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P APER

o ON THE
COPPER COIN.

AEV ER were the Lenity of
our Laws, and the Eafinels
el of our Tempers, {o fhame-
S fully abufed in any Inftance,
as at prefent in the Cafe
—_ of the Copper-Money. The
corruption of this Coin is one of thofe
- political Evils, which are thought to
merit no Regard till they become ex=
ceflive: It has now reached thai:PoinZi
! \ - an

xfw



and calls for all the Attention Excefs can
sntitle it to. The Defign of this Paper

is to give a true State of the Cafe, to

point out the publick and private il -
Confequences, and to propofe the moft

ohvious Remedy and Prevention.

" Of counterfeit Half-pence there . are
aow almoft infinite Sorts. Every Town

and Village has it's Mint, where many.

of our Mafter-ManufaGurers get them
ined as cheap as they can for their own

U/t to pay their Workmen with. Each
endeavours the under-coin his Rival, in

order to under-fell him in-his Trade. The

4

Name given thefe Half-pence has affixed

the Infamy very injurioufly to one Town.
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The Evil might poflibly begin ‘there.

Their Artifts are ingenious,: .and ’_tlgeir
Merchants particularly happy in {triking
out new Branches of Trade. .

The Sort 1 fhall firft examine are
thofe with which ‘the “Coipers. began,

the Imitations of the-old, King William’s

Halfpence.  Thefe being obferved - to ||

want about one in four of the Weight

of new ones, gave. an hint to the ,,In-*
genious, to melt down the New and ! re-
‘coin - them after the Old. Three new

Halfpence from the Mint weigh a full
Qunce, as you may be convinced by

trying’

(R
trying them againft a Crown. Four
old ones are about the. fame Weight,
confequently the Artift gained clear an
Half-penny in Two-pence, or Three-
pence in a Shilling by the Operation,
if he melted the Mint Half-pence.
The Profit to the Mint is a little above
one Penny in a Shilling. By ufing
common Copper he took in this Profit
alfo, and made an Advantage-of Four-

pence in a Shilling; a Temptation ’
firong enough to overcome the Dread of

a Gaol, to one perhaps not accuftomed

~to better Lodgings or better Company.
- The Confequence was, that we had
~ prodigious Quantities coined in a very

fhort time: And as they were nearly as
good as the old ones they pafled un-

- diftinguifhed, and the Lofs was folely

to the Mint. The Remedy was eafy in
the beginning, by crying down or callin
in the old Half-pence, and all Imitations

“of them, which ought to be done about
‘once in thirty Years to prevent this Abufe

hereafter.

The next in ‘Goodnefs to thefe, are a:l,
Sort made after the model of the new

'Half-pence coined fince the Year 1736 ;
“the Counterfeit is full as large and heavy
- as the true one.  The Deficiency is not

A2 n
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in Weight but in Goodnefs of Metals

they yield about three-fourths Copper, -
the temaining fourth being Drofs or Lead

of no value at all: The Coiner’s Gain in
thefe is Four-pence as before Three-
pence by deficiency of Copper, and the
one Penny allowed the Mint. |
In a little time the Coiners of bot
thefe found themfelves under-fold by the
Inventors of a third kind, in which both
the Imperfections of the others were
united 5 they are: as deficient 'in Weight
as the firft, and in Goodnefs as the laft,
and the Coiner’s Profit therefore Seven-
pence in a Shilling; thefe were chiefly
after the model of the old Half-pence,

- and thofe coined in the Years 1719 and

171Q. , S
About this time the Mafter-Workmen

found it would anfwer to purchafe them

to pay their Hands. Great part of them

£l into the Trade. The Artifts fur-

nithed them at the rate of Fifteen-pence

for a Shilling, referving a Profit of Four-

Jence to themfclves. Coining now grew
a confiderable Bufinefs, and Coiners mul-
tiplied apace.
afford to under-fell their fimple Neigh-

bours by this lucky hit about twenty per-

Cent. Many Hands fell daily into the
| ~ Bufinefs,

Our honéft Mafters could

[ 5]

Bufinefs, and the common Confe
enfued, the Goods were madi’qgjcr)lri’z
“and worfe ; to enumerate all the variet
would be endlefs. - I fhall content m ):
felf with defcribing the worft of themn
at leaft the worft I have feen, and whic};
I hope will fpoil the Trade: This is
dated 1748, a pretty large Coin, and
if not too much worn, of a good Cc")pper-
Colour. If you put it in a common
Flrcj,—{hgvel over a moderate Fire, it turns
whlte.,m,{’cantly, and will run very foon
After it has been {lightly heated you ma3;
bend it with eafe in your Hand ; fo
much does the bafe Mixture prevail in

- this, that there is fcarce an eighth Part

Copper, -nor a full Ounce in a Shilling’s- -
worth. I hope this is the worft they

- can make.

It wiil require no great fkill in Num-
bers, to difcover how many of each fort
a '.I‘l:adqua'n ought to demand for a
Shilling, or it’s worth in Goods, and a -
Workman for his Day. "You have from
the Mint an Ounce of Copper for three
Half-pence, or eight Ounces for a Shil-
ling, and fo much your Shilling is reaﬂy
Wgrth. Now in the laft-mentioned Sort
twenty-four yield one Ounce, therefore
c:ghtz times twenty-four, or 192, yield

: " eight
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eicht Ounces. So many you muft re-
:Illgember to demand whenever -thefe
Half-pence are offered, except you -

chufe to fell your Goods for an eighth
part of their Worth, or to take three
Half-pence for a Shilling, and that is
perhaps more than you will get for
gwenty-four of them, after this Infa-
cuation is over. I will not promife that
you fhall always find eight Ounces of
Copper even in two hundred.-of them;

but I dare engage you will never fail

doing it in twenty-four of King George’s,

~ without the trouble of melting.

The firft apparent ill Confequence to
the Publick from the immoderate Practice
of this Robbery is, that within thefe

two Years the Copper-coin is more than

trebled, and the Silver much decreafed:

Now Silver being of univerfal Value, |

and Copper not, the Exchange muft be
regarded as a national Lofs. Before
this Nufance began, we never found it

neceflary to take more than, Five-pence

half-penny in Copper in the. change Qf
‘2 Shilling; or (putting the medium of
~Exchanges at Ninc-pence) .Threenlgence
would be in’ Copper and Six-pence. over
_in Silver; but of late the wholc Nine-
‘pence is always in Copper. Not to

‘ mention

L 7]
mention that we are often forced to
take five times that quantity in Pay-
ments. of eight or ten Shillings, which
formerly were wholly in Silver : So that
I am fure I {peak much lefs than the
Truth, when I fay we bhave three
Half-pence now for. one we had two.
Years ago, and that the Coppet-coin is:

} webled. "

The People of England, at the loweft
Computation, are ‘fuppofed- .to be five
Millions, or a Million. of  Families,
allowing five to: each. 'Fhe leaft pro-

| portion of Copper we. could carry on

our Dealings with before this Inun-
dation, was. faid to be about two Shil-
lings . in: Change amongft every five,
or one- hundred thoufand Pounds in

| the whole.- We have now therefore

in the Nation' three hundred thoufand
Pounds in Copper, and the Silver, to
the amount of- Two, is gone in ex~
change. - - ] .
- So much as the Copper wants in
Truth, or proportional Value of the Silver
given for it;; we may certainly fay is
clear- Lofs. to the Nation. A Pound

~of Silver ought to buy forty-feven

Pounds and upwards of genuine Copper.
We will allow thefe Half-pence to
. | . yield,
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yield, one with another, "2 third of
good Metal ; the Lofs is therefore two

thirds, or above 'one\hundred,and\thirty-

two thoufand Pounds in t.he vyhole:
~ The Profit to ‘the Mint in coining
two hundred thoufand Pounds worth

 of Half-pence, is at leaft twenty thou-
- fand Pognds, if we fuppofe but '_X;tslc
above a Penny gained in a Shilling’s-.

worth,  Such’ a. Quantity coined by
the Mint, would require fourteen hun-
' at one hundred

and forty Pounds a Tun, which would
have helped our Copper-Works: - .at
Home. .

. To fet the national Lofs in the

firongeft Light, 1 may be allowed to
fappofe all thele Half-pence imported
by the Dutch : Nor indeed is° there
any room 1O queftion but they have
made their Advantage of our Folly.
1t is faid to be contrary to the Faith
of Nations, tO meddle with: each

other’s Coin 3 but if we will .give |

forty per Cent. more than the Value

for Copper, under any Form what-

ever, the Dutchman is too good 2

Trader not to £211 into the Buﬁncfg

- and fend us the. Goods. When  the

Publick is robbed, it matters not . by
~ what

cight Shillings in the: Pound?  Was
o B the

what = Countryman. . Holland is the
known Receptacle of all publick Rob-

 bers.~ None: are :fuch Fugitives as your |
. QCoiners.: We -cannot doubt, * but - all

who have gained by this Cheat, will
tranfport themfelves and “their . Fortunes

thither. However, if it will alleviate
 the Lofs: to'believe our Friends at Home
the Authors; 1 will fuppofe (if I may

be patdoned: for it) that our Govern-

ment has iffucd: out thefe Half-pence;

arid granted 4 Patent to fome Favourite

to také up our Silver at one hun- -

dred and fifty thoufand Pounds Profit;
in two hundred: Can any of you bear

‘the Thought with Patience? Now. is

the Lofs les real or provoking, be-
caufe it procéeds from thofe who have
no Authority, from Knaves and Ene-
mies, who are too cufining for s,
and not from Friends too firong for

. us? -It was thought a Grievance fuffi-

cient to throw all Jreland into a Flame,
that one Hard-ware-mdn was permit-
ted to coin good Copper to a Profit
of Eight-pence in the. Pound. - Now

is it more or lefs grievods, that a
thoufand Waoods, - without Pérmiffion,
fhould coin' bad Copper to a Profit of
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" the Quantity he was allowed, thought
~ rather more than they ,Wanted ?. Are
- not we three Times as numerous, and

bave we not had twice as much’ as

our Occafions, obtruded upon us, and is

not the Evil in this Light fix Times as
great? i o
I think it a worfe Confequence
than the Lofs of our Silver, that this

_Villainy: has given Knaves an Oppor-
~tunity of gaining immoderately be-

yond honeft Men. Whatever may be.

 pleaded -in behalf of the Coiner, as

ithe Force of Want, the Ingenuity of
his Art, his Ignorance of nice Rules
of Morality, and any other Argu-
ment Humanity might fuggeft. Cer-
tainly nothing can be faid in Defence

of the Manufaturer that employs the -

Coiner. 'To common Senfe the Mafter
is the only Perfon guilty; the Coiner
is only a Servant, who has neither
a Stock to buy Metal, nor a Trade to

pafs off his Coin, without the Af-

fiftance of his Mafter. Thefe En-
groffers of Robbery multiply the Evil,

and render it fatal. A fingle Coiner
- gannot fupply them, he muft make
his Fraud a Trade, and call'in more -
Hands: Here is a Stock offered to

fupport,

[ 11 ] _
fapport, and a Power to prote¢t him;
Hence a thoufind Half-pence are made

- inftead of one, and thofe much worfe
~ than he durft.coin who was to offer
- them at. the hazard of his Liberty.
- The Mafter calculates the Amount of -
- the ‘Cheat, and . ftates, with Accuracy,

the Sum he fteals. ‘The Coiner, if
left to himfelf, would make them as
good as he could afford, without know-

- ing exaltly what he gained : This would

be - perhaps - according to  the Negli-
gence or Folly of the Receiver. It is
not ‘the Publick, by an indefinite Name,
which the Mafter cheats; but par-"
ticular Men, his poor ‘Neighbours ¢ -
Not Enemies: or Strangers; but his own

Workmen and Servants, to. whofe La-
bour he is obliged for his Luxury and

Eafe. o

‘Some Perfons I have heard defend

this bafe Practice thus: To work cheap,
is all our manufa@uring Laws aim at,
and this End may as well be gained by
a clever Impofition as-any other way.

If the Labourer will not work  for -
lefs than a Shilling a Day, pay him in

. bafe Money, and let. him ‘call Nine-

pence a Shilling for a while: At the
Ttnd of the Year, he will find he
C B2 | -~ has
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is lowering ' Wages.

T

6 the Butcher, Baker, Huckfter; and :

a Stop perhaps till it amounts:.toi &«

 Commodities dearer hereafter to.make.

[ 2]

has really, worked for Nine-pence;
Day. This is too frivolous. to - deferve:
a calm 5‘A;1_]f'yv§,1_‘} - Firft, WhQ is, it that!
have their Work dofe cheaper by this:
Traud? ‘The trac Enghfb. Merchant.
has the Principles of :a Nobleman, and’
will be above defcending :to. fuch Bafe-

..... R

nefs. Heaven forbid, it fhould be Na-
tomal, fo a5 to affect the Trade of:
Eingland.—Non tali Auxilio.~1f it was,
Oﬂce genera}, thc Eﬁ‘ea“ WQU}d Ceafcd ’(
The Labourer, cannot ,long . give. one.
Value to Money, and the'Merchant;
another, . Indeed it, s rather, an abufe.
of Words, to fay, that. lowering Money:

verir . But when® is.. the :

"Not till: the - Half

ence ceafe, to pafs. as ‘genuine. and.cof. ||
full Value, -and then _only for fach.a, ||
Quantity as the Labourer happens. to". ||
have in Hand. Naow this Coin is.in
continual Motion = from. the. Labourer -

Money lowered .

Brewer, In thefe. Hands it makes

Sum : - They therefore are moft likely:
to be the Lofers, and ‘muft Aell: their. .

up.the, Lofs; Therefore ‘Wages..muft,
be, raifed, fince he ghat” works. ;will::
T S _ contipue

[13]

contindie to cat-and’ drink ‘the ufual
Qj;lant:ify.-_ o B :
“The: loweft - Members! of thHe " mer=
cantile ‘Wopld are ‘the Itinerant Mer=
chants of all Sorts, who depend ‘upot¥’
the Receipts .of the Day, for their Sub-
fiftence at Night, and’ their next Day’y
Stock.: All of this-' Order. apply;" like
the. Labourers, to the Huckfter'to “flrs
nifh them both with-Wares . and“Food..
If we trace the Money: of the’ ‘Poor, “we.
fhall always find. it to cénter-heré!" This
ufeful> Clafs will - be prificipal” Stfferers,

* wheénever -the' Day- of - Account ' arrives.”

It is.in their Powet: to put ‘a’ Stop-to:

care-in - Time: - Icannot fuppofe them:

willing : to part: with- their: Wares' for’
Counters to-divert their Children. i Coms -
mon. Senfe is faid to- be ‘peculiarly * the
Gift -of icommon Men = So far -as their "
Intereft is immediately affeCted, one:
muft allow their- Senfes ‘and. Paflions

~ are quick- enough.; but if the“Euil is

~ ever-.{o- little diftant, they .are. ‘very apt "

to lofé Sight of it.. When once: this.
Mifchief touches: their Purfes; and they
fee - themfelves - adtually reduced “tolofe”
Nifie-pence i a Shilling;. their - their. |

Eyes will be -opened, - and" ‘their ‘Com="
| - plaing
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plaint and Refentment loud enoﬁgh’

It has gone fuch Lengths, that I fear
the Lofs to Individuals will be greater
~than they will bear with ptopcr Pa-

thﬂCﬁ. :

T have fometnmes thought it ﬁrange,;_
that the counterfeiting of the higher

Coins. 'fhould be fo- fatally punithed,

‘Robbery,

ever aftually brought into Pradice in
~the "higher Species.
~ever loft an hundred and fifty

and the fame Crime on Copper {o

little regarded. . The Crime, confidered

in 'a. moral nght is equal. To, write

the King’s Name, and: to imitate his

Hand-writing, is certainly Forgery: To

do this to atteft a Falthood is Treafon;
et the. Metal be what it will,
peat this on a thoufand Pieces, is cer= .
But Law--

To re=-

tainly adding to the Crime.
givers - proportion their Punifhments to

the Confequences of Crimes, not  their

moral « Differences. . 1 thmk it. ;may
fairly be made a |

equal to the prefent, was

fand Pounds in two Years by.the Coiners
of Gold and Silver?

ing

“the lower or higher Sorts.

‘greater Severlt

‘liable to be counterfeited :

Queftion, whether a

"Has the Nation
thou-

In. the Crime -
of Robbery, I fee no difference, whe-
ther you defraud the Pubhck by coin-

~ing one Shilling, two * Sxx-pences or

twenty-four Half-pence. ' All ‘other
Countries hold their Coin facred, and
every Offence is-capital, whether "in
In moft
the Laws prohibit with
"Evils moft likely to
The Copper-Coin  is' moft
It is in the
moft and worft Hands; twenty-four
Half-pence  are ufed for ‘one Shilling, -
and thofe by the Vulgar. The Ma-
terials to counterfeit it are more at hand

other Cafes,
happen.

| to every one; the Profit is great: When

once begun,. we have feen, it fpreads
like a Deluge, and infe@s not the lower
only, but the higher Orders alfo; and
the' Lofs falls chiefly on the pooreft
and moft ufeful Parc the Common-
wealth. The Methods' of counterfeit-
ing are more -various, and Men are
lefs likely to difcover the Cheat, by

~their greater Caréleflnefs in recelvmg

it.. For all thefe Reafons, I fear the
Crime  will: never bc at an End, ex-

: : - cept
~ * The fame Ufe Is now makmg of . the old

Six-pences at Birmingham, which they. are juft
beginning to counterfeit, and as it was with the’

¢ -

Half-pence at firft, they make them as neir as ;

good as the true ones at prefent ; but we muft foon
SXPC& to fee them degeneratc,
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;‘;:epta» thfci-:v- Panithment for all Coiners,

o ‘ , - emplo
i, - and for all who = employ

that Punifhment, Tranfportation fgr .

‘Life’ LR . . 3 N ';-v ’.
It is more humane to prevent Crimes

than 'to punifh thems it is often eafier

too. 'The Perfon of the Coiner is feldom

" to be met with; Money paffes quick

from Hand to Hand, and the firft Ut-

terer is foon uncertain; 1f the firft Re-~

-iver could be obliged to ufe his Senfes,
f;)ead Coins would be ftopt at firfk Hand.
No Man receives Money, but tqut.t.{,elr
it again. The Laws therefore to puniih
the Receiver’s Negledt, i1n{v.olves hll}l in
the fame Guilt with the Cpmcr,-_,: as | oon
as he utters it. The Utterer ~1nayllnot
be the Coiner: Common’ Senfe allows
this, which is ftronger than a Legxﬂam{?
and never executes a bad Law: -This

is ‘th@fefore ineffecual ; fill thc_Réc‘eivet :

is the proper Perfon in whom this Mif-

chicf is to be ftopped; but the Law

muft not be too fevere to be executed:
T¢ has alfo a further .Deﬁglency,!for it
brings. no .Advantage to’ him. who e;lc:.a
cutes it. Now no Man will' bring Dis

“he

£¢

£<

s¢

7]

~ he deferves, when he gets nothing by it

himfelf. | D

- There are always two Perfons con-
cerned in-paffing forward a bad Coin:
He who pays it, and he who receives.
Nothing can be eafier, than to make one
a guard upon the other. The Receiver
muft be tempted by his. Intereft to ac~
cufe him that pays; but then the Punifh-
ment muft. be proportioned to the Of-
fence, and muft bring a Lofs to- the

~Guilty, and an Advantage to. the Be-

trayer. ~ o

"The Method is {o obvious every Body
muft have thought of it. Let it refem-
ble the late one to prevent profane Curfing

- and Swearing in all efpe@s, but that
- the Forfeitare thall go to the Informer.

¢ Whoever, after the firf} of July next,
« foall receive a counterfeit Half-penny,

* and make Oath thereof before a Fuftice

“ of Peace within a Week, informing bim .
of the Particulars, of Time, Place,
and Perfon, [ball be impowered by
Warrant to receive a Shilling for fuch
Half-penny to bis own Ufe, of the Per-
“ fon who paid it bim. If be bas bad two
“ imtpofed upon bim at the fame Time, be
“ fball receive two Shillings for each;

“3f three, three Shillings for each soand
o C | /» {3 ﬁ

(49
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‘< o forward, the Number of Shillings

< forfeited for each Half-penny, to be
<« ‘glways equal 0 the Number: uttered 3

< and this to the fole Ufe of the injured

<« Perfon; except be be a Stranger or in-

< famous, in fich cafe 20 the Poor of the

<« Parifh.” : , A
1t may be proper to: avoid the Word

nformer. Copper being the Money of
" the Vulgar, we fhall foon {fee Convictions
~ frequent enough, ¢ill they are taught 2
- proper Caution in receiving and uitering.

Now, if there is none to UL, there

will be nobody to coin.

Perhaps the Penalty ought to be in-

'}largcd on all Officers of the Excife,
Gatherers of Land-Tax, Window-Tax,
and Poor’s Rates; Servants of Turnpikes,

and Penny—Poﬂ:; becaufe they are moft
likely to receive bad Half-pence, and

muft therefore be.more {trongly forbid.

In order that every Perfon may more
certainly diftinguifh the Counterfeit from

Genuine, it 'may be thought neceffary to |
cry down or prohibit, all ¢he old Half- |

pence, and thofe  called Birmingham
Half-pence, and to fupply their Place
with a Quantity new from the Mint,
as near the worth of ‘Copper as poflible.

Some

Some fimilar Method muft be ufed

with relation to the Receivers
relat t 5 of bad
or diminithed Gold Coin, wbhich Ezil

increafes daily. The receiving of bad

Coin muft be the Object of the Law-
giver, not the Coining. The Punifh-
ment muft be that of Negligence, not

’. of Bribery.
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