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SIHAGKELL, ARROWBMITH, AND HODGES, JOINGON'S-COURT, FLEET-STREET.

LETTER, «e.

‘Dear Siw,

Tue subject upon Wthh you have addreqsed
me is of such great importance, and of such
general interest, that I am desirous of express—
ing my thouchts very fully upon it but I wish
also to spare your time and patience, and,,to
state them as concisely as may be in my power,
In writing to a perSon 50 'elnlightened and im-
partial as yourself, it would be superfluous to
expatiate at length upon several topics to which
I may have occasion to advert, and it will be
sufficient to give a hasty sketch of my opinions.
One of the first observations which will strike
you in considering this subject is, that the pro-
posed alteration of the Corn Laws is defended
upon grounds which are totally different, and,
indeed, utterly incompatible with each other.
The advocates of the measure represent to the
Artisans that it would lower the price of" PlO-
visions, to the Master Manufacturers that- it
would lower the Wages of Labour, and to the
Farmers and Landlords that it would not much
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reduce the prices of Corn, and that the Impm-
tation would be inconsiderable in its amount.
Now, it is obvious that if it were to benefit the
Manufacturers by lowering the Wages of La-
bour, and if they were to be reduced in the
same proportion as the puces of Provisions,
which would undoubtedly be the case, it could
bring no advantage whatever- to the Artisans,
or, as they are now called, the « Operatives.”
It is also perfectly clear that the measure ought
not to Iower, and, in fact would not lowe1 the
Wages of Labour, unless it produced a great re-
duction in the prices of Provisions ; but it is
endeavoured at the same time to per. suade the
Farmer S, that such would not be the result of an
alteratwn of the Corn Laws. ' =
I know not whether the Artlsans deeewe
themselves, or Whether they are deluded by
others upon this subJect but they are quite mis-
taken if they suppose that they could receive by
a 1educt10n in the prices of Corn any . relief
Whateve1 from those suﬁ"ermgs, Wl’llCh have ex-
cited so much sympathy and sorrow. The
cause of their suﬁ’eungs has been, as is allowed
on all s1des, the want of employment and not
the dearness of Prov1s1ons, which, upon many
occasions, and for consulerable  periods, had been
much dearer than they are at present, W1th0ut
a,ﬁ"ectlng their prosperlty If the contrary had
been the case, if there had been no want of em-
ployment, but if. Provisions had been at an

|
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exorbitant price, the effect would have been

shewn by an attempt on the.part of the Arti-
sans to raise the Wages of Labour, and this

would not have failed to have taken place under
the abolition of the Laws against Combmatlon

The abolition of those salutary Statutes is one of
those rash and dangerous experiments that are

somuch the fashion in our days, and the result
has been, as it always must be, mlschlevous to
the interests of society ; but it ought, under
many circumstances, to prevent a renewal of
those complaints, which in former times have

been made by the Artisans on the dearness of
Provisions. * If ‘the Artisans ‘expect that the
price of Bread could be considerably and per-

manently lowered, without lowermg also the

Wages of Labour, they fall into the same error

as an ignorant person, who expressed a wish that
the prices could be restored which are known
to have existed in remote periods of our His-
tory, and delighted himself with the idea, that
he would then be enabled to purchase a Cow
for a few shillings ; but in those times the Wages
of a Labourer were from 8d. to 4d. per day.
It appears by the Chronicon ' Preciosum  of
Bishop Fleetwood, that during the sixty years
which preceded 1706 the price of a Quarter. of
Wheat was . on an Average * 49s. " 10id., and
durmg the first twenty years of that period, that
5 from 1646 to 1666,  its Avelaggw

5/ 8. 54d or nearl jy the same price as at present,
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even without considering’ the -alteration in the
value .of money.. According to -Sir George
Shuckburgh’s Table of the comparative Values
of . Money, at different-. periods, the Sum. of
49s. 10%d., being the Average Price of a Qa'al'tel'
of Wheat for those sixty years, was, evenin the
y‘ear, 1800, equivalent to above £6. 11s. No
reasonable person can either expect or wish
that such should be the price at present; ahd I
mention this fact only to shew that the price of
Wheat has not increased in the same proportion
as that of other articles, that it cannot now be

-considered as excessive, and that it is even low

as compared with the prices of fho_setimes. It
is not denied by any person that a cheapness of
Provisions is of itself an-advantage, but it is
that cheapness which is the result of abundance,
and which tends to promote general prosperity,
without impoverishing any class of the Com-
munity. As a cheapness of Provisions must
no. doubt be generally desired, it is not sur-
prising that any measure, which plof'esses to
have that object in view, should find numerous
and zealous advocates ; but ‘it-ought to be con-
sidered, that cheapness of Provisious is injurious
to the Community, when it-is at once the.cause
and the effect of public. distress, and when it
diminishes both the means of Consumptmn and
the demand for Employment It is unnecessary
to .observe to you, that-a.demand for Employ-
ment is essential to the welfare'of the Labourer;

9

whowould otherwise derive no benefit from any
cheapness of Provisions ; and I need not, in
illustration -of this observation, remind you of a

‘true anecdote which we heard of an Irishman,
who, some years ago, complained of the dear-]

ness of this Country, and said, that at home he
could ¢ live like a Prince for a shilling.” - Upon
being asked why, under such circumstances, he
had left his home, he replied, “ how was the
“ shilling to be got ?”” |

The Manufacturers are as much deceived or
deluded as the Artisans, if they imagine that
they would become prosperous by lowering the
prices of Provisions. How does it happen that
they enjoyed great Prosperity when Provisions
were very dear, and that they now suffer adver-

sity when they are comparatively cheap, and

when, from the distress of the Manufacturing
Districts, the Wages. of Labour are very low?

The answer is obvious, bec’auSe there then

existed a greater demand for their Goods than
is the case at present. This bas arisen in great
measure from over-trading and over-speculation,

from a spirit, which, unfortunately, is too pre-

valent in this Country, of inordinate gain, and
the evil has been aggravated by the failure of
Country Banks, and of Mercantile Houses, and
the general derano“ement of the Circulation.
The alarm which Government excited ‘at the
opening of the last Session of Parliament, and
the mischievous measures which were adopted
B
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with respectto the- Cunency, contributed also
very considerably’ to‘incr ease the distress. The
‘cure of that distress, as far as it was practicable
by legislative measures, was to have been found
by taking an opposite course, by extending,

‘instead of restr1ctmg, the Currency, by follow- |

‘ing the dictates of prudence, and of practical
wisdoni, and not the idle theories of visionary
enthusiasts. The distress of the Manufacturers
naturally produced that of the AItlsans, and
such distress must necessarlly emst ‘whenever
“Production increases in"a gleaoer ‘ratio ‘than
Consumphon ‘Such must be -the effect of the
‘use, or ‘rather abuse, which has been lately made
‘of Machinery in Manufactures, and which has
‘also led to consequences the most alarming as
well as the most afflicting, by depriving of em-
ployment many hundred thousands-of Artisans,
whose deplorable 31tuat1on is too well known to
you te require any comment. ‘Take, for exam-
ple, the case Wh1ch I know to have occurred of
‘a Manufacturer at Bolton, who formerly:em-
ployed sizteen hundred’ Artisans; but who by
the pernicious introduction of new Machinery,
reduced in a short time their number to ninety.

. You will, perhaps, ask, whether it would be
proper or even practicable, to prohibit or re-
strict the use of such Machinery ? If it were
‘not, justice: and reason, and- respect for the
interests of those who have been so ‘cruelly
injured, ought to impose upon the Manufac-

;|
;
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turers, as a legal obligation, that which is already
a moral duty on their part, the charge of sup-
porti-ﬁg:at their. sole -expence, and ;W_i'thou_t_ any
assistance from the Poor’s Rates, all those Arti-
sans who have been thus, by.the undue profits
of ‘their employers deprived of Bread.. We
hear much about Liberty, but, according to.the

- most extended definition which was given of it

at the commencement of the French Revolu-
tion, it was stated to consist in the right of
doing any.thing which did not m3u1e another ;
and I would ask, what _greater injury can be
inflicted than the loss of all means of employ-
ment, and therefore of subsistence, not from
temporary. causes, but from such.as are per-
manent in their operation? It was for the sole
and selfish interest, as it appeared to them, of
the. Manufacturers, but to the utter ruin and
destruction of many Artisans, that such Ma-

chinery was adopted, and it would not, there-

fore, be too much to expect from the former,
that an evil which has been produced for their
own immediate benefit, should be remedied at
their own exclusive expense, If their judgment
had been formed with prudence, and without
prejudice, they would indeed have seen that
such measures were contrary to their own
interests, as well as to those of ‘the Actisans,

and were 1epuo~nant to.reason as well as to
humamty '
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- 'We have also heard much about the Ireedom
of Trade, and our Government has: lately had
the kindness to remove the prohibition -on the
importation of Silks, for which they will no
doubt receive the cordial thanks of half a mil-
lion of our Countrymen, who supported them-
selves by that Manufacture. This has been
done without obtaining any corresponding

advantage from those Countries, which, accord-

ing to general report, have recently sent tous
immense quantities of that article ; and- it has

~been done in direct opposition- to the urgent

entreaties of our own Silk - Manufacturers, and
at a time when they were in the greatest dis-

~tress. I am réady to believe that English Silks

will be as good in quality, and probably as cheap
in price as those imported from abroad; but
we know the force of prejudice -and fashion,
and I very much fear that Foreign Silks will
continue to receive the preference. If any
foreign Government had in consequence been
induced to afford encouragement to our Trade,
the measure, though very injurious in itself,
‘might in other respects have been attended with
some advantage, and have received in conse-
quénée some palliation'; but, as such is not the
case, the evil which it has produced is unal-
loyed by any good whatever. Our Trade with
Foreign Countries ought, as it appears to me,
to be regulated by the principle of Retaliation,

|
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or by that of Reciprocity.  Where our Many-
factures- are proscribed, Retaliation is Tequisite,
in - order to preserve a favourable Balance of
Trade : Reciprocity is reasonable and beneficial
where our Manufactures are admitted. = T am
aware that the old fashioned doctrines about
the Balance of Trade are held in utter con-
temipt. by the “liberal” Politicians, and by the
“ Political Economists” of the present day, who
contend that one Country cannot pm'cha’s‘e of
another ‘without selling to it for the sime op
nearly the same amount, and they apply this
doctrine to'a Trade in Corn. - The proposition

is, however, false in theory, and contrary to'fact;
R . - . >
and it is disproved by the example, amongst

oth.’er's,» of the Trade which is carried on with
China. - That melancholy period is fresh in our
recollection, when Buonaparte proscribed our
Manufactures in - all the Countries which
gr?aned under his iron scourge, and we recol-
-1eCt also that many of our Countrymen, who
often boast of their patriotism, consuimed at

‘that time as large a quantity as at ‘any other
of French Wines, -'&c.,.ialthOUgh ‘the  mone

with which they were purchased increased ithier
~Tesources of an inveterate and implacable

'enemy.» L o

- Itis allowed, and indeed it would be diﬂiéuu

to deny, and impossible to’ disprove the propo-
s;tmn; that the Home Market is of all others
the most important, and is alone to be consi-

!
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dered- as “securd; since: it isi not influenced by

the Laws and Regulations of Foreign Countries;

nor, whei - dite protection’ is afforded, by:the-

competition of Foreign Manufacturers:. In
Germany, as well as in France, there .exists a

general spirit of improvement and competitiqn;“,
which, amongst the excellent and enlightened

People who inhabit the former of those Coun~

tries, does not arise from any jealous or hostile.

feeling towards the English, but from a’ natural
and laudable desire to perfect their own: Manu-

factures; and te promote their own prospe.ri:t}’n:,
The same desire which animates them: indi-.
vidually, may at any. one mo‘m‘.ent 1nduce a
Foreign Sovereign to issue an Edict prohibiting.

altogether the use of any English'Goods; and

such may probably be the case -when. their own
Manufactures are sufficiently improved. Such
an Edict could not give to -our (overnment

any right whatever of remonstrance, although it

might affect to a very considerable extent the .

welfare of our Manufacturers and - Merchants.

Look at the example of Austria, a :Counjcry
which is. most unjustly calumniated, but wh.lch;‘
one of our Countrymen, who fills a very hlgh
situation, and who, with extensive opportu?mes»
of observation, possesses great accuracy of judg-

ment, describes as being happier and. bettm:
governed than any other which .he had ever
seen upon the Continent. I.wish that you
would or could visit that- Country, and -you

|
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would see that many of its:Manufactures, those '

which are required for :the luxuries as well as
for: the. comforts of life, -have- attained. a very
high degree: of perfection ; and you would find
upon:inquiry, that this has arisen not from a
system of Free Trade, under which their.own
industry: had languished till- the time of the
Emperor Joseph I1., but under that prohibitive
system~ which . in this Country it is now the
fashion to condemn, = e e
~»Although it is certain and ~undeniable,

that-'the Home Market is the “most .valuable .
and-the.most important, and that.any measure

which destroys the prosperity of the Agricul-
tural Classes must deprive the Manufacturers of

their best customers, some of the Manufacturers
are'so blind to their own interests, or have been

so. much blinded by ¢ Political Economy,”
that they are clamorous for a Free Trade in.
Corn. -They see in that measure only the effect
that it would produce upon the Wages of

Labour, which do not, however, depend.solely,

upon the prices of Provisions, but are also
affected by thie proportion that. exists between
the :Supply and the Demand for Labour. - This
consideration appears to be entirely forgotten
by them, although its truth has been established,

ot only by theory, but by the unerring test of
e€xperience, in a great number of instances, and,

theref'(i)re; cannot admit, of. dOuabt.’ It is said
that Corn is a necessary of life, and. ought, con-
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to . the .Manufacturers and to the Artisans, as
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sequently; to be purchased where it.can.be.pro-
cured at. the: eheapést price. - If it wereipro-
posed. to.apply this doctrine to all other; articles
which: are necessaries - or comfo;tts of; llf'e,,and
which, as‘is well known, are much cheaper.on
the:Continent than in:this Country,: we -sheuld
not hear such an outcry against the Corn. Laws;
and the pretended. patriotism . of :modern: inno-
vators would not prevent them from declaiming

against a doctrine of which the application would

prove most dangerous, nay utterly destructive

well as to the Landed Interest. . The doctrine,

if it were correct with respect to.Corn, would,
‘however, be equally correct in all its. applica-

tions, and it would not only be just, but indis-

pensably requisite, that it should be genelally

‘applied.

There are, indeed, some - persons, Who, as
they are not themselves Owners or. Occupiers
of Land, loudly exclaim that the :Agricultural

Interest - *“ ought to-make sacrifices for  the

«sgeneral benefit of the Country.”” Why should
the Agricultural Interest be expected to.do so
more than the.Fundholders who receive their
Dividends, or..the Clergy: who receive their
Tythes, or any other class of the Community,
which enjoys the income. arising from its: pro-

perty, or the fruits of its industry and exertions?
It is less from the Agricultural Interest, than
from any otier in the Country, that any sacti-

i7

fice whatever can be reasonably expeoted ‘ot
required,” as it already bears . exclusrvely, ‘but
most ufuustly, the enormous; and, in some casesy

alinost mtolerable burthen of “the Poor’s Rates, |

as they do, to a' greater ‘Sum than |
the whole Revenue of the Prussian Monarchy),

(amountm

and also of the Tythes, and of a great variety of |
other local chaxges, which do not in the least |
affect any other class of the Community. " ‘The !
amount of those Charges has been shown by the |
Earl of Lauderdale to be Jifty-seven per cent. on
the Rent. * I contend also, that the Owners- -and

. Occupiers of "Land have an undoubted right to

the full, secure, and unmolested enjoyment of
their Property, of which they could not be de-

prived without the most flagrant and atrocious § -
injustice ; by a measure-which would exact the E
greatest sacrifice exclusively from them, and not -

from the other classes of the Population, even if

such’a’ “sacrifice were beneficial ‘to the rest of ]

the Commumty I contend, however, and am
ready to prove, that ‘the sacrifice would brmg
ruin upon'all classes ; and the truth cannot be

that no class of Society ¢an benefit: by the ‘ads

!
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tao ﬁequently repeated or'too forcibly urged, g

velsrty of another, and that no Gover ninent has,
or’ can’ have, the  right of plundelmg one
p01t10n of the Commumty f'or the profit of
arlothera o

“You  will recolleet that durmg the Agncul-

tural Distress, with' whichthis Country was so’
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tecently and so.severely. afflicted, a Report was
presented: by..ia. Committee: of ' the: House

| of. Coinmons, and that: it:suggested ithe: ex.

pediency: of ‘admitting. Foreign, Corn,:;as the
most effectual, remedy for the evil . which that
Committee was appointed to investigate: .Lhe
price. of Corn was then so low,. that in many
cases-it could not be grown without actual;loss,

and-yet.the price was to be still f'u\l't,her_‘g_re;dimeAd’
§ bydimporting Corn from abroad ; and.thiswas
! recommended as the cure of the Distress. -We

were. then told that the Harvests. had . been too

! abundant, that Providence had been too: boun-

tiful, that there was ;an “excess of pﬁad_tgé,tiog,S?

! and too great a quantity of Corn; and:it was
| proposed, as a remedy, to add-to that:quantity
§ by importation. I do not suppose: that such.an
absurdity,_.wa_sn ever devised by any Committee
| of any other House of Commons, or would have
{ been heard with patience in any other Assembly.
{ It was said that the admission. of Foreign
Corn would prevent. in _future the agreat,ﬂu_c.-.
f tuation  of prices, which no. rational person
[conld believe: to. have been: the effect of ‘the
por n Laws, but which was proved. by. asclear
, Ta demonstration -as: any proposition: in.Enclid,

to have arisen from a very different cause. Have
we! thqﬁ T forg.dtten »:OF: Can - we. ever ..forget,
though we should attain the age of M ethusalem,
the effect of Mr. Peel’s Bill, which spread misery
and ruinthroughout.the: Country,-and which

which«had: restored thatProsperity, and:which |
hathbeen: the real eure of the distress; has:been §

19

reduced, to a very considerable extenty notionly

the prices-of ‘Corn, " and:of other! Agticultu:
ral produce, but ‘ofall sarticles, evenrof:those
whichs wererimported from:abroad? ' That rieas
sure, which ‘would have inflicted upon-this coun:
try'a fatgreater injury than Buonaparte; in-all
the plenitude of his power, had been able' to ac-
coniplishyand ‘would  have produced public-as
well:48 private Bankruptcy, ‘was checked in-its
progress'by: our-Government, which appears to
have discovered; thouglyit had not the candour

and: the' couiragé to-avow, the cause'of the-evil: §
That'part of Mr. Peel’s Bill which was the most §
repreherisible ‘in-its' nature, and ‘the‘most pers §
nicious’in its effécts, that-which relatedsto ‘the §
issierof one’ and' two pound Notes by Country §
Banks;: was repealed by an Act of Parliament; §

which;rin the course of a very few months; res

stored! Prosperity, ' though it did not, and could B
not;cure the mischief which had already been |
suffered. “ < Till ~the: wnfortunate failures took i§

place which 'arose from' a rage for spéeul’ati‘on',fg
this‘Country was, last yeat, in a state of general §
and increasing prosperity, ‘and yet the measure |

rescinded in: the course: of the ‘present year;.and §

that part-which: I have just mentioned; of Mr. |
Pecls: Bill; has beenragain enacted with tespect |
to:-England.:: ‘What. is. the Demon : of Mischief |
which ‘th reatens:toJ :desftrc?)y;ﬁf the:Prosperity and

the Power of this Country, and to plunge it in
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Bankryptey and  Ruind. .1t:.is, that. which;calls.

itself though iveryunjustly, Political , Eco-

nomy ;% and mayHeayen in its mercy. preserve

us from-all, the .Professors. of-that.pretended

science;.who.are more to: be -dreaded than'ithe

Plaguesof Egypt! - novaine i oo
.If;.in  times like the present, it wereipossible
forus to:be astonished at any eventwhich:could
take place, or at any opinion which could:be
expressed; we might feel some su-rrplrise‘g:‘on .-:ﬁ«_nd:-
ing that theproposal -of allowing f-Gdf'I}'??-tO‘ .be
{limported; under: what is called a:; Protecting

HDuty, is ot stedfastly and strenuouslyoresisted

1 by thePrime Minister, whose: argument apon
Ithat point appeared to me unanswerable:; He
Plsaid;in the course of a debate, only two: orthree

appllcable:for if the Duty were low it would be
1 of no use-whatever, and ifit: were high it ‘would

§{be utterly impossible ' to execute the measure;in

 Mlstated, also, and very correctly,  that when the
| Bl Corn Bill was originally discussed; it; was repre-
| 8l sented by its opponents that Wheat would never
| {L.continue - below Eighty: Shillings a ~Quarter,
V| which was then the, importation price, biitthat

lexperience .had:.shewn the very.contrary tosbe
‘thie x¢sult. - The. principle. of the Corn: Lawsis

Fop NN A NER Y S S
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“other countries.: -A Statute: wds: passed; in {'.the
.yearv1%463,‘:.pr;,thbij:ingz;j;hg.{Impor,_ta,-ti‘Qn*gef?M’heat
and Rye,'-'atnd‘ of Barley, unless they were above

k| years ago; that a Protecting Duty was:quite in-

ofiancient origin, and:has been adopted also:in

the-prices:which:were specified iiti that Act. - In
Erance and:in: Spain‘the principlé'hds been! and
is new:established by Law; dnd‘iit several States
ofuthesContinent Agricultiire :is protéétsd by
prohibiting, or: by loadin g t"witth:fveryi h‘ed{z}f “dig-
ties, the admission, from foreign Cotintries; of
such-articles of produce as might be - injurious
tosthessalerof their.own, and this i particiilarly
thehcase with respect to ‘Wines, of which ‘the
qualities;~asiwell as the prices, ‘are” so'different
i one-Country from what theyare “in siother.
The:principle is.the same, whatever ‘may‘be ‘the’
objectto:which itis applied, and:is of the utmost
importance. when'it relatesto an article of ‘Tene~
ral produce;-ori to: one which, like Corn, isa-
necessary of life. I do not'mean to assert that

‘the:English Corn Laws do not; like many other

Acts.of Parliament, admit of improvement 5 or
that:it is jproper or prudent, whenever the’ a’V’é;
ageuprice of Wheat - throughout the Cdﬁntgzi’s

70s. per Quarter to allow. its importation to an ,

indefinite amount,.instead 'of restrictin g the’im-

portation to that. quantity which, under all the
dreumstances of the case, would appear o be

Teq uisite: - For . the” due:remuiieration': of 1 ‘the

CGultivators of Cotn, the ‘importation ‘price wis
lixed -at: 70s: ;. and it was designed ‘that “such
should bets ‘average price for: any number of

“years: during* which “it' might ‘be soimetimies
above and:sometimes.below that ~price; but

thel tbchinery: by which /it was inténded to
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carry.. that ob;ect Anpto. exeeutron Wasy; how-
- that the:-average price
for any number of' yeals, is,., and must; always bey
below the 1mp01 tatlon price. Thls arises ﬁom
the facrhty which is given, as soon as theaverage
price. throughout the Country exceeds.70s., of
importing a much larger quantity:of Corn than
is' required by . the actual deficiency of a, Harn
vest “As _the case at present. stands, the Agrix

cultural Interest does not. fully receive thepro- -

tection. Whlch the Corn Laws were intended. to
conf'er _but it is-now .proposed, not to perfect;
but to overthrow their principle;; not.toimprove
but to repea] them, and to substitute in their
place a Free Trade in Corn, under a Proteetmgf
Duty. e e el - |

An a‘ttempt 1s. made to persuade the Ownels
and Occupiers of Land, that such. a ‘measuze
v’sfbu]d 7ot be  injurious - to . their -interests,
that ,th__e - 1mp01tat10n would be. - inconsi.
der abIe 1in quantlty, and. that 1t Would ot
n‘fﬁréh ‘affect the price of Corn.... It is even:ar
gued by a dlstmgulshed Member of Palhament,,

tIAE 16§ Pprice would” not be lowered by any.imx
ﬁxgar&fafri%bvu;hlch might "takeplace, whateyer
were its amount ; but it is confessed by the same
person, that if he expected a different result:he
would resist the measure most. zealously, and
consrder Lt hos‘ule to the, best interests, of the
Countly You will not, however, be drsposed

to bel1eve, that a very large Importation. of Corn,

23

or’ of’ any“other: artxcle, Would ot lower the
pnce by glutting the" Market ‘and’ you saw,
very’ Iecently, a proof that such Wwould be’ ‘the
effeet, éven”of a small itnportation, and that
Wheat which, till then; ‘had. been: slowly nsmg,
fell several shillings a Quarter, through the ap-
plehensmn that Government mlght allow the
définite quantlty of half amillion of Quarters to
bé imported. ' The advocates of the ‘meastire
betray their real intentions by the anx1ety which
they evince that a free importation of Corn
shiould- ‘be' allowed under a Protectlng Duty,,
while;-on’the other hand, they assert  that the’
price of Corn would not in consequence be much
lowered. Ifit should not be much lowered, thef
Consumer would receive ver y little, or no beneﬁt

forthé Bakersand other Retailers ‘are ‘iof ‘in-
fluenced by smallreductionsin they priceof Wheat,
arid-are ‘accustomed in such cases to take larger
profits. If it should mot be much lower ed, what
is'the supposed advantage which the opponents
of the Corn Laws anticipate from their repea‘ ?
and-of what importance can it be to the Conu‘
sumers; ags such; if the’ price of Bread contmues
the - ‘same, whether the Wheat from whrch 11:

‘Wag-‘made had been grown in- thls Countly or

1mp01 ted from abroad ?

2t is” said that the quantrty which mlght be
lmported ‘would be very 1ncons1derab1e in itg
amount; and. therefore in its eﬁ’ects 3 and’ Mr
Jacob, " in'the Report which he présentéd, Ia-
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bours very strenuously, but qu1te meﬂ'eetua]ly,

to establish’ this proposﬂ:rén. "He éndeavouirs'to
shew, that a considerable’ quantlty could not be
1mp01ted froi-the North of Eiir ope by the Vis-
tula’; but it is quite indifferent to the ar gument
whether Corn is sent to this Country from the
North or from the South of Europe, or from any
other part of the World, if it is sent at a low
price, and in immense quantities. = It is known
and acknowledged, that the prices are very low
in most parts of the Continent, and the Import-
ations which took place when the Ports were
open for Wheat, in 1817 and 1818, prove. be-
yond all possibility of doubt, that immerse
quantities. could be sent-to this Country. ~ The
amount in'value of the Grain and Flour import-
ed'in those two yeala was calculated, by thelate
Earl of Sheffield, to have been‘above twem‘y-one
millions sterlizig ; and this enormous sum was, as
he’ truly observed, expended ¢ for an art1cle,
« every grain of which might have been gt own
«in the United Kingdom, if better policy had ex-
¢isted, and due encouragement had been given
«¢ to the cultivation ofour Waste Land,” of which,
I belleve, no cwlhzed part of" Europe cotitains 50
much ‘as England. ‘We find, by the official in-
formation laid before Parlianient, that in thiose
fwo years the quantrty of Wheat and Wheat
Flour, which"was imported ‘into- this Country,
(excluswe of ‘the Importations from" Ireland)
was. %616 861" Quarters. You will observe,

that .those . Import tatlons took Place when, the

;mssmn qto rmport Com was granted as ”a z‘em-
porary.measure.. Qf zmcertam dum[wn, and ot
sas, part.of a permanent Sy%tpm under, Whlch it
Would at, all times and Whatever the. puces were
in l]rs Country, be admrtted into. the. LPorts.,.. Itd

1s allowed by Mr Jacob hlmself that“_the

,,,,,

;;;;;;

5 pend 1n a.gr reat measule, on the aesulance of
“ 1ts duratlon ” Nor can it be doubted that un:
dgr a system Whlch Would at all tlmes, a]low
the, 1mpprtat1on of Corn, a much larger gucm-
tity would be sent to this Cozmtry than . vias. or
suddenly and unexpectedly be closed and gl eat
losses mlght in consequence, arise: to- the sel-
lers and to .the importers. Mr. Jacob does not
even atternpt to.shew that. such a change of cir-
cumsta,nces has - taken place subsequently t0
that peuod as Wou]d render 1mp0331ble, or even
1mp1 obable, an Importatlon to the.same amount
at present The quantities Whlch have aheady
been impor ted and. about whloh no. drspute can
exist, afford: a suﬂic1ent and satrsf‘actory answer
to.all the 1eason1ng contamed iny Mz, Jacob’
Report N e L e T
~Lowill not Waste your tnne or .my. own by 8
minute, rexamination of that Report Wthh -on
the-one-hand, is. extremely defective upon sub-=
b .
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jedts:of the greatest importance, - while;. onthe
otherhand, it is filled with details which are.of
no:importance whatever for the object of -his
enquiries. - The information which he collected
respecting - the different Tenures, :the ' situation
of the Landed Proprietors and of the Peasants,
their'mode of living, and other points:of a simi-
lar nature, might, as far as:it is.given upon
good* authority, be ‘interesting in:a Book -of
‘Travels, but does not appear to me to. bear upon
the question. I am aware that Mr. Jacob acted
in:conformity to the. Instructions which were
given to:him by the Board of Trade, and-I ab-
stain: from ‘making any observations. upon the
conduct or-upon the supposed intentions of the
person  or. persons by whom those Instructions
were given.. ~If; however, the intention had ex-
isted of peiplexing the subject by useless details,
of presenting an imperfect : statement, and: of
endeavouring to draw the-public attention from
the real nature ' of the question, and from those
points which it was essential to consider, I must
confess that the Instructions. were well qualified
to answer that purpose. - Upon some; points I

have many reasons 'to doubt whether all the in-

formation which Mr..Jacob réceived:would, if

carefully.examined, be found to be correct, and

upon other points it may be difficult for some
persons.to ascertain. its‘acouracy; as-it-does not
always.state the relative value ofi Foreign Mea-

sures:and of. Foreign Monies with those of this

Country.
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. He'represents that he:found severe Agricul»

tural Distress in several parts of the: Continent;

but that the:quantity of Corn -in store.was in-
considerable.. What becomes, then, of the ar-
gument respecting an “ Excess of Production,?
if, indeed, the name of argument can be applied

to such an assertion? The Agricultural Dis-

tress in several parts of the Continent has arisen
from two causes, the concurrence of -which
must necessarily produce  that effect, a great
decrease of Consumption and a great increase of
Taxation. The Consumption was, of course;
very considerably diminished by the restoration
of Peace, and since that period the burthen of
the'Ta‘xes’has, in those Countries, been vely
considerably - increased.. ‘The cause of their
Distress is, therefore, evident, and a relief of
Taxation would be the cure. In consequenée
of that Distress it may be true, as Mr. Jacob
states, that the Landed Proprietors are - impb-
verished'and embarrassed ; that the cultivation
of their Estates has disimproved, and that -its
produce -has diminished. - It cannot, however,
be doubted, that if the cultivation of “their
Lands were encouraged by allowing, at all times,
th‘e importation of ‘their Corn into this -Coun-.
try,-all those circumstances would - cease, aﬁa’
the Cultivators would find no difﬁculty in ob..
taining pecuniary ‘assistance when ‘a great; Aa'nd:
opulent, Market was opened for their 'Pro’d‘uée,-
andxwhen:"th‘ey'COuld-the‘l‘efore give an ‘adequate:
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- secutity for the re-payment. . It is even proba-

ble that - British Capital would be advanced for
the piirpose by some patriotic  “Political Eco-
rigmists 7 in this Country. Take the statements
of Mr. Jacob himself with respect to the mari.
time Provinces of Prussia, which are, he says,
¢ of more than half'the extent of England,” and
you will see that this would be a lucrative spe-
culation. : . SORNEE
 He observes, in reference to the Royal Do-
‘mains, that he ¢ should not estimate the average
““ yent to exceed, if it reaches 1s. 3d. per acre ;”
that in general the Soil « may be easily ploughed
“ by two Ozen, and those of diminished size and
“ no’great strength;” that s« Cows are 'worth firom
« 80s. t0 65s.” that * the best Flocks of Merino
«« Sheep, exclusive of the Wool, is averaged. to
s e “worth about - 6s. or 6s. 8d. per head;”
and that there is a Flock < yielding on an
« gverage 23lbs. of fine Wool, the annual sales
« of which amount to one-half more than the
“value “of the Sheep.” Under the circum-
stances which he thus describes, if the Market
of this country were to be opened to- their
producé, many English Farmers would find
it very profitable to cultivate the lands of
Prussia, and quite unprofitable to cultivate
their own. P '
It is stated by Mr. Jacob, that there were no
considerable stores of Corn on hand, and that
many of the Warchouses were empty. Whatrea-
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son could there have been for filling them when
there- was mno expectation of exporting . their
contents ? - Why was there no: considerable
store of Corn on hand ? Because, as Mr. Jacob
ought to have known, and as I wasinformed by
a Landed Proprietor of Prussia, the surplus
produce, which' cannot be contained in the
Barns, is-consumed by the Cattle. 1t cannot,
however, be denied, that the Farmers of that
country would not waste their Corn in that
manner if they were able to export it, and that
they would very much prefer, instead of giving
the surplus produce to their Cattle, to send it ¢
England. - .
I believe that the King of Prussia sees more
clearly his own interests than Mr. Jacob, and
is better informed of the wants and wishes of
his subjects ; and in the Answer which he re-
turned to a Deputation on an Exportation of
Corn, he expressed a hope that ¢ a change
“ would take place in the English Corn Laws.”
The King of Prussia would act kindly towards
his subjects by endeavouring to obtain, and our
Government would act kindly towards all the
subjects of these realms by firmly resisting a
repeal of these Laws, which are essential to the
welfare, security, and independence—and even
to the existence of this country, The * hope”
which the King of Prussia expressed upon this
Subject. must have strangely surprized Mr.
Jacob, as it must have been founded upon the
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. expectation that some benefit would arise to that

country from an alteration in the Corn-Laws ;
andmneither the Sovereign nor his Subjectswould
receive :any benefit from the measure, unless
they had Corn to export. To what other cause
can we ascribe the extreme anxiety.which is
evinced upon the subject in many of the Con-
tinental States, and must we not believe that.if
the circumstances-were as Mr. Jacob represents
them, the question would be viewed by them
with indifference?  He admits, indeed, . that
““ the Market for Wheat which England pre-
“ sents, is the great object of attention to the
¢ cultivators of Poland, and to the Merchants
‘¢ at the Ports from whence its Corn must be
“ exported.” He might have added that it is
“.the great object of attention’ in' almost all
parts of the Continent; and he: must, in. the
course of his Travels, have heard in many quar-
ters, if notin all; the most anxious and eager
inquiries on the probability or improbability,
whether England would permit the importation
of Corn. Soon after the passing of the late Act,
which' most improperly conferred .on Govern-
ment the discretionary power of permitting the
importation -of ‘half a million of Quarters,
learned that the Prices of Corn rose in several
countries of the. Continent. - . oo

I do not-say that:the Instructions which were
given to Mr. Jacob were designed .to procure
such a Report as might mislead.and not:inform.
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the public; but they -excluded altogether that
which was obviously a most.important and . in-
teresting inquiry, the production and prices of
all these countries from - which - Corn :could: be
exported -through the Rhine, the Black Sea, and
the: Adriatic. - The mouths of the Rhine are
nearer to this country than the mouth of any
other large river, and would afford a supply
from . the . fertile countries through which it
passes in its long course. = The countries which
are on the-coasts of the Black Sea are known to
be very productive, and a Paper which was pre-
sented to Parliament, and which communicated
the information that had been obtained by the
English.. Consuls, states the average price - of
Wheat..at Odessa to have been 13s.. 6d. per
Quarter during January last year, when the

average price in this country was 66s. 7id; The

exportation by the Adriatic would include that
from Hungary, and in some parts of that coun-
try the prices of produce are so low that a Horse
may be supplied with Oats, Hay, and Straw for
sixpence a week.  You may stare or smile at this
statement, but Ireceived it from-an ‘Hunga’rian;
Nobleman, ‘on. whose authority I can ‘rely, and
1t Wasconfirmed to-me by subsequent en-
quiries. . D T L

I'might even admit, le'.th-e sake of the argu-
went; although Iutterly deny the proposition, that

10-considerable importation would take place as

S0on:as. the. Corn Laws were, repealed ; but it is
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certain;. from spast experience, -and from::the
pricesiasithey:are at present; that'in & very few
months afterwards an enormous: guantity-would
be imported, and therefore the whole train of
Mr.-Jacob’s reasoning upon the subjectis fu-
tile, and amounts in fact to nothing;';-;'{Even if it
were not certain that an immense :importation
would be the inevitable consequence, no pru-
dent person would chuse to commit to the
chance’of an uncertainty the existence: of :all
the Agricultural Classes, and consequently the
welfare 6f the whole Population. - ‘When anim-
mense importation had taken place; and :the
pri'c'es of Corn in this country had:fallen: néévifly
to a level with those of the Contineiit, then; ‘s
in‘other cases of rashness and improvidence;-we
should hear the usuil exclamation; ‘“Whodvould
have thought it ?” Every person ought to have
thought'it, and foreseen it, Who had  reflected
upon the subject. co

We know, from the 1nformat10n which was
transinitted by our Consuls abroad, that the
Average Price of a Quarter of Wheat was dur-
ing last year 15s. 2d. at Copenhagen, Whele the
En@hbh Consul stated that < a large o*oewplus s
“« always readj/ Jor. exportation ;" and whére; ‘as
we have recently heard such is the scarcity of
Money, and such the abundance of Produce,
that « pom‘zon Qf the publzc Taxes is paid i
Corn. 'The Ave1 age Price durlnd that year was
at F1ume, 20s. at Triésté 20s. 6d: and at Vettice
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20s.:3d.. where, according to:the Statements of
the English Consul, the. followmg would be 'the
charcres per Qua1 ter :— .
S
Shlppmcr el 005
© Freight to England e 1260
 ‘Duty on. Exportation ... 0 1%

15 1 

MakmO' the Puce in England Il, 13s 4d.

At Ancona, whexe the1e is no Duty on Ex-

‘portation, the Average Price during that year

was very neatly the same 3 and at Hambulo' the

Average Price during the same period was 18s.,
and - the..charges per Quarter are represented

by:the En“glish,. Consul to be—

s - | | o a
- Shipping ... e 1 4
Freight e e - 46

Malun@ the Pmce in England 1Z 3s. 10d

At Embden the Avelaae Price was, during

'last yeal, 193 3d., at Konlo*abelg, 18s. 101d.

and. at. Memel 168. 51 d We find by a Report,

wlnch is stated 0 have been lately pr esented to

the M1n1ster of the Intemor in France, that the

price of a Qua,1te1 of Wheat at Hambulg, Co-

penhagen, Lubeck, and Stettln, wa&on an AVGI—
L
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age of those four : phces about one jbm'tlz ‘of its
pmce in Lonclon, at" the' 'same time ; 4nd’ that:
Statement is confirmed by the information which.

is given in the Appendlx to Mr. Jacob S Report »

And yet, with.these facts before otir eyes, M.
J acob ‘talks of “.a Duty in this country’ of 10s.
“ or 128 per Quarter.” Isit then WlShed or in-
tended to reduce the Owners and Occup1e1 §'of
Land in thls countr ry, to the same level as they
ale 1n the maut me Pr ovmces “of Pr ussm, Whe1e
accor dlng ‘to his own account “Ar able Land
sells ﬁom laS to 403 per dcre, and is” some-
It is not mater1a1 to the ar crument Whethe1
Wheat could be 1mp01ted into this country at
258 01 at 353 ‘a Quar ter, because the latter
price, as well as the former, would be utterly
destructlve to all those who derive their sub-
sistence from Agriculture, to the Landlor ds, to
the Ténants, and to the Labourers. * I know it
will be said, that it is intended to pmpo'se a Pro-
teeting Duty ; but would the Amount of that
Duty be, not 10s. or 12s. per Quarter, as’sug-
gested by Mr. Jacob, but such a Duty as would
pre event Forelgn Corn ﬁom bemg 1mported at'a
1owe1 _price than is at present’ pr acticable ? " If
$0, I ask agam, .vs hat is the supposed advantage
of' the measur e ‘which, in the event of a general

scal mty on the Contment would p]ace the con"

sumer 1n this Country in'a worsc situation than
that in which he would fiid himself under'the

i
|
[
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‘existing. Laws, if the average price of Wheat
throughout the country ‘were to_rise to 70s. a
Quarter. ., Under a Protecting Duty, it would be
in the:;power of Forew‘n Countries to 1egulate
he prices in this Country, Whlch Would then
ﬂuctuate in the same proportion as- their own,.
A Protectmg Duty would indeed accomphsh
that which, perhaps, is not the object, but which
WOuld certamly be the effect of the. measure—

1t would fur; msh the Gove1 nment of thls Coun-

try with a new source of Revenue, by nnposmg
_______ n the 1mportatlon of Corn a Tax, which would
fall upon that pdtlent Beast of. Burthen, the
Landed Interest. . .

I need not trouble you Wlth detarled calcula-
trons, Whlch ‘must vary in dlfferent Dlstrlcts,
upon the expence of grow1n0‘ Wheat, 1nc]ud1n0'
the chal ges of cultivation and the several out,
gomos : The result of  the mqumes Wthh
were . made upon that subJeC't and of the evi-
dence which was received, induced both Houses
oF Parhament to ﬁx the Impor tatlon Prlce, first
at. 80s. and afterwards. at 70s. per Quarter ;

| and T challenge any person to prove that any

Lha{nO‘e of circumstances. has subsequently taken
place, Whrch would 1equ1re, or even allow, a re-
ductlon of that price. . Qur._ opinions, ought not .

'to be ﬂuctuatan‘ and 1ncon31stent even 1f the

conduct, of' Palhament should be 503 mor can
we be. expected or required to_ blow hot and

- cold”” upon the same. sub.)ect and; to admit at

i -‘T‘Jﬁ:vm“k?!—tfwmml’




36

-one time, that-the Importation. Price ought to

be: fixed rat:70s.: and :at another time, that.it
ought to be very considerably reduced, although
no-change of circumstances has occurred which
could afford ajustification, or even an: apology,
for such:a change of system.. f i)

We know that a reduction of prices plo-
duced the late Agricultural Distress, with which
this Country was most severely afflicted ; and

we cannot doubt for a moment that the:same

effect would again result from the same cause;
and yet, after an experience so melancholy and
§o recent, it is now-proposed to renew again:the
same calamities which were then - suffered. . It
would seem that the ¢« Political Economists”
considered Distress as the object which this

‘Country ought steadily to pursue, and. Pros-

perity as the object which it ought most care-
fully’ to avoid. ~They acknowledge, that it
would be utterly impossible for the Owners and
QOccupiers of Land in this Country to enter
into competition with the Growers of Corn in
Foreign Countries, where, from several causes,
and ' particularly from the difference in the
value of money, and in ‘the amount of Taxa-
tion; -it is produced at the low prices which 1
have above mentioned. - They acknowledge
that ‘the natural and necessary consequence of
the measures which they recommend, *wouldbe
to throw out of cultivation an: immense  quontity
of Land: ‘and this they consider as a * national
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benefit.””. - Is.it possible that such-an absurdity
could be uttered: by any: person who istill re-
tained the use. of his understanding, or that.it
could ;besadopted in a:Country which calls

itself .enlightened, or even in one which - is still

ignorant and uncivilized? Every Landed. Pro-
prietor who attends, as it is his duty to do, to
the'management of his own Estates, is anxious
to render every portion of them as produective,
and therefore as profitable as is possible, . in
Corn, or:in other articles of consumption ; and
now we are gravely told, that.a Government
ought to pursue the very contrary course, and
would confer a  benefit” upon the Country. by
throwing: out of cultivation a considerable por-
tion of the Soil. It would, indeed, be an insult
to: your understanding, if I were to. make any
comments upon an absurdity which deserves
only to be treated with derision and contempt..

~I'will not now inquire whether some of the

- persons who-profess to believe this absurdity,

are or canbe sincere in their opinions, or whe-
ther they have not: private objects in view, as

appeared to be proved by some examples which.

we witnessed during the late Agricultural Dis-
tress, and. whether they do not wish to obtain

Possession of the Estates of the Landed Pro-
Prietors. by foreclosing Mortgages, and: by in-

volving the Owners in such enibarrassments as
would:induce them to sell on any. terms.. ‘This
object being. once: -accomplished, . they would

TN
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. probably alter entirely their language, and dis-

cover, by some.new  researches in . Political
Economy,” that Land ought to be productlve ;
that neither the State nor its Subjects ought to
be impoverished, and that the Corn Laws were
necessary for all the interests of the _Country,
Let us not forget that a wholesale system.of
robbery, -a. plunder more general and. _1nd1sg; i
minate than any which disgraced even the blood-
stained Annals of the French Revolution, was
designated. by the mild and gentle appellation
of a « Trangfer of Property.”” .. We .are
“ aware,” said a late Political Lconormst ¢ that
“the measures which we recommend: Wlu Tuin
< entirely . all the Nobility, and dll the. other
“ Landed Proprxetors, ‘but what then? Theu
« Estates will pass into other hands, and 1t is.ip-
“ d1ﬂ'erent tothe Country to whom they belong
Such was the avowal made by that . Political
Economist ;. such -was the Trany‘ér of Pro-
perty” Wthh he ant1c1pated and such was: the
indifference with which he: v1ewed the. result
It is undoubtedly true,; and the. proposmon
ought at present: to be re- echoed in. a; voice,of
thunde1 throughout the Countly, that the mea-
sure would . ruin en’urely all the Nob1hty, and
sall the other Landed Pr oprietors,” and not them
alone, but also the Tenants and the Labourels
When by a great rediction of prices, ; the Cultl-
vation .of “Land becomes unploﬁtab,le,, and 18
therefore, abandoned, it can _yield no Rent ~t0v

39

the Landlord and also' no profit  to the Farmer,
and can give no employment to the Labourer.

Innumelable muliitudeés of those Who are ‘en-

gaged in the cultivation of the Soil would be.

deprived of subsistence, and would be driven to
seek a’ scanty and degrading relief from the
Poor’s Rates. -In many cases the Poor’s Rates
could not be collected, as they are levied solely
ot the Occupiers of Land, who, far from being
able to “support- others, would, under’ such Cir-
cumstances, be unable to p10v1de f'o1 ‘theit own
subsistence ; and who, instead of paymo' Poor’s
Rates, ‘would' be under the necessny of Te-
celvmo' them,

The “ Transfer of Pmpem‘y ‘would not
therefore; be confined to ¢ the Nobility, ‘and

“all'the other Landed Pr oprietors.” The Stock
of the Farmer would be “transferred” into other
hands when it was no longe1 required for the
cultivation'of the Land, and the Property which
the Peasant had acquired by his honest industry,
would be ¢ transferred” to the Parish, when he
became permanently a Pauper. Much - has
been'said, with great truth and reason, and too
niuch cannot be said, agamst the principles and
placuces of' the French Revolutlon but is not
a'géneral - Revolution of Pr operty the most
detestable in its nature, and the most destructlve
m its operatlon ? ' ‘ B

'Such would be the consequences of th1 owing
out of ‘cultivation a lar ge. quantity of Land;
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~yet those ¢ Political Economists” represent it
$o be a national advantage.. It is said by them,
that their doetrine would: be a;ppslied::on.]y,to
Lands ‘which are of ¢ inferior: quality ," jbut
there - are -in-our Island very l'ange:%vlstrl"c:ts
which are entirely of that description, -:s.mdvmr
which there is only a thin covering of ‘.Soﬂ.sox:zer
a Bed of Chalk, of Clay, or of Gravel. .- Unless
those Distriets, as well as othelfs,:':Wfal'e ‘co be
cultivated, this Country could not raise a suf-
ficient quantity of Corn forits own subs.lsten?g,
but must depend upon Foreign ‘.Co‘untrlesr fola
supply of the first necessary of life; andulnlgl{@
from an immense deficiency at -ho.m‘e, .and +in
the event of a scarcity abroad, be exp(’)sgd‘f toall
the horrors and’ calamities of actual famine:
| The value of Pasture Lands would, \of course,
be very considerably d-imi.n-ifshed{by«a. g:regt
reduction ‘in the price of Corn, aﬁ:}d: the Renﬁs
which they might still continue: to ylelc},'would
not be such as to enable their Propne*’tor's.to
inhabit this Country, and to pay the Taxesa.nd
all the charges and various. expenses to Whlch
they are subject while: they reside in it. - They
would, therefore, bei:compelled: to. I:em.f)ves -to
other Countries, where a-residence is far less

expensive than it is in this, and many of them,

from finding it also much ~more Iagreeabl?
would be induced to settle permanently _,abroa..-
This would be no evil in the: eyes of the P'Qlll-
tical Economists,” one of whom stated publicly
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hisopinion, ‘that it would. be 1o nj ury what.
ever to'the Country;:if all the Landed Proprie-
tors'were “to leave it, to reside ~constantly
abroad,” and to'spend there ‘all their incomes.
If'a general “ Transfer of Property” is to be
effected, the Landed Proprietors have a right
tocexpect that due notice shall be given, and

‘that an Act of Parliament shall enmpower them,

whatever may be the nature of . their Family
Settlements, to ‘sell all their Estates, and to
invest:the Proceeds.in other Countries, in which
their ' Property would be more secure than, it
had:been under the English Constitution, which
is said to be. “the envy and admiration of
“ other Nations.” We know that *the Tree is
“judged of by its Fruits,” and Constitutions are
‘not-excepted from that Test. If the Prosperity,
and, therefore, the Power of this Country. is to

‘be sacritied at the shrine of ¢ Political . Eco-

nomy ;” - if general Pauperism, and a’ Revo-
lution - of Property are to ensue, it will not

“afford me any comfortand consolation to reflect

that the -evil was accomplished, not by the
Edict of the Sovereign, .but by an Act of the
two Houses of Parliament. Lo

~ Ruin would fall éven on these to whom such
measures might appear beneficial, and to whom
a dearness of Provisions' must of course be in-
jutious,” - The Annuitants, those who have
fixed Incomes, whether derived -from Salaries,
from Funded Property, from Mortgages, or

b .
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from Rent Charges, could-no longer receive the
same Payments, and would lose much more by
the reduction of their Incomes than'they could
possibly gam by a diminution in-the puces of
the necessaries of life. |

Itis only by the prices at which Corn was
recently sold in this Country, that the Owners
and Occupiers of Land can be enabled to sup-
port the Poor, or to pay the heavy Taxes with
which they are grievously burthened, and
therefore to bear their share of the Interest of
the National Debt. It has been asked, * why
“ should the prices of Corn be so different in this
“ Country from what they are on the Continent ?”
but we might ask in reply, “ why should the
¢ Debts and Taxes of this Country be so differ-
“ent from theirs ?” It would be unjust, nay,
more, it would be impracticable for the Go-

vernment of this Country to exact the present

amount of Taxes; if it deprives the people of
the resources, from which alone those Payments
can be made, nor can a Farmer be expected to
pay high Taxes if the prices of his produce are
very low. Unless a due proportion exists be-
tween the Prices at which an article is sold;
and the Charges to which that article is subject,
between the Recelpts and the necessary Ex-
penditure, it is obviously impossible that any
Individual can subsist, or can continte to make
the payments which are required from him, and
which, like Taxes, are fixed in fheir nominal
amount,
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If we examine the proportion which existed
between Prices and . Payments, during the
Reign of King William, we find by Papers which
were presented to Parliament, that the Average
Price of a Quarter of Wheat was, during that
Period, 48s. 63id. which is actually somewhat
hzgizer ‘than its average price in this Country
during the year 1822. Lord Bolingbroke states,
“the public Revenue in net money amounted”
‘at the accession of ng William “ to no more

“than two millions annually ;” and he adds,
“this Revenue was raised without any Tax on
“ Land, or Malt, and by a very few of those

“innumerable Duties which have been since
“laid, to the oppression of the landed and

“ mercantile Interest of the Nation.” He states
also, that “ the public Debts, that of the Bankers
“included, amounted to little more than three
“ hundred z‘houscmd pounds, at the beginning

“ of this era.’ Compare this state .of things
with that Whlch now exists, when-the Public
Revenue is above fif? y-two Millions, when the
Funded Debt is - more than seven hundred and
ezgizz‘y-szw Millions, and when the other Pay-
ments which are requlred for the Poor’s Rates
and other local Taxes, and for the engagements
Of Ind1v1duals, have enormously increased.

_ Far from cons1der1ng it as'an evil, the Owners
and Occuplers of Land would hail it as a bless-
ing, should the prices of their Ploduce be
reduced to What they were at that time, if the

. “_7
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prices of all other articles, the amount of the

Taxes, and of the various charges and obliga-

tions to which they are subject, were also to.be
reduced to. those which. existed at the same
period. . If our Government cannot, or will
not, reduce the latter, it has no right to attempt
a reduction of the former, nor can it justly
exact the present amount of Taxes, when it
adopts measures which would render impracti-
cable . their -Payment. Should the prices of
Corn be considerably reduced in consequence
of any legislative measure, it would be requisite
upon every principle of justice, and it would
upon ,eve'ry,g consideration be indispensably
necessary to reduce also in the same proportion

the Interest of the National Debt, the amount -

of the Taxes, and all the Charges and Engage-
ments - of the State, and of its Subjects. - A
Free Trade in Corn must be accompanied by a
Free Trade in other articles of general con-
sumption, in order _' to" lower their prices -to the
same level. Such measures would of course
affect the interests of 'mahy Classes of the Po-
pulation, of the Fundholders, of the Manufac-
turers, and of the Artisans; but they would in
such ‘a c'as'e; be founded in strict justice, they

Would, be ﬁecessary not only for the welfare, but

even for the existence of the Community, and
this ‘Countl‘y would ha,;ve.lthe right to. demand
their inmediate adoption. =

In order to avert general Ruin, and a Revo-

45

lutiOn“ of Property, which might be followed by
a Revolution of the State, T would recommend,
as I: ‘did some years ago, “large popular Meet-
“1ings, legally convened, frequently assembled,
“numerously attended, and powerfully " sup-
“ported” . Fortunately, this is not “ai party
‘question, but one in ‘which we ought o receive
the zealous ‘co-operation - of - all those wh o have
at -heart ‘the happiness “and welfare' of the
Country, whatever difference. may exist in their
political . opinions. - Zeal, Activity, and - Union,
are all that are required to “oppose with’ com-
plete and triumphant success; those ‘who would
plunge the whole Community in misery and
ruin.  From every part of the Country, nume-
rous and energetic Petitions should immediately
be poured upon the two Houses of Parliament,
to pray that no alteration may be made in the
existing Corn Laws, and that the Poor’s Rates
and all other Public Burthens, maybe supporteci
equally by all Classes of the Population, and
Dot, as is at present the case, exclusively by the
Occupiers of Land. At a crisis like that which
now exists, the Country Gentlemen would act
most culpably, if they were to continue in that
apathy and torpor, which to many of them
appears habitual, and which, under such cjr.
Qumstances, would be a violation of thejr Dhty |
8 well as a sacrifice of their interests, Dur;ingi
the late  Agricultural Distress, in which I was
1ot one of the greatest sufferers, I endeavoured,



4.6

“but without success, to convene a General

Meeting: of .the County which I inhabit, and
you are already acquamted with the causes of
that failure. Te yourself, whose Friendship
I have so long enjoyed, I need not observe, that
I have no party objects to pursue, and no per-

sonal ambition to-gratify ; that I am not desirous

of power, of honours, or of public emoluments,

but that I wish to preserve, without injury or
molestation, the Inheritance of my Ancestors,

and am animated with an ardent zeal fcn the

,happmess and welfare of my Country.

Excuse the imperfeétions, whatever they may
be, and also " the length of this Letter, and

believe that I am, with sincere esteem,

very ‘faith'f'ul]y, your’s,

" STANHOPE.

| Cke-vem'ng, November 10th, 1826.

" SHACKELL, ARROWSMITH, & HODGES, JOHNSON'S-COURT, FLEET-SEiREET:
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