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SOME

IMrorRTANT FRrRAUDS

Committed in

s HOUG H ch6 Reveﬁﬁe'of{thc,(?ré;m;;,

- which arifes from the Cuftoms and Ex~
cife, is of a very extenfive, complex, and -

intricate Nature, capable of great Improvement,-as
well as liable to variety of Abufes and Frauds; and

a wife Adminiftration of it is as important a Ser=
vice as can be done to the Government and Na~

tion, and is accordingly bountifully provided for

by his Majefty ; yet it is remarkable, that the
‘Gentlemen appointed to fuperintend and conduct
this Truft are, in general, as little acquainted
with the feveral' Branches of Trade and home
Manufactures, of which it is compofed, ‘with the

- Duties arifing therefrom, and the Laws and Re-~
gulations to which it is fubjet, as they evidently -

are with ‘any proper Scheme either for improving

it, or dete(ting the Frauds fo univerfally com~

mited in it. This in a great Degree muft ac-
count for the little Increafe of the Revenue, in

~ proportion to the growing and extenfive Trade -
-of the Nation, and for the frequent difadvanta- -

gcous Law-{uits the_CerQ has been involved in
for the Inefficacy and Mifcatriage of its beft coni-

certed Meafures, and the ruinous Expences the -

B  Subject
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‘, Siibjé& ‘is put' t0, in"’deferidiqg, h‘imfelf 'againﬁ;

the illegal Suits, Chicanery, an

+duét of many Officers. It has been looked on as .
(ufficient for the Execution of that high Truft, if

but one of the Sever Gentlemen; who are in the
Commiffion, underftands the Branch of Excife.
This is deemed a general ! ualification for all

 the other Parts; the Jabouring Oar is laid there- .
 fore on that Gentleman, and he is made the act-
_ ing Perfon for the whole. This was_ the Cafe of

the late Mr. Harrifon and is at prefent of Mr.

~ Grey. The Inftitution of five Surveyor Generals

under them, was a moft ufeful Regulation and
Defign ; but to be qualified for that Service, it is
neceffary, that they be Men of as great Alertnefs,
Experience, and Sagacity, in every Branch of the

Reveriue, as of Probity in the Execution of it: -~

" ‘And this will fully appear in the fhort Narrative
of fome late Tranfactions, which I fhall now pro-
~ceed to lay open. L ' ’

" The Detection made of great Frauds lately

committed in the Revenue-at Wexford has, 1 be-
lieve, been .the Subjett of much Talk and Spe-

~ culation throughout the Kingdom; though how

¢ was cffected, and the Succefs and Propriety of

" ¢he Scheme projected for the univerfal Detettion

and Prevention of Frauds in the Revenue of Ire-
Jand, laid before the Commiflioners, have been

. but little known or underftood. - As 1 am there-"
fore perfetly acquainted with that whole Affair,

. (which feems. to me to be of Importance enough
to deferve the Attention of the Public) I fhall be

-+ exa® in the ‘material Circumitances thereof; and

as concife as I can, with the -utmoft Regard to
Truth through the whole Relation.

~ +..The principal Author of that Difcovery was an
- Hearth-Collector; who for many Years bad been

convers

d arbitrary Con-

o [31]1
: cogverfant in Revenue Affairs, and made it his
chief Care all along to inform: himfelf particu=
larly of the Nature of ‘the Wexford Trade. 'This
general Knowledge, and the conftant Comiplaints
of the fair Traders of the City of Dublin, declar-
ing themfelves unable to carry on Bufinefs, with
Advantage, in the ufual Channels; the large

Quantities of Wine, Spirits, and other Goods

fent thither Coaftways and by Land Permit from

Ports in feveral Parts of the Kingdom, when it

Was.eVident, that thofe Goods could not be land-
ed in the Out-ports, and thence rethipped for

Dublin, or fent there by Land Carriage (which -
,would amount to fix or eight per Cent. of the Va-

lue) and be fold cheaper than-Goods direétly im-
ported thither. from foreign Markets ; and that
the Perfons concerned in this Trade fhould grow

rich, .and extend their Commerce every Year,

were plain and rational Grounds of - Prefumption
to him, that thofe Goods could not have paid
the Duties, and confequently that an illicit Trade

- was carrying on through the Nation. Under thefe

Convi&i(.)ns,f ftrengthened by Informations, which
he had 'mdu{’criouﬂy, and not without Expence,
procured, whereby he difcovered the artful Me-

thods practifed for difpofing of thefe Goods, he '/

applied himfelf towards finding out fome fures

ealy, expeditious, and general Method- for de-~

‘tecting thefe Frauds, and providing a ‘Remedy

adequate to fo mifchievous and {preading an Evil
The Nature of the Scheme which he formed;

~-and which appears to have been very: well calcu-
lated for anfwering thefe- Purpofes, will eafily be

obferved and collected by the Reader as he goes

- on, Having firft tran{cribed from the Regiftry -
of the Cuftom-Houfe of Wexford an exact Lift
of the feveral Permits and their Contents fgfaintéd-' "

R
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© there’ foraT welvéemonth before; and haﬁing R

prepared circular Letters to be fent at one and the

fame time to the Colleftors and. proper Offi-
gers of the -feveral Out-ports and Inland Parts

of the Kingdom ; requiring them in like Manner
to colle@ and tranfmit, by the Return of the Pott, - .

Copies of all Permits made and received by them.

within that Term (limiting the Articles to Wine
and foreign Spirits) the Hearth-Collector, on the

firft of Auguft 1743, went to Dublin, and waited -

on the acting Commiffioner, Mr. Grey, and hav-

_jng opened to him his Defign, he prayed that

the Board would be pleafed, with the Difpatch

and Secrecy that was neceffary, to take into Con-~

Gderation a Scheme which he had planned for the
Detetion and Prevention of Frauds in the Re-

venue, and which he was ready to lay before them'
~ for their Approbation.

The Commiffioners re-
ferred it to Mr. Burleigh and Mr. Lill, for their
“Opinion, who were appointed to, examine into the'
Matter, and report thereon, which they d@ in
favour of the Scheme, without any Alterations
and Mr. Grey thereon undertook for the faithful
“Execution of it; on which the feveral circular
T ctters mentioned to have been made out by. the
Hearth Coﬂ_eéfor, were delivered up to Mr. Grey
to . be forwarded accordingly. |

" OF thefe Letters, one was for 7 exférd., requir-

ing the Collettor and Surveyors,. with the other

" Officers on Receipt thereof, diligently to rum-

mage all the Store-honfes and Out-houfes on the
River Side in the Town, and to make_ Seizure of
fuch Goods, as fhould be found ‘in excefs of
StOCka &, o

- Other Letters to the Colle@tors and Surveyorsof .

the Counties of Kilkenny, Carlow, Wicklow, and

Naas (which Places were in Trade with Wexford) -

required

aCaN
oo

vequired them on the Receipt thereof; 'to examine
and compare all' the Permits fent from Wexford .

to their .refpedtive” Diftricts for & Twelvemonth
before, with the Lift inferted at the Bottom of

each ' Letter (which contained all that were regu-

larly granted and fent from thence) diftinguithing
what were granted for each Officer’s refpettive

Divifion ; and where Variation or Excefs appear-

ed they were direfted to fecure the Permits, and

~feize the Goods fent thereby. - - TR
. Letters alfo to all the other Colletors of the -
Out-Ports were to be-fent, requiring them, by the -

Return of the Poft, to remit to the Board an exact

Lift of all. Permits granted by them for-foreiga
Spirits and Wine for a Twelvemonth before 3-and

‘other circular Letters to the inland Colle€tors and

Surveyors, ordering them to return immediately a

Lift of the Permits fubfifting for that Space of
Time in their refpe&ive Divifions; from thofe
Returns, a regular Compare being made of the

~ Permits fubfifting, with thofe granted and re-

giftered at the Sea-Ports,  whatever Difference ap-+
‘peared “throughout the Kingdom, muft be a
Fraud, and was confequently hereby detected 5
and where more Permits had been granted at the.

'Sea-Ports, than were regular, the Fxcefs would

appear on a Compare with the Imports, which
were quarterly returned to the Board. On thefe

Letters being difpatched at the fame Time to the -

refpective Officers in their feveral Diftricts, the
effeCtual and general Succefs of his Project in a
great Meafure depended. For hereby the Mer-
chants engaged in an illicit Trade muft by fo
fudden and univerfal a Rummage be furprized in
whatever late Frauds they had committed, with-

out being able to alarm  their Friends, before it ..

‘had taken the like Effeét in every other Place. -

About
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About the Time that the Hearth-Colleftor
'We‘rpixt%% to Dublin on this Affair, three or. four

Tide-waiters had been turned out at Wexford for

rion. ~ One of thefe made a Difcovery to
gl%r%lgﬁll(;nimoner_s of the Frauds he and his Af-
fociates had confented to be carried on there. Of

‘this Mr. Grey acquainted the Hearth-Collector 3

and told him at the fame Time, that he had {ent

m’ S o ‘ ith Orders to -
- down two Officers to Wenford with Or |
‘fe(i)ze the Goods, that thofe Men had permitted to

be run there; but on the Hearth»-Colle&gr’s at-
tending the faid Commiffioner next Morning, .he
was acquainted by him, that tl}e Officers were re-
turned from Wexford, re infeitd having done n%-;
thing more than fhewn themfelves there. 1 n}g

here obferve, that-on this Difcovery of the Tide-

~ waiter’s (which ’tis confefled did not, and, 1t vglll |
‘ 'appéar hereafter on the Trial, could not poflibly

take Effe@, or be of any pofitive Service in the

| ' ized he
demnation of the Goods feized thereby) ti
' %I;rfgéone&or feems now to be excluded from

is intitle by Law.
the Benefit the Informer 1s intitled to by
eIn eprofegution of his Plan, the Hearth-Col-

“1eftor was directed to return immediately to Pex-

fifti ' -al and

1, to be affifting to the Surveyor Genera
{gih other Officers as were appomted to be there the
MM(Z@} following 3 where aqcordmgly a Seizure

was made of Wine and Spirits to the Amount of

about 4000 /. in Value. . The fame Day (being

i | ken
+e Day on which the Scheme was to have ta
g:;era{Eﬁ'e&)' the Hearth-Collector by Informa-
tion to the Surveyor General caufed another Sei-

~ure of Wine and Spirits to be made with fo}l;gci]d
Permits, in a Part of Wicklow Survey, Which,

" though: he made no doubt the Officers of that

Diftrict would have executed, in. Obedience to the

Tetters, whichhe concluded were forwarded pur-

fuant

ra1

' fuant to his Scheme, yet, left by its Viciaity to

Wexford it might be too early alarmed from

thence, he. cautioufly the Day before the Search

yrevailed on the Surveyor General to fend Officers
thither. - Thefe Goods were forfeited without be«
ing claimed, but the greater Part of thofe feized
in Wexford was claimed by the Merchants there,

. and a Day was accordingly fixed for the Trial.
When the Hurry of this Seizure was over, and .

no Account had reached the Hearth-Collle¢tor of
the further Succefs of his Scheme in other Parts,
he undertook another Journey to Dublin, and
waited on Mr. Grey the Commiffioner.- ‘He in-

~deed very frankly declared, that his Time and
“Thoughts were otherwife fo engrofied, that it ne-
"ver once came into his Head to forward the Let-
ters, or in fhort to do-any thing in the Affair 3

but he defired the Hearth-Collector to go then into

the Secretary’s Office, and give fuch Orders there

as he thought neceffary.  The Hearth-Collector

could only humbly remonftrate to.Mr. Grey the -

little Probability there was then of his Scheme
meeting with the general Succefs which he expect-

ed, fince it might reafonably be apprehended,

from the Rumour that had of Courfe been fpread
and communicated by the Merchants, of thofe
few Calks being feized with counterfeit Permits in
the County of Wicklow, every Perfon concerned
and interefted in Frauds of that Nature, would

take the Alarm, and muft by that Time have fe-

creted whatever was liable to Seizure ; and this

' was the more probable, fince three Weeks or 2

Month had then intervened : But, however, to.
comply with the Commiffioner, and to make the
beft of what could be done in fuch Circum{tancess

“he wrote Letters to a few nei?,hbou_,ring Counties, -

by which about fifty forged Permits fent from
AR ’ B a Wexfprd,
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' @exford, which could not be well ftifled, -warrant-
ing from 70 to 400 Gallons each, were detected,
but the Goods were prudcntly,rémovéd..' o
~ The Day of Trial for the Wexford Seizure ap=
proaching, the Hearth-Collector returned 3 and’
the Attorney and Solicitor General affifted with
the Commifiioners Counfellor and Solicitor were
émployed to go down and profecute on the King’s
behalf. The Day before Trial the Hearth-Col~
Teftor was ordered by the Surveyor General and

Commiflioners Solicitor to inform them of what
he knew towards the Condemnation of the Goods -
under Seizure; to.which he anfwered, that though
+here was nothing occurred to him to add to what
he had already laid before Commiflioner Grey, yet

upon being let into their Defigns and Method of

Profecution (which as a Principal he had a juft
" Right to) it was probable, he told them, that
many “Things either as to the Method or in the
Courfe of the Trial might arife, which would en-
able him to give them further Light and Affift-
ance ; but this, with an Air of Refentment (pe-.
culiar to thefe Bafhaws of the Revenue) was
{purned at. ' : :

The Managers for the .Crown, in the Fulnefs of

their own Sufficiency, thus proceeded, and con-
Jucted the Profecution. - All the Merchants con-

cerned (though five feveral Claimants and diftin& |
Proprietors) were Jumped together as one com- - T

tmon Defendant. The Tide-waiters (who before
were mentioned to have been broke) were brought
to prove,' that from ‘Time to Time they had con-
fented to the Running from 20, tO 6o and 70
' Pieces, and’ Hogfheads of Spirits and Wine out
‘of ‘a Ship’s Cargo, for which they reccived 2
“Premium in Proportion to the Quantity and Qua-
~liey of the Goods ‘But as they could not make it

: 'aPpear;,

1

o S Tel

appeat, Who thie Proprietois of thefe Goods wete, of

that they were received by the Defendants, or lodged’

in their Stores, or that the Goods under Seizure -

were the Whole, or any Part of them, or that they:

even TGGCiVed any Premium for fuch Service from’
the Deféendants, fince the Goods were generally run -

by' the Mafters of Ships who rewarded them, and’
who were now Dead or out of the Way 3’ nothing
could " be .concluded- from theif Evidence which
could affe@ the Goods under Trial. Next, feveral
Country Gaugers were brought to' prove; that thofe’

fifty forged Permits (mentioned before to have been.

difcovered through. the Means of the Hearth-Col-
leCtor) were given them as legal Vouchers for the
Payment of the Duties of thofe Goods, which wére’

 thereby licenfed to be difpofed of by the inland ™

Falors; and that thofe Permiits were the Hand-

- Writing of the Defendants or their Clerks ; but nei-

ther was this clearly made appear. ~ Laftly, they en-
dea‘vohr_ed_fo make out, that the Goods under Sei-
zure were in Excefs of Stock, that is, were mofe
than the Merchants had a Right to by the Books of
Entry in the Cuftom:Houfe, and that, the Foatcels'.
muft cenfequently be run. Though this wa$ doubt- ]
lefs the moft direct Method, and the fnain Point’

“that fhould have been fixed and levelled aty-yet herein

the Managers for the Crown were fo fuperficial, and’

fuffered themielves to be fo grqqy impofed on, that

1 K ; 1 . . - .
the Merchants made it appear they had a Right

(according to the Entries in the Book the Account )

was ftated from) to a Quantity equal to, that in Dif~'

pute; wherefore upon the 1fitie of the whole, the Sub-: -

Commiflioners acquitted the Goods,

" But to enable the Reader toform a clearer :fudg-= |

ment of the Affair, and to prevent the like’ Mifcar~"
riage in any f{imilar Cafe. for the future, J-4hall: ob~’

ferve to him, fome of the feveral Overfights, Neglects,

ggd injudicicus Conduct, to fay no worlg, they were:

guilny‘
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guilty of, and the Peints wherein they failed (a Mat-.

" ter which ftill remains a Secret, I prefume to the:

oeers). And 4 feveral impoit and ex-~
ers). And firft, the feveral impoit and ex
gﬁi?i%ccp)unts, ‘ admittéd on the Tryal, were ftated

" from an erroneous Tranfcript or Stock-book in the:

le€tor’s Office, and never collated with the ori~
g;)rgelc\t?ouqﬁers (a point of Duty,z whlcb few 'bgﬂf
fides, *tis to be hoped, in an Affair of fuch Con-
fequence would have omitted). In the firft Article
of this Account, fome of the Merchants on a Stock.
faid to be taken in 1739, were credited from 100
to0 1 50 Hogtheads of Wine each, though. 1.n;Fa8:,_,
no other than a computed Stock of the Spirits only

(zmjd. this occafioned by a Difcovery of fome Frauds. "

then committed) was taken in that Year; and though
at that time one or two of the pr'mglp-a} Mex:chants
had from 40 to 5o Hogtheads of Wine in their Cel-

lars, and no more, yet even the whole thereof was

olutely in Excefs by the ‘Regiﬁer.apd'Emncs 5.
Z:g? fo liykcwife was every Gallon of Spirits they had..
Several Permits alfo occafionally fent by Poftage
from Ditblin, were admitted to be good Vouchers.
for the Goods under Seizure; though whether the

" whole, or any Parcel. of thefe Goods ‘were atually

ever fent by Virtue thereof, was not attempted to
be Préved, nior indeed inquired into; and the fla-

~ grant Abfurdity of fuch aTrade being capable of be-

ing carried on by a Land Carriage, at an Expence
ng 8 or 10 per Cent. of the Value, which could

more commodioufly be done by Water, at one per
Cent. without actual Commiffion of Frauds, was

‘alfo unnoticed by them. Permits moreover for
Wine and-Spirits, pretended to be remitted from
,Rofs.i»back to Wexford, were accepted as Youchers,

. N . C e 1.0 h
without obferving that the original Permits, whic
_ \gal,{l‘led,,thefc Goods to Rofs from Wexford, were.,
' fraudulent and illicit. ,Had‘ thefe M_att_eg§ bgen,;
| faithfully enquired into and difcuffed (and it is hard.

to

Condemnation of the Gosds.

to. fay how fuch obvious Asticles could well “have:
efcaped Notice) the -Goods muft “have appedred for
the moft Patt to "be in Excefs of Stock; and con~
fequently forfeited. The inland Fattors moreover,
in whofe Cuftody the forged Permits were found,
were neither made Principals, - nor Evidences in the:
Cafe s they neceflarily, in their own Defence, muft

Excife; as being the Proprietors thereof; ‘they weré
Hubject to 4 Fine of thie Value, which the Gaugers,
who kept Stock of the fame, could have afcer--
tained. S SRR
Upon a Review of this grofs Mifcondudt of the
anagers, every impartial Perfon will admit, the

- Hearth-Colle€tor, both s an Officer in the Revenue,

and interefted, as principal Informer, in the Seizure,

| was fufficiently warranted to refeize the Goods in his
|- own Name, and bring them to 4 new Trial, Thefe

his Pretenfions and Defigns he accordingly ‘made
knowsn to the Managers and Commiffioners ; but
excufed himfelf from laying before them the new.
Matter on which -he founded this freth Claim, and
the Method of Profécution, which undeér his own
Diretion, he doubted not would be effectual to the

5. And to this indeed
he was prompted as well by "a prudential Caution;
which their former bad Condyét had made necef=
fary, as to prevent his Motives and Intentions front
being made public, and thereby defeated, and like~
wife, in a great Meafure, to fecure his own Claim, and
ward againft the Poffibility of mifcatrying the fecond
Time by their Meafures, ' '
tion, &F¢. though abfolutely neceffary to its Succefs

#nd taking Effedt, fo have been carried on with the

T

have charged the Perfons from whom they bought
and received thofe run Goods (legally deemed fuch

by having forged Permits for their Vouchers) dr be
-~ themfelves fubject to the Fines for by the A& of

His Schienie of Detec- |

T Y SN T e 8T B T R T
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,utnidi’c Secrely : and Difpatch, was very early and

. - | AN e -
ntially, it feems, comnaun1ga§<;d from t
Offices ‘gf ' the;YCLi{’com«Houfe, and publickly talked

' of before it. was in any Degree executed. MOfG this.
“he was fufficiently. convinced, as well from Mr. rof-

wenor, the Coaft-Officer s who  heard Mr. Gullivers.

* ¢he Gauger, publickly relate the Particulars of the

e ohe tranfadted with Commiflioner Gz-fey’m:-
%;%Z;fs,ﬁ from the .Mer,chant:s‘.having_, fecrete.dla |
oreat Part of their Stock of Spirlts ,‘(wh;c_hf,Amcl e
‘Fhey apprebended was moft in Danger) b? o{x_‘e € 1(:1
Seizure of Wines was made. There weretal o fevera

o other Circumitances concurring, which .qbiage?‘ 1§§3,~
" to. this Circumfpection s the Managers had alreacy

. ] i i hd, done
ended him from his Employment, and ¢
%ggﬁl (Z)ﬂiées at the Board of Commiflioners 5 and

a5 he lived in the Vicinity of Papiits, -who had al-

~ ways fhewn fevere Treatment to any who prefqu-;
ed to make Difcovery of Frauds comm}tted‘agam
¢he Crown 3 and as he bhad already fufficiently {mart-

- ed under. the Refentment of thofe Popifh Merchants;

gt TV S |
vho .. Inflv e Countrys his Pe
_ who _had great Influence in t B

' fonal Security and Intereft were t0O mpch}cbqnceég——

“ed, ot to be firft provided for, befo;e he.pr_c‘?cedr 4
" ed further inthe Matter. And as on 1;11(; h}ialgb rgﬁ
the Appeal, which was then 1ng§:d _by tbe Cor t
miffioners, no new Wiatter or Ev;den,ce-’,‘ utvwnan
wras regnlarly laid before t}’lekSuszomxmmo?ex;s. (I)l "
the Trial, was to be admitted .. it.could. anfwer

: ' f e to t .. to com~ |
. good Purpafe or Service 10 the Revenue, 10/

3 i e
municate his Reafons, sill they could take Plac

- by a Difcharge of .the Goods on the Appeal 5 at

_awhich time- he acquainted  the: CQ1n1111ﬁxgnei‘sl hi‘ '
- .purpefed to be in Dubkin, and then to recetve thet

- Anftructions. . He went accordingly . the third time

o wait on- the Commiﬁ"‘xoncrf’a and having fent 10

. i - | . , re,_
. s Name to_ the Board, and 2 Meigt being

§“; : .
|

furnet

* behind "in . much larger Sums,

3] -

| gurned defiring him to attend, he was réceived by a°
|| Gentleman. with’ a Writ - marked, four. *hundred.

Pounds againft him at “the Suit of the: King, ‘and
without other Cerermony ‘conduicted to Prifon, where
~ they "confined him -till* Bail was ~pe‘rfe€tedx.,at£;8ar;j E
- Such Rewards for public Virtue muft little Men: ex--

pect! Butto put 2 thew.of Equity on the. Rigour
 of thefe Proceedings, it was urged, that the: Hearth

“Colle@or was then in Arrear 120 L of the Produce -
“of his Years Colleétion (though Numbers through-:.

out the Kingdom in that Employment; who were.

Fearth-money Accounts demonftrate, Wwere N0 Ways

~ molefted or called on in that Manner; and though

the regular Method of Proceeding, in -cafe: of Im-

bezzlement and Deficiency in the Cath of the Crown

- by its Officers, is to have recourfe immediately to their

~ Bail) Though this Difgrace and Obftruction were
thrown as Rubs in his Way, to difcourage and diftrefs -

* him, he ceafed not, however, to purfue his Defign ;-
and as he was prohibited thereby from ating; through
the ‘Commifliontrs and Surveyor ‘General, he went

in Perfon to the Excife Office, Wexford, and. laid be-.

fore the Sub-Commiffioners Informations in Form

" agdinft Pérfons, who had incurred Penalties by act=

ing. contrary .to the Statutes in fuch Cafes  .and

prayed Procefs and- Judgment, &¢. according to .
Law ;- defiring alfo Liberty of Recourfe to the

Books of Record, &c. in the Office of Excife. In

" Anfwer to this the Surveyor General, after a
Week’s Deliberation, told him, ‘that the Commif~

fioners and he -were abfolutely “determined to take

'no Notice of any thing he fhould offer on'behalf of
the Crown ; or to. fuffer him either to: infpect or -
have Copies of any Regiftry. How -arbitrary this
Step of the Surveyor General’s may be,:1 fhall" not-

here inquire, but only obferve, that the Intereft: of

: "'A:;Y' t:h:@ v

as the State of ‘the -
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‘the Crown fhould have been confulted and indulged

“inftead of his private Refentment or Opinion. -
~ Butto return to the Appeal, . s

" After many Adjournments and a length of Time
mif-fpent, the Tranfmifs was read, and Council on
both_ Sides heard before the Commiffioners of Ap-.

peals, who from an arbitrary and ‘prefumptive, ra~

" ther than any pofitive Proof, decreed twenty of:
the Cafks in Difpute eonfifcated by each. Mer-
~ chiant, all which, with thofe that had been forfeited
~for want of Claim, were at a great Expence fent
by the Managers (contrary to the Cuftom of vending
condemned Goods in the Diftri¢t, where they were
feized) to be fold in Dubliny but whether with &
View of the more eafy and fecurely dividing the
Spoil, or of advancing the Value of them, as they’
~ pretended, Is undetermined. But- this .is certain,
that a2 Defign was formed and entered into by the
Merchants and the Crew of the Veflel, of finking
the Ship in the Paflage, and deftroying the Goods 5
‘which if it had been executed (and were it not for
fome furprizing and unexpe&ed Diftovery it muft
¥ave been) the Recovery of the Fines which are to
be rated from the Value, would have been imprac-
ticable, and all the Expences they had been at, muft
| have been an additional Charge on the national Re-
| wenues. , F _ |
The next Step of courfe to be taken, was to

profecute for the Value.- The A& of Excife, in all-

Cafes where Goads are forfeited for being run, inflicts

a Fine of the Value on the Claimers or Proprietors.

This is a common tryed Cafe ; and that thefe Goods
were confifcated, as being run; and that thele Gen-
tlemen were the Claimers, were felf-evident. But
in order to the Proof of fo plain.an Axiom, the

Comimiflioners Solicitor, with a numerous Train of -

Aztendants and Evidences, and, to compleat the

~ whole,
A

) INTRE
whole, fome of the truity Tide-waiters béfore mens

tioned, came down to #exford; where he condu@ed
- Matters with. fuch wonderful Addrefs, and thewed

|- fuch Depth of Judgment and uncommon Reach of

Skill, that when the Caufe came before the Com-

| miffioners of Appeals, “the Attorney General would

not even fpeak to it. Here was another {o felf-la~
boured a Defeat, thatit is hard to fay,, if any Gen-
tleman. befides himfelf, in fuch Circumftances thro®

~ the whole, could have been ingenious enough tor |

have effected it.. How confidently do thefe Mer- ;:
chants now triumph ard fneer at thefe baffled Sages,
his Mayjefty’s Commiffioners, with their pom;:

| Train of Officers, Counfellors, and Sollicitors, learn~ -

ed in the Law? What have they to dréad from |

|| the Prowefs and Wifdom of their Counféls and
| Laws, when Men of fuch Abilities are to execute

them ? , ‘ S
It may be afferted, that the Frauds by Permits:
have been carried on with great Succefs for twenty:

1| Years paft and upwards; and if fo, it. may reafon-

| ably be demanded, how in fuch a Length of time:
| they were ‘not once detetted by the Surveyors Ge-
| neral: They, in courfe of Bufinefs, are to take

Stock of the Spirits, and one would imagine a mo-
derate Share of Sagacity and Curiofity, if not the
Courfe of their Duty, would dire them to examine.

N ¥he Regiftries in the Sea-ports, and collate ‘and zd-
1 _]\uft one with the other; but this. (it may be ob-.
{1 Jected) would be to be wifer than the Letter of their

Inftructions, and than'any that have gone before in-

| the famme Office ; a Prefumption, which might very
1Jultly be as fatal to them, as it was to the Hearth-

Collecter, whofe principal Crime and Offence feems

| t0 lie in - his knowing and doing more for his Ma-
| Jelty’s. Service, than fome at the Head of the. Re-
\Venue, and their chief Officers knew, or were af-
|terwards capable of effeting s but who, thtough: -

the

..\
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the Couife” of this Affair, feem €0 have laboured. | which now are, and for any thing that has appeared -
i " how to defeat, and blu'nder*‘iq :the .cléaréﬁ C?‘fe in - B . - to be fince'done in it:by the Commiflioners, will be .

i . the World.: R AR A | kept in Obfcurity. Al the Sea-ports, that fent large

A -;Hvad._théflearth“(;OlIf?&'or’S"Sc‘hem‘:_b_ae?l f?t}thf1111Y» } Quantities of excifeable Goods to Dublin, were cer~

I executed, it may be- compﬂted from -hence what. - 1 . tainly in an illicit Trade, the great Myfltery where-
1

. Benefits muft have accrued: to ‘the;Re-v¢nue‘by the of ‘woLxld thereby be unravelled. No Port can
: o N arrive to a height of Smuggling where there are not-

“Difcovery = . ‘ - ,
T T O | Frauds in the Permit Way ; for though the Tide-
. From his Letter to Wesford, where 4000 Ly \ ‘waiter permits the running of the Goods, ’tis the
worth -was feized, though the _Merchantsr 7 Permit Office that muft licence the Sale of them.
were in fome Meafure: previoufly alarmed, V000 Bl . But upon the Iffue of this whole Affair, it will
yet had the Profecution been :egul_aﬂy con- {2 | be found (’tis much to be apprehended) that the
ducted, and the import Account properly | | Charges of the Profecution have more than over
frated, a Forfeiture would arlfe' of atlealt J balapced the whole Produce to the Crown ; and the
The Single Yalue of which rcgoverable(?{ 000 | Perfon who laid the Scheme fos all his Services and-
from the Claimants ’ . | Expences, is turned out of his Bread ;7 his Liberty: -
From his Letters to the Counties Kilkennys} | and Property invaded, himfelf imprifoned, and even
Carlow, Naas, and Wicklow, great Seizures |- QI the Moiety of the {mall Parcel of Goods, which thro® -
miit inévitably have been made in every large | | his fole Information to the Surveyor General (as be-
or Market Town; and to calculate only } fore fet forth) was forfeited without the Expence of
from what did appear 2 Month after the in- »225¢ K a Law Suit, is withheld from him: (fuch is the Lion’s
tended Day of Search, wiz. ffty Permitsi . Claim.) And laftly, Executions are iffued in his Ma-~
. warranting from 70 to 400 Gallons each, |« }|  jefty’s Name againft his Perfon and Goods, and he
computing them ata Medium to be 180 €ach; |- A_ forced to quit the Kingdom ; and very lately two.
makes gooo Gallons, at 5 8. P Gaxﬂon - | fucceffive Courts of Inquiry were held on his Circum-
- Single Value recoverable from tac P.Y_Q*‘ %22‘50 ‘ ftances, the former returned him infolvent, but the
prictors. _ . L e ‘}! latter, which appears§to have been held at the parti-:
¥ Five Cafks feized in the County of ZVzck—)g 6o || cular Inftance of thefe fmuggling Merchants and
Jow and confifcated. ‘ BRI R their Friends, found him pofleffed of a Lieafe whiclt-
. Single Value ‘recovarable from the Propric=y ~  © the Managers have (though a Freehold) caufed to
¢ors, and treble Value from the Runners; 240} be fold for a Ballance of 1167 faid to be due on: -

his Coilection, though his reafonable Hxpences irs
a0 | procuring, attending, and carrying on the faid Difco--
19 00 I} very and Profecution (exclufive of the Moiety of .

L the Information which he is juftly. intiti=d to):
R Ry : f e | amounts to more than the Sum he owed the Crown;
.. His general circular Loetters tO all the reft of t he being charged with the whole Produce of the

Kingdom would hdve detected Numbers of Frauds i Colletion, though a great Part of it he had not..
- T - : ‘ received 3

whom he entered his Informaiion againft.

B A
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teceived 5 and was refufed fufficient time to colleét

what was ftanding out, or his Succeffor permitted.

to do it for him. There is too great Room here
given to fufpect, that. the Hearth-Collector has in-

curred the Refentment of thefe Managers, by claim-

ing that Share and Intereft in the Seizure, which the
Laws have vefted in him ; one Part of which (it
appears) they have unjuftly poffefled ‘themfelves
of 5 and .the other injudicioufly expended and im-
bezzled. , ‘

*As T have now gone through the State of this
Tryal, which was attended with the horrid Circum-
ftances of Perjury, Bribery, and Forgery; I fhall,
with the fame Fidelity, endeavour to trace out the
Caufes which concuzred to. introduce and eftablith
the running Trade in Fexford. About twenty
Years ago, that Trade being chiefly practifed on the
Coaft, the Boat-men and Under-Officers, whofe

Sallaries were {mall, exerted themfelves in making

Seizures in order to procure a comfortable Subfift-

ance to their Families; and herein théy fuccecded fo
well, that the Intereft of the Crown and of them-

felves was greatly promoted, until an Agreement
of Partnerfhip and equal Partition of Seizures was
entered into by the Colle€tor and his two Survey-
ors; whereby the fubaltern Officers were excluded
from having an equitable Share or Intereft therein,

and were not rewarded. in Proportion to their Ser-’

vices.. For as the Commiffioners of the Revenue
fent circular Letters to their refpective Collectors, of
the Accounts reccived by them of the feveral Car-
goes laden on board Ships, and the Ports they in-
tended for, and their Apprehenfion of their carry-

_ing on a clandeftine Trade, fo it was cuftomary for
the Colle€tors to communicate their Intelligence to”
~ all their Under-Officers,” in order to their being alert

in their Stations, and prepared for the DeteCtion or

But

[

Lol
But from the Time of entering into this deftruétive
League, the ColleCtor thenceforwards comimunicated
his Advices to his two Surveyors firft; and as they
had the Command and Diretion of thefe under
Officers, they employed them conftantly on the
Scout’s while whatever Prize was made, was‘hared
among the Triumvirate, without making any rea-

fonable Gratuity to the Men who rifqued - their

Lives, and were increafing their Expences by fre«
uent Adventures of that Nature. As an Inftance
and Proof of this, fix of the Boat-men; who (with~

“out the Surveyor) had been out at Sea a confider

able -time, and at their own Expence and . Rifque;
chopped on a Smuggler, and brought her into Ports,
the Cargo was condemned -and fc'd for near 400l
and thefe Men received as a Premium for all their
Charges- and Trouble two Moidores each, the reft
being divided among the Colle¢tor and Surveyors.
Another more extraordinary Inftance happened foon
after ; one Block, Cockfwain of the King’s Boat, hav-
ing gone off to Sea without any fpecial Order from:

“his Superiors, met a Smuggler with Tobacco, made

Seizure of the Goods, and brought her into Wexford 5
and then acquainted his Colle¢tor and Surveyors with
what he had done: But thefe Gentlemen looking on
the Prize as too valuable for them not to be in-
terefted in it, formed a Defign of bringing him,-if -
poffible, to difclaim the Seizure ; and in order to-
this, ¢ they reprefented to him the Difficulties that-
« would attend the Condemnation of the Goods,
the Owner being a litigious Man, and he himfelf
in no Circumftances to fupport a Law-fuit, and
that *twas to be doubted if the Commiffioners would . .
protect him in a moot Cafe, as this was reprefent=
cd by them to be.”” By thefe Arts the poor Man-

was influenced to renounce the Seizure: But the
very next Day the good Collector went down, feizs
ed the Goods in his own Name, had them con--

demned
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demrined and fold, and’ very ‘righteoufly -pocketted

“the Money ; and becaufe Block was heard to mut-
ter at the Thing, and mention to his Friends the
Hardthip thereof 5 by return of the Poft an Order
came from the Board of Commiflioners to remove

him to another Port of the Kingdom. Thefe infe-

rior Officers thus’ difcouraged in their Duty, and -

robbed of the Rewards, which were the beft Ties
and Motives to it, without daring to complain, and

as Self-intereft is the Principle by which they acknow- -

ledge themfelves, as well as greater Perfonages, are.
to be moved, put their Heads together and becaufe

they could not advantageoufly be the detefting Of-

cers, refolved to be the conniving ones;and thereupon
engaged in a Ceunter-confederacy with the Run-
ners, whereby they were to be paid in Proportion
to thé Quantity and Quality of the Goods they
fhould permit to be run; and thus that Duty and
Vigilance, which before was faithfully and com-

“mendably exerted in the Service of the Revenue,

by the oppreflive wicked Exercife of Power and
Authority in thofe appointed Guardians to the Re-
venue, was now perverted to as different an In-
tereft: S : ;

Thefe undeniable Inftances and Falts will, I pre-
fume, fully account for the wicked Introduétion and.
Succefs of the- Abufes and Frauds committed in the
Revenue at Wexford, which (Ctis not improbable)
other Ports in the Kingdom were’ acquainted with,
and copied after. I thall beg Leave, before I con-
clude, to relate an Incident of another Nature in

the Revenue which lately was difcovered in Mun-
fter 5 and this I mention with fome Regret, as 1t

concerns a Gentleman of Integrity, but lictle Ex-
perience. About the time the Leinfler Surveyor
~ General had taken up with the erroneous Tranfcript-
Book, for an. authentic Voucher on the preceding
remiarkable Trial at #exford, the Munfter Sp_xrifeyor}'
o | B Genera

{ and Books of. the Revenue

| endeavoured to fully
! tleman undefervedly,
1 {lvl[dl an Attempt.

| Man and good Subje@ h i
: !ns’King, and himeelﬂ OkiiOWES o
| mdire€t and dark Prac

‘Hierein - mentioned :
. . » . to be mif:
1of his Objetions, reprefented

8 %

‘amine into the State of the Collefto
Of 51}_15, the artful Clerk being timely apprized (ac-
;co}:‘ ing to Cuﬁ01n) had prepared his falfe Acco s
which pafled with the eafy i man for

about 8000 /. was ftated at 8o which ought to be

Cagl in the Cheft; b

a fair way of being loft to th .
From thefe feveral IxjﬁancéZ,RCVLnue' |

very evidently appear, that all thefe Corruptions

1 Irauds, and Abufes, took their Rj
i ufes, eir. R
from the -Avarice and ‘Oppi'eﬁionl,{e aarig wr;;?a%rf; |

Judgment and Experience, j

_ : , in the Offi int
ed for the very Purpofes of preventinwcfgzggpﬁm-
that what the Author has herein affirted are o

Tivir i
ving Witnefles, and the authenticated Vouchers

he can with Confidence fay, wantonly or malicioufl

the Reputation of any Gen}:'
abhorring the Bafenefs of

The Duty that as an honeft

Country.

’ : 9

Obliges him to lay thefe

‘ ices commiitted in “‘Trade,

n : in Tr

ﬁoi in the‘Revenue, open to the Eyes of the ZIt\CTI:,,’
» 10 order that fome Remedy adequate to fo

| dangerous Evils may, if poflible, be provided.

w. ;
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