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“Notorious” Newspapers :
Small-scale newspapers of the early Showa period in Matsumoto City, Nagano, Japan.
by Harumichi YAMADA

Summary :

Until the 1930s, Nagano prefecture was famous for the large number of local papers which
flourished there. Matsumoto, the second largest city in Nagano prefecture, was especially well-
known as a boom town for small newspapers. In 1939, there were sixteen daily papers, and more
than twenty non-daily papers published (or at least registered) locally in this city of 70,000
residents. This is believed to be the largest number of newspapers published outside of the major
metropolitan areas anywhere in Japan at the time.

Among the dailies, the two best-known titles are the Shinano Nippo and the Shinano Mimpo.
Their records have been preserved relatively well. Issues of these two papers are accessible at the
Matsumoto Central Library in the form of microfilm. However, practically no copies of other
small-scale local papers are available at public libraries, the largest extant collection being the
private collection of Hajime Kawafune, a local bibliophile. The Kawafune collection is small, but
valuable as one of the few available resources that shed light on these forgotten dailies. It includes
issues of eight small-scale daily local papers published in Matsumoto between 1928 and 1932.

Written histories of the press in Matsumoto have referred to these small-scale local papers
only in general terms ; almost none of the descriptions of these dailies give concrete examples.
This paper examines some of the assumptions widely shared by historians through analyses of the
newspapers in the Kawafune collection. Following a brief historical review of the local papers in

Matsumoto, three aspects of these papers are discussed : 1) frequency of publication, 2)
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quotation or “theft” of stories, and 3) the relation between fake “readers’ posts” and adver-
tisements. Relatively reliable data are available for six of the eight dailies, which are estimated
to have been published roughly 4 to 5.5 times per week.

Through a content analysis, several examples of crude quotation or “theft” of news stories
were found. Two types of such “theft” are distinctive. The first type is quotation from published
issues of other local papers, in which the same (or similar) stories appear on successive dates.
The second type is quotation from shared local news sources, whose function resembled that of
a local news agency. In these cases, the same stories appear on the same date.

Fake “readers’ posts” were a well-known feature of these small-scale local papers, which
were “notorious” for extorting money from local business. Most of the small dailies had such a
feature, and nearly half of the shops or restaurants who are referred to positively put their

advertisements on the same page as readers’ posts which mentioned them. Negative reputations

retain anonymity, probably in the purpose of making money in some unlawful ways.
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