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+ Barnard-Cafile, Coun{y of Durham,
Y , Febmary 21th, 1800,
’ SIR",‘

I HAD the honour of recexvmo ‘

“the 24th inflant, your circular letter, con-

cernmg the means of remedying the prefent

diftrefs, occafioned by the high prices of
“wheat and different articles of food and

‘which, it is much to be feared, will increafe
in the courfe of the year. As an ardwer is
due on my-part, I {hall communicate at the

fame time, as defired, my thoughts upon
- the ﬁlbjﬁ& or rather hints, but which Wlll
: be fully comprehended by you.

" The fi ubje& may be conﬁdered under three
different views. A fdmme, it may be fup-

~ _ppfed may exxﬁ: in’ the country before the
A2 | ~enfuing
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enfuing harveft ; which, howevet, ap‘peﬁf;
~ to me an impoffible event : ther}e may be { uch
“ a greaf fearcity of different. articles of food,

as to produce genelal and extreme diftrefs |

]af’dy, prov1ﬁ0ns may be {o dear, that the
hlgh prices of them may prefs crrlevouﬂy

~ upon the mlddle orders, - and exclude the

lower ones, morg.or lefs frorn the purchafe

of .food neceflary to their kfubﬁﬁeng:eq' -

¥

The occurrence of . one or other of thefe

 cafes is, in the ordinary courfe of {thmg:s;,

unavoidable in. the vkingd’om and therefore
requires the attention of the leglﬂature,, The

| lea{’c of thefe evils Wﬂl be produ&we of a

degree of mifery, which muft excite ferious

- alarm, from_ the profpect of its, long con-

‘tinuance. Perm1t me, therefore in the {ub-

ftance, of. my letter, . to. advert to the two

~firft of thefe cafes, as if there were fubm 1

ftantial and folid grounds to be apprehenfive
S ot

E Pf*arly double..
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of the. aé’tual exiftence of one of them: for’

the means of relief are the fame in both

cafes. Upon the laft cafe I will fubjoin-my

thoughts in a poftcript, Previouly it will

be neceflary, to attend to fome of the par-

‘ticular queries in your letter, Wthh noW’

proceed to anfwer. L

In this place and newhbourhood the ﬁtuﬂ

~ atlon of the poor 1s truly melancholy, but,

perhaps, that of many families, which, by
thexr labour, or by means of fome inferior

trade, .earned 2 fair and decent hvehhood;

before the time of the prefent . fcarcity,. is
il more dlfhefsful One half of the inha-
bitants of this place, the population of which

conﬁﬂcs of about three thoufand perfons, is
© at prefent relieved by foup; or fupported by
“the parith. - The poor-rate, which laft year

was. three fhl]lmgs in the pound, 18 now,

23 In
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In the'neighbouring and fertile éduntry’
eaft of this town, one half at leaft, but I am |
credibly informed two—thirds'of the 'produce
of ‘laft’ yeau ’s wheat, and, with a' trifling
exceptlon the ﬁock which remained on hand

of the preceding harveft, are already con-

{umed' Many of the farmers, who every |

year grow a great quantlty of wheat ‘have

none left to bring. to market and feveral

fmall farmers buy at prefent their own bread-

corn. The mining country, to the wef’c of

, thlsplace, is with difficulty {upplied. Rye,
af prefent, cannot be procured for it from -

Newcaﬁle. The perfon who 'principally
furmfhes it with bread-corn affures me, that
of late he has not been able to purchafe
more than one-fifth of the quantity, which

he ufually {old to the inhabitants.  Of the
b’xrley grown, and fuitable for human food;

a fmall pxoportlon remains unfold. A con-

fiderable quantity of the oats grown this

year

{71

- year has been fold, but not, perhaps, equal
" to that of wheat above-flated, ‘

* Perfons, en whofe a‘u‘thdrity Tcan depénd.

inform me, that the produce laft year of

wheat in this country, compared with the
average crop of other years, was at leaft

- one-half lefs in quantity, ‘and one-third in-
ermour in quahty 5. that is, 'a given quan-a
tity, which informer years fupported afamﬂy’ :
three weeks, ferves it thxs year only two s
‘but, apprehend, not two weeks : that oats

have not failed as much in quantity as wheat,
but equally or more fo in quality : that, in
both refpeéts, barley was a much worfe

crop, and peafe ‘and beans infinitely fo.

Prices have this day advanced in our market

Tunderfland the deﬁmency of cropspf graln |

has been greater in the eaftern part of the

. muntyg but I cannot myfelf fpeak to thc‘facft.

A4 | My

i
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MY\ -'thoughts upon thg; means;o_f prevent-
ing and remedying the evil, as this has been

ftated in tHe' two firft vieWg .above taken of

the -fubje&' will be fuccinctly p“ropofed‘

'undc‘r the followmg heads, cight in number.

1. The agricultural grains commonly grown.
2. The dlﬁ"erent vegetables cultivated as
auxiliary to grain. 3. A"degree of com-
pulfion, which, With your permiffion, I
.fhall call preﬁing, to be employed in. pro-

:curincr an extraordinary fupply of food for

the poor,  the enfu;ng-fprmg and {ummer.
4. A general agency to be inftituted for the

purpofe of carrying into effect any plan or

means, - which the legiflature may ‘think

proper to adopt, for remedying the evil.

5. Importation of different articles of food

into th'_er k_ingdom, , 6 »-Extraordinary' ad-

vance of public money for affording relief

~in the p(@fcn: _d‘_iﬁrefsz.},, 7~ Finding proper

fuccedaneums within ourfelves, and not of

the

9]

the vegetable kingdom, for‘remedyiﬁg‘ the

deficiency of the produce of corn. 8. The

- reftoration of peace which I take the liberty
of including as'a means, for the purpofe of |

making an xmportant obfervation,

The aggregate of the feveralvmeans is

- what muft conflitute ‘the remedy, and an

aid, ineffectual in itfelf, may become - Very.

important, as a part of a plan of general
zelief, The meafures requifite ite, to 'rive effect

to the means of remedying the evil, thould
be adopted without delay, for the diftrefs

is,.urgent'; and fome at leaft of the -means

of relief will not be practicable, unlefs the
neceflary previous meafures be taken early

in the prefent feafon 1t is a more importarnt

general obfervatxon not to employ many ..
weak and ineffectual meafures, which will

only amufe the people, and not relieve the

real
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real diftrefs. A folid judgement is neceffary,,
to decide upon the meafures propofed |

In refpe& to the firft head, the agricultural
grains commonly grown,\fuch aswheat, rye,
barley, oats, peafe, and beans.—It is very

important, that the prefent ftock of thefe

in the kingdom, or which may be imported,

‘be hufbanded with the greate{’c care and at-

tention ; and all praé’cmable means fhould be

: employed, to make it go as far as poffible in

actual confumption. "~ On this account, i
apprehend, that wheat-bread fhould not be
permitted,. but as made of flour with the

‘whole bran init. This, as a general regus

Iation, put into force every where in the
kingdom, would confiderably retard the
confumption. The fac is, that fuch bread
is a confiderable faving in a family, how-
ever it may be accounted for. The }bran in

it is, no doubt, nutritive, in a greater or lefs

degree :

v

I 11 1

degrée ¢ it may, along with the flour, bé

more capable of aflimilation into nutriment ;
and it muft be ferviceable in aid of the re-
_ pletion, which the ftomachs of many per-
fons require, greater than the quantity of
* aliment necefﬁry for the fuppoxt of their

bodxes

However, fuch a reaulatzon does not

'vappear to be practicable in the fouthern
parts of the kingdom, as I apprehend, from

the mills not being provided with the proper

fones (ufually called the Derby or grey)

for gnndmg wheat 1nto that fort of flour,

thch is- fuxtab]e to be ufed with its bran

in bread. Yet fuch ftones might readily

be procured In other parts of the king- -
dqm, the Derby or grey ftones are in all

the milis, as well as the french {ort, - Flour
‘'made ‘with thefe, the very: Coarfe part of

the bzan only takm out, which is a very

mﬂmg
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- trifling  diminution, makes, | With 'yéaﬂ“ .
excellent good bread - both in quahty and»

taﬁe. S

| Bread’ba‘ked fome time before it i\s .ufed,

is'much more fervmeable, but as the poor
’ confume it as foon as it is baked, and are:

generally extravagant in the ufe of it, m
had better be made for them, kept a proper
time, even feveral days, and. then. fold. to

them at a moderate price, under the dlrec-— :

tion of fuitable agents for the purpofe
this mode, whichis unqueﬁ;}or;a,bly{ upenour.

‘to that of foup, the public l'iBerality would

be moft advantageoufly diftributed. - For if
corn can be had, the poor.can hardly be

~expelted to hve.w1thqut fome br_ead. Bread'
is cheaper than animal food, and far lefs.

bread, than may be fuppofed is faved by
d;fpenﬁng foup.

The

o131

. +The -poor, fuppliedv with bread in the
’lbOVE: manner, Would not_have to. pay the
.proﬁt of trade upon. the {mall. quantities of

corn they purchafe weekly, Their time

would .nog. be ‘loft at markets and 1mpoﬁm »

tion in grmdmcr would be prevented s they
would, by .the reftricted dlﬁnbutlon of it,

be. obhged to hufband | their bread, and
would. not eat it new, but of a proper- age.

| .'when_. it would go much,farthexj.  Thecorn

Qf.fﬁQUr‘g Would be boﬁght"at the firft-hand;

which would be a confiderable faving ; and
bemg fuppofed to-be brought in general -
- from the fea—perts Would tend much to re-

duce the. hlgh prices of the article in the

mland markets.,

| There are dlﬂ’erent preparatmns and mm«‘ .
tures of food, to Whmh it might be very

proper to attend at thls time, as making

ixi go further, or as 1mprovnw the quahty\
| of
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of inferior fpecies of food. There is ‘a
“mode of ufing Wheat and rye flour, pearled

barley and - oatmeal, to which the lower
clafles have frequently recourfe, and which
{aves, conﬁderably, -bread and other fcjod,
They;-‘boil zmy one of thefe in water, to
which they -add fome mllk and a little

treacle or coarfe fugar, and confume the

whole mefs; and it is good as' well as
agreeable food. It might be ufeful to pro-
vide a quantity of “thefe articles, and fell

them to the poor on moderate tefms, for

the above purpofe folely. »_Such_reliéf may
be very acceptable, efpecially if bread can-

“not be procured, ‘Se\’f‘ei‘al poor or labouring

families at prefent, who are not able to

procure bread, have no other {fubfiftence

a:han rye-meal boiled in water, W1thout the
other ufual additions.

. Perfons

Lo ]

Perfons of fortune, who can fupply their
famlhes with other food, fhould be called |

on in a parncular manner to be f{paring in

the ufe of wheat, and thus leave a greater |
quantity for the confumption of .the lower
orders,  Their families thould ufe little or
“nobread with animal food, when they have
a fufficiency of vegetables. .Thefe fhould

be grown in their gardens in abundant

“quantities for the purpofe. With potatoes,
bread does not feem requifite to meat ; they

fhould ftint the: quantxty of bread ufed in

their fammes and order it to be dlfpenfed'

by a regular allowance. Flour thould cer-
tainly not be confumed i in articles of luxury,
in_ hair powdez, or in manufaétures, and

no doubt, at this time, too gleat a quantity

of fine flour is made in the kmgdom.

Other forts of grain ﬂmﬁld be referved

~as much as poffible ‘for human food.
| Barley
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Barley bread, I underﬁand goes further in
a Iabourmg -fdml.ly than that of «wheat

- calculating upon the actual confumptroﬁ of

drﬁ%rcnt quantrtrcs of thefe grains, bought

“for a given {fum-of money; and, no .doubt,

~oats make a good . and wholefome - cake.

Few oats fhould be given fte'ariimal’s; efpe-

~ cially to dogs. - If judged neceffary, racing
fhould be prohrblted the pr efent year ; plea—
fure horfes {hould have no .oats ; and the

eavah v (houl_d be-kept at” grafs the enﬁring
fummer, if not required for actual -fervicé,\ |

. It is very important, to take proper pre-
cautions, left a late harveft increafe the evil
of the precedmo* one. There is. yet oppor-

tumty of . fowmg rye on a larger {cale than

ufual, which may prove very: fervrceable,

if wheat be late in coming to market. A
greater proportion of .the early-ripe. kinds

of barley and oats. (hould be grown on the

forward |

[ 7]
forward lands, and proper meafures taken

for drf’mbutmg fultable feed through the
kmgdom. ‘

Whatever regulatrons the leglﬂature has'

provrded or may thmk proper to provide
at thrs time, in refpect of publick markets,

the fellmg of grain by proper meafures, and |

the grinding of corn at a reafonable price,

fhould be partlcularly enforced

In refpe& to the fecond head the vege-
tables cultivated as auxiliary to grain j—e—e
I refer to cabbacres of the different- fpecres,

and to. _turnips, as well as potatoes, all of
_whrch, if rhey could be procured, would B
‘be found very ufeful in acual .‘dearth’ If
" this "be apprehended, they fhould be prd«z |
-vided according to the beft modes of garden
and ficld culture, on the largeft fcale poﬁible

for early - confumption. The means will

: k»be pomted out under the enfumg head.

- B The
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The two firlt would prove very fervice-
'able to the poor, with a very fmall pro-
‘portlon of falt meat, they would be a very
deﬁ1 able ar ticle of food in a time of famine,
or great fcarcxty In all familjes they
would be of conﬁdexable fervice, and, con-
fequently, leffen the confumptlon of bread
However, it 1s, perhaps too late to have:
‘recourfe fo growmg of cabbages, and the
evil is not fo urgent as to oblige us to de-
pend upon turnips ; I therefore pafs them

over, and. will fpeak more at large upon
potatoes. 'lhou oh early turnips would be
- very ufeful the enfulfw fummer, efpecially
in. the cafe of a Jate harveft, and a great
quantlty of them fhould be grown. If not

Wanted for human food, they Would be
confumed by cattle as ufual. In a fhort

Journey ye{’cerday I had occafion to go mto\
‘a cottage, and found tea upon the table,

thh a larO‘e bowl of ;{hced turnips. - " The
' maﬁer

| o9 ]
‘mafter of it, a. poor labourer, informed me,
that hlS family had been deftitute of bread

many days, for which, one of hlS fubﬁ1~ |
tutes was that which I faw. |

Inﬂead of a premium prqpbfed for the -
encouragement of the culture of carly pota-

- toes, it might be more ufeful to exempt :

from tithes fuch crops as fhould be taken
up for confumption in the firft months of

the fummer.  The early kinds of potatoes,

-which are fi ufﬁmently productive, thould be
indulged with the moft favourable foils and

. fituations, that can'be procured, and '~eVefy
'means fhould be employed to forward a
~crop.  Tradls of country, partial to then
.growth, fhould be approprlated to them»
~and fuch will be found every where within .

a diftance fufﬁment to admis of the carriage

~of this root to thofe. parts, Wthh cannot |
“produce an early crop.

Bz It
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Tt s neceﬂ"uy to lofe no time in pre-
“paring ground for them. Sets may really
become difficult to procure for the purpofe,
but as potatoes are too dear for the poor to
purchafe at the prefent time, the immediate
collection .of them would not materially add
“to the prefent diftrefs ; therefore an agency
" fhould be immediately appointed, to procure
the proper forts fora general carly crop
“of this valuable vegetable. | '
As to the fuogefhon of commons for
“growing this root in great abundance the
“enfuing {ummer, noticed in your letter, it
“would certainly be éligible, to felect certain
parts of thofe of {fuitable quality, to parg

[2r ]

- with potatoes in the ufual modes; or 'any.;

fort of wafte land, which fuits the growth
of pofatoes by road fides, in woods, on.
banks of rivers, &c. might be. employed_ '
for the purpofe. A defign of this fort
could eafily be conducted by the agency;

_ propofed, authorized by thc leglﬂature and

invefted wx_thy fuch temporary powers as the

occafion ‘might require, In a time of

~ famlne 1t could net be conﬁdered a v101a-

tion of the laWS relatxve to property, to
give permiffion, even to the agencies of dif-
tant dlﬁrlc‘}:s, of growing a few acres of

Potatqcs.u'pqn an uncultivated common.

‘A greater difficulty occurs, how to fave

from tref_paﬂ'es the crop grown upoh_ fuch

? o - and burn them early, if fpring permit, and,
( - “with the afhes (other manures, as dung or
) | lime, would be uf_eful along with the a_fhes)
“to grow potatoes upon them : or fuch fuit- -
able plots mlght be dug or plowed, and fet
thh4

‘commons. But I apprehend, a temporafﬁr’ -

{fod fence, coped with ftones, and duly_
watched, might be {ufficient.. Ho&pvever,'

R

;n exgofed ﬁtuatlons commons ‘would not'

B3 | " be
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be favourable to the growth of an early

crop; and, in my opmron a more fure

and ecligible mode of growmg great quan-

tities of early potatoes will, under the foL \

lowmg head, be pointed out. Land,
tended to be pared ard burned for turmps

will be more ufefully referved for p'otatoes,’ |

if fpring permit early ﬁ‘ring,o.f the fo.ds., -

In regard to the third head to wit, a
degree of compulﬁon, ﬁmrlar to prefﬁng,
propofed to be employed in procurmg an
extraordmary fupply of food for the poor,

~ that is, any who ftand in abfolute need of

it, the enfmng fprmg or fummer :
The leoahty of the meafure may be drf—-
puted but the prmc1ple of 1t ‘and the ne-
ceﬁity for it, are at leaﬂ as valid as the
preﬂ’mg of farlors in time of war; I there-

fore propofe for the purpofe of growmg

early potatoes, and if uieful and neceiTary, |

any

[23]

any other crop, aé’cually to prefs every,

~ where a fufficient quantity of the beft arable

lands, in the moft favourable fituations for
.ploducmo them, and to reeorhpenfe “the
owner of fuch ‘lands by the fale of the

Crop, and' by the advancernent of pubhc |
money In prefling ground by this mode,
the prefling of the means of culture, and
fiich dung as may be wanted, is neeeiTary, |
confequence, -

~ But more efpecially the prefling of m‘ildk
is - recommended, Wthh fingly, Would be |
a great means’of 1emov1ng the dlﬁrefs ap-
prehended ;. thiat s, empowermg the dif-
ferent agenaes to hinder milk from being

made into butter and cheefe, as. ,they faw

requifite, in the dairies ,th‘rough». the king=

dom, and’referlvihg it for the ufe of the
poor. This food may be conveyed to a

confiderable diflance ; and there would be
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no difficulty in fixing upon a cheap mode of

colle&ing it from different dairiés, and con~
veying it where Wanted, in the neighbours

hoed. * It is plentiful through the kingdom ;

and where this is not the' cafe, there is. fufs

ficient grafs land mear great towns; upen
which milch cattle may be brought and
paﬁured, for affording this valuable {upply.

‘Though this mode may, perhaps, not.be
| thought praé’clca,ble for the relief of the

metropohs.

Thé farm‘e‘r:* s | fup‘pofed to be fully re-
compenfed for his milk, and- proper regu-

| Iatlons ‘made, fo as not to 1nJure him-in re- |

fpect of - rearing his calves :. lefs butter and

cheefe would .be madé, but neither is an ob-

ject of importance in the inflance of a
famine, or extreme general diftrefs.

[ _és". 1

In regard. to the- fourth head, -4 general
agency to be inflituted for the purpofe.of

carrying into effe€t whatever may be con~
ducive to femedy the prefent - evil ———-Thls
not ohly would be very ufeful, but mdeﬁ

| ‘f‘penfably neceiTary, to execute the feveral

I@‘ Would be part1Cularly ferV1ceable for the
purpofes menuoned under - the foregolng

head ; alfo to-collect and dlfpenfe fupplies,
or. rnagazmes of food, for the beneﬁt of the
poor, efpecially in the later period of the
prefent interval between the -hars)eﬁ-s 5 to
.:m'ge ‘and incite all perfons in- pratifing )
Tuch means as muft preVent unneceflary con- |

{fumption of . food, but cannot be enforced

by enading laws for-the. ‘purpofe ; to make
- application for private fubfcriptions, awaken
the fenfibility of thofe, whofe cireumftances

are competent ‘to afford them, and render
charity more humane, and generofity more

" liberal,
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hberal by feemg the: happy eﬁ'e&s of then‘ _
Abeneﬁcence. E / L

ThlS agency, perhaps, fhould be com-

pofed of - thofe mhab1tants of the dlﬂ"erent :
panfhes, who-are of - refpectable chara&crs

and abxhtxes : and two or more of thefe may

be umted as will be moft conVement- The

different : agenues thould cordlally co-operdte
in order to-afford rehef to thofe parts of :the
ééi;ﬁtry, which, from their fituation, " are

more eipbfed to ‘é;ip'efienc'c the effeéts of the

prefent:calamity. They might be inf’cif—utedv
~at firft, and continue to a¢t under the fanction
‘of the magiftrates. “The powers with- which:

it mxght be neceffary to inveft. them, and

. proper rules for their condu& -fhould be

fixed by the ]eglﬂa.ture, and hberty:allowﬁvcid

them of appointiﬁg proper perfons to exe-

cute the laborious part of -their office,: *

Iy
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In regard to. the fifth head, 1mp01tatxon\

of different articles of food ints the klngdom 5
—This cannot be too much attended to, nor
the e‘iport'xtlon of them too ﬁrléﬂy pre-

vented. thatevel-quantity-of ‘grain can be

procured from abroad, fhould be procuréd
by the merchant, or, if frequifite, - by: go-
vernment ; théym?eikirig every neceflary ex-

ertion for the purpofe. The different friendly". -
powers fhould be applied to for their a{ﬁﬁ- '
ance on the occafion s and a free importation
of all {orts of provifions " permitted, by re-

pealing, during a limited term; any laws,

which prevent the mtroduéhon of them
into the kingdom: Thus falt-mea’c and fith,

dried herrmgs and cheefe, mlght be pro-

cured, in conﬁderable quantities, Whlch

-~ would be very ferviceable. * A" Iarge fupp]y |

of forewn peafe, for bo1hng, would be of

great relief; as would a great importa-

txon of I'ICC the redu&mn of it’s prefent

- exorbltant :
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exorbitant price, by this means,- and the

more general ufe of it as food through the

- kingdom.: .. ... -

~In ré-gard” t‘o.the ﬁxthhead,\ elxtfaordit;ary

-advance of public money for aﬂ'oi'dihgi relief

in-'the'prefent diftrefs ;—This- feems more

than advxfable it is abfolutely neceﬁ‘ary,_
No-very large fum, when the purpofe is

confidered, granted\by th_c-legl.ﬂatm e, would

render a vfuifable ‘plan of relief certain of
~ producing the moft beneficial effes. It

fh@u]d be diftributed, Where relief is- moﬂc

__)Nanted and moft dxfﬁcu]t to be procured

This aid of" the legiflature would not pre-
vent private fubfcrlptmns which may and

thould be promoted in a more eﬁe&ual ‘man-

ner than they are at prefent, and Would only
" 'be more hbcral by the example of the les
giflature,

14y

It will be fufficient to mention, and leave

to your confideratjon, the propriety of grant-

ing a bounty, in order to procure a larger
importation of certain articles of food.  No
“doubt the prefent high prices of thefe are a

powerful incentive to 1mport them. On the’

other hand,” foreign prowﬁons will. rife in

price abroad, on the profpect of a demand |

for them from thlb country.

In regaxd to the feventh head the ﬁndmg

of proper fuccedaneums within ourfelves,
and not drawn from the vegetable kingdom,
for fupplymg the deficiency of the produce

of corn ;~—One effetual means would be,j "
kthe appropriation of a part of the money
granted by parliament, ‘to the purchafe of

animal food, to be employed more generally

than it is at prefent, in making foup for the
relief of the lower orders in populous vil-

Aages, as well as the greater towns and cities.

4 : ' o Another
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* Another means would be to graze, or bring

into.forward condition, by meadowing lefs
land, a greater proportion of youn g ftock,

‘theep or cattle 3 for thefe; in the later fum-

mer montlis, might be employed for foup,

if not fufficiently fat to be ufed as folid food.

Procuring. by the proper exertions an ex-

traordinary fupply from our home and fo-

reign fitheries, would be of great fervice

during the enfuing {fummer.

A vohintary reftraint ?may be mentioned
under the prefent head, a reftraint impofed
upon the appetite, which, by the rich, is not
rarely indulged at the coft of the health and

vigour of their conflitutions. Suppers are

a meal which many of them can dlfpenfe

‘with, until the return of harveft, and which
may be converted into a fubfcription, for the
relief of the lower orders. The army, efpe-

cially during a march, confumes too freely,

at

[ 31]

at this time of diftrefs, the prowﬁons of the
lcountry, fuch unneceﬂ'ary confumpnon may

be readlly prevented by the attention of the

.ofﬁcers. - ‘ o

In regard to the laft of the headé p;’opéfed

the reftoration of peace ;—1It would, in many"
vrefpe&s, unquef’clonably be conducive to the

removal of the prefent evil, 1 am perfuaded,
it is both in our power and our intereft, to
make it at the prefent perlod I profefs my-
felf fo far acquainted with the prefent fub-

ject, When I pofitively affirm, that the prac-

ticability is not actually perceived by govern-
ment,. as founded upon a folid bafis, of

| makmg a prefent peace, which will be more
durable and advantageous to this country, - k
than any peace hitherto expenenced Of

_confequence - it will be an honourable peace
to all parties, and equally defirable to_the”

Britith government and people, and to thc
French
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French nation and their allies.  I.truff, in
‘this affertion, I thall not appear to you to
‘be guilty of unpardonable prefumption, as
you know I have paid fome attention to the
means of advancmg the general Welfare of
.the natxon. ‘ ' |

L Th.e.intﬁodu&ion' of the {ubje&, tho‘ugh |
_certainly. pertinetit to the defign | treated of,
vls,jl ;con»fefs'," improper ; for it cannot be
- expected, _that the .legiﬂatu_re will adopt or
-even attend to the prOpoﬁtion‘v' But I may
-be perm1tted on all occafions, more efpecially

upon 1mportant {ubjecs, fuch as the refto-

‘xation of geace, and a Aalutary and moderate
- reform of the parliamentary reprefentation.
of  the people, to exprefs freely to you my

warm and earneft attachment to the true in-

terefts of my ‘-Country:; If only a fingle
‘hint, conveyed by the prefent defi gh;, thould
be of fervice, and tend to the relief of the

prefent

| I o33 1 |
prefent diftvefs, I fhall feel an additional
fatisfation to the honour I clalm of being
the fole author of the prefent new and folid

'fyf’tem of ﬁnance that of ralﬁng the fupphes
within the year, and the Income’ Tax. In

~ vindication of tlns claim, . Wl‘uCh is fo well

and clearly founds d, that it will hardly, and

' cannot- Juf’cly be difputed, I find my{elf

aé’cual ly, and ~contrary to ‘my mclinations,

| compelled fooner or later, to throw myfelf

upon the juftice and beni gnity of the pubhc :

for 4 gentleman of hlgh ftation has, in a
late and much celebrated pamphlet upon

| the ﬁate of the finances, ﬁudlouﬂy endea~

Voured to deny me. this honour, which he
well knows is my right ; which is infinitely

dear to me ; ; whlch 1s my {olace, under thofe

_ hardfhips, to Whlch I have ftlee&ed my~ \'

{elf, in confequence of my fincere and honeft

exertions to ferve my country:. .

¢ : \“HQS-."

[
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¢ Hos ego verficulos feci, tulit alter honores.-
¢ Sic vos non vobis nidificatis aves.
¢¢ Sic vos non vobis ve’llerafértis oves.
¢ Sic vos non vobis mellificatis apes.

< Sic vos non vobis fertis aratra boves.”’
I have the honour, Sir,
of being your much obliged

‘and moft obedient fervant,

'GEORGE EDWARDS.

“TO , .
ARTHUR YOUNG, Esa, T o

POST-

[ 35 ]

"POSTSCRIPT.

IT will not have efcaped ydur obferva-

tion, indeed it has been exprefsly'noticed,"

that the preceding plan is more immediately
calculatédx to anfwer a ca_‘fé;of univerfal dif-
trefs, as approaching to a flate of famine,
and .occafioned by actual failure of the ne-

- ceflary articles of food. However, whenv ,

the fubjet is confidered without unnecef-
fary alarm, there will not be found {ufficient
groun’ds for the {uppofition, ; that fuch a
perfect flate of mifery can exift in the king-

dom before the return of harveft s at leai’f

the means are abfolutely in our power,

which are adequate to Prevent it; and may
readily be rendered effetive, as, I truft, will
be evinced, by the foregoing deﬁgn. But
that actual and urgent diftrefs at prefent per-

co2 ~ vades



oo
ey

TR

p—— —
e e S S o
v

| [ 36 1
vades the kingdom, arifing from the great
difficulty of procuri'ng the neceﬂify articles

of food; and that - the {fame will continue,

and, unlefs prevented, in the courfe of the

year, becorne much greater, aretruths which

will be admitted on all :hands, .

But the-difficulty of procuring the necef-

E fqry artxcles of food arifes from their high

‘PI‘ICES as well as their-deficiency. Nay the
‘principal ‘caufe of the prefent evil is the

"ihiig'h prices of ‘the different 'argiéles of
- food, ‘which, though abfolutely neceffary

to their fubfiftence, the abilities of a con-

ﬁdei‘able "p~ar't of the lower orders are not

“able to purchafe. Iven a very large extra-

orﬂi"nary' impor%é{tion of corn will not be

adequate, to remove the prefent diftrefs, The

great demand at home for this article, which

will kéep"up until the harveft, the high
I‘:Iri’ce at which it will be bought abroad, the
: g o - expence

L %1
'expeﬁ‘ce of importing it, and of inland ‘car-

riage, and the profit of trade, '\}v‘hi't‘.’hfthe

‘merchant and 'his immediate cuftomers will

impofe upon it; muft neceflarily caufe it to
be fold at an exorbitant rate. Nor may the

prefent high prices of the different necéfTary .

articles of food be matema]]y reduced by

the return of harveft, at Ieaf’c not imme-

diately at this future period.  With the pre-
{ent evil there ‘co-operates anot‘xer fpecies of
urgent dlﬁrefs, in the h:gh and exceffive

prices of varlous-'other neceflaries and com-

fOrts of life, occaﬁoned by the vaft mcreafe /
of taxes and paroch1a1 burdens, and by the

great and immenfe capitals of numerous in-

div'idulals : employed in n’io‘ndnoly

Two V1€WS therefore,tprefem themfelves
as the means of removing or relieving the
evil of the prefent cafe; to Wit an mcreafe

of the quantity of the neceffary articles of

food, to be procured immediately, or as

foon

(o



R
T e

Iy

T e T T,

e e
SO o e

e

o

ST e,
TR
i

R e S

e

iy

SRS

T B

LEE

{oon as may be, by all the practicable means,

which it is in our power to employ for the
purpofe ; and the fale of ‘them at fufficient

- reduced prices to thofe individuals in the

lower claffes, who are not able to purchafe

them at their prefent high prices. A de-

- finite and adequate plan of relief, which
-~ will fully anfwer both thefe purpofes, is
neceffary, and fhould be defrifed, _fettled,

and carried into immediate effect, by the le-

giflature. R It fhould be fo con{’crué’ced, that

it can conveniently be extended or contracted,

as exigencies require; and be found fuffi-

cient, provided the evil prove greater than

is apprehended. at prefeﬁt. : The f{ketch of

fuch a Plan, as will embrace both thofe views, -

I beg your Ieave to propofe, and to take

upon a foxn¢What' reducéd {cale, from the
deﬁgﬁ explained more at lar'o“e in the pre-
c'eding letter. This, however, fhould be

curtalled with ploper caution.

-~ o ‘ ' The ,

[ 39 1

‘The agency therein recommended will be,

‘abfolutely necefTary, to procure and difpenfe

-the means of relief ; for we muft not think

of commlttmg this truft to the common

parith officers, nor will the magiftracy be

‘competent to the execution of it. Too much
attention cannot be paid to feveral of . the
propofals mentioned under the firft head ;

efpecially to that of making bread for fale
ata lower price, than that which correfponds

to the prefent hxgh price of corn, and dif-

tnbutmg it to the poor, under ‘proper regu-

lations. It W1H unqueﬁxonably be Very ufe-

ful to grow the prefent year an extraordmary

quantlty of potatoes ; and. by fome means
or othel this important obje& thould be car-
ricd into full effect. As there may be real
occafion in different parts of the country,

“there furely can be no ferious objection urged

to procuring, in the mode. recommended, a

fupply of new, or even of old or fkimmed
milk,
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milk. The importation of different articles certan parts of the Lounuy » a8 I fhall {how
immediately,

of food cannot be too much. promoted As
a fucceddneum for corn, if this cannot be
procured in fufficient quantity, more general
relief thould be afforded the. lower claffes,’
and extended through the kingdom, by
means of foup, made upon a proper econo-

mical plan.

T e T

The legiflature, which: pofTé{Tes ihe abfo-
lute’ power *of \'conf'errintT or withholding
it, muft feel it a duty, and its perfonal 7
honour concerned, to be humane, compaf—
f onate, and liberal, to the .people, under the-
preﬂ'ure of the prefent “calamity ; ~more
efpecially as it is the war, which js ‘one
of the prmc1pal caufes of the diftrefs. A
war | commenced and continued upon poli-
tical miotives, of the propnety of which .

| its members have themfelves dec1ded there-

. forea dzfcretxonary power thould, and will
certam]y be placed, in the hands of adml-a
niftration, to advance, accordmg as exigen- |
cies may require, public money, for the

purpofe of aifordmg relief to th {c
dxﬁrrefs o ; i
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A prmc1pal and leadmfr view {hould be
to. relieve ‘thofe in the lower orders, who
are not able to purchafe the neceffaries of

" life at their prefent high prices. The
‘means of accomplifhing this i-mportarit and
cbﬁdentialp object are the -‘voluntafy {ubfcrip-
tions, of perfons, whofe incomes are com-
petent ; and a parliamentary grant of public
money, as a hberahty, and in certain fitua-
tions as a loan; which is a very pra&lmblc

znode of relief, and abfolutely neceffary in
certain
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For priyate {ubfcriptions may be fuffi-

W"here they never would be able to pay for~

ff) . cient in the rich cities, and fertile parts of | “them, if thefe were advanced to them upon
‘f_f . the kingdom, to relieve thf: evil appre- - credit, at their prefent high prices. Such

l}] heflllded or tohpreVent thehm;?f:ﬁt}’l of 'r?ate- : : aétually is the cafe of the mining éountry

i rially encroaching upon the liberality of the - :

l legli}lrature. But thcic may be partz of the | \ '.;Zi: f t}:S plalce, mcentloned o the be-

i g of my letter ! Such is the real

i country, and thofe of f‘conﬁderable extent fituation of the extenfive foreft of Teefdale!

and population, which, from their general Such muft be the ﬁtuatxon of fimilar parts

ey
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poverty, will require liberal affiftance, or a of the kmgdom I

e

loan, or both - thefe, ~from government,

S

) _where private fubfcriptions cannot be pro-

e e

cured ; where, if procured, they would be
infufficient and ineffectual ; where indivi-
"dual fortunes are too much opprefled, i |
othexj refpects, as well as by the pre{ent
calamity, to be able to afford adequate re-
hef by a pan{h rate, to the diftreffes of the
poor, or labouring people ; where the inha-
bitants in general cannot, by their 1nduﬁry,'
acquire the means of purchafing, at their

prefent hlgh pnces the neceﬂ‘mes of life;
SR where :
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