L
.llli

bdwslunti bbbty

S

96-4 - A SmorT
E S »s A Y

CORN TRADE

4 5. 6 7 8

AND THE

|l corn La W 5.

2

1

CONTAINING E

o}

A general Relanon of the prefent Method of |
carrying on the Corn Trade, and the Purport
of the Laws relatmg thereto in this King-
dom. v

é%g

L ONDO N:
Printed in the Yz aRr MDC»CLVIIL

——t




ot A s e 8 P

T may juftly be queftioned, whether many of the
late” Writers, who bave communicated their
Thoughts to the Public concerning the Corn Trade,
bave not confidered the Affair in too refirained
a light 5 as alfo whether the Alterations they pro-

pofe in the Method of carrying on this Trade, and

the Amendments they would make in the Laws
relating thereto, would fuit any other than par-
ticular Places. : ; '

It is a quite different Thing to make Laws for
the Regulation of Trade in one particular Towrn,
and to make Laws for Regulating fo confiderable
a Trade as that of Corn is throughout fo large a

Kz’ngdom as this of Great-Britain 5 wbhich muft be

acknowledged by all, who confider how much the
annnal Produce in many Places falls fhort of the

general Confumption of the Inbabitants, whilff in

others it exceeds it. -

Thefe Confiderations have given rife to- the
following Effay 5 wherein is laid down a general,
but fair Relation, in what Method the Corn Trade

_is at prefent carried on in thefe Kingdoms- togeiher
with the Laws relating thereto : And till the Na- -

ture and Method of carvying om this Bufine[s in

general is well underfood, it is hardly poffible to

make Laws for its Regulation with any Proba-

bility of Succefs.
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ON THE

CORN TRADE

"AND

CORN LAW s

§3@€}@{3@(}a{¥ ‘. THOUGH it be the general
@@3&% Opinion, that the prefent Dearw
nefs of Corn arifgs principally
%ﬁi%%@@%'% from the Avarice of the Farmers
S 00l and Iniquity of the Factors, Mer-
chants, MIHCI'S, Bakers and Deal-

ers in Corn; yet there is Caufe to believe, that
it ‘arifes chleﬂy, if not wholly, from a real
Scarcity, occafioned by the thort Crops, which
for three or four Years paft have been in the
Weft and Northweft Parts of the Kingdom,
and from the general Shortnefs of the Crop
throughout the whole Kingdom in the Year
1756 ‘For fuppofing the Crop of the lait
Year 1757 to have been as good as the fine
~ Profpect
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Profpec - in the Field promifed, ‘[which there is
Reafon to doubt, much of it being lighter, by -

two or three Pounds. in a Bufhel, than in fine

Years, fromthe Blight or Mildew brought on by

.

the dryWeather] it would not be fufficient to re«

“duce the Price much, or foon, as little or no
old Stock was left remaining, and of Courfe .a’

much larger Quantity of this Year’s Growth
muit be already confumed than is ufual at this
Time of the Year, To confirm thefe Obferva-
tions, if we recur to former Times, we fhall
find that in the Year 1693 .Wheat rofe from
2). 6s. to 3l 7s.' ¢’ Quarter, and was not
much under that Price;[except in. 1695, when
it was 2l 13s.] till.1700, when it came down
to 40s. In 1709 Wheat rofe from 2l. 1s. 6d.
to 3l. 18s. 6d. atwhich Price, within Sixpence,

it continued the next Year, and was not fo.

low as 4o0s. till 1718. . In 1740 Wheat rofe to

2l. .15s. from 1l. 17s. 6d.. and though the
Clamour was ‘at that Time as much againft

Farmers, &c. as it now is, and the Harveft of .

1741 was good, both as to Quantity and Qua-

lity, yet Wheat was at 21 7s. throughout that
Year ; though-in 1742 it came down to 1l. 12s.

and after that continued declining, and was.

cheap to 1745. ‘ R
‘But how reafonable foever this may feem,

yet it muft be owned that the general Opinion,

even amongft many Perfons of Rank and Cha-

ralter, appears to be on the oppofite Side of
the Queftion. The Dearnefs of Corn is felt;
and how to bring the Corn Trade under fuch

Regulations for the future, asto prevent the

like Diftrefs hereafter, is under the Confideration

of theParliament. And we may juftly expect from
the Integrity and Abilities of the Honourable
S A Perfons

N
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- “Perfons to whom this ‘Affair is committed, that
-the Bufinefs of the Corn:Trade will'be thorough-
‘ly ‘examined, from the ‘firft throwing- of" the

 Seed into ' the Ground, to the Confumption of
:theé Produ in Bread and Drink, - or the Ex-

'portation of fuch Part of it as mdy at any

"Fime be conveniently fpared ; asalfo that the fe-

“veral L.aws which, fince Edward vi. have been

~made in Relation thereto, with the good or bad

~Effelts they have had, and wherein and" Wh‘y;

‘the. Expectations of them have been ‘anfwered

-or failed, will be carefully enquired: into and’

‘examineéd, ‘and the Laws themfelves: in-confe-

.quence thereof be either confirmed or amended,

. ~Corn is to ‘be confideéred both as'a Foodand
Merchandize. The providing it either by grow-
ing-or importing, its Prefervation for Ufe or

:Sale, the Preparation of it for Food by grind-

ing anc baking, the fixing, or rather declaring,
the Price of Bread, and what Weight the fame
fhould be of according to the Price of Corn,
are particulars which have at all times, and in

~all places, been more or lefs the Care, and
fallen under the Direction of the Civil Magif-
trates, ‘The Parliaments of this Kingdom, as

appears by the Statute Book, have frequently
had this ‘matter under their Confideration, and
generally treated it in the View we have men-

~tioned above, both as Food and Merchandize.

In almoft every Statute which attempts any Re-

gulation in this Trade,- we may vifibly difcern .
they have endeavoured to order it fo, that while

they were guarding againft any thing which

might tend to diftrefs the Poor, they have
taken care that Tillage thould not be difcourag- -
‘ed.  To this End they have generally fixed the

Prices

\
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_Prices at'which, all Perfons might buy and: lay -
“up.Corn, or export it; and feem to-have.en-
_deavoured, by-all poffible Means, -to: make the
Peéople fee it in_the fame Light ; having in the

Space of, Seventy nine Yeats, : beginning with

1548, the sth,of: Bdward vi. and.ending: with

Ads, as may. be feen. below, . in which, they

have ingreafed the Exportation Price from 6. 8d..

[equal to.20s. of our Money] to 32s: the/Quar-
ter. - Fow.this Trade was managed-during-the

‘Rebellion doth not.appear. But on the Refto-
ration, - in. 1660, the Exportation Price: was
‘immediately fet at 40s..the Quarter,  In. 1603,
only three. Years: after, it-was-carried to: 48s:
By this Law, ‘
fwered the Intentions of- the Legiflature, . as”
“Wheat, which for 20 Years before, viz. from
1646 to . 1666, had: been. on. the: Average
gl 175, 5d. 5 ¢ Quarter, was. for 20 Years

which appears teo. have. an-

after, viz. from 1666.to 1686 only. 2k 6s. 3d.

4 Quarter.on the Average, it was, enacted,
that when Wheat : doth ‘not exceed that: Price,

all and cvery Perfon may buy, lay up-and keep
the fame, and fell it again, under fuch Regu-

Jations. as by the faid A& are laid .-down,
“This was a virtual Repeal. of the Aéls 5 and 6
of Edward vi. and g Elizabeth, {o far ag leaft

as they regard Licenfing till Wheat: is- 48s.

for, doubtlels, upon. pafling this Aét; . many

engaged in the Corn Trade, who were not

qualified to take out Licenfes by the- former
‘Statutes, and.if at any Time it happened
that out of, . or between the Quarter Seilions,

Wheat came to exceed 48s. when none could

e licenfed, it could not be fuppofed that all -

buying and felling Corn fhould ceafe till Li-

cenfes .

affed. Eight; feveral

(o)

cenfes beould«be ‘granted:; “nor ~would it be -
right to: oblige fuch; who were mot.qualified .
to take Licences by the - former Ads, and yet
had legally; while sWheat was under =48s. by -
this ‘A&, engaged their Fortunes imthis “Trade;
immediately to leave: off; ~and: ‘where:would®.
“others:be found, who had fufficient Knowledge, -
or were difpofed and ready to ~enterfato. this:
Trade, which: any might again refume -on ithe

FalliofitherPrices of :Grain, .+ 11 i :

-Ip ‘might be the Intent ‘of ptl},l_&_.?P'ro.p'ofers,":‘
or'Makersof this:Law: [ 1'5/Car: 110 leave the-:
- CornzTrade;ras itthath .in'Effet beer ever fince,

free'and open, and. fo-miuch did the Defire of ma-~::
king Corn'a Merchandize then-prevail; thasin the™
Year 1650 dn’ A& was:pafled allowingWheat to--
be exported even after:it lexceeded:-4£85. - paying, -
the: Cuftom ;. from 'which Time:till 1688 the

Average Price of: Wheat was’ 21iv6s. :a Quar-

tery +in - which '"Year, neverthelefs;-an At was™
pafled, ‘repealing all “Cuftom, —and:'giving . a:
Bounty of . 5s. ¢’ Quarteér on Exportation, till -

it thould exceed 48s. the Quarter.s;after whichs:- %
till1693; Wheat, on the Average; was-36s. 3d. ¥
4’ :Quarter only 3 but growirg:ahd -continuing - !
dearer: till 1698, the”Exportation was: forbid.. i
for. one .Year, ~and: then; for "g:/Months, "the . tg{
Bounty: was-fufpended ;- from the Expiration, oft | i
which:: Term; - till-vi709; - Wheadt - contintied . ; :
clieap, . thé :Averag: Price beinglziliz 14s: 5d..:
4. Quarter; - but in.that Year it rofe to. .3l 18s.. }?
6d. 4’ Quarter, and Exportation: was again:
prohibited for one_ Years.~yet Wheat twas never :
under: 4os.. till 7718 from which. Fime; .till.-
1725;. it continued ~under -that Price 3 from '; :
1725 t0-1730 it Was.on the Averagd'2l. 7s. 8d.. b
AT - B an “
b
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and in the Year 1729 an. A& was pafled,. res -

garding the:Importation, [as-alfo: in 1732] and -
the Method: of enquiring into'the Price,. inorder -
to_fix the ‘Duty on. Importation, - was fettleds -

From.1729 toiiy40 the Price. was ils 155, 7d. -

4#” Quarter;+in .which : Year:'the Price -was
2l. 155, and’ the Exportation: again prohibited:,
for one Year: It continued at: 2l. 7s. thefol-
lowing Year;: but from. thence to 1756 the

" Price was 1l. 14s. 3d. . In the. latter End of that

Year, and'the Beginning of 1757, growing ex-

ceflive dear, and great Difturbances arifing under..
Pretence of the high Price, the:Parliament again
took ‘the. Affair into’ Confideration, and: pafled-
one A&:to ftop .the Diftillery, another to_prohir -
bit for a Yearvthe Exportation, and a third. to:
allow. the .Importation Duty free, for.a.Time-:
certain 3 in which Aés,.(all/which. Alls. have :
have been revived: and -continued this prefent -
Seffions)’ fuch” neceffary- Claufes were -inferted.
as prove they.never forgot or intended:to; op- -
relieve the:Poor. o oor o
But Corn:is ftill dear; and the Difcontent near :

the famejiiand how far- the: Farmers and others -

concernect-in the Corn.Trade may 'bejior are .
culpable, ! op'whether all;-ors any-of them, -are to
blame-at ally»hay in fome. meafure be. determi- :
ned-iby refleCting on the:Nature of, ‘and:ithe .
manner.in: which,: eachzbranch:of this bufinefs is -

tranfadted, cand. perhaps, *-what follows may be >

of fome Ufe toothat Endl .0 0 ..~ 0

Iiv-regard tothe procuring a fufficient Provi- -
fiontofsout’ own - Growth, (¢t by Importation,
the Legifiauire: feems “torhavé: taken the follow- -

ing-Care; .| Firfty: as. mucneas peflible by:encou- -

raging

prefs theoiFarmer,  whillt: they endeavoured to’

(a1
raging the Farmiei-to itill fo muchi:Land, that-our
own Growth may be- fufficient, -and,: in Cafe it.

{hould excéed.the CbnfU1nptiOl], by 3making3 P,'Po'f .

vifion for a ‘Bounty to :be paid in order toexport
the Surplus, whereby-the Farmers: Fears of
Lofs, .in that Cafe, - are removed,  or rather
prevented. - Secondly, - by = a-L.aw impowering
the Magiftrates every fix or three-Months to
allow. of - :the Importation - for.-fix- or three
Months to dome; - on. a ‘very moderate Duty,
after Wheat exceeds 53s. 4d. the Quarter, and
by theilate A&, for a time certain; Duty free's
in all which, as was before obferved, ‘the In-
gereft -of the Farmer was remembeéred as well as
the Neceflities of . the Poor. - T
- -And, here +it may not be¢ amif§ to. confider
more it large: the/'Circumftances; and general
Method of Marketing; of our prefént-Farmers,
or Growers of Corn, 'and theé Merchants, Fac- "
tors, :and others, -concerned in this Trade. =
‘Ndw the Farmers may . be divided ‘into four
Claflés, wiz. the ;poor Farmer, the -Farner in
moderate -Circumitances, the Farmer: in good
Circuniftances, and-the rich Farmer. ;
1. Thie poor Farmers, who -are ‘very nume-
rous, with- great Difficulty and J.abour, and
feldom without fome: Credit, as-well from fhé
Shopkeepers, -as their L.andlord, are able to fub-
fitt themfelves and -Families -till after H;arv_eft;

-and their Crops are ‘generally all threthed, fold,

and gone before Chriftmas, or by the Time thieir
Lands are in order and the Seed put.iato the

‘Ground for the next Year’s Crop.~ = .

2. The Farmers in modefate Circumftances,
whofe Neceflities, neverthelefs, are -fuch, that, -
as ecach Seed-time, every Quarter, and Fair

B2 ’ cume

o R T TR




IR A e e BN e, DL T

e e T e LR et e S

( 12 )

come round, they are obliged to raife Money

to defray the Expence, pay Rent,: or buy -in

tive Stock, and, if they have any Corn left in
"_May, -they. think themfelves well off. o fe

- 3. The Farmers ingo‘odCircum&ances," who

‘generally: have it in their Power, after feeding

gheir Lands, paying Rent,, purchafing live Stock,

_and. paying all .other - Expences - through - the

Year, to referve:a few Loads.of Wheat to fell
in, or after Harveft, in. order to bear the Ex-
pence thereof, and in Expeétation, if the Seafon
fhould prove bad, to. make-a- better: Price than
before Harveft: ek RN
4. Therich Farmers, who are in a Capacity,
'as to Fortune, to keep the whole,-or the great-

vt

eft part- of their Crops, the Year ‘over, - {pecu-

late on the Markets, threfh.out and fell when,
they like. the Price. - Thefe: in fome meafure
forve at their own private Expence - the fame
Purpofé as. public Magazines, and without
miany ill Confequences which might attend fuch
Magazines, keeping a Quantity-of Corn-in the
‘Nation, and the Markets»from..being"r-unreafo—
nably dear; and, whatever may be ' thought;
thefe Wlen fcarcely ever have it in their Power,
however in their Will, o diftrefs the Poor 3 -for
their Numbers - are” but {mall,: ‘comparatively
fpeaking, and-the Wafte made by Vermin- makes
their Expence in-keeping it very great;:-and fre-
‘ QUéntly--t?brceis‘ them to market fooner; than: they
_might otherwife intend - to go.. ~ - - - :
. The next; thing to_be- confidered is the Pre-
fervation of Corn’ when-grown, :both . for Ufe
and Sale, and in-this regard is to be Had both to
Quantity - and Quality.  Such Quantity fhould

(.13 )

be always in the Nation as will be fufficient for
the Confumption of the current Year, andialio
to fupply any accidental Deficiency in the Crops
and this muft be kept, either.in. public - Maga-
zines, ‘or private Hands. -How.far. the Farmers
keep; or can keep, may be. obferved from-the
Account: of their ufual: Method. of - "T'rade, as
before: related, from which it may: be gathered

B that the Sale in the  fore part of the Year,.or
jmmediately after Harveft, is. more -than. the

Confumption, and if the Excefs is not then laid
up-in Granariés, the fame would be, in-all Pro-
bability exported, and:Corn before the next
Haiveft become {carce, and confequently dear.
But ‘this is provided - for and prevented by
A& 15 Car.1L: which: enables, or impowers,
all Perfons to buy, and lay it up; in confequence
of which many fubfift .by ftoring up this-Excefs
at their own Rifque, and the Public,- or Legii-
lature, havéfeldom_ any Neceflity to -take any
care about it, and were never yet (at-leaft {inee
thi§ A& pafled) obliged to form. Magazinesy
which,. “if ever they fhould: be obliged to do,
might become a very great Difcouragement to
Tillage, and ‘the Corn Trade, and in the End
make Corn déarér than before, as the Farmer,
feeing large Quantities. collected together in one
View, ‘might imagine Corn would never bear a
Price for the future, and the Fear of the Maz-
ket being fpciled by the. Magazines being open-
‘ed'would. prevent all private Perfons from keep-

ing a fufficient ‘Quantity by them, to carry on - .

their Bufinefs with Profit,. and confequently the
Trade would decline, or be in a manner lett off,
~which might be attended. with many other ill
Confequences; at prefent impoflible to be known,
- , or
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~off all his Profits for that Time.

(a4, )

-ar forefeen, Neither.can that Care be.staken to -

~preferve the Corn from:Corruption;: Decay, .or
-being - diminithed " or deftroyed :by: Vetmin, -in
fach public Magazines, as in private Hands,
-and - confequently the Goodnefs of :theoQualit:
~eannot be fo well prelerved ; for they will fel -
«dom:be emptied more than once a Yoar, and all,
who know the Corn Trade, know how difficult
1t isdn this Climate to:preferve Corn f{weet, after
it is out of the Straw, for :the ‘whole Yegr
'eru‘nd.'__, C L S
“But in’ private Hands,: though :the Quantity
'r:nay-b‘c, -and generally is, as large as it would
be in public Magazines, yet it is always circu-
lating, . by many fhifted once a Month, ‘and
by fcarcely any lefs:.than three Times a Year; in

~Confequence of which ‘the Corn hath no Time

‘to-decay, and the Vermin, fuch as Rats .and

- Mice, are too well watched to be permitted to

deftroy it; for were the private Tradér.to fuf-

fer them to make much Wafte,  or the good
- Quality of but a fmall Part of what he circulates
‘in the Year to be fpoiled, by the natural De-

<cay of the Corn, which is very apt to heat,

~and thereby introduce an innumerable Army of

Worms, or Weavils, it might bid fair to wipe

The Preparation of the Corn for Food, by

. grmdix)g’and,baking, is the next Confideration :
- regard to both which our Parliaments have
- very Proper’ly and judicioufly interfered ; where
Corn is ground for Hire, punithing the Miller
.3f he takes more than his juft: Due for Toll,

though the grinding being now in moft Places

vPa‘id;for-vink;Monéy, thefe Laws-are ~but litcle
© known; and- where Bread is baked for Sale,

" fixing

: ( {“I 5 ;. ) : I
fixing the Adlize; ‘or Weight of the -Penny. and;

other Loaves, .according to the Price of the-

Grain,: Meal, -or Flour,, of which the fame is

made, having; regard to. the Sort. or- Finenefs..

of the-Bread, by which the Poor are; or ought

to be, fatisfieds Asto the Baker,. he hath no..
more than a reafonable Allewance ; and'if he -
attempts any Fraud, the Magiftrate has it-in.

~his Power to punifh him for the fame. .

It were hard to.fay which. of th chradcs

lies under the worft Imputations at prefents
fome of them are of a.ferious Nature, many.
trifling,  and many contrary te common Senfe. .
What Truth there is in-any of them, doubtlefs,
the Parliament will enquire, and.caufe thofe tobe .
properly punifhed who have offended againftany -
Law now in - being, and provide fuch Laws
as may feem proper toprevent fuch Male-prac- .
tices in both Trades for the future, as the pre- -

{fent Laws will not reach.

‘What has been- already faid: might ferve to
give 2 general Idea of the'Corn Trade; yet it ..
may not be improper to: be a little more parei- .

~cular in regard to the Method in which it iis

carried on- by Merchants and Fa&ors, Meal-

men and Meal-factors,” Millers and Bakers.

Now, Corn may be confidered as a Mer--

chandize, net only in regard of the Exportation

to, and Importation: of it from, foreign Parts, .
but alfo in regard to the buying and tranfport- .
ing it- from one Part of the fame Kingdom to
another 3 fince in many Parts much more .is -
grown than" the  Inhabitants can confume, and
in many others enough is not grown for the

Ufe of. the People 5 and'Merchants and Faétors

are employed-in this Bufinefs, either buymg el

their
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their oWh Atcounts;, Or by Coimmiffion, . as

Opportuniity’ offérs. ~ And this muft always -

have been’ the Cafe, asthe Members of Cities
and large Towns being employed about other
Affairs, and oftén' dt a great Diftance from the
growing Céuntiés, can neither have had Leifure

thefe Purvéyors, Laders, Badgers, Kidderss

& Carriers, mientioned in'thé old Statutes, muft
have been Men etiployed in the fame fort of

Bufinefs as ‘our prefént Merchants- and Factors
are’s nor was-the Statute,” 5";and“6'_l§d'c‘egcz];d V1.
made to-give rife to, but toregulate,’ their Me-

thod of Trade, foine evil Practices having crept in
among them, which® were: rather increafed by
that Law' than removed, as appears by 5 Eliz.-
all which Regulations feem to have been réndred

ufélefs; orrather répealed by Statute 15 Car. 11.
as was before-obferved, and the Corn Trade
~left in a Manner free. -

" Itis not ‘to be fuppofed that‘theﬁ;lMéfc‘hdn:ts.

" and 'Fa&drs are ‘averfe to large Profits, “or that *

they will not get what ‘they ‘can’” for théir Trou-

ble’; but théir Number feems ‘toc "great “for -
them- ever ‘to combine;” by refufing” to fell at
reafonable Prices, to opprefs the People. For

as theCommodity they deal inis perifhable, fhould

they ever havefucti Thoughts, they might lofe -
more by the Corn growing worfe, than gamn by °.
the Contrivance; beforé ‘they could attain their

Ends. 1fay not that itfis impoffible, that At-

. temgf‘ts‘of this kind may be '}fometir’r}'e‘s: made i’qf
particular’ Places, but-then th’ey""wﬂl g§f}¢fa}IYx
turn out to the Lofs of fuch Schemers, ‘whillt
the Poft is regular, and: the Corn’ Trade con-

' tnues frce s for Intereft-nevet fleepsy and 'évery -

Ad-

nor Opportusity to ferch it theinfelves 5’ and -

| (17 )
“Advance of Price is quickly known.to all Dealers,
.and a Defire of tharing in the Profit will foon
overftock the Market. ~ ~ - oo o

. Mealmen :and,, Mealfactors are employed in
Meal and Flour, as Merchants and Factors are
in_Corn, and, often have -Mills  of “their own,
aho’. they fometimes: hire ; but inthe laft Cafe
the Miller is. but-a yery inconfiderable Perfon,
bargly living when Corn is_in Plenty round his
Mill, and at other Tiies being greatly diftref-

Med which hath been the Reafon that many of

them, who could raife aCapital, have engaged
“in the Meal and FlourT'rades,adding to theirold
‘Ogeupation thofe of Mealmer, and Mealfators.
- Having mentioned the Word Capital, it may
‘not be improper. to- obferve, that to:carry on
‘every- Branch of the Corn and Flour Trades, a

~much larger - Sum of Money is required than

~may commonly bé imagined, but will eafily be
“bélieved, when it~ is remembered, that the
whole is paid for in prefent Money, and though -
fome Part may be returned in a Month, yet the
whole, by thofe who have any confiderable
Trade, is not returned more than three or four
“T'imes in a Year ; and he that canpot in plenti-
ful Markets lay in a Stock, but is obliged to
buy in Proportion to his Sales'in thort Markets,
will find his Trade turn out to little Account.
The following general Calculation' may ferve -
to illuftrate this ftill more. Suppofe the whole
Number of the People to be fix Millions, and
that they each eat one Quarter of Bread Corh

“yearly of thirty Shillings Value; that they
. each drink the Produce of four Bufhels, in the
fame Time, of the Value, of Ten Shillings;

that the whole Quantity of Oats, Beans and
other Corn, given to and confumed by Hor-
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fes, Hogs, Oxen, other Cattle and Poultry, -

in the fame Time; is equal in Number of Quar-
ters to half the Quantity confumed in Bread on-
lys each Quarter of which may be. valued on
‘the ' Average at fixteen Shillings : ~And Iaﬁly,
fuppofe the annual Quantity exported (though
this feems moft: liable to be doubted) is'equal
in Value to -one-Sixteenth Part of the Home
‘Confumption,* and that the Account ftands thus,
vlz. . . . . [ . . o EES

L : . Quarters .~ * . L Jte o de
Bread Corn == . w= : == 6,000,600 at 308, & 9,0C0;000,° O @

'Corn made into Drink  ~= 3,000,000 at 208, =— 3,000,000 0O
“Qats, &c. for Cattle' & Poultry 3,000,000 at 165, ‘== 2,400,000 0 "0

1Total of the 'H'bmc' .anfumpt'iqn, Value Lo }4,460,0(7.@ 00
" Add the Value of ,'il 2 thereof for the Export ; ,{,'. 900,000 Q-0

&

. Total Va}ﬁc'of Corn ‘éonfumcdkand. EX§6f?€d Lo x 5'9366,006 oo

B Supéofé the Money retarned 4 Times a Year, 3 is £+ 3,825,000 @ ©

 Now let us confider, that though fome few
concerned in “the Export may have larger Deal-
ings, yet he ‘is reckoned -no fmall Trader who
returns one hundred  Quarters  weekly, and
Multitudes do not return forty Quarters 1 that
Time ; and at the fame Time let us reflect on the
Number of Pérfons who muft be employed in
the Corn ‘Frade, (to which may be “added the

Farmers and Growers,” who probably are ten -

Titmes more -in Number. thar the others) “and

it may. then be eafy to. judge how far it.may

be ‘like'y -they hould all-combine to ‘ivhance
- the Price, mope than tlie Smallnefs of the Quan-
tity' may require;’ as the leaft of them all,’in

ST R . fuch

(. 19 ) :
fach Cafes, who thould fell thrétigh Fear,”Ne:
ceflity, or Inclination, would break the Knot.
It is true, an Opinion or Prepofleflion that
Things" are fcarce may fometimes accidentally--
run through the Body, and raife the Price, but
nothing but a real Scarcity can fupport it; and:
though perhaps, the Steadinéfs in the Price of

~ Corn may be'deemed a'certain Proof of its being.

in Plenty 3 - yet this: Steadinefs may,.in a great
Meafure, be preferved, - if not fometimes pro-.
cured, by the Magiftrates, as will be explained
below. : - ' s TR

~~ And here it may not be amifs .to take No-

tice, how much the Generality of  People differ -
in Opinion, in regard to the whole Quantity
grown, and the Proportion which the annual-
Produce of Corn in this Kingdom bears to the -
Confumption, ~ or- rather what the latter bears.
to the former ; it being very common to hear -

Men of good Capacities and Underftanding - af-

fert, that we commonly grow enough in one
Year to ferve two, often three, nay fome dq not.

" {fcruple. to advance, : that:in one good Year we

grow enough to ferve feven Years. . In fome:
particular Parithes:this poflibly may be true,.
but it is very. far from being the Cafe through-

‘out the whole Kingdom. . Let us only fuppofe

we grow enough to ferve fifteen Months, Nowy
to make the Thing plain, we fay, that in twelve .
Months we confume twelve Quarters, . and we’
{fuppofe, that the Export-and Diftiller. together:

take off one Quarter and half more,. which 'is

beyond the Truth; in this Cale thqwhéle,;-ufe& :
and exported, will amount to thirteen Months:
and a half, and we have one Month and-a, half
left ;. which, even fuppofing our Account in.
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( 20 ) _ ‘
regard. to the ‘Confumption as above, to exceed ;-
the Truth, one:fixth Part will in-ten Years»
amount to twelve Millions of Quarters, and be
worth as. many Pounds at leat.  Now, we had’
ten as good Years as ever were known In Suc--
ceffion trom 1741 to 1751 3 nay, if the com-
mon - Opinion ‘is right; we have had fixteen.
But where was the Corn feenin 17512 Or what’

‘is become of it now? Let us refleét on the

Appearance of Stacks and Fulnefs of Barns' after”
Harveft in every Year, and then fay,‘wherq.fuch
a Quantity could lie concealed, either in the:
Straw, or out. It could not be’hid. Corn,

even, when threthed, isa very bulky Commo-.
dity, and requires much Room to be properly’
preferved 5 and when lately it happened that a.
great Quantity - of Wheat was imported into

ZLondon at once, which could not:be above forty
thoufand Quarters, the whole Importation not
amounting to Seventy, and the Merchants, who
could not meet- with Sales, were obliged to lay
it up, they found it extremely -difficult to get
fufficient Granaries for -that purpofe ;- and yet a
‘Gentleman in Appearance took the Liberty to
fay, and that tdo in a public Inn, that, of his
own Knowledge, one Man had engrofled and

laid up Wheat enough to ferve the City of Lon--

don “and Suburbs three Months; which is at
leaft 150,000 Quartets, and was worth - at that

Time near £.400,000. So.aptare Men to talk .

freely of what they have fo lictle Knowledge.
. The forementioned Calculations are exclufive:
of the ‘Seed; which -is -at leaft equal to one

~tenth ‘Part of the Growth, -and, almoft every:

Year, whilft it: is putting into the Ground, oc-
calions fome fimall Rife in the Markets ;- and the.
O R . Mouths

Produce is leflened bya Failure in the Crop, of

{ 21}

Mouths of the clamorous are then open againft:
the Engroflers;  but they don’t confider, that,.

at that Time, -the Demand :is more than: dou-: -

ble to-what it isat other Times; neither need the
Quantity ufed for Seed. be taken Notice of,:
when. we confider :how' much more the annuyal-

only one fixth Part, than is taken off; on an
Average, by both Diftiller and Exporter. . ..
In the firft Calculation we {fuppofed the - Quan--.

" tity ufed by the Diftiller to be comprehended:in.
that ufed for Drink, and in the fame Account

the Export is reckoned at only one Sixteenth of. .
the Confumption. - In the laft-we reckoned

both together to amount to one Eighth of the.

Confumption. - Both thefe Eftimations -werg {o:

made in order to give the gieater Face of -Pro-.

bability to the Argument. .~ . -

- Now, {fuppofe the annual Produce of an Acre’

in common, befides Seed for. the next Year, is- -

three Quarters, and that one Eighth, in com-:
mon, is taken off by the Diftiller and Exporter,

that is,- three Buthels; and then, fuppofe the -
Crops fall fthort one fixth Part; amounting to* -

four Buthels; .by this Means there will be a
Diminution of one Third more than the whole

~ Quantity taken off by the Diftiller and Export-

er, on the Average, which, -perhaps, may not

have been.-enough confidered. = | .

Let us make one fhort Refletion, and then
return to our Subje. The Exporter and Difz
tiller, whether they take off one Eighth, or.on-
ly one Sixteenth of the Produce; -are large Cuf- -

tomers, - and give great Encouragement to il
lage ; for whatever aay be thought to the con-
trary, the Quantity fown will beer a Proportion,
to the Demand ; and if one Eighth, or one Sist~
teenth
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teenthy of the Pemand is taken away, -the

¥armer- finding- his Stock t_foo’_l,;irg?,’-"‘-» wil-l.co‘nw-li
trive: to leflen it by growing léfs; as, on the

cco'ﬁt'i‘a‘ry, ~ he  will endeavour :to' grow more,

when the Demand‘increafes; and for this Reafon-
ir- dear Years, the Demand being, at leaft in’
Appearance, increafed, a mucharger Quantity
is always: fown ' ‘and though this for the pre-:
. fent ftilk helps.to increafe the Scarcity, it never-.
thielefs makes . Provifion for- gréater Plentythe

enfuing Year., ~The Quantity of Corn‘in. plen-’ |

giful Years + exported and diftilled: may- be |
compared.to' the Expences of a Man'of Fortune:
i Diverfions ‘and Amufements, 'for which he’
takes Care to provide the proper Funds, as well
as for Neceffuries's but thefe increaling, he is’
content to-forego  his Pleafures; - and applies:
what was provided for them, to fupply his:
Wants, and - by that'Means finds® Comfort,
when otherwife he” would have been ‘in Dif--
grefs.. o :
. But to return to ‘our Subjech. o
- The Method in which Bakefs carry on their
" Trade is different, aceording to their different Si--
guations. - Many, -in- Country Plices, buy all'in
Corn, -and have it: ground, either on ;iz{_:;re, or-
at Mills of their own: Some buy only Part 1n'

. h ol P e ” 1 , I -
- Corn, and Part in Flour, orr Meal, as Uppor-

tunity offers 3 whilft "others buy:all “they Ufe,
in London more particularly, in Flour of the

© 4 °Tf thefe Réfle®iornis are right, neither Exporter or Dil-:
tiller fhould -be too' much. -difcouraged, : and thcg_Dxﬂ)xl}er;
Fwhile Spirits“are ufed] fhould havg the Preference in »Imn(;
ef Policy; fince, it is faid, he pays ﬁ{(teen Shillings an 1
upwards for Liberty to ufe what the Exporter hathlarge
Cums for taking away. S L : ;

~(23) |
Mezalmen, . -or. Mealfattor ; and. thefe laft .are
moft capable to make good Bread for a Con-
ftancy ; for the.Mealmen buying larger Quan-
tities,. and . the Mealfactor having many Sorts
to fell, ' they: fcarcely ever ufe the Flour of ‘ohe
Sort of Wheat alone ;  and. the Advantage this
gives them, is:inconceivable 5 for a Number-of
Sorts judicioufly. ‘mixed, by the mutial ATif-
tance of ,their different Qualities, arifing from
the various Soils on which' they grow, will. do
much- better- than almoft’ any . one Sort ‘alone.
.Whereas the Baker, who buys Corn for himfelf, is
always obliged to ufe what he hath . bought, ‘tho”>

- his Judgment may have deceived him ‘in the

buying, for the Market may net have enabled
him. to provide himfelf with fuch ‘as in Quality
he may have defired, or having been’ bought
good it may be by Accident,debafed in grind-
ing, each of which Circumftances will at different
Times be :the Cafe; and when any of them
happen to the Mealman, he will have better Op-

Meal fora Coarfer Ufe. . .

~o

~ When the Bakers =havef'ipi‘oii;ided','tﬁe W hcar,

portunities of helping - himfelf, by. felling fuch

- Meal, or Flour, to.make Bread, they are, or
‘may be, bound to make jt of fuch Weight, .or

fell it atfuch Price as the ‘Magiftrates fhall or-

der, who arg authorifed by Law to fér the

fame, according to the Price which the. Grain,

. : S0 B PR . RN
Meal, or Flour, whereof it is-made; bears in
the Market, common “or réafonable Allowance

being made them for their Labour; and this

‘Power of the Magiftrate, dif{:i‘ée;ljy exercifed, may
‘be of great Ufe in_checking the tuo great Fluc-

tuations in the Marker, I

N e i




om

| (24 )
Wheat mufc alter four ohillmgs ‘in the uiat-
; e Price of the Peck Loaf to vary t tWo
< Loﬁf being ge-

1e‘Maclﬁ'x‘at
of Bxead as i had va-
'S ] eme&mbuna to

3

m s ah Oppoitumty of d¢
~of “three’ Months, by giving, the ! Baker; ‘when
she hath fuﬁ'ered Forthe like Timie tt

© s, i ch ‘mote than V_the ,
Jowance, . as, will_ make tip thie AD1ﬁ“e:ence ‘to
~ him and, on. the contrary, ‘mo.f,,rfbm hg;}-}
f;when the Publxc ‘hath Tofféred. e ‘
.+ 1t is true the. ‘Table of Affize. _héth prbvxded
for:an, Alteration, ot one Pen; ;he Peck, yvlnch
-5s two Shillings in the’ Quarter of ‘Corny ' in re-
gard to whxch the Magxﬁrates may. fometxmes
’ Proceed in'a . difcxet;or)al Manner,” as “before
~hinted. in ‘regard to four Shllhngs  But they
d it 1mpefﬁﬁle, mah ites for alonor

i “and fall’ no’ ‘more than

PP , Vugh; it xs’p

?ffth'at ;the_ Wll}_bé obliged :to yaly more '

.;,pen, and the Magiﬁlam hould “exercife’ their
.. Power-with tco much hxac‘}, {§ in “fixing the
“Affize of Bxcad, it may deter thofe who have
Goods

omg within the “Space

(25 )

Goods, preparlng ‘or “prepared, from bringing
them: to Market, ‘and-make as. fudden- and: con+
fiderable an +Alteration;. the' other. Way,. which
it mxght be . equally: “imprudent in‘ them to.fol-
low infixing. the Price of Bread, .as it 1mght
tend to alarm the Farmer, and: make him for a
‘Time withhold ‘his.-Carp. Complamts againft
the Farmers for: w¢thholdmg in Times, of Scarci-
ty ;are: hever wanting;-and yet .our Parl; aments
Have ‘not, s we: know of, thought, 1plOper to
make: aily Laws to! compel them to; feil 5. for
which: doubtlefs they had g ¢cod. Reafons.: And
Laws of’ this. fort feem, needlefs, fince the Far-
'mers-are obliged to,contrive the Matter fo, that
their-whole.Stock .may.. be " fold. by E Tarveft, to
make: Room for the; glowmgi.Cmp, and the
returning ‘Demiarids thiey all, except,a very few,
have" for, “Money, - eaule fome. of them :every
‘Market Day to {ell fome Species of Corn or
‘other; ‘and.: thereby as- regulan and. continual
fupply:in general is! found, : as icould poflibly
‘be idealt out under, the: Dueéhon of ‘any Law.
And, ¢ from fome Years: Obfervatlon, ~we: are
;perfuaded, that’if the Stock " in . the | Farmers
‘Hands- had: béen afnually taken Account of at
‘Chriftmas, . Eafer,. or -any other, Time, nearly
the “fame - -Quantity of the Crop would, have
‘been found: exhaufted::each- Year at- the fame
‘Time; and pelhaps miore wouldhave been. found
‘exhauﬁed ‘both in very plentiful. Years and very

féarce Years, than in thofe of- moderate Plenty
1n the firft Cafe more Corn muft. be fold to raife

the - like Sum, - and  in. thelaft the Increafe of
Money feldom equals the Shortaefs of the Crop,

:and .- many  Farmers find.- their. :Barns empty
~ before they have raxfed the neccﬁ"ary Sums. But
| Do
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o hain | - more, and fomet_lmes Jefs to! ‘the Baker, keep the
| ; f’c{z’ady, e PTac%SJw;hére they
1y ever fijof

:lct;us ;fuppofc (the Farmer muTlmes
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largements“, gl Notlce' bemg tHerein taken what
Price Flotir' thould l’cee’med o) bear m:'*'PrOe
portion’ ,
‘might’iot be-amif iS‘tO explam*thc Mefhod whith
thould béj-‘ta“ Eiting he Aiﬁzewout of‘

a€ uantit mxmh ’ xpﬁrt ],
ﬁa%us 13’ the Facc fbeforc next'ljlar ei’c
willbe rephed ‘a, rea{'onable Wr.hh__o]dm” '.'.
bbe right,. but they alWays carry. it .to_a wick
"\ We allow this. Cafe Poﬁibl bgt

' - Gain.,are always

in’ many ‘P | ~ bec
feems’ not“ex})h(lt eno' [
‘mdy’ tequire g aréat’ Cal,e :

iftrict the *ﬁtme fhould be v
ery” ‘Hundred ‘may:-do’;’ but,"ir fdems;ia A
“Dilldnée tound ‘every Corpm ation! [1ﬁ re-
gard ,ﬁoﬂd i Would bé beﬁ :f it were t '
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mg Necemtx' Sy, 'though fome few may

ried by Ay : {o far_as. 10, wn:hholdr

nably y"t muach._the : greater- Part, preL
nd | ‘ged byF : wﬂl '
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i1} be. generally;ﬁfound e in fc:
0. thel Tinie of the Years
y _acc1d¢ntal';j‘. %1 ¥
Oh; wxchh 1d 1o

its NC] c!mbourhood

L O Accounf thcreof ’_wrl :

4“":' ap 1 1pC 3
he, Powe of _thc \Mauw

d P,,ar
or}e Txme wtth another, the ’\eemh~

' ther, he., ]
<apd no, m '
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inteh
and that, whatever.may be.in the Willof particular -

~canbe” del‘Wered How h,f‘ﬂiﬁer'
_cular inflances, they,.may, bc‘lmp oved. [

"‘nfumér,‘,ﬁi id hats: ”ght
: have been egsrded ‘by:fe-
i thxs“Day,

WhCl

soft oF ‘thofefwho have wrote:! upon rhxs

vSiibJééfE’f"ha;%'?fﬁééﬁ? miftakén yaprobably; from

confidering the Corn Trade: and' Laws as, they
repard ‘or’ affect afticular Places, ‘orParts
of the chrdom only;; whereas all'Tiaws; made
for thefe of ‘the whole Nation, Ihould be: Con-
fidered in-a more ehlarged View. 141 =

It is not intended to infinuate, . that thc Corn
Trade wants no Regulation, or the Laws re-
latmg thereto.no Explanation ;.or, Amendment,

~ and that the Dealers inCorn are 2 fort:of righte-

ousMen,i® Who Want o~ Reftrairt of ¢ *looking
’edva_;_;SOn] Th that

enc 1 ,
ded’purpofe, than s commoxﬂy 1mag

»by the Nature ef the; Com~

fomen,- -nd; W é‘reh f“uliy{p, .fuadé_, 5.0 Leer
Laws dn generals for thesconduébing) thiisi \_ffmr

reﬂeé’t once more upon what they :(uy

T R S s e

' Exportatxon of what can be; Apared

* duty,: as whil

20 entér’ Smy
forslefs than-Seventeen - Pence Exglifh a Birthelsywvith, all the

(29 ) e
To the Earme \-—:—Tlll You'l'rkand’f aﬂd f@éiﬁnpt

havmo {o great aPlenty. as, tosbga Burthen and
lofs: tb yous, for we will;give: auBQunty ;‘for thc

To the-People:
tation-of Corn, for;when, it; begins to, leal
the Bounty fhall.ceafe. #;.and when it is dear, it
thall’ be xmported atfuch.a nqoderate;and : oper

Be not; uneafy at-the B pQr.

as;not to diftrefs you,. ihall yet prevent fé;
a: quann y being: thrown in,.-as may,deter: our
armers from Txl]aoej: nay, evea.wvhen

-y Williah and Mmy 5
How>far the Farnmier maytby Exportation, for whlch
we gf_ve a Bounty, ‘be prompted -to;:till,- or: /by the Prohibi-
erally, or. abfolutely, or :by:the Fear- of
1fcourage rom Tillagé, our Legil-
-and “ the * following’fhbit ' Piéce “of Hiftory,
commumcated rto e by \a Gentleman; whoiwas an Eyeé-
witnefs of the Fa& :may ferve-to fhew their. W1fdom -aud
,ch are p) 'ov‘ded for hat

-Years ago] {ufferedia‘more gencral "Exportation of :Corn‘to

be carrxegi ony.-afid-more openly, than .any.of his Predecef-
d ; :

fomuch that three {hundrc 'sze;zc/) Ve eﬂ’els,

w:aVBaymto‘load Corniantd Whezitwas thew foid

Expences in putting. the fame, on Board, mcludcd .
From thefe open Proceedmgs, the _)'amzanes a0 éf) le

ook the Alam, preténded ‘thar all'the Corn-wis ‘ot to

be’ ekported - 2Rd that they, in conféquence, Wmuht beiftarv-

edistandsiite Gogflantinopleysgrew {oi matineus, cthat:; thoy

could not be, appeafed:till the, Vizir vgas ﬁrangigzd v hi
Body Ehmwn out to them. e
His Succeflor took pamcu]ar Lavehiot 1 fp\l't on ihe ‘fhifie

~ Rock, and weuld {uffer no Exportation at all; many of the

F armers,

great |
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Tothe- Corn Merehants, Fadtors, - Mealmen,
. aﬁd”a"-ll"&:’ icerned and employed iny
wranfporting "Coth’ ‘and Flour from -the growing
Cou t 'Parts whereithe’ Confumptxon

2 tofuc
xcceds ‘the Growth, ‘and’ colledting it for Ex-
> 109_“when ?vallOWCd ————Proceed fl eely

! pe;mdjr of themlllves conc cxve,Y
ed*Men‘for ‘bad* Purpofes, or for ‘wa
lnforfnatlon, may pfu’l?cf 3 ahemfelves with] fhould
make thein “interrupt’ you, and forubly take
away, or fpeil your Jmpcrty, ‘the Place *, where
fuch Interrupuon happens, thallipay the Damaoc,
or thofe who do'it thall be punithed:’ But let'not
thxs promlfe of prote&xon and recompenfc be'fo

| ilk

Earmcrs, who lo" ked_ oq the Exportatxon as thezr greateft
Demand, negle Tillage, 'to fay heir Re*ns, whichin
that Country are'patd eicher “in’ Kmd; or in- Proportion‘te

theii Crops,- to fuch a‘Degree, thatin lefs thanithree Years,

the {ame: Qlannty of - Corn,: which, in-time - -of ; -Export,
fold: for. not quite, Seventeen Pence, : .was worth more;th:
Six S vxllmgs, and . the D:ﬁreﬁes of the People in Sm;rn)a
were {ich, that’ every ‘Bakehoufe, and Magazine of Corn,
“was obliged to'have 4 military Guard, -which touk care that
BO ONE’ Perfon thould :have.more, than a fixed (Lann Y3 and
fo firi&tly was this Ordcr obferved that an: Fzzg/z//a Shlp, in
the Turkey ‘Trade,, was de ed from faxlmg fome time
for want ‘of Bread: o e A =

~The'ill Confequer‘ces of thefe Proceedmg_, Wwere not:fe-
moved An: many; Years;-and. to this: Da), the Fate.of the
Vizir, -asan, unfortunafe. good Man, is Tamented:

While we have a Parliament, ‘we n 5t fear’ fuch 111
Conféquences from-the miftaken Notions ‘of the People; or
_the Fatmer; but, ‘within: Memory;y the Péopley in_more
Partsiof :Great-Britain: than:one, Have procceded, to Extre-
. mities upon .as mlﬁaken Principles, as the. People at “Con-
ﬁa}ztmoﬁfe did in- the Cafe above related, and which, if
““they had not been timely checked, m'ght have proved as
-much to their own Difadvantage. -

211 George 11,

ATATL TR limeen e

[

" Lord Prefident, ‘or Lord Privy'! Seal, fhall beione,

cgr )

'''''

11" receivied, :and ‘ungratefully: recurhed. by ymu,:

as to. mduce you to. ende,avour,,to get, am,
oriab 'ain, and o, oppr : the. Pog

ions iy, however ‘well tbey inten
afled: either- for or againft you, or. for
'prop {Informatlon may give 1mpr0p
ders, but by the Kings Privy:Council
‘great: Officers of State, or any. ‘Seven: of
of whxch the Lord Chancellor, Lord Treé

who being beft apprifed. of what is. ﬁt to be done
throucrhout the whole Realm, and in every Part
thereof are, for that reafon, the moft capable t0
g, the _only pmper Perfons to* bc‘;f‘ uﬁcd
in.what b ‘thls affair: K
In reo'ard to the' Bakers, it s ‘true,. W€
uf’ced thém to Magll’crates of' ‘Corporatlons and
0 ave ‘a cleat” Rulc

rwhtly, 'th_ ¥ may procCed; jith 1

dom and Sdfety, as all’ Others-may,, in: the car—
ihg o their: ‘Branch & theé'Corfi Trade. .-

In chig foall’ Compafs may be feen a gene

V1ew and’ Purport of . moft of eur Laws relating

"to the Corn “Iradé, [excep i

N and - Mealu esj

[

and * which it

hi i fvems- nec'éf;iary to be 1‘2‘313‘t apar f)
A&Mof Palhament 3 m Wthh

| f'a.r:

‘thofe regardin g

(ﬁuxcepc the’ Bakmo -

s e e

Pliedlr sttt R

ot

g o e e 2
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are,bold to; {3y, thq geng:rgl Plan cam;xot be im-

";l‘j{,f'“*', ‘11“

Here.. -Queftion; naturallyi

;amfeﬁ,}' OV ’and

in what Refpé&s, can thofe. Amendmergts* in

our. Com Jaaws be, made T;v‘ his, of! myfelf
I prefume to fay little, . :
from':’fomﬁ: able, Men, , w

ucee

Let the; Bounty on. . Wheat It
per: Quarter,( and.on other Gra 0 P;oportlon,
and . payable.. on. Wh heat- to. 40s...; Rye 10.:26s.
Barley.-and Malt to .20si yet when they exceed
thefe. Prlces, +and.do.not. exceed: the. old E;gporﬂ
tation Prices,ilet hem bc freely exporte and
‘when. .they exceed thofc Prlces, let Exporta on
.ceafe, except as ought to be excepted, and then
let.Corn:be 1mportedg at. the, prefent Iow,‘Duties,

till it fhall have nfen, .Whe_ ;)
-other: Gram in Proportxofx 3% and ;,‘;a e}r that, Du-
Y- free,. takmo Care- B
pofitive, ~but: that th(: Km
his; Councxl

,hen,Vhe',_
_Corn may be un . ‘ P
_may:, forbid.. theqli,xpartanon “of ev¢ry or any

~low Duityi-or/Daty

7:havc: heard -efpécza‘l “Cafe * of;” »vx,
they: affirmy, tormerly to have been the Cai 51
to protect, at all Times, Perfons who may be
“engaged in‘cartyiig Corn,’

(33 )

Price, when no. fuch Certificate is in Force in

any Port, being' ftill 'obfeived]” permitting-the
Export w1thout Bounty, flopping the Expoita-
,tlon, andf\perfhxttlﬁgf’;’thé’?Impéita N1E a he

ought torbeit _\keh

UThwo Thmgs, theyr i)l‘etend
: g adamft ‘the

Bousty beitig Pa

or’ Flour, “from ‘orie
Pait of the ngdom to-anothery that the whole
mdy have,” as near ‘as- may’ be; an equal Share

ofthe: Bleﬁincs _of Prov:dence 5 otherwzfe, whilft
a Bounty may‘* be- paying in -one. Place for.the
f ‘Corn, ‘anothers Part of sthe

Exportatio
Kingdonyimay: almoft: fuffer Famme" -
for thie-general Laws about' Corn.: B

_Asito the Tuaws about- Malty'. it would be
needlefs 0 mem\onthem here, ﬁncc they, in their

So much

Execution;, are'uindertheCommiiffionersof Excife.

An recrard to the Laws aboutMaerts, they feem i
nét full or explicit enough of to be grown by the |

Alteérationsof, Times in‘a manner ufelefs; or raz

ther: 1mpofﬁb,e ‘to be- ufed ‘befides, the Statute s
and 6 of Edwaprd vi . dsfardsrelates to’ We ﬁmore»

gt ar ey

e

o mm e i

Specxes thexeof fo ATlme o'b
to:prevent Con ‘uﬁon, the;
-in each Quarter S fﬁon___ , and. . vy C
“cil: ag all Timesy: have Power;.vto- n’ lire
i the Prices of: Corngin |
the: fame t0° the Cuﬁomer thereof and; let fuch
“Prices, as they fhall certify, for three Months
‘after, be his Gmde, except the Klng m Coun-,
i cil fhall order athetwife, in | gard ymg the
_Bounty, [the . Rt - Meth |

which by Afﬁdavxt, in regard to the Market
Price, |

landi Cumberlanidy Cheftery “Liancafter: and 2ok,
and:all foreignVi@uals importedy except Fiik and
. Salt, is by ‘5 and-13-of Elizaberh altered; ot re- |
pealed s by Statutes 21 ‘of 7am€s 1. and geof
Cap. 1. - till-Wheat' is'g2s. “dny Petfon miy’ buy
it *}*ln Market orﬁut of Marke andby 1% of
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i e R S

i R . oL : 3
Car. 11. this A& 1s” further altered,. as hath

been before dblerved. - TR

A Notion . hath’ fome ‘Time px“e'vfai'lzed, ‘that
buying Corn-by Sample is Foreftalling, and
contrary to Law, which feems to be a Miftake.
The Statute of Edward vi. fziys--ib plainly what
Foreftalling is, -that it may be wondered how
fuch.a-Notion could prevail. It is buying any
Thing coming, or making a Bargain for any
Thing coming, - before the fame fhall be in'the
Market, or perfuading Perfons’ coming to ab-
“frain.  MNow what hath this to do with-Sampies ?

( 35 )
¢ill a Sample is carried to the Lord Mayor,
[who. is, thereby :not only apprized of its Ar-
rival himfelf, but alfo of ifs Fitnefs for Man’s
Ule, and hath, by his Crier, an Opportunity to.
give Notice to the whole City of its ‘Arrivaly
and then grant$ his Permit to the “Perfon -re-
quefting to meafure and take up his Corn,
cither for Sale, or to jut in Grainarics]
feems to:explain this affair, and to have. been at.
firft introduged to preven S

“to prevest foreftalling.
. Regrating is felling things bought in the fame

]

tket, or within fotr Miles. thereof, = again,

In many Places it 1s not practicable to bring all M

A /

3 Jinto the Market; or, if it were; would it be : except o, -each Perfon, for his Family, -which,
i reafonable 2 Or could it ever be intended, that however, by Stat. 15, Cery; 11. may, now. be
| in fuch Towns, and many fuch there are, where | - done afterihree Months, o
o from zoo to 2000 Quarters are fold every . Mow,. however neceflary, it may be to prevent
| Market Day, and whofe Inhabitants do not 1 thofe who, [knowing the particular Sort. of
i confume 2000 Quarters: of Bread-Corn in a Corn. that their. Neighbours may want, or tak-
i‘§ ‘whole: Year, every Part of the Quantity fold - ing advantage of, fignoram,.:O.rqidlf:‘-P(;ople,,;\'2\71;1“1"ch
I ~fhould be pitched in the Market, . after having come late “to: maiket] ‘engrofs ‘what they can
been - drawn many Miles, -and that, perhaps, early in the. Morning, “and "then, out’ of pure
i thro® very bad Roads, to be drawn afterwards o Friendfhip, fpare it again on the fame Day 5 yet
‘ -Poiﬁ_b!y dnother Way as many Miles mote, nay the gene;alamd ftrit Execution of this Claufe
'R - {ometimes directly back again by the Farmer’s would be hurtful ; for who would venture, in
i own Door, o be ground, or put o Ship-board, Fondon more _particularly, to buy and lay up
i either for the Ufe. of- diftant Parts of the King- any Corn  when the Market is overflocked, if
. - dom, or foreign Parts. -~~~ he was obliged, either “not. to fell it in the fame
% - The Cuftom, which is ftill retained in Lon- Market again  at all, or not till after three

Months 3 or how would ‘that ‘Market  be fup-
lied [moft certainly very {paringly] where-any
the leaft Surplus muft cither be laid up at the

N _ don, of not fuffering any Corn to be mieafured
il . g T E . - L L.

it R o s

’E% :: é’ert;hty, yet be qur.Ha;‘veﬁs never {o kindly, .‘and our Expence;of, th‘e'lmportcr, Who 'g€1xei'dll'y wants -
gt‘; R e N ) or from D the Money, or _clfe fold for next to nothing,
o 1ome ram - rom thence, (- Ltrancej Or: vom - Dantsi : . R Gt A e R ST e s 3 &
i «" aid oiber PlaceS;importcd by the Merchant.” l‘ﬁz N So {enfible were our. Forefathers of this,. that

when Corn'was imported, if the Importer. could
not fell it but to Lofs, it might be re-exported,
' . Ea ' - payidg

teration or different  Situation, between thefe Times and
.thofe in regard to our Plenty need not be mentioned,
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wo pay'nw a fmall. Duty, oor.Cuftomy and duting given by 'a Belly or ‘othierwifé; - and: then” thofe; .
; Times of Importation. at this® ‘Day, it the Mer- ~ who'are notin’ Tlme, ‘may'b me*'themfelves. -
i cbant takes thePrecauuoq,to repart his; .Ship-for ‘ - Meafures have been attempted to be' regqlat-,;
:J, ]:._)portamon, and;ke her wmhout the - Port, ,3 ed to 'no. Purpofe, as - appea b
i he may,, 1f he dlfhkes the Prxce, g0 ‘where hei P fitice *Magna Charta, which' is ndw 500 °
i p‘I 5, LT s : | ago, by obliging all Perfons to ufe: the hke and, .
}; it: may “be : feared, " there ate “Difficiilties’ 'o"’* be
i f101 furmounted; which miay retard their’ Regulatmn;
fon ,_ as yet: foralong while. *In:the! medn time, ' if’
[ wh h,{eyery Man now s, tlll Wheat is 483 by B FE it 'were enacted, ‘that in" evely ‘Market-houfe'in
i Smtute‘ 15 Car, S P TI IS regard to Whlch en0u<rh ‘ . Great-Brztam, ‘ot ‘{fome more confpmuous Placc
hath_been faid before. SR e R | in, every Market-Town, " the 'Contents ‘of the
g this, as was before obferved‘, in Relatxon tof Buthel,:and -other Meafurea., in PVmclae/z‘er Quarts
ri the Corn Laws, it is .not.intended -to infinuate,- and Pints, thould be wrote up, and’ kept ‘conti-
1 that no Laws can be enatted, for the:better Re-  nually legible, ‘and” evety Perfon, felling Com
b gulation, of..the Markets (for, there certainly : there, fhould "be bound, without expreis men-_
ﬁv’% m;iv) but only. to:fhéw;. at leaft, .that.we think;’ ! tion- being made thereof and“in ‘Cafe 'no “éx-
thy that the old Laws. could not. have the: Imentlon,’v I prefs ‘mention be'made at the Bargain-making
‘éf m'thelr Arft Inftitution, - which fome, Men. may ] to ‘the contrary, ‘to deliver thé Perfon to whotn
z;‘,v 1magme, and_that, - till: every Market in' the S hefells the Quantity - for the’ Buthel, or other
‘}( | Kmodom is.: e*mét]y, or, .at leaft nezuly, in- the e Meafure, as {0 wrote up; and at’ ‘the fame | time
i mme ercum{‘can\ . or the: Growth.ot . Corn is N it fhould be prohibited to depart from the Ufe
i ncady the fame throu0h©ut the, whole Nation, i of the: cuﬁomary Meéafure - to. any other but
no- one ceneml AW, {eems poﬁible to be. made, the  legal, ot Mnc/ycj}er Meafure, "
11 pioperlygat all. Times,: and in‘all : l‘vLm3 “good ' Ends ight:“be- anfwered by,

alls . yer, it, may: be pre- ' this Regulation s evéry Stranger coming into'the
: ,phcatlon fxom any parti- Market would know' whdt: Meafure he'is toex-
he Paxllament Would pafs atem- : pe&: and, if Cernﬁcates of “the Meaiures ufed

1o fuit them avl 1is, to cayfe 3 cestain. ) Hour for

T Sl

sar

Jf@ ineach Market: ‘weré: "»tranfmltted to “the’ _];Lfc»
;:%f H  cifey the whole: mmht be miade'ifitoa kind of Al-

‘ﬁ{ tQ : phiabet, by WhICh every' Perfon would' be ¢nabiéd
b 'Plaees., in. the« fame, or ',ke, ercumf’mnces on S to find the: va.nousf‘fs/!eafuxes uf : d"'i"n’ every P .t
g ‘the fdme l*ootmo “That which bids. sthe fairefl . - of 'the Nation: hTee o

; ,

5 szr‘ 11, ﬁxes the Pri

i the. opemng of: cach Market-t0 be, fixed,: and:to L Gram may ‘be 1aid’ up,
%; V’make it penal: to fel -any Corn- before Notice is b as well as V\ heat, and” Stat ‘1l and Mary
4’11 N given ’ gives
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( 3% ) | ~ of Money ; an almoft incredible’ Sum, and more

< e 4 Bounty on the Exportation of Rye, Bar- o than four Times, the. Sum, paid for Bounty on
EYFS;%E%?%%&?M&I;if-fs'*,we'lf g és-fWh}e,”a;:, but- : - the Exportation of all Sorts of Cornin the Year .
ityv;ég‘tthoxiéfif‘ﬁropér" to take Notice of that | olf the ;agl';?]:teﬁ l,;x%o_r th EY?E ginov;n, gcfides

W17 in this Efay in order to avoid Prolixity.: = | the ready Money which hath been-brought inta
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S

o
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" The Prices: of 'Wheat meritioned herein are:
taken from the Regifter of Esor College, an
Abftra& of which from 1646 here follows 5
and. we will clofe the whole with a Lift of the"
Statutes above referred toyr

}
I
i
:

i

gt e et s Loy e S T IS AL M SR I A

' L,IST of the STATUTEsabOVe referred to )

. Years when pafied.

,iﬂ me ';‘646 to 1'6.5_'5.rtﬁé;:A‘v§r%ge Prigé_ ojfthe Qu‘r of Wheag 2 Ig ‘ ‘ 1534 —__‘——_‘ 25 Hen. VIIL. Cap o, Abo.ut;.;re-?
3666 to 1686 — e T 200 gulating the Price of Victuals. -~ =+ -

3 1686t 1706 | = = =25 ; g ng e Bt ot Ca

l : 1706 to 1726 —. T A4 97 | 1546 ———= 5 and awara V1. Lap. - 14.

~ 3726 01746 17107 ~ Againft Ingroffers, &e. ; L

% 746 0 7756 —

.
5

d
5

Qe

4
P

3
9

-t Dl

—
—

- e NN

i TE 1553 ———— 1 and 2 Phil. "é.'nd Mary, ALC;aP. 5
.. Licenfing for Exportation. .. .
1563 ——— 5 Eliz. Cap. 12. - Alters 5 and

———

0  Note, Thefearé the Prices of thevery beft; &
i Wheat ; befides theMeafure there is full nine Gal-- :

"6 Edward vi. In Regard to Buyers. .

lons; fo that,allowing 2s for theFinenefs, and‘one .0 vi. In Regard to Buyers. =
! Winth for the Meafire, - the :Prices will ftand . 1 1571 ——— 1 Eliz. :(;gp._xg-,Afl:ieg‘.llatc_’s_g_he
' s Wi | Exportation, . |

e 1603 ——— 1 Fac. 1. Cap. 13.. Ditto.

; L s e - 1624 ——— 21 Fac. 1. Cap. 28. Ditto, and
T A TR S trs 5 and 6 Jiard vi. 0l ore.

! B s } 1627 ———-— 3 Car. 1. Cap. 4. Nearly the Jaft
?g %-. 9 3 per Q}larger. o B A& repe’ate’d". oo h
e TS L 1660 — i2 Car. 11, Cap. 4. Relates to
In 1688, the Bounty on Exportation was Exportation. FERA LN SRR IR N

J firft given, and Wheat having on. the Average 1663 ——= 15 Car. 11 Ca}"7 ,‘;.I/):iétb;"fha‘l)d

1

| been fo much cheaper ever fince fhews, that -~ alters,” or*fufpends, 57and 6 Edward.vi. till

For the laft 70 Years-Wheat hat
been cheaper ~ — - =,

e the Law then made was a good Law, as well 5 Wheat'is 48s.

W as 15 Car. i1.. for, if only two. Thirds gf 1650 ——— 22 Car, IICap 13 Aliﬁ{);‘s}s»the
the Corn confumed in Bread hath been Wheat; i “fxporcation afier 485, paying Cuftom, and

“and the above Regifter is:trie, . the . Money, “gegulates the Meafures.. o0 wvoe oo s
which hath been faved ‘annually in that Article R O R TT e 1668
only, amounts to above a Million and half i A A G e
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1688 Y William and Mary, Cap. 1z,
.+ Gives'a- Bounty to. 48s. Repeals all Cuﬂ:om
“on Exportation, "~

_1698 10 William 111. Cap 3. Fxom

: Febmm:y 10, no. Export for one Year, .

1699 - “tv. Williem 111.- Cap. 3. From
February 12 no Bounty for 9 Months.

1706 -~ 5 Awne, Cap. 29. Grante aBoun-
ty on “Wheat Malt.

1709 ——— & /]mze, Cap 2. No Exportation
for one Year

1729 - — 2 George . Cap
the Impurta oy

1732 5 Geargu 11. Cap 12. Dxtto. -

1738 11 George 11. Lap Made Fe-
10ny to hmder Exportatxon. R

W40 - 14 Geo. 11, Capy No ExPortatz

1741 et 15 Geo. ¥1.°Cap, } for 1:Xear,

8 Regards

-

There may have been rr'iany‘ more Statutes
pafled about Com, but theie ieem t “be moﬁ
materlal S S

- The foIIowmor Papers. havmcr fallen. into rn
Hands, T take the’ leerty to, add them as-a
proper Appendlx. .

| MEMOREAL .

treffes of the Poor and labourlmT Péople.

Roxan Bonovons of Sulnd:

T is now paﬂ: aII Doubt W1th the dxf'cermng
- Partof this Nation,: that the. prefent high

tl’rlces of Grain proceed from the. great. Defi-

ciencies. that happened in the two laft Crops.
The” frft Wa ,al"“*qi“c entirely' cOnfumcd ‘before
the 1aft ‘Was“got wéll off" the Ground 3 and the
laft proves excremely deficient, both in Qzantlty
and Quality..

s thexcfore pexfe&ty ‘cvident; that an Ad—

dltzon to thé Quantity ‘can alone relieve the Dif-

this, and this only, which will reduce the pre-
fent exorbitant Price of Grain in the popu-
lous, grafing, and manufa&urmo Counties,
which never yleld’“ cdit*fufficient for their
own Subfiftence, where the Poor prefently la-
bour under extreme Diftrefs, and which, it is
too greatly to be feared;”
fome effectual Meafures be not. xm*nedmtely

taken for their Relief.
1t would. be highly proper to fufpend the
Dutiés on ‘the fmpm tation ot .e.ll kindy of Grain
S ) 4

Tt is

muft even increate, if -




s e )

#or a fimired Time, ‘in ordér to encourage the
‘bringing Corn from abroad to fupply the Wants
of, the Poor,. and -thereby to fupport the Trade
and Manufactures of the Natien, which other-
wife muft fuffer in a very high Degree. . But

attentive to fuch Meafures as will not only .re-

S

duce the prefent - Prices, and prevent their
going higher, they fhould alfo be careful to

prevent any unneceffary Confumption of foreign -

Gridin'; -~ as ‘that” muft«drain the ‘Hland ‘of fo
fuch of her Treafure, and in fome Degree dif-
~courage her, Agriculture,, and abate her Strength.
" Tothis tind it is of high Importance, that
" “the Communication be rendered as free and eafly
. as poflible, ‘from’ the growing Counties to'thole
.. who never produce enough for their own - Con-
fumpt. ' The Legiflature ought ' therefore to
_.confider,

. 3

Proceedings of the common People, “their. {eiz-
ing on the Rivers: and High-roads the Corn
- .going ] p_i*;’“_cbmiﬁgf from the public Markets
_ 6r Shipping Ports, and felling it off, ‘or.other-
. wife diftributing it as they pleafe, in open De-
fiance of the Laws. .
. Iris to be obferved too, “that thefe Proceed-
. ings demand the ftriGeer’, Attention, that they
prev ail: c}ucﬁy in the. ngV ing Counties, there-
.. by preventing the ‘?SL‘;pp'lies;;ftj‘Qm. going to the
., populous manufaCuring Diftricts, ‘which are

i real Want. ‘The Teaft Tivil that enfues from

‘va.,,'._,-\.‘,_,;v\_)“»;,n. o . P G 3 . e - ;
{uch Abufes, is inhancing the Price’in. a great

. Dégree, by, increafing the Rifk and Charge of

the Adgenturer,
i Theold Laws which were madé before Com-
merce was well underftood, thole, to wit, of
the

‘at ‘the Tame-Timé that the Legiflature thould :be |

10w to prevent the prefent riotous

| ( 43 )
the 5th and 6th Edward vi. and of the sth of

Elizabeth, - {fecem to have a confiderable Ten- -

dency to increafe the Prices to the manufaétu-
ring Counties. . They lay many Reftraints upon
the Purchafers of Corn, and fubjet thém to
heavy Penaltes, which they are_liable to incur
by very innocent Miftakes. Hence Perfons of

Charaéter - and Subftance in. many Places now

~decline all Concern or. Adventure in Grain, to

the great Detriment and Diftrefs of the Diftricts
diftant from the Places of Growth, which were
in ufe to be fupplied by their. Means, and “can
hardly indeed be fupplied.otherwife. It is true,

that,. in order to abate the Rigour of thefe Sta-

tutes, there was a Law paffed-in the 15th of

Charles 11. whereby, it was ena&ed,. cap. 7. §. 4.

¢«. That when . the  Prices of Corn_ or Grain,

< Winchefter. Meafure, do. not-exceed the Rates

-« following at the Markets,. Havens, or Places

« where the fame fhall be. bought, vz,

¢« Quarter-of Wheat 48s.. the Quarter of Rye

the

<. g2s. the Quarter of Barley or Malt 28s. the
« Qy. of Buck Wheat 28s. the Qr..of Cats 13s.

<. and 4d. ‘the Qr. of Peafe or Beans 3zs. that

¢ then it fhall be lawful for all and every:Per-
<. fon-and Perfons (not foreftalling nor felling

¢« the- fame in the fame Mariet within three
<« Months:aftex ,the:buyingv;thcrcof) ~to buy in

¢ his or their: Granarics.or Houfes, ~and. to feil
«¢ again fuch. Corn.or Grain of the Kinds afore-
¢ faid, as without Eraud or Covin, fhall have
< been bought at.or under the ~ Prices before
¢« expreﬁ'e\d; ‘without incurring _iagy.-_Péfrj.a}ty 5
¢ any Law Swarute or Ufage 10 tue Contiary
A notwithftanding.” . R

. Fa2 Thi\s‘

<« open Markets,  and. to lay up and keep in
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This A&, it muft:beiacknowledged, .does in

ibmc-%Dég‘f‘reéfmitjig‘a‘ﬁe the  A&s: of Edward and
Elizapeth:: 1Bt J1t-is to  beiobferved, - that the -
Prises:therein fpecified ibear: nos juft Proportion
‘to-euch éther - clpecially thofe ot ‘Wheat, Bar-

ley, and Oatss; 't
ter /It is ' well- known,” that Wheat and - Barley
{eldom now reachi=thefe -Prices, but that good
Oats” éxceed- the “Price at-which-they are rated
almoft.as often as they fall thort ofsit.

“The Proportion may have been: very juft at

the Time this Law was ‘made ; ‘but the Altera-

tioirin Confuimption, “Preduce,. .or Quality, has
put thofe ‘Articleson a very different Footing 3

 {o thdt riow;  when ‘Wheéat bears ‘the Price of
48si-the Quarter; ‘and Barley 28s. Oats cannot

well'be underzoor 21s.

My Kin, ©alvery ingenious’. and -accurate
Calculator, in his:;Computation of. the Land-

produc of Eugland - given by .Dr. - Davenant,
eltimates, thaty in‘a Year of -moderate Plenty, '

the ' Wheat fells 4t 28s.. the: Quarter, :Rye at
20s.- Barley at 16s. Oats at:12s..and Peafe and

Beans’at 20s. - He likewife tells us, that one

tehili' of  Defed in-the Harveft, -will raife the

Pricé ‘of Corn about three tenthsi:above the "
conitnon Rate 3 that :two: tenthsiof: Defect will *
advarice the Price eight: tenths, and- three tenths
Deficiency will advance it.about-one:and .. If”

we fuppole his Computation’ any:. Thing nearly

quf, and’ ‘that ‘the Price.-of Oats,  in ordinary -

Yedrs of Pl‘eﬁ§y3,~i-‘may:'be.i'ratéd at’ 12s.-a Quar-

ter, *furely theiradvancing above-13s.-4d: mult
very frequently happen..i: 'T'o lay: any Reftraint
‘theréfore upon the -purchzfing of Oats when at.

that Rate, is doing great Injuftice to the Far-
mers

57 thesfirft being rated av 48s. ‘the
fext at-28s. and the laft ac:1 3s.gd. per Quar-"
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sners and Landholders of the growing Counties,
as well as to thofe which always ftand.in:need

~of Supply 5 : preventing: the firft from obtaining

fo good Prices as they -might and:ought:to ob-.
tain, and the others from being fupplied fo free-
ly, and ‘on fuch. eafy.Térms;. as they would if
they were relieved from: fuch.Reftrictions..:: .. -
Tt would be: proper thereforey that .a-Review -
was made- of:‘this - Liaw 3~ thac _the buying.of
Oats .was relieved . from any‘Reftraint, except’
when they :fhall -exceed 20s.: to-21s. the Quar- -
ter, which will bring them on a par. with other
Grain contained in the A& of Charles 11, It is -
furely for the Advantage of -the whole Nagion; -

that ‘no Part-of it fhould: enjoy a. Monopoly.- -

againft another ;7 and: that'every Part thould be-
cultivated -to the: greateft ' Advantage. . -.Some
Diftrics are .found moft: proper -for- Tillages--
others for Grafing ; the Produce ~of“both: s

equally: neceflary for- the -Support of the Peo-~
ple; - The Legiflature -ought therefore, atall -
Times, “to' have in view the:rendering the-Cir~ :
culation’ of the different Produéts into all-Quar-.
ters of the Kingdom as:eafy -and:.free.from .

Reftraint as poflible ;- For.every Reftraing, muft ;i

leffen the Value to the Growers® and:inhance -

the Price to: the":Confumer ; efpecially ‘when Cht’» ;
Article confumed  is:to be-brought from Places-.
that are diftant.  The immediate: revifing. of - .

this Statute:-becomes: the: morea1x\.e':ﬁffaf}f'az~;;;Fh?ﬁ N
the Juftices: of the::Peace,  in - the Coun ies.of .

]\Taﬁbw{z&m’and -and Durbam, have. refuled to..

Agi'vef' Licences: for :the ..bUS’i,r:lgi;’i ofCan an thc W
Terms pointed ouvs by Law, though the Price .

of ‘Oats is far frorhbeing high.in thofe. Cou n- .
siesy and it is well known, that Agriculture .
R ST TRR R has, .
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has, within thirty Years paft,. fo increafed in
the firft of them, that the People cannor even
in the very worft Year, confume near the Pro-
duce of -that County : . So if fome Method is

not taken, to check the.increafing riotous Dif-

P@ﬁgmmio’f -the People thefe, and to relieve all.

Doubts and Difficulties which the Juftices may

have ip regard to the ‘Laws, the Corn there may .

be coopt up in the Fands of the Fariners with-

out Sale, to the Detriment, of the, landed In- -
teref, ‘and Diftrefs of the manufacturing Coun-

ties, which confume Qats in Bread, and demand

smmediate Supplies. It ‘may alfo occafion an

waneceflary Exportation of the Nation’s Sub-

ftance, by ‘czrevati‘ng’greatér Demand frem abroad
for that Article, than

the Communication between the growing and
wranufalturing Counties was rendered.free, opén,
and fafe. ~ Therefore, if dny Meafure’ thould
be taken for fufpending. the Dutics on Impor-
tation of Grain, 1t is of great Importance, that

fomething effeétual fhould, in the firft place,
Be done towards guelling. the " prefent riotous
Spirit. that too much’ prevails; and rendering -

the perchafing and Tranfportation of Oats,
from the growing Counties to the diftant Mar-
Kets, as fafe and eafy as that of any other

“To thofe who have Occafion.to know the ,'

Situation, of the Kingdom in ‘regard to that

Article, the fufpending the Duties upon the

Fmportation of Grain appeats every Day more.

2;1‘1(;}-._',"mdfré{fraqmﬁ't?,_.’ to preferve the Laves of
many of his Majefty’s. Subjects. -Itis, “how-
ever, a_ Meafure that ought to be conducted

‘with great Delicacy, left the landed Intereft
: : o ‘ “and

© 4

&b

lie very diftant; ‘therefore
" fion fhould not be too much limited, lett it
fruftrate  the Intention, by preventing any’
“Perfons from. adventuring tpon “fuch’

would be requilite, if the,

“happen only from the moft difmal Fam ne .

and Agiculture of the Nation fhould faffer by

' o0 large Importation,

LA

"The Daties ought_tlierefore; to be' taken off

. only for a limited Time, with Power to -his

Majefty and Council to prolong _the ‘Time, as

_they fee Caufe. On the jotherhand, Supplies
_from abroad ‘are abfolutely heceffary, 'and this

Nation can’only have them from Countris s that

e N

‘the "Time of Sufpen-

tainty as they muft be under, - whether ‘they

“fhall be .allowed to import ‘the” Corn~ affer it
fhall arrive; the Duties. upon every kind of
- Grain, .except Oats, being equal to"a, Prohibi-
" tion, unlefs the Prices fhould go {o hi

“As the. ‘Culture. of - Land‘is of the hxghe.ﬁ:

‘Importance to this Nation, every Way -of " en-

_couraging - Agriculture ought, to ‘be: carefully .

fought after and. chérifhed ; and every vifible.

" ObfiruGion to its Iinproveinent, and whatever

tends to 1effen the Value of its:Produdt,>ought

o be removed. It were a Pity an OQpportunity

of doing any Thing to anfwer thefe Ends thould

~be loft; - and none can_offer more favotrable
" than the prefent, when the -Scarcity,
" has occafioned. a Bill ‘on
~ brought into Parliament. "~ 0

" One great Hindrance,” and ‘needlefs “Load, -

~ o ,.‘;Com
0 thclt SUbJC&to be

upon carrying the, Produce’ of the Lands  of

 Britain to the proper Markets’ within theIfland,

>

is that of. exating ‘Coaft-Cockets, and Bonds

* under high Penalties, for all Corn that“may be
~ tranfported coaftwile, from one Place of Britain

16
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to another, withoyt the Bounds of any naviga-

blé River, This Method is attended not only
with very great Delay and Charge to all Perfons

concerned in the fhipping ‘of Corn," but alfo with

the greateft Trouble and Hindtance to the Na-

vigation;; ahd there have been Inftances, where-

o by Neglect of fending thé proper Certifi
cates for relieving thefe Bonds, that fome Mari-
ners and others haveé been ruitied by Profecu-
s following thercupor, though'there is not
the lealt Neceflity for any fuch Securities being

E Y

granted ;- and it might be fhewn, thar, in ma-

ny, Cafes, the takiig of them may ‘be even hurt-

ful o bis Majefty's Revenue.
By the A& 13th and 14th of Charles 11. in-
titled, An AZ for preventing Frauds and Abufes
in: bis Majefty's’ Cuftoms, it is enafted, ¢ That
«.if any Goods, Wares, or Merchandifes fhall

¢ be fhipped, or put aboard, to be carried forth
< to,the open Sea, from any Port, Creek, or

<« Member,. &¢ to be landed at any other

~4¢_ Place of this Realm, without a Sufferance or '

ifl

s¢ ‘Warrant fi

Warrant f rft had and obtained from the Ma-
« ‘nagers of his Majefty’s Cuftoms 3 all {uch
< Wares. and Merchandife fhiall ‘be forfeited,

« and the Mafter injoined, before the Ship be

<« removed. out of _the Port, to take out a
« Cocket, and. bécome bound “for ' Deélivery
¢¢ and Difcharge thereof in the  Port for which
“fame thall be entered, or -fome other
«¢ Port within the Realm, and to return a Cer-
« tificate of the Goods being fo landed and
« difcharged.” . . '

| Tpon this Law is founded the Prattice of
But it is . evident by the

very T itle and Naturfé-lof- the Statute, that it
A i s was

‘as. not- to fuffer. the
from: his, Meafure, by d
“Such ‘Circum [’Eanc s h
frequently happen
~ this Courfe, efpe

C 49 )

was intended to prevent Frauds and Abufes in
his Majefty’s Cuftoms,. .and , t0. prevent Corn
thipped coaftwife in any Part. of 't} A
from being.fraudulently, carried ¢

Parts beyond, the, Seas,, ‘Tt

rable Duties.at, that ‘Tim
thereof, which made,. the
neceffary. ;. Bug b
encouraging ;the. . Ex
forts, and givin
kinds there

was entirely taken aways, n:
tion - of them. rendered. altogether

] BREE S Had o d

‘no Man will clear C01ncoaﬂW1fewh1ch e ins
tends to.exporty, as by this he would lol tlic

Bounty, . Bur after Corn is fhipped coafl

and: the Veffel has perhaps

her: Voyage;  if any, fudden A

reign’ Market fhould induce, the Owne

pacch, his Cargo; abroad, with firch Expe
- the Delay and: Charge '

¢ to dif-

Pad

landing and fhipping, - ¢
intitle thim to. the Bount

ting his Coalt:bond.x
tificate of. thexCorn bein

b

A

may. be pruden

is of the kind whercon the’ finatleft ‘Bourtics
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Poifibly no Law is more Yigorouily  cartied; -dt all:7l ‘imes,
into Execufion' than the aboveé's how'then: can there be ary
of thofe illegal Expdits;- swhich were faid lately, in Pring
‘0 be o notorious, as o need no Proof. T e

.- Bring - fravdulenthy, carried out of it [the

prooceeded partly ‘on
.1 Advariee at a fo-

dition |

cially when the Corir on'bard
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In this View. of the Thm the
Pra&ice of Bonds, is hurtful to the Rcvenue,
as well as the- Merchant. - And no.doubt many
Cargoes in this Situation wouid have gone
abroad without the Bounty, if the Coa[’c fcc.u-
rity ‘had not. ftood in the Way. ‘

"Thefe Securities * therefore . for Corn camed
coaftwife, ferve-no. End but to raife hmh Fees
%0 Cuftom Houfe Officers, ' to' delay and retard
Navigation'; efpecially. ‘when the Cargoes. may
‘be  loaded- aL,Creeks perhaps- ten or. twenty
Miles -diftant frem the Cuftomhoufe, they often
‘occafion Veflels. to lofe their  Paffage, or come
too late to Market, and put the Shipmalters to

“confiderable Charges, “1n. travelling fo far to

glve their DE\,th‘ltlLS, and to Trouble, in find-
ing.Bond{men to join' them ; befides the great
“Trouble and Expence tnat. is ‘incurred  after-
wards, by procuring Certificates, and tran{-
mitting them to the. oﬁelent Cuf’comhoufes for
cancellmg the Bonds. s

It is evident, that all this Chat ge and Trou-
Ble may  be confidéred as.a needlefs Burden on
-cairying the Produce of the Lands of Great
Britain to Market: .

And it is not to be doubtcd that the Cuf-
“tom of taking Bonds and Cockets for home
- Corn . carried Coaﬂ:wxfe would have been abo-

. lithed, when that valuable Law was made for

g ving Bounties on Corn expor tcd, if the above

- Obfervations had then occurred to the Leoxﬂa.»

ture,
“IF it fhould fcm hard to rifk huxtmg fo va-

' ll“bl“ an (J’oje“t as the Culture of Land. in

© Britain, 'by fufpending, éven-at {uch: a- junc-

' ture as this is, the Dutids on foreign Corn im-

P\Jlttd 3

| L(510)
imported ; why allow that Land to continue
loaded with a Tax on its Produce, when car-
ried coa{’cwde, which anfwers no-good Purpofe,
and which -in itfelf is oppre{ﬁve and abfurd ¢

. The City of Lgndon got free of this oopref-.s

five Cuftom, by Statute, - 1m0 Anme, cap. 26,

for the whole River 7. bames, and the Coa{‘c be-

tween the Promontorv called the Nortb Fores
land-on the South, | and the Promontony called
the Nafe on the North 5 '

The. Preamble of thlS Statute dechres how;

g‘nevous a T hmo~ it was at that ,'Ilme, and

that the Officers takmo* Cockpts and Bonds,. and

exaé‘tmg Fees for Lhe iame, was opprefﬁve and:

111 gal. |

Oudht noﬁ thexefore the Whole melom to bef;
freed now in the fame Manner, by a Claufe in~

ferted in the ‘Corn B}ll now oependmg, DE-

CLA R 1 NG, That, for the future, Permits”

ot Tranfires only fhall be neceflary for Grain

carried” coa[’cwﬂe from one Part of the Kmndom

of Britain to anotner, at all Tnncs wh1le that"

Commodlty may be lawful}y exported upon

Bounty, or without Payment of. Duties; and’

that while Corn is proh1b1ted to be Cxported g
as at prefent, Bonds and Cockets fhould be
exa&ed as foumrly o

e e e
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“its'not duly ripening

- fcanty upon®

(52 ) R
BB BB 55505

 Prefent High Prices of CORN.

GO Year 1954 were very Jfcanty’s© and it is
ceriain, that, on the A pproach of the laft Harveft,

“which proved late, feldom, in the Memory of
“Man, has a {maller Stock of old Grain been
“Ynown in thefe Ilands.

+

“The laft:Seafon of 1756, from ilts;Bégihniﬁg,}

~A\H.E Crops in Britain and Ireland in the

was ex;remgly**imfavourab]‘e'é-,“v’iThOufahd's of

- Aerés remained unfown; and the bad Condition

in-which many more were fown; rendered-them

~uncapable . of producing a good Crop,. altho’
“favourable: Weather had: followed. It is cer-

‘tain, ‘that the Weather during the Spring, Sum-

' ther-and Harveft,” was: generally unfavourable;
~“great Quantities ‘of Grain perifhed bythe Rains
© apd Winds, ‘and moft. of what remained proved

defeive, both in Quantity and:Subftance, by
its'not  duly ~and, whatever. People
prejudiced or vighorant of the. general State of

~thefe Matters may affirm, it'is a- melancholy
‘Fruth; that thei Crops, tho middling, or even

o
o

- good, for/fome Kinds of- Grain, in particular
- ‘Counties, have at no 'Fime; during thirty Years

‘palt, thiro® Britain: and Jrelandy ' proved. more
e whole. o

~In
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In this Situation, itis the Duty of every one

who withes well to his Country; to fuggeft all

reafonable Methods by which the prefent Exor-
bitancy in the Price of Grain, may be correted,
and the deftru@ive Confequences “of “another
backward Seafon or bad Crop may be prevented.
This is in all Refpects the-more neceflary, as.
the Effes of the laft bad Seafon have been
almoft equallyfelt.over the: ‘greateft “Part of
the Northern Continent of Exrope, and as a

Scarcity in any. one Country. muft  neceffarily -
- affect the Prices'of Grain in gvery neighboyring

COUNErY.: oo o i
The " Legiflature  has wifely. prohibited:..all
Exportation of Grains but it may. be doubted
whether this prudent Precaution will -of, .itfelf
be fufficient for preventing: the Calamities which

~another bad’ Seafon may.-produce, .. oep
" Expetience has. fhewn,  that the. Price of: no

fort of -Grain ‘has been reduced. by, this Meafure,
though, at this Time: of the Year, -Corn is ge-
nerally brought moft plentitully by the Farmers
to Market. = This alfo a%ords a -ftrong Proof,
that, -without the feafonable Prohibition-of, Ex-
port,: the Prices would™ have run: -higher,and
that there -is-a real” Defeét in. the Quantity of
Cornin-both:Iflands. © ¢ o0 o o) i
 To prevent the Foreftalling and‘ingroffing: of
Corn, efpecial e..Neighbourhood-of a

ly: in th

~ great City-orTown, where the Millers, Bakers,

Maltfters &¢. may themfelves purchafe from

the Growers. directly, and take off all the. Pro- -

duce, s ‘mofti neceffary, and: firick Attention
ought to: be:.given to -thesExecution df. this
Meafure 5 but it may. be: ;doubted:how far the
Prices of Grain will be lowered, by renewing

: the

o
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the antient Laws againft Foreftallers and Ingrof-

fers, in their full Latdtude ; and many. are of_'
Ommon, that the late well intended Proclama-
tion - has rather ‘been hurtful, as otherwife, in

that Refpe&

- The Countizs which are - moft populous,' and
where ManufaGtures chiefly flourith in both:
E@mds,',%neraﬂy grow lefs Corn, than the

other. Cournties Iefs populous and. lefs Manu-

fafturing. Thus many Countries on the Eaft

Coaft generally fupply others on their own Side,
but pamcularl y the Weit Coaft of the Ifand,
even in [imes of Plenty.

Tt is natural, and indeed reafonable, at firft

View, for People to think, that.in Times of
Searcity there fhould be no Interpofition, if pof~
fible, between the Grower and the Confumer,
or at lealt the M anufaturer of Grain 3 but this,
in, fadt, -is generally 1mpxa&1cablc,‘ unlefs fo
far as the Produce in. the Ne:ghbourhood of 3
great Clry or Town, will go..

The, Corn therefore neceffary hfor fupplymo |

diftant Places or Counties has always, and ge-
nerally. muft be bought and tranfported to the
Flaces. where the D\,m‘md is, by Merchants, or
others of Subftance and Knowledo*e m that
Branch of Bufinefs.

It is obvious the Growers and Manvfa&urer
of Gram, and . far lefs the Confumer% cannot
engage in fuch Purchafes and T ranfportatxon of
Corn to or from difant Places. It is alfo ob-
vious,, that the Contraétors for the Sale of fuch
Corn, or the Agents ‘who may be employed. for
the Purchafe of it in the growing - Counties,
muft colledt great ann ities at different places,
uutxl Oppoxtumtrs of a!upp ng can be. obtamed

T ter

= e 53 )
for carrymo' it off; and this; Pradtice; however
neceffary for the Supply of diftant Places of; the
Ifland, comes under the Letter of the old Sta<
tutes againit | foreftalling and ingrofling of Corn.

This  is more. pamcularly fo in the Cafe of
Qats or. Oat- Meal which by the Statute Chb: 11,
Chap. 15, cannot be bought without Licences,
&5c. when Oats are above 135.4d. per-Quarter,
Now, as this Price beirs no, ?ropomon to-that
of other Grain mentioned in that A&, the Re-
gulation:is-hurtful in many Parts of the'lfland,
efpecially thofe the moft: remote from. the Capi-

~tal; and it is inconceivable, how fiich a Dif-

proportion thould have been eftablifhied between
the Price of Qats and other Grain in that A&
The Confequence of the late Proclamation.
‘has been, in many growing ot ﬁnppmcr Coun-
ties, to make the comimon People riotous, and
to prevent the buying or thipping of Corn even
in fuch Quarters of the Country where it can' be
fpared, and where the- Prices are’ ‘moderate.
It being natural for the common’ People; in
{uch Txmes, to with for Corn flill cheaper, and"
‘to prevent any Thing being fhipped or goitlg
out of their Bounds, ‘efpecially if the - Letter
~of the Law gives the leaft (,ountenance £o’ fuch.
‘a Procedure.”” '
The Effe of this 15,1 1mmedxane}y to: f’cop
all Purchafes, and to diftrefs "the ‘diftant; and
opulous Places, which’ depend ‘on. their Sup-
lies Coaft-ways, even in" Time .of Plenty. .
‘Many fuch Places are in ‘the ngdom, ~which -
. might be enumerated if the Fa& were ior well
Lnown 5 and they begm already to-féet thisIa-
conveniéncy, it having gong €0’ fuchia- Hewht,

that the 'lrsmfportatxgn of Corn from one
Place
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Place to another at the Diftance of a few Miles
to and even from the Sea Coaft, has Abecn vio-

lently interrupted by the Populace. |

"Dt: Davenant, a judicious Writer, has ob-
ferved fifty Years ago, That a Review of our
antient {Laws concerning Corn  was neceflary,

for they were in_no ways fuited to ‘the State of

the Kingdom, Increafe of People, and other
Circumftances of the then T imes. _ The Obfer-
vation will more forcibly, apply to -the prefent
‘This Author’s Thoughts on this Subjett are
worthy of Perufal at prefent, as he points out
fome Methods for preventing Dearths for the

future, though not indeed applicable in a fcarce

Year, He expofes in the cleareft Light the fa~
tal- Confequences of a Dearth, efpecially to a
Trading Nation 3 fuch Confequences indeed as
he mentions are not to be dreaded in our
Times. . Our Agriculture has be¢n fo im-
menfely improved by the wife Taoftitutions of
Bounties on Corn exported ; Commerce is more

ractifed and better underftood;  and it may '
alfo be reafcnably fuppofed, that our Merchants
having both more Knowledge and Capital than

in former Times, will, by Importations from

one Quarter of the World or another, always .

préevent a Scarcity from becoming intolerable.
" -But whatever is done by the Legiflature for

" regulating the Inland Commerce of Corn, if

1o other Meafures are taken, it will be only
feftering the Wound, and in no fort remove the
growing Evil ; it may indeed make Corn cheap-
“er for a Time in fuch Counties where it can be

i

i 1t

~ e

d, and where it 1s already moderate, but .

¥
i
i
i

thereby, without quefkion, in our prefent. Si

ft will doubly diftrefs the diftant and
faduring Places. .~

" Quantity is wanted 5 and nothing but an ad-

T

ditibn'al“:_%éhii.ty brought to Market can ef:-
fectuate the-good End propofed, and enable the

Poor to purchafé ar an ealy Rate.

This may be done in two Ways; and both
will be neceffary at prefent; firft, by prohibi-
ting for a limited Time the Diftillery from

)

| Wheat in Brﬁazn, ijh‘iCh‘ Wlnadd immenfely o
the Quantity for Bread; . and,: fecondly, . by

fufpending the Duties on all"Corn that may be

imported, at leaft for fome Months, or while
the Prices keep high at Home. . - BAUREE
As to the firft, without ‘e

Wheat that comes to the Market of London at
prefent is bought by Diftillers; that more of
that Grain is. confumed by them alone’ within
England in 2 Year than would maintain 560,000
Perfons*, or thin the whole Quantity of Wheat -

3 N

which is con

Zork. Certainly the

Corn at this
ceflary. . B
As to any Encroachment on ‘the Reven

tion, thatis a tender Point 3 but it is fuppoft

.

the Wheat fo ufed “pays little’if” any Thing o P

- the

- ® The Obfervator was gré;atilyvix'n}‘)pfed-bn"in thi‘sﬂi I am

credibly informed they never ufed near one fixth Part of 3
Quantity fufficiens far that Purpeic. .

‘manu-"

o th ‘without ‘entering into the -
Arguments for or. againft Diftillery in gederal,
it feems natural and abfolutely neceffary to pro= .
hibic Diftillers the Ufe of Wheat, “at leaft for -
a Time ; if that be true ‘which is aflerted’ with
great Appedrance of Reafon, that half the

fmed in this fland northward, of -
nly the faving fuch a Quantity of
Junture is very defirable” and ne-

P T S
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“the Malt Tax,, and any ‘Deficiency fuftained

S e

Z'P

""llttfe of nothmg

Tits. rhat may

thereby may_ be more than compenfated by thé

“ "'lncreafe of Dutles on “Spirits' made from’ Barley-
©Malt,” by the faving of 'the Whole Bounties on

Coin and Malt exported ‘this Yea ‘dnd: by"rhe
addmor al Dut §+ on forewn and .g{mérzcan pr-
Ae..:m“ported to fi “”ly theWant
made ﬁOm Whe‘at. e

portatxons". r
" are noé "too dilatory’ in our Refolunons,
we }can havé® Cotn’ frothi rierica;’ the
“Southerd’ Pares of “Euripe;” Barbary, and’ pofﬁ-
bl fome: Pldcés” nearer Home, ~ But- the pre-

| :fent Duties on moft: Grain,. efpecxally ‘Whear;

" 4nd Peafe, are'in-effeét equal to'a Prohi-
“bit “The Duty or ‘Oats is’indeed Tow}’ bt
£ 'ould il -be‘a fufficient Profit to the Import:
2 and confeqhently ‘an Eneouragement to

"crnmor them into the! I’mgdom, aEE =
W‘hy ‘then 'may not"all Duties” on' . Corn imx
be fufpended for fome Months;- until ‘the
ance “of flext Crop' be’ feen, or -until
rices at home'become ‘moderate ¥ T he Intereft

of the' public'Reventic wxll not be affeéted by
; thrs, it bemg indeed” our Hapfpmeis, that, for
ningteen years in twenty,, thefe ‘Duties } roduce
“And’ a§ Y 5‘Objeé“tions
- o ehe Landholders -4and Karmers;: or" “the
Dealers. in home ‘Corn;. whofe, ‘Gains may- be
leflened by tms Meifure; they ought: to-:be
difregarded at a Time when the Conmnon of'
, the Poor is fo- d1ﬁ}'efsful
“TF thefe MetHods ‘are purfued Iarce addmonal
Qlanutres will come to Market. The very

DD

| .Apprehenﬁon of a free Import of fo«ergn Gratn,

, or
t The Author means‘lrxcreafee o

;
5
:

all Attempts to 1ng10fs or foreftall.
. be a good Crop, or a proper Quantlty of Gram,
~ either at home or from abroad,

i ﬂrﬁ thch is copxed from the Stamte.
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-or the Appearance of a few Cargoes thereof in
~ our Ports,’

‘will induce all the; Hoarders, of
Home-Grain, whether Farmers: or. Dealers, to

 bring it out to Market, andthe Prxce; will, of |
courle be lowered for the Poor. .~

and that alone can_ fruf’rrate

QUANTITY,
If there

to be got for
the Market, no’ Art or Scheme can inhance the

_ Price of Grain, whatever fpeculatlve Perfons
~may fancy to themfelves; and if there be a bad

Crop, and the Quantities of. Grain be fcanty,
no Art or Regulatxon of Government W,xll keep

the Prices low. -
Thefe Methods lel, it is hoped ferve our

| Purpofe, if the next Seafon fhould prove early

and favourable; but if thefe Methods fhould
fail, or the Seafon in any. degree appear back-
ward, a total Prohibition of Diftillery; and
perhaps even of Malting, may be neceffary.
But it would feem that a fmall Bounty upon all
Corn imported for a limited Time, oyer and
above the Sufpenfion of the Dauties, might an-
fwer the end better, and with lefs real ‘L. ofs or

, Inconvemence to rhe Revenue or chrdom

Thefe two Papers appear to have been print-

ed about a Year, and are here. copxed exactly,

except the Quotation out. of .15 Car..11. in the

e -2 . LYy
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