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AN
APOLOGY

. FOR .
"THE CORN LAWS,
| é’«c &c |

SECTION T.

Peruars there.is no. phenomenon connected with

political economy, more singular or important, than

the increased price, compared with that of former
Jears, of corn, and all other kinds of agricultural
produce, in the United Kingdoms ; and their sta-
tionary, " or else recently depressed price, amongst
our neighbours on the Continent, It evidently
belongs to the science of political economy, to
Account for this extraordinary difference of price,
in the articles above-mentioned, here and abroad.
Whether the explanations commonly given, be
satisfactory or not, may be a matter of doubt -

they certainly cannot be s0, unless they clearly
and fully account for- the fact.
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Before proceeding farther, it may he as well to

.lay before: -the.reader, or to recal. to. the.attention

of those who have already seen it, the Comparatlve
Statement which lately appeared in the pubhc
prints, of the price of a quarter of wheat at. various
ports on the Continent of Europe, and the cotem-
porary price of the same quantlty in England
according to the returns published in the Gazette.
It is understeod to be . soit of Government Re-
port; and the accuracy of the prices stated abroad,
to rest on the authority of 'our Consuls at . the

respective ports. ‘As those Gentlemen: appear to

~ have' been ofﬁmaHy called upon to make: ‘their

returns, we are entitled to conclude that the:} cal-
culations; have been carefully made, and may be

fully depended upon.
The following is the statement witself' eopled

f’rom the publm prlnts. |

¢
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Ab.?i?‘d’ct-ty" Retvrn qf Aceoums from Hi y
s Ma es, -
suls Abroad, relaiive to. the Pmces qf Fo{'ezgzs C’g?’?z

dw*'mg 1825. i
- . . . . !
. ‘ o o Price o{VhFo- T '
) L 4 rel
e - Place, and Month, pergl{Vxnch‘;i GazettePrice of
: : R ter Quarter, atf English, for
| ETETT. . , 4 Current ‘Rate| SIbe: Pemd
fri N o - of Exch'\nge. '
g7 7 eE"S- d > 5. d.
Odessa, June- ........ PRSI i 4017 9] s d‘
, St P ----- [TXTTT I sevanee ) 0 15 5 3 -9 4 -
eteerurgh’ Jub evrsesavsoes “esccsagene - . 1 6 ' 7 3 c7 .11 '
.| Ldebau,- - October ....... cevstranens .......:-:v 106 (3 47
Gottenburg, Septembel [ 112 0 | 3 3730,
o Dantzig, " ditto  geieions weree |1 06 | 3] 5
Koningshurg, ditto -ooererrmemnrererr " | 0 18 0 | 3 14"
| Memel, IO rvisvisieenenieiennne | 017 70 1 30 % 9
, COPenhagen it weneivriiiviiiierenie, | 016 4 | 3 4 6 |
| Bmbden, ™ ditto. ... T o919 |3 T
 Hamburg,  ditto  veeeeser i 01y 0] 3 1 5 '
| Amsgerdat,  ditto Leerreeeerserrerrnrr |1 3 8 | 5. ) 9 ¢ :
Rotterdam, ditto .......... . » {0‘ 19 3 3 AP :i
A t ] e0s000dee . -l.yn-“nnuow 1 1 ., 8 11} T 2 9 B :
| Antwerp, ditto 17957139 9
| Bordeanx, * “ditto .ommies '. Goeviensnns | 1.18°4 | 3 1 5
i Charente, September creennenenneenne. 113° 53 510
.| Havre de’ GI2CE, AILEO vuerernrarsensaseornans oo 117 .0 3.9 3 ¢
| Marseilles, December. ...... Cereeerenrnnen e | 2 9 8.3 15! ‘
Corunna, . ditto ..,. 1119 8 3 4.6 '
| Cadiz, - dltto {2 13 0}‘ 346 |
Mal, : senseenes. 14 3 17 2 , :
aga, October ...uvvsnsivisssescnress | 3 4 27| 3 4 7 ‘
: ﬁ;ﬁant . Decembm e it | 3 5 11 3 4.6
A Hsbon,  Qith0 srerveereiersiieney | 215 4 5]
Leghorn, * . ditto ..ooeinn: cerrerierenas 1 llg ; g zi g ‘
| Civita Vecchxa, ditto 1 34339279
VnCOn‘I ditto- ... 019 10 3.1 5.
yenice, - ditgo . ‘1111 | 32 g
ueste,‘ ditto 1 2.6 3 4 6
| Fiue, ditto .. 018 8 | 3 1 5
llladelplua ditto 111104 31 5
3Shln°‘ton, [T 27 SO 113 4 34 6
g;‘;‘(};lgrk ?eptember ceetentntacene e 14 7 3.9 4
unﬁ- Xy L LY T L T R S, ) ' »
Rhode Island Octobel ...... i }l‘l) g - :3)) Z g ™
eWILIa.mpshxre May ..vveerniennnns 2 5 0 3 9.8 )
. N j‘:
B 2 2:
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ms_ to {come next then France then
untrie SUbut i the
. wheat appears ‘to ‘sell” at""“"-“l‘:"
s of all. It would perhaps be' dlfﬁcult
n,_) satls; actorlly, all the anomalles i’ thé
ab e ret "brn_ If we. conslder ‘which are the’ most
§ . nurabl soils and chmates for ao"rloultural Pro-
duce, we should eXpeot to ﬁud it oheaper és Wé'L go
South and ‘dearer as we go North ut the reverse,

’l.

tha thel pl‘lce of corn must depeﬁdl UP(’“ 0thér

D E

thmgs besides the soil and climate.”
However, it would be & vam attempt toa
for the remarkable dlﬁ’eren 's 1n the ;'pr £ whea.t

. nelgh ind
s beneﬁolal or otherw _se, to the o*eneral mterésts

_of t the country.
| It is a Well»known fact, that in forier” timmes,
England exported annually a considerable’ quan-

tity of grain of all kinds; whereas, at present, were

i
|

K

lmpgrtatron lfree, the home growers ‘would be’ under-
n market "by almost all’ the forelgn
atﬂ over the whole World

be regulated by the nature of the' s01l andi' the
cllmate-—by greater or less skill in agrlculture:
by better, orv_‘mferlor lrnpletnents of husbandry, anc
by the stapd d{_ of the rents taxes, and prloe of

that we‘_’probabl y pos‘s‘ess greater sklll

f;,theref'ore vrrtually cheaper though 1t be not so in

ts /comparative money prlce.
Hen ’ |
a5 ce there remain
three other causes, namely,

irents, taxes" and | prlce of' labour; £o all,

;*or;s‘pme of whloh the hlgh prrce “of agrrculturall
~produce must be owmg If rents, taxes, and’'the
-iprice of: labour, had remamed unchanged

hén corn
must have been cheaper now than formerly, be-

\if::use there. i is ample ground to belleve, that ‘the
,:lghme quantrty of corn is produced in England at
e present tlme, wlth less labour than formerly,
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if not; all our/improvements.in agriculture;; and.in
agrlcultural maehmery, have been to very little
purpose PR N Ty e RIS SRR NPT Y

But jtis certam thab rents, taxes, and tbe price of
labour haVe not, remalned constant ; therefore,,,,lt ;s

th;_ee “thlngs,‘»_;ha"e not, only counteracted,t.hﬁ eﬁ’ect

which greater skill and improved husbandry would

necessarily have had in-lowering the price of agiis
cultural :produce, but have raised that price to a
very high standard, far beyond:the standard at
which it-formerly stood, or that which now prevails
in the rest.of the world. Ifwe look over the. Report
given above, of the cotemporary prlces of Whea/t An
England, and in the different countries in Furope;
we shall see, that in many cases the price in Eng-
land, is three times as great as.in. several other
countries. From no -country can:we huy Wbeat
that has to bear greater expences.of carriage:than
from . Poland, with the exception, .perhaps, .of
America and the Mediterranean. : - Yet all the.ex-
pences of bringing a quarter. of wheat from: Poland
into‘our own warehouses, appear to be under twenty
shillings; consequently, as the average price. of the
guarter;of wheat withas, is upwards of sixty:shil-
lings, and the :average price in Poland, less than
twenty ,,ah,lllmg,s, it is manifest, that if our ports
were open for the .importation of foreign corn, it
mright be sold at least twenty shillings a quarter
lower -than our. present. market-price. Now, the

|
|

1

réign: gram

7

quai}ttty of: gram,;~ of “all 'sorts; ‘actnally sold bj! @11
theé’farmeérs ‘in‘‘the United: Ki doms, ‘dediiet
ﬁom the gross produce, What 18]

bes‘es itha ed - a§ -vequlvalent* altogether
173500,000 quarters of “wheat; consequently
Cornf-ans by'preventing  the lmportatl‘
-e\?ldently oblige the ¢ consuners to* pay
forall sorts of ‘grain a,lone the  enormotis suin of
17, 500 ;000Z. more than they probablv would ‘
to pay;-if:the Corn Trade were: free: X
“ Neitheris this-all. The price of Wheat is four d,
by*ex“peuence to regulate “the ‘price ‘of “all ‘other
articles'of provision, suich as butchers’-meat, chigese;
butter, poultry, &e. &e.- Indeed, independentof
experlenoe, ‘we might ‘safely: have concludedﬁ»that

the-price-of wheat would have that ‘effect upon
\them for all these things-have a ceitain value, 'ih

Proportion ‘to that-of: Wheat -as agreeable and ‘Nt
tritive.articles of food. If; theref’ore, the' price of

wheat ' be permanent]y reduced thirty per cent.'the

price of “all those’ other artxcles of food must be
1educed m the same ratio, i SR :

NOW, it is not 1mprobab]e that twwe as; much

Aat Teast, “is paid for' butchers’-meat ‘6f all- ‘sorts;

biitter; cheese, poultr ¥y &e.-&e. ‘as is-paid for ‘grain
ofiall sorts.  Fhe proportion is considerably ‘more

In the families of: the wealthy and of the:middling

Classes ; but probably less in: -the families of :the
working’ classes, whose aggregate .consumption is

B -
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by far-the; greatest. ««Flende’ it' may’ very firl§ be
assumed;‘that atdeast half as' mimh‘*m‘di‘éf‘égéﬁn JAS
paid-throughout-the: United ‘ Kingdoms, for all ths:
other’articles of agricultural produce; s is paid for
grainof all sorts: This assumption; indeed, may be;
shewn to be considerably undér the mark ;> for-Ms:
Colquhoun -has - estimated ‘the whole agicultuial
produce of the kingdom at the sum of 2168176241
out of which:the whole quantity of:grain; ofall:
sorts, produced; is estimated at 78;784,291 6
rather more than one-third: : Consequently;:if-4ll"
sorts-of :grain were to be reduced inviprice; by the
amount of17;600,000% all - othier sorts<6£: aprichl
tural “produce, “at a very low caleulotion; Woild:
have:to:: be: reduced; - by ‘the enormous>sumeef
17,500,000L: 4 8,750,0007 - or+26,250,0000 35"
that:the reduction in price’ of ‘all:descriptiohs of’

English -agricultural produce, “if ‘grain' weré’ rets
duced:thirty per: cent.: would ‘amount alfogether o

43,750,0000. ;- a sum within-a few millions-of!the’
whole public revenue of:these kingdoms, ‘including’
the : National Debt;  Sinking: Fand; and allith!
expences of government,~- i, w0 o0 e by
+{On:ithe spresentroceasion, 'in the" course of s’
argument.that-is to follow; it 'will be assumed, that!
the;continuance: of ‘the Cori: Liaws ‘actually’ does’
oecasion:thisiimmense: difference  in ,.price; ‘which?
by and- by will-have ' to ‘be dealt with-and distriz
buted: amongst the different classes which it fb(")‘ﬂ%’v *
cerns. | ki

9

««Thejmost--obvious: reflection for:any: pefson; at
first,; £, make;-upon; this statement;: isyithat:if by:
preventing the:importation:of foréign: grainylevery:
sattiofagticultural produceis made twentyor thirty
pet cent. dearer than. it otherwise would for” might.
bejiwere; the:Corh Trade - free; ‘the destruction-of-
wh valled'-the home: monopoly, wouldibe &
public \benefit: to -all ranks of men, except: those
immediately-interested in having the price of agri<-
cultural;sproduce * high, “equal in amount to ‘the-

difference that; would be paid in-price. - - « +1:-
sdndeed.it-may seem to many, -and; in fact;loud -
and.reiterated complaints sufficiently-prove it:does;"
thatthissimmense- difference in the price:of the |
nécessaries:of life, is- just: the same- thing as-an:
enormous;ifax:ito ‘the: same-amount, im posedup ofi
the whdle community; for. the iexclusivebenefit 1of :
ono; of-its parts; and. that -those: who'impose/and !
support; suchi an-unjust and intolerable; tax,: dg:so i
by:abusing; for their own base and-dishonest gaing;
tt}giileWQns JAntrusted to-thefir solely:-for :the public
benefit; For if-:the Corn Laws do not: oceasion
any difference in the prices of all sort s-of agrieuls
Wwral produce,; from what those:prices would ‘be; if
there were:no Gorn - Laws,: their continuanee:ig
Worse than useless;: but-if they: do occasion: & differs:
enge; ‘f:f‘thené'fa;;re; ; they :‘Ch‘a;rgeable ~with:: the swhole
amount of that:edifference, which it has :been shewn
2y be estimated at-upwards of forty-three millions:
sterling, o
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g Now,thlSVaStdlﬁerence’ln Pﬁﬁem“St -necessa: g
rily be paid:by the.consumers, : If wesuppose that, §

all;the working classes, and;allin trade:and husii

ness;: vecejving wages and remuneration. for :thejt.

labour, could receivé precisely: the samewages:dnd

with; that they do mow ; then it is impossible:ts
deny, that the Corn Laws impose & tax upon:tliéir
hard-earned gains, which hears the same propor:
tion .to 48,750,0007. -that their consumption does
to that of the whole kingdom. . - 1 o

- Suppose :that.the consumption of .the: collected

mass of all, who receive. wages and remuneration
for their manual labour, amounts to. three-fourths:
of the whole .consumption: of the kingdom:- then;

if.they could receive . the. same wages. without, as.

‘with: the Corn Laws, it is.clear; those laws impose
upon them a tax, to the amount of three-fourths:of
It appears by Mr. Colquhoun's caleulations, that
three-fourths of the whole.population are produc:
tive labourers; aud therefore, :as hard-working
people,. when: they can get it, eat.at:leastasmueh
as the idle and.the nnemployed; it is fair-to.assume
that they consume,in proportion;to their:numbers;
that is;to say,that their consumption . of: agricul-
tural produce amounts to threesfourths of that.of
the whole kingdom. One. part;: barley convested
into. malt;. they. almost_entirely .consume; .as 8
much greater qﬁantity of malt liqﬁor, and qf;Bri.tiS:’-‘

.
i
i
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spirits; s . consumed: by _‘fféhé*‘ilfﬂibg(?!l’!’?iﬁgf‘i elasses; in

proportion to their numbers,than by .the wich, If
therefore it -should. appear, sthat the: - labourmg
classes -could - receive “precisely. the . same * wages
quently;.-that -those laws actually. lmpase upon :

them a tax :to'the amounit of upwards of ‘thirty-two
mrllwns‘.sterlmg,, 1t :may- safely be asserted, that

their stoutest advoeates must give  them up, as’

absolutely: indgfens:i_blfe: . And those in whose hands
is lodged- the legislative .. power; may bewe]l
assured, in-such a case, that should-ithey;at‘teiiipt‘
any: longer to ' force - their rejétnic-tions - upbh : the 1
peopley: the .people’s - physical power would snap
l;heiﬁ(mfds_.asunder-., and cast off their bends, Wlth
s much- ease -as Samson did the withies with
l.th‘ichs the' Philistines vainly attempted to bind
 Probably the whole question, whether' it be ex.

bedient to- retain: or to abolish our present system

of €orn Liaws; will. depend upon the solution of

the problem; « What would be the eondition of the

‘“, iN3111 T 1. Sy - B 5 ° i :
“labouring'. classes, as to wages, ‘if forgign grain

::E%Wa'.sfta]lov“{ed to, be imported, and wheat ‘was
. ;Oﬁﬁeq?efxglzy Lsold A our.markets, say at-fiftys
S ?ulf:shﬂhngs instead of seventy-four shillings the
“ :ﬁuart?‘n e }ﬂ‘a‘t s, at a d,ijﬂ'er,ertcg of twenty shils:
“ings in:the .quarter 27 © Tl s

: When ‘the »-A-:utl_gor; ‘of LﬁhéSe : .pages; a few : weeks

n
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"}assertmg, that the Corn Laws lmposed
‘the labourmg “classes’ of thlrty-tiwo riillionsjide
/Amlght have" ‘descanted ‘on’‘the- beneﬂts,
:ﬂ"supposed of trade perfectly freé in’ ‘every wayiihe
‘might have urged the” authomty ‘of
_of genius and science, who had 'so
"Zlnculcated the general principle of free straide but
:he thought if he could do nothmg more’ than?pht
“forth authorlty as argument ‘he” waidld oilyshe §
makmO‘ himself a trumpeter in the wake ofthose [
"‘great and dlstmgulshed md1v1duals, to'whege’ high ]

f“_hbjeet of the" “Corn Laws, he took "'ta fm

vig'l;émted “with " probably ‘many - othiers, *thatthe

"'ncr classes Would be able to' receivepré-

;_(01sely the same wages w1thout the Corn LaWsafas

AtaK upb“n

éalitor

Sihany! men
powefully

'reputatlon that ‘argument of authorlty would awe

“all its force; and as thlS class of‘men; thougheéty

S & Al

useful m thelr way, | ls qulte numelousd enough

"te/ a questlon, upon whlch the fortume
ess of so many thousands- depended

He therefone‘endeavomed to" make‘c“alculatmns as
‘to the ¢ffects ‘of the ‘abolition of the Com LaWS

h W

i
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gpon the workmg classes, from the bes sta,tlstlcal

>upon thls cxrcumstance, wﬁetker the labo%

ihelisses “could,. at the same tzme, enjoy the blesszng
of cheaper:. bread and thezr former rate of wayesfl
- vTheresult of the: best calculatlons he could make,
2 pf“Was greatly to. hls surprlse at the tlme, that tkey

gether deluslve, and bottomed upon ﬁnsound pmn—

Liples,
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" There- ‘are doabtless' many, who ‘are' réady 't
a(lrmt the principle, ‘that grain of all kinds beitig
the: product of labour, and bemg ‘in by ‘far: the
greatest quantity consumed in-this ‘country: by
daily Tabourers, ‘its. price must of- necessrty ‘berex
gulatedl by: the rate: of* dally Wages 5 8o’ that it i
utterly m’lpossmle for more thana very ‘short: tifi;
that its: purchase in’ any country 80 cxrcumstanced
can”be oiit of the power of the labourers of tht
country -for - mstance, that in ‘whatssever: country
agﬂculture is so far extended, that ‘the ‘quantityof
wheat it prodUee and' does :continually 'produce,
is able to ‘maintain all its ’populatmn, as long'ds
no part of that wheat is exported, it is net possiblé
it can- HSe, eXcept for a very- short time, %0 Sacha
price, ‘as to'put it .out.of the power of the labourmg
classes to: purcl;ase it: with their’ wages.  For'the
same quantlty s annually reproduced “must‘be
sold; and winst be consumed,  otherwise it will
shiortly pensh of itself; therefore, setting aside for
the present, a principle of great’ meortancea to'be

farther elucidated by and by, that the prlce “of ¢orh
‘must dlways be reaulated by the expence.of its’ pro-

duktion, thit is'to say; as it'will be attempted t

‘be shewn shor tly, by the: pmce of Zabom*———settmg this
asidefor the ‘present; it is obkus that the: prlée
-of grain ‘must a]ways ina Very short: timé, accorll-
“fmadate itself to the pecunlary meai§-of the great
Hhass of its purchasers and consiimers, that is, _Of

the labouring classes, because it is impossible”for

15

them,to. give, more for it than they have got.to gnve ;
a,pd 1f the: sellers are: not w1llmg to take that their
c()mmodxty must ,go unsold, . and: in consequence
bemo' ofa perlshable nature, must eventually be lost.

It isnot meant to deny, that in a great. manufac-
tmmg country, in: Whlcll thousands of ‘men may very
suddenly: be. thrown out of all employment and- in
which.the. rate of manufactuung wages is at tlmes
subJect to excessive ﬁuctuatlons——lt 18 not meanﬁ to
deny,:ﬁbut that l'n‘-such a country, cvreat occasmnal

bt e,,fall of Wages in any one: gr’ea,t branch of
mdustrv, can’ produce its ‘natural and necessary
e "‘duclng the rate of wages in all other
blganches ‘and, among thein, in the agricultural
bvanch,, andWW1th ‘that bt'mg about dlmmutlon in
[ i;ead through the consequent diminu=
tlon-m the expence of the: proeluctlon of all agrlcnl—

But zt 28, meant to be assented ‘that whenever a
]) @manent reductlon ta.kes place n the pnce of
maj ‘urlng wages, that _permanent: reduction
m!}$t,0ﬂ:,inecess1ty be Very shortly followed by a

—"f‘:there are:,;_ any persons Who .are dlsposed to
‘l‘llthllolf thelt;assent from. tlns doctrme, it; can only.
e, sald o, them at present; that it is.the doctrine

ey
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of .common sense, that it is proved. by uniform ex-
perience, . .and. that it is the received opinion of very
competent and skilful men. This will. not,. how-
ever,. it must, be. confessed hold good, in a year or
course of years of unusual scarmty ; or Where agri=.
culture is in a constantly declining state ; or where.
a great quantity of agricultural produce 1s exported
to other countries.

Still it may be urged that though in the case |

supposed, wheat cannot rise to such. a price as, to
put. it out of the power of the WOlkll’lg‘ classes to
purchase it, yet it may rise to such a price -as to
diminish thelr means of obtaining other comforts

‘To this it can only be rephed ‘that lf the price . of

bread has been increasing in any country, but has
not mcreased faster than the price of wages has
1ncreased the labourmg classes must, have been in.
a, condition continnally improving; and would be
put. into a worse condition, if they had to revert
back to their former low rate of wages, and cheaper
price of bread. Suppose that, with a certain price
of bread, a man could only gam a shilling a day;
and that he spent sixpence of it in bread, and six-
pence: m his other necessaries and comforts. Sup-
pose the price. of bread to be doubled, but that he
received two shllhngs a day instead ‘of one: he
would then, indeed, have to give a- shlllmg for, hls
darly bread, “which formerly only cost him six-
pence ; but’ then he would have a shilling'a day,
instead of sixpence, to spend in his other neces-

17

siries and “comforts; so that he would perhaps be

qulte ¢ertain not to'be worse off than ‘before; and:
very poss1b]y he mwht be slxpence a day unproved a
in his Theans of | procurmg enJOyments surtable to hls'-ﬁ

51tuatlon in life.

If we 'go’ back to the earhest perlods of our
hlstory, and ‘conie down to- the present time; we
shall ﬁud the mouey-prlce of corn almost con- i

of labour hhewnse contlnually mcreasmg in the same
way; and whiat i is of most importance, we shall ﬁnd
the ‘condltlon of the lower classes oontmually 1m- :

Eﬁﬂland attached to hls Chromcle, by Wllham
Hamson. AR

L There are old imen, (says he), yet dwelhng in the v111age $

Where Iremam, whxch have noted three things to be mar-

« vetlously alteled in- Engiand Wlthm their’ sound remem-.

“brance, and. other three thmgs, 100; t0o much mcreased :

“ One is the multltude of chlmmes lately erected, whereas in -
“ thelr young days, there were not above two or three, if so
5 E]a,!},)_” in most. uplandlsh towns 6f the realm, (the rehglous
louses and manor-places of theu lords always excepted
and peradventure some great’ personao'es) but each one
““Thade’ ‘his five: against a rere dosse, in the - hall, where he

“dined:and dressed his meat:—The second is. .the; great,

“(although" not general) amendment, of lodging ; for (sald,

they) our fathels (yea, and we ourselves also) have lxen

“ full oft upon straw ‘pallets, on rouwh mats covexed only
C

We may Judge of the sort of condrtlon in whlch :
our forefathers lived, from the followmg extracts
out” of Honest Holmshed “in the: descnptlon of

ey
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« with.a sheet, under coverlets made of dagswain or hop-

“ harlots, (L use their. own, terms), and .a good round log

“ upder their heads, instead of a_ bolster or p1llow Ifit
“« were s0, that our fathers, or the good man of the house,
. had w1th1n seven years of his marriage, purchased 2
¢ mattress or flock bed, and thereto a sack of chaff to rest his
¢ head upon, he thought himself to be as well lodged as the
¢ Jord of the town, that peradventure lay.seldom in a bed
« of down or whole feathers, so well were they contented,
“ and with such base kind of furniture ; which also is not
f‘ very much amended as yet in some parts of Bedfordshlre,
« and else where, further off from our southern. patts;
« Pillows (said they) were thought meet only for women
« in child-bed. As for servants, if they had anyﬁ sheet about
¢« them, it was well; for seldom had they any under their
“ Yodies, to keep them from the pricking straws that ran off
¢ through the canvas of the pallet, and rased theu hardéned
¢ hides.—The third thing they tell of, is the exchange of
« vyessel, as of treen platters, into pewter, and wooden
4 spoons, into silver or tin. For so common were all sorts
¢« of treen stuff in old time, that a man should haldly ‘find
« four pieces of pewter (of which one was peradventure a
« salt) in a good farmer’s house ; and yet, for all this fru-
« gality, (if it may so be justly called) they were scarce
« able to live and pay their rents at their days, without
. gselling of a cow, or of an horse, or more, although they
e pald but four pounds at the uttermost, by the year.”

l?resently he goes on to-say :

« And as they commend these, so (besxdes the decay of
« housekeeplng, whereby the poor have been relieved) they
w speak also of three things, that are growen to be very
“ gnevous unto them, to wit, the inhancing of rents, the
« dally oppressmn of - copy holders, whose lords seek to
“ bring their poor tenants almost mto plam serv1tude and
‘¢ ‘misery, daily dev1sm0~ new means, and seekmo* up all the

e e T e
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« old, how to ‘eut them shorter and shorter, doubling;
« trebling, and now and then seven times i increasing;, drlvmgf
“ them also for every trifle to lose and’ forfeit their tenures,
« (by whom the greatest part of the realm doth stand and 1;
* maintained), to the end they may fleece them yet more,
 which is a lamentable hearing. The third thing- the}:
“ talk of, is of wsury,.a trade brought in by the Jews, now
« perfectly practlsed almost: by every Christian, and so com=
“ mnnly, ‘that he is accounted but for a fool, that d‘oth‘ lend
“ his money for nothing. In times past, it was sors pro sorte,
“that is, the ‘principal only for the principal; but now
“ beside that which is the principal; properly called .usur a’
“ we challeno'e Joenus, that is, commodity of soil, and frults
“ of the earth, if not the ground itself. In tlmes past also
“ one.in the hundred was much ; from thence it rose untc: |
« .two, called in Latin, usure ex sewtante, ‘three, to Wlt
‘ ex quadranté ; then to four, to wit, ex triente; then to
i ﬁve, which is ex quincunce; then to SIX, called ex se-
mzsse, &e. as'the account of the asses ariseth ; and ¢ coming
) :;t the last to usura ex asse, it amounteth to twelve in the;
i }lllr:;dled and therefore the Latins called it cenzeszma, for,
) bi in the hundled moneth, it doubleth the prmelpal
N Du more of this’ else where. See Cicero against Verres,
. emosthenes agamst Aphobus, and Athenseus, lib. 13 in
fine’; and then, when thou hast read them well help, I
B play thee, in Tawful manner, to hang up such as take)
: centum pro cento, for they are no better ‘worthy, as I- do
) ,l]ludfre In conscience. Forget not also such landlords  as
) se to value théir leases at a secret estimatiom g'xven of the
- wealth and credit of the taker, wher eby they seem (as it
- Wexe) to eat them up, ‘and deal with bondmen ; so that
if-the lessee be thouO'ht to be worth an hundred pounds,
. he shall pay no less for his new term, or else another to,
enter w1th hald and doubtful covenants

&

R

e 1 am souy to
hp vt it, much more gueved to understand of the prac-
¢&’; ‘but most sorrowiful “of all, to understand, that men

c2
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‘¢ of great post and countenanee are so far from suffering

¢ their farmers to have any gain at all, that they themselves

. % beeome graziers, butehers, tanners, ‘sheepmasters, wood-

“ men, and denique quad non, thereby to enrich themselves,
“ and bring all the wealth of the country into their own
“ hands, leaving the commonalty weak, or as’ an idol with

“ broken or feeble arms, which may in a time of peace have

“ a plausible shew, but when necessity shall mforce, have
“ an heavy and bxtter sequel.”

In another part of Harrison’s -very amusing de-
scription” of the manners and customs of our f'ore-
fathers, he says,

“ The bread throughout the land is made of such grain as

- “ the soil yieldeth, nevertheless the gentility commonly

“ provide themselves sufficiently of wheat, for thelr own
¢ tables, whilst their household and poor nelghbours in

¢ some shires, are forced to content themselves with Tyeor
i barley, yea, and in time of dearth, many with bread made

 of beans, peason, or oats,or of altogether, and come acorns
“ among, of which scourge the poor do soonest tabte, sith
¢ they are least able to prov1de themselves of better I will
“ mnot say that this extremlty is oft so well _to be seen in
“ time of plenty as of dearth; but if I should, I could easily
“ bring my ftrial. For albelt that there be . much ‘more
¢ ground eared now almost in every place, than hath béen

“ of late years, yet such a price of corn continueth'in each

-¢ town and market without- any just cause; (except: ithe

(14

that landlords,do get licences to carry corn out of the land,
only to keep up the prices for their own private gains, and
“ ruin of the common wealth), that the artificer and poor
labou\mo' man is not able to reach unto it, but is driven to
¢ content hlmself with horse corn, I mean beans, peason,
¢« oats, tares, and lentils ; and therefore it'is a.true ploverb
‘ and never so well verified as now, that hunfrer setteth bis

13
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« first foot into the horse manger. = If the world last a while
after this rate, wheat and rye will:be no- grainifor.poor
‘men to feed-on ; and some ‘caterpillars there are, that can
« say so-much already »” :

-
-

-
-

,Speaking of the different kinds of bread, he says,

“ The next sort is named ‘brown bread, of the colour of
“ which -we have two sorts, one baked up as it cometh from
“ the mill, so that neither the. bran nor ‘the flour are any
“ whit diminished : this Celsus called autopirus panis, lib. 2,
“and- puttéth it in the second place of nourishment.  The
“other hath little or no flour left-therein at all: howbeit he
“ calleth it panem cibarium, and it is not only the worst
“ and weakest of all the other sorts, but also appointed in
“ old time for servants, slaves, and the inferior kind of
"‘fp'é’of)le to feed upon. .Hereunto, likewise, because it is
“ dry and brickle in the workmg, (for it will hardly be made
:,“)up handsomely into loaves), some add a portion of rye~
‘meal in our time, whereby the rough dryness, ‘or dry
“'roughness, is somewhat qualified ; and then it is named
“miscelin, that is, bread made of mingled corn. Albeit
that divers do sow or mingle wheat and rye of set purpose
at the mill, or before it come there, and sell the same at
the markets under the aforesaid name. In champaign
countries much rye and barley bread is eaten, but e&pe~
mally where wheat is scant and geson.”

" There does not appear to be any thing saxd
about the dress of the poorer class; however, the

reader may take the following copious extract, re-
Specting the dress in England, in good Queen
Bess’s time, which, if he does not think it too

]Ong, he will at least find very amusmg

“ An Envhshman endeavourmg sometime to wrlte of our
“ attire, made sundry platfonms for his purpose, supposing
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by some of ‘them, to find out one stedfast ground to bujld

the sum of his discourse. But in the end, like an. orator
long without exercise; when he saw what a difficult pieco
of work he ‘had taken in hand, he gave over his travel,
and only drew the picture of a naked man; unto whom he
gave a pair of sheers in the one hand, and a piece of cloth
“in the other, to the end he should shape his apparel after
such fashion as himself liked, sith he could find no kind

of garment that could please him any while together,

and this he called an Englishman. Certes this writer,
(otherwise ‘being a lewd popish hypocrite and ungracious
priest), shewed himself herein, not to be altogether void

‘of judgment: sith the phantastical folly ‘of our nation,

even from the courtier to the carter, is sach, that no form
of apparel liketh us longer, than the first garment isin the

‘ Wea’ring, if it continue so long, and be not laid aside to
receive some other trinket, newly devised by the fickle-

headed tailors, who covet to have several tricks in cuttmg,
thereby to draw fond customers to more expence ' of
money. For my ‘part, I can tell better how to inveigh
agalnst this enormity, than describe any certainty of our

“ attire; since such is our mutablllty, that to day, there is

‘nione to the Spanish guise, to morrow the French toys are
“mast fine and delectable; ere long rio siich apparel as that
~which is affer thé high -Almaign fashion: by and by,
the Turkish mannér is best liked of, otherwise the Morisco
gowns, the Barbarian sleevea, the Mandilien worn to
Collie Weston ward, and the short French breeches make
such a comely vesture, that except it were a dog m a
donblet you shall not see any SO° dlsgmsed as are mY
countlymen of England. RS 2 -

© o Twill say nothlno of our heads, which sometimes are-

(‘

(t’

polled sometimes curled, and suffered to grow at length

¢ like women’s locks; many times cut off above, or under

_the ears, round as by a wooden dish. Neither will I
meddle Wlth our variety of bealds, of which Jbome are

i ————
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~shaven’ from: the "chin, like. those~ of Turks; not a few:

cut short like the beard of Marques Otto;- some made

.round: like a rubbing -brush, -go‘gherr;ywi,th‘ a pique.de vant,
‘(oh! fine fashion), or now: and. then. suffered gt,,o,;:gl_jow
“long:;. the barbers being grown to be so cunning - in: this
. behalf as the tailors, -

And therefore, .if a man. have a
lean-and Stlalﬂ'ht face, a Marques Otton’s cut Wlll make it.

~broad-and large : if it be platter like, a long _slender b__eard
< will make it seem the narrower; if he be weasel-beaked,
then much hair left on the cheeks. will make. the owner,

look big like a bowdled hen; and so grim as a goose, if
Cornelis of Chelmeresford say true. Many old men_do

wear-no beards at all. .Some lusty courtiers. also, and
some gentlemen of - comage, do. wear either rmfrs of o*o]d

-stones, or pearl, in their ears, Whereby they imagine, the
;Workmanshlp of God not to be a little. amended But

‘herein they rather disgrace than adorn theu- persons, a.s_ by

.their niceness of apparel, for which I say most nations do
“ notunjustly deride us, as also for that we do seem to mntate

all nations round about as Wherem we be hke to. the

polypus or chameleon, and theleunto bestow most costu pon

our. a—ses, and much more than upon all the rest of our
bodies, as women do likewise upon their heads and shoul-
ders. In women also it.is most to be lamented t}ﬂat they
do now far exceed the lightness of our men, (Who never-
theless are transformed from the cap even to the very
shoe), and such staring attire, as in times past was sup-

- posed: meet for none but l1ght housewwes only, is now
‘become an habit for, chaste and sober matrons. What

‘should T say .of their doublets with pendants on the

breast, full of tags apd cuts, and sleeves of sundly

“ colours, - their gally gascons to bear out then' b—ms, and

make-their attire to sit plum round (as thev term it) about

“ their fardingals, and diversly coloured nether thCkS of sill

6«

v

Jerdsey; and such like, “whereby their bodles are rather
“ deformed than commended 1 have met w1th some of these
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trulls.in London, so dlsgulsed that it hath passed my skill

Thus it i is
now come. to pass, that Women are become men, and. men

" are transformed into monsters ; and these good:gifts, which
-

Almwhty God hath given unto us, to relieve our mecessi-

ties withal, (as a nation turning altogether. the grace of

‘e

God into wantonness, for ,

¢ Luxuriant animi rebus plerunque secundis),
not otherwise bestowed than in all excess, as 1f ‘we wist
not otherwise how to consume and waste them. T pray
God, that in this behalf, our sin be not hke unto that of
Sodom and Gomorha, whose errors were prlde, excess of

,_”‘dlet and abuse .of God’s benefits abundantly bestowed

I8
¢

upon them, beside want of charity towards the ‘poor; ‘and
certain’.othef pomts, which- the prophet shutteth up. in

by the unreasonable exactions made upon rich farmers, and‘

"of poor tenants, wherewnh to maintain the same. Nelther
was it ever merrier with England than when an Enghsh-’

man was known abroad by his own cloth ; and contented
h:mself at home, with his fine carsie hosen, and a mean:
slop ; his coat, gown, and cloak, of brown, blue, or puke,
Wlth some pretty furmture of velvet or fur, and a doublet
of sad tawny, or black velvet or other comely silk, withotif
such cuts and gawrish colours as are worn in thesé days,:

" and never brought in; but. by the consent of the French;

who think themselves the gayest men when they have:
most dlversmes of jags and change of colours about them,,
Certes ‘of all estates, our merchants do least alte1 thelr
attlre, and therefore are most to be commended for albeit
that whlch they wear be very ﬁne and costly, yet in forni

‘ 'and colour it representeth a great piece of theandient

grawty pertammg to. citizens and burgesses albeit -the-
younger sort of thelr lees, both in attire: and COS“Y:

housekeeplng, cannot tell when and how to make an

‘ertes the common wealth cannot be said to.
flourish, 'where these abuses reign, but i is rather oppressed
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«.end 3 as being Wwomen mdeed, i whom lall’\kmd of curm«
« sity is'to be found and' seen; and ‘in far gieatér” Mmeasure
« than-in women of hlgher callmg T might’ here” name’ a

-« sort. of hues divised for the nonce;’ wherew1th 1o please

« fantastical heads, as goose t—d gréen, pédse’ porrldge
“tawny, popingay- blue, lusty. gallant, the devil“in' the
“ head, (I should say the hedge), and su¢h'like ; but I pass
“ them over, thinking it sufficient to - have-said thus much
« of apparel generally, when nothing can partlcularly be
“ spoken of any constancy thereof.” : :

‘So much for honest Master Wllham Harrlson

It any one .should think that these rude extracts

are somewhat misplaced, in a dry and serious dlS-
cussion -on & very intricate question, he may per-
haps be rlght However, we may draw.this con-

clusion from them, that in the merry days of good ‘
Queen Bess, and probably long before, . there were

quite as heavy complaints of the extortion of land-
lords, and their extravagant rents, and of the hlgh
price of the necessaries of life, as in the present
days ; and with much better reason, because, for-
merly, these were so hlﬂ‘h compared with ‘the
nate of daily wages, that the poor were well off, if
they. could get rye or barley-bread, and were not
reduced ‘to that second sort of brown bread de-
scribéd above, Whlch “ hath little or no ﬂour left
tkerem at all R and whereunto, 11kew1se, “. be-
cause 4t 8 dry and brickle in the working, (for
it qwil] hardly be made up handsomely into loaves ),
Some add a -portion of rye meal e our e,
whereb by tke rougia dryness, or dry rougkness

-
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_ tk‘éb‘é‘of "z';'s‘ somewhat qualified.””  Let us remew:
ber “too, -  that the gentility commonly provide
thémselves szgﬂ‘icwntly of wheat for - their own
tables, whilst their household and poor- ne&ghbows,,
e some shires, are- forced to content themselves.

with rye or- barley, yea, and in time’ of dearih,
many with bread made either - of beans, peason,
or oats, or of altogether, and some acorns among,
of which scourge the poorest do soomest taste, sith
they-are least able to provide themselves of - better.
I will not say that this extremity is oft so well to
be seen in times of plenty as of dearth; butiff
should, I could ecasily bring my trial.  For albei
that tlzere be much more ground eared now almost
n every place than hath been of late years, yet
such a price of corn continueth. in each town and
market without any just cause, ( except ¢t be. that
landlords do get licences to carry corn out of the
land, only to keep up the prices for their own pri-
vafe gains and ruin of the common wealth ), that the
artificer- and poor labouring man s not able i
reach unto ¢t, but is driven to content himself with
horse corn, I mean beans, peason, oats, tares, and
lentils ; and therefore it-is a true proverb, and ne-
ver so well verified as now, that hunger seiteth- s
Sirst foot in the horse manger. If the world last @
while after this rate, wheat and rye will be no grain
f'oé“‘ poor men to_feed on, and some caterpz'llms’ there
are that can say $0 much already ”—We may safely
leave. this passage without.further coment, for the
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digestion of the ““ laudatdres temporis acti; Pers
haps it may prove as hard: to. them; as a piece of
the second sort of brown bread;* which-hath little
or no flour left therein at all,” :or of the bread made
of “’beans, :peason, and ‘oats, with a few acorns
among.”:If. we .were to take a journey into Pos
land, or some of the countries where corn is the
cheapest, we should stand a fair chance, according
to all ‘accounts, 'of meeting with something - very
like ‘the bread here described. It has long been
banished out. of “ merry England.” It is to be
trusted its: banishment may be perpetual.: Hence
it-appears, the low money-price of bread is by no
means, “alone, a criterion of the comfortable condis -
tion of the poor. Nay, the lower it is, the worse
the poor-seem to live; for almost universally, the
countries which are the greatest exporters of corn;
are, in comparison . thh their- nelghbours, the
poorest countries, - L . o

~We have already seen reason. to conclude, that;
the high ‘money-price of corn, which has now pres
vailed in the United Kingdoms for more than thirty
yeais last past, must be owmg to 'some or all of
the following causes: increase in the rate of rents,
taxes,.and daily wages. |

- We are told by the political economlsts of the
Present day, that rent does not, and. eannot: enter
into' the price of raw produce ‘If this: be true;
therefore, the present prices cannot’ be owing to
the high rents now’ paid for land : but whether it
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~ betrue or not, a little reflection may perhaps satisfy

us, that high rents: are ‘not the cause,; but the cons
sequence’ of high prices. ::For:if high rents were
the cause of the high price of corn,: there: could he
no limit to' which that price might not rise. : At:al]
events, rents:would never fall ; whereas, on the:con.
trary, we find uniformly,:that they rise and fall with
the ‘price of-agricultural produce’; indeed so much
so, and so thoroughly convinced of the fact have
some landlords been, that very large estates at this
present time are let under a corn rent; that-is, the
annual rent is made toj vary according to .the
price of a bushel of wheat, at certain markets on
certain days, or else on the average pnce of the
year | . Lt
‘'There cannot, theref’ore, be a stronger proof that
hlgh rents are not the cause, but the necessary and
unavoidable consequence of high price.: - Conse-
quently it is clear, that the rise of the price of the
necessaries of life does not depend,- or rather, is not
caused by the high rents of the lands on whlch they
are produced. e SRS

- Neither is the price of corn 1ncreased by taxatlon,
for this very good reason, because there are no
taxes upon it. Now there are very heavy taxes
upon malt, and consequently the price of malt is
very - considerably increased by taxation; but.it
cannot be: pretended, that the price of the batley,
of which the malt is made, is increased by this
taxation ; sp far from it, it is held by the agricul-

29

taral :interésty and- apparently: with. very. good- reds
son, -that the taxation on malt, by diminishing the
consumption, actually lowers  the price of barley;
and“acc()rdingly the price of: barley has been found
to rise in the market, as the tax upon malt has been
diminished. ' v o 1

- In France, and in many other countrles in Eu- _
rope, perhaps from the influence, the sect of politi-
cal economists called the French economists, have
had with the respective governments, a heavy. di-
rect tax, amounting to one-fifth of the rent*, is
laid upon all land. This must either be paid by
the consumer, and consequently make agricultural
produce so much dearer ; -or -else it must be a de-
duction out of the rent, and therefore the landlords
must - receive: only four-fifths of what they Would
otherwise receive, were there no tax. L

Probab]y 1t does. dlmlmsh the rent otherwne 1t

R It Would seem that the rent of land in France is neally
as hlgh or perhaps quite as high, as in England At least
the Author was informed by a very intelligent merchant of
Dieppe, a short time ago, that farms in France were usually
from: one to two hundred. acres ; were let'foreit,'her three,
5iX, or nine years, (three years including their course of
crops) at a rent of about forty francs, or thirty-two shlllmgs
an acre. At least that this was the case in his nelghbour-
hood where certainly the land is very good but it would
ot b’ worth more, if so much, for farmlng purposes in Eng-
land, than the same sum per acre. : It would seem that the
French acre (if that was meant, which it poss1b1y was) con-
tams one and a quarter Enghsh '
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must” increase the' price of grain; which “woul
therefore be cheaper by the whole amount of the
tax, if that tax were removed.’ SERRER TP

Now, as we have 1o such government tax i

,England ‘and at present, perhaps it -may be safely

asserted, no direct government tax whatsoever upon
agriculture, it is absurd to pretend - that the high
price of corn is oceasioned by taxation. Thereiseven
reason to believe, on the contrary, as in the case of
barley, that government taxation lowers' its price;

~and therefore that « taxatlon cannet mcrease by

What it feéds on.’ s gee

"~ Besides, we may pelhaps ﬁnd reason to- thmk,
that-the high aggregate amount produced by taxa:
tion in any country, like the high aggregate amourt
of rents throughout' the country, is not the cuuse,
but only the consequence of the high price of agris
cultural produce; . and in fact, that as long as the
same taxes continue, both rents and taxes must

. rise’ and fall in amount with the" rise and” fall of

ao'ucultural produce; that is, as will be’ attempted
in the course of these pages to be more fully deve-
loped, with the rise and fall of ‘the rate of: dally
wages. ‘Hence then it 'would seem, that the causes

of the rise of the price of agrlcultural produce, are'ts 1

be smwht for in the c causes which have occasmned
the’ rise in the price of daily wages : therefore to
these our-attention must be directed. I

- Now, probably albpolitical ecoanlsts will admlt
that the price of labour enters very considerably

81

into the price of agricultural produce. It is diffieult
to see how it can be denied that it does.so, by
those who admit that every thing is produced by
Jabour and by labour only; consequently the meney-
price of the produce must depend in some way, or
in mathematical language, be some function of the
price paid for the labour required to produce it.
Yet this obvious cause seems strangely to have
been overlooked : and it has become the fashion in
the present day, to ascribe the high price of corn
to the cultsvation of poor lands, and the remedy to
to be found for it, nothing else than throwing those
poor lands _out of cultivation, and deriving from
foreign . importation, . the same. quantlty of gralu
which they produce. . L R
~ Thls -general persuasmn ‘seems to have owed
1ts origin, solely, to a theory respectmg rent, in
the Author’s opinion not only false, but hwhly
pemlcmus It becomes therefore necessary to
state what that theory is, and to examine what
good grounds it has, to demand an admlsswn of
itstruth. This, joined w1th an enquiry what rent
is, shall be attempted in the following Sectiom,
The effect of tithe and poor-rates upon.the price of
corn, will come: to be considered in: anether part of
this dissertation: but with respect to tithe being
3 cause of the high price of corn, it is singular,
that after havmg been paid in this country. for
Probably a. thousand years, this pernicious effect

- Should only just have been dlscovered as, obvmus]y
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it can have no more 'effect now in raising the"

money-price, than it had a’ thousand or three
hundred years ago, or when we were a country
largely exporting grain.

SECTION II.

Berore we proceed to examine any theories,
let us consult common sense, and satisfy ourselves,
what rent s, about which so much is said, and
sometimes so little understood. A great outecry has
been raised, by inconsiderate persons, against rents,
‘as if extravagant or unreasonable rents could ever
be maintained ; or as if it were possible to produce
all the corn we consume, without @ingjﬂyf rent
fo_x the . land on which it is grown. Suppose the

farmers were, in every case, the owners of the soil
they cultivate, and that there was no such a thing

“as tenants, and, consequently, rents; would com

be at_all cheaper than it is now? Assuredly not.
The land of any country must belong to the whole
community generally, or it must be appropriated
to individuals ; and if so, it signifies little, who
‘those-individuals are, though, perhaps, that-appro-
priation may be best, which gives land to those

who discharge important public duties, for the be-

nefit of the whole community, in consequence .?f
the estates they hold. But this may be so, orit
may not. If it is for the public benefit, that the
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lands of any country should be apptropriated to ins
dividuals, it may be presumed, with the exception
of those who discharge important . public daties,
that it makes no difference who those individuals
are. Now, if the lands be cultivated, they must
either be so by the owner, or by some one else. It
may be observed, that there never will be any ap-
propriation in any thing which has no value. There
never has been any appropriation of the air we
breathe, or the light of the sun, or of the waters of
drunning stream, except, rarely, in the latter case;
and that too, in an imperfect manner ; so that any

| one might take as much for his own use as he

pleased: Now, in all countries that have emerged,

| if they ever were in'it, out of the state of naked
- savages, there has been an ‘appropriation of the
- soil, and the appropriation has been the more com-

§ vlete, the greater the advances which have ‘been
§ madein civilization. Hence it is a law of civilized
- life; eo-ordinate and co-extensive with civilization

itself, that, from some very general cause or other,

land has*val'ue';‘or,'. in other words, that it is

worth a’ good deal of labour to procute its appro-

P Priation to one’s self; in some countries, more, and
- Insome ¢ountries, less.  Various individuals have
B Deen fortunate enough to obtain an appropriation

of some of it for themsslves ; and others again have
been compelled to go without their share. Now,

- Wthe course of these different appropriations, it
bhas frequently happened, and will happen again,

D
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that a land-owner has got more land than he cap
himself - cultivate ; or that it is not convenient fo

him to cultivate it at all. A part of his land, there.
fore, or the whole of it, must either go uncultivated,
 or must be cultivated by some one else.  If it be
uncultivated, the value which occasioned its appro-
- priation is lost; and it is of no benefit to its holder.
Hence, in this case, the owner, out of a regard:to
his own interest, will"€ither sell his lands, or will
give his permission to another to cultivate themin

his place. - But then, what is he to have in.return’

for his. permission?  He_will have what ‘is called
rent ; and hence will arise an order of men called

tenants, paying an annual value to the owner ofithe |

- soil, for permission to cultivate it. - .. i
-+ We see then, when we look to the origin of ren,
we may not unfairly consider it. to be ‘an annial

value paid to the owner of the soil; by the eulti- 3
. vator, for permission to cultivate it. If it be asked, §

how much is that value? it is answered,; it is always
Jjust as much as the owner of the soil can- get; not

always as much as he chooses to ask, but onlyas -
much-as he can get. Ifa man has ahorse, whichhe §
is at liberty either to keep or to sell, he is entitled ¥
to ask for it, from any one who wishes to becomeits §

purchaser, as much as he pleases; and unless he

can get what is commonly hence called a fancy §
price, he will not be disposed to part with hishorse
at all. - But suppose he is obliged to- part withhis §
horse, because it is highly inconvenient for him'0 §
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keep it any longer; he must then be content to sell
it; not for as much ‘as he chooses to ask, but for as

- much as his horse will conimand in the fair. © - -

Now, the land-owner who is in search of a tenant,
is commonly in the situation of the man who is
compelled to send his horse to be sold at the fair:
He cannot cultivate his lands himself; and there-
fore he is compelled, either to forego the advantage
he derives from these lands being appropriated to
himself, or else to give permission to another to
cultivate them in his place, for as great an annual
consideration, or otherwise, as he can get for that
permission, under a usual condition, that the tenant

3 | shall cultivate the lands in such a manner, as will

neither injure them, nor depreciate their value.
- But then the question may still recur, how much
can he get for that permission? It is replied, that
he can and will get very little less, but rarely more,
than the ewcess of the profit and remuneration the
tenant can make upon that land, from his own time
and labour, and the capital he will have to employ
in its cultivation, beyond the ordinary profit and
temuneration which the tenant could derive from
the same capital and labour employed by him, in
any other way; or in any other trade. e
If he can make no more from cultivating -the
land, than he could do if he. devoted -his capital
and industry to any trade that might be free to him,
be can obviously afford to give no rent or conside-

ation at all, for the use of the soil; because, what-

D2
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ever he gave, would be a dead loss to him ; and he
would very soon discover, that it was just so much
for his interest to abandon his farming business ag
soon as he could, and to betake himself to What
would prove to him a more lucrative employment,
If, on the other hand, the tenant can obtain a
greater profit and remuneration, by devoting his
time and capital to the cultivation of the farm he
bolds, than he could do in trade, then it is mani-
fest he will very justly and propeily be called upon
to pay the difference, or the excess, to the owner
of the soil, for his permission. Indeed it is the
remarkable fact, that there perhaps always is an
excess of profit and remuneration in the cultivation
of the soil, in every country, over the usual profits
and remuneration of trade, which occasions land
to have any value, and to afford any rent for its
use. It is not now attempted to account for the
fact ; that may not be so easy perhaps; but the
history of all civilized nations, sufficiently esta-
blishes its universality. The rent may vary o
different lands, and does so, because the profits
and remuneration derived from their culture, vary
from various causes. It is the cultivation, or the
spontaneous productions of the lands, which give
them their value; for lands which cannot be cul-
tivated, and which produce nothing, if any such
there be, are worth nothing at all. Hence, -gene-
rally, it may be stated, withont fear of contradic-
tion, indeed it is so evident as perhaps to amount
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(o a tlmsm, that rent, in all cases, is the excess of
pxoﬁt and remuneration which a tenant can make
on his holding, beyond the ordinary profits and re-
muneration of trade ; that is, beyond what the
tenant could make in any other way. It is not
meant, that a tenant may not, some years, make
no profit at all; but that the principle is true, one
year with another, or on the average of years.

“Rent (says the writer of the article, ¢ Political
Economy,” in the Supplement of the Encyclopeedia,
Britannica) is properly that portion of the produce
of the earth which is paid by the farmer to the
landlord, for the use of the natural and inherent
powers of the soil.”—‘ Rent (says Adam Smith),
considered as the price paid for the use of land, is
naturally the highest which the tenant can afford
to pay, in the actual circumstances of the land.”—
The former is not so much a definition, asa de-s
scnptlon of rent; it merely tells us, that rent is a
portion of the produce; which is very true; and
very important ; but it does not tell us, what that
portion is, or whether the same, or any portion of
their produce, is pald by all lands alike. Dr. Smith
tells us, that rent is a price paid for the use of land,
and is as much as the tenant can afford to give;
but he gives us no means of ﬁndmg out how much
the tenant can give. 'The writer in the Encyclo-n.
pedia goes on to say, ‘“If buildings have been
erected on a farm, or if it has bﬁen enclosed,
drained, or any way improved—( Quéry. Was there




ever a f‘u*m let to a tenant that had no buildings
on it; ‘and had never been enclosed, drained, or
any way 1mproved?)-—the sum Whlch a farmer will
pay to the landlord for its use, will be composed
not only of what is properly rent, but “also of a
remuneration for the use of the capital laid out on
its improvement. In common language, (it is
added), these sums are always confounded together,
under the name of rent ; but, in an enquiry of this
nature, it is necessary to consider them as perfect]y
distinect.” — This necessity may be very much
doubted ; because it is 1mposs1b]e to separate these
two in practice, and because, if we wish to be un-

derstood and not lead others into error, we must
take Words in thelr usual acceptation, and not ina

sense which is not admitted to belong to them.
However, thus far there can be little real objec-
tion to What he has stated; though, whether a farm
be more or less lmproved or have more or fewer
bulldmgs upon it, the rent of the farm is always
understood to be that sum the tenant agrees to pay
for its use. But to proceed with the theory. ~All
persons. are pretty nearly agreed what rent is; but
the puzzle appears to be, what is the difference of
rents, between different acres of land? The fashion-
able theory says, the difference between the rents
of two acres of land, is the difference of their pro-
duce. 'The land-owners would be very glad to find
that it was so; at least, the fortunate owners of the
lands of the hlgher quality. It is supposed, that
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the Jowest quality of land that is_ eultlvated in
every. country, pays no rent at all; and that the
actual rent of all the other lands superlol in qua-

lity, is the dlfference between their produoe, and

the produce of this lowest quality. o
Thus, suppose different quahtles of land _repre-
sented by the Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, in succession,

No. 1, being the highest quality ; the other qualities

standmg in_the order of. the natural numbers, and
No. 7 bemg the lowest quality cultivated. Sup-
pose, a given. quantlty of land of the first quahty,
or No..1, produces 100 qualters of wheat ; the
secohd quahtv, or No, 2, 90 quarters, dnd so on;
50, that the same given quantlty of land of the
lowest quahty cultlvated or No. 7, produces oniy
40 quarters, and pays no rent. Then it is con-
tended, that the rents of Nos. 1,2, 8, 4, 5, 6, are,
60, 50, 40, 30, 20, 10 quarters in succession, or
the dlfference between their produce, and the pro-
duce of the lowest quality that happens to be cul-
tlva.ted and pays no rent; or, otherw;se,} if the
-rent of _the given quantlty of' No. 6, be 10 quarters,
then the rent of No. 1, is 60 quarters. According
to this theory, therefore, as long as there was only
one quality of land in cultivation, there could be
no such a thing as rent—it would be a. thing quite
impossible.

‘But as soon as No. 2 came into cultlvatlon then
the supposed given quantity of No. 1, would im-
mediately command a rent of 10 quarters. As soon
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as it was necessary to cultivate No. 3, in order to

~ supply an increasing demand, then No. 2 woylg

begin to command a rent of 10 quarters, and the
rent of No. 1, would be raised to 20 guarters. Ag
soon as No. 4 was brought into cultivation, No. 3
would begin to command a reat of 10 quarters,
and the rents of No. 1, and No. 2; would be raised,
respectively, to 80 and 20 quarters.  And so on.

Thus then, if we want to know what is the
standard of rents in any country, we must ask,
according to this theory, What is the lowest number
they cultivate? Have they got down to No. 7 yet?
or, Have they only yet ot to No. 6, 5,4, 3, or 27
and according to the answer, we should immedi.
ately know, whether the country was worked or
starved to death, by the oppression of inordinate
rents. : '

If this theory be true, it seems then, that the
more agriculture and civilization advance, the
harder and harder the people have to work, in
order to gain their daily bread ; and at every step,
have to drag after them a lengthened chain, every
day becoming more and more enslaved to the lords
of the soil, and every day having to pay to them
an increased tribute of toil and labour.

Whilst only Nos. I and 2 are under cultivation,
the poor working-people are living in clover; but
woe be to the unhappy wretches that are living in
a country so unfortunate, except for the owners of
the soil, as to have brought Nos. 6 or 7 into culti-
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vation! Hence, in compassion te their wretched

| state, it is high time to throw these accursed poor’
- Jands out of cultivation, which are the cause of so

much misery and starvation, and to pass an Act of
Parliament, to prevent their being ever ploughed

i future, or to have them sown with salt.

Ask the newspaper-writers and the political eco-
nomists, what is the cause of the misery, a part of
our population is, at present, unhappily labouring

under; and they will all tell you, it is owing to the

poor lands; and that there will never again be
peace or happiness in the country, till these are

- thrown out of cultivation, and the Corn Laws are

done away with, which alone forced them into cul-
tivation. Supposing for a moment, that this theory
is true; and that as pocrer and poorer lands are

- brought into cultivation, the portion of the produce

paid to the landlords of the more fertile fields,
becomes greater and greater ; let us consider how
large a portion of the produce of the soil ought to
find its way into the pockets of the landlords, and
compare that portion with what actually does find

~ its way there.

The greatest quantity of wheat that can be pro-
duced from any soil in Britain, and therefore we
May suppose from the very best, is 50 bushels an
acre; this, therefore, is the first quaiity, or No. 1.
There is no such a thing in England, as land pro-
(ucing wheat, without paying any rent for it.
The writer in the Encyclopsedia Britannica, (last
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Supplement, article, England), says : “ The quan.
tity of corn raised per acre, is of course very various,
according to the soil: 2% quarters. for.wheat, 4 for
barley, and 4% for oats, may be stated as a fajr
averageireturn ; though any calculation from. such
data, must be very vague; as, on some spots, the
produce of wheat amounts to. 6 quarters; on others,
to'only 17 quarters per acre.” -

Six. quarters is 48 bushels, 1L quarters is [2
bushels; therefore, as all land producing corn, pays
rent,. (unless the authors. of the Supplement of the
Encyclopeedia Britannica can produce land under
corn-cultivation, which never pays, and never has
paid any rent at all), it may be fairly assumed, for
the sake of round numbers, that the highest qualigy

of land cultivated in England, produces 50 bushels §
per-acre; and that if there were any land cultivated, §

that only just paid its expences, without affording
any rent to the landlord, that land would only,pro-
duce, in the present state of things, 10 bushels;

because we find, that land. producing 12 bushels,

actually pays rent. Hence then, according to the
theory, there are, or might be, five qualities of
land cultivated in England, yielding, respectively,
50, 40, 30, 20, and 10 bushels per acre; for we
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| . but we ‘must _ supposé tha.t" théy 'profce‘éd ‘. gradualfy J

and that there are as many degrees between 50 and

40, as bétween 40 and 80, or 80 and 20.  But in
~ this state’ of things, according to the theory,-the

retit. of Ne. 1, is 40 bushels; the rent of No. 2,

L 30 bushels; the rent of No. 8, 20 bushels; the rent
| of No. 4, 10 bushels; and the rent of No. 5, no-

thing. Hence, the average rent upon these five

acres, of the five different qualities of land culti-

vated, equidistant from each other, must absolutely,

| and of necessity, represent; if the theory be true,
| the averag: rent of the kingdom. The five rents

amount to 40 -+ 30"-+v 20 4 10 4+ O bushels of

. wheat, that is, to 100 bushels of wheat; therefore,

the average rent of corn-land in the United King-
doms, at the present times, must be 20 bushels of
wheat per acre. In the same way, the average
produce upon thes¢ five acres of the five different
qualities of land cultivated, ‘equidistant from each
other, must absolutely, and of necessity, represent
the average quantity of wheat prodiced in England
per acre, Now the five different produces amount
to 50 + 40 + 80 + 20 -+ 10 bushels of wheat,
or to 150 bushels of wheat; therefore; the average

: }produce of wheat per acre, through the country,
find, that about 50 bushels per acre, is the highest

_produce any where, and that land is actually cul- §
tivated, paying rent, and producing as low as 12 E
bushels per acre. Now, the qualities are not per §
saltum, from 50 to 40, and from 40 to 30, and soon; §

must be 80 bushels of wheat; but the average rent
was proved to be 20 bushels ; or, if this theory be
true, the average rent throughout England, or
throughout, the United Kingdoms, for it is the same
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thing, must be two-thirds qf the whole pr oduce, a
palpable reductio ad absurdum.

For what is the fact? Let the writers of the
Supplement of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, speak
for themselves, in the following quotation, extracted
from the article England, p. 116:

-« Connected with these calculations, (says the writer),
“ is the value of the total annual produce of land in England,
“ This is necessarily subject to fluctuation; the high price of
“ a particular season, leading in the next to an extended
“ tillage, and wvice versd. Taking wheat at the medium of
“ 80s., and other corn at thie prices at which importation
“ begins to be allowed, we shall find an average-produce of
somewhat more than 60 millions sterling in corn; to which,
“ adding a similar value in pasturage, and a farther allowance
¢ for hops, fruits, and vegetables, we have a total of from
“ 130 to 140 millions. Such seems to be the collected value
“ of the annual produce of the land of England and Wales,
“ and of the labour and capital bestowed upon it. That this
“ estimate is not materially wrong, appears from a reference
“ to the Government Returns of Rents, (under the Property
“ Tax), which, in 1810, amounted to nearly 30 millions ; and
“ 4t is common o consider the rent from a Jourth o a Jifth
“ of the gross produce, In Scotland, the rent bears a hig‘ljéf
“ proportion to the produce, being, in general, not_less than
“ one-third. (Evidence in Corn Committee Report, 1814).
 —This is owing, certainly not to greater capital, and still
“ less to superior soil, but to an exemption from tithe and
‘“ poor’s-rates; also to the use of long leases. A further differ-
“ ence of rent in favour of Scotland, is found, on examination,
“ to be but apparent, and is explained by the larger sizé
“ of the Scotch acre.” :

(13
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What are we to say then to a theory, from whlch
the rent of the kingdom ought to be two-thirds of
the gross produce of the soil,” when it appears that
it is, and is admitted to be, by those who hold that
theory, only one-fourth, or one-fifth? And it may
be added, that the rent of pasture-land is always
amuch larger portion than that of land under corn-
cultivation, because the pasture being almost the
spontaneous production of the soil, is attended with
little or no labour or expence; consequently, when
the general average is taken, it must necessarily
increase the apparent portion of their produce, paid
by the corn-lands as rent. Are we not then entitled

- tosay of this theory, that it is false, and little better

than idle, contemptible nonsense?

But this same theory has had very great influ-
ence; has rendered a considerable part of the
kingdom highly dissatisfied and discontented with
the present . state of agriculture, and loudly to de-
mand from the Legislature, to contract the agricul-
ture of the kingdom, by throwing out of cultivation
the lands of an inferior quality, so as to deliver the
people from the oppression of exorbitant rents,
which have no foundation, except in the fertile
imaginations of the theorists.

Is it therefore harsh to say, that this themy is
not only not true, but also pernicions? Let every
olie judge for himself. A theory represents the
tental of the United Kingdoms, as two-thirds of
the produce; Whexeas, it is really found to be
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only one-fourth, or one-fifth; and, under the . most
advantageous .. circumstances, -only one-third g
most. Yet, on the strength of that theory, the
Nation is called upon to take one of the most extra.
vagant, and wildest steps, that ever was proposed

to rational men; to throw a considerable part of §

their lands out, of cultivation, and to destroy a
considerable part of their farm-buildings, farming-
horses, and implements of husbandry.

“ A quarter of wheat (says the writer of the article <Po-
litical Economy,” in the Sup. Encyclo. Brit.) may be raised
“ in the Vale of Gloucestershire, or in the Carse of Gowrie,
“ at per haps a fourth or a ﬁfth part of the expence neces-
sary to raise it on the worst soils i in cultlvatlon A bushel
of wheat (says the same writer, article ¢ Corn Laws,”at
least with the same signature, S.S. page 356) might be
“obtained from the rich soil of the Carse of Gowrie, at a
* half or a third of the expence necessary to produce itin
“ less favourable situations, and might therefore be sold for
“ g half or a third of the price of the other. But if the de-
¢ mand is such as requires the culiivation of inferior ]ands,
“ the price of the produce of the richer lands must be ele-
“ vated to such a height, as will admit of the ordinary pio
“ fits of stock Leing realized on the poorest; if it were not
“ raised to this height, the cultwatlon of the inferior lands
“ would be abandoned, and the necessary supphes of food
“ would be no longer obtained.”

<
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Here, if by less favoured sxtmtlans, the pooxest

smls are meant, we have by the same writer, 8

quarter of wheat asqerted to be raised at a fourth
or a fifth part of the erence necessary to raise it
on the worst smls and a bushel of whea,t to be
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qaised -at half or a thirdithe same expence; -each af

the same place; namely, the Carse of Gowrié. Tn-
deed this assertion is quite consistent with-the
theory, which would be absurd, unless‘its: aup-—

_ porters were prepared to make it.

- But it is denied, that a quarter or a bushel of
wheat can, at the same rate. of wages, be raisedon
the'Carse of Gowrie, or any other carse; for elther
a half, third, fourth, or fifth the expence on“any

other ‘lands whatsoever, which are under cultiva-

tion, unless indeed these carses be of such a pecu-
liar nature, that they never have been “manured,
and never requwe to be so, and may contlnue to
manure If they are in this condltlon, the asser-
tion may be very true; but if, like all other.]ands,
tkey require.as much manure to be put on per acre,

as produce lias been taken off per. acaﬂe, then the

poutlon may be very safely denied.
_The Encyclopedist, apparently quoting from Mr.
Malthus,. gives us the following extract :

e I have no hes1tat10n then in aﬂirmmg, that the reason,
Why the real price of corn is higher, and continually rising
in countries which are already rich, and still advancing in
Prosperity and population, is to be found in the neeessity
of resorting constantly to poorer lands, and to machines,
which require a greater expenditure to: work .them; and
- Which consequently occasion each fresh: addition to, the
_‘" 1w produce of the country to bé purchased at.a greate
cost; in short, it is be found i in the lmportant tluth . that
“eorn is sold at ke price wecessary ‘o yield the * actial
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Lpply; :'omol u@,’“&é i proo[uc

of thzs'supply

““does not enter into “the cost of prddu‘
“ no-influence whatever on ‘prices. -8till} better*-t0;~e1uc1date
¢ this fundamental principle, let us'suppose: ‘that an mdm-
‘¢ dual has two loaves on his table, ong raleed on very, femle
“ land, the other on the worst land in:c
“ 'latter thele Wﬂi be no rent, and it will be w
- between Wao“es and plOﬁt We have Al ady sh“
it s “the ‘cost of  producing’. this 10af; ‘Which  Will'thgtlals
<. the-price of all other loaves + and although itwill be dite)
.. that; the vent which the"leaf -raised-on the best land will
- ;aﬁ'ord will_be..equal to all the dlﬁ‘elence between the
' ‘i expence of gmwmg the com of Whlch itis made, and the
"‘i'corn 1a1sed on the Wmst lands of Whlch the “standard Toaf
< is nade H yet ‘it is only in consequence “of thls dlfferencé
‘that: any rent: Whatever is pald St i

]and is alweys equa,l to the dlﬁ‘erence of theu':
P 'd_uce that if one, for msifmce, prcduced fOJ,‘t,‘/
bushels of Wheat and the other only twenty, the

ecomes
SO

of every acre, whether good. or bad, till all ‘the-
produce is sold and converted into money, were |

per acre is sufficient to pay the fa.rmer,and,the
labourer, and that all above ten bushels, whether

forty bushels, must. necessarlly be the rent ; because
,derlved from the land, beyond the ordinary profit

and remuneration of trade.

such vulo‘ar thmos as tithes, poor-rates, end other

difference of their rents would be equal to twenty

bushels of wheat. This could not be demed tf the
expences upon every acre of \land were the same.
Are the theorists in a condition to prove this? If
not, . upon what basis have they grounded their

theory? And how comes it, that they have put
iheir theory forth( as a fundamental_ principle.

~ adopted and set forth in books of science, without
 due enquiry and consideration upon this material

point % /1f the expences attending the cultxvatlon

the same, then it is manifest, that the land whlchi

pays no rent, - produces just enough to pay the |
labour, seed and the farmer’s profit and remune-’
ration: for if it produced less than was suﬂ'iclent
for these, it would never be cultivated at all.{

Hence, if all land producing more than ten bushels
per acre pays rent, it is manifest, that ten bushels

on any land, the surplus be ten, twenty, thirty, or

it would be the excess of profit and remuneration

Probably these theorists were t0o phxlosophlcal
in theu' views, to condescend to pay attention to

Agricultural taxes: otherwise they might ‘have
.

S ey
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known;. that. their amount :did not' depend mpon
the .bulle of the superficies cultivated, but, upon, the
lml'ik of the pr 'oduce;"and therefore that, as, far, as
they are concerned, the chargee upon, aH Lmds are

very far from bemw the same, but happen to, be'

just ﬁve times as much upon land producing fifty
bushels, as they are upon land producing only.ten.
Yet these things, tithes, poor-rates, and other, agri-
cultural taxes, make a very prominent feature in'a
farmer’s accounts; and any results meant to: be
practical, in which these are left out of all .conside-
ration, must be very wide of the mark, and lead
the farmer, if he allowed himself-to be gnided by
them, into very serious scrapes. But this is notall;
there are many other very heavy and serious.ex-
pences in farming, which are not accmdlng fo,the
.superficies, ‘or so much per acre, whether.the, SQIl
be. good or bad, but according - fo tke bulk of the
crop Wha.t shaﬂ we say to the manure; 1equued
““““ VVhat ehall we sav to the reapm

puttmg mto shocks, carrying off. the produce,. and

sstacking it? What shall wesay to the. threshing.it,

and carrying it to'market? All the expences attend-
i ing these laborious. operations, are. not according
.to the number of acres. the farmer ‘may.cultivate,
,but ragcording to the bulk of the crop.

tNow lands, such. as.are found in Amex ica;:8
many other newly-peopled countries, have; many. Of
them, such a mass of ve«retable matter .acecumu-

v'ra,b]e chemlstry

e -
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lated i]pon “thieir surface by the“de(‘;ay of" plants |

spontaneous]y produced for’ ages;’ that they may ‘be
cropped for several years together, without™ the
very expenelve and laborious process of manuring

‘theland: " “And this is probably the principal cause

why America, with.a high rate of wages, has been
able to- sél-her agricultural produce comparat:vely
socheap. But in the course of a very few- years
this “is all exhausted, and then the landb must

cither be- manuled or they will cease to ‘afford a

profitable’ return. * Hence it very soon becomea
necessary to put as larwe a quantity of manure,
or ‘nearly so, upon the land, as produce has been
taken off ; ‘or the manuring must always bein
proportion to'the bulk of the crop; otherwise the,
linds would yield less and less grain every suc-
ceeding “year.

rl

~If the country annually sends:its’

‘}pmducé to-the towns, it -returns to the- countly
‘againin’ the shape of manure, to be again ¢oii-

ited- inte - human ‘sustenance by Nature’s admi-

ived in proportion to the bulkof the crop:.

£ S0y ‘then” from" the- expences- attending - the

~0U1tIVat10n of all’ lands bemg the same;’ for the»

Same extent of surface, we find, that a very large
:Portlon ‘of them are according fo the bulk: of the

op1f e every expence ‘of cultlvatxon varled exuctly

Aeeoiding to'the bulk-of:the crop; then:every bushel
E 2

| Therefore; to prevent the la,nd A
“fi6m" determrdtmo* in condition, and to- keep it up”
to its full powers ¢ of productlon, it must always be'
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of 74f'gba;inawcmldwexabt]y' pay the same quantity;.as
rent, :on whatever:sort of land it -was grown;:whe:
~ ther:an acre’of 'such: land .prodiced 50,.40;:30;
20;-or'10:bushels: of: grain ; and the:effect: would
e this, :that-an acre of land,
bushéls; would:be ‘worth five -acrescof; land: that
produced only 10 bushels per acré,: with:the: addi-
tional sconvenierice; however, .of ‘having:all i:the
-good .qualitids - possessed by the:five -acres;:icom:
pressed-intoithe compass: of one: acre::; Andy simiis
larly; an acrethat produeed 40. bushels; would:he
worth ‘two acres -that produced: only:'20:bushels
per- acre, wlth a similar advantageof convehience.
But it cannot be denied, that a part of: the:labours
.of agriculture,- though probably :a’small spart:in
“¢omparison with.the whole, is"in~proportion;:not
'6f the'bulk of ‘the” crop, but.of the: superficiesizof
‘this ‘nature, is the labour:of :rrepairing":theizfences,
and - the ‘ploughing; but inthelatter-case;:ihe
~stiffer the soil; the: more - labour: is: required ‘in
-ploughing. Now, the largest crops’ ofwheat are
-always grownon: the strongest soils.
“soils would'not be able to' carry 'so heavy. a-burden,
sand’ the crop ‘would run the hazard ofbeing'laid,

and spoil, if the injudicious attempt of forcingotbo
“heavy'a crop on-light land ‘were made: - Neverthe-
~less«there! is -poor land; of ‘both a:‘heavy and+a
“light: seil; - that is, someé poor-land- réquii"é?s‘"gmrbre

labour:to plough “it;than ‘ether: poor- ‘land ‘does ;

so:that’no”general calculation:canbe-niade:; «Thie.

that; produced:: 50 .

~Thedighter

]
3.‘
| 8
.
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same niay be said ‘of: the; seed;-and:consequently
thdssowing:z; «The: Author ‘being mo:farmer, inor
agrictilturist, ‘and‘knowing ‘no moré:about farming;
than & manliving inthe country cannotifail:of doing;,
whosonlykeeps:his eyes and. his ears open,:.cannot
state’any general rule, as.to the proportion:ofiseed
sown onigood-or bad land : itis his belief; that:more
séed iis.commorily: sown upon good.land;:thanupon
inferior:soils ;:but he is not prepared:to.say, ‘it-is
alwaysin: proportion to:the bulk - of the:crop:::.He
‘hasiunderstood: that the. quauntity of-seed: sow,
evemupon-lands of the same quality, varies consi-
derablyin different: parts of the country; oneprac-
tice:béing: in: favour: of more: seed, another: of less.
,Butun 4ddition to.. the  circumstance :of: fertility,

wents:will-vary from other causés; because:the
‘excess of the: farmer’s profit, . over the usual..profit
-andiremianeration .of trade, will‘vary from. them.

These:are; .exemption from tithes, a low standard

.of poor=rates, and.other charges on land ; nearness
wor distance from: the market where ‘the produce.of
ithe: farm’is . to..be-sold, or from . lime. and other
‘manures,. the use of ‘which . greatly .increases. the
productiveness: ofthe soil ;

:‘thenelghbourhood of a.eanal;

RN

good Or: bad roa.ds, or

+Adl, these :things . affect | the rent because they

-affect the outgoings on the. farm, and. the giantuim
‘of labour . necessary for the production and. saleiof

what i is grown upon it. .. Hence it not- unfrequent]y

liappens, . that ?']§%d55551jﬂ.ﬂtllrazllfy ,o.f,.Ma_,\_lgw,-;jdegxgegiof



54

fertility; . but’ advantageously ‘situated ;2du these
‘rédpécts,: yleld as great a:profit: to the cultxvator

and-of: courSe as’ gredt a:rent 'to the- landlord a8

~ Tands of'a mich higher degree: of natural fertility,
‘but labouring under’ & disadvantageous situation,
- Theréfore; unléss we attach a much diore’ complex
‘idea to-the term, fertlllty, than-is commonly con-
veyed by that ‘word, it will not always be: trie,
‘that ~tents’ are- hlgher or lower according: to the
fertility of the lands on which they: are paid. +In

estimating how much the tenant can ‘afford to

‘give, there are; indeed, so-many things to:be! faken
-into: consideration, that it is. very-difficult to-lay
~down any rule less general than :this, that rent in

~every ease, is the excess of profit and remuneration
‘obtained by the tenant: from his farm, above: the
‘ordinary profit and remuneration of trade. It.is
thought, that the profit and remuneration: .of:the
farmer are commonly not equal to those of a man
“in trade, possessing the same-capital. It may be

so in-some slight degree. The occupation of a

“farmer -cither bemg really, or being considered to
be, more agreeable than:that of a man in trade;
“the fasmer may, p_erhfmps, on this account, ‘be con-

tent to take something less profit and remuneration,

‘than he might reasonably -hope for, as: a trader;
but then' there must clearly be a. limit, which
~practice and experience will sufficiently-ascertain,
‘beyond 1 which the profit and remuneration of: the
-‘farmer cannot be depressed. - If ‘any circumstances

e —

 §
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should happen to depress them: for:a time, it would

have. ithe: effect of :transferring farming capital.io
trade;otill increased -competition on the;one:side,
and: diminished . competition -on ‘the: other, had

restored the proper equilibrinm. vpiet i
+It-is.the.circumstance of- farmers makmo dlﬁ'erent
pmﬁts,‘ion - different - lands, which. occasions- the

difference:of rents.. Were it possible that the profit
on'every aere of land were the same, which:is tan-

tamonnt to: what: the. theorists mean by all: theiland

cultivated being.of the same- degree of fertility, it

would . by no:means- follow, as -they -assert, .that

there: would:::be:-no  such . thing as. rentst ,thare ‘
might; orithere might not, according-as therewas

any.excess;: or.otherwise, of: profit and remunera-
tion:on-capital .employed. in agriculture, over:the

same capital employed in trade. It is clear,: that
there never. could be much less profit and remu-

neration from agriculture than:from trade, other-

wise: the. land: ‘would never be cultivated, :and the -

people would starve. 'There might be an excess of

profit, in one state of society, in this case, in favour

ofagriculture ; and in. another state of socwty, there
»mlght be none.. - \ ~ T T
. But as it may. be conﬁdently sald to be impos-

\Slble,.l-that.there ever can be the same quantum of
profit upon every acre of land cultivated in-a coun-
try,-because it is not possible for all to have asitua-

tion’;equally. eligible, and it would ‘be a strange
chance, for. the natural advantages of the soil just
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tohappen, +in ‘every-case, to'balarce, anduio wove;
thefortuitonsadvantages of situationsit is:needless:
- textrouble=ourselves with: the'tconsiderationsiofus;

case, that“*ﬁ@i‘rer* ‘has, and it ‘may: "EOrrﬁdeﬁﬂyz'be&
said, never can’-occur..:

to tHe‘*éXCéS‘s' ‘or the value of the excess:of théir
produ """" “over the produce of an-acre’ of landin’ thé:
same country that can pay ‘no rent;: becaiise ‘the:
expences of “cultivation, and “those attending the:
occupancy; are” by ‘no ‘mieans thesame for every!
acreof land, but vary nearly accordmo torthe bulk’
of:the crop. If every expence in every case. varicd
exactly as*the: bulk of: the ‘crop; from thetimeof:
the land*being ploughed till the produce waysold
in' the'market, ‘then, as was observed before; every
bushel of - wheat, let it be grown wheresit wouldy!
would: pay the same portion-of it to the!owner ‘of
the soil ; ‘and: the “rents ‘of ' different lands would

~ be in the exact! proportion ‘of  their’ produce thelr

value would be in the like. preportlon Lt
But it cannot be denied; that:eveniwhe
local advantages are the same, a portion of the labour
of: agmculture ‘will-be: accmdmg tothe superficies;
or::so much per acre..~ Suppose that’ this-quantity
of labour: amounts’ to seven bushels ;- and: suppose;
after this is’ paid, the remaining part of:the:pro¢
duce always:pays @ third to the landlord, that:is;
after having -deducted that. part-of zthe: labourj

‘Hence, -upon :the iwhole;-
sufficienit has:‘perhaps been said:to shew, that the:
rent of different acres of land is’ by no 'means'equal’

|
1
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which may: ‘be .considered as: constant for all-lands;
so:thatiiall the ‘remaining.expences arestrictly-in:
ion:t0.the’-bulk: of:ithe crop:s:let:iis.then:
.on-this : supposition, the :rents -dn : two:

compare;:

acres of f];a’:lilds;%:e;o;ngiojf,vvhiich produces {50 bushels; -

and ithie - othér .only 10. . Deducting- 7 :bushels:

from\50 there remain 43 ‘the - third. ofyw

B 14:::deducting 7- from 10, the'remainder- is:8; a
:  third: of »which is 1-bushel ;. ‘
143 bushels; ‘and 1 bushel, 'respectively, and their:

that is; the:rentsiare;

dlﬁ’erence is: 185 bushels. But according: to..the.

fashmnab]e theory;itheir dlﬂ'erence of rent- ouwht to.

b 40 bushﬁls “Now, _corn-lands that produce, 0
bushels, ke - fa]low -every- thnd year commorxly,,
therefore-they. have - two crops ~évery three . years:
We:may: suppose the ‘second -crop. to:be equal iris

value; to:-the first, because;: thoucrh a-bushel:ofi

bmley, orioats;’ or beans, which may: ‘happenitd

the second.-crop; be less. in- price:than a:bushel.of

wheat; :still- the..produce -consists: of -a . greater;
number.of ;bushels, : the average quantity per.acre
being, as before - quoted, 2% - quarters ;;for ;-;Wh@,at‘i"
4 for-barley,: and 4% for oats.: - io.v
whlence, an: acre of land producmg; 50 bushe].s
everysthree years, yvlll be .able to: pay:285 ::bushels.
asrent, which, at.10s..a bushel,- would -amount.
toil4d: 7s. and therefore would pay-about 4% 16s:
annual irent. - On the other theory;.the rent paid
in: thrée years, would amount to 80. bushels; ‘whieh;

at:10s: a.bushel, makes: 407, and. the annual rent

ihich:is
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wonld: be;138L.7s. ; <Now, so far from:an acre: of

~ landy.under:;corn :cultivation, . havmg ever: paid s

higha xent as 184 7s. per acre, it may with..good
reéison - be :very . much:: doubted, - whether at : that

acre;:or even- more, when the land‘.i;haiSistQIlﬁVQ!_"XY
‘good;:has been paid for pasturage land, . neaxlarge

‘towns; or evenvillages: 38/ per acre of annual rent,

Wm,gldbe reckoned a high rent for any land . under
tillage in:most times. ~The rent for land. of average

‘quality; for’ farmmo' purposes and corii cultivation;
‘igfcommonly. from 20s.-to 80s. an. acre ;-but.pro:
‘bably when from 4/ 16s. we subtracted.: what. was
‘paid:: for: tithe -and poor-rate, and. other charges
‘acting as a diminution of rent, we should find:that
our calculation would very - nearly accord with
'the results . of ‘experience, -and reduce the: rent

u-p_anthe ‘best land in cultivation to about, 8/.per

acre; and in the same way for the other cases. +S0

far,” therefore, from the cultivation of the ‘poorer.
soils increasing the rents.of the best lands: to-an

‘¢normous amount, itis.an extremely dubious: and
doubtful point,.whether their: cuitivation tends:to
increase those rents atall. =~ If they do, it can.only
bein:a.veryslight degree. Nay, one of their effects,
by ‘increasing the  quantity produced, .obviously

tends: to-lower rents, by lowering the price ‘per

'bus,he! ~Take-two. bushels of wheat, grown upon

£:wheat, an acre .of the -best. land. in; the
‘kingdom;.under-corn cultivation, ever:paid.so much
“as.even: 44 13s. annual rent. A rent. of 160 per
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linds of diffevent degrees of fertility:{then as one

part:off the’ expente is cotistant; and niot:caccording

totthe bulk ‘of the ‘cropytit is. wmanifest; that sthese

1wt biishiels’ eannot ‘contribute: equal portions to-the

liidlord:s Beciuse, in preparation, one'bushel has
cetainly been produced with alittle: riore:labour
than*‘the other. ©* Whatever: this" difference-: may

be; miore or less, it is. so much the more spentin

agticultural labour in: the ‘one. case; than in’the
other.-:Now; inthe ‘case of ‘the better soil; this
diffsrence;  instead of being spent: in so-much more

agticiltural tabour, goes into the poclte’t" of - the
landl‘ord s+ How -isvit:then spent 2+ Why it
spéiitfiipon: thie labour 'of manifacturers and:handi-
crafts. But-how ‘large- is ' this ‘difference? Per-
haps'the ‘average rent of the kingdom, including
hie’tithe and poor-rate, may  be one-fourth of the
gross ‘produce - possibly this difference paid by
lands of a quality below the average rate;"may
amount - to -so’ much: as one-tenth ~of ‘the -whole
tental, -The estimation is very vague, but:perhaps
it is more- than enough; consequently this :differ-
ence would amount to one-fortieth part of the gross
pioduce. - Hence, then, this mighty question-about
the ‘poor lands, and this outcry against their culti-

vation, se‘emsmere]y*ftd ‘amount;‘to ‘this, whether

one-fortieth part of what all the grain in-the king-
dom costs, or about. a million and. a half; shall be

spent in maintaining'so muchadditional agricultural

hbour, or so much additional handicraftand manu-



yleld ne rent the capltal and labour ernployp d, to
raise it, ‘must yieldthe ordinary profits-and: remu.
ti of - tiade.
emp]o ed’in manufacturmg somethmg to exchange
against a quarter of wheat, 1nstead of berng actually
employed in -producing it from land yielding. no

it;- the profit and remuneration would be just the
s‘arn f’"’in'th’e’“‘One‘case as in the other; so that.it is
no easy ‘matter to see, where the Nation would' gam
by the exchange. ‘But questlons of thls kmd “are
ver ;;dlfﬁcult and intricate ; ;. peoy '

sider .them-only- partrally, and not, view them n; all V

their bearings; and the conclusions drawn-accord-
1ngly, to be incorrect. ': However, we are- confess-
not gyet advanced far enough proper]y to dls-

CUSS

what is to follow ‘ e T i

wft ise extremely drﬁ‘icult perhaps we. have not
sufﬁcrent data; to ascerteln, whether a-larger por-
tlon ‘of the produce goes to the owner “of 'the sol
‘now, . than’ formerly, taklnfr into consmleratl
present lmproved state of ao*r lculture, and of course
-the immensely increased quantity, of produce.. The
followmg passage is extracted from Henrys Hls-
‘, tory of Eno*land, vol iv. P 105

.y 1 The Saxon prlnces and oqeat men, who, in the dmswn
o of _the.conquered. lands, obtained  the largest shales, are
i sald to have subd1v1ded their estates into-two parts, which

Supposmu this- capital® were.

i housd‘”of their ¢ owner, Whlch”he kept i hid oWt e
at dlate‘possessron and cuiltivated: by his islaves undéri the
«idirection:of 'a ‘bailiffy for ‘the purpose:of raising provisions
s.for his family... The outlands, were those whlch lay at a
reater.distance from the manswn—house, and were, leti'to
‘3 “the, Ceorls, ) farrners of those t1mes,tat a eertam rent,
« Whlc_ was very moderate, and ‘general y”‘pald in' Kind.
ers of land ‘were not at hbex ty to exact-as higha
 venit’ from: their: ceorls, ‘or.tenants, as they coulds obtain,
2 but the ‘rates of" these rents ; Were asceltamed% by X law,

'((

“ie conquest ‘of the' country by. their arms,f and: wete thereh
«fore:entitled to be’ treated with 1ndulgence, and protected

nd 'of the seventh “and beglnnlno* of the elghth cent’
«'§ farm consxstlng ‘of ten hides, or plough-lands, was to'pay
“ the following rent: viz. ten casks of* honey, threehuiti-
“idred loaves of bread, twelve: ‘casks - of strong: ale, thirty
i casks of small ~ale, two oxen,. ten wethers, one. cask.of
“‘:_;;butter five salmon, twenty pounds of forage, and one
“ hundred eels There seems to be some mlstake in the
K :quantlty of forage, whlch is too trlﬂmo* £6 b6 méntioned,
“ ‘#nd the whole rent is very low, in proportlon to the'quan-
“ hty of land; (the hide:is ‘considered by some: 1o’ hdve
“heen; 60  acres, by some 80, and by some. 100), -which
“ may be considered as an evidence,. both of the free..and
“ comfortable condition of the ceorls, and of the 1mperfect

“state of agrlculture ‘among' the- Saxons. * T 'sorié places

w these rents Were pald ‘in Wheat rye, oats, malt ﬂour,

U —
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¢ hogs,sheep, &c:;:according.to-the-nature.of thefarm; or
£ _the custom, of, the: country. .. There is; however, .sufficient
“ evidence, that many rents for lands were not altogether
* unknown in. England in this peuod The ‘greatest part of
s thie- crown—lands in“every ‘county, were’ armed m “this
. nanner, ‘hy.ceorls, who paid.a:certain: quantlty of- prow-
<<, sions of different, kinds, for the support-of:the King’s: house-
¢ hold; according to the nature and extent of. the lands whlc,h
& they possessed ¢ We have been mfouned (says_
< of the Black Book in the Exchequer), that in an
e« tlmes, ‘our Kings recexved neither gold ‘nor s1lve1' 'ﬁom
MER tlreu' tenants, but .only provisions for the" daﬂy use’of
#¢.< their-household ;. and. the officers who were ‘appointed-tg
“.f manage. the ng s. lands, knew very well,; what- kinds
“ “and. what quantltles of provisions .. every: tenant was
@@ obllged to pay. This custom contmued even, after the
ce Conquest during. the whole relgn of William the ;
¢ <and, I myself have conversed with several old peopls,
«.¢who had .seen the royal tenants. paying theirrents;in
¢« ¢ several kinds of provisions, at the Kjng’s- court =In
“ some other countmes of. Europe, in this period, paltmu.al]y
4 iy Ttaly, the rents of land .consisted in a - certain: portlon
“.(most commonly the fourth or: fifth' part):-of ‘the ~grains
& which these lands produced. ' But in'England, the ren's
:#%. of land were .much lower, on account-of the moré 1mpel-
<. fect state of- agriculture. - If the lowness of renits inEng-
¢ Jand; in thIS period,. is a proof of the: imperfection of agri-
€4 culture; the lowness-of their pmces ‘when they wete-sold,
Jisstill. a-stronger -evidence: of the same fact, a§:well'as of
< the great .searcity -of money — In- a'word;’ (cays Dr.
$¢.Henry;p. 109), we ‘have sufficient ev1dence, sthat Eng-
::1and,’ which; in'the Roman ‘times;’ was one of the’ grea.t
*vranarles"of Eumpe, -andafforded plOdIgIOUS quantltles of
ori-exportation, -was #so “ill cultivated by’ the' ‘Anglo-
s Saxons, that; in: the most favourable seasons,lt ylelded only

Ln
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« aiscaty provision for its own inliabitants; and G’ unfayours
« b6 'seasoris; Was 4 scene of ‘the' fost’ de‘plol‘able dlshess

€

. and ScaI'Clty o «5,?’- ),’; HR R S P4 l(_',_-,‘{’jj. iy nmgal “

. He e, thouO’h from the dlsturbance of' the tlmes,
m the Anglo-Saxon: perlod rents in B ngland were
a~smaller: part: of ‘the- producé;  than" af'tervvafds ;

‘yet in‘the’ cotemporary period, in’ Italy, and other

countrle where agmculture Was most 1mp oved

rents Were commonly one-fourth or one-ﬁfth of

the. produce ; which happens to be preclselv the
portion paid to the landlord in England at the
pr'ese‘ntf times. Away therefore with -the idlé non-
sense,’ ‘of land:owners having contrwed to draw to
themselv_es L' n. unreasonab]e pOlthIl of' th e produ
of the soil, .. For we ﬁnd the same portlou pa.ld to
them now; as:was paid in other oountrieo"'more
than a thOUSand years ago L

That rthe Conquest of Encrland by the Normans, ‘contri-
4‘_‘. ,h,uted : (says :Dr. Henry, vol. vi: p.:178).do.the improve-
Y;ment of. this. art: (agriculture). in -Britain, is:undeniable.
-Eor hy-that; event;.many thousands :of. husbandinen, from
the:fertile and..well-cultivated plains:of- ‘Flanders, France,

‘.and: Normandy, settled-on this island; -obtained -estates or
% farms;. and:employed. the same methods in the cultivation
1 of them, that they had. used.in -their .native: dountries,
‘{:Some. of the. Norman Barons were great improvers of:their
Jands, and.are celebrated;in history. for their s‘kill" inEgri-
culture ¢ Richard:de. Rulos, Lord: of. Brunne;and: Deeping,

£ (says-Ingulphus), - was much- addicted to: agriculture;;and
: dehghted in.breeding horses and cattle. -Besides inclosing
. and dr, raining.a great.extent. of country, he embanked the

tiver Wielland (which used every year to overflow -the

“t
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* fieighbouring fields) in a most substantial ‘manner, build.

_¢ing many houses and. cottages upon the ‘bank; which

¢ increased so- much that in a little time - they formed a
¢ large town, called Deeping, from its' Iow situation. Here
“he planted orchards, cultivated commons, converted deep

¢ lakes, and impassable. quagmires;: into: fertlle fields, uch‘

¢ meadows, and pastures; and, in a. word,_ -rendered. .the
¢ whole country about it, a garden of. dehghts. ~~From the
above description it appears, that this. nobleman (who was
Chamberlain to William the Conqueror) was not only fond

»of afrmculture, but also, that he conducted hls 1mp10ve-

ments with skill and suceesss’” -

' AO'aln, P 180 he says; EE

made in agriculture, and that England was’ reputed the

most fertile country in Euxope, it ‘cannot be demed ‘that -

there were some very severe famlnes felt inCi, in the

_r,w,‘course of ‘this peried, (from 1066 to. 1216) An’ attentwa
_‘examlnatlon, therefore, of the mrcumstances of. these

famines, will serve still furthel to convmce us,: that agriz

s culture was mueh improved,:and a more. constant supply
of the necessaries of life provrded by the’ Normans, after
_they had obtained a firm establishment..

For of the.five
great famines that raged in this period, four happened
within a_few years after the Conquest,. and were partly

- produced by the dreadful devastations. of war ; and the:

only destructive famine that fell out in the 12th century,
(A. D. 1125), was occasioned by prodigious rains and
floods in harvest ; against the fatal -effects of which, no

. skill or industry of the husbandman can guard.”’

Pursuing his. sketch of the progress of agnculture,

from 121(‘ to 1399, Dr. Henry says,

6

“ It i is not to be 1mag med that very many and oxeat im-
~ provements were made in aguculture in the penod we are

«

¢
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 nbw “examinirig, as the circumstances of the couritry, and
manners of its inhabitants, were unfavourable to such inix
‘provements.
« in war, which diverted the sttention of thé people, and
‘particularly of the noblhty, from ‘the Improvement of then‘“
lands -by agticulture.
% esteemed dishonourable in a person of hlgh rank and
Edward the Second was bitterly reproached a3 well as
much despised, for his fondness for agriculture; and neglect;
-of military exercises.

‘were the chief ploprletors of the soil; kept %rodwlous

The country was almost constantly invalved

A taste for this art, was even

The gredt barons arid prelates, ‘who

quantitiés of land in ‘their own immediate possesswn,
which they cultivated partly by their slaves and vxllams, and
partly by their tenants, who were ‘6bliged to neglect their

-own farms, and labour for their lords, whenever they were
called. Now, as these slaves and tenants had little or no in<
“terest in the success of theirlabours, it is niot to be supposed
“that they were very anxious about perfmmmo' them in ‘the
" best manner. 'We may form some idea of the quantxty of
vland Whlch Some oreat pre]ates kept i m then‘ own posses—

ands

of the blshopnc of Winchester, delivered to BlShOp Wyke-=

ham, A.D. 1367, by the executors of his predecessor‘ viz.

127 draught hoises, 1566 head of black cattle, 387 6 wethers,
~“4777 ewes; 35641 lambs, besides the sum of 16621, ]Os.,
equivalent to 20,0001 of our money, at present which

they paid for the. deficiency of the stock. The frequent

‘and very destructive famines which prevalled in Britain in

this period, have been considered as presumptlve proofs of
the 1mpe1fect state’ of agrlculture of these, Ishall mentlon
only two, which seém to have’ been the most severe.' There

‘ Was 80 great a famine A.D.
fifteen thousand persons (as we are told by a writer who
* lived at St Albans at that tlme) died in London of: hunﬂer,
besrdes many thousands who perished for want of food, in

“ other places, But that famine which began A.D.1314,
F

1258, that no fewer than'
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. unnatural cruelty, to - prolong thieir: Wr
“ Ay however be observed, ‘that the' historiaiis Who ﬁé‘we
&; anvaceount of  these ‘deplorable’ fammes,‘ascnbé“the’r%to

¢ unfavourable seasons,. and‘not'to bad husbanai‘y ;“ﬁn&”ﬁ is
“t;also true;: ‘that there'may be such-seasons’as will bam?all

“the: eﬁ’orts of the most industrious’ and skllﬂﬂ husbanHMan ,

. Itmust likewise be acknowledged‘ “that: 4t some iniés in
¢, thisiperiod,: grain. of all kinds:‘was very: ‘pléntiful; S aridfsold
“qat a: ;very low'rate.-. - Arquarter ofwhisatiAL D, 1288/ Was
«.sold; in.some. partsi of Englands:for tweiity” ipentzéwm
“« (others, for sixteen: penee,; xand’ i others, ’fOl“a*Shl“ihg

Hivel o it

Cammg to‘hrs‘next penod fidin 1399'to 1485,
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P }IO}Jﬁ,gf g:o;l from the Contlnent Jin. order, to procime a
¢ Supply of. Bin Wool
“ag high, threatened - the in: of the Engllsh farmers, exmted‘
m the Amostgl,vmlentlcomplamta, and:-gave oceasion to: asCorn:
LalquA D ”14\63
,.hggraxns of ANy
}f[belgW;&;Sg 18 ye)under ~4s, and ba,rley under 38' per:
“ quartitsowhich wiertihighi prices,sandrealled fot & sdpply
“ from abroad. But the great décrease in the value of land;
a‘g;\tbe,s@o\%ﬁest Eprg@f of dhg, ge ine of dgvicultyie;in phis
,:QE? ned., Thore are some, exsmples offsnd sol st ventys

pas TR
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€ Years” purchase, in*"the relgn of Edward the, Thn‘d.

Whlch it is probable was not much above the' common‘f

F 2

el Hapeied ifHld e s
, 5 ,, V"%:u\l'yhiré'.wé 3

»,By; that; 1awg itiwas: enacted that no" ‘




Mwas sometlmes sold consi e ably‘ ower.,

5(;&

eseue, adv1smg Edward the Fo(lrth’ to rewal‘d

It wou}d be dxﬁ‘icult,v;.lf notampossnb]e,{ xto trace

out:when the. _proportion -of:ithe, produce paid toghe

~ownerof the soil:increased; and wheniit:di minishied.
‘All:that we want to know,:is;: that;it sis: nob niw
séxcessive ; and: the fact, that-in: Italy and othier
1gountries, in the nmth century, a-fourthisor asfifth
- part ofs the: produce . was - commonly: epardﬂtef* the
owner of the soil, which is-the same:iportionvasis
- HOW' pald s a sufficient proofj: that the people are
“iot; in these tlmes, oppressed by excessive: Tents,
and that those ‘rents -areho’ hlghen t’haﬁ i
eountrles, probably in‘all'ages,. <Where‘ ag}mﬁltﬂre‘

el ToEs tb‘*the‘?landldfd Thl”é*ns the*ti«rtie cmtérlon,
whether rents are hlgh or low and there can be

i §
4
i
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none;gther,
;;theumeneyfprxc Oy G 51
compared: toa'ethez? and~ absnrda, and* mcon,sxdetate

'?concluswns sometlmes drawn ln‘ censequence

and (m t;he same way, that portlon Wlll assured]y'-

ibeithe-same: - Its.magnitude:does not-depend :upon
fthe‘ ‘will'of - thelandlord; but upon many-things of
Varfols “‘klngf\is"’“"hlch it is very difficult “fully to

,,,,,,

?mvestlgatef A?fl t}xough a part of our Tands’
thrown out of cultivation, it is not’ probable_ ,-ha(:
this would occasion the slightest perceptible change
“irvthe-portionof:ithe: produce-paid to the:landlord,
fror Ithie; remammg lands: that:-were: culfivated:
Phetthivovyiilately examined, ~evxdently:..goesn;upon
+the sappositionyithat it would make a:-very consider-
rable oney bitiwe:haveifound the conclusionszdrawn

#Bme thattheory, to:be:sowery: remote. framowhat

1dkperiehce demonstrates, that no: dependence Whaaj;-
“B0GVEL {0an ebe placed npon 1t 3 X

f_“tW&thll Were dxmimshed at a,ll 1t ould,begfthe
ipborest lands . that;would be thrown, outi:of ¢orn-
senltivations, they wouldicbe iso;:if:they wereiscul-
’ated at the smne e‘cpen(cefpe agre asthe richer
: l tsto,bethe-case.
fN%i in mmlywnwsﬂ lf Gunmlmmm 1&@}"6 dlm1~

W ses suads bas LoD 30 153.;@5& s g vaidiody
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nished; #we:should find: thatisome of thesbest:lardy
wouldibesthrown: otit:of . ccultivation 3 bécause they.

~could, in less timé, and more profitably; ‘be:cons:

verted.«intéspasture-lands;: than -the. poorer.soils ;

for:it is:not:the:worst;:but commonly:the bestdands: -

of:the:country, :that are in-pasturage.in-England:;
_«The-tendency of : all -these considerations;i leads;
usitherefore:to -this«conclusion ; that-whether. :the
pni‘ce ‘of “corn= only-was lowered, .o ‘whether: both;

‘thesprice~ of  corn:was Towered; -and . the. quantity.

produeed ! diminished, the portion::of:the: whole
produce::paid. to:: ‘thes landlords,ﬁhwculd ‘on sthe
average;:be. preclselysthe ssamie ag:now i namely;
ongifourth, or: one-fifth j::and-until thie: contrary cah
be: satisfactorily :shewn; we .are: entitled. to: .take
that:faet: for ;granted. - The:result to:be.drawn: from
it;i therefore; is-this ; .that as the whole. amount; of
rents’ipaid. throughout ‘the: kingdom :sould, :upen

any change, ‘either.of the price of corny or ¢ theex«
tentof its eultivation; be:still the same part:of:the
pmduce5 that ‘amount -in. money: would: vary;!ids

the-price of corn, and. the quaiitity-grown, jointly:

instance: “suppose :the:rent: of allithe:;coris

Fo

laiidé in- the' United  Kingdoms;:iatvthe present

vil sasy oo sl m Laloarnn

times, ‘amounted -to- 12,000,0007:; that- the:’ ‘same
qu'antlt;y of ‘corn- was :grownas inow, :but,odrom
sonie’ cause,’ the priceiwas:réducedsonesthird ;s then
thefrents ‘would:onlyamount:to 8;,000;000%;: sinithe

-plaee of 12. x}SﬁppOse the- pmcezreducedf"one-thlrd%

o s cameda
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| moisture :than:theland:-would naturally have.
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as-befoie; 'and one-sixth partless’ grown; theh the:
rents would-amount to about6 700,0001‘“ ; or to ﬁve-
sixths of 8;000,0007.- et med s g Glon

In-any-thing: Whlch has been sald above 1t sisr
néti meant -to dény that some lands,.-.p.ossess, ina’
greater degree than others, the valuable:.chemical:
properties of “better retaining heat-and:: m'biSﬁﬁ‘i*e,
and also’ of -better retaining the manure;-or-giving:
a greater:produce from the same quantity of mas;
nure. ;- Hence, - these: Jands are able . to: carry.;and
toripen-a muchlarger:crop. But heatand moistare

may ‘be in:‘excess either: Way; ‘and’ a thinner:érop;_
has the :advantage ofrmore:sun and air,»than; When .

the: cropi:stands ¢loseriupon :thé ‘ground.
certain hmlts, thlS“laSt consxderatmn A8 very un-
portant. * Incgeneral;: the soil i

through whlch thelr food is conveyed to: plants :
biig:it may be a good or &'bad medinm ; or it.may
beagood medium for some plants; and'a bad one
fot7others. : It falls within the province of human
skillsand mdustry, very much to change the native
qualities of the soil; and: to adapt it for. that. 801
ofierop which it is pr oposed to grow upon:it. Thls
isosdone in various ways; on the oné: hand, by
draining; or:by:taking away supetfluous moisture’
owthe othiér; - by:irrigating; or by introducing more

+Again, ‘the:land may be-too-loose or too:stiff: f'or
plants swhichi it zis-wished - to -produce: in great
abundance: this is corrected .in" the one case by
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pug_t;ienggofn;é;thaa;iéuﬁfaqegg markioriielay, sand yeoms:
peunding itowith.the:seil 5in therothery by: putting:

~om:lume cor sandxs Thus thesqualities:oftisoil mayy

by:

humaniart, be very, variously modified;:-and-by.

judicious:improvements, lands, -which:were before -

almost: barren:for all-agri icultural purposesy be:cons
vérted:dntosvery. valuable soils. - This has:been thé
case; in;England,- within -the. Jast:thirty’ or: forty:
yéarsjoto aniamazing extent. - No: doubt: it:hds
been:attended:: with: :great ~expence; but:iwithi ai
éxpence: which:has: nothing -whatever:to:do:iwith
the sprice:cof -eorn. | Fomwe amust: distmgmsh :bes
t;ween a:landlord’s:: improvenients and dsténaritls

cultivation: .~ The tenantls: duty isitorvgiveupsthe

l‘aznds;;in' as; '-‘god)d s cori‘ditién "as he. féceiyed ‘them.

‘‘‘‘‘

aggqndm,g]y, on ,_hey must.»{ b.e. pmtectedw byix_.apleasg. |

T£, -on;the ‘other:hand; -the. landiord-improyes sthe
soili.duringthe tenant’s. occupancy;:he :generally
requires and;receives an increase of rent, sufficient
tocrepay-and.to reward his outlay ;:an.increase!6f

rent;:not::temporary, : but . ;permanent ;:yet . anzifle

crease : of irent only .in:-proportion to::theugredter
qu,‘xg;tlt;y)_;the Jand:has been rendered::capable :of
producing::
preqents .an.almost “inexhanstible. field:-for rwhat
miay ‘beacalled :an;accumulation: of Qaplta]': an
‘aceumulation alwaysiproduetive: It:isdikestretch
ing gut:the:sides of: therisland-and increasingits

yalyable ;superficies.. <Ii: enables;itqto-employ.and

g.Hence ‘the:dmprovement: of:.thessoil -

E
L4
| 3
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to: suppovt aqlgmich gréaﬁer popuslatmms itsincrea¥esy
its:wealthy its: powet; and revenu®.: Every imphoves;
ment: of thessoiliisaa, savmgmf’ ‘capitals ‘the Nedtion:
is:somuch: richer: for ever,:thanit would-have: béeny
iftlie-same quantity of: labour had:been employed
in«the: produetlon ‘of: .perishable: commodities:If
the’ immense -iniprovements - which: haveireéently
beer: made in the:lands of - England;tiad‘hot takem:
place;: the:money they have “cost; would ptobably
all have-been consumed in perishable commodities
Therimiprovement:has been: the -¢ffect:of nationat
parsimony;i:of: theszacenmulting propensities ¢of
individuals i parsimonyd:which+hasisthe: happy
effect;sof «obviating the': ruinous. cohisequences that
would havebeen’ producéd:upon the revenueland
industry of the:country,-by the: ;enormoussexpendid

ture:of: the: lateswar:; Indeed; when:wes Iook fatithe

atfiazing-extent:to- which ‘every part-and cbiner of
flie:country-has been supplied-with: Water-cafrlé"ge
byscanals ; when we look: at the immense valugof
Alcour-machinery; ‘and; not least; the vastsextent
of::soil. reclaimed -almost from' a: 'state: of cnatinvey
and sconverted from:barrenness-to fertility ; swien
we sconsider-all: this, -and reflect:upon’:the:igres

armies ‘and: fleets -which:havé been: malnta;medfama@

an‘expence; the-amount of::whichy: the shead:tuvmg

giddy-when ‘it aﬁtemptsaestlmate ‘welcannot. hielp

feeling overcome wﬁhadmlratlon, -at theenergyof
aiipeoplewho iwere!icarrying: on siceessfully, mH

these,am;;ghty« projectst-ats the- same!tines; doshave
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effected any-single one of .which;-might well-have
been: a:cause-of exultation. - These miglity works
havé:been:the effect of national industry:and parsi-
‘mony ;:and: no- wonder ‘a revulsion has:been felt,

when that national industry has -at length found

‘j;he trade and commerce -of the whole: world. tog
narrow for its’ exertions, and. with  better cause
than:Alexander; has had to weep,: that. it - has ‘not
had: other worlds to-conquer.: e ARV
s Juet -us beware how.. we attempt to extend
our foreign': at' the ‘expence. of our home market;;

letiius «not ‘for the sake of:a momentary, and _per;

haps only:an:imaginary:gain; sacrifice: our-agricul-
ture:to.our. .commerce;and .desett ;our fields, in
order.to-increase the-npmber-of our looms:- Eve,ry
nation:ought-to be: independent: of all others for the
supply ofits dailybread, if it possesses vm,thm itself
ample means of being: so. . The proper-sphereiof
comimerce is in a mutual exchange of the luxuries,
the conveniences, and the elegancies of life.../'The
more-extended:these are, the greater, inmost-cases;
is the sum of our enjoyments; but we buy them
dear, whenever, for their sake, we render preca-
rious the supply of the necessaries of life; and make
ourselves dependent for them upon:the gdod pleasure
ofthose;» who at some: time may find it theirinte-
gest to:distress usy by-arbitrarily withhelding them.
To It} wire,ithat the-people ‘of . England pay:8
higher-price fortheir bread than, jany other nation
w;Egumpe shut itds equally, towes:that they. receive

i
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for:their labour; wages in proportion:-and Howeveér
aigious they may:feel to eat cheap "bread;:let: them
be'verysurethat-they would not be: compelléd;in
oidersto: obtain*it; 'to ‘make - greater: sacrifices rof
wages ‘than what ‘that cheaper ‘bréad would com=
pensate. #In: many- parts -of’ the North:of Europe;
wheat “isiurider ©20s: wa quarter;.~but the rate:/of
wagesis only:5d.-a'day. In England it isupwards
of 60s. a quarter, but the:rate of wagesiis220d{-ox
IR a day Now, suppose ‘one-half the dailyswages
a0 ~bread :oint the: Norths ‘of ‘Europey- the
] . dma day deft: for all +his «other
necessanes “andicommfortsr-ini England; he'has 10d:
Liet-every man choose for-himself; whetherhe would
prefer cornvat 20s. the ! quarter, and-have: 23 Ldia
dayto Spend in: ‘other‘things;:or cornat: upwards
0f60s. a‘quarter; ‘and have 10d. a day to spend:in
other thing’s; “-But this brings us to consider:the
probable cause, why wages are so much higher-in
Enbland than in‘other countries, and the effect:this
has \upon the p1 ice of com, in-the followmg Sectwn

It

SECTION llI

Tuers s a vegtsy“remalkable and lmportant ‘
difference .betweenuag-rlculture -and manufactures;
inthe degreein 'which the - operations “of .¢ach are
susgeptible! of bding ‘abridged by the division of
libour, and bythewuse bf-machinery:’ Inithe:datter,
divisionvofilaboursmay be:carried o ansindefinite
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éxtentii Every: operat;lon»admlts of t,hx,s;lmportant,

pmne;pl;e ;:and-hencej: in.the progress of. manufac.
tures:from a rude to.a highly improved condltmn

the-diminution;of labour, by its well regulated diyi-
sion,:is almost: 1ncalculable... It 18 not80;: however,.

Wlth agriculture.. All the.various parts.of a manus
fa urer’s:labour may commonly be: carried.on 1§h
equal advantage, on. every day, and _during;; every

season of the year ; and. it is usually sufficient fora

labeurer-employed in manufactures,:to-be expert in
one operation.  But the: labours.of agriculture, are
constantly varying, and changing . from..one . thin
tog,f,h,nother the farmer, must. make. hay:while.the
sun shines, and ‘cut down and;gather 1

when:they. are .ripe;-and his. la,bourer& must.;.:be-f

expert:in a great many. dlﬂ'erent .operations;.and he

eontinually.going. from one to.the ;other;. so.that.

divisienoflabouris.almost: totally excluded Again,
the: labours: of - the: manufacturer belng stationaw,
are:capable of being:. most wonderfully abrldw@dﬁby
ingenious machinery moved by different e]ememg,
andche hag the choice of .place, where his: magchi-
méry;can_be. employedto the greatest. advantam
and:at:the; cheapest rate.. But :the;. Jabours. of. the
husbandman; /instead .of _bemg _confined, w1thm zthe
cémpass of afew.square
-l very la,__l_‘ge isuxface i very few
£:s£abi§bila§;y5sz;ﬂﬂdrﬁorgsequenﬂyg;bey admit; of,
:of machinery in a.very limited.degree:i;; .

s Hencesas; thesasts,cand, ‘;gfm@g@ayadeceu

::of his;operations.are
the; axd

2

gards, are,extended over.

.
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wonderful lmprevements an’ the machmery Ead,aptzed
to manufactdyee ':é wherea% the advantageszderzved

‘abrldgm"g the eost of producuon in: all manufac-«

Yidred” artlcles, ‘Wwere mnearly all the’ offsplfmgf«fof
lrlmh mgénult iland thelr use has; from:various
’C&USES, ‘been'as yet: ‘very much - confinedoto! this
"“ﬁ"ntry “Oar- wonderfu]ly 1mproved machinery;
e-mﬁ‘ coals, canals, and roads; and our free institu-
g, have all “contributed - then‘ aid, in‘enabling
W8 ot only to" unde. sell all’ ‘other. natlons, ‘butzalso

‘to' pay‘ much “higlier prlce to -our:labourers’for

“their work: ‘Z""Perhaps' he most forcible illustration
"of‘ thls that ca"' be\ adduced s the vefry <smgu]ar

'the World fma:nufaetnredfand ;camed baekgwxlhdla,
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‘where iabour GTE the cheapestf fmwthesworld énd

Hence 1t would appear that onar: manufa(}turmg
advantages Are:50 great ‘that notwithstanding the
price  of daily-ldbour is, perhaps,: eight' tines -of
iore; greater: than in-India; and notwithstanding
the “heavy- expeiice of two:long- and : hazardous
voyages, we can actually undersell the native
Indians, in ' their .own - market,and.- that' too,in
articles which formerly werehad exclusively from
them. Now, if the native Indiang:possessed:the
same advantages: for- manufacturing that we:doj
this . would be - absolutely: impossible.::: And+in
the same way, if all the othernations, who:axe: our
customers, posséssed all our-advantages,:we could
no. longer send:our productions to:themy:unless thé
price-of our labour at-heme:was corisiderablyiless;
than theirs, so-asto enable otir goodsto:bears the
expences:;of carriage, :the merchants’: pmﬁts» sand:
the.duties imposed:on them-in foreign: paits; isBop
whiat -i& “the. ‘price’-of our! mamifactured: igdbds:
in- forelo*n ‘markets?: : It :is ;asr much.agitheyswilk

1 that-is, it is: sorivethingle¥s thanthat;
f@r Whlch OUY: forelgn custemersscoulchmakég the
same:articles :themselves;véiit get! themwelswh*ere’]
"The::price: which:: eurxfgoodspcomma,ndmabxgad”
after-dediicting:the: expendes:oficaniage; &e.;iant
the.duties tobepaidionithen;sregulates their price
at homeé. Let us consider, what- effect- this price

9

will ‘havein:increasing;-or othermse,
of manufacturing-labour:: v i ey prds
Suppose a machine:has: been mvented wreducmd'

the wages

the::previous::.cost: of :production::iof: any:;sartxcle

one-fourth :part; the immediate consequence will
be,.that the inventor will ‘make:enormous:profits:;
but as: ‘he cannot long enjoy the exclusive  usevof
his-invention, competition will soon. reduce:thosé
profits to the rate of the: ordmary profits of trader

How will: these profits be reduced 2" ' They may bé
so-in two:-ways: ‘<Ist; By increasing: the:price of
labour ;-and:2dly; By lowering the. price of:the
arficle:made. ;If:the:article in-question: continues
to: maintain. its priee:abroady ‘it-must:also maintain
its price..at homés;:rand : therefore “as - competition
must; «and, will: soon: reduce the profits arising' froiiy
the new:inyention, :to ‘the level  of the ‘ordinary
profitsicofi:trade;- it can:only do: so- by ‘incteasiiig
the rateiof: wages: = Labourersskilled in:this muat
nufacure::will. bein: great request; and:consess
quently: thein: wages: will ‘rise- higher and-higher
soithat ultimately; -as long as the price:of the /maz
niifactured::article: can bie. maintained;: the: labdurs
ing class iwill:soon derive: a: very large: shiare of the
benefit; ;arising: from>theznewly-lnvented machmeny §
Now;:within the last fifty. yeais;-the manual:labotir
nsproducing -the:samerquantity’ of manufacturéd
goods, has:been:diminishedin a-huhdred-differetit
ways = and sl consequence, the Wages of {inanul

&
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‘labour bemg lucreased the price of a]l ao*rlcultU- oo i
fral produce was mcreased in the same ratio. If ’

f 1 b h‘ bion : 1-: S mntmued unchanged then the prlce
actumng 2 ourers ave 86 ,enormous mcreasecf cultura,l produce would also have con 1nue/ : un-»

It may be stated as a fact that not many years . chan - ed
ago, . 80 hlgh were the wageb that our manufac.

ealr g \
'éfre spen(: m other thmga, as in’ forelgn luxurlf
tea, sugar, coﬂ’ee, &e.- &c. Suppose hiis: labour

i‘e;eed ﬁ'om one shﬂlmg to two shllhng‘s a day"’ff

1007

and;. chlldren can meet w1th work sultable ‘for}them"

£E5Y

lij d-own’er nd agmcu]tural labourer have come m

3 ‘ fxuﬁ ﬁ‘“

prlce of corn, and of all other' agncultural pfoduce,
on, the average of yeéars, varies very nearly as'the &
prxce of agmcultural laborir. Consequently the
price, of labour connected with agnculture bemg
mcreased on account of' the prlce of manufacturing

.As o com, and eiﬁot’her arucles of |
aorlcultural produce, we “have obtained hti,le or no

incfeased’ facility in producmg thern, than wé had

G

country

the wages of agrlcultulal labour cou}d have been
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before. _If the labour of producing. a-.given. quan-

tity.of ‘corn had been as mirch - diminished as the
Tabour of producing a given quantity of manufac-

tured articles has been, so far from having need of
Corn Laws for the protection -of our agricultural
interests, we should have been able to have carsied
our:surplus grain, into the same forelgn markets to

which. we carry our surplus manufactures.. But
this:has not been the case. Hence, since. there

canuot, be. two rates of wages in the same. country,
there was only one alternative, after foreign agri-

cultural produce, at the end of the. last war, became

radm1531ble into our ports namely,,, by. excluding
that, forelgn produce, to insure,to our farmers such

a. price for thelrs, as. would repay, them _the i ins

,creased _price of productlon which was occasloned

by the .increased rate of wages, or else to restore
the rate. of wages to their former state. . o A
\ If the. manufacturmg population are. w1llmg to0
have thelr wages reduced so low, that on the com-
mon ., ratio, the whole wages of a labourer;,in
aO‘rlculture are only sixpence a day, then they, may
haye the satisfaction, if they think it, such,; of
buymg corn of English. growth as low as.it 1s now
sold in. Denmark or Poland,- at twenty. shlllmgs the
quarter; or less. But if, thev are;unwilling, that
their .wages.. should be reduced, (which, indeed;
would be most unwise, and most injurious, to the
public - interest), they .must ‘consent that . their
agricultural brethren should receive high wages:as
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well as thémselves: “anid in donsequence, that bread
and * other things shéuld be- pmportlonably hlgher
than in former times.

- Had -there' been no Corn Laws, aO‘mcultural
produce in the United Kingdoms must have been

- sold; with the addition of the expences of - trans-

{3
i}
r i
' §
8
-
i3
=

e s

port;” very nearly as low as it now is in Poland

and the North' of Europe, at’least solow; that
English agricultural produce should not'have béen
driven out of the market by foreigh competition.
But had ouragricultural produce thus fallen‘in pr1ée“
the wages of agricultural labour must necessarlly
have fallen' in' the same - preportion ; and “if '} 50,
then, since there cannot' be two rates of 'y Wages in
the same country, - manuf'acturmg wages must Have
fallenin the same proportion a]so, for' Wha.tever

be the proportion between wages in towns ‘and’ m'

the country, the fornier, on the average,,bemg
always higher than the latter, that proportion, if it
ever be disturbed, will very soon tight™ itself,
through the effect of free competition actmg hke
8 prlncxple of self-adjustment. - Sas

" Let us suppose, what probably many think Wlli

- s00h take place, that the Corn Laws are abrogated

aiid ouir- ports open to- forelgn ao'ucultural ‘produce’;
then our agrlcultural produce; in order to keep-its

_marlxet must “be .sold'for ‘80 per* “cent. Tess than

it§ présent price. - To enable the farmers to do so,

they must: necebsarlly pay 30 per centiless rent;

ad+80° per: ‘cent: less agricultural wagesy ' 'conges
G 2




ou lal)o i and proﬁt to our forelgn customers,\‘fclr
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quently the ,wages ~of all kinds connected with

‘ag{rlculture must be reduced 30,per centf and if

so' ,;henthe wages of all kmds of manufacturmg
l!‘bour, from What we. have already seen, " must
']‘1kew1se be'rednced 30 per cent. , through the effott

‘

;of : c'ompet1 vlkon and therefore we must *'sell *our

ds; or at least that part of them' made _‘f

per _,cent less than they are now w1llmg to give;
a. ery good thing for them, but a very absurd" and
f ollsh thmg for us, to stultlfy ourselves

themselves of our mgenulty 'and our example, |

[ 3 4

nufactured artlcles llke ours, may come to be rp 0

2355 T

the s'am_e

wlth just» the same“' con'sequenc .
'tlle"'CoTn “'Blll' 1t would ‘loe a'v1rtual repea of' th

34538

Blll ' fbut sot_far from its bemg a blessmg to us,“ )‘

‘tomers are .vvlllmg to'glve,

‘. i : §oRERY
natlonal ]oss that could 0

3™ 5!“#2 \s

_ vbour is now”'worth in the
general_market of .tlle world sayi?s. a day. . Su -

l
N R

t was reduced to Gd a day; as 1n the'North

worth of cotton, we should have to glve ffZiOO

H*{u iriE - ] VB

days’ labour for 1t whereas, at present ‘we h’a\fe

same way.

RESE ‘.4r.~

2 1n0* out of th': fry. g-pa.
very true, that Wealwa.ys sell

&

h,e hlghest pnce We Ca.n get for th m 3

st,.in
ox st o
;@ll nases, and 1n all tlmes, be treadmg close upon
EY !'}1?&

our heel,s, and theref'ore, unless we Were SO un-
wxse as . to sell our goods for less than our cus-l

SRR TSR

b5

I

we. must 'under all

SIS v ? S Ao ng

clrcumstances,; have the.'phantom »of _ysuccessful_foa
ng er us, and alarmmg
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make ‘itself be. sensibly felt by us:: -~ We have no
power toiprevent other nations from being as inge-
nious ‘and: industrious ‘as we are; they may ap-
proximate more and more closely to-us, in the ease
and ‘cheapness: of their manufacturing operations;
the’ more they do so, the less will be the difference
between our pmces of labour and thelrs, andthe less,
in: consequence, the difference between the price: of
our-and their agncu!tuml produce. It will be a: long
tlme before we are equalled, if ever. Before they
can'do so, there'must be great accumulations of
capital, good roads, and complete systems of i in-
ternal navwatmn constructed, enmmous outlay n
expenswe machmex y ‘and buildings, and a free
goverment, commanding the perfect confidence of

the people, and giving perfect security to the | person
and to property. ~ In all these points, we have got’

the: start a-long way before all other natlons in' the
world; and, proba,bly, if we keep up our exertions,
they can never overtake us. In addition to which,
t6 how many nations are denied the advantages we
derive from our insular situation, our coals, and
other ‘valuable mineral” productions, used in the
arts and in manufactories ? S
To st up briefly what has beer advanced above,

~ it'is ‘meant to be asserted, thatone effect of our
: gxeat success as a manufacturmg and commercial

people, has béen, very conSIderably to increase the
pmce ‘of ‘manufacturing - labour ;; consequently, to
ineréase the price of all other ‘deseriptions of labout,
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in nearly the*same degree ; and therefore toincrease
the price of agricultural labour, and, asa necessary"
consequence of this, the price. of all: agricultural
produce in the same proportion. Now, foreign
competition would have prevented this latter: effect
from having been produced in the degree: it: has
been, had our ports been open for the reception-of
foreign agricultural produce. They have been shnt '
against its admission. By that means, and by tha
means only, the price of agricultural labeur. has
been kept up to its proper level;. without which,
the price of manufacturing labour must have. been
brought down by the competition of others; not-so
well paid for their work; and, consequently, our
goods must have been soid for a less price . than
they have hitherto commanded abroad ; tun]ejs_gg
indeed, it could have been so contrived,. that there
could have been two rates of wages in the same
country, and the peasants had been tied down to
the soil in a state of villanage, so as never to haye -
put .themselves, or their offspring, in a. state of
competition with their more fortunate and better- -
lemunerated brethren, in manufacturmg towns:or
districts. : ‘

Do away with. the Corn Laws, and the Whole
fabric falls to the ground ; continne them, ~and your

‘goods will continue to fetch their utmost price .

abroad; -and your labourers of all kinds,  to receive
the highest possﬂole wages for their labour. By :
this means, the. price of labour. bemg kept up |
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~ highet:than‘it/isin other:countries; alkagricultural
produce which is-obtained by labour; mustalso be
~ higher, -and:cannot be otherwise ;:still thesmanuy
factuving labourer gains a-great deal: more by hig
~ high wages, secured' to him through the operation

- of the Corn Laws, than ke loses by being obliged;
on*the ‘other “hand, -in consequenceof his: high;

wages, to pay a greater price forthe bread:heeats;

: ﬁh&‘m:hi‘sf‘? forefathers® did ‘before him. :: Should- dny,
thing happen-permanently to reduce the wagesiof
‘a’‘manufacturing labourer,. the ;price of -bread; and

all-articles-of his necessary support,:will decommio-  [§

date themselves to the ichange ;:but all articlesof
foreigi “impbrtaﬁon will- not- be »affected :in’ price;
~ and," of coirse, his- power of. purchasmg themiwill
be wery much curtailed, <ol o B
«But’ to'shew more clearly the: feffect of arisein
thge_rate of the wages of ‘labour; upén:the: price df
grainj andupon rents, and the:farmer’s:profit, et
‘usvendeavour -to -separate -the. money:/paid:fofall
sorts: of: grain ‘in: the. United . Kingdoms;:intodits
di“ﬁ'erént’“parts of . rent,: farmer’si profit,: :tithes;and:
taxes;‘and the: sum-total paid for‘all sorts ‘of laholw
connéeted - with: agriculture;: ‘ag-of :day=labouters;
~ wheelwrights; blacksmiths;saddlers,:&e: &e.;:taks
ing 'wheat at:the price:of :74s: the quarter.»=It-ap-

pears from Mr. Qolquhoun’s estimate, that:the

quantity of grain of all kinds, consumed in the
- United Kingdoms, amounts to 85,000,000 of quar-
ters. Deducting for horses employed in husbandry,
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andis reducmg every: speeies::of: grain:ito. wheat, 218
will then be: found,*that all the far mers inthe; Umted
Iunodoms, taken: togethér; sell;: in: grain -ofif a,ll
kinds, a quantity equivalent to:17. ,500,000. quar&ers
of wheat; which;:. at 74s. the qua.rtex, Wlll produce
the sum of 64;750,000Z - This sum is made up of
rent; of what is paid to the farmer Jfor. his:own,

[ remuneration, profit on capital employed by.himy,

and wear and tear, of poor-rates, and. tithe; _and;
agricultural taxes; and of wages of all ,sor,ts.Qﬂa;th
cennected with- agﬂcu]ture S 2

Now, a great :deal 6f land in Eng]an [ (nearly,
one~third) is: tlthe_-frge,,m.the‘ tenth:is  not:.always
paid;: but;-in ihany’ districts, ~only:the; eleventh;
Scotland:is free from: tlthes ;-and the tithes are nof;
very well. paxd in Ireland ; therefore, - it will be &
very.fair. assumption; to rate: the. tithes:(the whible
of what is:paid:to the: Lalt) as well as the. Ciergg);
464,000,000Z: - The whole rental of Englandand,

_Scotland; -when wheat is 74s. a quarter;is:known

to'ibe:-under: 80,000,0007, and that of Jreland-ds:
éstimated - at about - 15;000,000L, making;:in:thé
whole; 45,000,000%.: The followmg is: the estimate
of iMr.::Comber, - of : the :acreage in’ ‘England;::as
employed in ‘corn; ‘pasturage, &ec. ; :andiit may:be
‘assuimed ‘to: represent. the ‘proportion :so: employed

throughout the Umi;ed ngdoms
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- Acres,

Wheat ..., 3 300000
Barley and rye ......... USROS §f ,000,000
Clover, Tye-grass, &C. ........ Cereane cveee.s 1,200,000
Oats and beans ....veeeeiiiiiiiaenn.. veeaes 3,000,000
Roots and cabbage, cultivated by the plough .- 1,260,0‘00‘
FalloW ceecaposenes b eeeeenaas reeraeens 2,300,000
Hop-grounds cseessesecacasacanns seasnn 34000_
Nursery-glounds Cecesessnenacarocsanennsnn 9,000
Pleasure-grounds «.....ee... reeesanenn ceee 16,000
Land depastured by cattle ....c....e0veane.. 17,000,000
Hedge-rows, copses, and Woods de i eveees 1,600,000
‘Ways, water, &C. «.ceeee.. cevererceseasasnes 1,300,000
Commons and waste lands ..ovecicnrennseea. 5,094,000

87,094,000

- After deducting the waste and uncultivated parts;
it would hence appear, that about one-third of the
land in England is under. -corn-cultivation. ... Now;,
the best and richest lands are commonly in pass
turage; and the rent of grass-land, is commonly
considerably more than that of corn-land. There.
fore, it will be a reasonable and fdlr;calculatlon,,tq
estimate the rent of all the corn-lands of the United
Kingdoms, at 2-7ths of the gross rental,. or 2-7ths
of 45,000,000/, This will give about 1‘3,0,00_,00015
The sum allowed to the farmer, for profit on capital

~employed, for remuneration, and wear and tear, is

generally estimated as. equalling the rent ; there-
fore, that sum is 13,000,0007 .
the poor-rates paid by the land, road-assessments,

Estimate 2-7ths of
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and agncgltural taxes, at’ 2,500 OOOZ and our age
count Wlll stand thus:" o

Whole sum recewed for all klnds of gra,m

- .;£§.a4,7:)g,aqo

S

Rent..;‘;...1.';.;.-.~..’.;.;;;.'-;,.-:...;;..';'.;.;";,e‘-lé,‘doo,aob'
Falmel‘sploﬁt &c ...... edeeeie ceesee. 13,000,000
B omihe e 4,000,000
: ;qul—lates, KC. Saviiaeseresceseiineiies 2,500,000
T £32,500,000
Pald for all sorts of Wages connected w1th) 32,250,000
agilculture EEEE R R PR PETREEE ‘

£64,750,000

T R

fe

B

Hence, we see that the sum paid for labour of
all kinds, connected with corn-cultivation, amounts
to about one-half- of the whole sum paid-for all the
grain’ in the kingdom ; or, in- other words, -out of
every bushel, one-half goes to pay the wages of the
labour necessary for producing: it.

the same, the price of corn must be increased one-

hdlf; if it be increased one-third, the priece of corn:

must e increased one-sixth ; ‘that is, on. the sup-
position that all other things remain the same, and
so o, But when the price of labour incréases, all
other things cannot remain. the same. For a pro-

portionably increased capital will then be requisite,

to carry on the farmer’s cultivation ; and therefore
the amount of *his profit and remuneration must be
increased in nearly the same ratio. Now, it may

. Therefore, if
the price - of this labour be doubled, all the other
patts' which make up - the price of corn, remaining:
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i;lglg “p ogllbe,d_, but on the same land i,
same condxtmn, when every t thmo' is ‘at: 1ts:propgr
level,, it may be taken for granted that the, portlon
pagd to the owner of the soil, Whether tbe Sd thllj
5th 6th or, '7 th part, is always the same, whatever
loe‘}the price. at Whlch gram sells. - There may, be
Lme vyhen the price of corn bemg lower than it
ought to be,, from the prlce pald for, labour, farmmg

;s{a. f-very rumous busmess but.c‘that state of thmgs

f bOln,
wd

SEN) igz

,a., &hets m‘bd

prlce of labour has rlsen or fal]en te; lts Proper level”
Tlthe, equally with- rent, is a certam part.o
produce_‘vof the sml Hence, lf by the prlce_of ‘lab

!Et ,)5

_eq)uallfg7 aﬂ'ected 'bv the pmce of labour ; but Wheﬂ

iake” about 5-7ths of the whole prlce of” com,"
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we consider. that the. sums raised by the poor-rates,
are nearly ‘al "‘exPended on “food; o on other articlés
"“duced byl boin’, we shall feel hof’»dlﬂ'icu i
cB’ricludln “éorn: -

proportlon.
Jibour, and the farmers proﬁt we ﬁnd that_ they

conbequently rent, tithe, and. poor-rates ‘maké’ li“’
remammg 7ths. Let us represent the prlce df a
certain quantlty “of corn by umty ; ‘then the suth’
paid out of it for labom, and ‘to the’ farmer, Will'vé

1epresented by 5-7ths, and"the sum pald for Tétit,
txthe poor-rates; &c. ‘by"2-7ths. If the prlce ol:

iiiigined” l;he"" same, the new prlce
cihantlty of corn Whlch was before repres

Y i 2z L i valy
RPN L

i £

not remam tlle‘same, but w1ll be lncreased“ m"g‘

mat}e value of tlle q"uant‘lt“y'of corn 'm queStlen
have tlus proportlo‘ S -
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fore the second approximate value. of tl(ié’ stpposed
quanfity of corn, becomes == 2> 42 14 iz 94, Using
this again, to get a nearer apprommatlon,, we have
old rent, &c. :new rent, &c. 11 : %5, or 7 new
rent, &c. : v 1 : g&; therefore the new rent
&c. = 94 X 1= ;_g:_g, and so on we might conti:
nue the approximation, approaching continually
nearer and nearer to its limit, which- woul}d bié

95

"- consequently 2<7ths will no longer represent- fheu’”
§ .nount as before; neither, therefore, will 1 me

represent the new price of corn; but it will be

8 something more, on an increase of the . price of

~ wages, and something less on their decrease. Let

I ushowever, as before, take 1 + % as an approxi"';

sums paid for rent, tithe, poor-rates, &c: would he |

other woxds, rent; tlthe, poor-rates, &e. _and the
prlce of com, vary - very nearly as, the price. of
labour " o ' .

Let us try to expreb% the varlatlon ‘more gene-
rally. Let umty, as before, represent ‘a certain
quantity of corn; then the portion due to- la,bour

and ‘the farmer, is 5-7ths, and that due to Tetit)

&c. 2-7Tths: let -the price of Iabour bé increasell
or decreased $th' part, where n may be ém wholé
number or a fraction: then the amount dué't

labour, and the farmer’s profit, becomes % #' 71:9
the sign being positive’ or negative, accordmg as
the price of labour increases or dlmmmhes -Con-
sequently, if rent, tithe, poor-rate, &ec. 1ema1ne(1
the same, the’ new prlce “of “¢orn -would become
po s+ Soor T+ 25 but rent, tithe, and pOOIﬂ
rite,’ "&e: bemg always a staﬁ:ed pa,rt of the producé
must inereass as: the pnce ‘of that/produce {ncreases’;

&e. : new rent &c
| & |

. corir s new. price; or %t new rent, &c. :
nearly doubled also, and consequeritly the price of |

corn would be very nearly donbled likewise ; or, in | d nearer than the former apprommate Prlce of ‘?o 1,

wﬂl be T(]_+.L)+’5 +

| mate value of the - new price of corn; then we have
 this proportion : o
4,,-7tahs,§‘ or if the va"iC'e~ of labour be dOllbied, "the |

Old rent, &c. @ new rent, &c. :: oldl p‘ri-éef 6f
<1 1; + ,5..‘.(_,‘_,,,

 therefore the new rent =% (l “—) nearly Hence

 -—- 1 i 4495 " Usmg

45 .
:1:1+& isw OF 5 @ Dew 1ent

THif

:J‘I‘ i i gn"', therefoxe the new rent &c. =z

4_; ( + 49,1) And a. nearer and tolerably accuratel

R LY

approx1mat10n, glves the new price of corn, %

| QL) +s+5=1222 As the approxi-
1!1%@1_011 1s .repeate_d,‘. the-; fractlons 25, and 334, will

. approdch nearer and nearer to unity, which is their.
ultimate ratio, or the new’ price of corn ultlmately.
: becomes 1+% and the amount for rent, &e. &c.
(1L£3), or the price of corn and rents, &c. increase
P o decxease as, the, price of labour ; and wice versa;
th,Q.pl ice of . labour must. increase or decrease as thee‘,
Price, of corn, in order to.allow the due ploﬁt to
the far mer, ; and the due rent to the landlord; w1th-,

o both which. Jbeing paid, it is not possible that
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cotn can be grown. m any country for. any lenot,h
oftlme o . : :
F or com cannot be grown; un]ess the farmer be

pa,ld for the capital he employs,.and for his own
time and labour bestowed upon -his farm; and
Nature ‘has made those differences in the: situa-
tions and quahtxes of land, that one acre .of one &
| q,u&hty and situation, will always yield a greater §
profit, and therefore a greater rent,. than another [

acre of a different quality and situatien. - Henee

t,here;- must always be profit and remuneration .paid

to farmers, and there must always be rent.paid.to

.the owners Of the ‘soil ; its ma@mtude entirely: de-

ordinary profits and remunerations. of other trades.
. Hence,. unless there be.exorbitant. farmmg pro-
ﬁts, .or exorbitant rents, corn never;can- reallybeat
an exorbitant and unreasonable prlce, a.price dlspro-
portionate to the wages of labour.- There-are cer
talnly ho exorbitant farming profits in this countty;
as: most, assuredly, the average profits of farming
are .as low, if not miuch lower, than those of:any
otherbusiness whatever. It istrue, that the money
price .of rents has within the: last_fifty. years very

consaderablv increased ; but it-is not trae, thatld

larger portion'of the whole agricultural. produce -of

the: lungdom sthan formerly, is absorbed by rents, o |

a larger portion; than.is paid in other -long: estas
b]lshed counmes, where agriculture: is:ina flou

- pendmO' on the quantity produced, or. else. on the
excess of profit made by the farmer, beyond.the §

' B

fishing condition " From the improvenients which
have been made in the soil itself; and from extended
cultivation, the ‘whole agricultural’ ‘produc
kmgdom has been” very greatly: increased;” conse:
quently what falls'to’ the land-owner’s sharé,” “being
probably always the same part out of the whole,
wust have'beeii; -and in fact has been, mcreased;lﬁ
the:same “proportion :added to which, the ToNey y
iyaliie’of - the same * quantity; as- before, has qns
‘creased in-exaetly: the same proportxon that- the
money” value of labour has been increased: " If;“by
throwmgff‘”

diicerof the kingdon 'be dlmmlshed ‘the’ aggregate
ofwhat<the landiords receive;: st e ‘diminished
inexactly! thé'same: ‘proportion. SOIf Cin addlt-mn to.

valpe/ of ‘even this :smaller: portion due ‘to the land=
lords, mustbe reduced in exactly the same ratio:
‘iHenee:we perceive, that if the’ extent of ‘culti:

vation:in:the United: Kingdoms be contracted;” the
aggiegate rents of the kingdom will be diminisheéd
inithe same: degree; or the landlords will eceiveia
. Proportionably less number of bushels of wheat, and
ifithe price of labour decline,’.the money price of
each - bushel: will ‘decline in the same degree ; so

that by the united operation of' diminished cultiva=

tion: and. falling: wages, rents:may ‘be reduced:as

low. as, you please; but they:would then:just:beas
H

4 ‘paft ‘of ‘thelands: of Eﬂgland out f‘ |
cultivation; ‘the whole aggregate. agmcultural Prb_ ,

that,:ithe iprice:of labour:fall, or be: reduced” by
virthe!of - a: legislative enactment;: then the mongy

A
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»exorlntant s NOw, ° that s to say, the same part
or portlon out of the whole produced Would most
Pr bly continue to be taken as rent 1t is not
the sum that is paid in money, but it is the por-
tion that is taken out of the whole produce, that

makes rents exorbitant, er otherwise. ‘This | por-
3 selves ‘dependent for - our daily bread, on the

': whims and caprices of foreign nations, when we

“Itis a very ‘easy thing for theorists to talk of e able to be qulte independent, of the vvorld for
the necessaries of lifs ? But then it may be replied;

them, but death to the victims of their theories. | | " shuld bave all the nocessaries of life cheaper,dj
and consequently in_greater abundance " The

“of the ‘unhappy persons ‘who are’ thus thrown out @ latter position Is denxed How does it appear- that
v should. _have them in, . greater abundance ? If

tion, be it ‘remembered, is in England a foulth 01
ﬁft‘h part and in Scotland a third.

throwmg Jands out of cultivation: it is play fo
‘But, supposing the thmg done, what is to become

of all employment’l The farmers are rumed
: their’ stock and - machmery,
capltal is' embarked, are rendered thereby worth
lesv ,'because useless’; all thel" :
-out of emplOyment and have nothmg to do, . Pro-

interest must be sacrificed to pubhc ‘benefit, and

-~ that the agricultural labourers, deprwed of their

employment ‘would find work in - produemg the'
addltlonal quantlty of manufactures that WOllld  §
be requ1s1te to exchange for that portlon of our

consumptlon of grain now lmported from ab

- But it 'would be'no easy matter for ‘the. hand of the‘
“husbandman, rendered “hard and’ horny by the
labours of * the ‘field, to accommodate tself tO;

i

the

;'1ce and dehcate operatlons of machmery

Besrdes, how does 1t appear that it would be a_t

hich” all thelr
a8, before, doubtless, if agricultural produce be=

labotirers are thro Wn came :cheaper, he could. have it in greater abun-
i dance But it is.denied, that the same. wages can
bab]y b theorists wonld” answek, that prlvate_ i be pald for ]abour, and corn be cheaper at the
1 same time: and let it be attempted to elucldate

thrs important posmon. | o o
CIiis an. extravagant supposition, . to suppose the

§ cultwatnon of grain-abandoned in England, and all
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nafional beneﬂt to destroy one sort of machmery

{0 an immense value, melely to make another
} sort of .a different nature; to destroy a portmnz
| ofour agrlcultural machinery, merely to 1ncrease

our manufacturing machmery, to render our-

the labourer counld ; receive ‘precisely the same wages

| we use imported from abroad ; but for the sake of
algument let .that supposrtlon be made, and let
it} be; requlred to ass:gn the effect on the wages of
vdally labour, corn 'bemnr sold at 54s. 'a_quarter,
R Instead of 74& ‘ lst ‘On. the. supposrtlon that' Wi;
import all our graln of -every kind from~ abroad.;

~dly, That as now, we supply ourselves entlrely,v-

bllt atthe price of 54s. instead of 74s ; ; and, 3dly,

HZ
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supposrtlon, that we 1mpmt one-tenth from
,'abroad and grow the rest ourselves. To aban-

| :don agrlculture, and 1mp0rt all our gmm from

broad is an extravagant suppos1tlon for let it
“be, con51dered ‘that the agricultural population is
p ably. one half of the whole populatlon of the
“.;;kﬂx_ngdom How are their habits and modes of life
1o be, changed? How would it be poss1ble to
| yc 1¢ ct them, scattered over the whole surface of
the ountry, mto large tow ns, and to convert them
)ﬁ; om, husbandmeu into manufactuung labourers’l

?;A‘BeSIdes, how mcalculable{the “natlonal losez in
: investe ‘ farm-

‘, ,]d the capltal be found that uld be Wantlng
“}"fori the constructlon of the neW manufactorles, and
e new machmer)’l - 4
bur consumptlon of gram,
rather the quantity so]d by all our’ farme ?f"

Niov‘f.,s_}lt is very true, that the whole world CQ‘?

thls For no country can, or w1l.l grow more. than
At consumes, or. has a market for bes1des a cer- |

tam surplus remalmng to answer any deﬁmency of |

= gat

-arise.
both can and may be grown, . ‘due time and siotice |

bemg allowed; for it still .remains to be ghewn, |

alent to about 17 oOO OOO quarters of vvheat

i

e ha.ve seen,_gtm
‘not at. present supp]y us a surplus quantlty eq alto |

"»‘,.,the next barvest, or any casual demand that may | |
But if more at any tlme be requured more '}

]
j
s
|
|

e e e

B ————
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that the whole earth has arrived at the limit, or
any thmo' hke the lirnit of its productlve powers.
Probably, if wanted, there is surface enough
to grow twice the quantity, or more, all ‘dver
the world, than is now produced, after Teaving
ample space to supply all other wants. Hence,
merely considering the thing in a theoretical
pomt of view, it seems impossible to deny, that

If there was a constant and certain demand’ for
17, 500,000 - quarters of wheat annually, agrlcul-

ture, by that demand, might be so extended'in a
few years, throughout the whole of the North of

~ Europe, Poland Germany, and France; through
all the extensive and fertile coasts of the Mediter-
;ranean and the Black Sea, and throughout’ ‘the
”'whole of the vast Contment of North America;*
“to supply even a stll] greater quantlty, if necesséry
Therefore it cannot be doubted, that in & Ilttle
~time the United ngdoms might be able to lmport
‘:}‘from all the dlﬂ‘erent quarters ‘of the globe, a’ con-
:stant supply of as much as 17,500,000 quarters of
;;;wheat or more if ‘wanted ; and considering “the
'}_fpreeent:f prlces at which corn can be lmported

mense supply mmht be ‘had at about 54s.

[:the quarter landed into our warehouses, all ex-

of frelght ‘&e. being included. The follow-

_‘lmg‘ is Mr Jacob’s” estimate respectmg the' price of
the best Kind of Polish wheat imported into Eng.
Jand, as extlacted ﬁom the pubhc prmts, SHGA
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) A R Rt I O R ,g,hd.
" Original expence to the grower iwe s e iwe. 2850,
e Conveyance to. the boat R SRR T TRR RN | BN
E)épénces at Dantzm, in warehousmg, &e. 20"
" "Profit o1 cormmission at Dantzm ANEIES ST T 6 ¢
o ’Frelght to- London Heereeraeteresaryee s 80

Hence, mstead of its costing us 64,7 50, OOOZ for
_ali the_gram we consumie, ‘17 500, 000" quéaiters’ of
| whe'atw at 54s., would only cost us’ 47,250,001,
Both ums may be sald to be made up 'of' proﬁt arid

';févourlte and "lpular Enghs emp] en
_,lf yve uSe"our oWn shlpplng-labour ‘and ‘profit °
bri ¢ ¢ “'pur'manu%“acturmg

N :

f' we use_r ?’orelgn shlppmg | 0ur manufacturmg-
\‘labour an,d proﬁt must be s0 much greater, so that

’ ‘market bemo’ 4'7 250 0001., the whole dlmmutr _
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the quantum of our joint profit and labour neces-
sary’ for: the -purchase-and freight inte - our. ware-
houses of 17,500,0001. quarters. of wheat, can be
nelther more nor less than 47,250, 000, .
Hence, therefore, agrlculture bemg ‘abandoned

. L in England, and nothing but. foreign gralu belno

consumed, our foreign trade would, ‘be. greater
| than it. now is, by 47,250, 000l per annum, and
| 1o more ;. because no other vent would be opened
for our goods, :that we. do not now possess, than
thls exchange of manufactured articles to”‘ the
amount of 47,250 OOOl for.a quantlty of gra of
'dlﬁ’erent kmds, ta.ntamount to 17,500, 000 quarters
of wheat. Consequently we should galn proﬁt and

o et A o ok et Al R ot 22 19T

- | zgrowmg corn, whlch ‘on the supposrtlorl :
] heing. at 7ds: the quarter, amount to 64,750,
e, shou]ds- also lose in the money prlce Qf pr
r]abO othe

+0f Thls, we ha.ve a,lready seen, Would amount
,to 26, 230 OOOl. y hence our whole loss in the dlﬂl»
nution of our, proﬁt and labour, would
91,000 0007, and our Whole gam in thf fo

of annual i mcome, in what is realized by proﬁt and
labour, would, on the balance, amount fo nearly
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44,000,0007. -which is the ‘amouit: of the ‘diminus
‘tion<of /80 per- cent. -on- all -agriculturak prodyce,

~ Hence: the ‘national “income would be diminished,
by:the annual amount of 44,000,000/, ; and- taking

the whole’ annual income of the country, ‘both of .

tich:and poor, at 860,000,000, there ‘would be

necessarily an ‘average reduction of income to the;

amountof-about 15 per cent. . o
+Now, if ‘we look at ‘every‘thing that is: bought

:1ts price is made up of profit, and the wages of

. .labour “Hence, if there be 15 per:cent. in ‘money
‘spent:less one ‘year than another, the whole sum
paid:for that year’s profit, and:the whole sum paid

for that: year's wages of labollr,“mUSt" necessarilybe .
“Consequently it

15:-per-icent. less than before. :
follows; that since our annual ‘income ' would be
reduced 15 per cent. by our ceasing to.growigrain
of:any kind at home, and importing all-we ‘use:from
‘abroad; the wages of labour must also be reduced
15 pier: cent. ; and if our ‘wages of labour are:dépre:
ciated 15 per:eent., we shall then have to give 115

days’ labour for a certain quantity of foreign pro: g

ducé;:for which preVlously we ‘only.gave 100-days'
laboiir.. Hence we find, that the lahourer, on-this
ehange, would ‘have to’submit to a diminutionof
his wages, to the amount of 15 per cent.: he would
buy agricultural produce 30-per cent. cheaper ; but
then-: forelgn produce would remain at the same
price ;- that is, to him it would be virtually 15 per
“cent. dearer. Consequently, upon the whole, hie

O B S Y B P AT S e
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|
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would; be no. gainer..: The::same would be-true, in
the case-of . all; persons :subsisting. on ithe ‘profits.of
trade;: for those profits, like the.labourer’s: wages,

would: be. redneed: 15. per cent. They would there-

‘forezhave 15.per cent. taken off from: theirigross
ingome.;: cand.. by buymg agncultuml produce »30:
'per cent.:cheaper, and foreign produce at the:same

price, that is, virtually to. them, 15 per: cent dearer,

they.would be no more benefited than the labourer.

The., Clergy would be absolutely rnined, sand the

Landowners would not be much better. pff thdn the

;dxtor, a8 ]ong as. they could get the mterest of
their respective:debts: paid, would be- much*ebetter'
 off, because their income would remain. unchanged
‘they\fwould buy-agricultural produce 80 per-cent.
cheaper, -and:;they:.would: give no moré than:fors
: mex%l.yg;;:fom'foreign - produce.

Hence we find,: even
supposing: it-practicable to abandon agriculture in
England; and-to exchange the articles* which; we
can produce the cheapest against corn, which other
natlons ‘can. produce cheaper than we can, the great

bﬂca.us,e ‘, the.. conse_quent di mlnutlon of the natlonal
income;: wonld:occasion. a diminution to the manu-

facturer, the trader,. and the labourer, of about 15
per cent: -:in:their respective annual income, which
would . balance the -advantage they would derive

by: buying their agrlcultural produce 30 per cent,
theaper: than Dbefore. ~ SRR

P
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- But such a thihg is impracticable.

Many
hundred millions would be ‘absolutely lost to the
country; of property rendered worthless, in. farm.

bul]dlngs, farming-stock, ‘&6, &c.; and even if the
agrlcultural labourers- could be easdy converted
into manufacturing labourers, where would the
‘capital be found, necessary for the  production of
47,250,000L worth of additional ‘manufactures?
"To produce this quantlty, a capital of several hun-
dred millions vested in machmery and stock; would
e requisite ; and where is so great'a capital to be
found?  Even .if it could be found, or borrowed
from - our- nelghbours interest would have to be
paid for its’ use, amounting probab]y t015;000,0001.
per-annum ; the whole of which would be-an addi-
tional doss to the country, whatever - thé annual
'amount of interest mtght prove to ‘be.: :Besides,
‘can‘wessuppose’ ‘that our nelghbours, Jealous of'our
}power and greatness, ‘would not take advantage iof
‘the false position in which ‘we had- placed:ofir-
‘selves; 'bv rendering ourselves dependent upon
thiem for our daily food? No; when we-haid deli-
‘vered ourselves up to thein, bound hand and:foo,
-when‘we could no longer do without ‘their:i¢om,
‘and ‘they could -do without the.: embelhshments of
‘life; which are all that we have to give s them: in
‘exchange ; -are we not to suppose that ‘they wotld
feel the natural “superiority -of -their condition, and
-attempt to starve us into: their own terms?
Ancient Rome subsisted,. under the Emperors,

B —
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alinost entirely on iniported grain. Even with the
command of the whole -world; ‘with  all nations
tnbutary to them, and prostrate at their feet, the
Romans often found the supply either madequate to

thelr Wants, or by s()mé cause w1thheld ahd the

......................................

................................

possessmg, as we- do, so much less lnﬂuence and
power in the world than they did 2 -

- Hence we find that, of necessity, the great bulk
of our consumption must be derived from our own
soil; we cannot with safety depend upon any body

bt ourselves, for the absolute necéssaries of life.

The garrison’ must-not only be manned, but it must
be prov1s1oned 0therw1se, the: greater its physical
force, the: ‘sooner-it must surrender. - As, therefore,
itiappears - that no advantage would be derived

from our importing the whole of our corn.from
iabroad;: s6- as to ¢ost us 30 per cent. less than

what' we pay foi that of eur own' growth and even
ifithere: was, that our national safety and existence
would be ° compromlsed thereby; let it next:be
ascertamed what the ‘effect would- be, if: we- stlll

V-contmaed to. grow all our own corn. as now, but
that, in'consequence of the abolition of the Corn

Laws, ‘wheat was sold at 54s. quarter, “instead
‘of 745, - When Wheat ‘was at 74s. a quarter, the
account, of ‘what was paid for the quantity of grain
produced and sold in -the United Kingdoms; and
the division of the proceeds inito rent; tithe, farmer’s
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profit, and wages of -all sorts of. labour connected
with husbandry, stood thus :

17 500 OOO quarters of wheat at 748 Cieeeses £ 64;7‘5'0‘ '006

Rent 00'0'0,0000"9'0.0. .0'.0‘..90.._y9o0~£13 000000
Farmer s proﬁt wear and tear, &C. «.ee..ess. 13,000 000'
Tithe evveeitiinnnnn R " 43000000
‘lloor-late"s,‘f&c,- Seesebseesreeeesrennasaesss 0 2,500,000
S £132,500,000
. Wages of labour of all kmds cetenseseirepens 32,250,‘060
| | £ 64,750,000
o3 -:: ‘l

But when wheat sells for 543 a quarter, mstead
of 74s., 17,600,000 - quarters of wheat w1ll only
.produce - 47,250,0001, ; therefore  there will be.a

deﬁclency of 17,500,000 Upon, Whose shoulders
Asnthat deficiency to be placed ? - Not upon; the
owners of the. soil .alone, for -the natural qual‘tles
-of the.-soil will still continue to glve thern an
+undoubted right-and title. to the same numb
. bushels -of wheat, -that is, to the same portlon of
~.the:produce, as. before. Tithes will also be . the
-same portion -of the produce as, before Therefore,'
-:asthe.money-price of produce has only been reduced
30 -per ‘cent.,.-rent. and tithe together can only be
-reduced 30 per:cent... Now, rent and tlthe amounted

«previously, to 17, 000,000L, and 30 per ¢ cent. on this

-sum; ‘is -5,100 OOOZ consequent]y, rent and tlthe

would be reduced by the  amount of 5, ]OO OOOI

But. there would still-remain 12 400 OOOl of dlml-

10

nution’ to be' accounted for; and this can only be
porne by the poor-rates; the farmer’s profit-and
“ emuneratlon, and the wages of labour. .
~When agricultural produce was so much cheaper, |
1t may be presumed that the sums’ raised for- the
mamtenance of the poor, being principally expended
infood, would be proportionably diminished thereby.
Hence we may assume, that the poor-rates would
be diminished 80 per cent. Now, if the rate of
‘the profits of trade on a given capital, remained
unchanged (and there is no reason to suppose that
that rate would be affected), the sum paid to. the
| far”" er for hrs proﬁt and remuneratlon, could only

L‘e' dlmlnlshed by all hrs farmmg eXpences
| iminished:  Now, he receives'30: per:cent.
,ﬁle s'forhis whole produce. than'he did before: = His
he, and poor-rate, can only be reducedeO

nt to 2-7ths of hls produce, l]ls ‘wages' of
“of all kinds” must” also’ be- reduced; 80iper
5 consequently, the wiges of allJabotir which
"'t'o: pay, ‘to “mieet: ‘the new orderi:of
\ “and “of nécessity; e re-
‘ 30' per’ cent “to enable \agrlculture to /goon.
B When ‘this Tast itém is réduced, the'process will:be

COmplete, for the farmer’s’ capitdl; necessary-{o

“carry-on “his business; will ‘then: be: reduced B0:per
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eent. ; -and when this is done, 80 per cent. reduc:
tion' on- the poor-rates, farmer’s profit and remy.
neration, &c., and the wages of labour, will amount
to 12,400,0000 ; which, with the 5, 100,0001, of
reduction in: rents and tithes, will just make up‘
the sum of 17,500,000/. the reduction in the amount
for which all sorts of grain in the United klngdoms
are sold, when wheat falls from 74s. to 54s a
quarter “The price of corn is continually varymg
in the ‘market;; it being sometimes higher, some-
times lower. - ‘But when a variation of .the 1 price of
«corn has ‘been mentioned in these pages; a perma—
‘nent, and not a casual reductlon in that prlce, has
‘been meant. A ' e
Hence:we ﬁnd that if the prlce of wheat m the
United Klugdoms ‘be réduced 80 per cent. perma~
mently, -the pricé of all sorts of labour connect
with  agriculture, must also’ be’ rediiced’ perma-:"
mently 80 per cent., and proportionably for a
igreater or less variation : for unless this takes place,
all farmers must become 'bankrupts, and the pro-
‘duction-of corn cease.
of all'kinds be reduced in proportion to the prlce of
corn, then must labour of all other descri ptions too,
‘be :veduced :in the same degree, by the -effect. of
.competltlon In addition to wlnoh the d;mmutlon
.of national i income, ‘consequeint. upon a reduction of
.the imoney-valué " of agricultural’ ptoduoe, WOUld
produce that effect of itself, as we have already
'seen; though, possxbly, not in the same degree.

- But if ao*ncultural laboul :

g
4
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For it must be remembered that we -have for-our
manufactuled goods, a home market, as-well as.a
forelgn market. With the exception .of what.is
spent in agricultural produce, all that is paid for
rent, tlthe, farmer’s profit, and the wages of labour;
is spent in our manufacturers’ home market, If those
sums be diminished, the home market must -suffer
accordmo*ly, so much less must be spent in it, and;
of course, the whole sums whlch the manufacturing

| interests derive therefrom, in the shape. of .profits;

and wages of labour, must be d,l,mllnlshed:_m ~the
same proportion. Hence, the manufacturing and
agrlcultural mterests -are, happily for the: peace
and safety of the community, so lntlmately coma
bined, that they must stand or.fall together. -

Let it next be. requu:ed -what the effect on. wages
be, if wheat were sold at. 54s. . the quarter;

' ‘mstead of 7 48 3 but that, instead of growmg all
t twe consume, as now, oue-tenth part Were 1ms-
ported from abroad. .One consequence must -be,.
that smce we now cultivate -as much land as fur-.
mshes us with all the corn we want, a quantity of.
land producmg one-tenth of our . consumption;:
must be thrown out. of occupatlon ; and.all the.
money expended on that land, in:farm-buildings,
enclosures, &e. &c . and a.ll ‘the capital invested -
in the farmmg stook and lmplements used.upon it, -
‘But notwithstandingthis

be: rendered. worthless
loss, if the theory, which was examined in a former
pat of this- dissertation, were true; if, the more
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'l;olerable yoke

‘ v;that t.hat, theory is-perfectly: visionary;:and:that:the !
T!&'»ﬁdlﬂrds» take no. areater\ portron of: xt,he prOdﬂﬁeng =

«1.1,_2

.. There seems, however, suiﬁcrent 1eason to behev

:,p tlon of the produce would strl] ag before, be

peld as, rent .that is. to say, that-if. the extentiof
cultrvatmn was.. reduced one-tenth the aggreo*ate

ma(nrf'eet ,tha_ ‘/_,When one-tenth less bushels here |
g e. amount, .of . rents would.be  one-tently &
less. But good.Jands, pay something: fnore: .outsiof
€ rch bg nel, than lands inferior torthem’ i valie;
oorlsequenéiy, if,the. good “lands.were - thrown out ]
of tll]aore, rents must, in their. whole aggregate; | Z

‘e reduced more than one-tenth ; and if the inferior

z part of the: poor-rates which they now have 0]
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solls ‘weré" thrown ‘ut ‘of * tlllao-e, rénts would' be’
reduced -less than éne-tenth. Therefore, upon’ ‘the
whole; it will be safest; and, most probably, nearest‘
the truth; to assume, that if, instead of g‘rowmg all
our own cotn; as now, we importéd one-tshith’ part
of our consumption from abroad, rents wou]d ‘be
reduced one-tenth;: tithe would dertainly ‘be re=
duced ' one-tenth; the baurden of - poor-rates: Would

‘remain - the- same ; -and - consequently it would; in

this.- case; be - ‘requisite to make some allowance to
the agricultural -interest, -tantamouat to one-tehth

~Butto' resume’ our: ar,gument - Instead™ of

17 ,500;000° quarters of wheat, of our own’ growth"'
! bemg :sold’ by-our~ farmers, on' the present stpy 04

sition;” onezténth- less; or 15,750,000 quartefs’ only,
would:be sold: by -them at “the price of 544, the
(uarter; and one=teiith part, or 1,750,000 quarters,
would beimported fromabroad; Now, when we so]d

17/600,000-quarters of-“wheat, of our own growth

at5ds. the quarter, the whole sum produced was
4%,250,000/; but when- we have only 15,750,000

B Quarters-to sell, of our own growth, " they will
B produce only 42,525,000, - or agrncultural proﬁt

and-labour ‘will be diminished by 4,725, 0005

and manuf'a,cturmo* ‘profit - and labour will ga in 3

425,000 ;- :and for ‘the sake of makmg this
transfer; the Nation will lose as much: oapltal a8
Aounts to the value of the. agrrcultural machmery

§ 2 stock ‘now rendered worthless ; ; or othermse, A

I
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.chmery and stock requisite to produce 47 20 00 l‘
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much capital as would be necessary for the ma-.

asgy

worth of manufactured goods ;. therefore we ﬁnd
that ha.vmg as many farms a.lready bullt and as
much la,nd brought into corn-cu]tlvatlon as 1
cessary ‘to produce all the gram that we cons
i wheat must be reduced in price 30 per |
far from its being advantageous, to cease grorvrgg
lt all ourselves, and to import a portlon” "

a very large amount
of our stlll producmg from our own soﬂ nme—t‘ 3

cultural labour requlslte to produce t 4lS:f
must necessarxly, as before, b_e reduced

.....

sell hls gra,m at the reduced rate. |
Consequently, rt appears, under every v1ew f the
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m the same proportlon,‘das Well
from the effec_ produced by the free competltrou"of
labour as by the eﬂ'ect produced from the. :necessary
drmmutlon in the amount of natlonal

Hence; lt is contended
mennfa.cturmw labourers unwisely complaln fof’ A the
re trictions imposed by the Corn LaWb,
th mount of their profits, and of thelr Wages
]a\ our, ‘must necessarlly be diminished i in the sarrre
ratxo that the price of corn is dlmlmshed o tha

by ; no vmeans rvou‘d they be thereby put mto '

SN ]

ghgthey;_wouldzbe able to comw x}
rhey would not be ab e to

8 ultural produce and adrlcultural ]abour
bu(: a,so to Leep up the prlce of. ma.nuf A“cturmz
> e,ud menufacturmg labour, and to enab]e
botli o obtam thelr fu]l value a,brOad But»f

i canno snewn, if ,
gle other hand that the Corn Laws Were edlcteted
tly a‘:u*lse pohcv The Corn Laws may Tepeal
lel(IlSEllves throuah our labour fahmor in Ve,lu'e
12

l_ucome.'
that manufacturers and
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abroad and’ consequently at’home;but this: would
be a great national’ cala,mlty, and destructwe of our
'power and wealth. In order to illustrate this:more

1y, let us consider, in the following Section;.the
' i""ould produce upo’n our revenue, and on-

SECTION IV

often & crround ‘of complamt and a reason
why agrlcultural produce ‘is''so “much
dearer with us ‘than in othet countries; that weare
burdened with" such +‘heavy “aount of taxation.
Doubtless;’ taxation 1s il inastuch as:it

greatoevily
tends to diminish income; to diminish the! proﬁts of
‘in¢ ustry, and to diminish the lhiard-earned - wages
“of patlent labour. - But when taxation~is' ascribed
as a'cause of the high price of agrlcultural produce,
st’probably a consequence: is“mistakei for:a

e. ~ If taxation were a' ‘causeof ‘the high: prme
“6f thé ‘Hecessaries of life, they would: vaty;:as
thlOn, and mlght ‘be* increased: or. decredsed
<Yty i trathyolt isconlys:
prlce e agrlcultural 'prodiice;: dndicating!a high
“price’ of laBoiﬁ‘—;’*ﬁ*—aﬁd" ‘a. high' aniountiof natlonal
e a‘“ﬁgreaﬁ ‘amount  of taxes

bemg colllected :
There is'no civilized country W, thout taxes, tO
defray the’ nééessary expences ‘of the- government,
- aind of “the defenee and :protection - of: the people;

i
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and -they'are generally, contrived.to .be as hlgh asf
the people -can bear. .High. taxation is_a: yery
common complaint; but it may not be. 1ll-founded'
notwithstanding. 'The public revenue of all coun-'

tries; appears to be derived from two sources: dlrect

taxes, and taxes on consumption. Of the ﬁrst kmd ’
are all taxes on income, or of the nature of our

assessed taxes, or our stamps. To this, the rich
alone commonly contribute. Of the second kihd |
are:all taxes levied:.on. articles of . consumptlon, as
Custom-house and EXClse dutles. To thl*' b th-

nch shall be hlo'her taxed, in. proportlv )
'va.lue, than those consumed by the poor. -

ftaxes, of some.. kmd or other, upon artlcles of con-
-:sumptlon.; But m estlmatlnw the rates: of,rtaxa-

'trlbute ‘to: the amount ralsed by taxes on, a,rtlcles
‘oficonsumption. . The rich, in proportlon, pay more
‘than <the: poor ;- but - the latter are so.. .much_more
‘numerous:than the:former, . thiat. probably the aégre-
‘gate of their: oontrlbutlons 1N thls way to the




;I‘Lelgns CDuld be collected hy the exmseman m the

La;&g, thrpucrh the.. s effect,.0
he sold.

L8

another. If a s;xth part of each of these 1s taken
by the,governments of England and France .Tespec-
tively, then both countries are oppressed to the same

FE

degree.with taxation, though the, actual :amoun;.

collected .in England be. _greater. than the amount
colleeted in France, If, on the other hand,. taxa.
tion takes away a ﬁfth part -of the annual i mcome
of the rich, and of the wages of labour, i m England
;and only.a. s1xth part in France, then is England
,mmel ad_ed wnth taxatlon ‘than. F rance,. and wice
wersd. .. If in one country,. the aaxly yages . of the
.mgvelasses .and:the annual-income of the uch
ybe double. what they are in angther, the rich coun-
ill be able with, the same,ease 10: bear. twice
<the,amount of taxatlon of the .poor one,: (supposmg

BN

ﬂgthelr popnlation equal), even though .the money,
prige of, every thing else be double, - Exery, thing

d sthen be on the same level, and ten soyer

Aje, that a,ny change D, the present Com
@7535;{917 _insmnce for

ould both

cheaper. than».~1t-:novs i
a%s the quarte
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all other agrlcultural produce ‘whatsoever: if corn
be reduced 30 per cent., all other agrlcultural pro-
duce must be reduced in the same ratio ; ‘experi-
ence fully bears ‘out this theoretical conelusion;
But ‘at the present times, or at least vvhen wheat is

at"74s. the quarter, the whole - agrlcultural pro= -

dice of the kingdom is estimated by Mr. Col-
diihoun at upwards of 200, 000,000, in value, Con=

'sequently, if, by virtue of a leglslatwe enactment,

dorn, ‘and therefore all agricultural produce, “be
tediiced 80 per cent., the natmnal income on -this
account must be ‘reduced 60,000,000Z, that is, 80
per ‘cent. on 200,000,000/ - In addition to which,
manufacturmg labotir, and consequently the amount
in money" of manufacturmg profits, would also be
reduced 30 per cent.’; therefore, upon the’ whole,
it“may be truly said; that ‘the *whole ‘amount” of
fidtional’i mcome ‘would be reduced 30" per cent.
Now our present system of taxation is calculatéd
th’ take away “into ‘the govermnent treasury, say,

‘o‘ne-elghth part of the national income ; therefore

if the same taxes contmue, ‘and the natlonal in-
éome be! rediiced 30 per cent., " the amouit. in
money “which “those taxés can produce; inust also
be' dlmlmshed 80 per cent. ;" and, consequently, if
the sdime  revenue still ‘continies to “be raised;" new
taxes, to the amount of about ‘one:third 'of ‘what is
Tow collected st be lmposed Bt we already
‘assuredly pay as large’a portlon ‘of “otir ‘inéome as
‘catibe taken: dwayy withiont! being atterided wnth



the(xxmcrease in.a two-fold degree tbe pr;ce, 0f1t13§
arl;;c}es on,, whxch they are: -imposed,: and
he ,,u;xcxease the ~expences of hvmg 4};Ta.xes» Ans
creasea,Y}n a. two-fold degree the price of the

in hthe ﬁrst mstance, pald byw the wholeéale
dealer .,consequently 1(; must not sonly be repa;d to

ont of tha coun

a8 b EERIEY

AEHRD, Bt
“yw d wealth;of th
progure by, faxation;; to;
come of the subject, a

\try p&e,éliig our @m
larg gafppr;e on.of the iny

3 EASIEIE N

: Henc% it may he,confidently stated, s,;that‘df
pur»natlojuat{ income be reduced. 30, per, ;cent., ta;i

EERRIETAES v A U Ak R

nd,the wages oﬁJabgur, would \,
hl%‘? ki ]!lng‘gt?hre gogse glat,,,lmqéthebgolggq_

T

i must”producé 80 pe‘r" c’én

12t

lesk tham 'Befor& ,

per oent. less: P'POductlve, an

fake up’ 'he_‘ deﬁ"

pay of" tﬁ‘e A Wiy iid’ Navy, and” governmen-t qtdrés

lther the productlon vof ¢ o‘ur oWn or of foreldn m-’

) iwhether lt” Wol “1d b' equa *'ji‘fstij’,‘ may"
“Stii nélﬂé p‘ei‘héﬁds ;" oul’d mtthfs“é’ﬁ ¥

i eqha‘li‘y?'ii”éc ' per‘“d‘f Vel {5

e“ hé interest” Siof ﬁhé‘“’a“"'ﬂhal debt éﬂSO 3’0%91'

‘No niitiont gésﬁi*’b”‘”boiihd“f” impbs§xblhtié’s“i’;
As*lono" d¥tha i idiest on thie hatioh ‘dé‘b{“’w *
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.
paid; the Government is’ ‘bound to' pay it, by every
prln(:lple of Justlce ‘and’ propriety. Whether ‘the
totiey ‘Yaised' by the debt contracted; was ‘all pro.

peily' dand’ Wlsely spent may certalnly be" questmn-‘

ablel - Some persons may think one way npon ‘this -
: p01nt-~and some may think another; but ‘it’ ‘seem§’

1mposs1ble to deny, that the natlonal debt; ‘iif lts}
greatest part, “was contracted in- support” of ‘b’ur-
very ‘natiofial existence'; and that by the exertioii
we’'were thereby enabled ‘to m'xke, we not only
delivered ‘ourselves from foreign’ lbjuwatlon ‘Bt

were mainly lnstrnmental also, ‘in* dellvermg ths

whole ‘of Europe from 'an’ overwhelmmo and irreéd
“After havmg ‘been

sistible military despotlsm
skilfully ‘cured ‘of a mortal’ dlsease, are ‘we then

ung ratefully to refuse ‘to” pay the doctor s> bill¥
Whlch is ' worst; to be dead and' buried; or to Have

to pay a rather high doctor’s bill? - Hencé, un(jues-"
tionably, our engagement to the public- creditor

otight to be held sacred. Nevertheless, it cannot
be*denied, that we might be s6 situated; as to

rétider it impossible to keép our public" fulith

Then; 1ndeed our engagements must be modlﬁéd‘
by the pr1nc1ple of self preservatlon
edly, at the present time, “and as- long as’ the

national income’ can’ bé" “kept np to its" presentf
st‘anclard we are ‘able to' keep ' ou engagements*
Lt s not, therefore ‘deluded by false ‘theoriés;
put ourselves into a'situation ‘that would ‘no longet"

admit of our doing so, until we aie’ ‘getually thrust

Yet assur=5
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into that sitnation by.. the force., of clrcumstanees
oyer whlch we have no. controul ; (

At the Author may be. pardoned, i g;expressmg
he oplnmn Of an humble and .obscure gndwldual
he is by.no means. disposed to despalr of .the pre=.
sent Jowering: aspect of affairs at home. Qurmanus

faﬁtk.a ng. mterests evndently seem to have suﬁ’ered

ﬁomA over-produotlon, from havmg glutted, . all
thexr foreign markets, from having . pmduced a
supply far beyond. the annual demand.. Time, and,
time only, can remedy the ev11 When this.excess,
has. been consumed and ‘not,, tlll ‘then, a new:
snpply Wlll.b wanted and a new dema.nd Wll_ be

bhshment” \
too.great for:the supply of the whole world; in the
articles.. they produce, at the expence of our. agrl-;
cpltural interests. '

sShould the Wages of manufacturmg labourersl

become permanently reduced, they cannot long,
suﬁ'en from an excessive. price of agrlcultmal pro-

Edd iy

(}glce ‘because . the wages of agricultaral labourers;

and.with them the price of grain, would very soon:

fall in. the same proportion. . The. manufacturing,
popnlatlon form a large. portion of the consumers of
the farmers produce. ..
that than they have got to give ; and if the farmen
is, ‘not, content..to, take, it,. his ploduce must,. go,
unsold and, perlsh |

SR (FIN IS EE) RS

ut it, Would be a:bad, and most injudis.
cxous remedy, to increase onr manufacturma ‘estas,
which, have already proved. themselves.

They.cannot. pay more for.



1abour con ‘quent upon the ::‘depreciatlon of agri-
culturalfproduce 30 per cent there Would not only

i€ wa ““mortgaged though prevmus]y mortgaged
"belbW‘lts‘ value.! Houses, ships, and -machiney,
‘d"‘furﬁlture of- every ‘kind, would be: deprecmted
iff\’valué',*m the ‘same degree ‘as labour was'depre-
élated:f because' these things ‘could mowbe newly
“gonstructed for'so much less than before. Suppose
“a'bhan holdmg property of ‘various' kinds;: the pro-
“diiet of Tabour; to the valie of 100;000Z; and:that
"hig“debts amounted to 70,000 - He would justly
eonslder hlmself worth ‘30,0004, ~But ‘as ‘sooti‘as
{ Z‘ange took" place he would find Himself ot
WOr h one” “farthing ; and had. ‘his - debts > been
it han 70 OOOZ he Would ﬁnd hlmself' ‘msc)]-

o*ﬁ‘(

g

ARALY

f"'a’t]y ndreased"’pnce of ]abour. Had

‘“rupon postenty> ‘and &’ very heavy and contmuaﬂy

m.,,__,.,..v,,wn...w..,.-,‘W,..m,
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Increasing annual charge upon oursélves,:,
of things might justly have been cons
prospemus, and . the longer... l(’. Jlasted;
But; it could not last fm ever. -:Wher

home eXpendlture, and conbequent‘y in our gre-
jate- national income. This was, mltlo'ated 'but

wa -not; counterbalanced by the mcrease of :

NI ARE LS

ab]e t@ ascmbe‘ ,that _,,;depreclatlon ito oﬁ;‘ forgper

LRy AT

essystem has depreclated the_jv lu f

1 ff’

‘,}e\dlsturbed prevaous]y-ex;smng contr;smﬁgt\s, (; Q}]ght



gold riéver Varies. :
Suppose at a certain prlce ‘of gold a man bor“’
rows a thotisand guineas. If gold is not lnvarlablé"

it may vary in price. Suppose it to have so vamed :

and ‘to have become half as"dear agam |
in"“this- state,’ the lender demands hls thou and
gulneas. If they were paid, he Would recewe

dred gulneas when he' lent Bis it ;
recewe pl‘eClse]y the same valu e, thet ;,]S

tha,t in fact a greater valie is not 'pdld in

ey
R

land than' on the ‘Continent, but only a“greafer

B g U RS N S e E e S S S S NS s E

e s g e

nommal Yalue If our paper circulation, wete 4
forced government paper, like that. now,, or for-
erly, in mauy_. parts of Amerlca, and. m,iother

; .e or to beheve that our. paper is depremated
and our prlces ﬁctitlous T here must be.a:certain,

.the ou‘cu]atlon and to.make., the

éc ntry ns they amount to, lS rendered unproducq-
ive. . It Nforms a. part ef the machlnery of civilized,
hfe" a;n expenswe mdeed -but.a necessary part:
vif somethmg,'_.as a. promxssory-note, can;, be;
substltuted in the pllace of the. gold, orin the place
of a part of it, then ‘may thls gold be sent out,of
the klngdom to purchase raw. matema]s, to. be afters:
wards worked up. by Brltlsh skill and mdustry 5+ by
whlch means, ta?part of the capltal of. the. country,h
mstead of belng ’ldle, is rendered productlve M)

LALi¥G

!)pose the amount_ of Jmoney _in

SOy Wi O

1rty mllllons, Sl gold. suppose :t;'ve,nty mllhons

LI ot 3§ \f ?1,

of paper snbstltu_ted in _the place of twenty mdlolonsj

FTRENY
SO0, 16 18 &

Ofgold so that the mrciﬂatmn becomes ten milliops.
of gold and twenty of paper- then thls twenty mll«g
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clr(:ulatmg medmm, 1(: is. bound to see that the‘
pubhc suﬁ'ers ;'ot‘ by lus faﬂmg to do that Whlch he

ve 'ljeat ‘me: ug‘e, by havm’
“g'i)“{él a'”;ltal "

represent a real ‘va,lue, fr fe rom"the P

Ghsy

nsque. Suppose he loses the property he‘ receives
in exchange for his notes,. by. his own misconduct
o, mxsfox(;une:,, orrbx the:misconduct .or misfortunes-
ofvothers, ras has:frequently: happened:;: then-there"
i notlnng, or not- sufficient, ‘to- pay to. ‘the pubhcf
the value of those notes whlch the banker has been
Permltted to b;rcu]ate in the place of the currentw
K-
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1‘.,30

as‘snrances, as,
prétect the phbhc from 1oss

pledges and assurances thatvthe Treasury’ ;
“tainimo Toss. Teta s’lmﬂartp‘ en be;‘edoptefi w1t
privata™ “pankers circulating”’ small “notes; .
stamps are issued to them; or:flet_iprovperty be'aﬁ S0-
Tutely deposxted ‘i’ ihie’ e,
equa{ e value to ‘the note fOr whlch the starn s
wretissned. - Let this™y e of
Pbanker'sfailure; be al] by Taw ‘approprlated toﬁf;az
theeireulating notes, and then_ we ‘shotild no lomﬂe
‘ f“the public “losses” and* é\lstr‘esses, “%bm

' ‘médinim wot
:of bankers the t:ucu]atmg %é-!'t’(’) ‘f ™ ba}ﬁy

'*étll‘lv“eiij‘:o“‘”"‘fthe annual 1ncome reasnltmg’*fro;n ‘n;
Foiinstaice, pubhc stock ‘mlght be &eposlte}l 1
s bemg transferred intothe’ name éT a Gtoi?efr:m2 e
“ ‘”’mmlsswner, ‘or ~A_ccountan‘f Sl ti:nst il
ke /the bankei§t 1ll°*reee1vmb~i‘tl’te {amntge i
teiest}’ bnt lénly losing "tHe® f)%Wé nf::,ééll,gﬁ%l%
stock as long as he remlameﬁ g bﬁﬁk e ot UL,

8 ¢ ST, i,l éecu_
replaced hls ek by Yothle othiei” equwa]en

i
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my Mortcraoe-deeds, the tltle-deeds of’ estates
heldﬁm fee, mxght be depos1ted w1th the Govern-
ment, and. the tltle to all other kmds of' Jproperty,
the dep0s1tor still enjoylng the annual income,, pro-
ceedmg‘from such property, but ]osmg the power
of disposing of it, as long as he continued to issue
pr'om, ssory-notes so that the public would always
hold a. security for the due payment of. those ‘notes,
and that “there might never be the poss1b1hty of

thelr beeommo' worth less than thelr expressed _
value. ,;f e

A_p]an of' thls klnd seems to have been hmted at
more,‘vthan once in. the House of Commons, and_
WOuId seem to be necessar: y, to .give our. - paper
system that ﬂrmness whlch is Wanted for ltsm
curxty,._‘ Somethmg of this kind would rende t
perfect as. a elreu]atmg medmm,' combmm :
,ew pubhc gam with public securlty The '”n-
annual income derlved from the cxrculatxon
,ountry, bemg carrled on by paper instead. of
grmmediately lelded among the bankers,
A ders .and ;_manufacturers accommodated : by
tbem “and}the ] ebourers who obtain employment
5 V_,__,‘,ould“othermse not have the means of
: ut the Nation at. large partakes.i in;the

R i hof these . one. member of . the common_
alth cannot

Ic ) ”"dshlp npon bankers heltng
alled upon to glve “the public secare pledcres for
K 2
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the.payment of their notes. A banker Tequires iy
capital, butonly the credit of having. capltal H

‘doesmotilend his capital, but his. notes, and a por-
tion::of :the. capltal his customers deposm w1th hlm
tfof security. A traders operations wounld, be para-

1ysed:by- havmg his capltal tied up.: Not 50,8
.banker’s. - If a banker has no property.| but Whagt he
-receives in exchano'e for hlS notes, he is not. entltled

too,the amount of hlS notesn}m mreulatlon as i}a

.pledgeto the. pubhc for the due, performance; ;of

shis;. public. engagements,. e, stllL continuing to
enJoysthe annual revenue as before& rising; fro}nut‘

-.and only losing the power ¢ of dlsposmg of it as long
. as he,continues a banker:, .. . -

Thaus, suppose a man w1shed to becom : a banke

~and required stamps for . notes, to_the:: amount of
ten: thousand pounds._; Let him ‘t ansfer in (o the

anker

or the tltlendeed of an ,aud ,S}%at@;m him in fee

that amount ; or let him give any descﬁptlon of
undeniable bond or security whatsoever, and the
stamps be granted to him. If more stamps be re-
quired, let them be granted to the amount for
which previons stamps have been cancelled ; if

more still be required, let them be granted on cor-

,1‘33

respondmg addltlonal p]edges being given. In the
sam" ‘way, if 'thé banker’ dlmmlshed thewmountof
hlS not»'s“'lswed he wOuld have the poWe?, .onf pro-

e a correspondmg part of his p]edges
5m puhhc' pawn. Should he become a bank-

in‘circulation ; and in case’ of there belng ) deﬁ-
eleney, thatr deﬁmency to be made good before any

;baﬂker wou]d bex‘haps become as'raré'a thmg ‘as
, th \f' lu ‘0 é”Scotch one, or, at all events, the

body Ywould know ‘that there fwas
sufficient secumty for the payment of ever %note

!ﬁikff fnza ALy
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W eth rtf_;they make corn dearer by then‘ whole‘_

the oplnlon of pohtlcal economlsts of the present

aay, ktha,t;t;lthes and poor—rates are pald by the
consumers,. and .are not a dlmlnutnon of the rent
Wnether that oplmon be well or lll founded we

shall ave‘ an 0poortumty of emmmlno* by and by i
but at, present let us. take lt for granted tha,t they,

poor-rates are the only ta,xes leV1ed on _ﬁagmcu]ture”
in this country, the former levied nearly"’_‘xeluswely
upon the lands in. corn. _cultyation, and. the other
upon all houses, and upon all lands,,;.accordmg to
the profit which they yield.

vy

pald by the ]andlords, or

i
i
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The poor, who cannot;dbtain:work, the sick and
the malmed unable to WOl‘k,\ even though they

o

%Pomo'ﬂ, to what is- undoubted]yf“’*a ‘pubhe"’r
burden, ‘than to throw the whole Welght of it ipon”
the Inore chamtable and benevolent part of soelet“ﬁ

3 {} o a( 3 EARK 2
mg*co trived for thelr own beneﬁt o pa et
o L ar L ¥Ry i s

t]y from helr ‘Wn po‘ekets,'

Supported elther by 1nd1§7 dua , oY by tﬁepnblw,

[
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uilesssomeincomeymot derived feither fromyindivis
dnals,“ﬁio" wrthepublic at largeshasdbeen setiapar,
ande asmgned for:: thelr inaintenance. {1t -has,.in
THhost ‘dountries; been: thought:best; that; the: Muus..

tersiof Religion should bé paid:by-the public; uln'

Franice,the Clergy now receive: thieir stipends froni
jtﬁe govern‘ment and - consequently -ave:paid ont;of
the’ proceeds .of - taxes levied -upon:the people;:their
‘ ,‘fdrmér ‘estatesand: prowsxon ‘of: mthes ‘havingsbeen
‘kisﬁ i the Révolution. 3
i North:America;: the MlﬂlSt@!‘S@ﬂ}Re]lglﬂn are
algospaid’ by the: government Fromi:the proceeds,of
‘atax levied: “apon: every: fai’mly;fpmthat especial
‘pﬂrpos’e, ‘thieré having cbeeninefathersipibilic: pro:
- visionsset apart; for ‘that: purposem ‘Consequently;

“ admrttmtg*‘ forthe present ‘tithes tovbe; atax;upon

:bhé‘pubhe ‘a8 tax muct:'be: laidrupon the:people
foritlie ‘support:of theMinisters .of :Religiops: it
miatters Tittle ‘to the INation; taken-bysitselfympon
_:Whatfpartlcular article this:tax-is laid;; agelong:as
| tunequal and ‘oppressive;.as ‘long asit s

’placed on«the right-shoulders, -and:as;long :asathe

zCliarg‘y sgreinot overpaid;:nor Qve.r.-n«nmerouﬁ, 4 yd
jéf"The on]y Vahd 2 ob]ectlon agamstz 1a1$l gn he

by'd

tithes to" besa tam and consequéntly,‘&toﬂreﬂdm‘
éofn soimiuchydearersthan-dtotherwisg ‘would:be;
it ‘av’%axtpma by axichs and paar; notfaccordiog 40
their ability and’ wealth, but according to’ their

A8

consumptioh jorind hthaty: consequently;oithe s poor
contribute tosthis:;partyof the-publicsburdens be-
gondrthe:r“famproportmn Howevér,

g ObJéCtloq.
B&tf inis COnsxder ng: tlthe in: the shape oﬂ:a Aaxsit

Tadstrdotibes forgotten;: that a considerable: portion
' "‘éf%ﬁhe ‘blthes are recelved by persons caﬂedn La,y

inifrépa ”gfxaxsma]lspartz of! the pamsh-chur:

ingbazcsnralldstipend .to- the:-Vicary

Cirates Added tolwhichy the greater rx;a,rt" ‘éﬁ thé;
Cligreh'T Lfivfmgsﬁbelongl ng:to the English Establishy

nibiityprescin thespatronage of: private ;T.aymen;

 lavingsthe: powei of iselling their patronage; :orthe
| fisxtpresentations.to theirdivings, ~Itis ndti meant
to saypithiat the - mext: iprésentations: to-all 's;lzlé‘!i-ingﬁ?
belongiiigitovprivate Patrons; are sold.. : Thereare;
doubitiess;: mamy. Patrons :whotlook to: nothing:else
butithe excéllencerand:good conduct of; the: Glerks
“orbiorni thiey present to. their. vacant livings.o Bugdn,

b) far ther mayemty ‘of cases;:ithe next. presentatigh;

afd eithierwold: for: yery:considerable sums.of mdiey,

oiplse Fardibestowed mpen: the: rehtmnsjor younger,

Riidiof: ihe Pakronsslinzthe.place of that:provisiqn
‘swliich: wouldiothepwise-haves torbe made for thetgl
Méncbyear livinge belongingitosa:day Patron; may,

b vonsidersditor besan %state let on ‘hves for &ge\zcr,
. E"»‘éw ‘{\:3

gedinogoe dud  lsow

A‘li‘ulwﬂ? \?.‘-vi ﬁ.\f& g-{,’t{ Al
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but sub;]ect to a very cons1dera.b1e ﬁne, on the
renewal of every life. SR
“Tt‘is by 1o means meant to assert, that there is
’a’ny lmproprlety in Lay Patrons selhng ‘theit next
presentatlons, ar their advowsons-——far fromvit.” But_:
the ‘Church is‘often charged with bemg sordld and‘?‘
avarlclous People who are elther 1gncr*

Ty (3 i

value generaﬂy estlmated at about ten years pur-'"
chase, af'ter dednctmg the stxpend that 'mn ’

pa,r‘ochla,l levies. More is frequentlv pald
a clerlcal purchaser, if he'is kept out'of the
bency ‘several years, frequently ﬁnds ‘hinigelf b
bétter off ‘than he would have been: if he had cot’
tinved a 'Curate, and allowed the purchase-money:
of "his advowson to have accumulated for‘the’ sam{e*
length of tlme, and had then begun" t0'live
the’ comnion annual interest” “of the prlnmpa,l‘sum,"'
and -its ‘accumulations, “In" pemt ‘of "'émolument,
most’ Dlssentlng Ministers are ‘beétter: oﬁ' than the
@uratés of ‘the - Estabhshed Church ;
ficarlyas well off as the’ greatest part of its Mlms-
tévs: Nay, it may be e very falr]y sald of those who~

189

have adopted the .ecclesiastical . profession :from-

choice, and not ﬁom the hopes Whlch the. interest,
- orpatronage of powerful friends. held out to then{l,‘

wealth and dlgmty, is necessa,mly small and the
| numb who fail of, derlvmg for themselves iand‘
;5 famllles, a mamtenance sultable to- thelr educe 011"
and statlon in hfe, very- cons1dera,ble

T ——

. that theu' chmce has not._ been a: vvlse Aoneu,;

| wbo_,_have done so, are qulte satlsﬁed a,nd content,i
g fly. eonvmced that there is no pr. actlcable change:
- for the, better,, and “ hvmg and dymg in; hopes of:
better thmgs to come.” :

emolument
many ca es, lea,ves ‘its Ministers much leisure. tlme1
- upgn their, hands, and, frequently, the talent,_; nd,
ablhty._they may possess, are adequately remus,

In the prof‘essxon of' the Church hke most otherl,
ns, . the ., number who succeed to .gre £

Most halviexv
met_‘mg e]se to depend upon, beSIdes professmnal
The Ecclesmstlcaj professmn also, in

nerated,, When @ proper attention to thelr saered:
dutles Wl]l admlt of- their. devotlng thelr leisure to
ﬂle educatlon of. youth or to the hterature of the
countny Thus much, it seemed not.improper . to
Suggest to the. COIISldel atlon and reﬂectlon of those
who are in- the habit. of deahng out; rather hard
measure to. the Churchi o

It may be appr ehended‘ that the mterest% of the



~W=,:0h soc1ety is founded .and :from whlch all

:exglusWely from the corn-lands of the

ﬁgﬁ;g‘nﬁ?lﬁﬁ‘g’rs izlrL:d’ild;S(?r?: and ﬁé}&x 7| can 'be more practlcable ‘(Wl’llcl] at thers safie time-
AERE y‘} §§ g ity »p 9' T would ‘be beneficial " to “both payers ‘and recelvers}

by thereby avmdmg}the annual” expence -of vallwa

I litigation on dis sputed ‘claiins), “than t67divide
ﬁ”}liat?'lsnow pald by the corn-lands excliszely ‘or
nearly s‘o""“‘ over all the lands in‘the sime’ “parishi.
B S s(fth“c'orn and - pasture, accordmg to <their value
1sfder:_ved prov1ded lt does DOt embrorl them Wltl»] andlfertlllty, in'the manuer, and upon’ the prmclple

, ef a eorn-rent ThlS has already been done m seVeral

’w‘zgiz -l

'P rl‘lgamentg-
‘a consid warl)l(—‘é'\“"’

e

introdliced nto i

{io51 l 1

O?é!ﬂ%ll

.r_t,the patronage of llvmgs been E“bl}&m

perty, 1t would have been practlcable to l}avemecp]u%- 5

llZde Ahem:; but so la,rge aportionbe longs ;o"pr,wate f
Jndmnduals, that any . equallzatlon is uft r}x% n
without - disturbing . ; and overtut;%n)li 1g

-of. acknowledged possessron ur{)gn

Y ,C}il

large

count y

&4;§=1<

iSheuld: this, b%lhuught m_]urlous, and‘ that it Wpll,(:d ,, o

‘1mp6§‘e”d ﬁpoh eVery

5 B amount‘pe buslle“"‘\{to Bé,
an X2 : ] " £ TPERS & ™, Bead .5
be: bej:er drﬁ'used ;)lver :all. ;heigproduce ,Of the@ SO; 1 5 mf for ign* gralﬁ*‘ befbre““tlﬂxfﬂ;if; r’elgif“gi‘emi*is 'afel-.
Q a’s\l’ 0;,;(;,Q avvlt &QSS,, ln QnSlty llpOIl XCOIH ag : mltt 'iajq\ Oijv}afﬂpé«(,éﬁin&%ﬂ;f o(vtr,mﬁ a4 ‘ti’xéwﬁwfﬁhrkets Fi?)r

other lamds cultlvated ;Wll;ll mgmual labour ~nothmg R hmwéﬂﬁ b

i
i
i
H
i
A
i
£
it
{
|

tloii’ or collection, and- the ‘dtcasional ‘expenceof

Shisvghie o Thdsa ibuse oo Nagithe.



piblic. burdens upoh our own’ produce, and _allow
thdt fof: f‘oreign countrles to go»’free besldes, ,'

nations have “the burdens to bear of malrl 'm'm g

their Clertry, #nd supportlng thelr lmpotent po

biit'if thesé burdens operate “as taxes with usand
withthem; it does not follow that they have chose

like' us, to Tay them upon corn, and thereby to render
it' '$6 much “dearer. They may have lald these
buirdéns upon ether thmgs and therefore, cetems;
pawbus, they ‘would “be enab]ed in the same.
market, to undersell those who Taid them upon the_}
growth of “¢orn. Hence, ori“‘thls ground, our,
farmers might Justly : requlre a tax to be laid “PQ'}:,
forelgn ¢orn, equal to the excess of taxa ion Whlch,
that article has to bear with us, beyond What 1tihas:

to’ bear ‘with’ them, But then we must consrder?,‘
that they'have taxes to pay, on the growt of' /

e 5

aquarter of “whéat from Poland mtoﬁan ] of' our;
ports; “dmounts  to * twenty shillings ‘a quarter.

e

i
5;,
]
i
£
i3
}
i 3
i
,'
4

o eStrmate, that every quarter of forexgn‘
I thrs country, would be saddled wrth‘

[t A :
the" spot, posseSses an advantao“e over forelgn com

XY “m’-l w2 AEx
Jr"o’ifvh‘ nto_ our market Very con51derably grea,ter,

than
) U‘trhe comparlson, '» from bemg slleect to tlthe an&
HOUES B Y

poor-m'te

1 dibon g ' : Gt
3’ '”a‘ | ‘the advantages oucrht to bc con

1 zf w08

{‘XU \'; L6

consumet"? ‘ As they' 'are ver’ ]arge sums Rand are';,
ol o S
to'be pé{l

_y the farmer, 1t would be absurd to ask
th»éi}iﬁes’tloh, urﬂess he had also another Very la.ro'ef;

SO PR R L

y ‘name]y, rent whether he had tithe |
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and poqt:i'ate to :pay; ouinoty. «There: ‘caftsbe:ng
quegtmu,, thatif’ there wasno. such thing:as:rent/toi
b, paid,iporn, would be so: much/cheaper -and:theve:
can: be. no:question;. if. there was:no-such'thing as;
rent; :anyisuch.charges on:land, as: tithe and poor«:
re. 85 would make: corn dearer, by as: much thei
bushel, as- those: charges amounted: to; and: ‘thatp
consequent]y, such charges must . eventua]]y fally
upon the consumers of gram. ~ Baut as rent is paid
to the owners of the soil i in every country, ‘and has
been pald in all ¢ ages, it may falrly be consldel ed. as
a:n unaltera,ble law of cxvﬂlzed life, that rent must. be
pagd)for the use of land; or, in other:words, that in.

all countrles, a certam portlon of the- produce must

it cannot be demed to be’poss1ble, ""tha‘t such
; that

c"a.. e, ,
charo*es as mthe aud poor-rates, may,, mak
portion "4less vthanu.it;_v otherwis would,

they should in part, -or: wholly, be: pald ot of: the
rent "and consequently only in part or vnot at all

or e]se only be taxes to a small part of thelr

amount ;
The opinion of Dr. Adam Smlth was, that tit es

were a - deductmu ﬁom the rent but the’ doctrme '

of the wiser men of ‘the present: day, is, that tithes

. are. entlrely pald by the consumers,

\(Q ¢'.’,~

given | ‘Dr.. Smith’s opinion, the, wmter an the Sups

plement of the Encyclopaedla Bntanmca, (artlcle

_,"Aﬁ:er havmo‘ &

e ini S Lttt

o« every countl)'r‘, that pomon of the lequned‘suﬁ)ly .of Taw.
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faxatidon?; s'pe‘wk‘iﬁ@ of:tithesy/spyst: =
is the:generaliopinion,  ¢vze: Adatn Y Smithy’ 8y edtite
not,‘be doubted:/:biit: noththstandm' fsxthehhighi
authority by-whichs it - stipported;#itiisamost! cers
tainly without: foundation?” ~This'iss ‘pretey: strong’
lariguage :: let us’consider whether-thie ar‘gument’ ‘
equally strong by-which it is supported ST
the follovvmg onrds A R

“TPhiat; fhig

produce which is raised by the afrency of the capltal 1aat
« apphed t6'the's6il, and which governs the price-of’ all the"
“rest; never:¥islds-any rent, but- merely” the common ‘al d;
“.ayerage rate of, profit to-ithe. landlord  or. the decupiét;
“ Now thlsfprmelple 15; decisive as to- the effect:of . tithes. ane:
other taxes on raw produce. : If tlthes Were: only. ley
from the supenor soﬂs, they Would not afte1 mferlor :
had been cultlvated occasmn any rlse of' prlce, but would "™

“fhthes. - They&aﬁ‘ect every gualzty qf land. zndzscmmmatelg], :
“.and being: exacted. equally from’ the produceeralsed in, the :
fdvomable urcumstances, oecaszon only an mcrease of .
pnces Suppose 1o tithes are levied, and that the Wheat
“Taised on the poorest lands, or with the’ capital Tast”
“ applied to the soil, and which determines the priee of -

| “.the whole : icrop;»: ylelds a~sufficient profit-to-the cultlvatm y

“ and. no more when it- sells. for ;70s.. a. quarter;. the price;.
musc be. raised to 7 7.9 a quartcr before the same pxoﬁt can
“be Obtamed after ‘tithes- are . fmed In this _case, the _
“ tithes "¢ cannot possinly” 00(3&“101' any dlmmm.oa of rent’;
f01 thrs produce pays 'ho Tent: &0 thao, n“ lt Weze not comn"
a— sl g ,
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“ pensated to:the cultwatprs ‘by an mcrease of prices, they,
would: thhdraw {¥heiit capital’ from éult Vatlon, and fhe
hecegge}:y gupphes “Would no;longer be obtmneda, it 3;:‘;

LU S

:_'the truth of the theory th’égh
: 7 Ol‘sa'ﬁzlf q

per acre of any’ dther land 1s-équa ,,to th drﬂ‘e
ence between its produce and the produc & of il
ere*ef‘»thw Towest quality’ R e R

{”If* th‘is were tt‘ue, lt would*he -ﬁosf, certam gt

aﬂﬂ i&ﬂ oﬁ o d‘édl{é’-

£

by*’fzhose Taiids: Whicki yield o Teit, “Bit ‘thegﬁir’é)
duce of which only jiist pays* t’he‘z‘éx'péﬂ cd ofF eulir-

i and‘ the ordmary proﬁts ‘and i*e*muhe‘ratlogns
e} Hencs' hig ithd cotiit'h 3?

{91l

4”'deductlon from the rent of those l'ands*,’because
they!pay no reiit.- Nelther could they“be pél(f‘jfoyp

thes cuftlvaﬁors, because that: would dlmmlsh“théﬁ
i aird ‘Femdiierations belovw” the ﬁb’fd”" alt ’“”pr‘oﬂ !

pf‘oﬁtsa'
its and ’x‘emunemtlons of’ tradé:
vatl i 6f - tHese lasit $ wodld be & Toding" é’é’fi é? i
and’ tberefore Would"very 5661‘1 be‘*éb:iﬁd“ﬁ i ff“s
then,~inithis EaSe;”*tlthe Y
owneriof thisoil orits éuluvaf,&% %5t st e
‘ if)‘ aid- by s‘e‘m’ébodymfif ‘caﬁ "6%11 "be: paléi b’Sl
n{(‘f‘ ‘éli’rri" ri

J
d

behevei that thls theery'

ately would Coifs } \’é{ﬁéﬁuy b!écifﬁ &; R

‘“‘B"; oh

onec Se AL since e
a i I sinces thefowner

of the soil: steps ln and» tekeb tochis'own sharesths
Who]e eXcess per acre of the produce of the lahds
that pay e‘n‘t . OVer those that ‘Pay:non by

ther fore appear, t,hat, 1f thls theor dst A6
| ' -yshouldgp ov ?

£y

then that cdnsequence\ does, 1

ow we'have a}ready seen"suﬂic

’“Heriéé‘t mﬁi”" 1

Bl &'\Jf@a{ﬂ 0 ){ tﬁé” ' ] and spmled by the eﬁ'ec&:fg&\b;gav

g;g;ul :

j' l“’ep the land in' the siie

thrclg tha,n where it stands thmner upon l.he grouqd

an}d the llobter\ crop ls never, so/l ]1able to be ;mj,

at er.:

:il‘iv)“ L
L d%r“‘{’ﬁ?ﬁzuljﬁﬁot ,@u
ey from his own foldsyar

ore than the worst, has’ any 'to spzafe o'

cbrdition; asmudh misi
L2 :




t
ft?)gfi't_ié‘ produc Whether the land be of the hlghest
¥ of the bwest, "quahty Thls may satlsf'y usj:that
@ ‘the'gre‘atest expence of cultlvatmn 1 ‘con-
rned, it is not on all lands the same;’ ‘butsin pro-
) portlon ’t’o\ the bulk of the crop. " The same:is evi-
denat? as' to” the- reapmg, carrying: “off" the:produce,

“stacking it, ithra:shmg‘ it, and’ takmg it to: market,

“Put a part of the labour of cu]tWatlon, i& admitted

ia.ﬁfmhe samé":for all lands per acveyasithe plough- |
) ieings &, ;’-‘Ndw/ it is awfact hthat

: a ‘\?‘epy mbderate calculatwn J
I “ _e"‘]a'bour, Whlch ls the same for all land
‘ thxs fcasé it 1eaves

: }i 1809
s very true, that a great\' deal may beJSpent

00T _lands as” muchper ‘acre; ‘asruponithe §
"‘fertlle; 61 more. But theii the: lands willsbe

“‘the 4ila.ndlord’s" pocket and:not rout:of ¢ the |
mprovéﬁlentsr andsas -tenant’s

It 18’ the“teﬁant?s* *busmess to: keep P |
“latii it |

For :We’ must caréfully distinguishs ibe- |

ane tl'y" 1mpr0ved in quahty thereby;: andt this
. either” “directly or tindirectly ccores F

?
?
!
%
i
|
?

i
i
i
i
!

B-ui’i:@;fzathe 1

| §
t §

§'
]

| #Bven: ‘barren rocks:have pald a rent,\ cert in}
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: V’ik) A%

;e.ver edss only A;frequlred once, as makmﬂthe " f’ences

‘ ’mstance of,;aﬁ ﬁeld b Mpmduced .‘Which has "beeh

0 T en ?
fyiﬁa ;z"}
MU ﬁ‘f;’nryﬂ!’lft

J[ﬁmg"""‘““g Ot but:! mayhap for thawmatepgl of

Jinder emu..gulgwamon,z,@jnd never gpafld a




465" that Tt ehxégi%afhw
.a’ ﬁi“na f ao* ﬁo‘ﬁ‘ T, : ’e’ﬁ”‘he Yent o EHEL 16 %l"ﬁ)‘f“’

1 R fhiat the arg%men 351"&?@“
‘thi“j gtﬁ%ﬁ‘t *titﬁé‘” ;3’ revént thé'po §1b{lﬂy Bk %g*

wiottse’th lands of sﬁch mf’erlox‘ Gl hty, A%} ﬁw??f

béiﬁf’" paxﬂ as reﬁﬁﬁ"i -
\fA to anf)’ conslderable portlon of our cohsuﬁ%:?

Ey

| lands und] r'cultlvatmn fo e £t
ploﬂ (e Mfmhea{’i%r"acf &7 i’
) t[{itft[hﬁu‘ghelb, an i
shole. amount,of these Lithes?, O, § iand i éiﬂtf‘v 1o

even sugp0§ln § thﬁ\t thQnWO!'Sg }f};‘}@% at&g present: & ieivd Eushel
under cultlvatwn pald no_rent, what 1s;; tlr}ere?gg\ f‘yg‘srhall
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- grfg%g&r than  they.
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If ;‘},z"})?{‘% ?rz O?Eﬁoiiand cannot produce more g"ram “thin th‘é‘jf}”
“;"@ry-%s nf)'v‘v{’(’}f)’, ﬁnd?LStlll contmue to support thé As’ét‘ﬁé“j

q’hahtfi‘,f;? of cattl eI‘e wals a de and To¥it,
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-supportiall our cattle; than: news »
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itsipasturetlandtould not.prodiite 1Bori] bécansesit.
isrfobitoo: logmitithe. «¢overed :overwith! snowyto:
adinitofthéepetationstof husbahdry;iorothertwile;
isdneligibly sitadted for:thatpdrpose.  Butan:Hngs
land allithe sgrasszlands; except marshy meadows;
would, «if:
ﬁ%t‘%Si}'fZ;“q"l'Iéﬂ‘éi‘ty,i?? : By housing : the cattle,: asris: domd
monly dorie on the:: Continent; insteatd;ofe turding
thenilouty to-tread:down as well as toieatzour:rich:
herbagg, a‘ much less ‘acreage:might;! esrmiadesto
Butimaddition
toithis;: fiom~ the ‘improved isystemsof:shusbandry,
from theuseof: green:-cropsyiturnips, {nyegrass;
and clover-&with the -aid of these products:and the
sti'awf"‘p"astxire-"la:nd‘**‘bt’*ﬁi’ights-‘“into:*’atizlflfajd‘fé'ﬁ‘fmaj%?*be
made, ‘inaddition to the cornit: would:predace;:to
m,-<throughr the “judicious:succession wof
: zy’nearly, Af not alsogethei' ' thelisgms

¥
1o auss -oul

'xAnother mode of' increasing the quantlty*ofﬁconn
growny iwould be:indirectly effected:by: the: more
general "intfl’odilfétion% over. the: kingdomysof:the:prack
ticelofirrightion.”. This isstheonly pbintinswhick
d’)ut-.fﬁisystem:=- oﬁ:agr1cdtturé. is' lessiiperfect: thamw: it

: 0& w}u.cshr,é.s a,wpres%entg : fﬂﬂ-'\1186&}18\.f¢.m&de,§£_§ﬂ?§ many

parts, by 'd:‘réct?iﬁd  thebijudiciosly zoversoul
méadows! HiWe ‘rﬁlght‘sfg,matlyurmprové:hamthis

‘relpectpby; itbitatitiy ctheapracticed gederallyspur

’We‘sfhax*@‘%numb*e?ﬂ%%-

requisite; make: corn-land .ofsthe:wvery, @

i
| ¥

S —
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suedin:thé North wofultaly. i Theeflectsofowatering:
meadows byistreamsfidssthis,sthaitssuchi meadows:
affordialdouble: bulk of;preduce;; thopghdeértainlys:
ingmdstiicases, notofisol fihe @iqualityiy but-instead:
erequrmg daveny expensive:manuring everythreel
orifouniyears, they never.require.anymanire a6l
By.this:means:& much  greater-. quantlty i'f-gmannr&
might:belapplicable to.-our. corn lands: than HOW
ahdiconsequently thie quantity .produced: wonld:hé
proportionallyincreased;: for .the soil: is, in.ficts
little else: ithali a me,d,mm,, ‘through whlchatheufqu,e
of plants;: prépared:and preserved Aby"man; is-judi
ciensly-and eqonomically conveyed to them:i: o
sdTheswriténvin sthé; Supplement:of the: Encycla—
pdia thrxg;gﬁnxca;;_,, i(artsTaxation),: dn:.ordersto

provexthatetithes: arepaid:by the consu me?rsﬁ and.
dre not-a:dedaction ent:of the rent; relies npou tha
faet;zthati whete:the labour is Vq_l'?fy;;fequpsiwe,@ asoin
the case of hops, the tithe:isimore é"thaﬁa;ethfééﬁént(;
andbthaty therefore;- as: a-part “cannot: be i"greé;te}

than: thé: whole;::the: tithe::cannot possibly.bera
dedugtionioutsofsthe: rent,:.and  must-consequently

He;a, tax;onithe consumer. -The Rev. Mr. Howlest;

i sayd: theitwriter;’ by far:the -ablest: a,dvecatez iof
m\flthBSy*andé’WhGSe ‘authority cannet: thereforéfe be

{questionéd, rinfornis us; that the:tithe: oﬁ.am,acrﬁ
‘ffzefn hops =raised:ion::land worth::40ssopi50s: dn
fvacreyrds, aftersdeduction: oficdrying, and duty;
f'ﬁfgenera&lly@wi@rth fom:Blidgidl. 3'ahd hefurther
“ustatbis;:that he: Jhads known Fliiori®l: paid, fox:the




thn"d 'of the 1andsz‘ of Eng
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represented ‘than the, tlthe of any wot;.her SO,
dqce, notahop Would be growh ,;:exceptg;

thexfa’selves’ fthe troub]e of raising their own' carré i
Ttis a 'thing sold by the ouncé and) perhépé“‘ B tuna&e brethren Who weré doomed to pay tlt}he;
at: a?‘p‘rice far ‘beyond the" expence of the o fupern the whele, the arguments adduced,,_;

it l‘(‘{li %

the labom' employed upon lt But were there many

J1al

net prebable that the value of the tlthe of the pro-

.
g j VR ‘bV- nokmea, S-ﬂ,‘f'O]IOWS, because the AT
z mentsgthev_ upporters : f that oplnlon adduce, are
b
“s

~

1&5 s Very posmble thaﬁ the tithe sr “an aere
thiey had'siiceeeded; would ‘bé véry thigh? B
is7 ot prebame, ohe year: with' énethe*f,’jthat Ylé)’ 5?
tithe ista/ mich greater portlon of th ‘Yent/of h’é‘“' I
yavds than -of COrn-}ands. Therr ‘zfth’i W“fm;i“ 4
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1t*’m1ghf. b’e?ﬂiﬁieultfﬁd say posmvelythow the:

swotild Beslwuct ol A
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hdt pé‘l‘hé’p@may be thought by most: people deci |

$iv8 of’ the"questlon JIn‘Scotland; there-are neither
titheyitior - poor-rates, and therefore,:if ‘the ‘portion
ofithe’* rp’mduce paid in that country:to:the ownérsf
Ahi woil;‘is greater than in England, it wouldibela
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‘Borne by thelandlords 5=whereasy: if:theopértion.of
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-dim N"’shed by t, and: that -theurent:of:tithé-free

Jandsswas lincreased by the effect of: tithes beiig
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quantity:6f earn producednamdequaha tonthe dex!
mand; ‘or:indrease the-labour:necessary for.itsipros:

~ dugction; It would seem, that-all taxes: paid by

agriculture - exclusively, fall - upon ;the rent; and:
might be so increased on -every.acre:sof: land juf
the-ratioof its: p‘i'oduce, that no rent whatever: éédld
bevpald from 1t As soon as e’tcluswe taxabtoil>icnz

consumer;: It; is .qulte‘;,cexztam ; .that};tl_the and. .pgolﬁi
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a bountiful- Providence makes-his: sun'to shine: o
thelevil and:on: the: good and sendeth ram o' the
just and: tosthe tnjust. =« 1550 st s g
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lgat itoi: “invsome; agricitltiiral dlstmctsx
3hﬁip00r-ara,teSﬁmay Justly: be‘saldlto%be' fraudﬁlentiy
-inéreastd yithat is;:ithat:out of thesum’-levied: fop
Ithéwmaintendnéei-of . the' pooty: the:farmers ‘have
manao'ed,,by ‘trick ‘and conthvance, to paysar por.
tionvof the:wages of labour. For; having depiéddsed
‘the rwages'of labour -beyond that-forwhich a0 tia
-eansmajintain’ himself and family; they havesse
srived to: mdkeiitwup.to'him by ai:allowancesfism
‘theypoorsi-rate; By:this means; an undue shiaredt
the {burden: s cast’ upon :thoseiwho':dé:not dérive
‘their: afinuals .dncome! from the: enmiployment! of-day-
Jabourers;sand:ithe farmerssHave: thei appearaiice

pinderedit of-heing: subject <to: al tax-i beyond:the

f—i?és,gslof;%ft‘ligkcaﬁnmynity;z::-in::z,di}hetg;:pérté.;Q“fsmhe’}ki‘ﬁg;
omyiwhich, in fact; they do.mot pay;.For fun
‘one; parish;:in:comparison with: anothery the fvages
sofilabour: are-depressed to:the:same-amount assthe
‘poor-rates are increased,: then;the:farmers;siniboth
‘places;;-arg on a parn,> with.respect: ta: thelexpencey
of ;cultivation,:and the rents will: consequentlybe
-oixlaipar oo :or the-Jandlord; in: the parish:where
thepoorzrafes:-are so - high: ?iéhia;cdmp@xiséﬂf, awill
‘receive'as:greatian:annnal rent-fordand ofithe sanié
quality: and-* situatién, aé»;vi"h“ere;; ﬂm f poov‘-‘spates*at‘éé

gwmh 1t,u@oulda th:s be tsoaobtamed,c thafzits accua‘a&y
smightibie relied: oni3: for.{there-viould ybies:ini: most,

izt 2

e,

,;}ge¥wage$ of able-bodied; -hardsworking men:

i 1

ifnofein alkparishes;:asstrong’ tendency-toizbbuim
thepda«lly;.,{;awea ofidabour: more sthan: they-actnally
were;: especiallyqin: ‘those; distuidts where itherpoers
rates: had been: improperlylapplied: to.-pajipartof

Fis Hageéx, théng: upon;:the::wholé; :thereseemisevery
reason toibelieve,: not that the whole -ofithefarmen’s

boné.fide. payments, on account: oﬁ_ the: poor-rates,
areipaid:out-of.the rents of the landlords; as well-as

ithe:tithes;: but.-only the- excess of poor-tates:paid
by farmingcapital;-over -that paid by:capital en-

gaged: in-any:other;Wvay. - Poor-rates: differ: very
essentially and materially from tithes,:and:are:far
aoresinjurious to the landed interest.. The:former
never:can ‘take beyond: a certain portion-of the pro-
dute yowhereas, ‘there’is no limit :to. the/demands
:which may-be made onaccount of the latter. Tithes
alake rentsdess:than:they would be, -if: there were
modithes:; but:ithe:poor-rates have often not-ionly
:great]y: dlmlmshed rents, but also entlrely consumed

mThe\greab evﬂ of poor-rate is theu' mequahty
But thisigreat-evil seems to be:without remedy.
dAny velief given: to. the poor; :must.be: .distributed
thy persons;capablerof:judging of thei 1 necessities,
alidtherefore residingrupon:the spot; and there seems
ino/possible cheek against excessive and injudicious
lexpenditureion:thishekd,:except making the:payers,
in-every ;plaice}’ themselves -the distributors; asiis
how: done-bly thes law authorizing the tappointment




of select vestries. ' It is the interest of every person
possessed of property, in any district, to prevent

care, they have on]y thiemselves to blame for the,

depreciation of their pfoperty, beyond what due
&&,ﬂxWOUld have, prevented TR T
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| HENCE then there SE6INS 1676 - reaébf’nalﬁle
grounds to beheve, that the high price of corn in
this country, compared with that on the Continent,
is not owing to excessive rents, to the effect of
tithe and poor-rate payments, or to government.
taxation. A

It is not owing to excesswe rents, because no
greater part of ‘the produce is paid as rent, than
probably in any other country, which has been
inhabited and. settled an equal length of time. It
is not owing to the effect of tithe and poor-rate
payments, because both these, either wholly, or in
the greatest part, are paid out of the rents of the
land, whereby those rents are made only a fourth or

fifth part of the produce ; whilst, in other countries

free from them, they are found to amount to one-
third. Neither is it owing‘ to government taxation,
because a large revenue is not the cause, but . the
consequence of high prices. Probably, no people
are so much .oppressed by taxation, as the unhappy
_cultivators of the soil under Mahomedan govern-
ments. Yet, in these countries, the price of grain
is-perhaps lower than in any other part . of the
world,
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Toiwesr sedtriotiviioirduty hiad nsd ) the effectibfiox:
-Sludhig forélgivegaint» WVhen'cthe iprésentssystéh
of Corn: Laws was dévised by: the:Liegislatare;iin.

iﬁ%&iaféisr afteribe ‘gonelusion:of thedhté s ithe
‘price oflabbiit whs sohigh;vthat it was-caleulated

‘iateorhdould Tiot be gréwnfium«lev@@s“the"’tqixam.

ey, fa‘nd*i‘acbardmgly*that wag:‘the limitsdtowhich
i por‘ﬁatmn ‘wiisallowed.
s‘?ﬁc"e thé endeof thelast wars froflvaridns calises,

W§§e§ ‘fhave siderably:falléw)>send, in “conse-

G ubﬂ "'"excepté' durm‘;"’ 'onésorotwortnfivotitible

~”seiisons, i“hstead 1of; thié! 1mp§rté?bm¢1ﬁfitﬁof 803 the
& ﬁﬁai'ﬁer ‘Havit afkepi;*‘ﬁ?p‘“ﬁﬁe ?mﬁe of -whiégty iatjor
“abotlt. thatorate; whede hasibeenvivldsseverisinee

@ cbnsiderably 'under tﬁﬁt%ﬁé’e, say ifeh st oleea
R A on 1m~pasee1 byt thieltQitn

CdwE; haVe 10 efféct nfgforcmg‘ Hayprihe prideof |

ﬁﬁg’falif fbéyondiwhat may be termediits nhatuwalopride,
I ohihied- ‘Wlth the‘ ’pr!ce sof Tabotiex “Flzd thelimit
gg’bé\bﬁ“ﬁx' 100, e quarter,”mstead &£ 180,
X Mﬁ’e’i‘é’ ‘fs ﬁrreaso' to suppose that eorn’ wouldchive
: *“smce ‘ther Coin Tsaws ‘ere/pust;

fa &

ng ~%vhm‘h thé pm*ts virere opeh for ijsoitation.
‘arfived “which‘“itww@uldbbe’?ifery

,_ m;liﬁél“ sys%em’ 5hrnlghff*Jg bé‘)i{ adopted“ whwh
however, would require something 1iké the:present
w\3"1‘%t§11i”‘6f‘ 5kinG “the ri’lbhbhfy ”évexfa"g‘és ;i

‘*Now, thertruthis, sthat

, except i thg years ot earelty, |

But it
oty Giiidl "i‘é"veﬁt tﬁe"‘beﬁldﬂi B6F cornianithe -puiblie
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{niohonsels mﬁltmg* fonitheopeningof sthe paits:
Thizis;byshe publie sale of dicensésdfonthesinipory
tationrof:grain.g ads vd hosivob unvr awad aiel) 2o
«JiSnppose dhat! anaveragesprices: pf»;&?g dhdauman-
fersisoiewesa, s¢aiteiby prigess A% soonspl wheat
amiyesatothatprige, clet a number of liconses; say
ltogethes £k 500,000 quarters of.

, 'lega%s Q8 Ay
ileks gudntity. dgreedion, be- sold.by. publig; wpt@on
Jdnathe differentprincipal ports.of therUnited King-
doms, cds ,HsondonyiBristo erpooly Te%%f;;k,
Jueithy: ;kigyycgsﬂe,«anwﬂul! sthe quantity. aglpvg;fd
+tb eah “beingihecs sdmgwtxofthe populatmn, Qkla 9@1
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Jaspeould leaye toqthe;glmporter nothing more than
(&h@&ﬁdmary&pmﬁ;s of trade 5 H egpﬂﬁﬁi()f
wheatostill eontinge at-or near the scarcltny\; Rrige,
iithes gale of; ligenses shoild, rbe; xepeated every on
itiro fmonthss till; the, diminution. of price; had
diovedithat asdeﬁm@my@f food was,nglonger fo) be
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Tl bftehechakvisty froni s

icidents b "Which“kmd

tﬁé}(goﬁerm‘ifent* bfievery eotitty ou ghvtd*b*‘e? hWa‘x‘e
bfraadifto ipfsewde‘ aghinst‘»“ I’t?*wofﬂd rerﬁedy ﬁhe
fluctuationsin:the iceiof - ;?’as far ’as"}lt

pﬂssrbl@‘ it d(}*as@;rsand it W‘Ollld“ pexhaps, glve &
gieater vonfidence and: certamty o’ farmers cﬁi
culatmhw than any other plan whatso‘ %iaé H%

fdré“lo i ”‘graln brought mto compétltwn with“eu¥
heme ‘produce’;»and the’ prlce could hever be dﬁﬂ“uiy

e

: ' rhaiy
d@ubtr ,;{-.fin: the Author s #opu‘nén 11 s much prefeif-
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¥ ’erncél;? upbn the'wholé)on a‘carefal *cohsiderati%n
il most * important subject of ‘the Corit Fhiw
'ay perhaps ‘seem” ‘to: many; *that *the‘*clanibﬂiifé

e
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whichthe,belly,inpreturn; dmparted:tothedifferent
mf@ggl&ei’ls' of the-hitmanbody; andsthoughithey had
indeed.the high '.sa.tlsf'acmon of destroyingithe:belly,
they;fonnd, ; that they.must
.bp content; themselves also tQ petish wwithdts oot
o x,;iust 50, £he Mercha.pts, the:Manufacturers;;and
the, Qp@gatwes, areenvying the:power;and wealth

off the Lan N_N‘Interest, inconsiderately: believing,
th \;tx haf;evgar is enJoyed by AT all at! ;thelr

%P

. politics, &, wholesomej dlscxphne of abstl-
nence ;md fastm o det. them, however, ‘beware

of Lhe result- P, and 1et them take care, ]est actmg

they not ;nly rum thé Gentry and Nobﬂﬂ;}, oﬁﬁthe‘

land,. but.also; give. a. death=blow to. the: prosperity
of the Nation at ]arge. i A house, divided, against
itself, .cannot stand..-As. long as all jare - united

(jﬁgtr;uctmn and ru;n Great has been-the natmnal

prospemty AW_As_; lohg as-we.can dwest ourselves of

st aséﬁredly, wlth re,spect :

;;ls t,he enthus1a§;;c“@nd de-
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shortly taken into-the: serions consideration of the

Legislature: of the country; and. that, without is

being unduly biassed :by popular. clamour; sach
laws and regulations will be speedily.passed, as may

set this question atrest for ever, and as may secure

on a_firm basis, the wealth, power, industry, and
general prosperity-of the United Kingdoms. . -

AFinis.

B, M‘Millan, Printer,
Bow-street, Covent.garden.
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