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ARGYLL., |




To his Grace

ARCHIBALD

DUKE OF

A R GY L L o
My Lorp Duke, - :
Have obferved that all your Ance-
ftors, down from him who married

King Robert's Sifter to your Grace, are

recmded in Hiftory for having done

{omething beneficial to their Countr Y

and, as your Grace is allowed to be the ¢

Oreatef’t Encomager of all Arts and Sci-

ences, 'Trades and Manufacures, that

has appealed in this Age, 1f this Pro-

pofal {eems feafible to your Grace, I {ee

no Perfon fo capable to throw it into

Pradtice as yourlelf. I am, with the

oreateft Subnnﬁion

May it P;’mfe &e. - : !
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~SUPPLEMENT

,:..;‘ :- | ‘-’ T O THE f‘ e

P R 0 P OSA L for mcreaﬁng the’\Tum-
" ber’ of Inhabitants, the Trade and
RIChCS of the Clty of Edméurgb

ScoTsmaN, to think that our Country-
~* - men have at laft opened their Eyes to the
Advantages of Trade and Manufacures ; that
the Great not only encourage it with their
Countenance, but join in it; that the middling

IT is an unfpeakable Pleafure to every true

. People have laid by their foolith Pride, and

thmk it no longer a Difgrace to breed their Chil-
dren to mechanick Employments, and that the
Spirit of Induftry relgns amOnch all Degrees of
Peoplc. . ,

WaaT a comforiable Reflexion is 1t, that

- now our Pofterity have a Profpe& of living more

comfortably than ever their Anceftors did? That,
in all human Probability, this will be ftill in-

sr«:aﬁpg, and that the IEra from whence this

Spmt -
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Spirit took its Date, will be reckoned the Epo-

cha from whence the Happinefs of ScoTLAND

took its Beginning. .
It is for thefe Reafons that I think every the
leaft Attempt towards advancing this great End is
commendable, and, however mean the Berform-
ance may bein itfelf, yetit may givea Hint, that,
“when fallen into the Hands of People of fuperior
Genius, may be improven to Advantage; for
I muft fubfcribe to that Author’s Opinion, that
whoever contributes to make: twoPiles-of Grafs
row where but one grew before, deferves more
of Mankind than the greateft- Conqueérors that
ever lived.. War is no-farther neceffary. than
as it proteéts and defends the Arts of Peace;
when that End is obtained, "War is ufelefs; ‘nay,
if puthed farther, it degenerates into mere But-
chery : It'may deftroy, ‘but never' add to the

Happinels of a People.: - .+

¥

o Ir is'with Pleafure I read:a Pa'mp}vllét’,lé'tely

publithed, ‘intitled, Propofils for carrying on
certain publick Works in the City of Edinburgh.
The Defign -is - certainly noble.  The Im-
provement and Embellithment of 6ur Capital is
a Defign worthy every ScoTsman, befides the
other Advantages that are built upon it, and, tho’
it may be liable to fome Obje&ions, yet,-as the
Defign in the main is generous, it ought to be

read: with a Defire to retify any Miftakes that

may be in it, rather than to cavil at.it... 1

would fain afkany of thofe little W ould-be-Wits, .

thther

Wheﬁh'eglz the Publigk ~ Zvil'l]
more obliged to ‘a Petfon who rpropofes: -
thing that has a Tendency- toWallj‘d’stromfc())g:x; |
.th‘c?f pul_r)'h'ck Good‘_,f_ or to'another'who. turns it -
I think it is now agreed on all Hands, that.
the Power, Strength, ‘and Riches of a Nation,
confift more in the Number of its People, than:
in the Extént of its Dominions. © To inftance:
only in two : The Province of HoLLaND &
a little Spot of Earth, hardly capable to main=
tain' its Inhabitants one fourth Part of the Years
and yet we fee, by the Multitude and Indu'ﬁr};;
of itsPeople, it flourifhes in Riches, Power and
Honour; whereas the Kingdom of Sp a1 N, with
all her Acquifitions,and the Riches brought from: .
the new World, 'is' hardly able to fupport her-
{'ejlﬁ I would from ‘thence conclude, that the
firft Step towards: the Greatnefs and Happinefs
of-a Community, ' fhould be to increale the

reckon ' themfelves:

‘Number of its People.. o

Ir this is granted, we have zext to fall upon
the moft ‘proper Methods to obtain this End ;
and I humbly think that would be done by
gving proper Encouragement to all Manner of
Manufactures, fo as to bring every Article of
ourown Produét to its utmoft Perfe®ion before
we parted with it.  The Wooll of ENGLAND
would bring “in a great deal of Money if ex=

ported as fhorn from the Shecps Backs; yes
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no Body will fay it would bring in o much ds-
when manufa&ured into broad Cloath: . And

what would become of the Numbers of People - :

~ who are employed in -that Manufa&ure? But,
as we {eem to be pretty fenfible of this, by the
‘Encouragement that is given juft now, (1 believe
a5 much as our Funds will allow) if any Body
could fall upon a Method to increafc this En-
couragement, without putting the Publick to.
any Charge, I think he would deferve well of
the Community ; and this is what has prevailed.
upon me to appear in Print; if I fail, I hope
the Publick will forgive it for the Sake of the
Defign. R
T believe no Body will deny that a Tradef

man will chufe to work where he can live cheap~ -

eft, and, at the fame Time, bring his Work to
the beft Market: Where thefe two can be af-
‘certained, Tradefmen and their Families will
flock ; and I humbly think this may be done

in and about the City of EDINBURGH.  Eve-

ry. Body knows, that the moft Part of the
working People’s Food in ScoTLAND is Oat-
Meal ; when this is dear they are in the ut-
moft Straits ; and, if it could be fixed at a rea-
fonable Price for ever, it would arifwer all the
Ends propofed. , o
 TruE medium Price of Oat-Meal, one Year
with another, in SCOTLAND, is 100 L. Scots
the Chalder, or 10 5. 5d. per Boll: But how

often do we fee it fold, in plentiful Years, for 8o -

L. Scots

L. Scots the Chalder, or,9 8 J*.]4. d. per Boll? Now
if a fufficient Quantity were bought up in thofe
Years at the publick Charge, it would cnable
the City of EDINBURGH to command the
Markets, fo as the Meal fhould never rife a-
‘bove 100 L. the Chalder, or 10 5. 5d. per
Boll ; at which Price it is acknowledged every ’

- Tradefman can live. Now, what greater En-

Couriigementbfor {? Tradefman to fettle amongft
us, than to be aflured that he fhould :
for his Food 8 d. per Peck? U ey

To illuftrate. this a little. SuppAofe‘ it fhould

be found neceffary to buy 36,400 Bolls at 8 . '

4 d. per Boll, which would coft 15,166 L.
13;..401. this yvOuld enable the Town, when-
ever it Thould rife, to fell to the Inhabit;nts. 100
EBolls a-Day for a whole Year. Tt any Bod

judge what Eﬁ‘eﬂ& this would have upon thye
Markets : But, if it thould be neceflary to bu

up more, the Town could neverbe at a Lofy
Tt is vifible that they would have 2 s. 1 4 Profi |

“upon each Boll, and yet the Inhabitants well ;‘

ferved : Nay, tho’ it thould 1y th .
them, and Oat-Meal will keipt}fjeg;;j‘;}g

~ longer, without Damage, they ftill are Profiters.

For Victual is generally bought Boll and core:

- Thhis is the Intereft of one Year at 5 per Cenz

i)ft hlt 1;3 1211114 u% glCW it generally comes out an-
cr Holl'and Score; this is another Year’s Ii-

téreﬁ' ; and the Profit will v . )
and pry all Charges will well afford the thlvr,d’l.

B o Now,
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N ow, if proper Regulations were made, that
the Members of the Community, and none
but them, fhould have this Benefit, what Num-
bers would it draw in to us, and with what
~ Pleafure would a Man part with a little Money
for entering

Meal? What Numbers of Journeyman would
flock in to us, when they knew they would
have a Share in the fame Benefit? In fhort, how
would our Numbers be increafed, and confe-
quently our Riches! All Ranks of People
would find the Benefit of it; the very Reve-
nue, both of the Crown and the Town, would
be increafed, and the Town not put to the
Charge of one Sixpence ; for it could never be
called a Debt, when they were always in Pof~
{eflion of a Commodn:y, whereon they could
“never be Lofers {fo long as Mankind eats Bread ;
whereas, as the Cafe happens -this ‘very Year
the Inhabitants of the City of EDINBURGH
muft be greatly difcouraged, and Strangers will
hardly venture to fettle amongft us, when they
fee the Oat-Meal fall 2 4. or 3 d. perr Peck in

the Counties round us, and not one F arthmg

in the City or Suburbs. . |

Object. 1. THis may encourage Idleneﬁs,
when People know they can always have a Piece
of Bread at a reafonable Price.

Anfw. Avv Charities are liable to the. famc
Objeétion,

, when he was aflured he fhould
for the future never pay 8 d. per Peck for his "

Shall we therefore give none, be-
A caufe

: II
caufe they may be mifapplied ? Befides, it may
in a great Meafure be obviated, by Certificates ’
ﬁom People of known Charater inthe Place,
and from Mafters to their Journeymen, touch-

ing their Honefty and Diligence.

Objeéz 2. TH1s may bring in fuch Shoals
upon us, that, as in Time they are difabled

or fuperannuated they may be a Burden upoa ‘

the Community. =~ -
Aﬂfw ALr Communities ﬁnd the Beneﬁt

“of providing Funds for the Support of their

own Poor; and I believe no Journeyman would

- grudge a Halfpenny out of every Crown of his

Farnings, when he did not know but he or =«
his Family might have the Benefit of it, and,
at the fame Time, were intitled to fuch a pre-

{ent Advantage.. This might in Time fo far

" increafe the Revenue of our Poor-Houfe, as to
‘ make it capable to fupport itfelf.

' Objett. 3. BuT hereis a dead Stock, that in
cheap Years, might be exported, and brmrf in
a great deal of Money to.the Kingdom.

Apfw. THE End of all Governments is the:
Happinefs of the People in the firft Inftance ;
befides, I think this Objetion is anfwered by
the Propofal to reduce all our own Product to
its utmoft Perfe@ion before we parted with it :

If we do not draw in the Money for the Viétual,

“we will draw it in with Intereft from the Goods

manufactured by the People who cats this Victu-
a ; beﬁdes it would prevent a great deal of Im-
POIL ’
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us.

it'may be followed by every Community in the
Kingdom,. and fo be of no farther Ufe to the
City of EDINBURGH than to others.

Anfw. Beitfo. Are we afraid of running out
of Hands > We are prolifick to a Proverb : The

more of our Hands that are employed at Home,
the greater our Exports muft be, and confe-

quently our Riches. |
Objet. 5. 1x this Proje& thould go on, the
"Town of EpiNBURGH would be obliged to

~build Granaries for the Meal : Here is a great
deal of Money thrown away, and a dead Stock

upon their Hands. | |

- Anfw. Oat-Meal does not require Granaries
for Air; for the harder it is packed, and the
lefs it is expofed to Alr, it keeps the longer, and

is fo much the better; fo that there is no Oc-.
cafion for building, or putting the Town to

the leaft Expence that Way; There is Abun-

dance of vacant Room in our Infirmary, Poor-
Houfe, Her1oT’s and WaTson’s Hofpitals,
&re, doe. to contain all the Meal that will be

neceflary ; and I believe no Body will fay they

will be put to a bad Ufe, when employed this
Way, when the very Inhabitants of thefe Hou- |

fes will be intitled to the Bencfit.
Object. 6. Bur. the .greateft Obje&tion is
behind. Where fhall we raife this Money?

15,106

port in a dear Year, and fo keep Money amongft

0576&‘ 4. Tirs Projec is fo obvious, that
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15,166 L. 13 . 4 d. is a great Sum, and we

all know the "Town is confiderably in Debt.
Anfw. 1acknowledge that there are a great

~many People that are much better qualified to
fall upon Ways and Means than I, and, as this

is but a Hint, it js not to be expe&ted that the
whole can be fo well digefted, as it will be if

ever -it is put in Pra&tice: But, to obviate

this Objection as far as I can, I anfwer, there
is not an Incorporation or Community in the

Town of EpiNBURGH or Suburbs, but have
* fome Funds or other for the Maintenance of their |
own Poor. - All our Hofpitals'#ive very confi- -
- derable Revenues, particilarly dmrioT’s and

WaTson’s. CouldPart of their Capitals be bet-
ter employed? Would it not yield them moreIn-
tereft than any Lands they could purchafe, be-

- fides the Advantage of having‘their Provifions

always at a reafonable Rate; for when one Spe-
cies of Provifions is cheap, it has a great Effect

upon all the others? Thus, I think, a very con-
{iderable Sum might be raifed; befides, it would

be a great Encouragement for enlarging the Roy-.

alty; for, by this Means, as the Communi-

ties that are not included in it would have a -
Share in this Benefit, fo their Contributions -

would greatly increafe the Capital ; and, tho’
there thould be Occafion for fome Thoufands
of Pounds more, I can never think it would

be fuch a mighty Hardthip upon the Town. It

is aimoﬁ morallly certain tha}: they would draw

upwards

\

/
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upwards of 5 per Cent. for whatever they bor-
rowed; and, as I faid before, it can never be

properly called contradting a Debt, when they -

would be always in Pofleflion of a Commodi-
ty whereon they could never be Lofers, aslong

~ as Mankind eats Bread ; and, I believe, pole the
~ Burgefles, and it will be given for contracting

itby a great Majority. .
> Brsipes all this, the Calculation was made
for the beft LoTH1aN Meal, which every Bo-

~ dy muft acknowledge to be the beft in Scor-

LAND, and gqﬁfequemly the deareft. We all

know we couls/ have it mueh cheaper in other -

>

Counties ; ‘aie, as the Excellency of LoTHI-
AN Meal does not altogether confift in the
Corns growing there, but rather in our Manu-
fadturing it at our Kilns and Mills, fo, if the
Corns wete bought up in the cheap Counties,
and manufactured here, I feeno Reafon why it
would not yieldas good Meal asany of the Growth
of LoTu1an, Cornnot being liableto ‘contraé
that bad Tafte by Water-Carriage, as when it
it is manufactured into Meal, and, if it was, it
would be taken off in our Kilns. o
TrERE is one Thing which I had almoft
forgot, which is, that the Seller will always
ive a reafonable Time, by which, at leaft, T'wo
and a Half per Cent. more will be faved than what

was formerly reprefented. -

- Trus I have endeavoured to anfwer any

Objeé’tions that occurred to me, and to give a

‘Hint, which, if found practicable, may be ca-
- | pable

e

.n'
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pable of many Improvements ; if not, I hopé

~ the Publick will forgive it, as the Defign is be-

nevolent: Befides, I have taken Care to conceal

the Author; fo, if it is thought ridiculous, I
~ {hall not be expofed, and, if pracicable, I fhall
 have the fecret Pleafure of having given the firft

Hint of what I ftill think would be beneficial
to the Community of which I am a Member.

P. S. BEFoRE any Gentleman take it in
his Head to turn this into Ridicule, I would

have him propofe fomething himfelf, ‘and re-

flet upon the Praifes that have been beftowed
upon every Perfon who. has taken Care of the
People’s Intereft in this Article, from Joserx

~ down to this Time. o

FINTITS




con
v Y
; . -




