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SINCE the following sheets were given to the Press, the
Author has had the satisfaction of perusing. the BisHOP OF
Duruam’s Circular Letter zo the magistrates of that county,

in whick his Lordship’s reasonings chiefly proceed upon the

assumption of an actusl scarcity. Under this impression, the

remarks contained in it are truly-’valuable, and worthy of the

eminent Prelate’s exalted character for pure patrz‘ot_z'sm? and
enlarged and well-regulated philanthropy—The Author of t/zg’:
Tract has ventured to jiroceed on other grounds, and (as he is
suduced to believe) not without pretty good authority. - His

argumentsy therefore, have naturally taken a different turn.
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To thoge fwhom it map Concern,

Lorestalling, Engrossing, and Regrating.

[4

‘ WHOSOEVER shall buy, or cause to be bought, any
“ victual, or any other thing whatsoever, coming by land or
“ by water toward any market or fair, to be sold in the same,
“ or coming toward any city, £9c. &c. from any parts beyond
“ the sea, to be sold; or make any bargain, contract, or pro-
 maise, for the having or buying the same, or any part t/zereajﬁ

"¢ s0 coming as_aforesaid, before the said victuals, €¢c. shall

“ bein the market, &c. ready to be sold; or shall make any
“ motion by word, letter, message, or otherwise, to any por-
“ son for the enhancing of the price, or dearer selling, af any
““ thing above-mentioned; or else dissuade, move, or stir, any
“ person, coming to the market or fair, to abstain or Jorbear
“ 10 bring or convey any of the things above-rehearsed to any
“ market or fair, &c. &, to be sild, as aforesaid 5 shall be
¢ deemed a forestaller. o

« Whosoever shall engross, or get into his hands, 5y’5uyz'ng,'
& co;ztfacting, or promise-taking, other than by demise, grant,
 or lease of land, or tithe, any corn growing in the fields,

“ or.any other corn or grain, &c. &c. or other dead victuals ,

“ whativever, to the intent to sell the same again, shall be
“ deemed an unlawful engrosser.

«“ And whosoever shall '1}} any means regrate, abiain, or get' -

“ into his hands or possession, in a Sair or market, any corn,
“ &5, &, &5c. or other dead victual whatsecver, that shall
¢ be brought to any. fair or market td be sald, and do sell the
“ same again in any fair or market holden or kept.in the same
“ place, or in any other fair or market within Jour miles
¢ thereof, shall be deemed a vegrater.” o

“ These offences are. punishable, upon indictment at the
3 c‘o)ginioiz law, by fine and imprisonment.’® - Burn,
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A
WORD FOR THE POOR:
OR,

GENERAL THOUGHTS, &. .,

FRIENDS and COUNTRYMEN,

][ HAVE never been able to
tead or reflect upon ‘that sentence in the Book
of Proverbs, —  He that withholdeth corn, the
“ people shall curse him,” — without the most
lively emotions of resentment and indignation:
and, did not expenenoe unhappily convince .us
of the certainty of its existence, it would be dif-
ficult to believe, that a crime of so unfeeling a
nature as that of speculating to the detriment of
all, but with the most oppressive consequencestto
the poor, could ever have obtained a place in the
human breast. '» [

I know not, whether the thoughts I am about to
submit to your consideration would have appeared

precisely at this, or mdeed at any subsequent, pe-

- riod, had not my attention been - accxdentally at-

A3 , ~ tracted,
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[ 6]

tracted, a Sunday or two ago, by the clergyman’s

reading from the desk, as part of the service of

the day, the eleventh chapter of Proverbs : — ¢ Fle

RS that withholdeth corn, ‘the people shall curse

s him.’ ’— Now, such has been the well-kncwn
mclemency of the late season; such the unfavour-
able state of the harvest; such the still more unfa-
vourable dispositions of some of our fellow-sub-

jects, who have it but too much in their. power

(God knows!) to augment the evil; and so great
the prevailing dread of a severc winter, from this
elose combination of untoward circumstances, that
there was hardly, I believe, a single grown up
person in the congreoatron altogether inattentive to
the proverb. On my return home from church,

after .evening serv1ce, and taking wup the Bible, I

mstmctlvely as it were, turned to this eleventh
chapter; and, after carefully revising it, I began
ta reflect on the heinousness of the cnme, Wthh
is here sald to brmg down the curses of the

peoplc upon him, Who 15 SO depraved as to be
guilty of it.

In the first place, I was n'lturallv led to admire
~the very masterly manner in which the royal au-
- thor of this Book of Proverbs prefaces, if I may

SO say this remarkable passage, by aptly con-
trasting the happy effects of a diffusive but pru-

dent hbexahty, with the sad disappointments ever

consequent on the paltry swmcrs of an avarluous |
temper. ¢ There is,” says the wise ‘monarch,

S that smttereth ‘and y yet, m(,r\,aseth, and there is

"6 that

171

¥ that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tend-

« cth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be made
¢ fat; and he that watereth shall be watered also
< himself.” From which T am led to conclude,
that the illiberal soul shall not be made fat, —
My leanness! my léanness! shail he exc]arm, woe
anto-me ! — and he that watereth nof shall not be
watered himself, —< he shall inhabit the parched
« placee,” he shall be Londemned to all the tor-

ments of unallayed thirst.

And what better, T would. ask, does that man

deserve, who, amidst real plenty, creates artifi-
cial dearth; or, where scarcity already prevails,
makes of little — less; and who, from the rniser]y
'Wret(:hedhess of his narrow soul, cannot persuade
himself to compassmnate, or, with the means
amply at his command, to relieve, ‘the - hunxrer,
and thirst, and indigence, of a helpless suffering
fellow-creature! To remonstrate with a wretch
like this; in the hope of being able to move him
to acts of ‘tenderness and beneficence, is to argue
with the deaf and sullen winds; it is, as if the
husbandman should set himself to bestow tillage

on the barren flinty rock, in foolish expectation

of a plentiful produce. Such a one will coolly
tell you, that, what is properly Ais, is properly at

his own disposal; that it is surely lawful for him.

to do, or refuse to do, what he will with his own.
And, indeed, whilst we observe him reasonmg

and acting after such a manner, averse. to minister
to the necessities of others, and at the same time -

A 4 | starving

)
ST

B e P

2

e R T
e,

e

L,

e

e
B v

R AR TRt

A

SR TR

IR

e

e

ST

e

b S e Bt e



T

[ 81

starving his own flesh also, our resentment it must
be confessed, is ready in some “degree to glve
place to pity and commiseration. _
‘But this is not precisely the man under consi-
deration. The character we are contemplatm

‘so far from denying himself a moderate share of

the good things in his possession, though he refuse

every thing to another, may yet be even profuse

and extravagant in his own personal gratifications.
Nor does the humane and enlightened monarch,
in the pursuit of his object, rest here. He glances
at a kind of selfishness and injustice, which they
who are inclined to think more favourably of for-
mer times than of the present, might otherwise
have supposed never antecedently to. have eX-
isted. -

There were, it appea1s from the Wntmgs of So-
lomon, amidst a]l the vast riches and abundance

- of his prosperous reign, men, even in those days,

who, with more than brutal savageness, preyed on

their fellow-men ; ~who, in other words, but pre-
c1sely to the same purport, indulged their vora- .

cious appetites, whether of sensuahty or covetous-
ness, of grain or gain, without any regard to the
wants and sufferings of their poor nemhbours, in

the strong language of the royal Psalmist, eatmcr ‘\

“ up God’s people’ as it were bread.” In Solo~
mon’s days, it should seém, there were OVergrown
farmers (for instance) leady, we may suppose, to
take advantafte of an unfavourable season, and to
consplre together for the dlabohcal purpose of ‘cre-

x o ating

[ 9]
ating a factitious dearth, by shutting up in-their
barns the plOdUCG of the fruits of their grounds,
and Wlthholdmcr it from the public market, till the

appearance and dread of scarcity should have aug-
mented its- value, and enhdnced its price. And

there may also have been, in the days of Solomon,

greedy corn-factors, of dmposmons cqually cruel
and unfeeling ; and an imposing crew of forestal-
lers, engrossers, and regraters; — those middle 1 men,
whose interferences, like. the cruel mercies of the

- wicked, magnify the evils which they ought to

remedy, or lessen; who, in their eager pursuit of
gain, realize in all thelr conduct the fabled insa-
tiableness of ravenous harpies.— Yes, these and
such like detestable characters were found, for aught
that appears to the contrary, in Solomon’s days

all linked and leagued together for the most cri-
minal purposes, beatmg God’s people to pieces,
and grinding, without shame or compunction, the
faces of the poor. Beings of this class, when and
wheresoever they have existed, or continue to ex-

ist, have been, are, and ever will be, reprobated |

among men; their persons shall be for ever held

in contempt, and their memory delivered down ‘to

the remotest periods with disgust and detestation,
We will not stop here to inquire how far, in in-

stances where this offence prevails in a Christian -

country, a Christian (of whatever denomination)

is justified in venting curses against any one who
may have- 1nJured or oppressed him. Indeed our.

Lord has told us, (and may our conduct always be
| in
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in obedience to his precepts and "'comm‘z%hds,)
that, however indulgent the Jewish law might be

. on-this head, his disciples were peremptorily re<

strained from all expressions of rage and rancorous

resentment : ¢ Bless them which curse you, and -

¢ pray for them that despitefully use you and per-
¢ sccute you: bless, and curse not:’—These are

the benevolent injunctions ; this is the rule, under

every provocation, in all instances of real or sup-

posed injury, by which we are directed to walk.’

But, with «due deference to the rule, we 1\nay".:re'-
mark, that it would, perhaps, be extremely dlﬁie
cult to state a case, where the inducement to

it 1 ; | rsuasive than
~transgress it is more powerful and persuz

in the one immediately under Vconsideration:f—f
s« He that withholdeth corn, the peop}e' shall
¢ curse him.” On the other hand, continues thg‘
wise monarch, Z Blessing shall be upon the head
« of him that selleth it.” In this, at least, every
humane and liberal-minded man, from the prince
‘;on the throne to the lowliest peasant in }.ﬁs.cottage 3
every man, who 1§ capable of distinguishing good

{rom evil, what is honest and of good report from

that which is base and scandalous, gladly acquiesces.
Though endued with but a moderate shal‘g ,Of pe-
netration, without being . remarkable for.any. very
elevated attainments in benevolence and virtue,
he readily discerns the beauty of such a Qon‘duct,
and is more or less enamoured of it, if .on no better
grounds, solely as it stands contrasted with the mean-

ness and mercilessness of an opposite behaviour. o
‘ ’ £< e

{13
% He that withholdeth corn, the people shall

 curse him.” — Might I have my wish, these

words should be unceasingly sounded in the ears
of those, who are either guilty of the crime ally-
ded to, or who even hesitate in their determina-
tion between duty and selfishness. Never have I

read or reflected on this memorable sentence, I re~ -
peat it, without experiencing the most lively, and

at the same time involuntary, emotions of rage
and resentment towards the obdurate wretch, who,

having no knowledge,* can look for emolument, or

hope for substantial and permanent gratification,
in the possession of that, which he is conscious of

having cruelly wrested from the poor, and which

he knows at the same time to be absolutely want-
ing to the natural, tu:npa;mpered_, but importunate,
demands of appetite:  Who, in the case before
us, can applaud and felicitate himself on his poli-
cy and foresight, in having filled his barns with
plenty; disregarding the claims and accommoda-
tion of the people, with a view to future profit; and
thus, in a hardened 'cons-piracy with others, causing
an artificial scarcity of this great and primary article
of food, to be re-produced only, and ei\(posed to
sale, when, in consequence of its ‘having been
long previously secreted, it shall reach a price,
which, to the labouring classes of the community,’
to the infirm and needy, shall operate as a prohibi-
tion to their becoming purchasers. |

* <¢ Have they no knowledge, that they are all such workers of
“ mischief; eating §p my people as it were bread 27 —— Psatms.

Were
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Were a man of this description capab'le of .comi
pass1onatmc the miseries he occasions; had he a
soul susceptible of fear for the sad consequences

of inhumanity; (and, by the way, I am strongly

inclined to suspect such a one of being more ea-
sily dete1red from crime, by fears and threatenings,

than xefouned or incited to virtuous actions, by |
promises and hopes ;) did he entertain in his breast

the genuine natural desire of providing for the fu-

. fure respectablhtv and CI‘Cdlt of - those who are to

come after him, I could lay before him, in 11npres-=
sive language, and a lengthened detail, the various

sorrows and sufferings which his inhumanity heaps

~ upon others; those sxtrhs, and tears, and lamenta-
tions, -which, ascending up to heaven in supplica- -
tions for relief, (in so far as they are imputable to"
~ him. as the guilty cause,) may fall down with all

the dreadful effects of execration and. cursing on
his devoted head. I could moreover expose to him
his want of knowledge, by authontatwely msmtmo:
upon the precarious possession, and almost inva-
riable misapplication, of wealth, gotten by Vanlty,

- which_ shall speedily be diminished. I could far-

ther represent to him the infamy which is; for the

most part, entailed on the descendants (even to’

the third and fourth generation) and representatives
of him, who, in his haste to become rich, throws
behind him whatever is most excellent in our com-
‘mon nature, and at once ceases to be innocent and
hdppy I could insist, that neither the blessings
of the people, nor yet (which is. of infinitely greater

moment v

[ 13 ]

moment) the divine blessing, can be eXpeéted to

descend upon the man, who, in the unhallowed '
- attempt to enrich himself at the expense of others,

withholds the necessary means of subsistence from
general circulation, to the still greater impo’velish—
ment of the already poor. And I would close . my
representations, by extolling, on the other hand,

the amiable temper and commendable consider-

ation of him that selleth it; who i 1s content with a
fair and reasonable profit; and rejoices when the
people are enabled, by their industry and labour,
‘to procure, on moderate terms, for thelr sustenance
and support, those fruits of increase, whlch by
God’s blessing, they are so instrumental in pro-
ducmg and preparing for the use of man.

‘Friends and countrymen ; you have, no doubt,

anticipated from the commencement of this address

the particular subject to which I am desirous to
call your attention ; and, God knows! it is a sub-
ject upon which we are but. too sore. We have
not had time to recover from the state of alarm,
nor to forget those serious inconveniences, under

which we so lately laboured from the most dread-
ful of all monophes, the monopoly of bread-corn.

Never was a people more cruelly oppressed by the
wickedness of interested and conspiring individuals
than in the year ninety-five, of unhappy memory.
Never, perhaps, was any people so grossly insulted
by interested, impudent, and lylng representations,
which ascribed to actual want, what was merely
the result of an unprincipled monopoly The fact,

by
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by many clearly ascertained at the time, has since
that period been made sufficiently evident to all.
And this temporary dearth, however great, was

succeeded by, and I may add, in some measure

productive of, a time of plenty and cheapness.

Indeed we' may venture to assert, that, provided

the seasons be not very inclement, and the earth
~unusually unproductive, this must ever be a ge-
nuine effect of an over-strained monopoly; though
I would not be thought to insinuate that the end
,justiﬁes the means; or, that the advantages result-
ing from this circumstance are to be looked -upon
as an adequate compensation for ‘the evils pre-
viously occasioned. But, referring to-the situation
of the country at the crisis above alluded to, such
was the then general state of terror and dismay ;

so prevalent were the dispositions to impatience .

" and turbulence in the breasts of the lower orders
of the community; so observably was the whole
body of the people dissatisfied, whether because
of the irtitation excited by the pressure of actual
sufferings, or the extreme appf‘ehension of still
greater calamities to ensue, that, as you Wcll're-{
member, (and truly, for one, I shall not hastily

farget,) there appeared such a mixture of solicitude .

and despondency on one hand, on the other such
virulent symptoms of disgust, ready to break outinto
open violence, that some of the most collected and
stout-hearted amon gst us had not resolution suﬁiéicm;
to cont‘em?léxf’e the then existing face of things With'

tolerable composure. Happily, however, for us,

and

[ 15 ] | .

and for the cause of humani Tino fax
manity, concurring favours

able circumstances, under the direction of an ajl~

wise Prowdence, tumely intervened, and checked

the ravages of the extortioner; of the unjust and -

‘covetous, ¢ whom God abhorreth.”
Now here some one may perhaps be apt to oo

mark':, that the crime, which I so unrese‘rVedly con
demn, presupposes a former plentiful harvest; and |

f:haitf if I mean to adapt'my reasonings and cop-
du‘sxons\ to the present state of thingz,' I shall be
at'a loss to shew the propriety of the application:
for; the present season, it will be objected, is alike;
know'n' and  acknowledged to be a Se:ason bf
'.S’C(Z?:CJ@/; and that' any inconveniericies -or diffi-
culties, which the people now labour under, are
be a:ttributed* to an inclement summer andJ a Vero
unkindly autumn'; to seasons of imm;derate raix};
and 'Waters, in which the fruits of .the earth have
but imperfectly ripened, and could ,neither readil
or securely be reaped ; and that thefé 1s no. néeci t(}:
res?rt to sinister and adventitious causes for effects
which are plainly natural. All this I am ready to-
allow: I am willing to admit the whole fbrcy f
the‘ objection, so far as it goes; and, did it }neec .
sz;»rfly exclude other considerations, it must rem in
valid and unanswerable, Ido,l indeed, adm}t ﬂ?lr;
’Fhe late seasons have been unfaVouraibIe: and rea
nant with disappointment to the hop,es 'ofp ﬂ?
husb.andman; the harvest, of consequenc; un ‘ro(-3
ductive, and consequently also (had we ,eh‘tilse'ly

depended for a supply on the late damaged and

scanty
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scanty crops) we must, under these circumstances,

" have been grievously disappointed. But let me be
allowed to ask — Were, then, the crops of the pre-
ceding year, and the vast quantity of #mported
grain, already consumed? ‘Had the farmer thresh-
ed out his ricks, and emptied his granaries ? Were
our store-houses — those necessary commercial de- -
pots,. but not unfrequently also the very sinks of
monopolies — were these totally exhausted of the
former year’s almost unprecedented abundance P
And are we, then, I repeat it, left without any other

~ yesource, any other means of Consu1npt10n, than
the 1nJured and inefficient supphes of the present
year’s produce? . ... . Suffering, as we do, undex
the merited displeasure of A1m1ghty God, is there
nothing to impute to man >s misconduct # ~ Have
we nothing to regret from the un-merited effects of
the mischievous destructwe efforts of the unruly
tusts and passions of man? And, though the re~
sult of all operatlons be ultimately referrible to the
Suprbme Being, is not cruel man, in the case before :

us, and in no mconsxdelable degree, the appa1ently

, zmmedzale cause of our. present cxwencxes, and

magnified apprehensions? |

To the inflictions of God’s pumshments on a vo-
luptuous and sinful nation, it behoves us to submit
without mmmurmas or. repmmgs, and we are, or
ourrht to be, duly affected with a deep sense of our
unworthiness, and those manifold transgressions, be-~
cause of which we have greatly inc urred the tokens

- of divine dmplcasurc Amld that profusion of bless-
.+ ings,

:‘17"j

,, j

_ings, which he showers down upon 1118 creatures;
shall man reccive crood at the hand of God; and‘ |

shall he not receive evil ? God is alike 300d and
kind to all: He is still the : same mermful 'md be-
neficent bcmrr thther we trace. the footsteps of
his ommpotcnce in the milder bleosmgs of creation
and providence; or in the arduous paths of his more
mysterious and awful dispensations.
and adore, him we 1eco<rn1zg, as in the still smal]
voice of his bcnlcrn and bounteous communications,
so also in the storm that rends. the mountains, i

the hideous yawnings of the carthqua&e anc’l 1n
the souowful Wastm% of the raging fire. , In thz
brightness of his 111V1001atmo~ and 11pen1ncr sun-
bcqm we behold him. ’W hen on the parched
places, and the thirsty soil, his clouds drop fatness

we laud and magnify his glorious name: and, thoucr};
he smite with the drought, with blasting, and with

mhdew though he  turn a fruitful hnd into bar-

(419

C renness for the vlckedness of them that dwell
] .
therein,” still he is the same almlgnty and pro-

vidential Fatl her, before whom we tremble; whose: -

tender mercies are alwa ys over all his works.  The

wind and storm fulfil his word. By him all thin :
were made, and continue to be upheld ; the evené‘;s
of all things are by his divine direction, or come to
pass in COLI‘CO‘ mity to his will. But, ,at all times
more sensible of his frowns than of his' favours

then most of all do we feel his judgements, When,
by the agency of man, he thinks fit to intercept thf;
natural and hubtn ing course of blesunga 1nt§:nded

Him we bless
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for the. immediate service and happiness of man.
And it is an alarming circumstance to reflect upon,
but the frequency of its occurrencg’too o.fﬁen .pfe;
vents reflection, that man should by hlS‘ ;:rlxréi ;
subject himself to a curse,_that, as the pur}hs‘n:. ot
of his disobedience, constitutes him ’fhe willing 1
strument of divine chastisements on his f_ellow-mz;x},
at the very instant that it dreadfu.lly operates tc;o :
own perpetud shameand everlastmg. cor{dlep;na 1 S(;
Here I again repeat the WO‘I‘dS 911( ‘Wth 1h‘ am.th‘/ |
anxious to occupy your attenthn. ¢ < He t a'c”vyl()f
« holdeth corn, the people shall curse him. )
all monopolies (disgrag‘eful as a°ll are) this monlc?p.o y
of the bread of life—'the subsistence of the 1vgntg
— is-most iniquitous, -and expo_se-d tf) thg 1 -
terest execrations. And I mu"st '.adduce it ash ?t pl(el:
vailing opinion, in which I c.ommde, (notv(\;lt. $ zcxr;nm
| ing all that has been previously accede n:1 on-
sideration of a scantyharvest,)thfit, to ’ghe sca.n ’fl (])Ld.
complots and insatiate specplat{ons of unprnémtptzy
men, much of the evil, of which we ‘have u
much cause to complain, is justly Chargeabl.e. -
In the most plentiful scasons, so fzu: as his int ui
ence extends, (and, by means of conspiracy, thedex}
becomes of great extent and magnitude, ax?' fS
most destructive in operation,) the monopohi]t flis
an accessary in producing the sad §1?ects 0}f (;;
ciency: in less favourable and p;‘ol‘ntlogs Staii;:
proclaiming ‘a dearth where th¢re is' no dear 1
where the evil exists butina moder'ated degree:— 1e
exaggerates and augments a'c‘;ual distress. Labo;;

~which yo

1]

ing under the dire effects of such a conduct, how
difficult will it be found, even for a Christian peo-
ple, to refrain from invoking curses on the co-

vetous and unfeeling wretch, whom they perceive

(with self only in view) filling his coffers and in-

creasing his substance, by grasping the hard-earned
mite, and appropriating the scanty pittance, of the
poor. R
f‘ Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out
"< the corn,” was the humane and considerate pro-
hibition of the Mosaic law, with a view of securing
to the harmless, useful, and plodding brute,; where~
with to satisfy the cravings of hunger, and recruit
exhausted strength.  Under the Christian code,
shall less favour and consideration be shewn to man.
himself, in the person of him who wasteth himself
over -the fire, fashionin g on the anvil the plowshare
with his hammer? — Of the careful and industrious
husbandman »~—Of the temperate and t()iling la-
bourer, who bindeth the heifer in the furrow ; wha
with a faithful and attentive hand déposits-the seed,
secures it with the harrow, and in due time reaps
the golden harvest? To what peculiarly flagrant
and unmanly deeds of turpit

ude does covetousness,
this idolatrous temper of mind, this ungodly thirst

of gain — of filthy, filthy lucre, impel men! = And
how terrible are the divine d'enunciati‘on“s on all the.
groveling worshippers of Mammon!-—What saith
the Scripture?  « Go to now, ye rich” and cos
veteous ““ men, weep and howl for the miseries”
u have inflicted upon others, and « which ;

B2 |  shall
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‘ i riches dare -corrupt~
~shall come upon you. Yout N Ylm,
¢ ed, and your garments are moth-eaten. o

3 8 !
¢« gold and silver are cankered; and the rust of
them shall be a witness against you, and shall

<

Y

. 3 Fre 4PN d
« cat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heape

¢ treasure together,” ye have collected abundant
matter of terror and torment, ¢ for the last days.
¢« Behold the hire of the labourer, who hath reap-
¢« ed down youi‘ fields, which is of you -kept ba'ck
« by fraud, crieth; and the cries of them VVthh.
¢ have reaped are enteréd into the ears of the .Ford
« of Sabaoth.” — But, if innocent of the guilt Qf
this chafge, and therefore ready -to. COIl"CCD?plEltC
themselves with complacency, what is the crime of
those with whom we more immedlately have to do?
How inveterate is its malignancy? What han they
“to plead in mitigation of punishment, w}}o,. Wh.eg
by dint of toil,-and the efforts of unrenutting ‘m-'
dustry, the laborious peasant sh/all .havc secux’e)l?r
lodged' in their spacious ba}‘ns, or copious gra_nar'lcs;
the produce'of a VV@H—‘_CUHIV&'&Gd gra;te.ful sloxl, m;ct
cheerfully returned to his fc_)rmef‘task }n;t.he leng'.[. '1-
ened furrow, shall raise the price Qt this mateutll
article of his frugal repast beyond the power of his
now scanty, but hitherto competent, wages to pro-
cure ? | | |
But does the crime, of which I profess.to com-
plain, exist in reality?  Or, have. I not .conjurecll -UE
a ghastly spectre, a mere chimenc-z?l e\i;l, on whic
to.exercise the powers of my imagination ?

But,
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But, allowing that a scarcity does unquestion-
ably exist, do I not scem inclined to attribute it to
another, not to the true, cause? Are not the cala:

‘mities, with which we are menaced, properly (if not

solely) attributable to the inclemency of the skies,

~and necessarily consequent on thin and impoverish-
ed crops? If so, countrymen, how is it, let me ask
—whilst the markets are so very poorly supplied —

that }four ricks are undisturbed, and your barns and -

store-rooms teeming with grain?  Andis it not
on good grounds suspected by numbers, is it not
well understood - by not «. few, that an' incaALcy-
LABLE wAsTE¥® of this necessary article of food

* It willall along have been observed, that I presume upon the
idea that there is not at present any actual déﬁciency. "This, 'then,
1s the object to which we would implore the attention of the Legis-
latare.  Without the interposition and co-operation of the Legisla-

ture, it is not perhaps in the sole power of the community, by any -

sumptuary or economical regulations on the part of the rich, or by
the substitution of other kinds of food for the support and nourish-
ment of the poor, altogether to remove the e/,v'ﬂ. Hea'ped together
in immense quantities in his warehouses, and there confined till the
grain re-vegetate, or be put in motion by the weevil, the loss of one
half of it (obliggd to be thrown to the dunghill, 'or cast into the
neighbouring strcam) is no loss to the monopolist, who looks for
his advanvtage in selling the remainder at an exorbijtant prfc;e;
considerably greater, perhaps, than the sum which the whele would
have fetched had the market been fairly and honestly supplied.
Either there is some general misapprehension gone abroad on
this subject, or the evil prevails to a very alarming degree. . Sarely
it is in the power of our rulers to institute an inquiry. - A little
investigation would go a great way to obtain the requisite intellia
gence ; and, the fact once ascertained, cne would hope that the
wisdom of parliament might be subsequently induced to search out
a remedy,

B3 T
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" is (with the scandalous design of still more en-
hancing the price) daily occasmned by the sullen
and unrelenting hoardings of extensive monopolies?
The fact I, for one, believe to be authentic; the
crime is assuredly rife. And if you are not to look
up to your superiors for the remedy, may it origi-
nate, friends and countrymen, (I address the more
prosperous, humane, and considerate among you,)

in yourselves — in your virtues of kindness and

charity ; and be carried into effect by your patriotic
exertions. And I will take leave to remind you in
~this place of a political axiom, the salutary ten-
dency of which has never been more fully investi-
gated, or clearly seen, than of late years in this
prosperous isle ;— ¢ When bad men conspire, good
“ men must combine.” It is morally incumbent
upon them 7o, do so now, that they may be the bet-
ter enabled to thwart the purposes, or repair the

ravages, of worthless and designing men. And, in
- order the more effectually to obviate the inconve-
niencies to which they are exposed, the welfare
of society at large, but, most of all, the cause and
interests of. the poorer classes of the community,
(which, perhaps, even in this great, free, and wealthy
nation, form the bulk of your fellow-subjects,)
imperiously demand your zealous, ready, and steady
co-operation in this work of considerate charity
and brotherly love. Let the purse of the affluent
man, then, be open to relieve; let the prudence of
the circurnspect also be at hand to administer to
- the wants and exigencies of his poor brother.

Let
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Let him, whose barns are filled with plenty; let
the man Whose storchouses are loaded with Sllper—
fluity, instantly be prevailed upon (fo give is not
absolutely required) so Zo sell, that the poor may be
enabled to purchase. On these easy terms shall
hc secure to himself a blessing.— He that hath

“ pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lord, and
“ look, whatsoever he layeth out, it shall be paid
“ him again. " But, from the words under con-

81derat10n, that he may obtain a blessing, it is not-

even expected of a man to advance-a loan, thou(rh

- with full interest, and upon the most unquestion-

able security ; much less is there any obligation to
a forced, any expectation of a voluntary and gra-

tuitous, distribution. No; all that is required is, a

seasonable exchange of the article in question for
a fair and eqmtable compensation. That we may

the more readily be induced to comply with the

dictates of humanity, our dearest interests and our
finest feelings are concerned in the decision. We.
are called upon to decide by all our hopes and fears
of future ‘happiness and misery. Life and death,
cursing and blessing, are set before us. Shall we
not, then, choose life, that both we and our ’sercd
may live ? — < He that withholdeth corn, the peo-

¢ ple shall curse him; but blessing shall be on the
““ head of him that sel]eth it.”

And here, under the strong impression which thls
remarkable passage cannot surely but leave on the
minds of my countrymen, I might perhaps safely
dismiss the subject to make way for itself, If,

B 4 however,
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however, in conjunction with other powerful consi-
derations, it should unhappily fail to reform, and bring
back to a sense of duty the plunging speculator,
the deQioning monopolist, the factor, forestaller,
engrosser, regrater, and the rest (of whatever deno-
mmatl_on) of this selfish, usurious tribe, it may,
notwithstanding, I would gladly hope, deter others,
who are yet innocent, from adopting such sinister
and disreputable methods, either of obtaining a
livelihood, or amassing unjust gain. And, on the
other hand, I would farther presume to hope, that

it may. operate as an incentive to the chanhbly'

disposed to occupy themselves, without delay, in
substantial acts of kindness and liberality towards
such as stand in need, and to heal as much as
p0831ble thc wounds mﬂlcted by cruel and avarici-
ous men.

It should seem, that the laws of the land, Wthh :

are admirably f1amed for the punishment of crimes,
and the reform of abuses in general, are inade-
quate to the suppression of monopolies, cither in
the way of prevention or punishment.®* If this ob-

servation do not properly apply to the offences of

* Confident as we are in the discretion, vigilance, and energy
“of his majesty’s councils, there must exist some hidden, but wise
and ‘weighty reasons, which deter them from interposing their
saving authority between the monopohst and the people. Else, a

practice so very flagrant, so unjust in m1nc1ple, and 50 cruelly op-

pressive in its consequences, would not be permitted to continue
w1th 1mpun1tV°

Jorestalling,
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Sforestalling, engrossing, and regrating ; if the laws
be competent to the correction and remedy of these
and similar misdemeanors, when carried into exe-
cution, they notwithstanding remain, as it were, a
dead letter, from a principle of false delicacy idly
indulged, and a prevailing reprehensible aversion
in the breasts of the people at large to lodge the
requlc;ltc informations. And it is moreover sincere-
ly to be regretted, that in particular cases of equity,
where the penal law fails to attach, to punish, or to

enforce a satisfactory indemnification for i lIlJ ury sus—

tained, the only means in the hands of society for
the chastisement of the aggressor, is either not at all,

or but partially and very feebly, cmployed Would
to God it were more practlcable in instances of pre-

meditated fraud and hardened villainy, where crime

is permitted to elude justice, for the good and
virtuous, those who have any weight or influence in
their respective neighbourhoods, promptly and una-

‘nimously to separate themselves from these wicked

doers, and thus consign them to shame (if they be
capable of it) and the most marked and merited
contempt. ~ Vice would then experience somethmg
like mortification : it ‘would lose somewhat of that
ascendency which it at present, to the great scan-

dal of religion and morahty, derives and mam—

't'uns from countenance and example : — the weak
- would thenceforth, in some measure, be preserved

from oppression ; the unsuspecting and credulous

from impositiori ; much of its great and growing
cr cdit would be taken ﬁom it, its ‘fvranny opposed,

and
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and its present power of doing mischief circum-
scribed within narrower limits. Thus effectually
restrained from associating with those, whose credit.
and reputation in life he is at all times expert at
availing himself of, and appropriating, the delin-

quent would have an opportunity afforded him

for reflection. "And it would then remain with
himself, on contrition and reformation, either to be
re-admitted into the society of the good, which he
had previously offended by his vices, or: otherwise
condemned to herd for ever with the partakers of
his crimes, and his partners in unreclaimable wick- :
edness. ’ , N
So long as virtue possesses any sway over the
minds of men, such a regulation, I am convinced,
could not but be attended with satisfaction, and

~‘productive of the most beneficial conscquences.

By this means encouragement would be held out
to the timid and unassuming, virtue would be
brought into repute, and recover its long-lost rights
and privileges; whilst infamy and disgrace would be
the portion of the wicked; for, I know of no law,
human or divine, which forbids us to discounte-
nance and repel those, whom we vainly strive to
conciliate and reform. The Gospel, I think, war-
rants the proceeding ; and, if so, we may pronounce
it, not merely reconcilable to, but exactly conform-
able with, the most pure, perfect, and comprehen-
sive system of morals ever delivered for the di-
rection and h'appiness of mankind. Civil institutions
and the welfare of social life seem to demandit. And
‘ ' I presume |

D
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I presume farther to assert, and without fear of
contradiction, that, whatever be his political creed
or religious opinions, amongst the worst of patriots
as of men, is he, who deliberately defrauds, or
wantonly oppresses another ; and who, with a
pointed reference to the subject under considera-
tion, ‘endeavours to make, or dares to pronounce
scarceness, where a good God has graciously been
pleased to bestow plenty. Or if, under a change

- of circumstances, he exculpate himself from this

charge, yet neither will his character for humanity
rise very high in the general estimation, if it be

conceded, ‘that he only employs himself in aggra-

vating those calamities, which the same good Pro-
vidence may at any time think fit to inflict upon his
sinful creatures. "Whatever may be the nature or
menner of the divine dispensations, (always gracious,
even though occasionally, and when apparently
most severe,) God wills that man (to the utmost of
his ability) be ever kind and charitable to man.
And, being therefore -fully persuaded that mutual
benevolence and friendly offices are strictly enjoin-
ed by the immutable decrees of Providence, every
ungenerous -propensity in word or deed, all force
and fraud, robberies, and every exorbitant exaction
or demand, (whatever fair and specious appear-

ances these vices may respectively assume before

men,) are solemnly denounced as being contrary to
the revealed will of God; they unavoidably fall
under the curse of the law, and, under the heaviest

' ‘ pains
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pains and penalties, are alike expressly condemned
and prohibited.

The charitable and humane are acunted by the
most amiable motives. They are ready instruments

in the hand of God to erecute his will and dispense

of his munificence. Towards the poor members
of Christ’s body, they exemplify afresh God’s former
goodness to his people of old 5 and, by care, circum-
Spection, and liberality, so provide, by God’s bless-

for their necessities, that even in the time of

dearth they shall have enough.*

If we admit the difliculties of the present time,
and are inclined to attend to the magnified appre-
hensions of the approaching winter; and if it be
inquired how your endeavours, friends and country-
men, in thé cause of humanity, are most effica-
ciously to be directed, in order to afford the most
seasonable and cssential succour to the poor and
needy, I presume to recommend an immediate

~recurrence to, and a speedy and vigorous re-adop-
tion of, such prudential systems and remedies as
the Inconveniences arising out of former deficiency
- suggested, and experience at the period alluded to
approved. The distress of the people is to be alle-

* This is more particularly true of those, who, in addition to
*'their largesses to the poor, em"o:cc a prudent, parsimonicus use of
~wheat-flour in their families. Bread s the poor man’s support:
fire bread is his greatest luxury. Let the rich and the great, then,
- who have varicus resources, aprofusion of dainty viands for the sus-
tentaiion and enjoyment of life, yield — where there is not enough
for alle~q moicty of their portion of finé bread to the poor.

viated
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viated by gratuitous distributions ;— by liberal com-

binations with a view to counteract the destructive

‘tendency of monopolies; — by selling, (if you have.

not wherewithal to give,) subject to fair, open,
and ecquitable conditions, without basely indul-
ging in the unconscionable demands, or listening to
the unfeeling suggestions and remonstrances, of

extortion ; or, in the last place, (I now address my-
self to the most rigidly penurious,-to those who are

ex:qmmtely nice in their discernment of loss and
gain; who, in matters of expenditure, cannot pre-
vail on themselves to listen to any prop031t10ns,
save such as come strongly recommended under
the garb of economy,) by embracing every favour-
able opportunity of employing certain considerable
sums, to be raised by subscription, in the purshase
of necessaries (such as bread-corn, rice, and pota-

toes*) for the use of the poor; to be stored, and set -

* Potatoes, I know, are said to be a failing crop. But, unless
the monopolist cruelly interferes ‘here also, we may hope for a to-
lerable supply in the market, on reasonable terms, because of the
greatly-increased cultivation of late years of this excellent root.

The distribution of cheap soups has been strongly recommended,
and the recommendation partially attended to; but I am sorry to
observe, that the poor have zheir prejudices with the rest of their
fellow-citizens, who are not equally exposed to be so materially in-

commoded by them. ' In some cases, they are much more dainty
than wise ; and I take this opportunity of ‘mkm@ the observation,
having, on former occasions, wm,xrl'nd thelr aversion to av 'ul them-

selves of this mode of relief. ) » ,
There are some valuable directions for prnparing these soupss

and other cheap "nd nourishing diet, in the judicious and entertain-

ing rollcctlov of « RC’]JU;I?O?}' Lracts?

apart;
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apart, and seasonably retailed to them, (whatever
advancement the article in question may subse-

quently experience in the public market,) at the"

puces and on the same easy and advantageous
terms, on which 1 will suppose the purchase to
- have been originally made. But far be it from me
to countenance that over-solicitude for the posses-
sion of the paltry goods of this life, that worldly-
mindedness which blinds men to their best interests : ;
which renders them indifferent to the possession of

the true riches, and never more cordially dlSpOSCd to..

serve God and their neighbour, than when their
services shall cost them nothing. In the hope that
the humane methods, which were so lately adopted

for the relief of the poor under distress similar to -

what now actually does, or may be apprehended
hereafter to exist, have not escaped the recollection
of my benevolent fellow-citizens, I deem more mi-
nute suggestions on this head, in this address, in-
applicable or superfluous. .
It has been observed, quaintly indeed and no
less foolishly, (and when I survey the quarter
whence it is derived, and scan the circumstances
under which the ob?ervation is made, 7 comes in
such a questionable shape I cannot but suspect the
wish lo have been father to the thought,) that Gene-
ral Famine would do more to make us give place
'to the great and wicked Republic, with which we
are at war; contending, and I trust resolute to
contend, if need be, for all that is necar and dear
to Britons-———- it has, I say, been quaintly, foolishly,
and, let me add, insidiously observed, that General
‘ Famine
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Famine would do more to make us give place to
the frreatly wicked Repubhc, than all the boasted
exploits and united malevolent efforts of her revo-
lutionary, vain-glorious, false, and faithless generals.
Now this idea ungenerously presupposes the inability
or indisposition of the people to sustain a temporary
pressure, without incontinently secking for redress
in a'change of government. And, it may be, the

idea is roundly thrown out, and industriously cir-

culated, as a bait to deceive— a hook to catch — a
well-meaning but too credulous populace, and to
drag them to their ruin. But the opportunity, I
persuade myself, is gone by. The populace of this
country, af this day, are neither ignorant of their
duty, nor insensible to the various and inestimable
blessings they enjoy as British subjects.

~ As a true lover of my country, and a friend of
the poor, my strenuous cfforts, in my narrow
sphere, and to the best of my slender judgement,
shall always be exerted to remove, by all tem-

perate measures, any reasonable cause of complaint

from the breasts of my fellow-citizens. But to the

people, whom, Isu spect,numbers (under plausible but

undefinable pretences) are ever on the watch to en-
snare or mislead, I will observe by the way, and
must take the liberty, in few words, to remind them

(smoothly at the same time, but frankly and honest-

ly) of TrUTHS of which dley ouﬁbtx 1ever to think
slightly, or lose sight of ; and these are, that * The
“ law of the land is the poor man’s best friend and

“ greatest security i’ — And that < Whoever would

¢ prevail upon him to believe the contrary, or think
s oz‘/’wr;if’z':;‘g
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¢ otherwise, and act in opposition to it, means every

 thing but his advantage, welfare, and /m])pzzzcsa
Britons know how to contend in arms for their laws,
their country,and their king. Should they be ex posed
to certain peculiar l]dldbhlp% from which none are
totally exempt, and such as the cxercise of patience
alone can overcome, I will not be persU'lded but that,
m their civil capacity, their piety, patriotism, and
Joyalty, will conspicuously shine forth, and direct
and encourage them magnanimously o endure.

- Fri‘endskand countrymen; if, n my cagerness to
spca/é a word in due season, I have spoken inaccu-
rately or unadvisedly, I do not hesitate to throw

myself upon the candour of that public, which is

ever ready and willing favourably to receive ‘what
s candidly offered. It is in the exercise of the
good sense, discernment, and benevolence, of the
British public, that I reckon upon the attainment
of the object, which I have sb‘ely in view in this.

address, namely— ¢ The comfort of the poor.” And.
with that cordial regard which 1 entertain for «/l,

and for the ])o]m-lace, as constituting so great a part
of my fellow-subjects, I take my leave in the ad-
monitory words of one of the primitive propagators
of the Faith, which we believe, and confess, and to
which, I trust, we shall all for ever closely adhere;
¢ Behold the husbandman waiteth for the precious
“ fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it:
“ BE YE ALSO PATIENT -
“H ARTS

{.STABLISH YOUR

Tam, &c. &c.
A TruR Loer OF MY COU\TTRY

Nov. 16, - POST-
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POSTSCRIPT,

THE following observations are extracted from a weekly
publication ; and, because of their similarity to the substance
of a remark towards the close of his pamphlet, the Author
here takes the liberty to lay them before his Readers.—
¢« There is every reason to hope,” says a writer in the
VorunTeER Paper of the 24th November, ¢ that the
¢ ajhear-produce of our own island, with the foreign im-
« portations already secured, will, if carefully managed,
s« prove sufficient for our necessary consumption. It is
« painful to see the#exertions daily made to excite in the
¢¢ public mind the dangerous horrors of a national famine.
« Compounded as such statements evidently are with sa
¢ large a portlon of political leaven, the object of this despe-
s rate speculation must fail with the dlscernmg, but the
« great body of the people, on whom the terror is calcu-
“ lated to act, are susceptible of different impressions,
¢ The writers who so sedulously incite to this national de-
& spondency, are aware, that the anarchy, which devastated
¢ g llClgthIll ing kingdom, originated in a fcarcity of bread-
¢ corn, artificially created by the monster EGALITE’; and,
¢ therefore, they are not without hope, that something like
¢ the same calamitous events may be produced here, by a
¢ well-wrought expectation of similar distress ! If such
indeed be the hope of the disaffe&ed, God forbid that it
should be realized | Happily for our feelingé, we entertain

o

little apprehension on this head. =Nay, we do, on the con<
trary, ﬁrmly trust, that these 1ncend1anes will be egregiously
disappointed; and we cannot forbear calling to their re-
membrance, on this occasion, another very interesting pro--
verb, highly deservmg of their especial notzces and regards ;

—¢¢ Judgements'are prepared for scorners ; and stripes for
¢ the backs of fools.”

THE END.
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