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A

| THE |
EXPEDIENCY
 Of allowing the
EXPORTATION OF CORN, &e.

HE Legiflature of thefe kingdoms

-4 having lately pafled a temporary act

to prohibit the Exportation of Corn, that
time may be gained for a due confidera-
tion of the expediency, either of continu-
ing the embargo, or allowing exporta-

tion; I fhall venture a few obfervations

on the fubjeét,-and endeavour to elu-
cidate thofe circumftances, which at pre-
fent call moft for the attention of thofe
whofe fituation gives them a voice in the
decifion of fo important an affair. |

No law, however manifeft and acknow-
ledged its utility, can ever be expected to

- pafs without exciting the diffatistation
and clamour of fuch as are, or think
themfelves, injured by.it. 'The allowing.

a free export from this kingdom, and
| B | the
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the granting a bounty on it, at certaim
prices, have of late occafioned numerous
difguifitions :~-—we have had divers
papers and pamphlets publithed againft

" {uch meafures: every art-———every fal-

lacy has been ufed to mifreprefent the
real tendency of fuch laws ; and as they
do not admit a mathematical proof in the
demonflration of cvery tittle of their ex-

cellence, fome impartial men have quef=

tioned their propriety; which, as in other
cafes of the fame fort, has occafioned an
echoed clamour from fuch as are, or be-

‘lieve themfelves to be interefted; with
no {light contributions from others, who

chufe, whatever the fubje, to offer their
opinion on the talk of the day. Were

the whole a matter of amufement, or of

but {light importance, the confequences

would not be feared, but when the moft ‘
- capital interefts of the ftate are concerned,

it much behoves every man to be cautious
of too quickly determining on which fide
of the queftion to arrange himfelf,

. T have in another place * endeavoured
to prove, that the corn trade of Britain
is,~——1 beg pardon, has been one of the

% Farmer's Lettersy fecond editjon, pagé 51. |
- , moft
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imoft valuable the ever poffefled ; that it
has, fince the bounty was firft gfanted,
brought immenf¢ fums into the kingdom,
near forty millions fterling to the year
17655 ¢ T have there fhewn how infinitely
valuable this trade has béen-as a branch:
of commerce i but as the fevereft-enemies
of the bounty, either affent €6 {uch indu-

bitable fals, or pafs them over, I {hall con-
fine myfelf at prefent to the other effetts

of thefe meafures ; and which are now

the moft agitated.

Tt is afferted, That the old corn laws
paife the price of bread, and provifions
in general——=" S

Wihich occafions the high price of ma«

- aufa@uring labour——

‘And theréby caufes the lofs. of trade

by competition v‘ifithiforeig‘ﬁéf‘éivhofé men

work cheapét.

This is the train ifi which the argu=

thent has fo often been thrown: It looks

pretty enough, and feems’ cot}ﬁﬁéﬁt to
thofe who will for ever plague themfelves
with: theories and never recur to facts.

. The gradatioﬁ-éf"’thé"prfiées'f of wheat

at Windfor for 16q yearsis as follows.
B2 - From
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oL . Years L. s d. Years L. s d

From ¥594 to 1612 19 2 2 § ' ’

1613t0 1637 25 2 7 4 %69 285

1638 to 1662 25 2 15 8

1663 t0 1687 25 2.5 3 25 253

1688 to1712 25 2 8 5 )

1713t 1737 25 2 O 7 '¢%75 2 2§

1738 to 1762 25 1 18 2 J

This little table thews the real flate of
prices *, and proves upon the whole, that
the bounty on the exportation (which
began in 1688) has caufed a regular de-
cline of price. ~If exportation, and the
bounty raifed the price=——when both ran
at the higheft ever known, we ‘muft
{urely look for its effe&? the fol-
lowing table will anfwer this quere.

Years, Bounty. Price.’
1746 ——— 99,388 — 1 19 O -
1748 ——— 202,637 — I 17 O
1749 —— 228,566 — 1 16 ©
1750 —— 326,405 — 1 12 6

* 1763 —— o g
17762 ________2 6 g Losid.

1765 ——— 2 14 o AVerage 2 76

1766 ——— 2 8 6 :
‘Which is lefs than many of the preceding periods g
is undoubtedly a moderate rate, and under what
was the parliamentary price : Yet has it occafioned
much murmuring, "Why? Becaufe murmuring

and riots have been regarded : ~——no fear of your -

having enough of them. ;
2 Here

i
)
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Here we find the price falls at Jome in
proportion to the quantity fent abroad.

But it is aflerted *, that the comparifon,
between the prices of wheat at different
periods fhould be confined to 20 years
before, and 21 years after ‘the bounty ;
in which periods it is (falfely) faid, that
wheat arofe 64. per quarter on the boun-
ty : .but the fame candid author chufes to
forget an argument that has more than

once overturned this miftaken idea. In
the 25 years before the bounty, a duty

was firft laid on the importation of corn,
which with two others afterwards amount-
ed almoft to a prohibition : thefe mea-

fures partook fo much of the nature of a

bounty, that wheat, which had for many
years been rifing, then dropt 104. a quar-
ter.  So that fuch a comparifon would be

abfolutely inconclufive. It is principally
for this reafon that the decline of pricein’

the laft 75 years of the above table, ‘is fo
much lefs than the fall from the firft
period to the fecond. It is ‘of the fame

.

# Conﬁdéra_tions on the Exportation of corn.
1770. page. 35.

period;
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| tremely defirous of provihg that wheat

()
period, and inthe fame file that another¥,
after the minutenefs of a folio of calcu~
lation, tells us from the low price of corn

in the reign of James II, that.pasience

would have brought on a. plenty, and-a
cheapnefs of grain—-— without any’ ex~
pence fo the govermxzent tacitly giving
up the point which he has fo-laboured to
defend: by owning. that the plenty and
cheapnefs: was brought on; though fwzz‘/J
an. e‘cpence to- governmenf. : :

In another place T, he fays, the proper
period for comparilon,- is. the reign of
James I. that is,.an age in which intereft
of money, was 8% per cent. and:the com-
merce and riches of Britain contemptible,
compared with what they have been fince
the bounty: was granted:' what trifling
to compare the prices of wheat: between
two periods, in one of which, land fold
at 14 years purchafe, in‘the‘'otherat 30

But whence comes it that thefe and
numerous other writers {hould be fo ex=

4

* An Enquiry into the przces of wbeat, malt, &ec. ,

‘has -

P 6%:. + Page 43,
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has been dearer. f{ince, than before the

bounty—-——~th0u0h the excefs they flrive

for, amounts only to 64. a quarter?
this point being aimed {fo much at, thews
plainly that they think it of the utmoft
importance. But what f{ay they to the
rife of every thing.but wheat? "‘Why has
the intereft of money fallen ?—the rent of
land,——rates of beef’ mutton—-—
pork manufactures, &c. rifen fo
high fince the revolution ? -why becaufe
the riches “of the nation have increafed,
confequently the value of money fallen :
but as this caufe is equally applicable to
wheat, as to other commodities; how

- comes it that that fthould, inftead of ri=
or, to grant the po=

fing, have funk,
{itions' of thefe writers, have arofe only
6d. a quarter? -

The intereft of money marks the in-
creafe of commerce, of income, of wealth;
and in a word, of that aggregate im-
prove:ment which raifes all prices, In
the fourfcore years, from 1524 to 1604,
intereft- was g/ 16s. per cent. the fall
to 1760 ‘has been gradual and regular,
to 3/ 135, 643 or about one third of thé
former height ; whereas the price of land

) ’W&S, abQut the firft period, 10 years pur-

2 chale,
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chafe, and in 1760 about 30, which is
exa@ly in proportion to the intereft of
money. In the 30 years from 1660 to
16go intereft was £7 6 6, and land at
22 L years purchafe, beef and pork were
about 1 5. 2 4. per flone, ‘and mutton 1 s
4 d.: whereas from 1730 to 1760 beef
and mutton were 2 & and pork 25,64,

The rife from the firft 30

- frft 300 0 éfCent;
years to the fecond is'in beef } 71 per ]

- Ditto in mutton - - 50 per Cent.
Ditto inpork - - - 314 per Cent.
Medium. - - - %8 per Cent.

~ Medium of mutton and beef 60 per Cent.

 TIntereft is fallen juft an half, which
bears no unexaé proportion to this
rife of mutton and beef; which are
perhaps better guides than pork; from
the variations in the amount of the

navy.

From hence we have the greateft rea-

{fon to judge,. that wheat thould be in the
fame predicament, unlefs fome peculiar
meafure had been ufed with it. In the
30 years preceding 1690, the price was

L1 16 3; the rife of 60 per cent.
would have made it in the laft 30
| : - years.

' .So that th‘é fall iﬁ fhe pricé}

years = - = = [ 2 17 11

Whereas it wasonly - 1 9 5

has been - -

That -1 fix upon the period iz_vhich
makes the leaft for my argument (accor-
ding to the ideas of thefe writers them-

felves) will appear from: the heighth of

the bounty, in that ending in 1760; for
in thofe 30 years no lefs was paid in

“bounty than [3,613,115, whereas it

never arofe in any other 30 years to more
than /1,800,000, and yet, notwith-
ftanding the exportation of {fuch immenfe
quantities to ffarve our own poor, did
wheat ftand at £1 8 6 Jower price than
it ought to have done according to the
rife of every thing elfe: I'fay every thing,
for tho’ T have calculated from beef and
mutton— yet labour, rent, cattle, &c.

~&c. — all are rifen as high, and fome

much higher.’ :

But it is faid that the bounty has been
the occafion of that general nfe, for if
you make a fcarcity in one article of food
it will heighten all the reft. 'This it muft
be confefled is a very curious argument
7~ for, granting afalfe pofition, how

! e R ety

8 6
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very confonant to common fenfe, does
it found, that the exporting immenie
quantities of one fort of food fhould raife
that fort only 64.in forty three fhillings,
which is not 1 % per cent. and yet raife
other articles 6o per cent! ——— Such
is the reafoning of thefe writers ; but
there is no neceflity to take them from.
their {lippery ground of falfified facts o
fight them fairly with the weapons of'
feafon. 1 have fhewn from facts that
the pofition is falfe —— that the expor=
tation could not poffibly ra7fe the price of

beef, mutton and labour, 'While it funk

*that of wheat and this upon their
own principles, ‘which are juft, however
falfe their conclufions may be, that raif-
ing the price of one article of’ faod col+

Literally raifes all others.,

: This opens a fiew view of‘ﬂae ﬁi;.bje&;
wheat has fallen greatly fince exportation:

this is the real fac: nor -could it {o re=.

gularly happen, without having the ef-
fe& of finking the rates of the other arti-
cles of provifion : fo that we do not fee
the prices which beef, mutton, &c. would
‘Tave yiélded had no bounty taken place
- the rife, inftead of 6o or 70, might
probably-have been 100pér cent.— =

( 13 )

it has been faid, how can fuch iargé_.'
-quantities of corn be annually .€Xp€‘>rted,t

without the farmers being thereby encou=-

‘raged to breakup pafture lands too much,,

for the converting them to the raifing of
corn: And that farmers make 7o per

cent. profit by the bounty. It is here

again taken for granted, that their. en=
couragement arifes : from high prices:
But in anfwer to this obfervation I mufk
firft obferve, that the way in which the
bounty has encouraged and raifed the

agriculture of Britain to its prefent.
heighth, has not been by bigh prices, but

by regular prices. . That corn, has been
the cheaper for the bounty, is a fa& in=

dubitable, and that. will admit not of |

contrary proof in whatever manner facls

are difforted : the profit of the farmer

has therefore been the regularity of price;
and the certainty of no foreign competi-

tion in his own markets. Before the 25

years preceding the bounty; prices, tho’
very high in the average, were yet un-
commonly low 1n certain years, even to
2§ 5.2 Qr. —— And the ruinousmilchief
.of this, was the circumftance of fuch low
prices being as often occafionied by im=
portations from abroad, as by bad crops

“at home, fo that when the-farmers ought

G2 o
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- to have had an high price, they recewed

frequently a very low one. No height
of price apparent in an average of many
years could make amends for fuch. fatal
fluGuations: .for the bufinefs of agricul-
ture being in ‘general carried on by. men
with very. fmall ftocks. in trade, regularity
of price is by far the moft advantageous

~ circumflance to them, or at leai‘c an ‘ex- -

cluﬁon of bw prlces.

Attrlbutmg the high price of butcher’s

meat to the advantages reaped by -the
farmers from the exportation of corn, is

an extreme falfe idea. - Great quantities

‘of beef arife from two fources, SUMMER
'GRAZING on 7ich meadow and. pafture

| ‘and WINTER GRAZING On turneps,
oil cakes, and various other” articles of
food. Now let me afk any unprejudlced
man, how the greateft advantages in rai-
fing corn can affet either of thefe {four-

ces. To talk of farmers ploughing up .
rich meadow and pafture land on account
of advantageq accruing from the culture
of corn, . is fo manifeft an abfurdlty, that

it thews thefe writers to be ‘totally igno-
rant of country bufinefs ; Such land lets

- from 10 to 30+, anacremore than the ara-
ble.adjoining ——— it is a likely matter,

= , . : that

( 1.5: b

that landlords would allow ﬁzcb to be |

plouwhed up ! !

“The other fource of the plentv‘ of beef,
viz. winter ﬁzz‘z‘zng, is indubitably enlar-
ged by an increafe of the culture of corn
it is even in exack proportion to it.
Advantages in the corn trade, have oc-
cafioned very extenfive tralts of wafte
lands to be inclofed and cultivated. But
cultivated for what? Do they imagine
for corn alone ? Nothing farther. 'The

~corn laws have brought into culture more
waflte acres ‘in Norfolk alone, than “are
{ufficient to anfwer the whole cxportatxem

of Britain : -and yet thofe acres. have fur-u
‘nithed Smithfield with a quan‘uty of mut-

ton and beef proportioned to that of their

corn.” Upon all thofe lands only twe
crops of corn are taken in fix: or feven

“years ;. - their courfe being 1. turneps ;
2 barley, 3. clover and ray grafs front 2 -

to § years; 4. wheat: their flocks: of
fleep are confequently’ great, and*‘the

-quantity of turnep fed beef {ent to" mar=

ket every {alefman in Smithfield ~ will
teftify.  Hence we find, thatthe bounty

"encouraging the growth of ¢ corn’ is mot an. |
‘éncroachment upon' grafles or on the
o:her food of cattle, but a&ually mcreafcs

both

22

e g S T e T

e e o e TR 8 S L e ot




(16 )

both in ah immenfe degree. Can thele
men poflibly be fo infatuated as to ‘ima~
gine that becaufe corn is high, the far-
iner can fow all his land. with corn, and

‘every year ? It is a moft falfe idea. 'The

increafe of culture has been by breaking

" up waftes, which, as I have thewn, in~
‘creafes the quantity of beef as much as

It likewife: a&s 1in.the

of corn: —

~ breaking up indifferent paftures that have
been badly managed, or that are upon
- an improper foil for grafs. =~ Who ima-
gines that fuch a:condut leflens the
quantity of beef? It is an effeé€t which

mere general good hufbandry requires.

The fame aflfertions have been made

refpecting mutton. But not to be too
diffufive in proving that light is not
darknefs = let me only remark that the
fame reply is applicable here as in the
former cale: but in a greater degree;

~ for no inftance.can be produced of an

increafe in the -culture-of corn, that has
ot increafed the quantity of mutton and
the value of wool. .

. Pork 1s likewife producédﬁ}as ‘aho_ther

“{aftance, which is an admirable one to

-fhew how. totally ignorant thefe enemies
- | of

oy )

of the bounty are in its real-effe&. In«

creafe the culture 'of-_corn,' you leffen the
quantity of pork: One can only {mile

at {uch reafoning. - If I was certain that

thefe people. really knew a hog from a

rabbit, I would take them into the yards

of great corn farms gained from warrens

and -waftes, and.afk them if they:thought’
herds of fome hundreds of f{wine,” the

numbet of which depends on the quan~
tity of corn — leffened the quantity of
pork? Thereis no end of anfwering
fuch abfurdities: can one believe that
upon fuch: crazy foundations, a fenfible

man .could gravely affert® the rife of

provifions owing fo the bounty, to have
amounted to £ 525,000,000,

. * Enquiry into the prices of whegt, &c. p. 108.
¢¢ The large and extended gratuity given to export
corn, had occafioned fo greata quantity of land to

be tilled, as leflened the means to raife other provi- -

fions.” Ib.p.'g8. Another calcul tes'the mifchief

done by the bounty in the-article pork_at a million

per ann. Confiderations on the Exportation of corny -
29. Whoever will take the pains to read all that
has been written againft Exportation, will find every-
argument knocking down its brother, and not un-
frequently deftroying itfelf, ~ -

T P
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* 1 fhall now come to the fecond general
‘affertion of thofe who firive to prove that

the bounty is the {fource of all our evils,’
moral and political, viz. the raifing the

price of provifions, raifes the price of manu-

Jaéturing labour.

. To follow thefe gentlemen through all

the mazes of their perplexity, would be
ufelefs : this argument carries in the face
of it, its dependance on the preceding s

~ for if bounty and exportation have funk

the price of provifiens, as I think I have
clearly proved they have, then the con-
clufion drawn in this argument is ipfo
fa&o falle, - |

In the year 1767, I took a joufney into"
Wales, the minutes of which I laid be- -

fore the publick, under the title of 4 St
weeks Tour. 1 found in that journey,
that there was not any proportion be-
tween the rates of labour and thofe of

provifions.. The year following I made

a fimilar journey through the North of
England, and found throughout above
2 500 miles of cuntry, that the rates of

labour in no refpectdepended on thofe of
provifions: Bread, butter, cheefe and

meat, being thrown into one aggregate

......

2 pricey

U

|
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price,r and: the earnings of a family the
fame, the following was the comparifon

* which arofe.

Price of Prov. o Labour.

Aggregate price of 2d. 1 .
el L ITEs 8 e
- 51

Ditto of 2d. 2 = = - 3 10
Dittoof 3d. - = « 53 2 4

Ditto of 34, & = « - 4 16 o

Dittoof 3d. £ - = =~ 50 . 1 1I

0

,DiftO_Ofgd..T - = = 50 17 11 
Dittoofz}d. = = = 50 10 8

R | ';Breczdézlwzé;-' o
sdoperl - - - 47 .5 10
d. - - - 51 9 .6

1d L - - « 51 17 II
.z - - ~ 50 12 3
1d 2 e = - 5o 12 11’

Fodo - - e 5116 4v

Were the price of provifions the direc-

tor of that of labour, thefe tables would

be in;exg& degradation, butthe contrary
is as near the truth; fo very far is the

rate of the one, the rule of the other,

3

*® Six Mbonths Tour tbrougb' the North of E?Ig[dﬂ.{i; :

Vol. 4. p. 459. .
| | , _ that

S
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that they are moftly in oppofition. Th;)fe,
who pay 4.d. per [b. earn lefs by 34 ;'1
year, than others who are fed at 3 3
" The rate. of 34. & is attended by lefs.
“earnings by 6/ a year thair'l ‘g.d. »Shei
loweft price of provifions; 2 4. 18 attendec
with 18s. a year greater carnings than
- 4 d. the bigheft price. In bread alone, thle
man who pays 14. a /b. earns -as much
within a few {hillings, as he who pays
od.: and he who eats it'at a 1d. 5, more.
In whatever view the table is thrown,
the {ame contradiftions appear; the very
average of all — the tablez being throwg
into but two divifions — is a flat contra-

diction.

.The average aggregate,l.
price. of 2d. 3, 2d. % and
34. being the three lawzﬁ%
prices — give the. average
carnings of © - = ]

51 18 o

 Dittoof 34 %, 3d-5] 0
3d. 2-and 4d. thefour /’ng/’ﬂ~‘ 49 16 7
¢ff prices = = = . |
‘Excefs of the former 2 1 -5
. A{rerage of the four 10W-;—}50 76
eft prices - = ,
Ditto of zhree higheflt - 50 o2z
Excefls of the former o 7 4

Turn

{ 21 )

 Turn and twifl. the comparifon how.

you will, in no inftance will you find

that labour is high, becaufe provifions
are the fame: you will in more inflan-

ces find the reverfe to be the fa@.

In the fame work, I compared the
earnings of manufaturers with the rates -

of their provifions, and as little confo-
nance was found between them; indeed

the fame reafoning is applicable to the.

one as the other. -
If a man

culty that arifes in the various combina-
tions of this fubje@ from mere reafon-

ing, he will certainly meet with various -

contradictions that.cannot be accounted
for : labour oughs abfolutely to depend
on the rates of provifions, and be regu-
lated by them alone; but what ought to
be, and what is, are here, as every where
elfe, two very different affairs. In cer-
tain places and diftricts, provifions being

‘much higher thar ufual — (whether the
- rate be reafonable or unreafonable) occa-~

{ions a great clamour, and much rioting
among the drunken idle part of the poor,

who fometimes prevail fo fat, if they co-
“incide with the private - opinion-of the
5 D 2 - neigh=

attém-pts to folve every. diffi~

N
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néighbouring,ju{’t‘ic’esf of the peace, as,
cither to gain a rife of wages, or an n-

creafe of poor rates ; but»‘-'pfbViﬁoﬁs’f Sfalls

‘ing in price, will lower neither the one
nor the other, nor will they rife - accor-
~ding to any proportion. A fet of juftices

in any neighbourhood willhave it in their
power cither to raife labour. extravagant-
Iy, or to keep it as unreafonably low, if it
was fo before ; the private condu& and
opinion of parifh officers and maftérs;
will alfo have a great effe@.  'When the
changes of rates of labour are {ubjet to

fuch variations as exceed the utmoft pow-

er of the keeneft calculator to lay down

in proportions, can we ‘bé'furpri_zed that
fo little agreement fhould ‘be’ found ‘be-

tween the prefent rates of labour, and
the prices of provifions ? And with what

degree of propricty can thé enemies of

the bounty clamour againft 1t,. for -raif+
ing the price of labour, from heightning

that of corn, when it in fa& lowers the

latter ; and inno cafe cou’ld"poﬁibiy a&e&
”théfor‘m.er‘?f ‘. SRS SR

One genéral proof of ‘the truth of
what I am now urging is the indubitable
fa&, that the price of corn has Jallen
fgz‘eaﬂj fince thez‘bount'y'too}%; place’ .i‘t

yet the aggregate of provifions (allowance

(23 )

is equally certain that theates of labour
have 7ifern 3 how then, can one be faid+to
be regulated by the other ? |

It is much to be regretted that ‘we do
not find jufter ideas of prices of provi-,
fions, which ought really to-be reckoned
high or low: the prices which have oc~
cafioned fo much clamour, certainly havé

not'been fo. high, on comparifon with

former times, as the value, and quantity
of money might have made one expetk

they wouldfife to. ‘What reafon’ can be
given, why the general harinony between
prices of all forts thould be broken, in -
the inftance of provifions andin no other?
Yet is not any article of food ‘advanced
out of proportion to the general rife of
all commodities : labour fince the boun~

‘ty has. doubled its price, “whereas fleth
~ meat is only 6o per cent. dearer; and
_bread, the flaff of life, is cheaper. Hence
“arifes a great difficulty in drawing the

line of diftin&ion between high and low
prices, for in fack they ought not to be
denominated high, unlefs they exceed
the proportion which commodities in ge=
neral bear to the value of money. Inte=
reft fince the bounty has fallen half, and

.
t<re
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given for the great importance of bread)
certainly has not rifen near a quarter.

- But clamour takesits rife not from ge-

neral, but particular comparifon : Provi-

Stors are dearer now, {ay the poor, than I
ever knew .them; they are dearer this.

five years than they were the laft ten;

this 1s the confideration that pinches: na

matter what the rates are. 1 have been
ufed to bave them cheaper, and fo I am de-
termined to be difcontented.  Four pence a
pound is too dear.~ Why 1is it too dear?
Becaufe I have been ufed to three pence, 1t

is in vain to urge the rife of labour — or

to inftance the advances in every commo-
dity under heaven; where private intereft

is fo ftrongly concerned, prejudice will -

have place, - o

But when. there is no fort of probabi-
lity of the prices of provifions raifing to

any thing like the proportionate rates of

other commodities, why fhould we be {0
very folicitous for altering thofe -valuable

~ corn laws, which have been proved to be
of fuch great importance to.the welfare -
this country. Parliament in 1688
thought 48 5. a proper bounty price ;-

£

were we to take the rife of labour, of
\ other

(e )
bther commodities, or the rate of intereft
for our guide, the exporting price 7ow
{hould be much higher ; inftead of which
it is clamoured that no bounty atall {hould

be given : how wifely the Legiflature muft

judge.

~ Were the bounty difcontinued for ever,
the effe would undoubtedly be'the gve-
rage price of corn rfing ; an effe& by no
means objectablé, were the prices to be
regular : but the misfortune would be a
certainty of variation. = Thofe who urge
a total -repeal of the bounty, 7o make corz

cheaper, talk againft all principles : there
cannot with fenfible men be a thadow of

doubt, but that the more you encourage
the growth of corn for exportation, the
more you will have for home confump-
tion. Is beef too dear? would you make
it cheaper ? give a bounty on'the expor-
tation of it: where is the real politician

‘that will affert your making it the dearer?

Laftly, I come to the conclufion, that

the high price of labour ruins our manu-

factories.. And I will venture to pro-

~ nounce this, as mere a vulgar error as
the reft. -1 have never omitted any. op= -

“portunity of gaining information on thefe

points,

-
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points, from the moft able manufa&urersj
1 have met with: all agree,.that the

idea of our being underfold by the French, |

is falfe : they on the contrary. affert

- {particularly . the manufaurers. of Man-
chefter) thatwherever they met the French,
with the fame goods, they underfold
them: but the effects which follow from
_‘family alliances, and the intrigues of
courts, fhould never be confounded with
the price of a manufacture. 'Often has

it been affirmed, that the French have
underfold us in all the markets of Spain,

at the very time that higher duties have
been laid on the goods of Britain, than on

- ‘thofe of France; and numerous other
advantages given to the fubjects of that
crown. I {hall not be furprized by and

. by to hear the bounty objeted to becaufe
¥ englith manufadturers do not ‘underfell

‘ ?.fren,ch ones in the city of Paris..

_ Thofe who are fo ready to talk of the
ruin of our manufadtures, fhould confi~
der better what the ruin is, they ha-
 rangue about. Except tqhehuhhappy,(‘:onf

- fequences of American - regulations; I
' know not a manufaCure in Britain, that
is not in the moft flourithing Aituation:

. but that the aggregate of them is highly
: - proiperous,

T A e s

‘became what s called dear. Now although

. (27 ) N
profperous, canﬁot for a momment be
-doubted.  The evil therefore which thefe

“writers pretend to explain, has no exift-

ence : they. think themfelves fuch' maf~
ters of reafoning that they raife monfters
of the imagination, for the mere pleafure”
of logically accounting for them. ‘

" But inthe name of common {enfe,
where are the fa&ts, and whatare the rea-
fons, that prove a high rate of ‘provifions,
an enemy to manufadtures ¢ It 1s a matter
indeed that has been taken {fo much for
granted, that theéfe gentlemen have dif-
dained to exercife their powers of reafon- -
ing upon it: They give you an ipfe

dixit, to make what you can of.

It is'a fa& that this kingdom never|
made any advarices in manufaltures, that
are worth {peaking of, until provifions

the rates of labour (as I before thewed)

are not decided by thofe of neceflaries;|
to be in exa& proportion to each other;
yet in all countries, where provifions are
very dear, labour muft be dearer than in
other countries, where provifions are very |
chedp. It-wds before found that provi~
fions have advanced perhaps 20 or 23
- | E - per’
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;Lr‘ cent. fince the revolution ; but labouy,

has advanced probably 100 per cent. I
am not therefore guilty of a contradicr
tion, in having afferted before that the
frice of labour does not accurately depend
;c%n that of provifions ; and in now advan-
dipg, that where provifions are comparar
tively high, labour will be fo too: both
3 §ro.poﬁtiohs are true, becaufe ufed in the
%;gippo_ﬁtiori of different degrees. I repeat

|therefore, that fuch an high price of pro=

vifions, as muit be attended by an high.

| price of labour, is abfolutely requifite for

the profperity of manufa&ures: living
myft be rendered dear before that general
induftry, which can alone {upport a ma-
nufaduring people, will berooted amongft

tilleino /

" There is not an inftance in Europe of
a country making great advances in ma-
aufa@ures, while fuch country continued
under the poflibility of labour being low,

‘great riches——fome caufes or othery
muft have operated to render high rates

|of labour neceflary. In thofe countries

where manufactures make the greatg{’c
thoots, provifions are the higheft:. vz,

ment
i FN o

Dearnefs of living——high' taxes—-——

Tolland and Britain.  Liften for a mo-

manufacturing towns of this kingdom,

nefs. the_n provifionsare very cheap, they u

{29 )
ment to a writer of candour and peres
tration. ¢ A Dutch manufaurer, pays
“ near one third of what he earns in

taxes; an Englith manufa&urer; not
~above one tenth, and from neceffity
not above one 36th part of the pro=
duce of his labour. - Such breadas our
people eat, isfold in Holland at 34. a
pound; and fleth at g4*.” Notwith=
flanding fuch high prices, who will af-
fert that ‘manufatures are carried tof
greater perfe@ion in’ countries, where
provifions and labour are lower ? Where
is fuch a country to be found that exceeds
the fabricks of Britain ? IR

143
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The importance of inforcing general|
induflry, is fo great; that without provi<
fions being high enough to do'it, manu~

fatures muft go to ruin.
It is a fa& well known through all thé|

that thelabouring poor work rio more days .H
in a week than are fufficient to maintairn

them{elves : the remainderis {pent in idle=| |

\

- * Confiderations on taxes, &cv p. 245
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are more diftreffed, and their families more-
unhappy than in the very deareft times ;
for a man whowaftes half histime in idle-
hefs, or perhaps in what is worfe, will

{be a poor workman the other half. This

}is by no means to be wondered at: it
would be furprizing, were the fact other-
wife. Thofe therefore who would favour
the manufaGures of this country fhould

take efpecial care, not to argue againft
| what, they are pleafed to call, the high

| price of provifions. The bounty having

Towered the price of bread, would not -
have operated in favour of our fabrics, -
but on the account I before mentioned of -

caufing a regularity of price, far exceed~-
ing any thing known before.. |

" Upon the whole; the arguments which

fiave been ufed at various times againit

.

are all, cither miftakes, or frivolous and
trivial objeGions ; dictated either by in-
terefted men ; or by thofe, who through
a falfe idea of charity, think the poor
cannot be fed too cheaply,~— and that
the only bar to fuch cheapnefs, is the ex-
~ portation. Such a diverfity of opinions
muft always be found on topics: that ad-
mit difpute; but it is to be hoped, that

the bounty, and free exportation of corn, -

the

d

( 3t )

,the,legiﬂatuvre will confider the ﬁlbjﬁ& :
~ quite independent of the influence of opi-
‘nions{ooften miftaken—

1 Mutax generally falfe
—and in which fuch manifef} CQH'E‘T&? '

di&ions are to be found..

This important point will foon be the
fubje& of debate. . What fbould be done 2
this is-a difficult queftion,_ when the an-
fwer muft be framed to avoid offending
too harfhly, - the prejudices of a numerous

party. 1 {hall not prefume to affert what
onght to be done; but I fhall ventire to
‘ftate fome plans of condudt, which per-
“haps may not.be liable to capital objecr
gions. . . . .. | ‘

. Cén‘ﬁderi}ng the {l’ul'ﬁkjé&» ‘with a ﬁéaﬂf i
and the

eye to fadts——experience—

principles on which the bounty was firft

iven, I think therc is great reafon to
adhere. clofely to 1t : this kingdom has
rifen infirtitely . in wealth, income and
power, while her corn laws continued on
that footing ; and thofe laws have un-
doubtedly advanced:her agriculture, and
confequently the value, ‘and rental of

Jand, to a heighth unknown before

“and to which they could never have arived,

had it not been foi the influence of thofe
‘ o laws ;

s s i
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laws ; which all Europe have admired as
a mafter-piece of policy. The condu&t
therefore apparently the leaft exception-

able is to adhere to the general lavvs al-
ready made.

 But unhappﬂy ideas very contrary to
thefe, have been fo much liftened to, that
fufpenfions of thefe laws——with abfo-
lute prohibitions “of exportation——and
even taking off the duties on importation
-have of late been practifed with fo

little ceremony, that we may expet. the

old laws to continue, but under a perpe-
tual courfe of new patch-work: fuch a
fyftem I muft be allowed to think much
worfe than a total repeal. The corn trade,
for near a century, was the fource of vaft
' riches to this nation, and while prices

were higher than at prefent : it was are-

gular obje& to many traders in the king-
dom——and even formed nine tenths of
the commierce of whole ports : fuch per=

petual alterations, tend to deftroy this

trade——to throw the corn merchants
into other purfuits——and in a word, to
overturn all thofe noble effe&ts, which
that trade has {fo amply caufed.

2 B O

( 33 )

TFor thefe reafons, and many others,
too numerous for the compafs of a pam-.
phlet, it is to be wifhed, that the corn
trade be rather thrown on a total new
footing, than remain the fubje& of {fuch

hotch ‘potch work, as it has for {fome

years paft been liable to. T will venture
to affert, that it had better be placed on
an indifferent footing, than left on the
beft in the world, but fubje&t to perpe-
;ual alterat;ons, . .

There 1s not a Varlanon that can- be
1magmed that might not be provided

“for in one comprehenfive zmd immutable

iaW.
_ At fuch é price—a bounty tdbe given,

At another pnce 1mporat10n to be

allowed Wuh a certaln duty for ﬁx

months.

Ata thlrd price, 1mportat1on to be al-
lowed duty free for () months..

- Exportation never to be prolubited be~
caufe by fuch’ prohibition you. do not
merely prevent your own corn being fent

abroad,
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“abroad, but you deftroy the TRADE OF

CorN.” Why are your merchants to be'

cut off from a branch of commeérce; which

~in-one refpeck, has nothing to do with

your obje&, but in another, may much
affift it? While the Corn TRADE is per-
manently free, merchants may ftore it

up from all quarters, and if the price in

the mean time rifes at home-——home
will have it : which is the grand prin-
ciple of preferving an equality of price

in_any commodity. Without inflancing

‘Holland, in ,Whofe'market's’,: corn fcarcely
ever varies, and merely from this prin-

ciple ; how can you want a commodity
for your own confumption, which you

| mak;:»an“g,l{;jc'leﬁof trade ! When corn is
cheap at home, the merchant is not al~
lowed to import (neither will he want it) ;

when it is dear, he is allowed to trade as

he Pleafes; ’

CIn fuch regulations I fuppofé the legif-? |

lature to be defirous of keeping corn at
an high (according to prefent ideas) but
not an extravagant price: to think of
keeping it low, -would be fo prepofterous
a condud, that I {hall 'not fuppole the
ofe. s 2 S

the rage of novel ideas.

o (35 ) o
If corn ‘could be ‘pre’fef\zed v-permztne?ﬁt‘;&
ly at a fixed price, 1 fhould apprehend:
the following rates, not.'an undue mean
between the genius.of our .old: laws,. :and:

“The belf wheat, at 485. & quaster.
The beft rye, at 2857~
The beft bavrl_ey,"’at Zé;fe,k :

I have fuppofed three ‘variations of
price: now if allowances be made for the
finenefs of the cornj “and thofe variati=
ons provided for; quere if the .-ftages in
the price, and the regulations confequent
might be upon a fimilar plany with the

R S AR

underwritten, -

. A bountyof 5!.3‘-’ W/omt + Rye Bm!ﬂ’

quarter on wheat, 35, |° |
6d. on ryée, and 25,]
6d. on barléy; each| =
at the average quali- |, 7
ty, whenat or under ¥ o5 o6 o %
thefe prices ; to ceafe | 3772 TR
for 6'months, when| . .
they ‘are ‘exceeded:| =~

‘and if the excefscon-|
tinues at the end of I

F that
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¢hat 6 months, the 7%= R Barky .‘
~ fufpenfion to conti-{ -
nue for another 6{
months, and {o-on.

; Irﬁpor.t’atioﬁ ﬁ’v\\rfith’ s So &y
- a {flight ddty when S 4528 —19: |

‘they rife t0 — —

—The variations toy - R
hold as above, for 6]
months- '. ' A . I )

Imp’drt"ation, dutyy |
above, whenthey ex-{-7 "=~ =
ceed the price of — J =

Thefe pri_des .are far,‘lov’v'er than the
former - parliamentary ones ; ——— lower
" than they ought to be, if exportation was
not always allowed, which is a pomt of

the utmoft confequence ; thatit could, in, =

no refpect, be juftly feared will appear,

from refleting that the ports being open- -

ed for importation, at prices by no means

high, and a regular trade always carry- -

‘ing.'on in corn, a fupply would ever be
at hand, “whenever demand arofe : nor

could the price of wheat ever rife higher

in Britain, than among both thetrading,
and growing nations of Europe: for in

O A S

‘rations: -

fuch

U TRSRERI T Mokmasmanicaini et Sstaiomspasiamiis

() -
fuch cafe"all eXp,prtatibn would ch of it=
felf, and -importation take place inftead
of it.. ' Why Have embatgoes been fo of>

- ten laid on our exportation, when corn

would have been fent away without a
bounty ? There is no found reafori can

~bg given for fucha conduét, but falfe and
- mhiflaken ideas of prices that ought to bé:

efteemed high or low. The very flate of

the'cafe proves, that corn was lower here:
than in other countries; or fuch could
not pay our price, with our meérchants:
profit and freight; and on what rational
account, are you defirous of having corn.
cheaper here than elfewhere? It was on.
different principles that. our aneeftors rea=.
foned when they pafled laws, the wifdom
of which-we have fe/t for near a century; -
and heard; the obje&t of Europe’s admi~

-

I again repeat, that a freé frdde isthe:
foundation of thefe regulations, and of:
every other that can rationally:be propo~:

fed; if a price is fixed at which ' expor-;

tation is to ceafe, (a moft ufelefs claufe; -
as the balanice of prices will ever effe&:

it) or if embargoes are ever allowed —— -

then the rates above mention‘ed 'oughﬁ_‘
greatly to be raifed: - If 1 was arguing
S ¥Fa - for
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for an high price of corn, upon the ave=
~fage of the next 2o-years, I would . urge

you to lay all -poflible reftri¢tions on. ex~

portation ——= to annul the bounty ; and
to allow importation duty free.. What!
will the keeping our’ corn’ af homes: and

increafing the quantity from abroady . make.

st fearce and dear ? “Doubtlefs, _fuch an;
argument was advanced in 1688 : but
reafon, aided by long experience, con-

{ 39 )

five pounds a ‘quarter, for it would rifé

“to an equal heighth with other commodi=

ties,_/accprding to the value of money,

as well as its immediate “worthy under
~ which rates it has hitherto been kept; by

the operations of our:corn laws. But we
{hould have all the evils of high ;prices .

without the advantages, for our farmers

would be ruined ———regular, not bigh |

‘prices are their obje&t.. - .

I ‘ ~ wveérts'a feeming paradox into-a plain and  §
‘M | - felf=evident propofition. Wewill fuppole:  §
N , you fo command dn artificial plenty ; you  §
: ;’h | o import fo much that wheat'is at 205, a  §
j‘ . .~ quarter, it is: certainly cheap, “but how
0o  long will it remain {o ? Thefarmers can ﬁ

fee nothing but lofs'in that culture, they.  §
will not* fow it ——= -oats, grafles, tur— §

_ Before I conclude, I thall. venture an
obfervation or.two, on'the landed intereft;
~ as peculiarly concerned in this important
‘queftion. . 'The gentlemen who have urs .
ged fo many arguments againft the boun< ;
ty, have not forgotten their ufual inges
‘nuity -when' they touch on. ;thisl,h‘é'a;dg 3

_ neps, dny. thing pays ‘better than wheat
when ata low price. 'Thus you have next
year a fearcity ;—— this is unavoidable ;
it ‘may likewife bé {carce athong your
 neighbours —— then your {carcity at

“once rifeés: to. a famine. 'This was - the

" corn hiftory of ' England “before better

ideas tock place. It is at prefent, and

¢hey tell you, firft, that your advantage
will be beft: fought,” by -annulling. your
corn laws, for then, prices of all com= |
madities will fo fall,” that an eftate of five
hundred a. year, will be as good as a-

thoufand. —— Here, you find the boun=

ty is your enemy ; but turn a page or two -

further and he fhall be' your very good

friend, for t‘here_you will find, But why
“are the interefts of the landed part of the
" nation to get the begter of all” the reft?
T oo Why

g ~ always has been' the cafe in all countries
4. \ " where the exportation is prohibited. In

- ‘twenty years, to caft up the average
price, we fhould find wheat at four or

’ ‘ ; ‘ ' H
. ‘ i
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- 'Why are rents to be raifed to the ruin- of’

. manufa&ures P

‘without prefently anfwering it -them-~ o

7

But not to lofe time 1n anfwer1n0~ peo-
ple who fcarcely ever advance a poﬁtlon

{elves; let it be remarked, that the rents

‘of England have been greatly raifed by -

the efFe&s of the bounty, and free expor=
tauon

agriculture has been fo animated with the

advantages refulting from. regular pricess

2

that the poffefles a {pirit unknown before.

In fuch a fituation,..who doubts that the -
intereft of landlords is. nearly concerned ? .

Is it poffible that rents fhould not rife

The fa& has provedit. And the nobi-
fity and gentry may be affured that their
trieft frlen,d is a regular. price of corn, as
high as is confiftent with regularity, for

then rents ‘will not only be well paid, but
farms will never be unoccupled and let

them break up and bring into culture

whatever number of wafte acres they:

pleafe, tenants will not be wanting, let
the quantity be as confiderable as it may.

Thefe are advantages which one would

think, ﬂ10uld fpeak too feelingly to be
~effacect

’ ' ’ s
' : e e e ‘

The regularity of “the. price. of
“corn, has raifed a great competition for
farms ‘in evéry part ‘of the kingdom ;

Whlch are real :

. ( 41 b

| cﬁ’aced by the Wlnpt cream of phantaflic: -
-ideas : -you may be promifed. heaps -of:

1mag1nary prohts i

adhele to thofc

But we are. further told
portlon to your profit, is the nation’s-evil s
Strange dorine indeed! ""The falﬁty of

the affertion is fufﬁmently proved, lin the”
preceding pages ; but, a word or two.to-

thofe who ‘hold the landed intereft ofi Bri-
tain {fo cheaply. Agnculture, ‘manufac~
tures, and commerce, moft flourith,
when moft harmonized : none but fools

~would fuppofe their intercft {feparates but

when the rage of party will draw compas

rifons, fuch odious paralells-muft be an~
the landed intereft of this’ coun-i

fwered ;
try, is of ten times the Importance of -all

other interefts, and this in . every: 1efpe& |

that could come into fuch an enquirys
wealth ; income; population; ftability.
If interefts are ever feparately confider-~
ed, it demands- preheminence,
ought, and muft have it. - But may it
never be falfely thought tobe raifed, at the
expence of either of the others, nor in
return, ought any interefts of commerce

or manufactures abfurdly to expeét -ad-

V&nCew

that in prow

and it
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 lowering the value}

icemein, by lowes
‘ PrOdU&SO the 'éart;_h.j;\-; :

ey

ot

A rife'of renty of only one fhilling 'an
acre, adds 1,600,000 ayear to the total
of England alodé » When the-advatice of -
jricome is fo -greats and. all attendant
~ Gonfeqitences fo important; would:it: not -
be madnefs ta hazard' fuclt’ advantages ;=
ot for the good of mapufadtiupes j=———
bﬁﬁ“iiﬁ..eompl‘ian(:e%WithfWifld.indtidi}S;» -that
have nothing buts chimera.for their four= .
_dation: drenod e T

- gular price, and the'higherihebetter ;=
 you therchy ase fure of increafing the va~

a (o

- lue and réntal of eftatés,>and you at the- -
* fame time give thofe advantages to ma=
' pufafures, without which they ‘never
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