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édopted) effectually, the Abufes and mal:Practices, which -
~ haye but too_long obtained in the. CORN—TRADE, with- the
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T a time when the pub‘ic cxy, it
“{eems, is but too jultly " excited
agamﬁ the enormoiis enhancement” of

the prices of almoft _every ncceﬁary of
life, and efpecmlly corn and meat; it

may, not -be amifs, or unfeafonable, to
endeavour to trace them to their fouzce

the feemmgly obvious caufes thereof
(it having, I believe, been already afcer-

tained, that there exifts no real ,f\carc'ity,)

“and alfo point out a remedy, or prefent

allevxatwﬁ.

The lmportaﬂce of the fub;eé’c 1 muﬁ -
vconfefs, requires a much abler pen than

mine to do it jultice; and I feel myfelf
Very
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vcxy mcompetent to the taﬂ: howex’rer,’ |

if the following hints, or “obfervations,

fhould carry any con_vu?cxon, and fub-
flantiate the grounds on whiclh they are-
founded, a wide field will open fox

fome mo*c verfed in the . bufinefs
take 1t ‘up on a much larger fcale, pcr~
haps, hereazter Cif thought proper.—
Undeh’nandmb, Lnerefore, that govern-
ment have taken up the matter feriouf~
ly, but that no plan has yet been. offer-'
~ed, or ud0pted by them, in order elther
to i’cem the progrefs of fo alarmmg an.
evil, or to. effeét any, even the leaft re-
| du&xon tbereof —1 would beg leave to

- ﬂmmxt a. few remarks on this very 1n~ ﬁ
terclting, general concern, to your im-

, parnai conﬁderaaon, as an humble at-
tempt to ferve my . countly ‘at thxs
. jur m,uze., |

As have before obferved its bemg,l be- :

lieve, underftood, that no a&ual fcarc1ty
exifts as the caufe for the prefent enormous
prices of thofe before—mentxoned arti-.
eles ; there muﬁ: therefore exift fome
o | | latent
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latent . myﬁerxous ‘caufe. produé’uve of

the prefent artificial fcarcxty or - rather_ -
,.dearnefs of them.;- ‘

Now, I beheve, it W1ll be alfo ac- -

“knowledged, that in proportion « as

thofe two prmcxpal neceﬁ'aues of : life

‘have advanced in price, fo. have corn-‘,

fa&ors mxllers, and butchers, mcreafed

in number : Thefe not. content Wlth_“’

a fau' and Ju{’c trade, }, have ever, at.

'llea{’t I beheve, _ﬁnce the revolutlon,-‘..{_

(hke the ref"cor W1th hls plura mes)”

. been pveymg, ' as 1t Were, upon the
very vitals of poor John Bull, by

fome illicit plaé’tice or  other. Hence, |
then, I prefume, we may in fome mea-

A{ure, falrly account how th1s numerous
. body are enabled to drain” the markets

at advanced prices ;. “(which' the. mlllcr"»

| :manufaé’cures into flour, and feHs Whole»"‘

fale and - retail): This is from time to

- time: depoﬁted in gxanary, }and there-
by becomes d1&:ator ‘as 1t were to fu«-
"»",tute markets ; vvhxch Whether thmly'
or. plentxfully fupphed, is ﬁne to meet .,

a .
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a ready fale ﬁom them - as before fo |
that the pubhc are the1eby reduced to
the neceﬁity of giving at leaft the fame“
‘prices (thould it happen that . there is
any left for them after thefe are’ glut-j

ted) or go wrthout or elfe apply to

- them for what’ they may want at a

ar greater dlfadvantage by Vv’thh

practice, I think it will appear, that
they muft the1eby become poflefs’d re-
gularly week " after ‘week, of nearly,‘ |
perhaps, the grofs quantxty" of ‘each
market ;- and fo ‘in time may. engrofs
the chief ftock of the country, which

conﬁ‘rtutes them as it were fubﬁltutes

for your markets at laft.” This, T thlnk

| emdently appears inftanced in the cir~
curnﬁances of the prefent ﬁtuatlon of
the country, Whlch thej,r feem” to have_
dramed nearly of her ftock. ~ The: mil-"
ler tco may now be faid to ‘be a pet-
ty corn-fac’cor as well as a ﬂour—fa&or '

according to the prefcnt pradice . of

- eraﬁfa&mg the bufinefs: But furely it
cannot be deem’d either Ju{’c Or proper

o th 1t he {hould become purveyor for
the |
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the 'pub'hc,' whofe proper provmce

“fhould "be only to grmd your .corn ;

for domg which he either pays hlm-

:{elf by a mouter, or charges fo. much

per boll, ‘and there is an’ eqd of thc

| buﬁnefs Beﬁdes, I underﬁand thar

when any “of this moft invaluable. grain.
happens to fporl in their hands, either

“from bemg too . long kept or forie o-
ther caufe, that they will prefumptuouf- o

1y deﬁroy it, by throwmg it -inte a
contiguous* rlver.-,——Thls is. a praQice,
by the bye, which ‘muft not -otily “be

offenfive to God, but a reproach upon,

‘any enhghtened nanon to fuffer. —-AnOa -

| ther, and perhaps not the Ieaﬁ: caufe,_
- we may attrxbute the extravagant ad- .

vance on’ land of late years ;. and- ‘the .
fill worfe praéhce of - coniohdatmg:
farms, ‘which enables the engroffers, in
a great meafure, not only to keep the

| marLets thinly fupphed by with-hold-.

mg therr quota,~and fo_have a fermue_‘

effe@, “at particular penodss on: their.
- prices; but alfo as it. greatly tends to..

depopulate the country, by the reduce“
. _ tlon



| [ 8 ]., |

. tlon, Lor rather frarving. of many fa-
milies - to aggrandlze an mdwxdual
‘who 1 may as foon, perhaps fooner, fa11 |
on the aggregate, than the poorer: in-

- duftrious one. will on ' the - reduc’d.
- A':The mhumamty and 1mpohcy‘ of fuch
g ~c0ndu& 1s too, glarmg and” felf—ewdent

to need any ‘comment” from me. * With

~regard’ to- the’ fecond artxcle,i meat, )
 numbers . of - butchers are now “become |
H=gra21ers themfelves, therefore w111 be
k, watchful of ‘any. rife of corn to keep

pace. therew1th- ‘which,* rather than' be

* behind in,. 1 alfo- underﬁand they will
. hkew1fe, at . umes, “make -away with -
- quanptities - of meat, in order to keep

up the prices, as it is termed " which
 ‘makes them equally obnomous to their
- country with the other: Nor. fhould

thefe be allowed to. be grazicrs as well

18 3 whereby they have it in -

: :;xe?: t(;:)zver to withhold that fupply
- which othe1w1fe would come regularly :

- o marketo ‘Add o th:.s, ‘the great in- |
. “creafe of - populatlon at this time, by

Iy ble mﬂux of fo-
- reafon Of t'he eonﬁdera » relgn ers,

reigriers, “and. others, lel B beheve, be
- 'admitted to have fome eﬁ'eé‘c on ' their
- advancement. As to the proportlon of
ifarms T prefume ‘it is- the opinion of
‘the ‘beft judges, that from sool. or ra-
_.ther, perhaps, . 300l to - sol. per an-
" _num would be the’ beﬁ, and, as allow-j
~iong fufficient . chpe to the indufirious

and mgemous to chfplay their: abilities

~in that line. . Whereas, on - ‘the other
" hand, by the larger fcale, ~ it only .
| tends to’ encreafe their pride, luxury,
cxﬁipatxon ‘and improper - behaviour,
- quite - mconﬁﬁ:ent with their {phere: of
[life. Nor fhould they be fuffer’d to

rent, or have in. their poffefﬁon, ‘more
“than one farm at one time, in ‘the

Hfame county at leaft. Another bad prace

~tice has. been . too prevalhng ‘among-
~gentlemen. Iately, I.mean that of let~

~ting their farms-to others befides far- =
mers, e1ther perhaps to accommodate

them, or, becaufe ‘they could afford ‘to

give them more rent ; thereby depri-
- ving the poor mduﬁmous farmer of his.

B . o . natural ‘
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na’tﬁra.l means iofil ;ﬁlppoftg', Thefe, toge-

~ ther .with fimilar prevailiog mal-pradti-

ces, when maturely weighed, will, 1 pre-.
fume, appear obvioufly: the procurmg
:?g‘;aufes of thofe alarming evi_‘lsr,;\fo Jufﬂy
complained of, Yb»eqaufe {o feverely felt
by the community at large, and ef=

pecially by the mechanic and labourer.

~ All attempts to remove, or gven,'al— .

Jeviate which; it fhould feem, have hi-

" therto been baffled ; ‘and that the cala=

mity fill encreafes; and is likely to do

{fo; which- ‘makes it more _alarming.

‘But not to dwell on thofe {elf-evident
enormities; to fay nothing worfe of

9

them, we haften to the propos’d e~

medy, -Or inmediate a’llcviﬁati‘og of ‘thcrg? |

Now, as thofe pra&iccs,a(thoughr dread- .
ful in their confequences. »tc_).‘fthe, ‘pgb.a/. 4
l‘ic) feem to have the fan&ion of law,

:¢ will become neceflary, 1 prefg;ne, _fgx.:
~ the interference ,of the legiflature; or

* other fpecial authority, that thofe aver-
grown’ déalérs in the ~before-mention=
ed articles of life, may bekept with=

IR
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in  bounds, by. reftricting them- to- a

fpecific quantity, and rate per pound,
- the firlt ‘of corn, (excepting foreign)

Wh_ichi ;they thould never -exceed ;having'

in their hands or ' pofleffion at one

time, cither ‘of their own or of others,

-under heavy penalties, or  forfeiture
“thereof ; fubjeGed to infpe@ion by pro-
| ,p‘_er officers ;s and that they fhould alfo
‘be obliged to bring the furplus now
‘in their  hands, at certain )‘_',pe_ri‘if)ds to
~market, and fell it at a market-price.

I' believe it can be prov'd, that at this

~moment, (taking advantage of the
times) they are¢ felling .corn confidera-
“bly above cent.per cent' profit. The
. other fhould alfo be compelled to bring
~all he kills-at one time to market, and
fell it at a ftandard rate per pound;
avhich “he fhould not. exceed, under:

forfeiture of all he fells above fuch

o orate, to be fettled by the chief maglf-«

trate. As to the petty artifices of re-"

tailers, if -;j‘vu{?z_,ic’gs‘.o'f the peace, or o- -
“ther magiftratés would a& up indepen-

| D,; S dently
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“dently to their  high' and important of-
. fice; the. exiﬂ:—ing '!aWs, 1 believe, are
* fully  adequate -

their * fuppreflion.
When we. turn our eyes to the proﬁ1—

"gacy and diffipation. of the times, and'
‘confider ferioufly by how many . ways.
. thofe principal neceflaries . of life - are‘

ufelefsly fquandered and Lonfumed

: hmmy and intemperance ;. they prefent
a profpe@ too {hocking - almoft for a
| "conﬁderate mind to think of 'vvlthout:
thuddering - for the confequence.  The-
‘tables of too many tradefmen now, inftead
" of exhibiting a model of frugality and
moderatmn (Wthh it fhould be a
. point . with them ‘always to. do) ‘ex-
~hibit rather a fuperfluity, . little mfenor
"perhaps to that of the nobility; the -
baneful - effe@s of which, not only in.
the wafte -thereby unneceffarlly ‘made,
but, by the bad example fet . their e~
,;quals and’ dependents, muft be feverema_
1y and fenﬁbly felt, and contribute not
- littde to affe& both their price and:

coqfumpnon.wThew adoption: alfo of

the

fi';]

- the fol ies - and levmes of the age, in
routes, - fetes, balls, affembhes, ‘and {uch
“like, ‘thereby encouraging: luxury ~and’

extxavagance, muft likewife have -a fe-

-rious eﬁ'eé’c together with. their con- .
comitant . bad confequences. ~On a. .
‘view of. their attendants. or menial fer-
.'vants, they feem too to be little behind
that - refpe&,. thereby occaﬁonmg,ﬂ
.;an ufelefv confumption in thofe before-

mentioned artxcles, (at’ leaft in the

: h1gher priced) ; “as well. as keepmg them |
“in -idlenefs, -which,- if poffible, i 18 Worfe ‘
 ~,‘&111 efpecially . for themfelves, by giv-
- ing them an idle turn, if not already
- inclin’d to it, and fo render them un-
fit for any ufeful fituation in life.
Reﬂe&mg on the various practices for
_confuming alfo of oats, pulle,: &c. by
the - keepmg of an ‘infinite > number of -
- unnecellary horfes and - dogs, the enor-
~mous rife - of  thofe articles, I. believe, -
“will not- appear fo furprifing: I doubt
~'not but"what ‘is expended ufelefsly on
thefe, will nearly balance the expence
| - attend-

AR

. .



1407

| @.itcn'ding’thé fupport of the poor in
‘the aggregate. “Tis pity but the great

ones of the earth could be brought to
~ yefle&, and wexgh ferioufly the effects

of fiich condu& both on themfelves

~and othels, which muft eventually af-
fedr more or lefs their -poor brethren: -

Would they not be content only with

~-the name of a chriftian, (hke a man
born to a title without an eftate. in
'-reverﬁon) but be chriftians mdeed (in
~ doing all the good in- their powm) 3
and inftead thereof,  keep, ‘an _equal
‘number of poor perfons, more efpemal-‘
ly at this time; what an honour would
it be to them! how . effentially ferve
their country! and thereby wipe off
‘the ftain which has fo long, and fo
~gauch fullied their = charalter ;- add .a
“grue chgmty to them, and anfwer. for
them-in the day of general retribution,

when each one mult: render .an  ac-
‘sount for the talents commlfted to-him;

. not: afluming any -merit ;- but only as
- good ﬁewards of the manifold grace of

God 12
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God ! ‘Let the mxfer love his gold,
and let the licentious revel never fo
much, yet let: them remember, that

| 'God swill at hPt brmg them mto Judgﬁ
ment, L : |

Advertmg to What ‘has lately paf—-
~(in confequence of the pretend«

ed fearcity) I mean the late act’ of
parliament; 1mpoung a duty on thofe

who wear han-powder : how little feem-

-1ngly is the - effe& in fupprefing tha,f :

extravagant praftice | which furely in-

“dicates an ‘infenfibility at leaft .to the
_neaeﬁity of the times which producd
ilt : :

The pubhc meafures ]ately taken m’ 
allewatxon of the prefent neceffity, tho
laudable and falutary in themfelves, can

“have no effe@ on the markets, or ten&,
in the leaft to remove the caufe of .
" the pretended fcatmty, and - confequent |

dearnefs,—no : we have witnefled (1 am

“forry to fay it) xather the confrary :



. enforce them to fell their corn.
reduc’d price - from  that which they

~ 'The only rem ‘prefent {1
‘any) feems to be lodg’d ~ with the

‘be called forth regularly in aid, |
apphed to the exigency of: the tlmes. .

 harveft {hall come in.
g parucularly loud on mamﬁmtes to be.
- | ‘ a&xve |

For- e’w}er fince 'thefe benevolent e
‘thods have' been “adopted, the markets

~have almoft regularly continued rifing

inftead of falling": And the farmers, of~
fended feemingly, at the fteps taken to

have too long lately received, I fear

- may. 0perate to their Wlthholdmg any
- further fupply at prefent..
be. happy to find ‘myfelf mlﬂaken, in
havmg my fears removed by a qu
) market this Week '

But I thall

remedy at

engroflers ;. and- which furely ought to
and

at a fair and reafonable rate, when I

“have no doubt but, by frugal manage.,
- ment, ‘there will yet be found a fuf-

ficiency to laft until the approaching

.

g;j
J
!

’_at ‘a-

prefent (if

'Ihe tlmes cali ‘
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Altive and wgﬂant that no 1mpoﬁtxons '
‘be play’d off on the pubhc, in their
refpeé’uve dxf’m&s and that every regu~

lation be' promoted, that can, in. any

degree, tend to effe® the redu&lon of

: the beforemmentloned artlcles.

There is, T thmk, great want of fome/
vregulatxon of the corn- ‘markets ; in re- |
fpe&, at” leaft, “of the farmerss placmg
the corn - when they have brought it
to mzﬁ‘ket inftead - of the prevallmg\

‘ pra"hce here, of takm{r it out of the

carts, ‘and putting it dn‘e&ly into a
granary, loft, or other repoﬁlory, they‘

' ought furely, rather to take a part of

it into" the markets, and Iet the reft
remain in their carts, to  be -taken

. thence to market ‘too, if it ‘{hould be

wanted, and if any fhould be left, af-

“ ‘ter the maxket is ‘over, either to ‘take
‘it "home Wlth them
fome place il the next market-day,
‘in order thereby to plevent the fale of

or lodge it in

it puvately ;. ‘Whmh9 1t is to be feared,
S c s
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- but too much the praQice; and fo

be. the means of ‘withholding it com-
ing fairly to the market, which muft

have, ’tis prefum’d, a great effe& in

kecping up the prices.

I am forfy to obferve, that it feems
to be underftood to be the more general

' opinidn,'that_many (perhaps the majori-

ty) of the a&ting committee, having me?
concern in the corn-trade- themielves,
are thought perhaps not the propereft

‘perfons for condudling the important

bufinefs with which they are charged,
inafmiuch, as it is too nearly co.;ineéh
ed with their own immediate line of
B‘uﬁn‘efs,i to be fuppofed to difcharge
it with that difintereftednefs the nature

of the cafe feems to 1equire, and—whlich
others, of another line, or rather .in-
dependent' of any bufinefs, would have -

been free from any fufpicion of ;‘-‘_?n_d
that to avoid which, the moﬁ fahglb_le
plan would, I think, have been to have

- ¢hofen only two or three of thofe

S - for

o 1.

for the committee to ‘advife = with
upon any occafion. But. 1 would wil-
lingly hope ‘that they will fo condu&
their meafures, as to do away any im~
putation ~ of fufpicion that may feem
to attach on that account, and acquit
the import truft delegated to them with
full fatisfaGion to the public, and ho-

. nour to themfelves. ~

I cannot quit this very' interefting {ub-

" j2&, however, without congratulating my

countrymen, that: we are not yet, (God
be thank’d) deflitute of fome good feed,
which has lately {prung up, and brought
forth abundantly, to the relief of many
thoufands of our:poor brethren, at this -

‘calamitous time; may their  labours -

be abundantly bleft; “ may they not
be tired in doing good ;” fo fhall they
reap a good reward in due time, “if

they faint not.”

If thefe few refleCtions thrown haf-

tily together, thould “afford any new-

C2  Tight



o201

light on this moft important fubjec,
or appear but too juftly founded,
which . I- fear they will, let thofe ad-
venturers -refle& in time, whether they
will be able to weather the ftorm
which feems ready to fall on, their de-
' voted heads, :

Thus have I bneﬂy altempted to
explore -this ‘myiterious - bufinefs, - in
hopes fome abler hand may ‘take it
up as impartially. Whether' what is
here advanced, is, or is not, but too
‘applicable to the. praé’ace of the pre-
fent times, I muft leave to a candid
| public to decide; and alfo the iffue
. with them as the pr0per arblters, and
" with them likewife 1. reft my preten-
fions of having confc1ent10uﬂ}}\ endeau
}vourd to ferve my Country |

A CITIZEN awn FREEMAN, -

GATESHEAD, .
_\ ,7”{)‘ 31 1794 %




