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ON THE PRESENT

High Price of Provifions;
e R
AND

~The Compraintsand DisTurBANCES

- arifing therefrom,

People not percexvmg a Scarmty, are apt to be Jealous one of another 5.
each fufpetting another’s inequality of gain to rob him of his fhare, every
one will be employing his fkill and power, the beft he can, to procure to-
himfelf the fame plenty. s formerly.—This is ‘but fcrambling amongft
ourfelves, and helps no more againft our want, than the ftruggling fora
thort coverlet, by thofe who lie together, tilFit is pulled to pieces, will:

preferve them from the cold.—The labotrer’s fhare being feldom ‘more - -
than’a bare fubfiftence, never allows that body of men time or opportuni~ - -
ty-to raife their thoughts above that, or to conteft” with the richer for '

theirs ;—unlefs when fome uncommon and great diftrefs; uniting them
in one univerfal ferment, makes them forget refpe& and emboldens them

SRS

to caive' 'to their wants with armed- force ; and then fometimes theyA o

-break in upon the rich, and fweep all like-a deluge; But this . rarely
happens, but in the MAL—-ADMINISTRATION OF ‘\IEGLECTED oR
mstANAGxn Govm NMENT. -

: Loc/ee on Money, Intm;ﬂ, Trade, 63’ ¢ page I Su ,
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| REFLECTIONS, &

HE wildom of many modern govern-
ments has been exercifed in laying
: - .. open trade and encouraging agricul-
. tute, thereby providing, in the moft effetual
. manner, for the proper fupply of provifions;
for, on the experience of the paft and prefent
times, it appears, that after fufficient laws are
- ’ ' : framed againft frauds and deceits, the buyers
- ' - : . " and fellers may be left to fettle the prices of all
' things between themfelves. According to the
fnaxim of Seneca, ¢ No matter what the price
«¢ is, {o the buyer and feller agree upon it ;”
-the magiftrate has no occafion to interfere ; for
(| the nature of trade requires that both the con-
‘traling parties fhould look about them, if they

would not be deceived. |
The induftrious hufbandman will not fail to
improve his lands when the advantage thereof
accrues to himfelf, and he is at liberty to refort
to any market where he can get moft money,
and to fell or keep the produce of his lands,
agreeable to his own humour or intereft : for
he knows, as well as the trader, that in deter=
mining a price, the fupply and the demand are
‘ B propor-
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proportioned to each other; that unlefs there
be an inequality, the buyers cannot fink, nor the
fellers raife prices. It is the intereft of both to
attend exaltly to this point, and they are equally
checks on each.other, ¢ The prince of magi-
¢ ftrate (as the baron De Montefquieu ob-
¢ {erves®) can no more afcertain the value of
¢¢_merchandizes, than he can eftablith by a de-

¢ cree, that-the relatiors one has to ten is equal -

““ to that of one to twenty. Julian’s lowering
*“ the price of provifions at Antioch was the
¢ caufe of a terrible famine.”

Al traders have reciprocal wants, and they
barter with each cther only in proportion to their
wants ; it is therefore a true maxim, that no one
fhould be excluded from wrading with another,
except for very good reafons, fuch as the prohi-
bition of exportation, to prevent a temporary

{carcity 3 but a perpetual prohibition would de- -

prive the i’nc]ﬂﬁrious hufbandman and the ma-
nufaéturer from the privilege of procuring the

intrinfic value of their commodity, or that na-

tural price which would be fixed on it, if it had
a fair chance to be exchanged for any other
commodity, or for money. “ For if we com-
¢ pare the mafs of gold and filver in the whole
¢ world with the quantity of merchandizes there-
““ ‘in contained, it is certain that every commo-
<¢ dity or merchandize in particular may be com-
¢ pared to a certain portion of the intire mafs
¢ of gold or filver.” 4 The moft ignorant
people bhave ideas of that which conftitutes pro=
perty, and our natures recoil againft all invaders
of it. The public papers from Berlin fay,
' o , that

* B.xxii. Chap. 8. + Sp. of Laws, B. xxii, C hap. 37‘.‘
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that the people there can hardly believe the

French have obtained a monopely of all the
falt-petre of the Ruflian empire that is to be ex-
ported ; as it would be too ftrong a meafure for
a mintfter, even in Ruffia, to binder the people
from felling their produce to thofe who give moft.

It was not uncommon, in former days, for
alts of parliament to be made in England for
fixing prices on many commodities ; but ia
the moft trying circumftances, viz. times of ex-
treme {carcity, it has been found neceflary to re-
peal fuch laws as related to the prices of provi-
fions ; for the people who were owners of them
would not fell at all, whilft they were reftrained
to this parliamentary price ; therefore, tho’ there

was the formy of law for f{ettling rates for the pur- .

chafe of neceffaries, yet if people would not
bring them to market (which no legiflative au-
thority could oblige them to do) what was to ba

done? The revoking fuch aés, and leaving

- people to buy and fell as they could, became in-

difpenfable at laft ; and ’tis impeflible to fay, at
this time of day, what dire effeéts fuch abfurd re-
flri¢tions might have on the kingdom ; but thus
much we know, that the hufbandmen of former
days were fo difcouraged, they would. not culti-

~vate their lands, becaufe in times of plenty they

could not find a vent for their produce (all expor-
tation of provifion being then prohibited); there-
fore a few unfriendly lfeafons always occafioned
great fcarcity, and were fometimes produtive of
dreadful famines. A defcription of one famine,
about 1314, 1s given in the note from Rapin *.

B2 ¢ The

# <« The lofs fuftained by the Eng]ifh in the wars was

followed by adreadful famine, which lafled three years, and

deftroyed
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¢« The fpirit of trade, faith the baron De Mon-~

<« tefquieu, produces in the mind of man a cer-

< tain fenfe of exat juftice.” He fays likewife,
¢ Thofe who traffic with each other become re-
¢ ciprocally dependent ; one has an intereft ip

¢ buying, the other has an intereft in felling .

¢ and it is the opinion of being in great certainty,
¢ as to the pofleflion and fecurity of property in
come

deftroyed an infinite number of people. In vain did the
parliament endeavour to help it by fettling the price of pro-
vifions ; they were, forced the next year to revoke the a&t
that had been paffed on that account, in which it was en-
ated and proclaimed, that the beft ox, not fed with grain,
{fhould be fold for 16 fhillings and no more’; and if fed with
corn, then for z4 fhillings at moft ; the beft live fat cow
for 12 fhillings ; a fat hog two years old, 3 fhillings and

4 pence’; a fat weather, 20 pence at moft ; a fat lien for

one penny ; two chickens, one penny ; and 24 eggs for

one peniiy 3 and thofé who would not {¢ll thefe things fo,

were to forfeit them to the king. Mean time the famine

- yaged in {o terrible a manner, that one can hardly give cre-

dit to what hiftorians fay of it. They are not content with
telling us, the moft loathed animals were ufed for food §
but, what is much more horrible, people were -forced to
hide their children with all imaginable care, to prevent
their being ftolen and eaten by thieves. They aflure us,
that men themfelves took precautions to hinder their being’
murdered in private places, knowing there were but too
many inflances . that fome had been ferved in that manner,

to feed fuch as could find no other {ubfiftence. We are told *

likewife, that thé prifoners in ‘the goals devoured one ano-
ther in a barbarous mannver, the extreni¢ {carcity of provi-
fions not permitting their being allowed neceflary food.
“The bloody-flux, caufed by grofs feeding, completed the
mifefy of the Englifh ; {uch numbers died évery day, that
hardly ¢ould the living {uffice to bury the dead. .The only
remedy tliat could be found againft the famine, but which
was not capable of bringing all the neceflary relief, was to
prohibit, on’pain of death, the brewing any fort of beer, to
the end the corn ufually expended that way, might ferve to
make bread.” co C . o :

+ Sp. of Laws, B, xx. Chap. z.
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¢ commercial ftates, which induces the mers

¢«¢ chants to undertake great things.” ;
The great advantages accruing to any nation

‘by encouragements. tQ. -agriculture and com-

merce,. have . not efcaped . the obfervation of

- Britith legiflators, by whom many excellent laws

have heen framed, relative to thefe fubjeéts 5 it
muft therefore be owing to the inattention of
thofe great men, who have in other refpe&ts fo-
well diftinguifhed themfelves, that the oppreffive
and narrow-fpirited regulations of Edward the

Sixth are ftill unrepealed ; or elfe to an opinion
- generally received, that being obfcure and con-

tradictory, they lay dormant; or, that as they'do
not now operate in the regulation of any of the
ways . of trade, they ought to be regarded no
more than a dead letter ; for were thefe narrow
and malignant fchemes to be put’in execution,
our hufbandmen, as Mr. Hume obferves, would
be reduced to the fame ftate of f{loth and igno-
rance that prevailed formerly 5 the greateft
art of the land would lie uncultivated ; and in
that abje@ condition all our domeftic commerce
would neceffarily languifh, till a gradual decline
overwhelmed it with unavoidable deftrultion.
Due care is taken by all good legiflators, to
make every poflible provifion for the inferior
orders, the manufacturer, the mechanic, and the
lsbourer : thefe conftitute a great part of the com-
‘mubnity, and contribute much to the ftrength and
opulence of a- kingdom. But the regulations
made concerning provifions for the fupport even

of thofe ufeful members of fociety, are to be

¢onfiftent. with the ftriteft rules of juftice and

~equity ; for the ruling power fhould both defend
individuals in the poffeffion of their property,:

and infure the means of fubfiftence to all who

6 - ufe
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ufe honeft endeavours to obtain it. This fub.
fiftence therefore muft be provided without en.
croaching on the rights of private people, other-
wife we recur to the favage laws of force, inftead
of thofe which are framed for the good. of fo-
ciety. - ' S

- Sir William Temple obferves, that trade thrives
beft in free ftates ; for in them it finds {fome-

thing peculiarly properand natural to its profpe-

rity. Under arbitrary. reftraints it will always
decay ; ¢ for when men are in doubt of enjoy-
““ ing what ‘they get, their diffidence extin-
¢ guifhes induftry.  And as trade cannot live
¢ without mutu:l truft amongft private men, {o
it cannot grow or thrive to any degree, with-
* out a confidence both of public and private
“. fafety 5 and confequently a truft in the go-
*¢ vernment, from an opinion of its ftrength,

<

“. wifdom, and juftice.”” *

As maxims which have been fdunded on fhe

ebfervation and experience of great and eminent .

men who have wrote on thefe important fubjeéts,
will beft ferve to- illuftrate the arguments which

may be offered to prove, that every undue re- -

ftraint on the freedom of trade will inevitably be

- attended with the moft pernicious confequences 3

the reader muft expe@ tofind fuch maxims fre-

‘quently introduced, in the courfe of the follow-

ing pages, the more effeGtually to convince thofe
who ftill entertain lictle prejudices, and are either

. influenced . by firft appearances or terrified by

trifling difficulties. o
It is perhaps never more incumbent on magif-
trates to be extremely ftriGt and vigilant in afcer-
- taining

* Obfervations on the United Provinces, Edit. 1693.
page 214.-
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waining the diftin&tions between one man’s efeés

and another’s ; and preferving the rights of pro-~
perty to each, than in times of dearthand fcarcity

becaufe there is the utmoft danger that all the

bonds of fociety will be broken, as-foon as peo-

ple begin to dread a real famine ; for when

that is the cafe, mankind is reduced to a ftate of
war : ‘neceflity has no laws 5 and people will feed
on each other, rather than be utterly deflitute of
food. . S ‘ R R
Therefore, altho’ in fuch times of dearth there
may feem to be many hard and unconfcionable
bargains made, yet while fociety exifts, and both
buyer ard {feller are under the prote&ion of laws,
the rule in trade flill to be obferved, is the con-
fent of the parties who fix the price 3 fince by
the law of nature every man is free ‘to make the
beft advantage he can, provided there be no de-
ceit in the coin, or impofiticn in the commo-
dity. : ' o
The legiflature cannot, by interpofition in
thefe matters, attempt a remedy without in-
vading the property of one fubje& in favour of

another; ¢ for no public rights can be fuppofed-

(13

to extend to the doing a private injury, any
more than private rights (hould be extended
to the power of doing a public injury, as both
““ practices would be repugnant to the principles
¢ of focial compaét.” o o

(4

<6

It may here be obferved, that in order to ob-

tain a fupply of provifions on fuch terms as are
confiftent with the general and. equitable rules

~of fociety, maay foreign princes and fares, who

have been alarmed with apprehenfions of ap-
proaching fcarcity, have lately been buying and
Procuring  provifions from neighbouring coun-

tries which are blefled with greater plenty than

their

A
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their own, and give extraordinary encourage.
ment to thofe who improve and cultivate lands

for the future encreafe of fupplies. Thefe fo

Afalutary meafures are highly commendable, and

truly conformable to the rules of well ordered

fociety 3as would an equal tax on the rich to buy

at any rate, and in any part of the world, all ne-
ceflary provifion for the helplefs and the di-
frrefled. v -

Bags of money, which will procure corn, are

equal to bags of hoarded corn 5 . if therefore, on

any exigency, the legiflative power touches the
corn of one fubjet, and fpares the gold of
another, it ats oppreflively and unjuitly.

" The man who has lead (for inftance) to fell;

‘and would buy gold for one purpofe, and wheat

for another, may as well complain that'in the way
of traffic he who has gold values it too highly,
as that he who has wheat over-rates his commo-

‘dity, and he has alfo juft the fame pretence to

plunder one as ~the other ; for, as Mr. Locke
very wifely obferves, * He that will juftly efti-
mate that value of “any thing, muft confider its
quantity in proportion to its vent, for this alone
regulates the price.”* _

It is in vain therefore to attempt an effectual
reduction in the price of any thing by law: an
a& for fuch a purpofe would ferve only to in-
creafe the arts of the buyer and feller to evade
the law : it might give them trouble and per-
plexity, but would not anfwer the purpofe for
which it was intended. ‘

~ But fuppofing the a& fo contrived that it an-
fwer'd the purpofe of it’s inftitution, and atual-
ly afcertained the, intrinfic value of a commodity ;

- , ' . never=

s

* Effays on Money, Intereft, &c. p.61s

e it i
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neverthelefs, the ftrict execution bf fuch a law
would be attended with that worft of all oppref-

fions, the invalion of property ; and what obliga-

tion can a man owe, or what allegiance can be
due to any ftate, that will not defend him in his
right over his own goods? , ‘

“The affeétion of every fubje&t will be fe-
cured to government, while government yields

him a neceflary protetion ; and it muft be owing

to the indolence and weaknefs of thofe in power,
if the people are not kept in due order and-
fubjettion. | o -

It muft be acknowledged that it is a matter

deferving confideration, how far the internal -

frame of our great ftate machine is ill con--
ftructed or impaired ; and how-far any neglect
in the reparation of its faults may have contri-

buted to advance the price of all provifions and
manufa&ures, fo as to endanger the ruin of the

very commerce which has made us great.. v
Among many other caufes which enhance the
price of commoditics, one of the chief is the
want of that protection from government, which
fecures the property of inferior traders, fo ne-
ceffary, as above hinted, to the well being of a’
ftate, . S
The difficulty alfo, not to fay the impofibility
of recovering fmall debts (viz. fuch as.are under
the value of 10 1. or in fome places 405s) obliges
the trader to exa& large profits on thofe things
which he fells to poor labourers or manufalturers.
>T'is utterly impofiible to hinder one man from
trufting another, by-any difcouragements from
government ; it {eens likewife to be a dangerous
experiment in fociety to deftroy the trult “and
confidence which even the meaneft people repofe
in each other, by giving impunity to thofe
o ' ~ wretches
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wretches who fhall violate fuch truft or confie-
“ dence, | | o
Yet there have not been wanting men in this.

kingdom, who, finding applications by great
numbers of the lower ranks of people for relief

in thefe matters, incommodious to. them. as:

magiftrates, have infifted on the neceffity of
difcouraging and deftroying all fuch private credie
as falls within thofe narrow bounds ; and who, to

that end, would put it out of the power of

creditors for fmall fums, to find redrefs by
law. ‘ ' N

From hence it is, that we have more general:
complaints of profligacy and wickednefs in the-

common people, than any other country. Pro- -

fulion and drunkennefs are the vices of Englith-
eafe and {pirit ; and perhaps our climate may-
contribute to thefe evident imperfeQions. The
unhappy man who exhaufts in an evening the in-
duftry of a week, finks the reward of his labour,.
deadens his vigour, and perhaps deftroys his
health ; and all this he will fay he has a right to-
do- as a freeborn Englithman : for whatever re-
ftraints are laid on trade, there are very few laws
made for keeping the common people within the:

~bounds of morality or temperance. The eccle-

faftical laws do not operate againft pogr people ;.
we therefore infliét no punithments on them for
adultery, inceft, lying, and other vicesvery per-
nicious to fociety. A poor wretch may promife’

~very punétually to pay a debt, and ‘may per-

haps intend it when he firft obtains the loan of
any thing ; but if he fhould be dithoneft, or
fhould be difabled by any accident from per-
forming fuch a promife, how is he 10 be comsa
pelled | | : -
& * The-

[}
“The laws of England do not confider labour

and money + or land to be on a par, fo that

the workman whe earns half an ounce of filver

every day, is as well able to pay any fum of mo-
ney, and contribute to any public expence, as he

who has an eftate in land of forty-five pounds a
ear 3 therefore our laws do not compel 2 man

io labour for the payment of debts; for if he is

thrown into prifon, his labour is loft to his credi-

_tor,. and perhaps to the public; and in many
f-in{’cancesﬁf he can prove himfelf to be deftitute
.of money or goods, the creditor_is obliged to

«cancel the debt, whilft the landed man in the
like circumftances may be kepta prifoner during
ife. : |
lfBut that kind of difhonefty in the loweft of
the people, which has the worft effe€t on’ the
prices of our manufacturers, is the refgﬁng to
pay fuch debts as the law does not tal;e cogni-
zance of, nor punifh in any adequate’ manner,
viz. debts which are under ten pounds.. In this
cafe the debtor knows that the money cannot be
recovered but at an expence exceeding ten
pounds, if he has any mind to conteft the point

“with his creditor 3 fo that nothing but the fpisit

of revenge ever ftirs up traders to punifh this
kind of difhonefty, becaufe ’tis attended with fuch

expence and trouble.

The trader takes another method to indem-
nify himfelf. As he neither will, nor can bear
thefe lofles without inevitable ruin, he makes
the honeft and induftrious poor people pay every
one of them a-part of their difhoneft neighbour’s

' - Ca debts,

il

"Sir William Petty looked upon this notion of the par o
hni;i and labour, to be one of the moft important confidera:
tionsin political cecomonics.
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debts, by exa@ing fuch a profit on his goods, as,
however necefary to his fupport under thefe cir.
cumfitances, would be exorbitant if he did not
-run fuch rifks, - S
The uncertainty therefore of payment - in fuch
cafes, is on€ caufe of the exorbitant profits on
the neceffaries of life. " 'The traders, however,
are not herein deferving of blame ; for they do
nomore than reafon and law will juftify. Every
man who has prudence will, 'in every action of
life, endeavonr to proportion -his gains' to' his
rilks 3 or, in other words, no man will undertake
any.bufinefs but with a view to an adequate re-
ward.  The method then to be taken by the le-
giflature with fuch retailers, fhould be to leflen
the rifk, by vefting a power in fome of the in-
ferior' departments of magiftracy, to hear and
determing in a2 fummary manner (perhaps the
affiftahce of a jury, to be fummoned as eafily
as a coroner’s jury, would give moft fatisfac-
tion to the peopls and be an cafe to magiftrates)
fuch caufes between debtor and creditor as fhall
not be of a concern or value exceeding ten
pounds. ‘ SR
It is left to the breaft of magiftrates, in many
~ inftances, to determine (without ajury) matters of
- much greater confequence to’ the liberty and
- property of Britith ‘fubjt‘&s-,,‘p.articularly' in af-
fairs relating to the excife ; lafid-tax ; and poft-.
office ' than any unjuft or injudicious determina-
tion on this péint could occafion, =~
It is not foreign' to the prefent purpofe juft to
hict, that'the Taws"in England relating to the
parifh poor,or the abufe and negleé of thofe laws,
muft very much affect the prices of all things.
The hand that isidle, inftead of being a benefit,
pecomes detrimental to fociety 3 becaufe it freals

4

®

from

from the hand which is employed ; and becapife

13 ']

the nourifhment which fhould fupport the in--
duftrious is drained away to feed the lazy. In

~other countries every man muft work, or expeét

a {peedy diftrefs ; here there is no fuch dread
among the lower ranks of people : they generally
rely on the parifh for a maintenance on every fri-
volous pretence; and they demand relief in
cafes wherein they would be afraid to requeft a

" charity in fome countries. :

B s .

No mifcondué, extravagance, or debauchery
that poor perfons have been guilty of, is to be
alledged againft them by the parith-officers 5
the poor muft be maintained, whether they are
difabled from {upporting themfielves by any in=
evitable accident, or by their vices. o

" The neceflities of the aged, the fick, and the '
orphan, ought to be fupplied at all times, as
fhould the real wants of all other diftrefled
perfons ; for momentary peceffities will fome-
times befal the moft induftrious : but the baron

- De Montefquieu gives it as his opinicn in thefe

cafes, ¢ Thatas the evil is momentary, tranfient
¢¢ affiftances are much better than perpetual
¢« foundations.” ¥ May not a hint be taken
from the before-mentioned maxim ? viz. Labour
and mone€y are at all times equivalent to each
other (in certain degrees and proportions ) ; any
relief therefore granted to poor perfons on any
emergency, fhould be deemed a debt contraéted
by fuch poor perfons, who {hould always be liable

“to pay it, whenever bodily health or improved

condition’ enables them to do it.

It is thought a great benefit to the poor in”
Holland, that they can obrtain loans from the
I | pub-

* 8p. of Laws, B. xxiii, Chap. zq.

\
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;public on very eafy terms ; this relief, by means
of the parifh-officers in England, would be more
_extenfive. Such officers might enter every fum,
print and publith the ftate of the parith nccounts
every year, for the infpeftion of all the parithion-
ers, who would eafily Judge whether fuch neigh-
bours as had at any time received relief were
able to repay it,

- Something thould be done; for’tis no fmall

burthen on the trade and marlufaé‘tures of thxs '

country, to pay three millions per annum to fup-
port in a ufelefs, not to fay idle ftate of life, fo
great a number of people ; when, by the proper
application of 2 conﬁderab]y lefs fuim, they might
pxobably be rendered {erviceable. -

The poor-tax is a growing one; it has been
encrealing ever fince its commencement at a pro-
é:g ous ratc s for at the latter end of the reign
of Charles iI. it was faid to amount to no.more
than 665362 /. per annum.

If any remedy can be applied to the real and-

increafing evils which have crept into our {yftem
of civil government, it were better to have re-
courfe to fuch remedies, than attempt to force a
price on any thing by law.

We know, fmm the example of the ‘Dutch,
that freedom of trade will always fill markets in
- proportion to the .call ; and reduce prices at one

market nearly to the Tevel of any other diftang .

market, al lmvmov for carriage.
Asthe Dutm ports are always open, they have

allprovxﬁons on thecheapeft terms they can be pro-

cured in any part of the-world ; and 1t is rethark-
.Aable, that although they raife no corn, compzra-
tively fpeaking, yet in dear times theirs is the
cheapett market in Hurope 3 and landed gentle-

men in England have formed fchemes (which

how-
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however were never carried into execumon) to’
prohibit the Irith from buying corn of the Dutch,

for the fike of keeping up the nominal value of

our lands by confining the Irith to our markets.
We of this nation pique ourfelves upon being

3 lenfible people (and in fome inftances-very juft-

fy) 5 yet with regard to the general intereft in

“the nece{Tary fupply of prov1ﬁons, and in the

encouragement thereby given to manufatures,,
no nation is guilty of greater abfurdities.

Wecall this a provifion-country ; and in order
to obtain a fhare in the trade of provnﬁons which
is carried on. throughout the world, we give an:
enormous bounty ; vet for fear land fhould not
lseep up to a certain nominal value, we fhut cur
ports againft grain of all forts 3 Dartlcu]arly againft
oats at certain low prices, and againft fome other:
provifions which are raifed by our fellow- fubje&s
in Ireland and North-America. .

~ We call this a manufaturing-country, and yet'

difable our mdu{’zrxous mechanies from furnifh-

ing themfelves with . neceffary fubfiftence at the’

atural and intrinfic price,* which would im«
power them to vie with their rivals in other. na-
tions.. Indeed, we prohibit foreign manufac-
tures from. bemor worn here, though they make as
progrefs all over r the world befides, to the mﬁmte
detriment of our own..

‘Trade will: follow cheapnefs ; if we defire &
thare in the trade of manufa&.ures, can we render
thofe manufaGures too-cheap ? If a fhare in the
prowﬁon trade, can provxﬁons be too plenty ?

Two

% Befides which, we impofe very unjuft and unequal
taxes ; a gentleman drinks as good beer at 24. aquart as a
poor mechanic does at 4 4. one man pays as much per an~
nam land tax on loool as another on so00c 4 '
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~ Two thip-loads of corn, at thir,f;y‘f thillings per
quarter, will bring more money into the king-

‘dom, employ more failors, and more <raife the

value of land, than one fuch ﬁlip-lqéd_ atf‘ﬁf_t,y'

fhillings per quarter.  Can corn then -be too

cheap here for our mantfaétures, for the-encou-
ragement of populatiofi; or even for the advance-

ment of the landéd intereft ?

‘We complain of ‘the increafe of 'ﬁ'_g,.rfés;/'and_‘,bf '

the immenfe confumption of eats : why thould
we not import oats at all times ? .not for horfes
only, but for all kinds of cattle, How many
corn-fed oxen would be brought to market, if
oats. could be bought cheap enough for that
purpefe 7 e
Buying up the fuperfluity of corn,in times of
plenty, is a great encouragement in agriculture ;
if our farmers find themfelves under-fold in one
fort of grain, they will raife the more of another,
. Whenever the laws to prevent the importation’.”
of cattle, butter, &c..from Ireland are in force,

they give a monopoly to our breeding and dairy

countles. - The increafe of people has increafed
the confumption of thefe things ; ‘Wh_ilf(;‘c_z t’h’glqua‘nf _
tity of old pafture-lands being the fame ‘as fors
merly, the produce of them, viz. cheefe, buiter,

*and fat mear, cannot be increafed by any im-

. A A % e e A
provements in dairy bufinefs or grazing, in any

due proportion to the increafed demand.

This is perhaps the beft reafon-which can ‘be

- affigned for the extraordinary price which thefe

commodities bear, even in times (within twénty

years paft) when corn has happened to be cheap.
- The inclolure of wafte lands, for the purpofes of

‘agriculture, will undoubtedly rendercorn cheap.;

but as the prices of butter-and cheefe have not

- fluttuated fo much as the prices of corn, nor

been

Y
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been rendered much lower by very plentiful
crops of pafturage, there is probably no other
remedy for the dearnefs of the former, but open
ports, at all ﬁmes, for Irith provifions. -

~ In our enquiries concerning the probable cau-

es of the rife of all forts of provifions; we are. to
~diftinguith between the gradual rife (from the
- -1ates of former days) and the particular and fud-
den rife which has happened within a few years.
‘The gradual advancement muft undoubrtedly

‘be imputed to the opulent flate of the king-

d()m*'e ) .

. Money is at leaft ﬁineftehths lower (noz in
England -only, but over mofl parts of Europe)

~'than it was 100 years ago; 7 for every augmen-

itation of gold, filver, jewels, or any other va-

Quable merchandize, has this effedt, that it
~-heightens the price of labour and of all neceffa-

ries. Weknow by experience, that prices.have

rifen three or four times by large ftrides, fince

money has been multiplied by extenfive trading ;
and “tis generally acknowledged, that. paper-cur-

rency, or ideal money, has the fame effect on trade -

.as real money, - . -
How much the nation is enriched by foreign

“traffic, no one can-afcertain by any calculation
but we know, that the vaft increafs of the na-
tional debt has occafioned a great increafe o-
ftock at market ; the quantity, when 150 mil-

lions

* The medium of the annual fupplies, granted by parlia-

' ment to {upport the wars of King William, were 5,105,505 /.
of Queen Anne, 5,369,621 4 King George II. firft wa,
6,651,013 /. of King George IL. and IIl. 13,229,376, :

© 1 In 1237 wheat was by the quarter 35 4.4. barley z 5.

- 0ats Is.  In 1258 chere was fo great a famine that manv

people were ftarved, fo that 4 quarter of wheat was fold ¢ £16 s,
B Bp, Fleetwood’s Chrens Pretigfum, P
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Tions of ftock are in'circulation, being double to

what there was a few years ago, when we o’we§i
but 7o millions; the difparity"m'ufft- hgv’e the fa:g"c
effe@ on the prices of commodities as the ac-
cumulation of fo much real cafh ; which, added
to the profits accruing from our extenfive trade
for a few years paft, occafions as it were a fud-
den influx of riches, and this; befides its effect
on the gradual rife of provifions, has contributed,
in a great meafure, totheir fudden enhancement. |

But the fudden rife which we now feel, and

which is fo gencrally'complained of, as the con-
fequence of foreftalling, is abfolutely, and be-.
yond doubt, chiefly owing to the fhortnefs of
‘Le late corn crops, and the fmallnefs of the

~ guantity at market.

We have had extremes of wet and extremes of

dry weather for four or five years paft'; fome of

" thefe feafons have been of the longeft continu-

ance ever known within the memory of man.
Every body acknowledges that excels either of
dry or wet weather will obfirué vegetation, and

. that very rainy {eafons have always been reckon-

ed particularly hortful to this country : yet we

" have had fuch inundations within the above-men-

‘tioned fpace of time, that many ‘thoufand acres
of our richeft and moft fruitful lands have been
rendered vnfi for cattle to ftand on 3 and ftreams
of water have iffued from all the buisger (prings 5
(as they are called by the country people, becaufe
they formerly denoted approaching dearths:and
famines ;) fo that it is moft probably owing to
“he culiivation of the mofe hilly and fhallow
Jands, which in ancient days were not.employed
in agriculeure, (for our fo’re-fath'ers.would only
heftow their labour on the beft foils) that we

have.not expevienced {fuch dcarths.as the fame °

v unkindly
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unkindly feafons would have occafioned in for-
mer times. _ . ,

It muft be acknowledged, however, that be-
fides .the fcarcity from {corching droughts, and
from long continued rains, the home confumption
of provifions has been very confiderably increafed
within afewyears. Every city and flourifhing town
in Great-Britain and Ireland is enlarged (London
nearly doubled): we are difperfed in colonies,
where much of the home produce is taken off 5
thipping confumes a great deal 5 manufattures
have exceedingly flourifhed (witnefs the high
prices of wool) 5 and the labouring people wha
have high wages generally fpend all they earn,
and therefore confume much more than when
wages were low.——To all this may be added,
the effeés of a brifk exportation, perhaps too
much encouraged by the bounty of govern-
ment. -

" It will not admit of a doubt, whether we are
benefited by. the exportationof provilions ; rea-
fon and experience determine in the affirmative :
the people of this kingdom would have but a poor
chance in.the ftruggle for a fhare of the riches of
the world, if by laws made here, they were pre-
vented from obtaining the natural price, or what
is called the intrinfic value, of all their commo-
dities. . ~ o '

But doubts will arife concerning the propriety

of bounties, except in the infant ftate of any un-
dertaking 3 and it is a queftion requiring the

- moft ferious confideration, whether the bounty
- on corn, as it'is at prefent managed, inits effeéls

is not a burthen on our trade and' manufactures
equal to a tax of 5s. per quarter-on all the wheat
whigh is confumed at home ; and in propor-

o D2 tion
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tion on all other kinds of grain which are ins
ticled to the bounty on exportation.* . '
‘T'his is a tribute paid to the landed intereft}.

rather too great for trade (flourithing even as it

is) to bear.  The bounty was looked upon, when-

granted by an act of 1t of William and Mary,.

as arecompence to the landholders for the too

heavy tax (as it was then thought) to be laid on.

them, and was expeéted to be really rathera dif-
couragement to mantfactures, -
If the vaft fums of money which have been

paid by the government by way of bounty, in-
- the courfe of feventy-feven years, had been ap- -
plied to the improveme nt of the wafte lands-
throughout this ifland, the rental + would not
be lefs than. it is at prefent, altho’ provifions-

would be much cheaper, {o as probably to force

a vent for foreign markets, or (which would:
have been better) exceedingly to multiply the-

people at home. :

In order to afcertain the intrinfic value of

any thing, we are to fuppofe a point or center
fomewhere ; to which point the variations in

value muft be brought. ~ Suppofe, for inftance, .

tin

* The Britith Merchant; vol. ii. p. 247, fays, ¢ If
¢ we were to become a province to France, we fhould be

“¢ obliged to give a bounty on wool, as we do on our corn,.

¢ that France might have it cheaper than our people.”
Bounties ferve to feed foreigners cheaper than ourfelves.

+ If. Dr. Davenant calculated truly, the whole rental of
England in 1600 wasonly {ix mills, and the price of lands
at 12 years purchafe; and in 1688, therental 14 mills, and
the priceof lands 18 years purchafe : the income on the lands.
and ftock'in trade weie, howéver, eftimated at zo mills.

When the land-tax took place, it was faid lately by a grear

man, to'be now worth 60 mills, but has been flill yearly

taxed at 2o mills,  How many additional duties have been..

taid in this {pace of time on beer and malt ?

[ 2§

tin could be procured no where in the world but
at one port in Cornwal, its value in evety other

place would ‘be juft fo much asthe amount of”

carriage, and other contingent expences, added
to the prime coft. N

- Suppofe ‘Amfterdam the cential point of the
price of corn throughout Europe, (or the whole
world) the fuperfluity of Englith corn muft then:
be regulated by that price, or it will lie on hand:
and perith. " trac '

dealing) for any commodity ‘than: what he can

purchafe-it for at fome diftant place ; therefore no
ene will give more in London, than the price’
at Amfterdam added to the freight : the intrin-

fic value being the medium or average price be-
tween any two or more places,
- The price on any fpot where a merchant re-

fides, compared with the prices in: other places,.
determines his choice, whether to- buy or fell..
The fluctuatiorfof prices s the life and foul of
trade.—Suppofe ‘the merchant buys wheat in
Amfterdam to bring to London, 4t a time
~when the price in London is 40:s. per quar-
ter; he muft buy at, or under, 38s. 6d.the
freight at lealt being 1s. 6d. per quarter =

on the other hand, in order to fell for 40s. at
Amfterdam, he cannot give mofe than 38s. 6d,
in London. o ‘ |
- But the legiflature interferes,. for the fake of
keeping up the nominal value of lands, and al-
lows a bounty on the exportation of fuch fuper-

fluity. In this cafe the merchant can give in

London, 43s. 6d. being 5.5. per quarter above

itsintrinfic value (in every other part of the uni-

verfe) and of courfe the whole quanfity of wheat
1n Great Britain, (which will be governed by the
, 100~

Where trade ‘is open; no one:
will give more to: his neighbour (in wholefale

-
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London market) s raifed thereby 5s. per

quarter,
The people of this kingdom, beﬁdes corn,
confume many - other neceflaries and conve-

niencies of life, which are incumbered with

heavy duties at prices"far above the real and
natural value ; therefore the government allows

draw-backs on exportation, for the fake of our

obtaining a fhare in the univerfal trade of thofe

commodities ; ; juft-as, for the fake of the landed

'~ intereft, it forces atrade in-corn by the allowancc
of bounty '
But the difference to the people in genera] be-

tween thefle two circumftances is very great ; for

the five fhillings per quarter above par in the
unnatural price (occaﬁoned by the bounty) goes
- into private hands 3 while fo much as is above
par in  the natural price on any commodity
occafioned by taxes, is applied to. public ufes,
and is conducive to the general g good.

For as every man is bound to contribute. to
the public revenue, in proportion to.the benefits

he receives from the public protetion; .{o no

man has a right to complain, whilft particular

care is taken in the impofition of taxes, that

they are not unequally laid: for, as Mr. Hobbes
very well obferves, ¢ Aburthen which the whole
«*. body of fubje&s may probably think eafy,
¢« and gentle,

< mfupportablc upon the reft.”” ‘

~ Equality in thefe cafes is equity. Every one
who defires to enjoy the {weets of fociety, is ready
to pay toward the defence of himfelf and his for-
rune; nor will he complain when taxes are faxrly
impofed, and faithfully applied in the fervice of

the. public ; efpecially when neither the laws
A nor

will, if any confiderable number
s¢ releafe and excufe themfelves, lie hcavy and

i
't
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hor the mterpretatxon of them are made i fa-

vour of the rich and the powerful,

Perhaps one of the greateft mifchiefs whxch
could attend the partial inftitution of laws in
favour of the rich, would be this, that the
honefty of the commor people would be corrupt-
ed : - when they faw themfelves opprefled, they

“would be ready to break out into any outrages .

which wicked and defigning men (taking an ad-

~ vantage of their dxfcontents) might _prompt

them to.

With refpeét to the firft introduétion of the
bounty on exportation. of corn, it is worthy of
remark, that the quick tranfitions of our law-
givers in fome inftanceés from one extreme to
another, féem to iniply that they have been
i nfluenced more by the public opinion, and popu-
lar clamour, than by theirown mature deliberation.

‘Poor and diftrefled perfons are at one time

fuch objeéts of general compaffion, that at all

events they muft be provided for and maintained,

as by act 45 Eliz. whether thete may be em-

ployment for them in their refpecive parifhes or
not; but when we confider that ad, is it not
extraordmary that in the fame reign a few years
before,, the vagabond poor, and idle people
were {0 obnoxious to the goverhment, and
deemed fo general a nulfance, as to have cruel
anti- conftitutional martial laws employed againft
them : the commiffion iffued by the ‘Queen ex-
preﬂing ¢« that upon fignification given by the
¢ juftices of the peace, they fhould be openly.
¢ executed in the prefence of fuch Juﬁlces, ac-
“¢ cording to the martial law.”

How wavering was the conduét of our govern-
~ment-in the reign of Charles Il, and William

and Mary, thh refpeét to thac important point,
the

.
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the exportauon of corn| In the beginning of

‘Charles II’s reign, the prohibitive againft it was
abfolute. In 1663 an aét pafied * for the en-

 couragement of  #rade,” wherein wheat ar 48s.

barley at 28 5. the quarter, are permxtted to be

~ exported, but encumbered “with’ tonnage ‘and
poundage amounting to' 20s. on each quarter

-of wheat, and 105. on each quarter of barley.—-w

In 1650 another ad pafled ¢ Jor the improve-

ment of tzllage,” in which theé exportation of corn
is-allowed, ‘altho® the prices thereof exceed the
former rates ; and this a& greatly leflens the cuf-

‘tom and poundage. ‘By thefe means agriculture
was enlarged ard improyed, and as the advan-

tages of exportation fo evidently appeared
could too much be then done to promote

it 2—If foreigners would buy feven bufhels, we

would for'the fake of export give them the

‘eighth (at 40 s. pet quarter) ; therefore in 1688,

the act paffed to allow a bounty where corr
fhould be fold at a low price. -

Here itis obfervable, that, noththﬁandmg
money was more valuable then than now, yet by

‘the adt in 1670, corn ‘was permitted to be ex-

ported when it fhould be at higher rates than
when by the a& in 1688, it was iatitled to the
bounty, viz. the bounty to be paid-when wheat

- Thould niot exceed 48 s. per ‘quarter, . &c. which

is here reckoned within the boundaries of what

the ak calls a low price ; yet at this price, in the

yedr 1766, when this country abounds with cafh
and other wealth, we are all in an uproar, and
feem to dread 2 famine, from which commexcxal
ftates have always the leaft to fear.

By our extenfive trade and navngatxon we have
brought many. millions of money into this king-
dom, fothat the wages of our manufacturers and

6 labourers
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labourers exceed thofe of a.'ny other nation, and
our people can aﬁ‘ord to buy provifions “from

* their mouths.

"Weé  have fellow:fubjecs in Amerxca, who

-_have lands fo plenty, ‘that théy can ‘perhaps

raife corn cheaper than any people ‘n Europe.

~ 'We have fellow:fubje&s in Ifeland, who fell -
‘beef; pork; butter, cattle, &c: 10 other European -

hations, cheaper than they can be bought any
Where elfe; and we have ds abfolute & power
over their ports; with refpedt to-embargoes and
prohibitions, as ~we have over .our ports it
America, or our ports. 1mmed1ately at home.

We have fhipping in abundance, that can
bring the necefdries of “life from any cheaper

countty, where our money will ‘be very accept-
~ablein exchange, and .if theré be any provie

fions to befound- in the whole world, fuch pros
vifions are mioft’ pcwharly within our reach. Yet
among us, the noble, -generous, exalted friends
to the rights and - hbertxes of mankind j—one
fellow fubJe&: rails, and even proceeds to out-
rages again{t another, becaufe provifions are
dear, in fuch a manner as would fearcely be ex-
pected from- the lawlefs Arab or the favage

of America; for furcly nothing can dxfgrace a

country more than the plundering of merchants

and fair traders ; men who-a& agreeable to the-

laws of their country, and who have an equal

title withevery other-fellow fubjeét to protection.
If the avthor of thefe fheets fhould be thought -

to exprefs himfelf with too much vehemence and

feverity in fome inftances, he defires to- make

this excufe’;—That he is a great fufferer by our-

rages, Wthh he thinks have been too much

countenanced by many who fhould better know
the dutxes due to focxet%; ‘He is however injured
. : S in

o TR e TN e ot TR
S o A W e

ORISR

TS TSR T

e R T R T o S

o n o)




[ 26 ] | | [ 27 ]

Cina ftill more tender. Paft than his property, b)’ midate the éngroffers, again®t whom many mur-
| attacks on his good name; by the reproaches of " murings are propaoated - The common people
| his countrymen and acquaintance, with which are taucrht to entertain a-very high opinion and
1 the injury done 1o his property by the rictous reverence for thefe laws ; and indeed they feem
; and plundering mob,.(1ho’ very LO"rCfmb}C) chiefly adapted ‘to.the capacities and notions of
i are not to be. mennoned To be treated as a the loweft order of markind; who have no other
contraband . dealer ; _and calumniated, as an. idea of trade than the exchange of one thing
! enemy to his COUGUY, by fome whom he would . for another, and can {ee no rca{on why the price
(I wifh to be his friends, are things which fenﬁb1y. of food' fhould vary more than the price of

TN SRRSO DA

! affe him ; ef peua]ly when_his onl y crime s to B labour. - The advance of price in the former is
carry on a fair trade (as he believes his to be)in & imputed to'the rapacioufnefs of the owners,—or
3 his proper and conftant callmcr viz. buying by © to the preference given to foreign ‘nations, who
: ‘whelefale in the country, an amc}e of commeon buy up provifions hcre on pmpofe to ftarve; and
confumption forthe {upply.of the city.of London. £ then o conquer us.—What will not the fear of
'y Here he would add a few words in.behalf of want (artfully excited by fuperiours; puta man
a0 the poor deluded wretches who have in fo many T -p,pog:d‘omg ?__TUnder this terror he grows def-
parts of the kingdom been excited to commit perate ;——groundlefs terror indeed I when, by
{uch riots, - thti{sa and other high crimes and fubmiffion to the rules of civil fociety, ~every
mx‘dcmeanoms, as, if profecuted to the utmolt L poor man (here in England) is entitled to a main-
rigour of. the law, would incur. the forfeiture tenance when-he falls into difirels : but {fome of
- | 0[ their lives.. : () our rioters have been fo infatvated as to-think
. When PYO‘”“Q“S are dear and hungen pm« they were only affifting the execution of whole-,
1 ches, ’tis natural for people to compiam the B fome laws, and doing théir ceuntry fervice.—So
" * araly indufirious poor will do rather more work far therefore as they were under the influence of
than abate in. quantity of focd, WhiCh how- 1 ill advifers, they are intitled to comp afﬁon from
ever, makes work the fcarcer; and ‘tis double . us, and zemty from ‘the laws. -
diftrefs- to have pxovxﬁons rife and fabour fink. : They would of - themfelveu perhapq be ]Lfb’
This excites murmuring and ddcontents, which | fond of reviving the ftatutes and regulations of
at firft reach only the ears of their immediate " Edward VI if thvey were aware that fome ats
J employers, who, when urged to. PaY higher -paffed in his reign were more fevere againit cer-
wages on account of the dearnefs of neceﬁarxes tain poor perfons, than even againit foreftallers ;
} are O}dd to. p]lft the b]ame Oon others, and tOO - for the a# 1. Edw. VI after decla”no- in the.
i readily lay it on.the dealers in provifion ; in thlS © preamble, ¢¢‘that idle and vagabona perfons,
; 100 (farally for fuch dealers) they have the coun- ¢ being unprofitable members, or ratherenemies
tenance. of {ome old Jaws.—Thefe laws are : ‘_‘ of - thc commonwealth, have heen {uffered 1o
printed in .every news-paper, and ftuck Up in 3 ““ remain and increafe, ‘whom if they thould be
| every corm:r, by order of thc juftices, to intri- | s punifhed with death, whipping, and imprifon-
i . , midate ... E2 - ment,
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f¢ ment, it wére not without their deferts, for
¢ the example of othus, —=it 1s enacted, Thag
any idle perfon fhall be mark’d with a hot iron i
the breaft with a V, and fhall be a flave, and be
oblig’d to work by beating, chammg, &c. and
If herun away, he fhall fuffer death as afelon. Con-
ccrmnrr the {everity of this a&, Mr. Rtlﬁhcad
obfexvcs, that the offence herein punifhed, viz.

‘the idlenefs of the poor, was probably more the

faultof the flate than of the poor themfelves, *
The condition of the poor of England (asis moﬁ;
reafonable It. {homd bc) is much alteréd for the
better by laws now inforce : they have the leaft
caufe to complain of any poor in the world; and'ig
Is furprifing that, even in thofe day sof ignorance
fellow- creatures fhould be fo treatcd only be-
gaufe tbey were unfortunate, T

The laws concermno tlade in provﬂ'ons
made in this reign, will perhaps be found 19
differ as much from the fpirit of ‘the prefent
times, and the nature of commerce, as the above
recited aét relating to the treatment of the poor.
—We were thcn indeed -only emerging from
a ftate of ignorance and darknefs, with refpect
to trade ;——this ifland fomeé ages before, being
little better than a barren defart ~—QOur prefent
opulence, power, and {plendor, are, however
owmo to trade, and to 1mproved maxxms rciatmg

' thereto,

o Pxeface to ix, Vol of Stat at large, page 10, -
+ Poffibly, from a miftaken notion, (a$-in the cafe of

wiichcraft) that the lnjun&*ons of the 'Old Teftament were

rules for c1v11 government in chnﬂ::an counmes ; for Levit,
xxv. verfe 39 and 47. if'a man 'was waxen poor, he mxght{e]l
himfelf, or be fold for a flave. From the jame miftaken no
tion muft that ftatute have I\ad its’ nfe, which pro}ubxted
the taking intereft of money 3 yet in'the flatute made in
thxs king’s reign, for the obfervatxon of the fabbath; it is
permxtted thu harveﬁaworlr may be done on tha; ddy, '
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~ ghereto,—But fo long did we remain in lgno«-

rance, that until after the Revolution, our na-
give produce and manufattures paid a duty on

_exportation, and the moft ufeful materials for

manufacture paid a duty on 1mportatlon : thisis
mentioned toQ {hew, that the ancient laws were
not fo wife or fo fajutary as fome perfons. feem
defirous to reprefent them.

‘Amongft the abfurd laws of our forefathers,'

none are more juftly complained of -than the
ftatutes relating to provifions of 5 and 6 Edw;
VI. ‘However, to fhew the narrow fpirit of the
times, it may be proper to take notice of the aét
concerning ufury, framed by the fame parlia-
ment, which neceffarily. muft have occafioned
a great deal of trouble both to magiftrates and
peo ple; and was therefore foon aftcr repealw
€d, while thofe a&s which relate to prgvi-
fions were fu&ered to remain in force ; whick
can perhaps be no otherwife accounted for;
ghan that the inconvenience of the flatutes re-
lative to yfury were experienced ; but the incon+
venience of the others {eldom.occurred, as they
were only in force when provifions were dear: . .

This parhament, of the 5 and 6 Ed. V1. could

not perceive, when money fhould be lent te purs.

chafe land, or any other thing, that it was rea-
fonable for the. lender to have fome little fhare
of the rent or profits arifing from {uch purchale ;
therefore it was enatted, That no perfon fhould

lend any fum of money, for any'manaer of ufury, .

intereft, or ‘increafe, to be received or hoped for;
above the fum lent, upon pain to forfeic the
principal .and intereft, to {uffer 1mpr1f0nmenr,
g.nd to be fined at the king’s pleafure.

*Tis worth obferving, that when the profits of -

commerce and manuf&&:urcs rendered it necef-
"""" fary
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~Aary to permit the lending of money upon. in-

rereft, and. to fix the legal rate of it at ten in the

,-htmrirwl the ftatute Eliz. 13,’8. declares, that

all ufury. Whth thall.or may be referved"above
gh permltted by this law of
the land) 1s forbidden by the law of God, and

- that itis a. fin, and. deteftable.

The provifo i in a fubfequent aét, 21 ]ames I.
c.-17. is much more {oft-and uncenfunng viz.
¢¢ That.no words. in _this law (hall be expounded
‘. to allow the. praéhce of ufury (by which was
¢ then meant, taking the legal intereft) in poinc
<. of religion or confcxence > ‘

“Thus.we fee, that in thofe days of piety, it was
equally forbxdden by. the laws of this land, to
take intereft on money, or to make proﬁts on

~provifion : but both are not declared equally

finful ; for though buying to fell again was deem-

.€d. 1o be an. hurtful practice, becaufe the pro-

fit on fuch traffic was then thought rather an ex-

“tortion. on.the. confumer than a Juf’c reward for
the labour of procuring provxﬁonq yetit was not

reprefented to be fo heinous a fin as taking in-
tereft on money, becaufe (as it was though&)
money could do no labour.

‘Thofe who complain that they are pccuharly
hurt by the dearnefs of provifions, becaufe their-
incomes only arife from the ufe of money in the
public funds, fhould pay a little attention to this
point, and (hould confider, whether thé dearnefs
13 not more owing to. the great quantity of fund-
ed money,. for which fo many millions are yearly

- paid by way of.intereft, than to any praé‘nce that

can be proved.upon. thofe concemed in the pro-
vu’ion trade.

Is. the nature of thmos chancred W]th the

[{e)
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1o buy prowﬁons for the fake of profit; and is-it:
- finful now ¢ :

Is it not a happy c;rcum&ance to momed
people and to the peace of the kingdom, that:
the.’pdpular indignation is not artfully excited
againft the proprietors of our funds ;-and the’
more efpecially, as texts of fcrxptuxe, as'well as:
old ftatutes, may be urged againft putting money:
to ufe : yet the monied people ought not'to be-
too fecure, for it has been more than- once’ pub-

licly mentioned, as a judicious meafute, to- pay

off the national debt with a fponge.
As the humour of the miob s as changeable as
the wind, will it not be prudent, for the fake of
that peace and tranquility which the monied
people now enjoy, to avoid, as much as pofiible,
every caufe of difturbance ; efpecially, to avoid.
this ewtraurdmary pretence, that the power and
fpirit of the mob is neceffary toinforce the laws ?-

Notwithftanding the diftinctions of fome, and.

the enquiries which have been made by others,
whether it be reconcileable to rules of equity,
that dealers in victuals fhould. be fubjeted ‘to
particular rates 3 williteafily enter into the heads:
of fenfible men, that extortion and deceit are not:
as criminal in trafﬁc for a coat as in traffic for a
cow'?

The law of nature and the common Jaw of
Fngland allow every individual to make the moft
of his property, by fair dealing and honefty ; and,
by the ftatute laws, fo;cﬂallmg, ingrofling, and
regratma are expre fvly permitted, except under
certain cxrcumi’cances ;. for, by this very ftatute
of 5 and 6 Edward VI. when wheat thall be com-
moily at the price of 6. 8 d. and barley 3's, 1.d.

the quarter or under, it fhall be lawful to E x-

sross and keep all corn, grain, &c, And by
‘ - ftar.
3
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ftat. 5 Eliz. chap. 5. certain commodities, viz.
fith, oil, wine, falt, &c. are, by the exprefs words
of the alt, permitted tobe ForesTA LL 5D and
RecraTED. : .

Can any thing be more abfurd ? Can any thing
expole the ignhorance of the times more, even
with refpe& to the internal frame of govern-
ment * —-than a law which lays a reftraine on any
commodities in trade, at a time when fuch com-
miodities fhall be dear, but takes off thofe re-
ftraints when {uch commodities fhall become
cheap. ‘

When a thing is cheap, will it not vear littie:

impediments ? will it not force its way like a

torrent ? ‘Are not the number of difficulties in
trade -exceedingly increafed between the grower
and «_coﬁfum‘er, by unneceflary carriage to mar-
kets, by the payment of tolls, and by the necef-
fity of badgers, and licences for thefe badgers ?
and do not thefe regulations neceffarily enhance
the price ¢ '

If badgers are neceffary, and "tis peceffary they
thould be appointed by magiftrates, why muft
they be married men 2 can they afford to do
bufinefs on cheaper terms than fingle men 7+
Why: mmuft they be thirty years of age ? can they
do more labour, or be more a&ive in their bufi-
nefs than fingle men ? — If *uis proper for all
things to be fold i#» marketr, why are

' ' exprefs-

. * The more fimple ideas of order and equity are fuf-
ficient to guide a legiflator, in every thing that regards the
internal addiinifiration of juftice : but the principles of
commerce are mich more complicated, and require long ex-
periénce and deep refleétion to: be well underftood in any
ftate. ‘The real confequence of a law or praflice is there
often contrary to firlt appearances. Hume’s Hiffory of Eng«
land under the Houfe of Tudor, vol. i. p. 61,

badgers .
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exprefsly permitted by licence to-buy ot 'of
market ? 2 SR
Can juftices of the peace refufe to grant li=
cences to any perfon who has the legal qualifica-
tions ?~—Is honefty, or any other rooral quality,
prefcribed by ‘the law? — Are licences void
which may happen to be granted to unmarried
men, &c.? - o P _
If juftices of the peace have a power to refufe
licences to all but their friends, have they not a
power to grant a monopoly ? If they bave no
ower to refufe, of what ufe then is the licence
to badgers, but to give fuch privileges and ex~
clufive rights to-certain country-dealers, as are.
found to reftrain trade, and toretard the progrefs
of manufa&ures in-fuch places as are incorpo-
rated, and all men excluded who are not free.®
Can a law be deemed in force now, which re-
ftrains buying and felling (at large or in any man=-
ner) during fuch time only as wheat fhall be at
10d. a buthel ; efpecially when fubfequent acts
have taken off all reftraints, for the fake of exe
portation, and permitted fuch ‘exportation at
more than 6 s. per bufhél.—Are not Englithmen
to be tried by the firit letter of every law
how then can foreftalling, &c. exift now as at.
firft ? It was lawful when wheat was at gd. a
bufhel, which was then very common. But as
thefe Statutes of Edward the Sixth have been re-
ferred to a few years ago, by the higheft autho-
rity, and are ftill fo frequently fpoken of with

" reverence and refpect, efpecially amonglt the

a loweft

e

- #* In the year 1533, and not before; foreign butchers
“were permitted to fell their flefh in Leadenhall market. By
foreion butchers Mr. Stow means, {uch as had not taken the
freedom of London.
- Bp. Fleetawood’s Chron. Preciofun, p. 94+
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lowei’c peopie, it may not be amifs to put a few
queries concerning them.

Is foreftalling, or the buying any thing on the
road, &c. before it is ftalled or placed in the
m’arket, a thing practifed by any perfons in our
days ? or, if praé’ufed, is it hurtful ?—If a man
buys a thing before *iis in the market, he has a
lefs: demand on the market.—Will it not make

an ox, for inftance, the dearer to the confumer,,

if a butcher, twenty miles from Smithfield, muft

be compelled to go to that market to buy the

ox which was pafling by his door ? and is net
the grazier’s expence likewife inhanced, by tra-
velling to fuch market and back again ?

Can the buying, with intent to fell again,
which is deemed engrofling, be punifhable by a
law which was made when there was no buying
to fell again, except by the purveyors, &c. who
were exempted from the penalties of the a& ? As
at that time the growers of corn and the breed-
ers of cattle fold in fmall quantities to every con-
fumer in market-towns in the country, there
was no trading in thofe things, becaufe people
fubfifted ‘themfelves on the produce of theit
lands ;—therefore it was not fo great an abfurdity
then as it would be now, to make it cnmmal to

buy, with an intent to fell again. -

As to regrating, would not any one efteem it
a favour, if he hanpened to come into a markes.
fo late, asthat all of any commodity which he

wanted was bought up, if another perfon, who
had arrived in time, would obhoc him with fome

fhare of his purchafe ?
But after all, are not thefe Jaws inexplicable,
as the exceptions feem to extend to all perfons

who buy or fell, as butchers, poulterers, &c. in .

fuch
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fuch manner as concerns their trade, or any. other

perfons being duly licenfed ? |
The law which forbids farmers to buy for feed,

except they fell the fame quantity of the fame{om

-of corn in the fame market on the fame day, i as-

contradiGoty to reafon and the principles of agri- -
culture as any thing can be. Befides confining

" the farmer to the very day, by which he: may be

obliged to fubmit to an exorbitant price, ’tis fre-
quently the intereft of the farmer to have feed:”
from very diftant markets, and dnfferent foil 5
whilft, for the fake of change, his feed may be
wanted *by other farmers, at places that lie in
contrary direttions.

The ftatute againft unlawful combmatnons i5
of a piece with the reft : it is an offence that is
not, that cannot be praé‘lfed by any perfons in
our days, and as trade is now carried on.—The
offence is thus defcribed by the ftatute 2 and 3
Edward VI. paffed A. D.-1548. - ¢ Foralmuch

as of late divers fellers of victuals, not con-
¢ tented with moderate and rcafonab]e gain, but
¢ minding to have and take for their victuals,
< o much as luft them, have confpired-and co-
¢ yenanted tooether, &c. For reformation
< thereof it is ordained and enated, by the
s king our fovereign lord, the lords and com-
““ mons, &c. that if any perfons fhall conipire,
¢ covenant, promife, or make any oaths, that

¢ they fhall not fell their vi¢tuals but at a cer-

<< tain price or rule, thall forfeit, for the firft of-
“ fence, ten pounds to the king’s highnefs, &c.
Is this a defcription of the tranfactions of any.
fet of people in our days ? Can our dealers in
food - fix what price they/pleafe on the buyers by
any engagements which, by oaths, they may bind.
thcmfclves to the p»rformance of? Or if 1000
. Fa - pounds




“over his own goods; if they have been revived as
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pounds were offered for difcovery of an offender,
in what manner could it be poffible to find him
out ?

Can any thing, but a monopoly, enable the
feller of any commodity to fix his own price ?
Can any capital, or aflociation in Europe collect
in the neceffaries of life, a quantity fuﬁ‘iuent o

raife the general value ?

Can any government on earth raife the rate of
intereft, or fisk it ac difcretion 2 Is not the rate

“of intereft lower in Holland than anywhere elfe,

notw:thﬂandmg there is no legal ftandard, and
that any man may {ue for ten per cent, or upwards,
if he can prove an agreement for it ? Can 'we in
England even fix the value of money.? Is not
coin_(both gold and filver) daily fold for ~more

* than the legal ftandard ?

Are not the principal buyers of prov1ﬁons, the
exporters, the brewers, the meal-men and the
diftillers? Are not thefe truly informed, concern-
ing the prices of the articles of their confump-
tion in all markets? Will they not buy where the
price is loweft, and rcoulate the London market
accordingly ?

Are there more dealers or jobbers now than
there were fifty years ago, in the {pace of which
time, have not provifions been moderately cheap ?
Were the jobbers then lefs covetous of profit, or
had they then lefs power over imarkets than now?

Do not jobbers at leaft reduce prices at thofe

- markets to which they bring any provifions from

cheaper countries ? If in thefe after-times, the

- 'old ftatutes concerning provifions have’ been
found pernicious in Lhex'r'eﬂ:e&s; if they have

‘been found. incompatible with Englithliberty,
and the’ rights which every man ought to have

the
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the inftruments of oppreffion by one fubje& over .
anocher, in violation of our improved conftitu-
tion; 1S it not hxgh time to [cek for {fome redrefs,
by an humble petition to parhament, for a re-
peal or an amendment of thefe laws ? '

-For many -magiftrates have been oﬂxmouﬁv
altive, urged, as they fay, by the fufferings of the
people, to take the letter of thefe almoﬁ: forgot-
ten -and - difregarded ftatutes for the rule of
their conduét in the profecution of fome fubmif-
five huckfters, and indigent or terrified jobbers.
—Some of thefe magiftrates have even exceeded
the letter, and ftrained the meaning of thefe ex-
ploded laws, in the exercife of their power ; have
encouraged and entered into affociations, not to
fuffer any grain to be fold by fample ; have pub-
lithed notices, that they will reward informers
againft fuch as buy in that manner, and punifh,
by profecution, all thofe who fhall buy or iell any
provifion, except in open market.

How much foever the principal fattors and
more- opulent hufbandmen have affeéted to de-

{pife the menaces and fummons of thefe gentle-

men (well knowing they are not invefted with
fo much power, in-  thefe points, as they wifh to
exercife : and conceiving that even thefe fta-
tutes of Edward V1. could never be brought in-

to ufe and repatation in the king’s courts at
“Weftminfter, in thefe better tlmes, and under

our improved conftitution) : yet ’tis now a mat-
ter of ferious confideration to fuch traders and
farmers, that, according ‘to -the ftrict letter of
thefe {’catutes, if. revivable, they are liable- to
many inconveniences in their feveral callings :
harraffed by laws refpe&ing trade, which were
framed at a time when there was no trade s

‘when the buying any provifion, with intent to

fell
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{ell again, was deemed an offence ; when the li-
berty of Englifhmen was put into the hands of
petty tyrants, and made dependent on the price
of wheat ; when their properties might be feiz-
ed, under the pretence of hurtful combinations,
which (if praé‘tlcable then ) are impracticable
now,
For many years pa{’c the traders in, and owners
‘of food have experienced the fame proteéhon as
~ the traders in other commodities ; therefore véry .
few of the former entertained apprehenﬁons that |
they were offending the laws, or were liable to
become obnoxious to their neighbours, in thofe
- times efpecially when they might be moft ufeful.
~ Inftead -of the -efteem which they thought
themfelves, and thofe of their profeffion, intitled
to, as neceflary members of the community, 1
they have lately experienced abufe and reproach -
from many people of all ranks and degrees, who
are exafperated againft them, as the fuppofed 1
caufes of public calamities.
Yet their profecutors, who pretend fo much | |
to the feelings of humanity for the flarving poor,
do not examine whether the poor are really ftarv-
ing ; or by what arts or praétices any fet of men
can fo effetually engrofs the fruits of the earth ta
themlelves, as to la.y the reft of mankind under
contributions : —or how, in thefe inftances, the
few fhould be an over-match for the many ; or
" the weak ovrecomethe ftrong.
‘How contradi@ory toreafon then isit, tofuppofe
afcarcity canbe brought about by wicked men ?
~yet fuch a notion is not too extravagant to be im-
bibed by an infinite number of people —’Tis in
vain to talk of reafon, or to urge the impofiibi-
lity ofxt, by any human means—every extraor-
dinary

(e
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dinary event is attributed to fome caufe or other;
—The common people have generally -prepof~
{efled opinions, and a readinefs to give an implicic
credit to wonders ; they refolve all difficulties in
the manner they have been taught; no matter
whether right or wrong :——when their neigh-
bour’s cattl» happen to die of the murrain or the
rot, they often impute the calamity to witcheraft,
becaufe they know no better 3 and are as ftrong-
ly attached to many prejudices of their fore-
fathers, as if thefe prejudices were the moft poﬁa :
tive tmths.

Although the belief of mchantments does not
fo much prevall in this country as formerly, yet

’tis obfervable; the repeal of the a&t againft witch-
craft could not be accomplithed till The. reign of
George II. Some recent inftances of the com-
mon peoples zeal againft witchcraft, feem to
fhew, that the repeal of that a&t has not removed

“the prejudices of many ignorant and obftinate

bigots among all ranks. of people.

The d}ﬂiculty which occurred to our fore«
fathers, in difcovering . the artifices of the en-
groffers and foreftallers, is perhaps. the reafon; -
that in the king’s commiffion for the appointment
of Ju{’uces of the peace, mchantments, forceriesy
arts magic, foreftallings, regratings, and ingrofi~
ings are ranged together, as offences of a fimilar
nature ; becaufe they were commiitted by wick-
ed perfons, in a manner both amazing and un-
known. ,

It is probably in comphance with thefe preju-

 dices, that juftices of the peace are ftill directed,

by the king’s commiffion, fully to enquire and
inform themfelves of the truth and reality of
thefe offences, viz. forceries, engroflings, &zc ‘
on the caths of good an lawml men,

7 Fortu-
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Fortunately for the reputed witches, they have

not now fo much to fear from the laws as the
reputed engroffers ; for where there can be any

pretence for perfecution, "there will always be
found fome ‘perfons of pernicious principles, who -

will promote bafe interefts by popular delufions.

The arts of rhetoric were a few years ago em-
~ ployed againft. witches, in charges from juftices
of the peace to juries, which, upon the compa-
rifon, may be found to vie, in decency of lan-

guage and minutenefs of defcription, with the ce-

lebrated charge concerning foreftallers and en-
groflers, which was delivered to the grand jury
of Weftminfter by Sir- John Fielding.- One
would think this zealous magiftrate had imbibed
a portion of the fame fpirit that aCtuated that So-

‘Jomon of his age, king James L.* who ¢ moved;

«« (as he tells us) by the fearful abounding, at
<< -this time in this country, of thofe deteftable
<< ‘flaves of the'devil, the witches or enchanters,
¢¢ difpatched in poft his' treatife of Deomono-
« logie 3” in the conclufion whereof, he gives
it as his opinion, that ¢ Since in a matter of rea~
«¢ fon againft the prince, bairnes or wives, OF
s pever fo diffamed perfons, may ferve for fuffi-
¢ cient witneffes; by a far greater reafon fuch
<« witnefles may be fufficient in matters of high-
< treafon againft God :” adding befides, « That
¢ there are two other good helps that may be
¢ gfed for their trial : the one is the finding of
< their .mark, and the trying the infenfibility
< thereof 3 the othér is their. floating on the wa-

< ter ; for it appears, that God hath appointed

¢« (for a fupernatural fign of the monftrous im-
¢ piety of witches) that the water fhall refufe to
' R o ¢ receive

3

’

* Works Folio, p. gy 135 and 136s
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¢ receive them in her bofome, that have fhaken
¢ off them the facred water of baptifme.”

Thus to a fictitious crime is added the molt
doubtful, equivocal, infamous kind of proof:
neverthelefs, in the firft year of his reign, an act
pafled to punifh the offence with death 3 and the
people, ftimulated by -the royal example, and
that of the two houfes of parliament, were fo bufy
in dete@ing it, that many an old woman,

¢« Some only for not being drown’d,

< Others for fitting above ground,

e Who}e,'days and nightsupon theinbreeches','

“ ‘Andfeeling pain, were hang’d for witches.”

) - . Hupisras.
- ’Tis to be hoped that the zeal at prefent flir-
red up againft Sir J.——F. ’s montter,
(after the firft furprize is over) will be more ac-
cording to knowledge. ST
T his eminent and public-fpirited jultice of the
peace {eems to ground his opinion on fomething
more than meer {ufpicion, concerning ¢ the
« great number of foreftallers, &c. who, he
*¢ fays, are a difgrace to human nature, and a
“ difhonour to a chriftian country ;> he ac-
knowledges that ¢ the monflers bave feldom
“ been expofed to open view.”
the firft champions that have opened the hunt
after them, and fpeaks as if he was as expert in
the ways of purfuit, and knew their haunts as
well as thofe of the young bucks and old bawds
of the Garden ; fome people may imagine that
by the defeription, fo exaétly correfpondent - to

- their own ideas, he has really caught fome of

them.'fo:: very ftrange and furprifing animals :
Eae paints them as ¢ monfters in-human fhape, .
¢ and objeéts fhocking to human fight 5 they col-

¢ Ject
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¢ le€t together the common neceffaries of life,
s« the better to counteratt the benevolence of
~ ¢ Providence, and to grind the face of the poor,
¢¢ by making an artificial {carcity : their crime
¢¢ is of the deepeft dye, and aninfult to God ;™
nay, fo exceedingly horrible and tremendous
are thefe creatures, that, according tothe ex-
periences, or the opinion of this gentleman,
their powers exceed thofe of inchantment; for
-« by theirarts and avarice they occafion exorbi-
¢ tant -prices, after as plentiful harvefts and
¢ abundant pafture, asever ‘have been remem-

< bred ;" they are to be detefted as ¢ mjuchas.

s¢ blafphemers, incendiaries, and murderers ; and
¢ therefore he hopes the legiflature will facili-
$¢ tate the profecution of them.” :
After fuch defcriptions of the charaéters and
of the crimes of foreftallers, regrators, and
“engroffers, can it be wondered at, that the
common people have been ftirred up to extir-
ate them? - _ v

Thofe who are fufferers by the mob, yet
whofe lives are fpared, have reafon (confidering
this defcription of crimes charged upon them)
to be thankful they have excited that mercy.

I will not fay, on this occafion, that the people
were- induftrioufly frighted with phantoms, by
 thofe whoie bufinefs it was to allay their fears;

but I willventure to remark, that there hasbeen
fomething very unaccountable in the fpeeches
and a&ions of fome principal men, from whofe
knowledge and experience in bufinefs, a dif-
ferent conduét - might have been expected ; for
1 would not willingly fufpeft that they defired
to. pay. court to the vulgar, or multiply their
friends into a moby by ill-umed cenceflions and
ill-advifed compliances, ) |
. * The

{equences might enfue.
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The abilities and integrity of the great mier

-iito whofe hands the care of the nation is com=

mitted, has been fo often proved, that we can-
not fufpect them of a defign to facilitate any bafe
project againft the trade of this country, how
much foever it may feem that the firfk and
greateft outcries againft the dealersin provifions,
have been made by thofe who appear to be un-
der minifterial influence. o

‘The minifters at this preferit time cannot be
chargeable with fetting an example‘of fevere ex-
preflions in public alts of ftate, as in"the inftance

of the proclamation againft foreftallers, erngrof-

fers, &c. in the reign of the late king, (Nov.
1756) wherein they are defcribed as open op-
preflors of the poor, and enemies of their coun-
try. ' ' o
oftentimes very commendable, to court applaule;
by purfuing popular meafures, in order to con-
ciliate the efteem of the people ; for’tis a very
difagreeable tafk to make alterations even for
the better, in times of public difcontent; there-

fore wife minifters always take care not to excite -

prejudices againft a clafs of men who are under

“the proteétion of Jaws, becaufe it is always dan-

gerous to-give fuch a fanction to the outrages
which people who are at variance commit againft
cach other; for if it {hould happen that, belides

_fuch variance, there fhould be among them a

ftruggle for bread, and party-rage fthould be
heightened by hunger, the moft dreadful con-

We-are therefore to fuppofe that the great
men who were at the helm fome time ago, had
the moft exaé intelligence of .the effects which
the rains, the floods and inundations had pro-

| G2 duced
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duced on the land; when the authority of a
proclamation, by commandof his prefent majefty,
determined great numbers of . people to impute
fcarcity, not to unkindly feafons, but to artifices
of men.. We are further to confider that thofe
pcoplc who were deterrnined- in their QP'mions,
by that authority, might judge too haftily; for
it isonly exprefled, that there was the greateft
reafon to ¢ fufpeét that the prefent high prices
¢c of provifions do not arife from fcarcity, but
¢ from unlawful combinations ;—and, in order
<« to prevent all unlawful combinations for the
« inhancing the price of provifions, and for an
«« encouragement to all who fhall difcover any
<« concerned.in fuch illegal pratices, all perfons
¢« who fthall fo difcover and caufe fuch offend-

¢ ers to be convicted, fhall be entitled to a re-

<« ward of-one hundred pounds.”

Benevolence to mankind in general, and com-
paffion to the injured, are the virtues of exalted
minds 3 and every one who has the diftrefies of

the poor at heart, will commend fuch means as

thefe, if they are found to filence the tumultuous
cries of the people for bread; but if, after all,
fuch .methods fhould prove inadequate to the
grievance, and the offer of fuch a reward fhould
not bring offenders to juftice 5 what will be
thought of it ? How will the people determine

on the queftion, whether the combinations are

{o artfully and fecretly entered into, as to evade
all the power of laws, and'all the vigilance of
magiftrates ? or arefuch illegal combinations ut-
terly impra&icable, in the manner trade is now

carried on ?—-Peoplé of different difpofitions and -
~ capacities will differ in their determinations .on-
‘thefe points; .and, asis ufual, great numbers

will adhere to their firft received opinions, aflert
| the
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the poflibility of fuch combinations,'. and call out:
for {fevere laws to fupprefs them.. R

It is indeed acknowledged on all hands, and-
experience thews, that no laws which were enact--

ed againft thefe combinations will anfwer the

end for which they were intended ; and it is:
confidently afferted by fome of the beft writers,"
that ’tis not in the power of laws to regulate:

the markets of - .the fruits and produ@ions

of the earth : If therefore, upon examination it

fhould appear that the latter opinion is founded
in reafon and truth, it muft be allowed to be

extremely hard upon a fet of ufeful (not to
fay neceflary) people, to be frigmatized as guilty -
of oppreffion, exrortion, and the moft atrocious:
crimes :—People who may poffibly be able to
make it appear they are only gaining an honeft:
livelihood by fair trade, .and.are entitled to the

public countenance and proteétion. . .

Bur tho® many people are fenfible of the
ineflicacy of  thefe old ftatutes, yet they de-

fire to have them revived from ' their . dor-
mant ftate, to be hung over the heads of re-

puted foreftallers in terrorem, . on extraordinary

occafions, or elfewith them reviv’d, perhaps to
remove the odium of mif{-management from the

magiftrates to the traders. But if equitable rules
of government are of ufe to fociety, why fhould

‘not every good government adhere to fuch rules ?
—If the grievances which are complained of are.

real, they fhould be removed, if ’tis within the
power of laws to doit: but the laws thould be
fuch as are explicite and clear, for all people
would willingly know. precifely wherein they

may become tranfgreflors. o :
A thorough reformation of all the ftatutes
velating to thele fubjets, will perhaps meet with
| 4 - abundance
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abundance of oppofition, efpecially amorg pes=
ple who are bigotted to old cuftoms and long re-
ceived-opinions 3 and, if we may colle& the fenfe
of fome of -our fupenors * from fome recent
tranfactions, we have reafon to fear that the
freedom-of trade, particularly of thefe branches,
will be rather abridged than enlarged ; for many
curious plans have been propofed and recom-
mended to the attention of the legiflature, and
inftructions have been prefented to particular
members of parliament by their conflituents,

which exhibit a vatriety of fchemes to reftrain -

farmers and dealers from getting poffeffion of too
-much land and too much merchandize.

Schemes that promote the tolls of markets and |

fairs, and keep our good vituals at home for
our own eatmg,-——-—«and {chemes which in the
opinion of many projectors of them, will pro-
mote the general good; but in this particular
they feem all to agree that’tis in the power of

parliament to produce a plenty, and to apply

remedies to all the grievances.

- The wifdom of government, in its legxﬂatlve
capacity, and its'widely-extended vxews, will un-
doubtedly ftrike out better plans than ’tis in the
power of private perfons to form ; and we are
to regard its decifions with decency and refpett :
yet from the notices we have had, and the caufes
of fear for our moft important mtere[’cs, it is cer=
'tamly mcumbent on us, to have a jealous and

watchful

. D()Ca not the fellmg wheat and flour at prices -below
the intrinfic value, by fome of the greateft men in the na+
tion, imply they entertain a notion that prices on com-
modities may be fixed by laws ? They would not furely do
thefe things merely to gain popular reputation.
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watchful eye over the rights of trade and con.
merce. 1t is not the owners of and traders in

rovifion only, that are interefted herein ; it is.

the bufinefs of every freeholder and trader, and
indeed of every Briton, to guard thefe privileges
from violation and encroachment ; our libert

and properties are included in. them ;7 and we
‘fhould therefore turn our attention to every thing
that will preferve to us and to our poi’terxty, thefe

inexpreflible bleflings.

The liberty of writing and fpeaking freely,
folly, and 1mpamal]y, is a part of the rights of
every freeborn Briton: thofe who have, fuffered
injuries have a right to complain, whether in-
jured by partial and fevere laws, or by the par-
tial adminiftration of them 3 and if they appre-
hend any danger, that through inadvertency, or
mlﬁnformation, mjurxous laws will be framed
and carried into execution, they may beg leave
to recommend one caution, even to legiflators
and that is, always to have in their thoughts,
that to a free and equitable conftitution of go-
vernment, there is no feafon fe dangerous as the
time of popular clamour, for the redrefs of grie-
vances : at fuch a time, when men are heated

with too much zegl;, they are induced to make -

conceﬂiéns, and wink at incroachments, which
may end in the lofs of fome valuable privileges
to every member of the community. |

The prefent crifis is (if ever there was one) a
périod of popular clamour. The owners of food,

neceffary to our fubfiftence, are reprefented as

the moft pernicious enemies to foclety —A Cor-
nifh tinner,® in a ?ubhc paper; ¢ dehres to kin-

¢ dle

* London Chronicle, Sept. 23, po 293+
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- dle in the breafts of exalted fpmts, fuch a
< flame, as fhall, like the blafts of heaven, con-

¢ found thefe authors of public calamities, and

¢¢ -all thofe who thall abet and fupport’ them »
——nay, to fuch a length has this fingular ipecies
of perfecution been raifed, that feemmgly good

men have withed to cruth them, by the mterpo-»'

fition of government. ‘ -

- An hundred inftances could be. produced to
fhew, that not the common people only, bur

- many in fupetior ﬂatlona, have exclaimed againft
them, even to execration; and dlﬁufcd fuch no-
tions, concerning all ownérs of, and traders in

provifion, as have a “tendency to ‘the fubverfion

of all order and good fociety.” -

It is "not then to be wondered at, that fome,

among the common people, have béen firred up;
to the exercife of fuch enormities as were un-

known in former times, when the neceﬁ'arxes of ||

life have been dearer.

. "This. Banditti, under the pretence of their
grievances, have broke loofe upon us, to punifh
our perfons, and to plunder our properties.
Such injuries, oppreffions; and cruelties were per-
petrated by fome of them, as are [carcely cre-

dible ; -all order was ‘deftroyed by thefe regu-

lating "mobs 5 ; confufion took placé; they feized
our effeéts, as of right ; entered our houfes by

viclence, and threatened to drag to death thofe‘

who thould dare to refift them.
- Thefe free-booters - were not meagre hal-f-

ﬂarv'éd people, nor - did they appear to be in-

want of any of the neceflaries of life ; they were
‘encouraged by great numbers of turbulent difpo-
fition, in affluent circumftances, who, at length,
began to be in danger of being preyed upon in
the fame manner. No one can tell what may

be
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be the confequence of an inflamed rabble’s at-

tempting the redrefs of pretended grievances ;
for when riotous and diforderly people are col-

le&ted together, and have -done one a& of vio-

lence, they foon proceed to anocher..

To guard againft fuch infurreftions for the fu- ‘»
ture, ’tis of the utmoft importante, that proper:
methods be taken for keeping the lower rank\s\

of people under due fubordination.
Our great men and rulers have fuperior judg-
ment to thofe who are not neceffarily employed

“on fuch.important objeéts as the intereft of the-
ftate ; on them we may rely for the fecurity of .

every thing that we have a legal claim to ; and

" may hopc that the defeéts in our laws, will

be remedxed for to thole defedts, to the inat-
tention of government, and to the miftaken opi-
nions which have prevailed among all ranks of
men amongft us, we may fairly attribute a great
deal of the mifmanagement, which, for fome years
paft, has been flirring up the levelling principles
of the loweft people, to enthuﬁaﬁxc rage and
fury. We may rely on the experience, the acute-

nefs, and the mtegnty of thofe great men, that"
they will likewife pay attention to that very im-

portant point, the fupply of neceffaries on fair

and eqmtable terms. Thisis all that can be dea,
~fired, and hereon a great deal depends ;—for

commerual and manufa&urmo ftates mufl have

their eyes on the prices of provxﬁons among their
) -nexghbouu, if they expet their goods to hnd a

vent at foreign ma.vkﬁts which cannot be, unlefs
they provide both for cneapncfs of neceflaries
and cncapne(s of labour at home.—No prople
can deprive us of our trade, unlefs they.are more
induftrious or more temperate than ourfelves.

We fel provifions to forugl* manufacturers,
H there-
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therefore they cannot, in generai ‘be fed much
cheaper than ourfelves except the better kinds
‘of ‘provilions axe\reckoned neceﬁ'arxes here, and
Tuxuries among them. .
Letus prefcrve amongft ourfelves the virtues
of oood cmzens, and we fhall be able:to obtain
xmprovements, in the intérnal ‘trade, and. civil
‘policy of Great-Britain, by means of our al-
ready excellent.conftitution, and under the gudr-
d:a.nfhxp of .our moft’ aufplcmus king. -
‘Our extenfive foreign trade is the admlratxon .
- and envy of every power on earth , and we may
reafonably hope, that the more enlarged rules of
commerce will be made to prevail ip our inland
traffic ; as it is found, by experience, that nothing
“encourages agriculture,.and promotes plenty, fo
“much as the utmo{’c freedom in the trade of corn
“ard every other article of common confumption ;

3

~and that every reftraint on ‘thefe: branches of
" commerce checks the fupply’ of. provxﬁonsa

Let. _every one do his'utmoft, to procure inter-
" nal peace and: tranquxlxty, to promote trade, agri-
“culture, and ‘manufactures ; we have then every
real fource of pro(penty, we may enjoy happinefs,
perience thofe attendants on good
governmen the increafe of people, and a(cen«
dency m th€ WOI‘IC] .
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