
thh the pnce of the commod1ty

Upon the whole, thls divifion of the taxes betwcen

the produce and the confumptxon, was a good idea in
~ an extenfive ﬁate, to equalife the effeés of the great
dxfproportton in the produce of different harvefts,

‘When a plentiful year fenfibly lowers the price of
thofe commodmes whofe - fale is reftrained, the propri-

etors’ pay unwﬂlmoiy, and the confumets then contri-

bute chearfully ; but on the contrary, when the coms
modmes are dear, ‘the benefits of the proprietors aug-
ment and the confumers fuffer thus the chﬁr;bunon

of taxes between thefe two clhffes ‘of citizens renders
<the1r payments lefs burdenfome, v a_nd ‘the pubhck
revenue more fecure. o R IEARE

I thefefo're th'mk that if we couf der the aftual extent

of the taxes, and at the fame time the extraorclmary nc- ‘

ceﬂines to which a great power is fubje&, 'no.one can

be of opmlon that' it is expedient for your Majefty
: entlrely to fupprefs the Gabelle, and add to the other

dunes the rmmenfe Welght of ﬁfty-four mllhons.

But in contmumg the tax upon falt it would be im-
portant to remedy the great attendant i 1nconvemenc1es,

and it may be done by rendermg the price of thiscom-'
modxty cqual through all. the kmvdom, for from that -
' inftant .

1
i
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mﬁant all interior fmugglmg will expxre for want of
nouufhment. TR

. | hav‘e caufeaconﬁderableveorhs to be c‘omipilled oﬁ
this fubje&t; -and I have learned by exa& calculations,
that- by fixing the price-of falt at between five and fix

fous the pound or from twenty-ﬁve to th1rty livres a

minot (a meafure containing three bu{hels) indifcri-

minately throﬁghout the kingdom, -‘your Majeﬁy'
‘would feceive nearly the fame fum ‘that'the Gabelle

now pr’oducesr noththﬁandmg which, ‘the people
would pay a.great deal lefs, for one of the great in-
demmﬁcatlons which would arife to your ‘Majetty,
wouldl ibe. from ceconomy in the colle&tion, in alimoft
the eutifte"fuppfeﬁion of all contraband, and inthe great

'conﬁnmptlon in'the provmces where the price:of falt

would be dlmlmfhed beﬁdes my calculations urge me

‘to propofe-to your Majety to order, that in all'the
» provmces now freed or privileged, elther a gratuxtous
- diftribution of falt fhould be made, or a diftribution at
 the'piice ‘the article now bears, limited to the ordinary
' confumptlon, that is, to'ten poundsa head. - Wemay-
“eafily pe1ce1ve how much fuch a conceﬂien “would

foften, even in the eyes of thofe very provinces, the
€ffe@ of the creneral law ; beﬁdes, ‘this- gratuitous dif-
tribution being exaltly proportloned to'the confumptlon

- of the' province; ‘the revenue would not {uffer by any
‘important retail of the -gratuitous ‘commodity, and the

extent of the detrtment would be eaﬁly computed

Independent of . thls favourable dti’mbutton, there

“ight ‘be another recompence granted ‘to- ‘thefe ‘pro-
: !vmees, and -it fhould ‘be- made to. fall upon the taxes
e | g - which
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~ which- PleS them the mof’c ‘fuch as the toriage (hearth

money) in Buttany ; thetaille and the aides 'in the
other diftri€ts; and thefe conceflions Would be balanced

by {upplies of fome other: nature; which’ ~might be éx- ,

“alted fiom thofeprovmces where the price of falt would
“be greatly leffened all thefe calculatxons are ready
prepared Sl S (

3

By e{’cabhﬂnnv a. umform pr1ce for falt, I do net 7

- think that it.will be in any cafe neceffary to take the
“diftribution out of the hands of thofe. officers who are
aheady -appointed - overfeers: by your Majefty : -thofe
officers and clerks whofe falanes are regulated, will be
much lefs expenﬁve to the people, than the ‘emoluments
‘which merchants* would: think. themfelves -entitled to,
-if employed 1n the drﬁubutxon beﬁdes 1t 1s of confe-
quence that the good quahty of. fo-neceflary an article

fhould be particularly attended to, - and that no abufe

fhould be fuffered to mﬁnuate itfelf;  this. commodlty
being a univerfal neceﬂ"try, it would be- imprudent to
expoft it to the danger of monopoly and_ foreftalnient,
which Would of confequence produce vreat variations in
thc prlce. L : ‘ :

'

Howevet’ reafonable a few regulatlons of the Ga-
belle may appear, efpecmlly in the eyes of-a Soverelgn,
who 1s equally attentive, to, and Watchcs Wlth the fame
care over, the dlﬁr'erent mtereﬁs of all iparts. of .his
dommlons, we muﬁ: expeé’c that the provmces Wthh
are accuﬁomed to have falt duty free, will be averfe to

any kind of charge + but if your, Majeﬂy is “determined |
to go to the bottom of this bufinefs, I think that i in fo_

dehcate a. matter, where cuftom . has {o long ruled,

it

Lot ]

{t would be wxfe not to adopt any decrﬁve plan without
firt commumcatmg it to your Parhaments, and to the
Provmmal States and Admmlﬁratlons, above all, the
States of Brlttany and - Artois ought to be confulted,
but in Iaylng opento them with ﬁmphcxty and candour

‘ thc Juﬁ and benevolent views of your Majefty, and by

calling on them to affift by their zeal and abilities the
_Welfare of ‘the ngdom, and the partlcular 1ncln’1atrons
of your Ma_]ef’q, I am perfuaded that the dlfﬁculnes

- would be fmoothed: but if thefe laws fhould be. fent

into the world before the quefhon was exammed and

" the mmds of men prepaxed for them, your Maje{’cy, ~

perhaps, Would be obhged to enforce your authority
—a prefent evil for a future good—which a monarch’s
bemgmty Would prevent : but this is a bufinefs Wthh

. We cannot ‘at prefent broach in the midft of war, a

time when every minute is precrous which tends to the
attamment of conﬁdence and txanqullhty ’

Tmztes ( Duz‘zer on. Expai‘t ) 59" Pfdgé’.f ( To/lr )

As long as the Gabelle remaips in its prefent ﬂate,

-that is'to fay, whilft we are forced to watch. the {mug-
gling of falt from Province to Provmce, and in a multi-
tude of places of tranfport, we fhall never be able

per fe&Iy to carry into execution what has been fooften
withed for ; to place all our cuftom- houfes on the Fron-

Avtxers, thus the Gabelle is mtlmately conne&ed with
the duties of the Traites. Your Majeﬁy has already

manifefted by your ordonnance, concerning the Peages
(Tolls) the defire you have to facilitate internal com~'
merce, in confequence of Wthh ‘we are about to colle& ,
the neceﬂ'ary documents for the purpofe of fulﬁlhnfr
your Ma_)eﬁy s deﬁres, as foon as the fituation of the

'ﬁnanccs erl adrmt 11:, and Iforefee that ' no great -

k@ o facrrﬁce
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facrlﬁce w111 be neceﬁ'ary to bung it about. - There are :

agreat number of tolls. attended with expences almoft
equal to the . revenues they produce, and ecither from:
this motive, or from: love of the publie- good, . fcveral
proprietors have offered to furrender therr rights to your
‘Majefty. . But the entire fuppreﬁion of all thefe Would

~ftill bean 1mperfe& ,advantage as long as the kingdom,

,mdcpendent of tts divifions into different Gabelle
countries, contains other diftrifts abfolutely diftin&,,
and known by the names of the Pro'vmces des cznque, Groffes

fermes, Provinges reputee.v étrangéres, 9 Provmces étrangéress .

(See the Map at the end.) Thofe divifions are natu-

- rally. attended by revenue oﬂicers for the purpofe of
’colle&lng the 1mp=o{’ts laid. on all forts of merchandlfe,

whish are tranfported from any of thefe Provmces into
another ; it muft be allowed that all this part of our.
conflitution is barbarous, but it is the e{fe& of the gra-

~ dual forrnatlon of our kmgdom, as well as of . general

pro_}e&s undertaken, and remaining 1mperfe& either on
account of - dlfﬁcultles fuperior - to the abilities of the
‘pro_]eé’cors, or of obfcacles whrch they drd not wxfh to
encounter. ' L o -

N3

It Would be a plan as ﬁmple as 1t is- gtand to render
: the interior, mrculatlon of commerce abfolutely free;.

4, but as the duties that are Pald from Province to Pxovv

‘vince, or any places of tranfport, ouorht to be confidered
“as fimple duties of confumptlon, great - C'-U‘C ghould. bs
taken in the fuppreﬁion of them, that we.. might not

endeavour to obtain an exalt equwalent by the antr-h

mentation of the dutles to be patd elther on the lmpor‘c

- or the export of the - commd1ty to or from the ‘king-. .
‘ dom, for this would endanger our commerce Wxth
- foreigners eflentially. Thercfme, in attendmg to this

1mnortant ob_}eé’r 1 thought proper to bemn by examm-:
- A ing

[ 931
ing what would be the fitteft"Tarif. (book of. rates) on
importation and exportauon, conne&ed thh the 1deas "
ot policy, and the convenience of the Exchequer if th1s ,
Tarif,as we muft expe& ‘when brought to perfe&mn,
does not produce fuﬂicxent to balance the lofs of inter-"

“nal duties, we mnft fupply that defe& by fome other o

~

means. . -

I am preparmg drﬁ'erent calcxﬂatlons on thls fub_]e&

: '.that they may be perfe& fo foon as we fhall haVe peace’;
* _butin the rmdﬁ of a war, a time when the dutles eftab-
_ .hfhed on the frontiers, produce mﬁmtely lefs than in
© tme of [peace; it would be imprudent to attempt to
‘ carry fuch an. operatton into execution, - ‘

thn t'he txme of thmkmcr ferlouﬂy about thlS bu-
ﬁnefs fhall arrive, perhaps we fhall have the cries of

- {everal Provinces to encountcr 5 but people becommcr

wmore, enlightened, and thexr hlgh conﬁdence in the

B Ju{’tlce and wifhes for the pubhc good that ammate your :
‘Majeﬁy co-operating, wrll no doubt, Sir, render it

merely neceflary: for you to explam your -motives of
beneﬁcence with perfpumty ; and to conciliate by fome

- recompence’ t“he convemence of each Provmce,w1th the

general arrangements which your; Ma_]eﬁy fhall think
proper to adopt. ; What a happinefs, could we. ever find
it pofiible to: deftroy: thofe hoftile dlfpanues which now

difunite a- kmtrdom, the moﬁ umted n 1ts attachment tor
tltsma{’ter‘ S ' " ‘

dza’es ( Exc je on nguors)

I have been equally attentwe to the dutres on Exmfe -
Ihave exammed different pmJe&s, but hlthertoI have

- not feen any one that has perfe&ly fattsﬁed me, how-
‘ever, I Ihall 1mmednate1y propofe to your Majefty {ome

-

O?. . . | miti-
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: :l’(ratlon than gcneral regulatlons,
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mxtlgatlons in. favour of the people who pay the tax,
and Who havc the vreateﬂ: need of. aﬁi{’tance,, but as
thefe armngements wxll occaﬁon a fmall facnﬁce from
“the Royal Treafury, I c'md1dly confefs that I have

~ deferred engaging your Majefty in- them, until the
ﬁtuatlon of the ﬁnances fhall be fo fufficiently known,

‘that people Wlll not look on this trifling facrifice as a
work of o{’centauon, ‘WhICh ill agrees with the pr udent
| fplrlt of your Well regulated admxmﬁratlon. ; yf s

From thxs tune unt1l we' {hall have peace, I fhall ar- '

range anew: all the 1deas relanve to the nature of the

tax of Aides'in general, and as thefe duties are merely
local, and as the modlﬁcatlon of them does not depend,
like the Gabelle, on a general law, we may make par-

tial expemments, ‘and the Provincial * Adminiftrations

: will be able in that cafe to affift the beneﬁcent wifhes

of your Majeﬁy In veneral the O‘reat difficulties arife
in the [ubflitution q;" dutzes, a new mlsfortune, by\
whxch however we ought nat'to be d1fcouraged. -

Parz‘ze.r Ccyz}el[es ( Efcbeats

The proprletors of ofﬁces, who lhould dxe w1thout
havmv paid the hundredth penny at a. certain period,
‘or who fhould not furvxve ‘the payment forty days, in-
curred the penalty of’ forfeltmo the offices; and their
heirs were bereft of them : thls law mﬂn&mg fo fevere
apenalty on a mere want of pun&uaht ¥» has been often

-the ruin.of families, and it was only mitigated by the
'pamcular mduloence of ‘the mxmﬂer of ‘the finances ;
"thls 1ntroduced contmual fohc:tatlons and exceptlons,

in Wthh favour. neceﬂarzly had ‘a great 1nﬁuencc, and
as there is nothmg more conformable toa w1fe admlm-

here pnncxples are
N S fo

[ o5 1.

fojuft as to mfure obedlence to them, I have thouvht"
it adv1fable to propofe to your Majefty a renunciation in
future of this fpecies of confifeation of offices to your
emolument, and to change thxs penalty into a double
duty, Wthh will be. fufficient . to- enforce pun&uahty, . "

- “and \’Vhlch at all events will keep your: Majeﬁy s reve-; . |

" nue entire, becaufe the ‘penalty. mfh&cd not being too
heavy, no perfon can ‘expect to be exempted from tity
by which means one branch of the. admlmﬁratlon,‘ '
which is now contmully fubje& to too’ great feverity,

‘or 'to folicitations Sor lenity, will be governed by cer- - g

tain rules, the executlonof which wxll be general and : ._
Monz‘-de-Pzete----fé’ C on/' gnatzom.~ ---( Puélzc |

L Laam on .Depo/z‘,r./ =

\ The Mont de Pxete eﬁabh(hed in. 1777, had the f'uc-~

cefs that was expe&ed from it, it lent upon pledges at the

: rate of ten per cent. and by obferving prudent and mioral
Precautions, which ought to regulate a public admmlﬂra- ~
tion; it has deftroyed thofe obfcure - neﬂ:s of ufury and
rapine, where avaricious and bafe men, abufed without

reftraint, the power which a moment of dxﬂipatlon,’;
and neceﬁity, gave them over youth ' ‘

Iamat this mﬁant conﬁdenng whether it would not .
be proper to pour into this coffer the money of the con-

Aignations, and to {hpulate that it fhould be returnable on
- demand.

A depoﬁtary who ' only lends on pledges, and

that under the infpeition- of the mam&rates, is certamly

the moft refponﬁble obje& and conﬁdermg the advan-
’tageous ufe that this fund makes of its money, it would

E not be under the. neceﬁity of borrowmg fo much from
~ the pubhc, and would be able to infinitely allev:ate the

dlﬁrefl'~s of dcb tors, whofe goods were fcxzed and alfo of
: ‘ L credltors,
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' .crcdxtors, by paymg four per cent. mtereﬁ for the fund -
: procecdmg from the conﬁgnauons. L o

_‘V-,‘,.‘

Mamgfa&' ures. |

<A great queﬁron eldtive ‘to manufaltures has for a

puthber of years: perplcxed admrmftratxon, and- the thers
_cantile worid and is undoubtedly a moft 1mportant one.

Monfieur Colbcrt," ‘who was the chief moveér in’ the
-eﬁabh{hmcnt of manufiCures in France, and who haﬁened
their’ progrefs, thought'ie neccffary that the manufa&urers

“~ﬂxould be guided by regu]atrons- and -as: we generally
. attribue all great cffé@s ‘rather to the arrangements of
'men, than to the nature fof thmos, whofe mﬂuence is
~ much greater, tho’, lefs v1ﬁble, the - fucceflors of Monﬁeur
“Colbert” havmg Iooked on) thofe 1€y u]auons as'the plmcrple
caufe of  the ﬁoutlihmg ‘Bate ‘of the manufa&ures ur
. I'rance, .they thought. that they would-do right to extend
them il further, to multrply them, and to enforce obe-
- dience to them with great; rlgour., But thofe refham's

that were fervrceable 0. manufu?cures m thexr mfancy,

became hurtful in propomon as their regulatlons became

complex, and efpecxally, as ‘the varxety of tafte, and

"changes of faﬂuonu, called forth the genius of mdu{try

to greater liberty ang mdepemcncc,»«mthen the barrlels

of regulatxons were often leaped over, and when _their ’
rigour was once experlenced people 1mmed1ately flew

into the- oppoﬁte extreme,. and an unre{tramed hberty was
}ooked upon as the only reafonable 1dea. S

3

Sometxme after, the regulatlons recovered therr advan-

tages, and pending thefe frruggles: of dlﬂ'erent ‘durationsy
,"commetce and manufactures were m a contmual ﬁate of
‘ ‘dquuretude. IR : :

One cxrcum{’cance amongﬁ others hurted the manu-._f} ‘

faﬁtures, thch was, that- the fame leadmg and the fame
S : marks

[97]

marks fexvmg to regulate the manufa&ure, and. a3 %
natronal approbatron of it, ‘thofe manufa&urers who'
would not fubmit to the prefcribed regulatwns, were
obliged to. forego the advantages of thofc marks, and
by that means expofe their commod1t1es to the danger

of being feized as contraband and when in the- foretgn

markets belng deprived of a national mark; our manu-

' faltures were confounded with-thofe of other countries

-——admmrﬂrauon was very defirous to mltlgate ‘by-it§

“decifions the rigour of the laws, but commerce was
,neverthelefs hable to {tn& examlnatlons and delays. e

On the other hand, to’ fmooth all thefe ob{taoles, and :
abfolutely to abolith by a poﬁtlve law, -every: fpecies of |
regulanon, of marks, and of examination, would tend
to rifk the reputatlon of the I rench manufa&ures 3 it

: would deprrve the confumers, ftrangers, as Well as na-

tives, of the ground work. of the1r conﬁdence ; it would

Tun counter to the 1deas of the antient’ manufa&mere '

who had feen their manufa&ures, and thofe of their

ffathers ﬂounfh under the. proteéhon of the laW of
' order. o ‘ :

It ‘was in. the mldﬂ: of thls confuﬁon, and the Jarrmg
of thefe oppofite principles, that I employed ‘myfelf

‘ 'along wlth the Intendants of Commerce, . to find . out
‘means  to fmooth thefe dltﬁculnes, and to recongile
the dtﬁ’erent views of admlmﬁl atton, it Was unagmed' '

we had fucceeded vvhen vour MaJePcys Letters Patent‘
appeated in the month of May, 1779 all the’ regula- :
tions, in . wlnch tended 1o - preferve to the inventive

.....

. genius’ of the manufa&urers, its utmo{’c aéhvrty and
freedom, ‘without depnvmg the ftuffs which thould be
| fabricated. according to the old rules, of the feal. wh;ch'
‘ atteﬁed them, Ttwas alfo thought eﬂéntlal to ﬁmphfy,‘ o
' 8 thofe
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| thofe rules, in order that the obfervation of them might
be more eafy and lefs: dlfputable and. thls was carried
into execution by different laws wlnch followed the

Letters Patent whxch I have before mentxoned
At the fame tlme that I pald a: general attentlon to
the fundamental laws ‘of manufa&ures, I endeavoured
to encourage thofe that. were - {ill wantmg in- Frarice ;
and ¥ can affure your Ma_jef’cy, that the ' genius of your

. fubje&s is- fo well adapted ‘to arts, . and manufa&ures,

that the admlml’cratlon Wlll have no occaﬁon to. make

any ' great facrlﬁces to caufe- the 1nduﬁry that is ftill

~wanting, to flourith in the greateft perfe&ion through-

- out the whole -extent of the kingdom ‘but: the moft

eﬁéntlal part of the tafk is to. proteé&t that mduﬁry, by
dutles whlch are favourable to- commerce. -

P

It is not howeve1 expe&ed that the dlﬂ-'erent fpec1es '
- of manufa&ures :{hould ‘be extended equally through

your Provmces 5 this umformlty 1s not neceffary, per=
haps | mconvemenc1e3 ‘would arife from endeavouring

by extraordmary encouragements, to eﬁabhfh in certain

places the fame manufatures, which profper naturally
m others 3 -1t would exc1te Jealouﬁes, and fubje& adml-
mﬁratlon to contmual exertxons. e

1 have had the pleafure to percelve great emulatmn to
‘anfe ﬂom your Majeﬂy s havmg inftituted an annual
prize to be beftowed on'the moft ufeful 1nvent1on m

) commerce and manufa&ures : glory of every, kmd is
the happy monve that excites Frenchmen, and every : ad-

mlmi’cratlon can derive Great advantages from thxs noble

~and brllhant Chara&er. _' el

There are dlﬁxngulfhmg arts Wluch do not comc -
, thhm the department of Fmances, but they are'ex~
treamly .

[ 99 ] |
treamly interefting by their influence on commerce and
manufactures ; befides, it is partly the fame and perfec-
tion of the arts, that attratts travellers and ftrangers :

I thall be free to fay, that the money expended by

foreigners in your ftates, is one of the beft branches
of commerce of your kingdom. It is imagined that in’
times of peace, the money fpent by foreigners, pours into
France annually the immenfe fum of thirty 1mlhons.

I therefore tth fit that it nearly concerns the prof—
perity of the ftate, that diftinguifhed talents fhould be

called forth and encouraged, and more efpemally at this
, day, when men of fuperior talents are rarely-to be met

with, and the arts are fo near to perfe&tion, that it is
difficult for a man to raife himfelf above the ordinary
level: your Majefty will be able at a very finall expence
to procure for your kindgoms all the eclat that can arife
to it, from uniting the talents of men of abilities.

Weights and  Meafures.

I have employed myfelf in inveftigating the means by
‘which it would be neceflary to- ufe to render weights
and meafures uniform through the nation; but am
ftill in doubt if the utility arifing would be propor-
tioned to -the difficulties of every kind that this meafure
would occafion, conﬁdermg the changes of valuatlon
which it would be neceflary to make in a multitude of
contra&s for rent, feudal fervices, and _agreements of :
every kind ; however, I cannot as yet entirely renounce
this proje&, and I have feen with fatisfaltion, that the
affembly of la baute Guienne has taken it into cenfidera~

~tion: it is'in reality a fpecies of improvement of which

~ we may have a partial experience, and the happy fuc-

P - cefs
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cefs of an example in one of the provinces, would ef-
fentially influence public opinion.

Gram.

~ All the queftions relative to the e"'portétion d‘f corn

have been fo often treated on, that I fhall not expatiate.
on this fubje& I fhall only obferve that experience has
conﬁrmed me in the opinion that we muft not give into
any extreme; nor fub_]e& this branch of commerce to a
fixed and general law; we mu& authorife and prote& the
greateft internal fr eedom, but the exportation never can
be pernntted at all. times, and without reflraint we
muft never loofe ﬁght of a peculiar_circumftance attending

this commodity, that it is the only one, which by improvi=

dence, affelts the fubfiftence of -the people, and the
pubhc tranquillity 5 therefore, at the fame time that go-
vernment ought to permit and encourage its free exporta-
tion in times of plenty, government fhould not hefitate
either to fufpend or to put a tatal flop to the exportation,

‘whenever any danger is to be apprehended. I will further

fay, that it is only in books of theory that a controver{y on
this- fubje& can flill fubfift, for the inquietudes which
arife, when a province is alarmed for its fubfiftence, are
of fuch a nature, that the miniffer of the ﬁnances, the
moft determined to adhere to his fyftem, and to rely on
the effe@s of freedom of trade," would not delay having
recourfe to precautions, when he conﬁdexed that he was
refponﬁble for the events.. o

And fuch is, and alwa}s Wlll be the weaknefs of ab-
ﬁra& 1deas, when they are Oblmed to ﬁruggle ag’un{’r

the exigence of the mﬁant, and the xmmmence of the
danger., )

- There

" defires of your Majefty.

[ o1 1

“T'here have been very critical moments, and very great

d:fquxets in the fouthern parts of the kingdom, during the

year 1778, and had it not-been for - the folicitude ‘and

affiltance of your Majefty, Ido believe that great evils

muft have arifen ; every - year fi fince the barvefts ‘have been
good, and ex portation has. been {ucceﬂively permitted
from almoft all your provinces; but the interruption of

navigation, and the {fmall demands of neighbourihg coun-
tries, has occahoned a great ﬂagnatmn in the exportation

“of corn to foremners.

Main-morte [ morz‘er-mame ) a Tczx on M)e z‘ram-

Jer of Pr operty

Your Majefty has releafed the mainmor tables in your
domains and lordfhlps, you have alfo abolifhed in your
kmgdoms, le droit de fuite, that is to fay, the right by
which the Lords of FleS in the different Provinces claim
the mheutance of a man born Wlthm their Ioraﬂup, al-
thouoh he had been long abfent, and had been domici-

‘liated in a ﬁee place.

The law Wthh your Ma_]eﬁy 1H'ued on thls fubje&
was received with gratitude; feveral Lords in imitation
of your Majefty freed their vaffals, and at thatvery time
the Chapter of Sazm‘ Claude, conformable to your Ma-

- . jefty’s plan, gave liberty to their ma;nmortableg in con~-

fideration of a fmall tribute, equivalent to that which was
fined throughout your domains. I have cited this ex-
ample on account of the noife which the law-fuit made,
that this Chapter fo long carried on ; but after having
refufed what was demanded of them as a right, and hav-

- ing been authorized in fo doing by a fentence of the
Parliament of Befangon, thig fame Chapter determined

to yield to conciliation, and a refpe&ful deference to the

Pa Héﬁ?itals
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charitable and pelitical attempt; the fuccefs of the
fcheme will be more precious, when the corruption of
manners thall have extended itspernicious confequences
“through the Provinces. :

[ 102 ]

TIoj_:z‘)iml; and Pf_z}’&m. ‘

1 cannot conclude this memorial better, than by re-
minding your Majefty’ of the cares which you have

-

=
.

A taken, even in the midft of a war, to alleviate the lot of j o - o o R
the moft wretched of your fubjets ; you thought, if I B The hofpitals of Paris, thofe receptacles of all kinds of
| may fo exprefs myfelf, that you could not defer until to- 1 wretches, prefentyour Majefty with many OPPOYtﬁﬁitiGS
morrow, your affiftance to the prefling calls of fuffering § of doing good offices ; the paralytic, thofe )affe&ed by
| humanity. _ R cancers, and other difgufting maladies; who for a loné;‘
| * , B o , | time were cooped up promifcuoufly in places which
) ‘There are few hofpitals in your kingdom poffefled of could fcarcely be approached, now live feparately, and
i

in great order, a larger place is allotted to them, and each
of them' is-allowed a bed. This great improvement which
is but little known, becaufe it has been executed in the
: a;xfylum’of grief, from which the public turn their eyes,
% is one q’f the great charities which your Majefty alone
] could carry. into execution: befides preparations “are

a fufficient revenue 3 I propoled to your Majefty to urge
them to fell their real e{‘cate‘s‘whiéh brought them but a
very {mall income, and to open for them a place for their
capital in the fund of the dernier vingt, which produces
five per cent. and may increafe ; every poffible precaution

~ has been taken to infure the confidence of the public,
and the profperity of this fcheme. : -
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prevent the mad women from being expofed. to the inju-
ries of the air; and agreeable to the orders of ydur Ma-
jefty, infirmaries are eftablithing in all the hofpitalé de-
;ﬁih}'ed for the fick poor, fothat the moment tﬁey are
attqcked by any diforder, there will be no neceffity to
carry them to the Hitel Diet. T

1
,1’
&

There came every year to Paris two thoufand found- i
lings from the moft diftant Provinces, {carcely "a tenth i
part of the number efcaped death, or lived to the age of ;

“fix months ; 1 propofed to your Majefty to put a ftop to
thofe inhuman tranfportations, by an act of your Coun-

o cil, and by providing an immediate fund tor thefe hap- : ! o =
lefs beings in the different Generalities where they were . I :th ch;nf;derab.] © e:lc%epcc og.tgl? laﬂ Hofpital, and the
| " born to forward them to Paris, which was formerly done R éfe v en adzzy,;nva‘l s crow eIf into the fame beds, has
"v;? ’ ~without any precaution, and moft commonly by the pub- ; “be ei }; o go (: d'to ycz;t;;l'tl?r{;' N ahplani has not as y et
ii“!‘ -~ lick conveyances. The Intendants have taken care to | el it .Wp‘)s not‘fg’r wamaief »e{,d::' t ?amex;dlr;)lent of ;hx.s
i%‘ . obferve thefe'benevdmu regnlations, and I hope in a . mer;ts with which your Majeft .av?lx.rs to, du the fenti-
wﬁ "~ fhort time; that there will be no abufe of your orders. " count of the varim)zl o di fﬁcu.;tiez t]: animated ; but on ac-
i , . o v , unt us diis at prgfented t_hemfelvgs,
W Yo-ur Majeﬁy has ‘befides defired that fijefh end'eavo'ur ' :nv(:o:? ;ht;ei::;g?t as yet been able to f?“m“““ it is
i " {hould be made to feed the children with cow’s milk, and b ~ ing a nature to be abandoned, and I
i . great care has been taken to‘PfGParc the execution of this ‘ ave»eyen now the .greate& hopes.that I fhall foon obtain
i g R | b | - : | the fuccefs fo long wifhed for. - Your Majefty by ordering

charita-
‘ twe
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" 'making to augment the buildings which are neceffary to
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two' ycars ago that an hofpital fhould be eﬁabhfhed in the

pan{h of St. Sulpice, had it principally in view to be in-
formed with precifion and by experience, -of ‘the expence

which the care of the fick in Paris, who were _provided

‘with fingle beds, and treated with all poffible care, would
daxly amount to. Thefe’ calculauons for the firft year

“have been. prmted and thole for the ‘fecond year will foon

‘appear ; the refult of the whole is, that all the expences
included, a fick perfon does not quite amount to feventeen
fous each day, ‘whilft the expences in the Grand Hofpital

‘of ‘Paris, -amount to four or five and twenty fous per head.

1 have alfo called the attention of your Majefty to the

ftate of the prifons ; it will fcarcely be believed that in-a
‘kingdom fuch as France, the poverty of the finances thould
‘befo great, as conflantly to prevent fuﬂicp’nt funds from
ihemg deftined for humane eftablithments,’ whllﬂ there are

fo many monuments ofapparent luxury and riches. 1 ima-

gined, notwithftanding the war, that I ought to propofe .
to your ‘Majefty, to furnifh from your Royal Treafury dif-

ferent fums to enable the cmes ‘to improve their pnfons.
This extraordinary help, however, would fall far fhort of
the money that would be neceflary; neverthelefs, your
Majefty has ordered new prifons to be built in Paris, - for
the purpofe of feparating individuals confined for debt, from
thofe thut up for mifdemeanors or crimes. The plan which
your Majefty has adopted, will nearly fulfil every thing
that can be expeéted in this particular, and your orders are

carrying into exccutlon without intermiflion, ]

Thé infirmaries of thé C onéiergéfie were fo difgufting

from noxious air and want of room, that thole people whofe ;
-employment obllged them to enter that place, either for

the purpofe of attending the fick, or who came to confole

- them, and to fulfil their holy funétions, counted the mi-

nutes, thh pain, they were force to remain there, and
qmtted
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quitted the place as foon as poffible, fo much was their
health affeted by the P'Jt“d air, There has been prepared
by the orders of your Majefty, a new infirmary, very con-
venient, and very airy, and an unfeen but dreadful evil

‘has been thereby remedied. At the fame time, all thefe
arrangements have been made at a finall. expence, and.

doubtlefs the mumﬁcence of a Monarch is doubly merito-

rious, when his a&s are attended by ceconomy, for thus he ‘

is able to extend and mult:ply the benefits arifing from his
virtue.

In recounting to your Majefty a part of the charitablé‘
arrangements that you have ordered, may I be permitted,
SIR, to point out, without naming, a female endowed with
the rareft virtues, from whom I have received the greateﬁ
affiftance in carrying your Maje{’c) s wifhes into execution ;
and-although in the midft of the vamty ofhxgh {tation, her
name has never been pronounced in your prefence, it is
juft, Sir, that you fhould know, that that name is faml-‘
liar, and often invoked in the obfcureﬁ retreats of fuﬁ"er-,

~ ing humanity. It is a valuable acqulﬁtlon for a meﬁer

of Finance to find in the par tner of his life, an aﬂi(’tant in.
many circumftances of charlty and good ofﬁces, whlch his -
attention and his powers cannot reach—driven by the hur-
ricane of great affairs, often obhged to facrifice the fen-
ﬁbxhty of the private citizen .to the duties of a public
flation, he ought to think himfelf happy, that the parti-
cular complaints of poverty and mifery, may fall to the care

L of an enlightened perfon, who fhares with him the prin.

| ciples and tafk of his duty. “Alas! when the hand of time

or the vanity of a fucceflor fhall have deftroyed or changed
the arrangements of an adminiftration, on which he had
placed his aﬂ’eé’nons and his glory, it is with the recollec-
tion of the private good which he has been able to effect,

that he confoles himfelf, and lives happy in his rétreat. .

~ Here.
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Here 1 finifh the account which I propofed to myfelf ta*. I - —

lay before your Majefty; 1 have been obliged to run rapid~ .' Vk ST JTE qf | ,«55 ARTICLES?]C RE C E IPT

;EE"} ly over the greateft part of Fh!s fubject, but .‘t s an ac??“‘ft - carried to the Royal treafury, for the ordinary year. - ,
if}"dféﬁ : iven to a great Monarch, and not a treatife on the admi- . e R I T
W g' tion of fin I know not whether 1 fhall be : Ne.1. ‘-{"I 'HE Taxes  colle&ted by the . Receivers ge~
i niftration OF A, e T cedeainly hai V.7 °-/%_  neral, amount at prefentto. .~
‘i ' ~found to have followed the right road, Icertamy- ave ~o oot e Livres Tournois 148,590,000,
if fearched for it, and my whole life has been devoted without 1 . - Butghe charges affigned on thefe . -
’Iisg jntermiffion to the exercife of the important functions | oo Taxes, ﬁagd.at e . °29,050,000.

M ‘which your ' Majefty has entrufted to my care; Ihave W& -So that the nett produce payable ', - e

i - which you AN ower. and T hat SR - .into the Royal treafury, is = .. 119,540,000,

0 neither facrificed to reputation, nor to power, and L Awe © Note. That'in the above ‘charges upon the Ge-
3?;; difdained the trappings of vanity ; I have renounc efd.e"sn » . ' neral 'éceépt: are included about Five millions, to be
gl . B : t 0 f fervine my friends, . : " diftributed, both indifcharge of the T'wentieths and
i vate fatisfaction, that o ; Y ; . ed, both 1n difcharge of wentieths an

!Hi ' ~ the_‘dfaa'.l' ?’ﬁ'pflha siatitude of -,thofe who furr;und me. If f, . -the Capitation, and for the relicf of thofe who are
1 . or-obtainingthe gratitude ¢ e T . liable to the Land-tax, or Poll-tax, and ofother dif-

b any perfon owes to my fingle favour, either a penfion, a -

_ ‘ ' - % ferent obje@s of ‘benevolence in the provinces,

place, or ar employment, let him l?‘ev named. Iha ji E:ad -2, Therentof the'zG.cnerké'l Farm amounts to
10 other objeét than my duty, and the hopes of meriting LA e 123,000,000,
the *ap"probation'of a mafter, new to me; but my devotion y ’jf*“f;B“ti“he’F’afmefs'gcneral‘notvbexng'ﬁdmittcd toa

and zeal for his‘ffei-&iéc {hzililjx‘mthbg ~,e’(.cffeded_'by avny1 .0; ‘ : and twenty-fix millions, this 1 a froof, that,
his fubjects ; and I alfo avow, that T'havé proudly relie even according to their own eftimation, the pro-

on the public approbation, of which wicked men have R, duce would exceed. this laft fum; fo that it
8 DERAPNTREPe ir eff . may be confidered as .a Revenue \ whi

endeavoured " to defpoil me, but " fglt‘? .°f .;thw cltorts PR Yo‘u)n’r. Majoef’c;may.icc;osl.‘ f’"flﬁ:‘uf‘)o‘n th‘

 juftice and truth will prevai. " R ' - .+ There.remain to be deduéted:from: this fumthe

- . different charges § now affigned upon - the
.. General farm, which amount to. 77,573,000, -
... So that there remdins payable into-the Royal

- treafury, upon this part of your Majefty’s re-
. venues, only’ .. s . Y. . 48,427,000,
.~ 3. The Farmers general have, befides, ‘on your Ma<.

- 7o jefty’s account, the adminiftration of the du-

oo oties of the Weftern.demefne, . which, in times

e . _ v ¢ 17 of.peace, form a revenue of _about Four ‘mile
A LN DRV A B ~siae @ - lions one hundred thoufand livres 4,100,000,

C I B venueare employed in difcharging the intereft of the National Debt,

& All thefe large deduGions. from- the principal part of ithe Re.

Cy

* . fhare of the profits,.except beyond 2 Hundred
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o 4 The producc of the General Regw may be efti-
i mated at Forty-tWo m‘llhons, as it is only be-
~Yond'that'fum that the Regzjeurs have any -

Jowance. - -

From this are to bc dedu&ed the charoes aﬂigned
_ % "upon ‘this’ Regze, ~which amount to Thirty-
., .. three ‘millions “ninety= “feven thoufand hvres,
S j'mclud ing Thirty millions which this fame Ré-
- gie; now charged ‘with the col'e@txon of the
~. " dutics of Aidesy bave to furnith'to the Pay-
‘mafters of the Annuities ‘upon the’  Hotel-de-
*- . wille,*® 'becaufe thefe Apnuities are to be paid

" the Gabelles. * - -
Thus there remams, to be paxd mtq the Royal
?'trea(ury BT R RPN 8,903,000,

In like malmer the prodpce of the admxmﬁratlon

~two millions, becaiife it is only above that fum
- that the allowances of the Adminiftrators com-=

' accordmg to'the'moft precife calculations.

But from 'this' fumy Three millions nine hundred
“thoufand: livres ‘are to'be deduted for charges
- of all kinds at prefcnt aﬂigned upon thls Ad-
miniftration. * - "

Thus the.produce. to he pald mto the Royal
treafury, ip to be. rated only at. . . 38,100,000.

Lo ,‘6 The produce of the Poﬂs, and the Penny-
&:° - Poft, - mc!pdmg the King’s" part in the

. v  jun&ure, dbout " .Vl 9,620,000
SN '"he produce ‘of ‘the Mgﬂ&gerzes 1 is” more un-
Voo "' certain ; ‘the laft lgafe 'was dc Eighteen hun-
N “dred. thoufand ‘livrés; bitt ‘the Farmers havé
‘found themfelves unequal'to the ‘undertaking,

SERTIR e TIEREIRAES port

. Seg the laft Note BRI D ' -
‘ “Iri this drticle is mcluded the wholc of thc revcnue aui'mg fmm
g Lettexs and Poft-Horfes. N

fxom Stage-coaches, Sta%-wag ons, ézc. thxoughout the kmgdonm ’

" out of ‘the revenues anﬁng from the Azde: and ‘

. L ‘of the Demelnes may be eftimated " at Forty— ,

T .t mence, and becaufe-thefe fums have been fixed

augmentatlons ‘which have accrue‘d fince the
-, period of the prefent Regze, 1s, at the prefent

and. your Majeﬁ:y has refufed, till the produce‘ \

t Here is to be underftood. that pmt of the revenue whxch accrurSl

[ 109 1
fhall be more exa&]y lafcertained, to accept
v the-bffers of feveral Companies who: withed to

‘ ‘fuCceed them- on:the fame terms;-in‘order that

“tHey-might fot ‘ifivolve themfelves in diftrefs
or ruin. You have, in ‘conféc uence, efta-

' '-3":/bh(hed an Admmrﬁrauon, interefted.in the in-
“-‘creafe of ‘the’ produce, and this bufinefs is now

“managed with-attention. :An exat Judgemcnt

" &annot yet.be formed of what it..will ‘return;

it 1 fuppofed; however, without exceeding the

S ~‘bounds of probablhty, that this revenue may in
1,500,000,
From thefe two produéts muft: be. dedu&ed the-

- ~peacedble times be eftimated at -

charges affigned upon the Pof’c-oﬂices, amount-
lng to o e et e - . . 2,108,’0000

"4 Thus the ordinary annual revenuewof the Poft

_and M ﬁgerm cannot be. e{hmated at more
- "than . ‘o' o« e -' ;~f 9,0I2’°O°.

, The Taxes of Paris amount, accordmg to the

.engagements “of ‘the Recélvers, and after de-

- ducting their allowances, to, . §,745;000.
8 The producc of the Regze of Gunpowder may .
.z. ' now be valued'at "+ .« . . 800,000

9 The produce of the Tenth d’/Imortgﬁment* )

- and'of the former Tenths rctamed by the Trea-

furers, amount to ek T 182,009.
Before the redemptxon late]x made, ‘the produce
- - of Cafual revenues amounted to”. 4,285,000.

\The duties colle&ed- from Corporatlons amount

'1,185,000.
: But ‘this laft ‘article-will be mcreafed when the

“hitherto only to f-.'- I

law refpeéting Corporanons fhall be rcguﬂcred
in all the Parliaments.

dFrom thefe revenues mouft he dedu&ed the ex~

<ipences of 'the ; Régiey and the charges aﬂxgned

_upon -the Cafual. revenues; which amount fo

One million five hundred and, forty -two thou-

"1 fand livres ; leaving to be paid into the Royal’

treafury, the nett fumof . .. 3,928,000,
Note. There is carried - to the title of General

* ¢hiarges of Finance; at article 29, the intereft of the

% Employed in rembiufing old Capialts
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Sxx fm!hons ‘nine buudred and feventy thoufand
~livres which the King has received for the redemp.

: ; j~ | tmn,‘durmg eight years, of one part of the Hun-

.dredth penny. ;

The ‘payments --made to the Royal treafury, on
“-dccount of the Treafurer of the States of Brit-
: -.:"?‘fl- tany, and of the Receiver general of the Pro-
+ . -vince; deduéting the different payments which
- .they make on account of the Royal treafury,
- .+and the fums.deftined to'the Interefts and Re-
. rimburfements-of -the. caplta]s borrowed by the

T Provxnce on the ng 's account,’ amount to
sLive T 4,639,CGO.

.‘:A-'m' Thofe .of Languedoc, for the fame reafons,
©0 . .amountonlyto . « v o -e. » T3332,000. °
SRR & Thofe of Burgundy, to. .4 e 48,000,

" x4.. Thafe of .the provinces of Bre[fe, Bugey, and
Gex, o, . . . .+« 458,000,

‘,.:~X

T *ofe of the tcmtoncs ad301mng to Provence,

B tO . : 6 o . 74.1 Q00.

: 16 ‘Thofe ’of the States of Navarre ‘and Beam, to
‘ 323,000,

s ;18. -Thofe of the country of F oxx, to - 100,000,

\&;

S L “Thofe.of Rouffillon, to . o ' 333,000. B
. :20,: Computing the Free gxft of: the Glergy at from

 :Sixteento Eighteen millionsevery five years, this

Would bc’ Pt!‘ ﬂ”ﬂo ., 3,200’000 tO 3’4.00,000.

o 21, “The.profits of the: Mmts, dedu&in ’% the charges

- . affigned upon thé Office -of the Treafurer ge-
--neral-of the Mints, - may be eftimated, commu-

e mibus anmisy At . .0 G, e 500,000.,
B2, The Farm of Sceaux-and. Pmﬁ'y ... 350,000.
23 The King’s fhare in ‘the - ‘produceexceeding the

" fums fixed for the: General farm;' the General

zdmxmﬂrat:on, anid 'the adminiftration of the

Dcmefnes, may be faxr]y e{’elmated aty per anne
7 1,200,000,

wm be more confi derable,

‘" Sccaux and Poifly “ai¢’two tOWils) not ver

hofe of the country of Provence, to §74,000.

~ Noteo Accdrdihg ‘0 all appeafﬁriée, this objeét

f[ 111}
‘ 24 “The annual augmentatxon lately obtained by the
’  compofition for the Twentieths -of “the Pays
" & Etats*, for thofe of different Provinces com- -
pounded fory and for fome partxcular Bodies,
amount to . . . .« o Liv. i 990,000,

25 " The Royal Lottery of Francc, .and "the. other
_Lotteries, according to probabilities and ex~ -
perxencc, form an- annual revenue of . :

SN ~ Ceciioee 7,000,000

"’ 26 The extm&xoh of L\fe ‘annmtxes, ‘and the Tnte-

,‘reﬁs of , capitals extinguifhed by Reimburfe~
. “'_"ments, will procurc -an annual profit ; but the |
" line of dccount “is ‘heré drawn’ only for the
) fJA'iamount of thofe twoforts’of ‘extinétions in the
1. «courfe of - 178 I, becaufe ey ‘become a clear

- fecurity for the Money'lenders from January, .

’ 782’ hus ‘. LR ,»,9‘ N _'3«. - Q : 0 = ,850 OOOO

vvv"zy.JGontrlbutnons ‘ofsthe ‘City -of . Parls, towards the

‘expences of ‘the Quarriest, ithe Guards, and
the Pc‘l‘lee ‘ VT e W e Coeoee '_ : 204'3000-

28, Capxtatxon of the’ Order of Malta . 40 000.

29 -Small Payments- from the. Tolls of Trevonx, the
. ‘Hackney-coaches of Lyons, &e. . 40,000.

go. Intereﬂs of about Six millions of pubhc flock re-
imburfed into-the Royal. treafury at different
times, andnot yet.cancelled .. .- 290,000.

SR 31.vi{ccovery of . Debets, or of old Credits, and

» ather. httle mcndental »Recetpts. Memarandam.

o ~\_---~.‘...

=

Ed Théfe provmccs .are govemed by Thlee E‘Eates fmmed by Dex

: Xegafes fromh thie Clergy, Nobility, and Commonalty, who have thc
~, Tightof’ ‘making the repartition‘of their taxes.

¥ The! gneate& part'6f: the.City, -and'the grmmd ;ad)acent, is un-

- "dérmined by digging for Stone in the Quarries; which had been done

o e e

. 4o injudicioufly,.and to fo great an extent, that ‘much danger enfued,
:md.man -hoafes were abfolutely funk ; “for the‘cure and prevention of
wfnch ml thc‘vaem?nent h:rs mcu‘rx‘ed 2 3 prodtgxou% expencc.

sa

owhlch all'the cattle brought ‘from “The different pwvmces for thev ‘ T st nlool o e M L T e T
‘confumption of the! metiopolis, “muft firftbe ‘taken; and the duty le= BT T T S ey B Y SR
E _f'v:cdu?On them makes the Ploduce of thxs Farm, , CRRUE I I I LT o
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S‘TATE ofEXPENaES

NO. 1 -,‘ HE anﬂual fum to be dnfburfed for the Ex-
SRR v Q' traordinaries of the war, accordmg to the

prefcnt ordmary expences, would be about

Note‘\ That the part of the Penhons with
. which this, department was charged; on the 1ft of

" General Trea rers, are ‘paid,” fince that period,

htary Penfions, *and’ thefe emoluments, are an
_ Ob]t!& of about- » i 0 8,000,000
» The expences of :the; Royal mxhtary, eftablith-
'+ ment,. known by:the name- of the Ordinaries
of the war - = o= — - 7,681,000
: Note, The fame obfervatlon isto be made with

. regard to the Penixons and Poundage._ o
The ordmary expences of the Artillery:. and
En‘ginery o e
" Note.” The famé obfervatmn thh -regard to

Penﬁons and: Poundage. -

5 The annual fum of the ordmary expences of the

' -'Matine dcpartment, before the_wir, was -
31,000,000

From thch dedu&mg One mxlhon eight hun-
_;dred thoufand livres for the Penfions ‘and

A M‘Poundage charged - upon 'this department to
- ‘the:rt :of January, 1779, -and -which fince
~_that period have been paxd by the: Royal trea-

- ordinary. expences of the Marme 29,2oo,obo

‘ ek

i The Mar:cbau]ce.r confift of about 7 or 8000 Men, d:f'mbuted
“throughout the kingdom, in brigades of five Men each, headed by an

cer who has refigned the fervxce, for the fecurity of the roads and
fall towns. , : ‘ ,

Paza' out of -the qual ‘[reaﬁ;ry for the ardmczry year.

Liv. T. 65,206,000

]anuary, 177% as well -as the Poundage of the
2 ;
: "by _the Royal Treafury ‘This*'part of the Mi~ .

- 9,200,000

- The expences of the: Marccbazgﬁe: * 3, 57 5,000 |

" fury ; - there would ‘remain’“to ‘pay, for the

N [ a3 1

75T Note, That this fum'is to be taken indepen- |

: : '-Idently of all the King’srevenues-in his Colonies.
b+ Itis poflible, however, that the new difpofitions
. which your Majefty might t think proper to make
““on 4 peace; might give room for'an augmentation
-~ of the former orchnary Marine fund; but, on
"’the other hang, it is pofiihle alfo that there may
be fome redulion in the fum now carriéd to the
_Extraordinaries of the war, ‘s it greatly exceeds

‘the furds which- were: formerly deﬁmed tQlit.

6 The annual fum'paid fox‘ the’ department of Forelgn
s aﬁ"zurs, the:Swifs leavué included, is 8,525,000

g Total expence of the whofe ‘eftablifhment of the
. King’s and Queen’s. Houfehold, that of the
~King’s Daughtér, of . Madamé Ehaabetb and

- of the King’s Aunts, mcludmg the palaces,
“officé-fees, falaries, and .maintenance of diffe-

rent people concerned'in the Court 25,700,000

8 Sum annually paid outi.of the Royal treafury

" for the Houfehold of- Monfieur and Madame,

' and for that of the Count and Countefs d’Ar-
tois. e e 8,040,000

9 Anmutles to the Arrearaoc Ofﬁce 20,820,000 :

3 10 The amount of the Penfions is not. yet. exa&ly

“afcertained 5 but- the general preparation of
“the Brevets is {6 far advanced, that this annual .

Expence may be eftimated, a]mo{’c on a cer-
tamt) ,.at the enor mous fum of 28,000,000

EREE § 8 “The fum. dlﬂ)urfed by the. Royal treafury to the
S Office for Brldges and Highways, exclufive of.
R the parts annually afligned upon other Offices
550005000

i 1'\".1‘2“. The fums furm{hed bv the RO}’Al treafury for
o puttmg a ftop to Begcary, amount to 900,000

lb'..:'.lgi.', The payment of Interefts and. Reimburfement
... of Aéions of the India Company, by the Sieur

de Mory, and other expences, after deduing

, * the revenués of indulto and feizures which are
SN T - paid to hlm, amount to : 4,600,000

14.. The ‘annual reimburfément of former Referip-
nom amotuunts to — S 3,000,000




o [Lmel -
45, The Interefts of that part of thefe fame Referip-
7 tions which is not yet reimburfed, amount to

P TR P N SN SR SR 2,084,000

" 36, The Interefts and expences of “Anticipations,
S Taboues = L = 5,500,000
R U The Interefts of a-Loan of Six ‘millions, con-
0w tralted at Genoa . =— 300,000
48. Thofe-of another Loan, contrafted likewife at
- Genoa, by the former Régie* of the Me/Jageries
Lt e 795000
29, Thofe of the laft Loan made by she city of Paris
ot T T 600,000
20, The I:nteféﬂs' and Reimbu&'feméﬁt of the Loan’s
n “of the Order.of Saint-Efprit, and the other
- charges of the Order afligned upon the office
 of Marc.d'Ory+ amount to . . - - 1,770,000
-+ From whichdedudting, for - the produce of the
" Marc.d’Or deftined to thofe payments, and
' reccived by -the fame Treafurers . 1,300,000
" 'There remains, to bé carried to the Expences
Lt L el : 470,000

1
e

e ﬁl.’s ’:Iflx:fleréf’cﬂs piyablc to fuﬁd;ry Prbpriétdrsbf-@ﬂiécs ,
.. "abolifhed,; Two millions three hundred and -

P .-ﬁ,xty,-‘feven-:thlé_ufandréliv‘xfesa S ‘2,367,00,0,
22, Intérefts of Sixty millions borrowed by way of
=7 " Lottery, as well in 1777 as in 1780, efti-
. mated, notwithftanding .the “reimbur{ements
- already made, at, — ' 3,000,000

 Note. 'The other Reimburfements have been

- paficd amongft the annual charges; but thefe not

" being the fame every year, it-has been shought more
proper to put in the,clafs of Perpetual charges,

| only the intereft of the capita] which would at
- prefent fuffice to extingaifh thefe two Loans,

o Apubhc Company had undertak en ‘this fervice s butnot being

~ ableto perform it, the King took it upon himfelf.” .
. 'Tﬁe‘Mar‘c‘ c;‘Or isa d?x‘ty'levie,d;upon the ale and transfes Of
" certain offices held by patent. L LR

IR

WP o T T T T——— 5 Niitel
 Praties s oy idiace 6 e ibumals of 7 Matihal of
ddjiied; 1. o erd OF conterition between Militaty men re

ot

o mg g -
oAy 'An?guggf fuin’ (kill 1484 ) for' the “RetinBurfement
it of Bills of ‘exchange froth ee:iflds of Frapce
ey SﬁndBo:fbon 2;-’ bl by = Ltk T3 v5000,000
g Sum to be teimburfed, annually till 1-8, -
s PP & TN RN : PR 178
o0t the Prinde'of {Conti & i 'y“‘y 57§; ’bgg
e o AL o i . iy o PO J3?
L ;Annugli;B;g;mburfkmynt;,:t*o\: ipérfons Who had the
‘managémient ‘of thié Papér and Paffeboard of-
~fices ;"which willl end-in 1785 s 68,000
6. Salitits ‘for “the “Offices, bf thé Cbiire of Ho-
Ao e IR i, 275000
» itments included in the Lt of the falaries
i GO LIHITMUIRwF 5113, i1l €s
ST (J!)(O}unglﬁ,‘}({?‘ ﬁ&m 2 i\jivhta;)t g,{!aﬁigned for
o tflem.vupon,_,ot},lg:r private: Iﬁcééj’;"-i-r,g;ig olole]
L0 O eatidnal iAo s saaii o247
28 Okcafidnal gratuieild by priVare Bdlhiahcy
i e Fer it e i 664 000
. 29¢ Aiinual-TriterdRts for 1iguid aziﬁgc;:&h@%gagf’&mg
N of nge.fp'e.s,“fpr debts ‘ue-to!different Con~
| trg_c?cp_'rs,z-v and:for-other arrangemeénts, .- .
T b el i v niil (Ds2925000
-+, [Sum paid for the Salaries oquﬂ;fggs- ii?ﬁrit—

. . tany,. over, and above thof id di
AR Fipod 2o ANE above thole paid diretly- b
" |. " that Provincéiiits "t'h‘éflf'aiﬁ%‘s"m‘éf‘ : t}%yReZ
o CelVér—genel':il et s r# 000
g0, 4 Hem; for thofe of Toulblife 28 155’000
ST Tdem, far'thofe%pﬁ_ M'oncpellieﬁf:f:s;pﬁz@@ 000
S ;f{iezn,‘ for thofe of :Burgandy s i 92,000
| 4dem; for thofe of the offices of Prom 5 2.
vcnqe }‘-—- - _..{._i.A N ‘ .
B o AsER L = 226 oo
o U ddemy for thofe of Navarre.and Béarg 3362000 .
o 3:Annua} .S_uppl}j for the Civil expences of Corfica
: ool 280,000
er Men o
12 209,000

-

TR

eits indlided tn the 1}

82+ Academies, . Academicians, and o
I L T TR

35 TheKingh Libary | 1, T
- 34The Royal Printing-Office;! every yedr; on an
oY eLaverage; about- = ol 100,000
19 o R el B st 1. - i P1e) .

i \Nﬁt\’ ’ LY 1 PRI S VIS L g "‘:‘ k
atural Hiffory 7 e R 000

e
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2036 Expcnces of, the Pohce,, nght;mg andcleanfing
s, T loof Rarisy Eire-enginess:8c. Lw.‘I’.J,4oo,ooo
cuc g7 Watching and guardmg the cxty of Par

PRES [ ‘}'IH! xgl» 660)000 .

;;;&;;",383 Marecbau]ces of the e of France* 195,000
5 >39'. ‘Salaries, Interefts of Fipancesy| Pounddge; Emo-
Sy %o zluments of -the Chamber: .of Accounts, and all

S expences in general (bothin. Paris and the Pro- -

“of all the other T reafurers, of. the new Admi-
. m{’cratlon of General recexpts of the Finances,
“and ¢ s at the General Office

; whxch is ‘made at the‘

f..
,4 S Houfes, &c. b e g ;«-—-v 800,000
-4.2- Aﬁiﬁance 'to’ Acadxan famllxes AT 113,000
4-§5 @rdmary Indemmtxes and Expenees of various

: kmds :
"Exp ,_: 3 of the Ecoles Vetermazresf ' 59,000
4.5. hxpences ‘for the encouragcment of Mlnxng and
("'\"(“ Agriculture -, 0T 26,080
4,6 Expences formerly paid: out of the revenues of

L;}j;g; -, the prmcxpalxty of Dombes -t ii— 74,000
7 ~ Appointmerits and: Salaries ‘of the King’s Go-
¢=3,77  vernors and Lieutenants, and “other Salaries
R = jnchided i i thc ordmaly accounts of ' the Gar-
4 é":;\['i’}i‘ ] rx[onsw IR A L

,527,00Q

‘-'-'-‘ 7487 Allowances made to the Pay: a Etaz‘s, on different

foNG
3 _,l,..

;oécafions, effimated; on an average, at- 860,000

-\O! e
4
L6 9’ ’ eﬂeedmcr'the poflible’ extra Recéipts mentioned
co ot aedpythes la{’c aiticle of ‘the Revenues, ;a$ per
ST, Memorandum R I R i .3,000,000
- - 'y -
. : ”l&af;d ” Li IR nnv

o

) round Pam__w;‘_”

n R
%t 1Ecoles, Vetermazre; are m(’cxtutxons .eftablifhed hy Goyernmgl;t ;l gl
; gvcry Proyince in ancer in, each “of, whxch is employed .a,numt ;B

men who have iluclxcd the anatomy | “of -Horfes and other Cattlc,l 3ﬂd
- made expcuncms in the cure of thexr difeafes. . _

_.vinces) of the Keepers;of, the Royal treafury,

rAxds to- the ]efults, to; Ho{pxtals,rto Relxglous i

,412,000 .

? Sum for the d1fcharge of unforefeex‘x Expences _‘

By the Ifle. of Frmzce is. only meapt a axrelllt of lome few*leagues ’

X,

ot R

.

o~poo

’

13. Bur undy . —

',IS Provence ~ — -

‘17, Navarre and Béarn —  from the Receiv.-gen. of the Finances

18. Country of Foxx ~— from the Recew.-gen of the Finances

R.F'V E N'U'E’S

Pmd mto tbe Royal Treafmy

G E N E RAL Recelpts of the Fmances of the Provin

B Eletions = ;—— C m—
United General Farms - —- [ —_— :
Duties of the Weftern Demefne, under the ad‘mlmﬁratlon of the General farm
General Régie — —
.Demefnes and Forefts — T o
Poft-Offices and M_ﬂbgerzzs S m— L em—
Taxes within the city of. Paris —_—
Gunpowder and Saltpetre -~ m—

Tenth d’ Amortiffement, and former Tenths retamed by the Treafurers
Cafual Revenues, including duties payable by Corporauons k

~

nces called Pays‘

L

| l ll lfl

T;l:

Provmm called PJ 1/' s D’ E T4 TS dedué?mg ‘the Interg/? of Loam',

and tbe Capztals employed in Rezmburfements,

o " from thebT’\real'urer‘o'f the Stétes 4‘,’5'73,000‘
II, Bnttaﬂy' -~y from the Receiver-general of the

Finances = — I 66,000
" from the ‘Treafurer of the States 94’.6 000

12. Languedoc from the Receiver-general of the
Fmances = e 386 000

to Provence Finances - _—

19 Recexpt of the Fmances of: Rouﬁillon ' 1 e
20." Free-gift of the Clergy, calculated at from 16 to 18 millions every ﬁve years

21, The Mints of the Kingdom' :
.22: Farm of Sceaux and Poifly " e
23 T

R 2 5. Royal Lottery of France, and other Lotteries -

-——--—- ——

: } 4,639,000 |

‘from the Treafuter of ‘the States —
14. Brefle, Bugey, and Gex, from the Receiv.-gen. of the Finances -
from the Treafurer of the States —
16 {Temtorxes ad)ommg {from the Recexver-general of the} .

e

h

} ;,332,60@ |
7 48,000
458,000 |
574,000
741,000

4

3235000 |«
100,000 [

B

c

D

he ng s Share in the produce Wthh fhall exceed the fums ﬁxed for the

General Farm, the General Rigie, and the Riégie of the Demefnes = —
‘24. Augmentations upon all the Twentieths compeunded for »

a—— | ——

Senm—— *’

260 Extinclions,, in the year 1781 only;. of Ltfe anmutxes, and Intereﬂs of capl-

‘tals reimburfed

-

27, Contnbutlons of the city of Parls towards the expences of the ‘Quarries,
the Guard, and the Pol‘lce, paid at prefent-into the Royal treafury, as
that Trealiury has taken \xpon 1tfe1f the whole of thefe expences S

R
. {
ol



-~ RE V EN UE S SR ; Note. The furplus of the King’s revenuesis : § o8 XPE NG E S :

: B S S 25 PRI SURy - S . - employed in paying the various expences vy, P ey,
o P‘;’_’"; Lo tﬁe Royal -~T"eaﬁ‘r.7“ L ‘,aﬁigncdupondi&'erentReceivefs ofﬁces. o Paid out of the, Ro_yagl»fl"reafmy.

y " - & v J—— -
I. G’EN T Recoints of the Fi g SR i - Liv. Tournois. o RN R A : ‘Liv. Tourneis.
S Eleﬂgnlj AL :Recenpts of the Finances of: the Provinces called Pays. - ., .- ‘ 1. EXtraOrdinaries‘ of the War, exclufive of the Fécs of the Treafurer, and : ,
2. United General Farms - G e T 110,540,000 S ~>" "Tthe Penfions paid at the Royal treafury e 7 Smee= o 655200,000
‘3. Duties of the Wetter Der e T - == 48,427,000 ' ' 2. The Royal Military Eﬁ_ab]ifhmént,’*.excluﬁve of the like Fees, &c. . = 47,681,000:
- 4 General Rigie ot emefne,\u‘ndf:r the adminiftration of the General farm 4,100,000 3+ The Artillery, and Enginery, alike exclufive of Fees, &c. = . o w=——= 'G,200,000
5. Demefnes and Forefts - LTI .= 8,003,000 . ' e 4. The MaréchaufJées, exclufive likewife of Fees, &c. - e 3,575,000~
6. Poft-Offices and‘MMﬁ”é”‘i&s IR S T S e—— 38,100,000 R . 5. The Marine department, and-the Colonies, Fees not included . et 23,,299,9QO :
. . Taxes within the cit gof Paris LT N 19,012,000 7 6. Department of Forcign Affairs, and Swifs League, exclufive of Penfions 8,525,000
8. Gunpowder and Salt);,»étfé et e o 5’%@3’?)%0 / ' 7. Total expence of the whole eftablifhment of the King’s and Queen’s Houfe- ' :
. Tenth &’ . e ' S eem—— S ——— »000 . - " hold. of that of the King’s Daughter of Madame Elizabeth and of the’
xg. C:R::l glgr'zgrtf;{é';::’éfu?i?d fg"?“ Te"g}s {)etgg ed by the Tfe?f-‘-‘"‘_”? e _15182’990 : S Kiné’s Aunts, includi'ngg the pa%aces,, fees of offices, falaries:‘ and main- . - .
S nues; including duties paya’ e by Lorporations. — — 3,928,000 - - o g o tenance of diffcrent people concerned in the Court — ° = ' — 25,700,000
L - R LR : ' - 8. Sums appropriated by the King for the Houfcholds of Monfieur and Madame, - O
: ol N N ST Tl ol : - - o S ~.and of the Count and Countefs D’Artois =~~~ — L e 8,040,000:
: Amem:&_'talled",I;’A YS D’ETATS, dedutting the Intereft of Loans, T o : g. Arrearage Office L e i T —iiem 20,820,000
-~ and the Capitals employed in Reimburfe:}zent: e e o 3 : R 0. Penfions .~ —= e e " e . 28,000,000
R e - urjei y OS¢ - AT S ... 1. Bridges and Highways, independently of the articles included in the expences T
_ : ‘ - R C e . AR S N ' s . S a'lloW;d .upc’m different revenues - . et T e ,5?000,000; .
L vBrittaﬂ o if:“’m igeﬁ'{reaf“f“ of the States 4’573’009’ o S N S :; ﬁ%;;;ogﬁg)axg vfrom,thbeiRovyal ﬁr:af"ury, for puﬁytuxg g ftop to Beggary e % 4,282:283
y~_ . ‘rogznascyésecclver—‘g—e- ne ral Ofatili 66 4,639,000 | . EERRE . 1. Annual reimburfement of former Refcriptions . — ———— 3,000,000
S from the Treafurer of the States ‘ 6?000 o T ‘ s 15.. Intereft of Refcriptions yet qutftanding - —_— e 2,084,000
12. Languedoc from the Receiver-general of the 940,000 ' 16. Interefts and expences of Antic.pations - , ——— 55,500,000
i U TFinances - _g__ , 386,000 1,332,000 v 17. Intereft of a Loan of Six millions contra&ed at Genoa . — : —_ 300,600
13 g_ur Qundy'. IRt from the Treg.-?urer of the Poate = 48,000 L 8,215,00w S | - 3. Ixfxtte]:zf’: ﬂ;{fﬂ &ar‘:g;:er vLoan, alfo colltraéted at }Gcnqa,‘ by the former Regze of > Ve
;4;* Pice)v:x,l 2‘183)’5 and Gex,.ggr[;l ttl}lxz Bri?:::;z'-;g:ﬂ;oglthgfiﬂanﬁes 458,000 3 : : S 19. Intereft of tge l1aft Loan made by the 'cityvof?‘Pa:isf : — — GOO:OOO
2 et oo ‘ealurer o € States e— 4,000 } S - ) : . e s : s e
6. { T etr I‘llt)OrlCS adjoining fmg? the Receiver-general of Arthe} . ':‘7:,00'0 ; - S 20. Inttegzﬁ;ﬁr;;l Eslgiges upon the order of Saint Efprit,. befides the produce of 40 oo
o Pro C P -Finances ¢ we— - =— 415 the / . —_— — P 000"
7. Navarre a}rrn?%?éam — froulxntil::clg‘secéiv -gen. of the Pinances 22 , - : 21 Interefts payable to fundry-Proprietors of Offices abolifhed . = 2,307,000
18, Country of Foix — from the Kecei§'-gen. of the Finan s 323,000 I . ' , v s  22. Intereft of Sixty millions borrowed for the Lotteries of 1777 and. 1780, -
R R ~eceiv.mgen. o1 ¢ ances 100,000 ) - S . “ eftimated at T'hree millions, though part of that of 1777 has been already A -
R _ o - » - T , ' h : P reimburfed . — M —_— R — 3,000,000°
19. Iééceip’.t °£'thé.Ei§‘3UCéS of Roufilon  — . = o . ss8a00 SR . 23 Regﬂ%t;rgi:aeen:i ](ifl_Bé}ls of exchange from the ‘1ﬂe§ Sff France and Bogrbon-,_ st
z? ﬁ[}}elz-l%&%;f ;Elih(;lfféigz,dgﬁculated at ficfjé to 18 mﬂhops eveny. five years 3,400,000 B : - 44 Reimburlement to lZe ‘I*n adé to th"’"e P'ri“nce of Conti. till 1784 | _______"'"“ 255310.001
.22: Farm of Sceaux and Pgiﬁ‘y LR T — 502’228' ‘ - . 25. Reimburfement to perfons who had the management of the-Paper and Pafte- L
R T W e i bt et e TS B b N
.ener. y 7] b0l o R . s cab  Of s of tI ] —_— L — 5 :
24. Au ’men"tZtidr?::n:x, <:n ean :}r::r% )ng.e,thand the _Re‘(gi“:i (;f the Demefnes . — . 1,200,000 B ; 27, Appointments contained in the lift of the falaries of the Council = = 1$379,000"
25. Ro%al Lottery ofBFrance’ an dv;tl?;ieLstf‘gr?zgoun ed for - - 990,000 . v 28. Occafional Gratuitiés by private ordinances L e 604,000:
26. ExtinQions,. 'in the year 181 only;. of Lif ities ‘ » ' =~ 1000,@00¢ - - 7T cidlAE T gy Apnnual Intereft for liquidating the engagements of fome Demefnes, for debts
" tals reimburfed year 1781 only, o LI a“fjffjg ?"?d Interefts V°f cap 3500 Gpl T T o a1 e 1o Queto different Contragtors, and for other arrangements C——— 1,272,000
27, Contributions of the city of Paris towards the CXPen‘ces' of the Quarries, ’»,i ot S s ’ S e ¢ Suppllgsvf;lrﬁn{h.ed t;cox:nplete ge Vpa)frnrtx}(:,ntp qf.th;;%la:xcs annexed t\o‘ofﬁccs- A
the Guard, and the Police, paid at prefent -into _the Royal treafury, as . . TSI ST T PR S T - dn the 30 OY?"% 'rovinces, &c. of. the: ays & Lta L
that Trcafiry has taken upon itfelf the whole of thef expences B e A R ST TR P < /I — e | |
N S C T I SO g AT - AfMontpellier  — -+ e 240,000 G
| SO S AL I PO MELT 1 i ' FARCR : 3 : InBurgundy T e— - o et 192,000." : 993’000 .
- ’ Baide u . InProvence . === ——— -, 326,000 | :
- | ’ T R Lol _ s ’ 7 . In Navarre and Béarne = ee— 30,000
263,784,000 |

240,0965000



‘28, Capitation of the prdeg of Malta . e —— .
'29." Tolls at Trevoux, Hackney-Coaches in the Provinges, &c, = e |
‘30. Interefts on about Six millions ‘of public ftocks reimburfed into, the Royal

~ Continuation of REVENUES
- Paid ‘inte the Royal Treafury.

oty T ORI B 1 £t

-

- Liv, Tournois.
 From the other fide e 263,784,000
———n = . 40,000

|~ 40,000

G

-y
|
i
|
|

- T

" 32 Expences

_Contiﬂuét;i.o@f"bf EEXPENC E S
- Paid out of z%z;;R_oy\aj Trecg/}”:y o

——
ra N U

. -Fro‘mA the bt/:;r Sfide -

,’3;1.'-Su‘p,pliqs furnifhed to make good the Ex irx'(;c_s..of the Civil eftablifiment in

—

- the Ifland of Corfica . —_——
incurred for the different Acadé

mies, z’;’nd by‘gira'tqit«ies, to Men of .

o Liv. Tournots,

240,036,000

250,000

. treafury at different times, and not yet cancelled - LT e 290,000 S Lﬁtt§f3’ ) e B = 2?91000.
31. Recovery of Debets, orof old credits, and other fmall incidental Receipts, ' 33 The King’s Library’ = o ¢ —_—1 e—— 89,000
Y Memerandum, . ST T o 34. The Royal Printing*Office, annually, on:an average, about - S wmem—— T 100,000

A o 35. The Royal Botanical Garden, and Cabingt of Natural Hiftory. = e S 72,000
. e .36, Lighting and cleanfing the city. of Pari ire-engines, and other expences - - ;
® - -.oof the Police. 7 el e ——= " F,400,000*
+37. Watching and guarding the city of Pari ‘ | C—— 660,000
- 38. Maréchauffees of the Ifle of France L — L e 195,000
39. Salaries, Intereft of Finances, Poundage; Emoluments of the Chamber of ,
“Accounts, and all expences in general (both in'Paris-and the Provinces) of
- the Keepers of the Royal treafury, of all the other Treafurers, of the new
adminiftration of General receipts, an | the Commiflaries at the general - ~
. Office for the King’s Houfehold-expences fe— 2,990,000
- 40. The Prifoners in fundry Caftles . = —_— 82,000
. 41. Aids to the Jefuits, to Hofpitals, and Religious Houfes ——— 800,000
42. Affiftance to Acadian families . TR e e 113,000
43- Ordinary Tndemnities and Expences of vatious kinds = - Lo — 1,412,000
. 44. Expences for the Ecoles Vétérinaires B e— T e—— 59,000 ©
’ ,j . 45. Expences for encouraging Mining and Agrculture . — .~ - 26,000
i . 46. Expences formerly paid out of the revenueg:of the Principality of Dombes 745000
47+ Appointments and Salaries of the King’s:Governors and Lieutenants, and.” . -
*other Salaries included ‘in the ordinary dccounts of the garrifons =~ — .. 1,527,000.
i“ - 48. Allowances made to the Pays d’Etat, on different occafions, on an average, AT
_about . o SR N — . 800,000
49. Sum for the difcharge of unforefeen Expences, exceeding the poflible Re- . - e
. _ ceipts mentioned in the laft article of the Revenues, asper Memorandum =~ 3,000,000
. 264,154,000 . 253,954,000°
. L . L & ,
S UM MARY. TR
- -Total of the Revenues — 264,154,000 S , - i ‘
.. “Total of the Expences —— 253,954:000 E
: Overplus of - the Revenues = 10,200,000 =~ - R S e R
j . - » . : . :
. i Note. This overplus does not include 17,326,666 liv.
': - employed in reimburfements, the particulars of
. . which are to be feen in the following pages,
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e Lio.Tarmin. W ‘DETAIL of the. RE.IMBAURSEMENTS
; . . atberfde -»-—-—-——-—-- 240,036,000 ’ i S e
AT eﬁdbhfhment in’ TR I S merzz‘zonedutzzztbeCbapter of xAmzua/ Eopencesi

*".7 250 OOQ i Lo . ; e B ] e ) SRR

R tf&tqttxes; t:O.‘M,en of .. AR L ORI O B T A
L CUHN T e 2699000 LA T T HE Sum deﬁmed tothe relmburfement

; ) et P P o ) R U . .~ peed s \1 '
NSRS gL ‘59’000' AR D R PR s —of . Refcnptxbﬁs —-—'\‘*Lz%‘f 3000,’006

Vs

[

S
gy ey aneds SIVERICEE

—p it

. o dUt et W » I“OO oo0 o ' ‘ : e a1 50O Ll ;xi} oy

| iftory. 7 i 723000 ’ T - That deﬂ:med ‘to the rcxm{)urfé&ené SF tha"v e 4 "

B nd other GXpences, ‘ l PRI L &f the Farms, which make part of R
- >4°0 000‘ Sl SRR the chargeS“of the General Farm§: :whichzads 1k win

b e T 660, ogg S O re;mburfement will terminate.ip, 1785;. — . 3,600,000

AR : Lo -1 o] T S

| : ~ bf the Chamber of ‘,95, S L P “That deﬁmed to ;he payment of Bllls of ex--.
S . Id the Provinces) of . R : - change from the Tfle of France and Bour-—"‘ ; ‘

; afurch, gf the ne"‘; B B R ~ bon, and whtchAwdl end in 1784. e 1,000,000 sl

faries at . Si ) LAt : -
ariea s §¢‘g¢n_er_a , ) . [ ,That deﬁmed to th reunburaement of India “i-rie

- ,ggo,ooo S T e
82,000 oo : A&ions. It 1s entered here as on the fame
. . 2 Wy

800,000 . - . . : footing it was upon. in. 1780 B T 730,000 Sy

N

1 ;g’ggg e e ' . o : That deﬁmed to the relmburfement of the o N
o e ERC R » Duchy of Mercmur, and of “thie Foreﬁ of~ feton

. . 59,000~ - e ,
. 26,000 - \ Senonches, _zmd which will end in 1784. £ §53,000

ézallif‘eiu‘zgn?notr:bidi‘ 'b 74,000' ) o | I . That deftined to: the payment of the Paper
, fgamf'ons , ,,._.__‘.‘ 1,527,000 PR R ' A and Pa{’ceboard Ofﬁces, and whxch will ,
o s, on anaver'age, y T ©endinig8y o o 68,000

- N P

- ~
on——

;fl i Tl

A 8°°’°°° IR | e o ,\ Sum retained by the- Treafurer of the States*w -
- o ;ggﬁh&%)omblz Re-f 0.000 o AR - of Languedoc, from the Royal Txeafury, e T o
A .P emarandum . . 30T ; Ll . to be apphed in 1exmburfements R “-4,";)92,0(.30;' o 11

N
o

.253,954000 . S In this fém of Eour millions’ nmety-two' St S
' ' T . thoufand: livres is inclyded that portion E
' ~ < i
i

" of reimburfement which will be required. T 3
by the laft Loan of Ten mxllmns, now ‘

.

. ,A13,o4,3‘,o"o'o S x
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E Retmburfement to be mdde to thé Clergy for .

. .July in the prefent year, 1781 -

Coe 1

Brougbt ﬁrward

Jeﬁyis* pledfiire) fok the reimburfemint:of,
a pnvate Loan in the fand provmce of Brit-
tany : :

5.\\‘\.} ati

of Burgundy, to be apphed m relmburfe-" '
ments i 3 il i 0 dregd ;.

REVIE PRI

i 3 i![b L‘nu i ’166L666

. Sceaux and Poxﬂ'y =
LGN ii«au‘;’f ‘ 1

" fourteen years, fo. commencé the i 5th of

ST TR G AR }\

o Liw T 1,000,000

- Annumes to bc pald to the Clergy

—————tnrnagy

. il 296 T s ”500,005;:7:1.‘:

N

,SO0,00’@ ot

e et L

But, as the Intereﬁs and Capltals are cons: TN
- founded in this kind of Annmty or Re- :

Gty el
1mburfement, ‘they w1ll be placcd in ac- .
. count hcre only at _' ST —- 1, 000,000

.’—-——-

. ‘TOTAL of REIMEURSEMENTS - Lw. T x7,3°6 666;

?}ﬂf@m
‘ 433»
a-8*

7*
ART‘

GABELLE g N

) Bozzlo_yn g
R Tk
. NN A

B TR F s
ko Mﬂ __ o A J:?Va’ay T

- A %> I T e Annenx
: A R S TP B-‘-..J Rouen {)57”@51

3 DE LA ,
- ORMLZVDIE ~

OISR DHRTBOUIIZOZV" 0

SNE e L Prix N

e f] o150 o S 54715
8 S Malp © 2 Ton
S T, —'%W‘um}é '
2 (l3 Ibym g .‘ .’
Rennes o SRR ;°‘

0.

‘-:7 rwm{m ............

a1’ 1o._ L NGmEr

S R 2 ;r“'~.6}0

R 2 MTZEDU’POITOU’I SN A

- EEE T Be L B aQ""“

L . ‘~ .'; ZZ(WEQ '..-o¢
qu/meZom s,

]Jc]%e
_ 1'“10

. ]JOZeron .

I’ER IG 01w
~ °J’arht



(\fubjc& to' hxs Mai-
he reimburfemunt.of
axd province of Brit-

i
[N h,xu

de.to the Clergy for .
che 15 h,

,,Zi

nd Capitals are cdn*l-. s
d, of Annmty or Rc- '

: ;"‘7-‘:‘( S -__ ’~x'ooo,coo.'-' '

o
| pmieess

EMENTS - Lw.‘f? 17,306 666' |

CARTE DE

GABEM.E S

P FeLeone
1710%a 27

\Rennes °

ARTIEDVPOITOU'

17107

Sgblor d Olonnd

‘]&Me 3 ¥
_1"10

E OWNDIE “ Go A
ARTBOUIHON’

~.......--.-—p‘

aQ

o J’a}'&w

@ Ta ;LO .
o ]’ERIG OR,D
B

....

E 5 15 5% %/&m{/é’.r .
&l 3 4" beﬁ.’f”” Y, NCE"
J"‘Bm Dal % pm,;m;, Wn ‘Gl .ISL‘E DE & Ji!A
2 Ta 3. Ibyﬂuﬂ 7«.

h“ﬁ‘ .
.J’&Jy Ne

i . J’oz.r.mﬁ.;-
607", ~

Alnlens TN

.................

/M’am

¢ ? PARLS

ET ozwz o\ LAY
" ; von

\l
SN
; G'reno])le ,‘
DA UPHINE

- 50"3"@%9 13
Rxl Va/moe ,S)

4

@
NG

No Hearne é;»’,\f:? SA V 07 E ‘

Ny, O

~umy,




_ g:\\ﬁoz/sszzzo
2

//we 'S)

’ §--a\

DA UP}IINE
3073 " a%? 13

<

1. THE GREAT GABELLES.."“

‘Provinces s Prlce of Salt
IﬂeofFrance - - -1 Go“ 7S o o
.. Maine - - = == 58 19: ‘o o
Anjou’- = - = = =l . 563 3 580i35gs
Touraine '~ =~ =~ =l - %81y i éo 7.5
Orléanois =~ = - |- 58 39 3 61 15
‘Berry '« - == =)o 60 .73 6T 13
. Bourbonnois ~:-.-~f - 6x 15 0.0
Burgundy - - - -] - 61 19 o o
. ‘Champagne, except the R Lo
Réthélois = - .= -~} - 60 7 & 61 15

- Picardie, except the Bou-
- lonnois and . the -Ca- : . .
“laifis -« - . - 57 @i 59 o

Normandy, except that e
part .of Lower Nor- :
‘mandy which _com-{ .
pofes the Country of] .
‘Quart Bouillon = "~} -. 54 15 . .0 o
Perchc,’- SRS I TS L oo

PLAC}:S PR!V:L:&ED in the GrREaAT GABELLEs.
. The exemption is limited to the proportion of 7 per-
fons to-the Minot, i.e. to 141b. of Salt'per head above
8 years old,

Havre, Dieppe, Eu and Tred

- . port,, Harfleur, -Honfleur,

Gcne;ahty Ault and Mer Fecamp, 8. Va-

ot lery - en Caux, parith of
Rouen

Tylly, Bethencourt, and la

Croix au Banlly - - 3% 108

Generalnfy
of Amlens

5 Panﬂxes in’ the 'Generahty of Soxﬂ'om ]
current pr;ce " - B

A Prmcnpalxty HF Vaucéuleurs, and 18 parifhes
- in'the Generahty of Chalon {ur Mame - 33

Genérahty 5 panﬂws at
< & g parifhes at-

o parithes at.

. Maconnoxs

. Breﬁe*andBu ¥ AR P

Lyonnois, Fotez, . Beau-
- jolois ard Dombes " -
Dauphiné - .
- Briangonnois’
Valley of Barcelonette.
- Provence - --:'- o
- VYelay and Vivarais < -

- - wo-

[ Valery fur Somme
L e wh of Cayeux

South part of Auvergne]:

and Rouergue - -~ ..
Gevaudan .
Languedoc - -
_Country of Sault and Cha-

......

labre in Languedoc * - |-

‘Rouffillon s« s a'a-un

-1

-

I N

)
~ Own

-',‘:‘5"2-27 4_ :
«.,'; 3 10

[ e

K] d.'em.n‘\l

pr w2

» u)

s
Al
s
a .

I

_', "32;',‘1'1V
=" 316
I

L/ 33
oo :;Q

15

29.‘

‘o o.fo, .0

A

\ 3 GABE LLE S of the SALTPITS.
: ' \Pnce of Salt -

- Lorraine and Clermontois 299 105 0 o
" ThreeBithopricks ~'-}. " '36. .0 0 "o
‘Frahch¢ Comté. - '« -] - Commion price of Salt,
o - ordinary and extraor-

L - din'ary, 15l
Alfaceﬂél-‘: '-j_(-‘- : = ‘1210

Proymces B
Pl bt

Ao COUNTRY of QUAR.T BOU[LLON, o
Tt Part of Lower Normandy, : ’

i Common prxcc 13" the qumtal.

‘s, GABELLES of the RETHELOIS,

5 Compofed “of - the Ele&we ]urxfd:&:on of Rethe], the. ,;
4 Country -of Gex - =72

\

15: a 17“ lOS

':Pnce = - I_, = 15“

: 6. ) PROVINCES redeemed from the GABELLES. .

’ The Salt. which' i is” confumed there is liable to the Duty of |’

Tr:utes, ‘which is-not. mconﬁdetable. ’

Pxovmces ; PI‘ICC ofSaIt. o
Poxtou, Aums, and Sam- o
_tongés, excepting the .

. parts of thofe Provinces| - - .

- .which -border on’, the E

: _"Pen gord,
* Senechauflée. .

E Bxgorre,

¥ Salt-Matfhes-; e e 60 To a8 o
Angotmois e e - 7 o a8 o
" Limbfin ; 3 SRR JEERE NP SR o‘

' f‘Aiﬁréifg‘né, :ex"cept the part
‘to - the Lm:lc

- fubjeét’ .
Gabelles - - T e .
(Lercy, and
Guyenne . .= "= =~
of Bour--
deaux fel a2 A

Country of Foix -4«

. Provinces = -
prahal/ ey

v Bretagne et S

Boulonnoxs and Calaifis™ -

Cnault e e -l
Provinces. ‘of Sedan-and
Raucoup™ =~ "= -

.;Conitat d’Avxgnon - -
TTertitory of Arles -

‘+Nebouzan -~ =

‘Beain, Country of Soule,
" Lower. Navarre,
Country of Laboyr - -
s of Rhé and Oleron’
Parts of Saintonges, of
Aunis, and of Poiton,,
‘contiguous to the Salt—

Marthes, and of which.

“the confumption is not

- fubjeét. to the: c}uty off. -

< ralte. ~

Commges, and ;

. Artois, Flandre, and Hai- E

and} °

9
7e FREE PROVINCES.,‘
: " . Price: of Salt,.

-
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